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^\cd^cr, let ll)l5 Utile taste 
that 3 have given thee of 
the Summer ”3lati^s satlsfle 
Ihee for the present, ere It 
he long thou shall hove a 
larger relation thereof. '3fa5- 
llc ccaslone of business 6oth 
juaHe mee write somewhat 
hastlUe, an^ leave out manv 
Ihlngs which were fltte to be 
spoken of. wherefore against 
my will 3 am force6 to leave 
my w'orke. w'hlcl) 3 hove 
begunne. before "?! come Into 
lheml66e5tof It. but ”3 hopc^ 
It will suffice you that are 
my friends to passe It over 
In the best manner you can, 
for there Is much bfoKen 
Tcngllsl) of It anC* ba6ly pen- 
nc6 regard 3 pray you the 
matter not the manner, the 
truth of the storle not the 
stile. 


Jourdan, 1613 
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T ill. In])i.«v.;n3ih\ of tlu Inunn l''5n}iiu i'’ \ .iiul coni]>rclu ii^uc, in kecjnn;^ ^\ ilh the 
'.;mt lj,'.;.>n iltMtih.n*: nUt U'-l, ind ji.iinmount inipoi l niLc of tlnl lcrnlor\ of 1,805,352 
'-oini( min'- mil il'-romnl ihit nuilJL\ of 320 millions of jicojile. spcnkiiif^ ‘'omcthing 
like 1 5,0 <lijTt rent lintiinpis wlu.st ]>iipUMnp tluLisilics in cisle .uul creed, in condition niid 
outlook, cieiu jnoliknis md j'otentuiltties f.jr !)e\ond the tkniarcalioiis ofoidiiian apjiraiscincnt 
mm the o,thn(lo\ si oulaids of \\tsuin (oinpiiisoii 

Main, too. lu tlu Imcd.s tint ln\e been wiiUen about Ce\loii, tbe cxqnisitch beautiful and 
lenile isl nnl Clown Coloin I'f 2ii.3<')3 sfjn.iK miles and a i>opnlation of about 5,ocx3,ooo, socloselj 
related i)\ bistojv .md blood to tile jKiiinsnli fioin winch it separated b\ onh tlnrt\-t\\o miles 
of sea 

In tins \ ohmic ilicie is no attempt to deal with the jiolitical din'icnlties and social ai^inratioiis 
of the mliabitaiits of these wonderful jiortioiis of the Hiiiisb Empire A coiiscicntions effort has 
been made, boweeer to con\c\ iibcfiil and nitcrcstnip: informatioii rcp;arding the seaports with 
winch It IS concerned, more especialh tbcir commercial and indiistiial actuities The work is the 
latest addition to a senes of smiikir jiubbcations comjnled b\ me on aarions parts of the a\orld , 
and the appreciation with winch these ha\e been rcccned, as well as the success thee have 
attained, is a j^ratiEniq indication that lhe\ aio of jiroecd attraction and ntilitj 

The time and labour iicccssnrv foi a book of this description are considerable In the 
compilation of the \aiioiis historical and dcscnptnc sections I am gp’cath indebted to the kind 
and capable assistance of the following jTcnllcincn Mr T H Hams, the w'ell-know 11 artist, wdio 
has resided for upwards of thirty a cais at Calcutta , Mr R P i\Iasani, the brilliant Parsi wmter 
and Managing Director of the Cential Pank, Bombai , Itlr T E Grad), Siih-editor of the JJ/aa'/ as 
j^Iat!^ ^ladras , Mr Gordon i\I D)cc-Kecle, liditor of the Daily Gazette^ Karachi, j\Ir J J 
Rolan, F R G S , fomierl) Editoi of the Rangoon Times , Mr D A Arndt, the gifted Burgher 
litterateur, late of St Thomas’s College, Colombo , and Mr S E Hancox, B A , retired from the 
Go\eriiinent Ser\ice of Ce)lon The articles on the business houses are the result of my owm 
personal investigation and observation, lenclered possible onl)' b) the coiirtes) and kindness of the 
principals of the firms detailed, to wdiom 1 desire to convev ni) heartiest thanks and appreciation 
Similar expressions are hkewnse due to the photographers wdiose names apiiear under the 
^anous reproductions of photos supplied or taken specially b) them for this volume, which, 
whatever its merits or demerits, can only be estimated properly by those familiar wnth the peculiar 
difficulties inseparable from the specialised character of the undertaking 



6 


I AO MAHAL, AORA 


' l''llln ni.li)siirr ItKluilIm' lt\L | irJcn-> imJ ciiilir i.mirl h ipirilkln 
X t.rini (if I MJ) fii^t l'> niciri. Ill (n 1 (XXI UlI Tin. iuit(.r (.iitirt 
Mirriiiiriiliil lij tri-nlis iiiiil i(l(irni(l In fdur mtiw ij •* formn iin 
(ililom, (ii.(.uin (tih In l(^ni,th tin. wlmli hn. nitli iit tin. (.nLlniuri In 
nlmil -IMl fn I In (loplli Tin prlnulp il h ili.« n nu inurlnt' 1 10 fttl In 
lin IcnK frnm tin. (.nnri tn tin mnlini nlikli nitli tiair ni itIiIl 
(. mils fvnint ilns inilc> press trees lire nlino t ns In lutlful ns the 
tiniili Itself Tile tiniili st mils nn n r used pi itfnrm IH feel lilt.li f iced 
evilli n lute III irt'li iinliseMsth tl I fee t sim ire At e all enrner of 
tins terriee stsnds i miiliret lU feet In lieltlit mil of the most 


hulldlnt'nhnlli composed of white msrhlc this ms required to temper 
the t hire which othern Ise would h i\ e been intolerable As it Is no 
words e in express the clnstenesl beauti of that central chamber 
seen In the soft ttliKini of the subdued llfiht which reaches It through 
the distant and h ilfmlosed openings th it surround it When used as 
I pie (sure p il ice, It must hue laen the coolest ind the loe chest of 
g irden rctre its ind now that It Is sacred tn the dead it is the most 
trieefuinnd most ImpressKc of the sepulchres of the world This 
biiitdlm Is in e irlj ex implc of that sjstem of inlajing with 
prceliuis stones which bee ime the gre it characteristic of the stjle of 
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the most beautiful 

Ind? in art Within this stand t’’*- ,ombs the bodies rest 

, r ”i,\7:?erw7rhrhi.^!?p^c;Y " 

a"gl?;r»mbullding?srsm?.llerd^^^^^^ 

inches In diameter and connected In uirtou through double 


building in the world 

» .1 u.. All the spandnis of the Taj 
the Moghuls after the death of ,te<.tural details 

all the angles and more "’^°c^"?tones such as agates, bloi^ 
heightened bj being inlaid w Ith rnmblned In wreaths scrolls 

stones jaspers and the lihe These a beautiful m colour and 

and frets as exquisite in design as thei thci form 

?hmc??^rtha\^ui^ound the^^^^^ 

"’“■^“?dlng7mld7ngr^'hl7'l.d1me^ 

of ArcUliccturc 
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INDIA. 

Tjf 1^!’! (1 of V,cnii/i and Wonders 


KO\l 1 iu(' ! itnirinnrt il hull i 
Ixtn fo' 1 u'npf 1 Ininl 
v{ ( i5( h ui'ini nt, i 
n\*ii for V I thli iiul woii- 
I tm I iplior of rirln s 
ninl t inpir( \II iln ‘.jorii ^ 
ot i!i(* I I'-t lnrt<l tin 
inm<' (>f Iiuii 1 .Is T s\nthol 
of iinimnsit\ ni c\p inst. 
itid rnlivs 1 Inis Milton 
sjii nks of till lKnint\ of 
n\o, pU (sinsj In r spou'-c’'' 
ippuuc V ith 

“ W Intsoi,\ t r r II til ill 
bcnnim’ motlur, mcMs 
I n Indi i Hnsl or W'cM ” 

The ancients knew it ns i pl.icc of tropic storms, 
tthere the sun w is const int and hot, where 
immense rners cut throup:h to sea, ns a fertile 
land rich in harvests, q'old, and jewels Such were 
the accounts given b\ Strabo and Pbnv Strabo 
also described it as the home of man} curious 
Cfcaturcs, ininbitcd by a people with nn elaborate 
social s}slcm under an organised burcaucrac}, 
and a land wnth a Greek appreciation of epic 
poetr} Herodotus portraved the Indians as a 
people of many nations and languages, broadh 
divided into the dark barbarians of the marshes 
and the fair, refined '\r}ans of tlie North He 
mentions also the wald cotton “ surpassing m 
eauty and quality the wool of sheep,” the canm- 
als in the jungles, the crocodiles in the Indus, and 
^ e bewaldering div'ersity and fashions of the 
population 

The fullest account of India wdiich the Greek 


world iver Iiul v.is that of Megasthcncs, who 
•■'Mouriicd for some time at Indian Courts as 
mil) i-sador, in Pataliputra, to Chandra^upta 
Ibsttks in.inv interesting details "about 
Hrihmins .md fakirs, men and animals, and the 
spkndour of the festivals of the countrv, he gave 
a verv luminous .iccounl of the administrative 
sv stt m of rinndragupt.i There is good reason to 
endorse the suggestion made bv the author of 
/iidni til J ludidi Litrintiirc tint \lfred the Great 
must have heard of India, for, according to 
Miilnm of Malmesburv, that famous British 
king sent presents to her rulers, but wdienever 
Cngkind’s interest mav have been aroused in 
Indi.i it was not until the closing v'cars of the 
fourteenth centurv that the attention of English- 
men w.is turned to the lands of the East The 
discoveries of travellers in Asia then stimulated in 
European countries the desire to know more of the 
Easr Fact and fiction were strangel} blended in 
the fascinating accounts presented by writers of 
that period All that could agitate the hearts and 
minds of the people, whether romantic or 
materialistic, was summed up m the magic name 
of India But what brought England directly m 
touch wath those new conceptions of the world that 
ultimately led to the Renaissance and accounted 
for the Reformation was \’asca da Gama’s great 
discover} On Jul} S, 1497, da Gama, after a 
night of prayer and a religious procession to the 
Tagus, sailed round the Cape to India The 
whole current of European history , soaal, reli- 
gious, commercial, political, w'as altered by this 
epoch-making event It incidentally changed the 
destin} of India also ” Vasco da Gama, 
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1 PAKin AND ms CAnni\or 

2 Roi LINO Fakir 

3 Mahomfdan Fakir 


INDIAN FAKIRS. 

4 Fakir on Urn of Upriomt 

5 Lmno hi siDi A Post Ofpicf 


•TtJrtDvQ IN HIS Shall Cart 

^2 rA;:;Rrix"HT 

8 Fakir Cahped in a Strect 
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Oil! nmqtlion, iml Un uU.inMninii of hwful 
ir.illiqtir, ti' ilu hLiufil of (hir (.ominoiiwc tldi 

riio'-o rnJ( rpD'-niq nu n It inis iii \(l( 1 omlon tin 
loninu n 1 il ( iiHii ot llic uniUi I Iuik c'forlli tlir 
I Jiqlivli o Ulon li'oKt li I)i\oin! tin ^ liinml, llic 
Diilt li d in^i I i«<l ilir ''pmisli tlt( u! How ihi 
I nl\ nl\ rnJiin rv u< in to Imh.i, liou Uoinlnv \\ i>. 

to till Hiiti'-li ( loun how tin nnnlnnts 
hn imi mills of tin wholi lonntrv In n ndiiit — 


t.dvt s .vml inisoiuk'i st.indinf^^ h.ivt at 111110*; 
stiiiiud till Illations of ihi q^mcrnors and llic 
irovtriud, I)ut tlusi' ln\( Inin mirtii passing 
ph is( s Dtinnp' tin, j,*Ioiinn da\s of tlic Miilin}, 
ind on sfviral oiiasioiis diirtafltr, it seemed lo 
lu llimiqln that Indi i was i sonne of insiet) and 
ixpinsi to (trial Hnlain, 1 < log- upon In r rc- 
soiim s 1 di. nil upon !ki population 1 he Hritisli 
11 Mion WTsaituallv ad\isi*d lo relinquish Indn 
I hos( who gi\o that .uhiie realisid not that the 
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all tliat IS well known to every student of Indian 
hislor} The Mutiny of 1S57 led to the termina- 
tion of the rule of the Companj , w Inch ceased to 
exist in 1858, after having transferred to the 
Crow'n what might, in the W'ords of the historian 
^larshman, be described as “ an empire more 
niagnificent than that of Rome ” Since those da^s 
the aim of British statesmen has been to raise tbe 
hundreds of millions of Indians thus brought 
Within the orbit of Great Britain to a self-respect- 
ing independent position w’lthin tbe Empire The 
advance has been rather slow' Periods of pro- 
gress have alternated with periods of pause, mis- 


bctraial of the trust would have been an act of 
cowardice, and w'ould have done incalculable 
damage to India, while surrendering a dependenc} 
of no small \ alue Hai ing assumed the govern- 
ment of the vast population of India, Great 
Britain has rescued tbe people from anarchy, re^ o- 
lution, and 'internal strife, and the} are now' living 
in prosperity under her sw'ay To assist in the 
orderly evolution of India towards nationhood is 
an obligation which affords to the British nation 
an unique opportunity and scope for gmng effect 
to the purest and loftiest ideals of humanity and 
philantbrop) Apart from moral considerations. 
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vn^t niatciial inlcrc'^ts arc at stake An enormous 
amount of British capital lias been sunk in India 
in niil\\.i)s, canals, .nui iniuimcralilt commercial 
and industrial concerns, on the assurance of the 
lontimi.mcL of tin Bntisli nih Under the British 
fl in’ a }^r«at sta-hornc trade lias been established, 
ande\t(nsi\t markets are opened for British manu- 
factures winch would be more or less closed if the 
coiintr} reverted to disorder on the cessation eif the 
British power Moreover, tlic Indi.in Empire has 



(Plioto Mi-in mil Pcjcrl M (ilrm 

meenachee temple and 

“GOLDEN LILY” TANK, MADURA. 

been sclf-supportintj financially It lias borne the 
cost of all Its wars, and has, on the other hand, 
rendered assistance to the rulers in wars vwaped 
beyond its limits J be destiny of India is thus linked 
inLsoIubly with Great Britain Indeed, among: 
the foreign dependencies of the British Crowm none 
is of greater importance than India 

Who has not wished for some enchanted carpet 
on which to ny to the cloud-capped Himalayas, to 
follow the meandenngs of the five grea 
the Punjab, to see the natural beauLes of the 
uonderful land and the relics of the splendour o 
the Mogul Courts, to journey along the magni - 
ct„t hllToads, .nd to wotcl, tlic e^ttaord.nory 
“rietics of people such as no other country can 
rr The niagic carpet may soon be provided by 


flic projected Air Service from Cairo to Karachi, 
but even now distance has been practically annihi- 
lated, and the visitor from the West can travel 
from Liverpool to Bombay and thence throughout 
the pcmnsul.i in perfect comfort and security 
J rcasures mav not be brought back, but there 
cannot fail to be an indelible impression of the 
vasincss of the territory and its immense poten- 
ti.ilitics Figures arc cold and convey but little 
meaning Siifiicc it to saj that while India is to- 
day the principal customer of British goods in the 
world, Australia, with her larger purchasing 
power, being the second greatest, the possibilities 
of commercial and industrial expansion in the 
counlrv arc great and many, and merely await ex- 
ploitation 


Throughout India there is at present much acti- 
v'ltv and agitation m connection with political in- 
dependence Since the World War many forces, 
internal and external, have been at w'ork to 
avv.akcn Indians in general, and the educated urban 
population in particular, to their claims to an in- 
creasing share of the government of their countri' 
The total area of the Indian Empire is 1,805,352 
square miles, and has alvvavs been compared with 
that of Europe w ithoiit Russia About 3,000 square 
miles were added at the last Census {1921) owing 
to the enumeration bj estimate of certain tracts 
in Burma which had been excluded from previous 
censuses India, therefore, has an area about half 
that of the United States, and a population nearly 
three times ns large The entire population num- 
bers about 320 millions, speaking something like 
150 different languages The vast majority con- 
sists of illiterate peasants in the rural districts. 


who cmplo^ , to a verj large extent, the same primi- 
tne methods of tilling the soil that their ancestors 
used centuries ago, and live m villages wdiich have 
scarcci) changed with the progress of civilisation 
But It must not be forgotten that the literate 
classes and urban dwellers, roused to a sense 0 
sclf-consciousness by the impact of the progressive 
West, though forming but a small proportion o 
the total population, are still numerous enougi o 
be equal to a population of a secondar}' 

State Eacli year the schools and colleges 
out young men and women fired with a 
a form of self-government that e Aem 

to carrj' their heads high as citizens o a r ‘ 
During the Great War the people of India g 
opportunity to nlioiv what senuce J, 

could render as an integral part ^ant 

Commonwealth Besides being an 
reservoir of supplies for the allied a 
rourilnes, India shared, to the full measure of her 
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oppurtmiilK"-, in tlu tr ivnii liKHiplil in iIik'-i It itrn 
\cTi llif lionu ■- ul lln ‘•nhji i K «'f tlir C nnv n in 
di'-mu pill O'- \ni(Mij:''l llii rinniKihlc pli ivok 
of llic j^int coiiIIk t llnl will u<i ilown in Iit'-lorv 
T- till' ino'-t loinint mhhli' in (Iir ,inn li*' of Intli i 
WT*! tin vpi'^in, ]( of nnn\ llinu'- ind'- of tin llowii 
of Imln’'- ''ol(ii(r\ IiuIU'iil: tin l)Ulk'> of ilu 
nnipiro on tin fii-llnnu fi< I'K of 1 hmlit'. iml the 
nrul dc^c't^‘l of Mo'-opot.inu.v, l .uni \fr» i 

‘^incc tint time tlie t volution of hum inilv h n, 
of I ouf'-i , i;i\ ( n ipowiiful iiupi Im to ilnnot r itii 
prim ipli"' ’ It hn ilntuilnd iNo tlu slultiml 
ntino'-phcro of pi u ul conti ntim nt \\ hu h li ul lu fon 
nnrkid the nttilude of tin hulk of tlu i>opul ilion 
of Indn (lovtrmmnt vv is mu slow ui ippn- 
cntin^ thc'ic impu!si.s Isccotrnisimj tlu rc.nnn- 
nblcnc'is of the people’s cl tun, it allow id tlu in .1 
lilicrtl mn*^urc of politic il concissioiism miq 


\fler tin vc.ni*'’ piohition frc^li pnv ilcg’c*; were 
piomistd A Kov.il Conimnsion Ii.m rcccnllv 
touiidlht counirv to invcstif^.ilc .und report on 
till (iiusiion of fill tiler icforms In the dust nnd 
turmoil of (onlrovirsv r.ierinp: round llu lonstilu- 
lion of tin Commission the mam nsiu s were, for 
tlu numunt, lost sift:ht of, hut there seems little 
douht th.it the Inhours of the C oimmssum will re- 
sult 111 fmther uh mee of the people alonj^-thc path 
of freedom whuh is the hcrit.ige of all who come 
within the hnuheihood of the Hritish Common- 
wealth With (onfidinee, therefore, Great 
Hnt iin .111(1 Imhi m i\ look forward to a soliel 
union h is( (I on mutual esteem .md appreciation of 
the problems msepir.ihle from the government of 
the fire It Diptiidencv that is without parallel m 
Its lusiorv .ind (onditions, its people and poten- 
ti ihlie.. 
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Approncli Id tlio Hi\cr 

llie cNjHiniitcd tri\tl!<.r 
un l)u ird .1 sit. mu i m ir- 
mu ilu In ul (if UiL Un\ 
ul Utnq;il, lilt ippiouhio 
lilt mmilli of llooghU 
Ri\tr (up uliK'li, U 1 dis- 
l mtc of citrlu) nulls, lies 
iht Port ot (.nltutli) 
would i)to1)ibl\ hi indi- 
c ittd 1)\ the ell uiiTC in 
dirttiton, mil llit dnninu- 
lion m forci , of tin cur- 
rents nut with, IS will .is 
b\ the mtri.isimj nuiddi- 
iKss of the w.Utr, but, to 
out intsptnintid, pro\i- 
nnt\ to the dtlt.i of the 
(j miTts would possihK be 
first re\t.ilttl hi the slow- 
down of the ship’s tnyfints prtpar.uor) to 
tikingf on board a pilot at the b.indht.ads — (or of 
the low-King coast no sign, so far, would Inic 
been seen 

Ordinarily, in fine weather, the sighting of the 
\essel upon which the Hooghh pilots await the 
arrnal of incoming ships as well as the adient of 
one of these skilled rutr men aboard is a pleasing 
and interesting incident of the vo}age — that, and 
no more It is, howeier, possible at this point to 
experience the wildest of weather — ram thick 
enough to obscure q\ er\ thing a couple of hundred 
yards away, high seas and tempestuous winds, 
w'hich combined ma}' hai e compelled the pilot 
vessel to seek shelter Then for her the incoming 
steamer searches slowl} and weanh, sometimes 
for mani hours, while with siren blowing, her 
na\ igating officer, fearful of running upon «i sand- 
bank, wanly noses the lessel through the blanket 
of ram, and all on board are in a state of tense 
expectancy 

Those who have been through such an expeii- 
ence, have spent a night made sleepless b-y the 
siren’s blasts, alternating with the shouts of the 
leadsman reporting his perpetual soundings, with 
the ne\er-ending fugue of the waters abme and 
u 
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' iiiuil:- 

-iflii oi the nhif with whiih ilic) saw the morn- 
ing hrc.ik with Its promise of discoicring the 
missing msslI md obt. lining the scriiccs of .i 
m.m who, i\cn in such conditions, ma\ be 
di pended upon to know where the llooghU has 
sioiind 1 I h mnel through the sand 

If till pilot’s \essel IS found it niglit his coming 
on hoird imi lie full of thrills \wn% some fi\e 
hundred \aids or more .t gre.it ruddv 'flare glows 
upon the ling .mid is here nnd there reflected in 
Ilu turmoil of the hl.iekiitss between Tiicn what 
Slims Ills t oelvlc-slii 11 of .1 bo.il is seen adiancing 
o\ci wa\es lint altern.iteli swallow it in Ihcir 
hollows, and shoot it through iheir crests and 
D hen It ne.irs the su.mier it looks as though it 

1 L '!' ''Hi citrNone abo.ard it 

mow nil The screaming wind and rushing water 
nnkt .ill Mill cs m ludiblc, hut a rope ladder shoots 
out into the ink% space where, now thirli to fortv 
feet below now on a leiel with the steamer’s 
bulw irks, tlic coekle-sliell goes up and down 
u figure jumps ..board, then another, and m .a 
bnq’ the boat is aw.n on its return journee to the 

said '"‘‘AD such a scene has 

‘iaid Afj bov shall neier he a Hooghh pilot ” 

rz— 

growth on an unshaved ch.nl ’slowly merSS 
S' tS m composed of trees^ 

Ss ‘Sha"t mt S here before 

than the reS ^ 

man me rest, is Saugor Island, we go to the left 

scarcely distinguishable above 
-green verdure, but it has nSr 
d eless, been celebrated m lerse, for it She sSe 

of meS“7 P'^S^':''^^eb 3 Hindus, and is the sTte 
theS Ganges aS 

hv ^ ^ r V the horror w as stonperi 

“T General^MaTcl?.^ 

immolated themsdl es biS 

cu uiemseh es by drow nmg or death m the 
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j.ius ol ili(> ( icK odilts I h.il ciistoiii mspiiLd [olui 
iAxdui s ^vIiilIi (otuludts *” 

‘N'oi dl I)lu(. (.unpa’s inouiUam Dood 
I Ml .oils so p,,n.dl^ )ni)„d tin f.inc, 
MMlltUMosiMlu tio^re of lu.Mun blood, 

So lou K. “ ' 1 inipious slam ” 

So lov\ K,o^r ,s ,i ,hai tiu (ulont of .Sba swcnt 

n tlixo qua.ltrs of ,ts mhabitanls. In.t cxcn 

f Jf.UM, al ifu casu.n uul of ilu d.lti, nh.ch, 
in .\o uas su,pt In slornl-^^n^(. fed b.,W, 
.10(1 lost ',0,000 ol Its mli.ibit mts_morc thin half 
Its popiil ihon 
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nstaiKEs of Its dtvounne- capabilities anH thn 

(’I'lTlrn"!^" details’ of these 

(.it.ilropies keep up its sinister reputation 

uinq- however, to the ijrcat dredging- operations 
c.irried on sinee 1907, the excellent nver sun^ey 
md the skill of the Hooghly pilots, the voyage S 
tlic rncr has been rendered not only much fafer 



Old Court House Street 


DA' 

The beaurifol 


The Hooghly is one of the most dangerous and 
^lifTiLult rivers to navigate in the world It is 
entered after passing Saugor Its deepest channel 
runs, now' on the eastern, now on its w'cstern, side, 
nnd Its bed is a mass of shoals of var3'mg height 
and area, some al their apex shownng as islands, 
some forming bars which can only be passed when 
the tide is high, and this tide races in and out 
with incredible speed, 

" And always underneath that heaving tide 
The changing bottom runs, or piles, or quakes, 
Fling-ing immense heaps up to wallow' w'lde. 
Sucking the surf ice into w'hirls like snakes 
Tf anything should touch that shifting sand, 

All the blind bottom sucks it till it sinks. 

It takes the clipper ere she comes to land , 

It takes the thirsting tiger as he drinks ” 


but possible for vessels of much greater draught 
than was previously the case In 1857 only those 
draw'ing twent} -tw'o feet or under w'ere permitted 
passage Now those draw'ing twentymine feet 
may pass tins tortuous and difficult entrance to 
one of the w'orld’s greatest ports 

Notwithstanding all the care and skill devoted 
to tlie navigation of the Hooghly there is always 
potential disaster from miscalculation or circum- 
stances in which it IS often difficult and sometimes 
impossible ^o apportion the blame Thus, on 
August 29th, ^927, the steamer Galcuiia, carrying 
a crew' of 71 hands all told, 7 passengers, and 
8,380 tons of cargo, going up the river, collided 
w'lth the outw'ard-bound steamer Rahdats of about 
the same size, cargo tonnage, and number of crew, 
and, grounding below' the central Fulta sand buov. 
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l>n urn t tui.il w K ( Iv illlioiiqii no Ini •> \\cM( 

Hm ohvjnn tionv lu ti (Hu whuhtlu ttvn pin- 
villi'- III I'll iMi’M tll\ Ini'll In l'( u 1 1 ntxnlnl l'\ 
siulili'n mil luiii'ii'- sloiiU'-, im! u ui< tin inln- 
\ ' 1 - l'\ iii\,(^iun; I M ii'Ui , lui tl\i i n'oti wluii 
>-11 mills ln\i 11 II In il lln ]im 1 s'fiU, mil .no 
smiuK Inilluil, (Iii\ in mnunii .md smin linn s 
si rimisK ijTin 11,1 il, l'\ tin ulvnitiil i lion . w hn li, 
It i\ii\ full mni'U md t\<i\ lu w iiuii'ii lull 
I'spunllv It tin lime nf tlir iqumns, i fi ni s up 
tin inn it tin fust of tin llond-tidi with in 
ippnllini; I on In ml mili s nwn, m i will nf 
\\ Ui r ofti n t\\ I ntv ti 1 1 m In u;lil 


Xol f II tin in e on llu iipu ird joiirnci one i nines 
to I'ult.i, \Ik id\ nuntiuiuil, the point to wltieli 
llu itfiij^ns fiom llu ‘'ii.|^< of (..dmitii in i“sf’ 
Iltd md. lull fill tin. ih.intv of the Hull li rcsi- 
dmls, would hive pirislnd fioin stiiv.ition, but 
It IS not until Hudm-Hudge. witli its j^rcat oil 
i«((pli(hs, IS pissed, .md soon .iftir tin Ro}.iI 
Ihit.inii d ti.iidins, foundul in i^.Sti In’ the 1 .nt 
indi I C oinp m\ , th.it .i v lew’ of tin port n obt nned 
md sonu uh.i of its impoil.mee is nahsul 
Below tins point the 11. din on the nv i r w ill Ii.ne 
him lonfmid to <i fi w outifoinf^ ste. liners, eountrv 
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dhe ban’vs of the Hooghly arc of a very uninter- 
esting character Sandbanks and jungle, both of 
unimpressive height, but the latter of great den- 
sit\, with clumps of palm-trees here and there, 
and showing little sign of human habitation, are 
all that IS visible until nearing Diamond Harbour 
Hereabouts are a' few bungalows, and the mud 
1 and reed-covered huts of the people are evident 

Here, too, if the tide docs not serve, steamers 
have to wait for the next, and passengers endure 
perhaps their first attack from mosquitoes, which 
v rnay spioil their enjoyment of a glorious sunrise or 

sunset, for at this point the nv’er runs norlh-vv’est 
d to south-east, and on its broad bosom reflects the 

^ riot of colour in the sky, making the land a very 

,1 minor factor in a sphere of w’onderful chromatic 

harmonv 
11 2 


boats, and steam launches hurrj'ing to the mills, 
hut above it the surface becomes increasingly 
covered by these, to which are added the busy 
passenger steamers between the numerous city 
ghats, the great jute flats which he like dead 
whales in the centre of the stream, havnng brought 
their cargo from the far-eastern portions of 
Bengal, the little tugs which alw’a3’s seem so busv , 
and the lesser green boats that alw ays appear so 
slow All these dot the river, while along the 
eastern bank he, as though m silent disdain, the 
steamers in a long line surrounded by barges at 
their moorings, taking their rest after voyages 
from remote quarters of the globe, a line continu- 
ing until It IS lost in the haze that hangs over 
Howrah and the great city to its right 
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iMoni the Botanical Gardens, .it Sibpnr, to 
C ilciill.i, tile western hank of the Hoog^hly h.is 
upon It hut one building of any architectural pre- 
tension 1 his IS tin stnieture erected in 1S21, at 
the instance of Bishop iMiddielon, for the instruc- 
tion therein of Indian ,ind other souths in the 
doi trines ,ind disnphne ol Chi isti.nnil} , and was 
fur long c.illul “ I he Bishop’s College ” I he 
inlesiastiial institution was ni.iin ^enrs ago 
tr.insfcrrcd to prepiists in I^owcr Circular Ro.ad, 
Calcutta, mil the fine 1 udor huilding at Sihpur 
has now most in.ippropn.itcl} hLconie the Bengal 
Lngincering College I he rest of the western 
h.ink until Howrah is rc.iehcd is coccrcd bv the 
ship-hiiilding', tinibir, ind eoal }ards inseparable 
from a sc.iport, ,ind these .ire ocertopped b\ the 
ho\-hki strut tiires of the gre.it mills which he 
behind them 

On the c.isteni bank, howceer, the points of 
interest .ire m.iin hirst will be noted the 
immense works in progress in the construction of 
the King Pdward Docks, atnong-si the l.irgesl in 
the Orient 1 hose h.ne deniohshed the mansions 
out c inh.ihited 1 )\ Calcutta not.ibles and the palace 
where the King of Oudh so long" resided Nc\t 
will be obserced the entrance to the existing Kid- 
derpore Docks, m.irkcd In a clock-tower ‘\ short 
distance higher up w.is at one time the Goxern- 
ment Doekeard, now closed, and hcrc.ibouts arc 
moored an\ \essels belonging to the Government 
which maj be in port The house embedded in 
trees, just to the north of the Kiddcrporc Creek, 
IS that of the Port Ofliecr From here begins the 
Str-md Road, which runs north for miles along- the 
b.mk, .ind proeides C.dcutta with the \cnuc where 
Its elite drnc m the esenmg, to “ cal the air,” as 
the Indian phrase goes ‘\l that lime it is crowded 
witii cars of e\cr\ si7C and kind Before the 
steamer reaches the landing stage at Outr.am Ghat 
file tracellcr will be biisc asking ” What is that 
and thal^ ” .is successncic come 111 sight the fire 
memorial tow'cr m memory of tiic Lascars wdio lost 
their h\cs in tlic Great War (one of Calcutta’s 
iiandsomcst monuments) , Prinsep’s Gli.at, erected 
in memor} of a popular member of the Civil Ser- 
vice, and the spot at wbicb for many years the 
great ceremonial landings in Calcutta of Viceroys 
and of Soxercigns xvcrc made, the last being that 
of King George in 3911, the ramparts of Fort 
William, w’ltli Its lofty aeiials, and the Gw'abor 
Memorial (commonly called The Pepper-box) 
erected by the Earl of Ellenborough in 1847 m 
memory of the ofiicers and men who fell in the 
Gw'ahor campaign of 1843 under the leadership of 
Sir Hugh Goiigli, which, notwithstanding the 
ridicule Calcutta bestow's upon it, is a landmark 
that attracts attention and so fulfils its object 
admirably 

As the city of Calcutta lies well back from the 
river bank, no view of it is obtainable from the 
river, but the x^essels that put it in communication 
W'lth all parts of the xvorld are seen at their moor- 
ings all along this eastern bank, from Kidderpore 


to Howrah, not obstructing the view as did in 
former da>s the tow'enng masts of the vanished 
s.nlmg ships, but perhaps more indicative of the 
power and might of Commerce than were those 
crowded specimens of sca-beaiitv man has ceased 
fo l)uild 

Just ,it the spot where the long line of sailing 
xesscls, three abreast, used to end, arriving 
stc.imers come to rest, and, swinging round wath 
tile Iide, arc brought in to the landing stage, xvhere 
llieir p.isscngcrs are put ashore dose to the com- 
manding premises of tlie Imperial Bank of India 
.md .ilmost under the shadow' of the High Court 
of C.ileiilta 

Approach by Railway 

Those who approach the city by rail from the 
norlli, 1 c , from Bombaj or Karachi, are gener- 
.ilh, long before tlicj reach Bengal, utterly tired 
of the monotonx of the prospect of seemingly end- 
less pl.iin, sparsely sprinkled b} trees, xx'hich is 
obserxnble from tlie tram, or of contemplating the 
interior of their carriage, should the journey be 
made m liic summer, for at that season the sun- 
light and heated air are best excluded 

It IS, therefore, xxith some surprise, xx'hen the 
train slops after a long run, at the French settle- 
ment of Cliandcrnagore, in the first half of the 
morning, that the trax'cller, aw.akened by the 
stopp.age, looks out and finds the little station sur- 
rounded bv tall, tbicklx foliaged trees, through 
xxhieh the first glimmer of daxxn is breaking, and 
that Ills ears arc entranced bv the chatter of an 
inx isibic and innumerable clioir of birds It is a 
dcligJitful experience, and renders the arnx'al m 
Bengal thenceforth unforgettable, an impression 
tliat the freshness of the moist atmosphere, the 
luxuriance of the foliage, the prexalence of xx'ater 
in rix'cr, tank, and pool, xvith tlie increasing 
proximitx of dwellings, x'arj'ing in character from 
tlic mud hox'el to the ornate stucco of the Rajah’s 
garden house, combine to register in the memory 
The run from Chandernagore to Hoxvrah pro- 
x'ldes no sight of more importance than that of the 
East Indian Raihxa}' Co ’s carriage and xxagon 
xxorks at Lillooah , and thence the great sidings 
announce the proximity of the terminus, xxhich 
prox'es to be an uninteresting array of platforms 
at right angles to the front of the station, the 
latter being parallel to the river Hooghly and 
only some fifty yards from it 

Those xx'ho approach the citv from the south, 
by the Bengal Nagpur Raihvay, have not 
the profusion of tropical verdure so lax'ishlv 
unfolded to them , but the greenness of the xx'ell- 
xx'atered country betxxeen Orissa and Calcutta is 
alxx'ays lefreshing On this side more is seen of 
I ice-fields, gardens for the supply of the city’s 
need of vegetables and the early train is laden 
xvith great baskets of fish from the small riparian 
x'lllages The line also passes over the Rup- 
narain River, one of the txvo tributaries of the 
Hooghly, to the incoming of xvhich is due the for- 
mation of the 7 <imes and Mctiy shoal Close to the 
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< it\ 1 MOW of n b w T ti vliow >' oiu of llu miiii.vuiiL 
tnii'- \\hu)i vonuMi u wiiii oulKim, viIKim*., 
111(1 s('on ilt<r iv r( i< Ik d llu ‘■nou ti rniimi^ ihat 
H>(i\(s tin I i*-! liulnn K.nl\\ i\ Iiaflu it 
Howrah 

llowrih I*- 1 \ Ini^N ‘•talion, iiul, wlun the 
mail li ini'- inivt. llu pi tlloiin'', iiowditl with 
PiirojU 111’' uul liuinnv nf ill Upts iiul <l(^rr('', 
pri‘'iiil i \(r\ inimiUd m < lu Ihloio llu* Irnii 
'-top'. It i'- houded h\ c oi'lii < latiu'iit ini^ for 
(.njciui iiH 'll lo rt nun o luui: im lo llu coimiiiui'' 
wliidi lu 111 lo 1 iKo p rs inio llu tit\ u ro>'S 
ilu- nxir. or if ilu hiidm ''pinnmq^ tlu' llonj^lih 
!<: luit opt n, to llu fi I r\ ''t( iiiut'' Ktjil foi lint 
pm po''0 

] ho hndm in tpu. ''linn, jint noith of tho ml- 
m\ urnnnu''. n it m irh ill linu'> < tow did with 
foot pT‘>''(.nci rs nnd xihuiilir iriflii, and fioin it 
an iMilknl \uw of llu •'Orond i lU of tlu I nipirc 
IS ohi iimd rvundini; alon^ the eistirn h ink 
to llu ''Oiith, as fir is ihi ixc cm sci , arc the 
lines of suinurs at tho jittus In the Ini K- 
i^roiind now dirk iinsi tin nsuif^ smi, the 
t;rtTt inissts <if tho (loncrnl I’nsi Ofiire, the P 
and O oflu i s, mil the Iluth Court ire proniinint , 
while iwn\ to tlu north the rmr t ikes i curve to 
the west, nnd is on both banks crowded with 
industn d estnbhshmcnts of various kinds On 
the citv bulk bnthincr Rhal after bathint;- crhal 
IS alive with bathers vountr "ttl nialc and 

female, thrive and qtiv, all intent on their immer- 
sion in the snered river 

'strand Road, Q'lving' access to the centre of 
Calcutta, IS a thorouplifarc of warehouses on the 
one side and on the other of ollices mixed with 
Indian shops, nmoncT winch a temple mav be ob- 
serv ed 1 he road is n irrovv, p iv eel w ith stone sets , 
ind a tramline in tlie centre is not prepossessing:, 
but progress along a short street connecting: 
Strand Road with Clive Street leads to a wonder- 
ful transformation in the scene bv palatial offices 
and the fine expanse of Dalhousie Square, with 
the imposing building which houses the Gov'crn- 
ment of Bengal, St \ndrew’s Kirk, and the Post 
and Telegraph Offices prominent among the sur- 
roundings of its central garden and spacious sheet 
of water 

History 

The histor} of the cit} begins in i6go, wdien 
Job Chamock, agent of the East India Company, 
chose It as the place in which to settle and trade 
ivith the people of the countr} 

The settlement grew quicklv , and the name of 
Fort William, m honour of the reigning King of 
England, was conferred upon it in 1700 Little 
provasion for its defence was, however, thought 
necessary, and what vv'as sanctioned vv^as provaded 
in a verj dilatorv fashion, so that w'hen m 1756 
the Governor, Drake, gav^e shelter to a son of the 
Nawab of Dacca, wdiose vv'ealth the Naw'ab Nazim 
of Bengal, Suraj-ud-Dow'lah, coveted, and w'as re- 
quested to giv'e him up and destroy the fortifica- 
tions of Fort William, there w^ere but barely 200 
men to defend the post 


On Di.ikt's tcfiis.il to enmph with (he N.iw.ib's 
iiiMikni ill m uul, Sur.i]-u(I-Dow lab attacked it 
with 1 frill L Slid to consist of 1^0,000 men, and 
soon dun I the g ti rison out Some escaped down 
the iivir to tin Dutch settle mcnl at Fulta , but 
I |b will mule prisoneis, and on tlie evening of 
Sunil IV , limi 2olh — one of the hottest nights of 
the VC. 11 — wire all crammed into .1 dungeon, " a 
I ulu of iS felt ” m si/i, wlicie, without water or 
.111. t XI I pi what entered thimigli two ^mail grated 
windows, iluv sneeiimhed one hv one, and when 
tlu iloor w is opened on the following morning 
onlv 2 '^ wi re alive 

Watson and ( live, from Madras, rc-eslabhshcd 
tlu* 0(1 iipitmn of the fort on the second dav of the 
suiiecdmg viar ifler an engagement at Budge- 
Hudge. md a wide later Hoogbij Town fell to 
m ilt.iek b\ Coote War was sliorth after 
diil.ired between Ivngland and France, Cbander- 
nagorc being captured on March 22nd, and on 
June 2-5riI Clive fought the Nawab’s armv of 
1^0.000 men, i.Soo horse, and guns, at Plasscv, 
witli a loss of mil} 7 Europeans killed and 13 
wounded, nnd of Sepovs 36 killed and 36 
wounded, routed them and marched in triumph 
to the capital at Moorshedahad 

1 he succeeding incidents in the conquest of 
Bengal were the relief of Patna, besieged b\ 
Mahomed Goluir, hv Chvc, the defeat of the same 
Shnhzatla when he again invaded Bchar m 1760, 
hv Calhaud, and bv Carnac about a vear later, 
the second relief of Patna wiien besieged by Mcer 
Kassim, bv Adams, who found 150 English 
prisoncis brutal!} murdered, and in 1764 the de- 
feat of Suraj-ucl-Dowlah at Buxar, bv Munro, 
whieb resulted in the grant of the Dew'ani of 
Bengal, Beliar and Orissa lo the British b} Shah 
Alum at Delhi in August, 1765, and the consoli- 
dation of their power in these provinces 

Calcutta was, m the latter }cars of the i8th 
centurv, nothing but a swamp, undrained, and 
close to a malarious jungle It suffered grievmusly 
from successive epidemics, of wdiich those 
of 1737 and 1762 were the most terrible the 
latter being said to hav^e resulted in the death of 
t;o,ooo Indians and Soo Europeans, while famine 
and pestilence in 1770, says Hi/'ley's Gazette, 
accounted for 7,600 deaths, in the citv betw^een 
Julv 13th and September loth “ The v^er} 
streets,” whites Macaula} , " were blocked with 
the dying and the dead, ” and seafaring folk on 
leaving spoke of it as ” Golgotha ” 

Little wonder, therefore, that those able to 
afford it, lived well away from it, as did Clive at 
Dum-Dum, Jones at Garden Reach, Chambers at 
Cossipore, and AVarren Hastings, Francis, and 
Barw'ell, at Ahpore that to get nch quickly and 
enjoy life while it lasted was the desire of the 
Company’s servants 

Their wholesale peculation and extravagance 
eventually caused Parliament, wLen renewing the 
Charter of the Company in 1773, to effect such 
changes in its constitution as would make ” for 
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ilu' Inttor itKniInt.on of the Bntish It.ntoiics in 
-.ist Iiulus, 111(1 tliLsL weiL coiiK Kknt with 
the .iiipointnuiil nl W .irrcn ll.istinfrs .is the first 
(.tnernor (.eiural of l-ort \\ illi.ini in BeiUMl ” 
1 hi \\.i\ in whidi Ins oflorts to reform the ad- 
mmisti.ition wen lendend futile b\ the .ippoinl- 
iinnt of four mi minis to his Couneil with ecpul 
authorit\ to his own ind the ciisumf,'- lon^r quarrel- 
ltd b\ braiKis, aic well-known Iiisiorv 
It w IS well for ( iliutta and Indi.i that Ilastinps 
was stron},r mou-h to oiitstai all his opponents, 


I iic nest Governor General, Sir John Mac- 
phersem, was too busily engaged in shaking the 
•ipda Jree to do an} thing for Calcutta, but 
luekil} his term of ofiicc wm-, but a short one of 
I went} months 

Lord Corinvalhs, who succeeded him, was 
alreach famous for his part in the American War 
<’f Independence, and soon had his hands full m 
India w'lth the subjugation of Mi sore and of the 
M.ihrattas, but seems, nevertheless, to have in- 
Icrested himself in the old eathedral, for he pre- 



tPlioto Johnston nnd Hoftmonn 

SITE OF THE BLACK HOLE, CALCUTTA 


This historic pHcc is inside the Sate just north of the Post Office in Dslhousic Square The tnblet shou n in the picture reads as follows 
The marhie p leemcnt helow this spot was placed here h> Lord Curron Viceros nnd Goicrnor Geneml of Indin in 1901 to marl the site 

of the prison in old Port W'llll im Unovinasthe Ulacic Hole In at hich 146 British Inhabitants of Calcutta t\ ere confined on the nifitit or 

thedOthlune 1756 and from w hich 23 came out aiitc The pat ement marks the exact breadth of the prison 14 feet 10 inches but not its 
full length 18 feet about one third of the area at the north end bcinfi cotered bj the building on tthich this tablet is hsed 


to hold Eiugland’s possessions in the East un- 
impaired, wdiile in the AVest she lost America, 
Alinorca, and Florida, to patronise in Calcutta the 
inception of the old calliedral and of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, and to see the administration 
of justice w'ell established by the Chief Justice 
and Judges of the new Supreme Court 

He left the city in 1785 amid the acclamation 
of crow'ds of admirers, wdio escorted him to 
Saugor, at the mouth of the Hooghly, to undergo 
on landing in England the impeachment before 
the House of Lords which w'as his countr}'’s re- 
ward for the preservation of an Empire and the 
construction of a Government 


sided over its first vestr} meeting, w'as present at 
Its consecration, and w'as instrumental m conve}- 
ing to It gifts of considerable value His 
greatest achievement w'as that, given by the 
Court of Directors power to disregard the votes 
of his Council, he put dowm abuses and punished 
fraud, thus ensuring the purity of the services, 
the venalitv of w'hich had been conspicuous The 
Permanent Settlement and a settled and lucid code 
of civil and criminal procedure remained as monu- 
ments of his zeal in internal organisation 

Sir John Shore, an intimite friend of Warren 
Hastings, follow'ed Cornwaillis, and during ns 
term of office the ” Zemindar,” who had or 










CAl cun A. 


v( \ ( nt\ \ (. u '' 1 h t n tin <'Oii m 1 in < li n n( " pn)>lit 
nrdt I . ( oM'-i I \ nil \ , iiu! iu‘ ihli nl llu < il\ .iiul its 
siihnil's, \\ IS slioin o) tins dutv. tnd it was 
intiiisiid to “ Instills ol tin 1\’ n i , tin Inst 

lins|ni il w IS t st ihlislii (i, MuitKipil ( io\ < 1 titm tti 
insiiiutMl . i i(t;nln assivvimni inadi , nid tin 
limits ol tin <.U\ tml snlmihs dt Inn d 

In tin I 111 ol Moininj^ton In tin 

known is tin fiist M lupiis \\ i lli s!i \ , In i aim 
(nwc inor (ii nnal. ind to linn ]nilnps is min li m 
to ni\ mill, is <hn < i!< ntt i > ck itin s-. foi In 
Tt oin 1 pi on ( ill t! to i i < n i i < sid< in t of i s|, i In 


llu old lallndid was inkirf^td, and llic loun 
Hall ( ontph l( d IIk intirisi m the former 
ii.is him I oiiinn linn ati d In the (.rtition in tliil 
snnliinx ol i miihli bust of him In Iiiinnif^s, 
ihnnii; tin \ic<io\al(\ of llu I irl of Minlo, 
i<io:;-io 

I Old Mona, ifiiiwaids M ircpjis of II isimo's, 
siineidid to tin olhi i , iinl to him Cnlnitia owes 
the Ml ind Koad, the .nenins and piths .leross 
tin M ndaii. with m m\ otlni aim mins, foi he 
foinud 1 loltiii ( ommillee ufiose (f^ort^ rused 
tin fiinils loi ihisi mi])! o\ i nu iits lU tompleted 
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[nhoto Bourne nnd Shepherd 


The ohchsh on the left wns presented to the tit) h) Lord Curron when Vicero) of Indn ond untededb) him on December 19 190^ It is 
srephen in white mnrble of the hncl ind pi ister one oriMmll) erected b) 7schsrnh Holwell President of the Government Council in 
1 /GO ss a tombstone ov er the Idd \ letims of the Ilheh Hole At the corner of the neiRhbourini, Colle-ctomtc to the w est of the monument 
0 marble tablet be.irs the inscription Ifi feet behind thisw-ill was the entrance to the east Rate of Tort W'llliam throuRh which the bodies 
of those who perisheal in the Black Hole were brousht out ind thrown into the ditch of the ravelin on June 21 1756 The names of the 

V ictims are eoRi-aved on the monument 


thought befitting the dignit) of his ollice, and bj 
his imperialism began that extension of British 
India to whiLh became due the great expansion of 
the city’s commerce Had he iiad ins w'Ui , tiierc 
Would also have been erected at Barrackpore a 
Ptilace of generous dimensions , but the Court of 
Directors refused to Sanction tliat project, and he 
was recalled m disgrace He W'as, how/ecer, more 
fortunate than Vl'^arrcn Hastings Tlie great 
Work of the Earl of Mornmgton in India was recog- 
nised thirt) jears later by the voting of a statue 
and a grant to him of ;£'2o,ooo 
The next Gocernor General was the first Lord 
Minto, Avho became popular m Calcutta, wdiere 
he ruled from 1S07 to 181^ During that period 


the conquest of Western India, and the campaign 
against the Nepalese added the hill country around 
Mussoone and Simla to the Compan) ’s territory 
The number of streets m the city named after his 
possessions, “ Moira,” ” Hungerford,” ” Raw^- 
don, and Loudon ” Streets, record the grati- 
tude of its citizens He left India in 1823, and in 
the following year the portico now forming the 
entrance to the Dalhousie Institute was erected 
to protect a statue of him b} Chantre} The In- 
stitute Itself W'as not erected until 1865 

The first }ears of the rule of Lord Amlierst 
extending from 1823 to 1828, were occupied b\ 
the first Burmese War, wdneh added Assam, 
Arracan, and Tenasserim to the Eastern posses- 
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sions, apin incrunsinq: Hic importance of Calciilta, 
out to liini on tlic otiicr liancl was due the in- 
mit^uratip of Simla as ilic summer capit.il of 
india J he onh’ memorial of him m the city is 
Amherst Street m Us northern quarter 

In his successor, Lord W A C Bentinclc, the 
countr\ owes stcim communication, tlit abolition 
of suttee, suppression of tluip:pree, the introduction 
of Lng-lish iducation, the foundation of the 
'Icdiral Collep:o, liic admission of educated 
Indians to the Juf!fher oflices of State, and the 
re mo\ al of m«in\ restrictions on lr,idc — i notable 
morel for the first Go\ crnor-fiencral of India, 
uhich title he assumed m No\ ember, 183^ 

Sir Charles Metcalfe who follow’cd him w'as 
Calcutta born, and mcnrrctl the censure of the 
directors for his action in freeing^ the Indian Press 
from \e\atious bonds He aftcrw'ards cfovcrned 
both Jamaica and Canada 

Lord Auckland who came next g-alhcred around 
himself clc\er ad\iscrs in the persons of R\an, 
Malkin, and Cohin, whose actnitics resulted in 
the sowmer of seed which came to har\cst in the 
time of Dalhousie , while to his si-,tcrs, the Misses 
Lden, the cit\ owes the pfift of the g^ardens named 
after them 

1 he tenure of office of Lords Lllenboroucfb and 
Hardincc was marked b\ g:reat mihtarj activitt 
and added Semdo to the Compan^ ’s swa} , that of 
Wilbei force Bird, in the inlerreg'num between 
them, was distinguished b\ the signature of the 
Act abolislung slaxcr) in India 

Lord Dalhousie, assuming office in 1S48 and 
leasing in 1856, left a marsellous record of bene- 
fits conferred the penny post, the telegraph scr- 
Mce, railwa)s, public works, the opening of the 
Civil Service to public competition, and the in- 
stitution of the office of Lieut Go\crnor of 
Bengal being among many results of his benevo- 
lent activit) 

His successor, Lord Canning, had to meet the 
crisis of the great Mutiny, wdiich he faced with 
coolness and determination He left India in 
1S62 as Its first Viceroy, its government having 
been transferred to the Crown in November, 


Lord Elgin’s Ahceroyalty had little notable 
about It, and Lord Napier’s was extremely short , 
but it IS worthy of note that the latter, when a 
subaltern in 1838, constructed the road to and 
laid out the settlement of Darjeeling, the queen 
of hill stations and the sanitarium of Bengal 
During Lord Lawrence’s rule, from 1864 to 
1868 occurred the commencement of the summer 
exodus to Simla, the Bhutan War (which resulted 
in the annexation of the Dooars), the famine in 
Orissa, and the commercial crisis of 1866 

Lord Mayo’s term w'as distinguished by the 
creation of an Agricultural Department, great 
increase m the facilities for communication, and 
in the number of colleges and schools His 
assassination at Port Blair, in the Andaman 
Islands, barely six months after the murder ot 
Mr Justice Paxton had horrified Calcutta, endeil 
the career of one who had become greatly be 


loved m the city, w'hcre he is commemorated bv 
an equestrian statue and by the fine west window 
by Burne Jones in St Paul’s Cathedral 

Lord Northbrook had to contend with the 
Bengal famine of 1873-4, during which he re- 
fused to make the summer exodus to Simla, going 
instead to Shillong and Hazaribagh His Vice- 
ro^,llt^ was m 1875 made memorable by a visit 
yV/'^ ^’'■mce of Wales, afterwards King Edward 

Lord Ljtton, the son of the novelist and the 
next Viceroy, had to face famine in Southern 
India and the Second Afghan War, but the latter 
being brought to a glorious conclusion by Sir 
Frederick Roberts, his term of office ended with 
the great Durbar at Delhi, where Queen Victoria 
W'as proclaimed Empress of India on New' Year’s 
Dae, 1S77 

His successor, Lord Ripon, eontrieed to make 
himself the ViccrO}' most disliked b\' the Euro- 
peans and the most admired by the Indian section 
of the citirens of Calcutta, b\ his introduction of 
1I10 famous llbert Bill, and his extension of local 
self goeernment 

‘\ Yiccroe of great popularity was Lord 
Dullcnn, whose hospitality and wit, combined 
with the triumphant conclusion of the Burmese 
War, made his career in India a brilliant fragment 
of an cxceptionalK distinguished life 

Lords Lansdow’ne and Elgin followed without 
an_\ great e\cnt to mark their sw'ay, but to Lord 
Cur/on came great opportunitj , and to him Cal- 
cutta IS indebted for the conception and com- 
pletion of the fine \ ictona Memorial, the re- 
ercction of the Hohvell Monument, and a general 
improeement in its Municipal government 

On the other hand, it is possibly due to bis 
alienation of tlie Indian leaders during bis last 
eears in Calcutta that the agitation for reforms 
came into being, which, resulting m the klinto 
concessions and the removal of the capital to 
Dcilii, low'ered the prestige of Calcutta and re- 
moved from active participation in her affairs all 
future \icerojs after Hardinge of Pcnsliurst in 


1911 

The jear 1869 is notable in the city’s annals as 
the date of the first visit to India of a scion of the 
British Roj'al Famil)' in the person of H R H the 


Duke of Edinburgh , 

In recent years royal visits have followed eac 
otlier fairly quickly, namely that of the Prince o 
Wales (afterwards King Edw'a-d VII ) in 
when he opened the Zoological Gardens at j- 
pore, of the Duke of Clarence (1890) , of the 1 
Fated last Czar of Russia as Czanvitch i» 9 C 
jf the Prince and Princess of Wales m ^ 
IS King George V and Queen Marj' for eir 
:oronation as Emperor and Empress of In la m 
1911 , of the present Prince of Wales in 1921 o 
3pen the Victoria Memorial , and of the mg an 
lueen of the Belgians in 1925 
On all these occasions Calcutta has bee p 
n its hospitality and profuse m its 1 * ’ 

br so decorated it most trul}' justifies 1 s 
,e called a “ Citj of Palaces ” 
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Silc of tlio lUncK Hole nnil >ts Vicinitv 

1 he puMu huililinf^" \\huh lir^l .ilti icl ntUn- 
tion in the cilv lu whuli ctcwtl iiiniml 

llu Mtc of lln old loi t, llu •'i ( lU' ol the HI u k Hole 
Inijcdv <.u\irinL; a poitioi. <ir lliU '•itc ihc 
Iniui'-onu litntid Ho*-! tfllut, <ipi in il in ihbh 
It lus two Inqli '-tonv'-, mth hope pilln*» on the 
nsi nul ^oulli ind n't'-^nt pu i >• it iillui tnd, 
rm lo'.inti '^^^IU i*-! v llu nn^Ii foiniinj^ tlio 
cornel of t Int tiint sucit and DalluniMe Squire 
is voini*eiu 111 ir, ind sm inonnied with i dome, 
winch Is oiu of C ik i.ltn’s 1 indin irks St inding- 
on a liiqh plinth foi nu d In st\<n or inoic sttps, 
the (Itntral Host Ollui is um of tlio best di signed 
Iniildines III f ill nit i lo I nul (.ni/on is to lie 
atinlnitcd the fait that \isiiors cm triei, h\ 
nu ms of hro id hm s of hriss sunlv in the pa\i- 
nunt of the plinth, and of tin suk w dk. ind b\ 
tablets in w ills m tin Miinit\, tin outline of the 
old forlris-,, md rt disc sometlimt: of llu strinqth 
of Its w ills Iwo Imis (if iwtivc in 111 s to the 
wtsi of niu t ihlet in all of it now nmainint; 
al)o\ e trnnind 1 best oriqinalh formed i portion 
of the arc uk insuk tin south lurt un 

The site of the U 1 ii k lloli ilsilf is marked In 
a sHh of hi lek in irhh , ahine whiili is i deserip- 
ti\e tablet These in insuk tin q ile just north 
of the Post Olhit, in D dhousic Square 

\ tablet on the corner of the red brick office of 
the Colk*etor of Calcutta, a little farther north, 
marks the position of the last q: ite, thmuqdi which 
the bodies of the Metims of the traqede were 
hrouqht and thrown into the riechn ditch next 
rrorninq- In the Custom House compound, in 
Cli\c Street, and Pairhe PI ice, the brass line con- 
tinues, and in the quadranqle of the Cast Indian 
Railwae House i tablet marks the position of the 
north or rncr q:atc through which Sur.aj-ud- 
Howlah forced his entrance on June eoth, 17^^ 
Holw ell’s Monument to those who perished m 
the Black Hole was placed on the spot where 
their bodies were next morning thrown, and was 
erected before he left India in 1760 This was, 
howeeer, remoeed (whe, is not known) be the 
order of the Marquis of Hastings in 1S21, and the 
spot remained unmarked until the present marble 
obelisk was erected be Lord Curron m 1902 Tlie 
original w'as of brick and plaster, the usual com- 
ponents of memorials in Calcutta’s early da^s 
The corner of the Bengal Government offices 
nearest to this memorial coe ers the ground occu- 
pied be the first church erected m the citj — St 
Ann’s, consecrated in 1709 Its steeple fell m 
the earthquake of 1737, and the church eeas 
demolished by the forces of Suraj-ud-Doeedah in 
^e siege of 1756 The Goeemment offices m 
Dalhousie Square are called Writers Buildings 
because a range of quarters for Writers to the 
Go\emment used to occupy the land immediateh 
behind the fa9ade of the present structure , and 
Lions Range, at the rear of it, is reminiscent of 
the first ostensible purchaser of that land 
M nters Buildings extend along the whole 


noitlinn suk of Htilliousic ,Squ.iiL, and were 
LKilul duimg till Licutcnant-fiovcrnorship of 
Sii \‘.hki Ltkii, 1S77-1S82 

Chic Sticct, lunnmg from the north-western 
roinei ol the '-quire, eonl.ims man} interesting 
spots I he pitmises of Messrs J, lines I'lnla) and 
Lo liner the ground oeeupied from 1773 lo 1808 
In “ 1 he llKatri," whieli w,is the ballroom of 
the St till mint, and tin scene of St.ite receptions 
md public funitions of all sorts 

I lie Bonded arehouse, opposite to wliat is 
now Lxi hange Pine, was the residence of tlic 
f imous Biguin Johnstone, the widow of four 
hush mils, among' wliom were a Goiernor of Cal- 
iiitln .md i Senior Member of Council She lies 
buried m tin eemeten of St John's Church, and 
on her tomb is .1 monument in the form of a 
(irtiim slirine 

Mil imprcssiie building forming tlic Roial 
Txi h.inge .md the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
It the i nriier of rxcli.inge Place, replaces that 
whiih w.is the residence of Cine, and, later, of 
I r.incis 

1 he lake in the centre of D.alhousie Square was 
for mam lears the source of the drinking water 
of the settlement It was dug ,md railed round 
some time before 1770, and its waters onl} ceased 
to be consumed on the mslalkition of the municipal 
water suppK at the beginning of the nineteenth 
i entun 

St \ndrew ’s Kirk, at the north-east comer of 
the squ ire, st inds upon the site of the old Court 
House, and gnes this name to a portion of the 
fine street running dirceth south and continuing 
as a ro.id across the Maidan to Kidderpore In 
the old Court House the judges of the Supreme 
Court sat from their arriv.al m 1775 until 17S4, 
when thei moicd to the “ New Court House,” 
which was where the present High Court stands 
The old Court House was finalh pulled dowm in 
1792 The foundation stone of St Andrew’s Kirk 
was laid in 1S15 (St Andreiv’s Day), and the 
useful clock in the tower dates from 1835 

The police building at the north-w^est corner of 
Lower Cliitpore Road and Lall Bazaar occupies 
the ground where once stood the pillor}q and on 
the opposite corner m 1753 w’as the jail 

No I Mission Row, near here, w'as the resi- 
dence of Monson, the supporter of Francis, and 
No 8 of another member of Hastings’ Council, 
General Clavering, wdio died there in 1777 Mis- 
sion Row w^as the ” Rope Walk,” and formed the 
eastern boundary of Tank Square (now known as 
Dalhousie Square), the scene of furious fighting 
during the siege 

The telegraph and currency offices at the south- 
east corner of Dalhousie Square are imposing 
buildings, but are of comparative!}' recent date 

G01 eminent House and Vicinit}' 

Government House, standing wuthm grounds 
about SIX acres in extent, to which six gates giie 
entrance, owes its construction to Lord Wellesley, 
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oi Moinmtrlon as he llicn ^^as It uas opened on 
Ma\ ^lh, I So::, tlic innivcisary of the fall of 
Sei ini; it nil, ainl \\,is lliLiictforu ,ir<] t]iL rcsi- 
clenee of the ( io\ Lriior-Gencial until the transfer 
of the capital to Dilhi It is a larfjfe bill not icry 
inijiosiiif^- hinhhiief of the Qiutn \nne lipt, and 
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE, CALCUTTA 

thoug;h a p;rc it iniiiroi cnicnt on the precious rcsi- 
cleiiLC of the n presciUntic t of the kiiijr, was in 
the later cears of the Xheeruc ’s oceiipation found 
mueh too small to .ueommodate his j^ucsts in the 
eold season, when the hiwns to Us north were 
j^eiicralh coccred with tents for that purpose 
The durhar-Inll and the b iH-roonis, whieh occupc 
the central liloek (from the comers of wTiieli four 
witiffs project) are larire and noble, but the h\in,r 
looms in the wiii^-s <ire, in conip.irison, ostrcmclc 
small, and few in number In the north-cast w'intr 
met for man\ cears Ills E\ccllcncv’s Council In 
the south-w'cst winij was his private room, in the 
south-east was the prnate drawiniT-room of 
Her Excellcncv , w'hilc the north-west wintj and 
the upper chambers in the others provided 
quarter, which a ver} small house party 
filled The decorations, mainh of white and 



CALCUTTA MUSEUM 

gold, immense chandeliers for lighting, fine 
portraits and tasteful furnishing, made the 
great reception rooms a fitting background for the 
levees, drawing rooms, and State balls wdiich took 
place w'lthin them, representing the beauty, 
valour, brain, and fashion of the da} The silks 
and satins of the ladies’ dresses, the brocades and 
kincobs of the rajahs and their ■=mtes, the vary- 
ing tones and colours of the civilian and military 
uniforms, and the glitter of innumerable jewels, 


formed a wonderful kaleidoscope, changing W'lth 
e\cry movement of its parts and contrasting finely 
with the statuesque figures of the men of His 
h\eellencv s bodyguard standing immovably 
around Rut this glory has departed The fine 
|)ortr<iits, as well ,is eeerything else that w'as 
thought good enough to send to Delhi, w'cre, with- 
out am eonsideration of the associations connect- 
ing them with Calcutta, ruthicssh transported to 
the new capital, w'lthout the slightest refer- 
ent e to Calcutta opinion If the Marquis of 
W ellesle} 's portrait could haec spoken one 
wonrlers what it w'ould have said of this spoliation 
of the mansion its subject had originated, and its 
own transfer to a sphere to wdiich he was a 
stranger The e-^tablishment is, of course, still 
the residence of the head of the Goeernment in 
Rengal , .ind that which his predecessors, the 
I uiitenant Goeernors occupied, ” BeKedere,” at 
\hporc, has become the principal guest house of 
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the Government, and accommodates the Viceroy 
on his ^carlv visit to the cit} for Christmas 

In the gardens of Government House are se^eral 
interesting pieces of ordnance In the south is 
a brass 32-pounder taken from the Sikhs at the 
battle of Alnval, flanked by twm howutzers of the 
same material, captured at Seringapatam On the 
north IS an iron gun on a carriage in the form of 
a dragon, captured in China and set up here b’^ 
Lord Ellenborough in remembrance of the Peace 
of Nankin in 1842 There are also other brass 
guns, on one of which is inscribed Ueeaiiee 
ffijdeuihricl, wdiich recalls the victories of Sir 
Charles Napier and the annexation of Scinde On 
the other gun is Ghu:nce Cobitl, commemo- 
rating the \alour of Pollock and Nott m tie 
second Afghan War This latter gun was 
strangely originally a Dutch one, for upori it can 
also be lead “ Assuerus Koster me fecit, " 

redam 1630,” with the representation of a sani g 
ship and the Dutch Company’s monograin 
In the garden to the w'est are the latest a i mn > 
tw'o German guns 
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\t iIk noillicm i; \li m pn'siKl, (Uinn}; tin. nmt' 
tho (uniinoi is m (..vUiitta, two mounted sow .ns 
of Ins hod\unn(\. .m inno\ nion dttmp; fiom flic 
uitssion ol llu pusdil so\».ieii:n, wlien lltc 
iioiiIkiii nnd soutlu rn il(.wn\s woie itmodelled 

1 he siddist ipisodc oonm i li d w itli llu m.nision 
w IS llu l\ mi;-m-st,\to o< tlu' \ uinn, I ord M.ixo, 
iflci Ins dv is..in.ition it I’oi t M.iii, in tlio \nd.i- 
tmns. indintnnh oiu of tlu'p:<Mst it h, is sun 
w IS tlu 1) dl i;iv<n in lionoin of llu I’iiiul of 
W dcs in 1021 

\linosi iinnudiitih opjiositt t<i tlu noilli p'.tic 
of (lOMriinunt H<niso is tlu' linildiny now occti- 
]nidb\ tlu olluisofilu lit d Cross .md St |olin’s 
\inlnil iiu t ^otutus wlinli, in iS“i, foi nu d llio 
shop tif Mt ssfs 1 Ii u 1 m 1 , ‘spinlv imi (. o , llu honU- 
sclltis \nd into i huK looin t'f tins lunUlmj^ w is 
nrrud tlu hod\ of tlu utuu; ('liuf lustuo, ( 1* 
P i\tnn, who w IS inort ilh woiiiuUd on ihe 
nortlu rn st( ps of liu I own II dl ( tlu n lu ini;; tt m- 
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porariK used b\ the High Court) b\ a Mahonicdan 
fanatic on the morning of September 2olh of the 
Near mentioned 

Beside the western wall of the blot k in question 
IS Fanc\ Lane, a corruption, it is supposed, of 
Plutnsi (.1 gallows), and the location of that instru- 
ment of correction in the early history of the city 

From the north-west eorner of the Goeernment 
House compound to the ri\er runs Hastings 
Street, so named because the house which, until 
some }cars ago was used as the offices of Burn 
and Co , was m 1777 occupied bj Mrs Imshoff, 
who became the second wife of M^arren Hastings, 
tand there thee h\ed for some eears after their 
marriage 

The corner of Esplanade Mansions, overlooking 
Cioeemment House on the east, covers the site 
of Hastings’ office, wdiile Council House Street 
to the west, is so called because the Council 
House in 1758 stood on wdiat is now" the w^estern 
portion of Government House compound, wherein 
a Member of Council, Stanlake Batson, struck 
Warren Hastings in the face at a Council meeting 
on June gth, i'/Gt,, a period of the year when 


liiimidilN md he.il under tempeis great]) inn.im- 
Miable 

Town Hall and lUfflt Court, etc. 

On Fspl.in.ifh Wist, whieli runs from llie w’cs- 
tiin g.ite of till tonipnimd to the river, arc flic 



[I’ll >lo lolinslnn tihI Ilofftmnn 


BENGAL CLUB, CALCUTTA 

I own 11 ill .111(1 the High Com t J lie former, an 
imposing Done struetiirc, li is i fine flight of steps 
le ulmg to Its southern portico nnd is of two 
storcNs I lie lower floor is now ilmost useless, a 
I.irge pirt of it being occupied by the ponderous 
bi ims imploved to siippoit the upper storey, 
whiili Ills long- been tonsidcred in a dangerous 
condition, Init is the onh one in constant use 
OrigmalK covering an area of 172 feet long by 
6:; feet wide, it vv.is divuLd into a centre room 
.md two side aisles bv a double row" of pillars, w'ltb 
a music gilkrt .it the western end and a platform 
at the c.istcrn , vibilc on the south were three 
rooms, the centre one much larger than the others, 
and in it for mane eears the meetings of the 
Corporation of C.ilciitta v\ere held The great 
hall w.as also used for public meetings, dinners, 
concerts, and balls, but when the building wms 
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HASTINGS HOUSE, ALIFORE 

taken over bv the Gov ernment of Bengal for the 
use of the Legislative Council, the spaces betw'-een 
the pillars w ere filled up (sa\ e betw'een tw"o on 
each side for a necessary passage) and the enclosed 
area now" resounds only to the eloquence of the 
members of that important body 

In the outer aisles and m the v estibule on both 
floors are a collection of portraits m oil and busts 
in marble of Calcutta worthies One statue, a 
seated figure pf Alaharaja Roma Nath Tagore, bv 
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Gcllowhki, in the stmi-clarkncsb of tlio lower floor, 
dcsciVLs .1 belter site Ihcse arc the ptopeily of 
^ f Corporation, as well as liic portrait 

of in on Ifastnnrs xvlnch dominates the Council 
Chmnber 1 hose of 'I heir Majesties Kin^r Edward 
nnd iving George \m\ of the Ciovcrnors, Lords 
Carmichael and Ronaldsh.iy, therein are the pro- 
pcrt\ of the C oum il 

Cntil the Completion of the \ letori.i Memorial, 
the southern portico of this hall sheltered West- 
macolt’s St Hue of Warren Ilastinjrs, and hidden 
in the gloom of the western end of the lower 
floor stood H icon’s colossal one of Cornwallis 
The h.ill was indeed primanh built to house these 
statues, being designed in iSo^ during Lord 
W ellesle^ 's regime It was, howeccr, an uncon- 
scionabh long time in construction, for it was 
not completed until 1813 

Tarlher along Esplanade W est stands the High 
Court of C.dcutta, one of the cit\ ’s finest build- 
ings In the Gothic stele, it is the work of Wkaltcr 
Grancille, riO\ernmcnl architect of the time, and 
IS gencralh considered to Inn c been inspired by 
the Town Hall at Vpres dcstroccd in the Great 
W'^ar The foundations A\crc laid in 1864, rnd 
the building was completed in 1872 The fine 
tower in its centre is iSo feet in height The 
structure has in recent ^cars been extended 
towards the north, and now contains ten courts 
In the centre is a fine quadrangular garden wath 
a fountain o\crlookcd from an inner corridor of 
the first floor, the south-east corner of which was 
the scene of the assassination of a Mahomedan 
police officer b\ a Hindu during the spasm of 
anarchical actnity some tw’cntc cears ago The 
officer was shot in the back when approaching the 
head of the south-eastern staircase, down wdiich 
the murderer ran, and W'as arrested by the police 
on guard at the eastern gate 

Tlic judges’ library and the courts contain fine 
portraits of judges wdio have made history, wdiilc 
the barristers’, vakeels’, and pleaders’ libraries 
have those of prominent practitioners of these 
grades The historical student should not miss 
seeing them 

On Esplanade East, the other side of Govern- 
ment House, and half w'ay to Dhurrumtollah 
Street, is the budding erected during the 
Viceroyalty of Lord Curron to accommodate the 
military and foreign offices of the Government of 
India Designed by the late W Banks Gwwther, 
F R T B A , it IS perhaps best described as in the 
Renaissance style, but is not successful, its flank- 
ing towers dwarfing its centre It has, how^ever, 
some fine rooms, and now houses the Imperial 
Library and various offices of the Provincial 
Government 

A hundred yards beyond, at the corner of Dhur- 
rumtollah Street, stands the finest Mahomedan 
building in the city— the mosque built and 
endowed in 1842 by Prince Gholam Mahomed, son 
of Tippoo Sultan The handsome character of the 
building w^ell deserves its present prominence 
through the operations of the Improvement Trust 


m clearing aw.iy the petty shops w'hich formerly 
surrounded it The inscription over the entrance 
door naively states that it wms erected “ in grati- 
tude to God,” and m commemoration of the 
Honourable Court of Directors granting Prince 
Gholam Mahomed the an cars of his stipend in 
1840 an instance where, on one occasion, at 
least, the proierbial procrastination of the Last 
screed some useful purpose 


The Maidan 

The Maidan, or ” Plain,” of park-hke land, 
W'hich stretches from (joecinment House for a 
distance of two miles to the south, and is almost 
the same in breadth from the Hooghly to Chow- 
unghce, by which it is bounded on the east, is 
the great lung of Calcutta and jealously prized by 
Its citizens An example in the latter connection 
occurred w'hen Lord Curzon proposed the erection 
of the \ letoria Memorial on a site near to Govern- 
ment House Such a cyclone of protest arose that 
the \'iceroy immediately discarded the idea, and 
contented himself with the position occupied by the 
old Prcsidcnci jail, at *he opposite end of the plea- 
sanec, which met with universal approbation, 
for the jail w'as an unsighth building, surrounded 
by gloomy trees, a grim reminder of the punish- 
ment awarded for crime, whicli depressed the 
most \irtuous, as they passed it during their eien- 
ing dri\ c, w'lth visions of what law’ breakers w'ere 
enduring and w hat ad\ erse circumstances and 
temptation might yet provide for themsehes 
Lord Curzon’s withdraw’al is the more creditable 
to him fiom the fact that the w’hole of the Itlaidan 
IS considered an appanage of Fort William, and 
IS entirely controlled by’ the Government 

One of the most frequented sheets of w’ater 
upon It in former days was close to the jail and 
know n as the Serpentine Tank, the scene of the 
activities of a model Yacht Club, the delight of 
children, a joy which is now’ theirs much closer 
to the centre of the city, for a resuscitated club 
sails Its model craft upon the General’s Tank, 
opposite to the Bengal Club 

The great section of the plain, south of the 
Outram Road and east of the Casuanna Avenue, 
IS the parade ground, yvhere j'early the garrison 
parades on Proclamation Day Enormous 
lions for accommodation of guests w’ere er^ e 
there on the occasion of the pageants staged o 
the entertainment of the Prince and Princess o 
Wales in 1876 and the King and Queen 
On these occasions all the provinces of n la, 
Nepal, and Sikkim, provided items of the pro- 
gramme, and illuminations w'ere general over 
whole extent of the Maidan, with elaborate dis- 
plays of fireworks w’hen darkness fell Vitpr- 

The north-eastern section, around the ^ 
lony Monument, w’as the site of the 
fete organised by the Countess of 
Abdur Rahman, Amir of Afghanistan, 

Calcutta, and Lord Kitchener was Commander- n- 
Chief in India 
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The uliv-it. ot Foil W illiiin and Uic sic turn 
west ol tliL Rt-d Kciad )ns on sL\ciaI ni,(.a‘-t(nis 
lacn Uk \cnuc of nnli.aiv l lUoo'' of j^iv, a tMonl 
md \aiict\. IS Ins ds’o the sp ill witliin the 
r\co-eonrso, wlneh is tlie '-nm. of the innu.d polo 
lonninmnits that di t\\ eonipt.tinj^ U tins fioin ah 
o\(.r Indn anti ihtii nliiniiis fuim the most dis- 
tant pronneos, to witness tluir prowess in Indii's 
!im.si t; inu DitUient sius on the Maidtn ha\< 
served IS hndin}; i;ionntIs for leiopl mes cm; itjetl 
in the v.nious lonp thstanee lhi;hts, and iviators 
of nianv n itions havi on it reenvetl tnlhnsiaslte 
Well nines md hem s|>eeiUd on tluir w i\ 

In addition to the spate dloltid to i u mi;', tin 
Maulnn provides orovnuls for nianv eneUet, tennis, 
lioekov anil footh ill ehihs, some eit whii li, not ihiv 
tile “Cileiitti ’ md “ D illioiisie provide 
ercditahle se vtim;; weommod vtiivn in p^re it stands 
around tluir (grounds 

In the mornim; tin estmsive irea is used hv 
rulers, golfers, (the " C ilciitla ' md “ I aelics ” 
Clubs line ehih-hmises md e nurses upon it) 
pcelestri ms, and as i i;^ra/ine; errotind for cattle 
In the eveninu; it is the resort of ihous mils of 
ever) class for i \ereis(. md sport, while on 
QueenswaVj to tlie north of the \ 11 ton i Meino- 
iial, ouinbers of cars lino the loitl so that their 
occupants mav enjov wh itever hiee/es blow md 
oschamje civilities with e nil other or their pedes- 
trian friends 

Cveloiies and nor -vvestei s luve often plavtd sad 
liavoe with its avenues md chimps of trees, hut 
tins IS icetified as quicKlv as itiire ndinils, and 
the Maidan is alw ivs i orcen and q’Tteious 
cvpanse upon which thcciti7cn innv find eompanv , 
amusement, or shouk’ he prefer it, solitude 

Tlie oilier open-air resorts me the I'dcn Gar- 
dens, the Zoological Gardens, and the Rowd 
Botanical Gardens at Sibpur Tlie first of these 
were the i;ift of the Misses rden, sisters of the 
Governor General, Lord \uckland, and provide 
pleasant paths and scatinp; aei oinniodalion em the 
banks of orn imcntal waters, where the lotus 
nourishes in abundanee and towermq' trees frame 
charmiiif;- V istas Here 

“ \oung- leaves fjrovv ijrccn on the ban) an twigs, 
And red on the pcepul tree 

The honev -birds pipe to the budding figs, 

And honev -blooms call to the bee 

Poppies squander them fragile gold 
In tlic silver} aloe-brake, 

Coral and ivorj lilies unfold 
Them delicate lives on the lake ” 

The north-eastern quarter of the Eden Gardens 
provides ground for Calcutta’s cricket and athletic 
fixtures, and the courts vvdnch witness the contest 
for the tennis championship of Bengal On them 
western side is a large turfed promenade wath a 
bandstand novv' seldom occupied, and at their 
northern end stands a most picturesque Burmese 
pagoda brought from Prome after the Burmese 
^Var of 1854, on the topmost pinnacle of w'hich 
there was for manv }ears a rev^ersed beer bottle. 


pi lied in posilion bv i humorous and agile sailor 
\iotmd the mtire g.mdtns is .1 broad grass ride, 
tk light fulK sliaded, fot tquestiians, but htlle 
u*.i (1 

I ort Wilhnnt. 

hoit W illi.im stands win re the village of 
(lov mil ipore 1 iv , sep.ii.Uid fioni lli.it of Cliow- 
imgliii bv i tigi i-Ii united jungle, vvliicli, .ifler 
bt ing ckMiicl, 1)1 ( line the biautiful ,md spaeious 
M lid m I he stronghold vv .is designed bv Cap- 
l.im Iholiitr, Chief riigmier of llie ILast India 
Comp mv ,il M.ulr.is, md w.is built to replace the 
sm iller md inadequate om of the same n.iinc that 
w.is till sLcne of the BI ick Hole tr.igedv already 
discribid It w.\s eommcnced m 175S, and com- 
pkttd m 1774 I In long time l.ikcn in its con- 
'-tiui lion was lice uise of tlie diflicnltv in obtaining 
l.nbour md the proer isimation of the contractors 
for the stipplv of nnteinl It is said to have 
tost 2,000,000 Stirling, of vvlmli five lakhs of 
rupii's went for the fixing of piles to prevent 
erositm bv the river I he latter amount was 
vv.isitd as tlic Hoogblv proved the erratic nature 
of delta streams bv nicding instead of .idv ancing 
I iimtv vc.trs ifter 1 ort \\ ilbani was built Lord 
\ .dcnli.i w rote of it — “ 1 lie i it.adel of Fort Wil- 
bun IS a verv fine work, but greatlv too large 
for tlefinie ” It was designed to accommodate 
i^.txio men, and mounted 61^ guns 

\bont tvvmtv vears ago guns of great c.ahbre 
were still mounted on the most exposed bastions, 
intluclmg some vvugbmg ten tons, but neither 
tluir capabilities, nor those of the lesser ordnance, 
have ever been tcstctl No sliot has ever been 
fired from tlic fort nor at it 

Its form IS that of an irregular octagon, five 
sales of which face landwards and "the rest 
toward the river Over the Trc.asurv Gate are 
quarters reserved for the Commander-in-Chief m 
India, .ind above the other gates there is similar 
.iciommod.ation for the General Commanding the 
Presidcncv District, and the Chief Staff Officers 
of the garrison Barracks of four storeys, wath 
fine parade grounds, are ai ranged for the troops 

Fort \\ ilham has seven gates, named as fol- 
Ws the “Calcutta,” “Plassey,” “ Chovv^- 
ringhee,” “ Hospital,” “ St George’s,” “ Trea- 
sury,” and “ Water ” Gates The garrison 
usuall} consists of one European and one Indian 
infantry regiment, with one batter}^ of garrison 
artillery 

Fort \Villiam was in Cornwallis’ time the resi- 
dence of the Gov^ernor General, hence his desig- 
nation “ of Fort William m Bengal ” , and it was 
to the building now^ used as a Soldiers’ Institute 
and Garrison School, that tlie last King of Oudh, 
Wajid Ah Shah, wms brought on his deposition in 
1856 He remamed there for three years, after 
which he vv as transferred to the palace at Garden 
Reach 

The Granan' Barrack and the Arsenal are two 
of the sights of the fort The former vv as erected 
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by Warren Iliistmg's to store 70,000,000 maunds 
ol nee and p.iddj to provide .i{,Minst famine, and 
has walls 5 ft 3 in thick, wliile tlic wJiole slrue- 
ture of brick in line measures 127 ft by go-* ft 
and IS 2^ It in heigJn 

llie Arsenal is full of trophies and relics of 
b}{,>-onc days— captured ffuns from Kandahar, 
Tibet, Scrinp:apatam, Persia, .md even Spanish 
R-uns with the crown .md name of Philip V upon 
them , old colours of rcRiments deposited for safe 
custodj and many eaptured from enemies, 


lakhs of rupees w'ere voluntarily subscribed for 
it by the princes and the people of India King- 
George V , when Prince ol Wales, laid the foun- 
dation stone in January, igoG, and his son, the 
Prince of Wales, opened the building during the 
Governorship of Lord Ron.ildshay in December, 
ig2i It IS a magnificent structure of polished 
w'hite m.irhlc oht.iincd in Jodhpur State, its great 
eentral dome being surmounted by a bronze figure 
of Victory 16 feet high and weighing 3 tons, 
which reeohes m the wind on a 2-fect base 182 


A 

\ 

* 
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VICTORIA. MEMORIAL, CALCUTTA, 


together with a great collection of war weapons 
of all sorts, of uncommon interest 

The foundation stone of the garrison church of 
St Peter was laid in 1822, and its consecration 
ceremony performed in 1828 The church is said 
to resemble the chapel of Trinity Hall, Cambridge 
It contains numerous memorials of military men 
who have done notable service in India from 1840 
to the present day 

Victoria Memorial 

Calcutta’s greatest building is the Victoria 
Memorial, which stands west of the Cathedral, 
in extensive grounds, upon the site of tlie old 
Presidency jail Due to the conception of Lord 
Curzon, its design was entrusted to Sir William 
Emerson, and funds amounting to seventy-six 


feet from the ground The dimensions of the 
w'hole Memorial are 339 feet by 228 feet 

The ornamental wmler in front of the Memorial 
to the north is crossed by a bridge, upon the 
centre of wduch is Frampton’s statue in bronze 
of Queen Victoria, while outside the grounds on 
Queensway stands the imposing statue of it'^ 
originator. Lord Curzon 

The interior of the building is impressively 
designed , but it seems incredible that the archi- 
tect IS responsible for some of the details, such 
as the chess-board paving of the plinth with black 
and wdute marble, the use of the same materia 
m the atrocious designs of the inner floors, t c 
introduction on the interior base of the dome o 
coloured paintings illustrative of Victoria s 
and sundry other elements discordant w'lth jc 
memorial character of the edifice It is a rea \ 
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trowiUd \Mtli c\hibils of piinlinjis, 
doLUiiHiil<;, piinls, (.lotlunu, iiul liiiniluic ilI Uinp 
lo ihc \ icioii in period, niui t!ic inlmtion of 1 oi«l 
Curron tint il *-110111(1 In U'-id foi Inj^c •is'-tin- 
hlus, d.irh ir*-, iiui i\cn l(\C(s 1>\ lln (lOMinor 
oi possihK tin SoNcriii^n, *-t i niv willi Ills pa'-siii}^, 
lo ln\c been forqotlc'ii 

The (\hihils (.nn on1\ he hrullv 'dliidi d to, hut 
Mvitoi-, should not miss the piints and inodils 
of old CiUutti. nor tin. histoiu d(u uinciUs so*, 
tion T ho\ c innot fad toohs(i\( tin fiin liuuio 
of the \ouni,’' qiiO( n undi r the ((litre of tin domt, 
HI imrhh In Sir 1 Imm is HioiK, noi tlu 
\\orK<: in the snmc n Hind, in Ihi oiiti i imirts 
to the t 1st ind west, of C ornw ilhs, h\ lohn 
Rneon, ind of Wnrnn 11 istini;;s, h\ Wisiinuott 
The finc'it piitun in tlu (olUition, \tiest- 
clnqin’s “ I'ntn of tlu I’l nice of dt s into 
] iipiir ” ol*:!! c innol hi om iloolvid, me isiirinj^, 
,ns it does, 27^ h\ iq(i inchis 

To the “louth of tlu hiiddiiur is the Knif,'- 
Tdw.nrd VII Mcmorinl \r( h, whiih ‘-upports on 
cqiic'itrnn sintut of that moniuh in hron/c h\ 
MacKenml 

Other I'llonumcnf'?, Statues, etc 

The most promiiunl numorial in Caleiittn to 
a public min is iindoiihti dh the one whuh, from 
the north-e I'-ti rn portion of tlu M.ud m, towers 
in the form of .1 smp-le eoluinn to the hciq"!!! of 
152 feet, and is eommemoratn e of (icntril Sit 
DaM(l Ochterlon\, who defended Dilhi in i<So4 
against Holkar’s 20,000 men and too guns, 
until rehe\cd In Lake, ind, twiKc lears after- 
wards, defeated the Ghurkas, adding Naim 'Jal, 
^lussooiie, and Simla to British possessions He 
was an American lo\alist who went East without 
friends and fought his wa} to the front When 
Heber and he met in Rajput.ina, Ochterlony had 
not left India for fiflv-four eears He died at 
the age of si\ty-eighl at ^Ieer^^^ Been visitor 
to the citv observes his memorial, and asks its 
meaning , so it admirabU sciw^cs its purpose 
The Ochterlonj Monument is said lo be a repro- 
duction of a column m S^ ria, to wdiich is added 
an Egyptian base and a Turkish cupola The 
structure is of brick surrounding a wandmg stair- 
case of Chunar stone, and from the gallery at the 
top, to w'hich this gives access, a great panoramic 
view of the city and its environs is obtainable 
Scattered over the city’s open spaces, particu- 
larly along the Red Road, in Dalliousie Square, 
and around Government House, is a collec- 
tion of statues m marble and m bronze that 
make Calcutta perhaps the most bestatued 
city in the British Empire Their artistic value 
'aries verv considerabl}', but the donor’s intention 
being in ever}' case the same, to do honour wdiere 
>t W'as conceived due, they are rightly given 
equality of treatment m respect of the sites 
allotted, irrespective of their aesthetic success 
The one, how'ever, wdiich bv common consent is 
the finest, and which art critics characterise as 


“ (iiu of till, gie.it ((juestriin st.itues of liie 
woild," IS III It ol .Sii [.imes Oiitr.im on the gmas 
plot opposite lo I’.irk .Strict J he work of J II 
lolit, R \ , It uas erei led m 1874, <uul 
iiiniikil by lord N.ipier of Magd.il.i, wlio is 
himsdf lommcmor.itid b\ .1 miserable spicimen 
ol tlu work of Sir 1 dg.ii Boehm, K A , at Prm- 
sip's (jh.it, on the ri\ir b ink 

The Ouli.im sl.itiic IS .1 Mgoroiis presentment 
ol .1 gii.it peison.ilit\ itmmg up his spirited 
(liiiigci, while, sword m h.md, he gl.inces lo his 
light M.m .iiuI horse .ire superbl} modelled, and 
on holid.ns (rowds of ,iwc-stricken Indians ga/c 
on lliim I ht figure of the m.in is bareheaded, 
.in .irtislK eomenlion, which the comp.iratne 
f.iilun of .ill h.itted st.ituts justilics, l)ut which 
his given rise lo the following dialogue among 
the Indi ms 

“ W h.it IS he looking loiind for-’ ” — “ khot, 
i m \ou not see’ Ills h.it has f.illen olT ” 

1 he st.itue h.is of leecnl tears been subjected 
on two oie.isions to oulr.ige, the sw-ord being 
broken olT short it the hilt, on the last occasion, 
b\ a mentalb ifibetcd Indian, who h.ad mounted 
behind the human figure and was obseryed. In a 
mounted police oflicer, urg-ing the bronze horse 
to .letion 

I he st.itue of Lord N.ijjier of Magdala is, as 
alreadv mdieated, ,in unmlereslmg equestrian 
work, the General m uniform, with binoculars m 
his outstrclehcd right li.ind, and rather craning to 
obsiivc something in the di-,t.inee He is made 
ridiiulous by the fact th.it his horse appears 
equallv desirous of seeing the object, and has its 
near hind hoof with its front rim onl} upon the 
ground, while the modelling of the creature 
suggests th.it It, loo, is 111 uniform 

Taking the statues on the Red Road from 
south to north, that of the Marquis of DulTerm, 
a standing figure, by Boehm, is satisfactorily 
characteristic and a good likeness of a brilliant 
and distinguished Vicero} 

On the eastern side of the road stands Sir Gos- 
combe John’s figure of Lord Ripon The short, 
stout figure of that Viceroy (beloved of the Indian 
communit}) is, m its position here, a failure It 
should have been placed m a garden wdiere its 
resemblance to a gnome of the Katskills w'ould 
not be so pronounced as it is on the Maidan’s 
wide expanse Its truth and its w'orkmanship are 
good, but its diminutive stature is its undoing 

Farther north, on the w'est, is an equestrian 
statue of Lord Kitchener w'hich is a libel on that 
great soldier It looks like a w'eedy draper’s 
assistant dressed up to masquerade as a General, 
and totally fails to depict the massive frame and 
great intellect of Kitchener of Khartoum The 
horse on w'hich the figure is seated is of the 
poorest tv pe 

Next to the Kitchener statue is a much finer 
one of Lord Roberts on his favourite charger 
The figure of “ Bobs ” m a poshteen is good, but 
the horse is a failure, for his fore feet are planted 
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firmly, uhile his liincl qunilcrs .nrc in motion 
It IS by Harry B.ites, and was possibly his first 
essay in the modelling of a horse in the round 
The conception of the whole, pedestal and figures 
thereon, is e\cellcnt, although it is, if anything, 
small in sealc for its position 
The equestrian statue of Lord Lansdowne, which 
stands opposite, has nothing striking about it 
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SIR JAMES OUTRAM STATUE, CALCUTTA 
One of the great equestrian statues of the world 


Begun by Bates and finished after his early death 
by Onslowf Ford, it is a good likeness, but the 
head being concealed by a hat is a fatal error, 
and the artistic interest in this is w'holly m the 
allegorical figures on the pedestal 

Betw'een the latter and the Marquis of Ripon 
statue IS the equestrian one by Goscombe John, 
R A , of Lord Minto— a good portrait, and the 
plumed hat, with its feathers blow'ing in the wind, 
has been w^ell utilised to indicate movement the 
poise of the figure is characteristic, but the size 
of the horse compared with that of its rider is 
here again too small, and thus the dignity of the 
whole, so finely achieved in the best of the Foley s, 
IS missed When first erected the pedestal was 
enriched by the panels in alto-relievo now' around 
(he plinth of Frampton’s statue of Queen Victoria 
at the Victoria Memorial These w'ere not at all 
pleasing viewed from a distance , so the sculptor 
designed another undecorated pedestal, the panels 
being' made use of as stated , jj 

Afthe lunction of the Diagonal and Kidderpore 
Roads, across the Maidan, is another equestrian 
Vtatue that of the murdered Viceroy Lord Mayo, 
Xh Bnve.led by K,ng Edward VII , when 

Prince of Wales, in 1875 ^ 

At the corner of the Maidan, facing the stretch 

of Old Court House Street, tl^ 

erected m memorv of citizens of Calcutta who 

fell in the Great War Appropriately guarded bv 


tw'o bron/c figures of soldiers in steel helmets and 
war kit, standing w'lth arms reversed, it is the 
spot w lierc yearly homage is paid to the illustrious 
dead bv representatives of cverj section of 
Calcutta society 

At tlie south-east corner of Government House 
grounds, on a triangular plot of grass known as 
“ The Cocked Hat,” is another of Folej’s eques- 
trian suLcesscs of Lord Hardinge, who was Gover- 
nor General from 1S44 to 1848, and who is noted 
for his conduct of the Sikh War of 1845, when, 
within three weeks of the invasion of British 
Icrritorv, he had fought the battles of IMoodkee, 
Fero/eshahur, Ahw'al, and Sobraon, occupied 
Lahore, and annesed the Jullundur Doab The 
statue IS a splendid representation of a splendid 
soldier 

Immcdiatel) opposite to the south gate of 
Government House, and facing it, is a full-length 
standing figure by Woolner, of Lord Lawrence, 
who was the last member of the Indian Civil 
Service to fill the office of Governor General, and 
IS known to fame as the “ Savnour of the Pun- 
jab,” during tbc Mutinv The statue is a fine 
piece of work and a good likeness 

On the grass plot to the west, balancing the 
statue of Hardinge, is another equestrian one 
l>v Folev of Earl Canning, Governor General from 
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MAUSOLEUM OF JOB CHARNOCK 
(Founder of Calcutta), in St John’s Churchyard 


56 to 1862, the first Viceroy of India It is 
; least impressive of the three .pg 

ley's work Mount-Stuart Grant u ^ 

It Canning broke down in his maiden P 
the House of Lords after uttering two o 
itences, hiding his face in his ^ ,1 be 

d ” My Lords, I cannot go on ^ 
nembered his Viceroyalty covered the jea 
1 Mutiny, and that his wife hes interred 

rrackpore 
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Ijctwicn llic 1 itloi sniiK itul tlic fim: fimiiL 
of 1 Old ^\ illi un lHiUim.k in fioiU of tin- lown 
Hall IS llic s( vine, l)\ Iwiod, itconlK oK‘c.t<.(i 
to Lord Konddsliu, (.uniriioi (»f Hmiral fictin 
1017 to 1922 Nntiui in post noi in liKrntss 
is It 'iicocssiul, nlllioiii,li It IS fu pufiiabU to 
tin Iibrl b\ tin s mu' suilptoi on fine in the 
\utoiia Monioiid 

Ihc " Ucntimk ” is a \iuoioiis pu(( of woik, 
Is IS tKo tliL nllo-r(lu\o piinl i « pi i st ntini,'' .i 
Siitltc, wliioli half (inmUs the pidistd lint 
siibjott IS cliosui bnaii't tlio ibolition of the 
twfvil custom w.is (Kernel thninq; Lotd Hen- 
timks Go\ I rnor-di lu rnlsliii), wliub tvtindcd 
from 1S2S to iS^:^ 

\ nuniorid fountain oppositL to Old Post 
OfiKC Street WTs eroett il in honour of n number 
of the Ci\il Sernte, \\ illnm I'lnsir MiDomil, 
nlio performid i \er\ \ dnrons net ion at the 
relief of the irarmnn it \rrab, ami was aw aided 
the \ ictorn Cross He' bet imc a judert <’f the 
Calciitt \ llicrh Court, and died at Cheltenham 
in iSp^ 

The statues of Lord N'orlhbroolc, \ it ero\ from 
iS“2 to 1S76, and of Lord \iickland, \ iccroe 
from iS^b to iS^2, standiner at the near and far- 
ther ends of the road Icadinq; from the Hifjh 
Court to the Eden Gardens, are cficetnclx 
modelled, the foimer being' b\ Boehm and the 
latter b\ Wcekes 
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ESPLANADE MANSIONS, CALCUTTA 
(Corner of Old Court House Street and Esplanade) 


On the south side of the Eden Gardens and 
the corner of the Strand Road is a wdnte marble 
statue of Sir William Peel, the naval hero from 
the Shannon, who took part in the relief of Luck- 
uow' It IS a hard, vig-orous piece of w'ork, by 
a httle-knowm sculptor, Theed 

Around Dalhousie Square are found statues of 
die Lieut -Governors of Bengfal Sir Ashley 
Lden, 1877 to 1822 (marble, seated) b}' Boehm , 
c 


Sn Sicii.irl B.i)Ic), 1S87 to jb’go (marble) by 
llamo 1 liorntjeiolt , Sir Jolm Woodbiiin, 1898 
to 1902 (bion/t, cqueslri.m), b) hr.implon, Sir 
Aiulitw h'r.isii, 1901 to 190S (bron/t) bj Frnmp- 
toii ; and the last work of Onslow' I'ord, the quaint 
fiog'-liko marble of llie Mabai.ijah of Durbbanga, 
the lending /Zemindar of Bili.ir, with estates of 
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CURZON STATUE, CALCUTTA 

2,1:52 square miles and a ) early rental of 30 lakhs 
of rupees 1 bis nobleman died at the age of 49 
in the )car 189S Represented as on a dais at 
a durbar, w'hcrc a Rajah is always high above 
ins Sirdars, Ins statue, almost on ground level, is 
most unfortunalcl} placed 

In the norlbcrn (the Indian) quarter of the 
eit) there arc In the portico of the Senate House 
a seated marble figure of Prosonno Coomar 
Tagore, C S 1 , founder of the Tagore Professor- 
ship of Law’ in the Unnersit} of Calcutta, in the 
compound of the Hare School a bronze statue 
of David Hare, the evatchmaker and pioneer of 
Indian Education, whose tomb is in the garden 
of College Square opposite 

In the same garden w'lll be found a marble 
statue of Pundit Iswar Cliandra Vid}asagar, prin- 
cipal of the Sanskrit College , and corresponding 
to It on the other side of the garden, and imme- 
diately in front of the quaintly designed Buddist 
temple (enshrining one of the Master’s teeth) 
IS a marble column erected “ In Memory of Mem- 
bers of the 49th Bengalee Regiment wdio died in 
the Great War, 1914 to 1918 ” At the junction 
of College Street and Harrison Road is a wdiite 
marble statue, of poor execution, of Rai Kristo 
Das Pal, Bahadur, C I E , who W’as a man of 
the people, and worked his w'ay up to the posi- 
tions of Secretar}’- of the British Indian Associa- 
tion, Municipal Commissioner and Member of the 
Bengal Legislative and Vicero}’’s Councils He 
died in 1884, ^nd his statue was unveiled by 
Lord Elgin in 1S94 

At the southern end of Strand Road is the well 
designed Lascar Memorial, erected by the ship- 
ping companies and the mercantile community of 
Calcutta in memorj of 8g6 seamen of Bengal, 
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SCAPOmS OP INDIA AND CpyLON. 


Assam, .md Upper Indi.i, wiio lost llicir lives in figures in tlic round, crowned by the imposing 

the seiMee of the British Empire in tlie Great figure of the Vicero}, make it one of the most 

\\ <ir of 191^1-1918 Hus CNceedinglv fine slruc- successful woiks of its sculptor, Hamo Thorne}- 

turc IS tlie work of W I Kcir, A R I B A , Con- croft, R A 

suiting Architect to the Go\crnmcnt of Bengal Various Buildings 

It was designed to stand light up to the edge of 

1 he Indian Museum in Chow'ringhee is a great 
building in the Italian st3le, b) the same archi- 
tect wdio designed the High Court Opened in 
187^, Its front along CliowTinghee measures 300 
feet, and its deptli dowm Sudder Street 270 feet 
\ isitors will find it a storehouse of wonderful 
interest It-, archaeological, minerological, and 
geological sections, its collection of objects in the 
mammalian, reptilian, and ornithological gal- 
leries pro\ ide the students of each of these sub- 
jects w'lth abundant material, while to the ordi- 
nar\ Msitor the economic and art sections offer 
man\ objects of admiration The displajs seem 
to have the greatest fascination for Indians, and 
on their numerous holidays the building and its 
en\ irons are besieged by them in multi-coloured 
the rn cr and have steps le<iding from it to the crowds 

water, but this was not considered adeisable, pre- In the Indian part of the cit) the buildings 

sumably ow'ing to the presence of the Port Com- w'hich first attract attention are those occupied bv 

missioners’ raIlwa^, and accordinglj it w'as placed Bic Unnersitv of Calcutta, in College Street, the 

some hundred jards from the stream, w'berc it Senate Hall, wdiich is 200 feet in length by 60 

IS not the great landmark it might have been feel in breadth, and is flanked bt corndors of 

Nothing, how'ever, can detract from its excellent 20 feet each Here are numerous paintings and 

proportions and .irresting design busts of celebrities connected wath education 

The last great statue to be erected in the citj. The enormous congerie of buildings wdiich 
and probabl) the last of the statues of ^lcero\s comprise the Medical College in the same street 

W'hich w'lll ever be erected in it, as Delhi is now' includes the Central Hospital, the foundation 

the capital, is that of Lord Cur7on, on Queens- stone of which was laid b) the Alarquis of Dal- 

w'a\ , facing the entiance gates to the A ictoria hoiisie in i8q8 and opened by him in 1832, the 
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CHITPORE road, CALCUTTA 



WRITERS BUILDINGS, DALHOUSIE SQUARE, CALCUTTA 


Memorial, which w'as his conception Its fine 
central figure, with four groups of allegorical 
figures at the corners of its pedestal, standing on 
a high plinth in the centre of the road, give it 
unusual prominence even in the presence of the 
numerous memorials that have been mentioned 
The very feeble bas-reliefs which are supposed to 
decorate the pedestal are pitifully inadequate, but 
the w'hole conception and the fine modelling of the 


Eden Hospital (maternity) and an e}e hospiia, 
all being wards of the College and adnuni^terc 
bj' Its principal In the Medical College is 1 
finest oil portrait in Calcutta of Dalhousie, an 
others! of eminent doctors connected w'lt 
institution ,, 

Close to the Medical College, to the w'cs , is 
new School of Tropical Medicine abut mg 
Central Avenue, and the Carmichael Hospnai , 
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tliL Uc UniLiil ('f tiopiLil tlivc.iM ' 1 (> the (a^l 

ot L ppi'r Cuciil tr I\o id is i ) tin Itmpli, Lititcd 
in I^o~. lit lined of tmiiists, hut hoiiiiif^^ no 
.iihnit\ to the nnyiiiliiuit tiinplis of Mount Xbn 
or rnlci-l in i 

Port of Calciilla. 

' t)iit ot the sdi nul tin ni.iislus. 

W III. IX the Hooi^lih ninds to tlit st i, 

Hiiilt \\i 1 poll, ind a iinhonr, 

\\ In re tin lintr tan ii st at In r ipi i\ , 

(«rc\\ then ,i truk th U is \\orld-\\ idi' — 

Tilt prodnit of null, mint, and pl.nn, 

W i hirtind foi troods from the \\ ostn irds, 

J ht I'tst, .md the 'Miiithtrn M nn , 

Lom, \tirs ln\( \\t Iduumd, ind prospered, 
lor how m in\ inort who shill s.i\ 

Still, we look to the fnttiii iindnuntid 
I'rom oiir port it tht Imd of the bn 
Cnleiittn, on the nstein or lift, b.ink of the 
Hoonfhh Kntr, is sitintid in htitudi zz'-' 3V 
north, and lonq-itiidt 3S‘^ 21' east, ind is far 
and awa\ the lirtrtst eit\ in Indii Its trrowth 
to this commandinq; position is owintr to the fact 
that it IS the natural outlet to the world s markets 
for the produce of \orlh- 15 ist India ind \ss.im 
When old Job Charnoik those the site to settle 
upon, he budded mueh better thin he knew, for 
then there was, of rourse, no tea on the Hima- 
la\an slopes nor in Assam, nor was the coalfield 
in lienqtil worked tommcrcialh , while the cfreit 
jute industre for which Caleulti is pre-eminent 
was not thouq-ht of Since his da^ the port has 
continuousK ad\anced in importance until now' 
It deals with at least one-third of the whole of 


India’s commerce, and ranks as one of the 
greatest in the world 

In 1920 the Calcutta Port Trust, m celebration 
of Its Jubilee, issued a eere interesting; book 
dealing with its histori' and development From 
'^hat publication hate been taken the lines quoted 
nboee Describing the conditions of the port 
'n 1869, when the Trust was founded, and pre- 
Mousli, the volume in question sacs that charts 
c 2 


ol ihe Unoghh were few and not loo aicurale, 
the Pilol .SiiMie was ahead) at work, but witli- 
oiit the mioimation wliieh is now guen In the 
Ki\ei .SiiiM) Depailment, and theie were no 
stiam tug's .i\ iilable, so that the naeigalion o*" 
the ii\er w.is i eonst.int sirug'g'le of human skill 
against tin tagints of Nature An outw'ard- 
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PRINSEP GDAT, CALCUTTA 

bound ship migdit drop down from Kidderpore to 
I)i imond Harbour in, sa^ , se^en da)s or less 
during the freshets , but to eomc up the river w'as 
another matter, and for this tlirec weeks was no 
cxeessiee allow inee Sm.ill wonder then that the 
passengers left the ship at Kedgeree to travel up 
in horse, palinqum, or row-boat, and Kedgeree, 
ol wliieh nothing is now left except its pathetic 
cemetere, was then a Inisj little station, avith 
more than one tavern built to accommodate w'ait- 
ing pissengers For the whole journey from 
Europe round the Cape .it least several months 
were required In lySq the sailing ship Siuarf 
left Amsterdam some 14 months before she made 
Calcutta, and it was not until 40 vears later that 


the Seringapata 7 n set up a higher standard bv 
completing the vovage in 79 dajs Naturall}, to 
meet the time and risk of these vo}ages freight 
charges were high, in 1795 the freight of a ton 
of wane w'as more than ;^30, and insurance stood 
as high as 12 guineas per cent But the passing 
vears brought changes and improvements So 
earh as iSoi it was foimd possible to build at 
Tittaghur a vessel of 1,445 tons burden, the 
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IhtchcbS of biithtihind, the largest \csscl built 
oil the Hooghly up till then , and another impor- 
tant improvement was the eon itruction m 1823 
of Strand Road, in which eonncetion it is curious 
to read of the protests of the ship-builders, who 
had at that time their docks in Clive Stiect, and 
not unnaturall) regarded this drastic proposal as 
ruinous to their interesti 

At the time the Port Irust w'as originated, 
famous East Indian clippers were establishing 
new records — the Sto) of Gicccc, for instance, 
made the \o}agc round the Cape from England 
to Calcutta in about 60 da\s One can picture 
such a vessel arming in all the glory of her 
full spread of canvas at the outer lightships, 
she would be met near the Sandheads b^ one or 
more of the lugs, and having come to terms with 


of the jetty gates, there to be met by one of 
Buggy Steuart’s ” hired traps, which it was 
incumbent upon every master mariner to use dur- 
ing his stay m port He would, no doubt, drive 
first to the oflice of his agents, one of the old 
l>pe of buildings, situated in Strand Road, 
Clive Street, or in the neighbourhood, and would 
arrange to pa} off about half of his crew', keep- 
ing the other half in order to w'ork the ship, and 
thus save as much as possible during the vessel’s 
Slav of three or four months in port He would 
then, probablv, repair to the coffee rooms, w'hich 
were situated betw-ecn Vansitart Row' and Council 
House Street, and meet his fellow'-captains to 
exchange experiences In the meantime, his 
apprentices would be finding their w'ay to the 
boarding-house kept by Mrs Ma} in Dharam- 
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SAILING SHIPS IN THE HOOGHLY RIVER, CALCUTTA, AT THE END OF THE 19th CENTURY. 


" Bi the old Strand Rusta anchon^jc a lonfi time afio 
A siftht it\%as to see them with their decks lilcc drifted snow 
Their brasses w inkinfi bright 
And the gleaming gold and w hite 

Of the carN cn kings and maidens on each slim and soaring bow 
And the high and slender spars 

Humming shanties to the stars [secrets now — 

And the hulls of speed and staunchness that arc dead men s 


The ships so bra\ c and beautiful that ne\ cr more shall be 

the old Strand Rustn anchorage when clippers sailed the sen 
Logging fourteen on a bow line nj and sc\enteen running free 
Racing home to London Rner 
Crack her on for London Rl^ cr 

Carr> on for London Ri\ cr w ith her chests of Indian tea 

ai>oJostes to C Fox Suith 


the Tug Master in strict accordance w'lth the laws 
of supply and demand at the time, she would com- 
mence her voyage up the Hooghly Drawing 
perhaps only 20 to 25 feet, she w'ould have little 
difficulty in making her way safely up the river, 
even with the less elaborate buoys and marks of 
the period, and the absence of any dredging of 
the river bars Having arrived at the port, she 
would drop her anchor at one or other of the 
moorings selected according to her cargo The 
mooring for salt, for instance, w'as somewhere 
not far south of the site of the floating bridge, 
coal from England, somewhat lower down, and 
case oil from America, at Mutiabroz If she were 
one of the steamers then arriving in increasing 
numbers, she would come up without a tug, and 
be moored at one of the jetties, there to discharge 
her general import cargo of piece-goods, iron and 
steel, and oilman’s stores The skipper would 
leave his vessel, and make his w'ay to the bank 


tala, and many of the crew to less reputable 
resorts around Dharamtala and Bentinck Streets, 
there to spend their hard-earned money, and 
when that w'as done to find a homew'ard-bound 
ship 

All this w'ould be in a town very different from 
modem Calcutta Prinsep’s Ghat was then real y 
on the river bank, and Strand Road ran so^'- 
ward straight tow'ards the Hastings Bridge 1 
Port Commissioners’ jetties and Strand Roa 
presented a very different aspect from theii" 
appearance to-day On the riverside all the she s 
were smgle-storied, the cranes were old faslnone 
steam cranes, and the railway lines far lesj con 
spicuous On the eastern side of the road 
of the present lofty buildings were non-exis e » 
although the Bank of Bengal and tlie . 

Home were alreadv there Generally, the 
of maritime affairs, like that of ' 

was leisurely There was no night nor 
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\\t)ik, and t-Iiips wtic piopaml In vinp foi mniUlts, 
wliilc slow!} di^Llniqiny llitii inw ud taiqo and 
accuinnlating- then oulwaid carj^o nf jntt, 
nul ollici goods, willi sidiio <n stiap-non as 
h dl 1st 

I lie i\tuU ol tlio poll piojK! IS finin Knn- 
nagu, nine mdcs noilli of Calenlla, to Hndge- 
Undge, sixteen miles to tin soutli of llu nl\, .nul 
Its idnunistr ilion is lommittid to .i I’oit I rust 
eomposid of a CIi ni 111 m, Dipniv Cliairnnn, ind 
senenltm Coniniissiniiers, iwihe Ining elicied 
and li\o nomin ited I)) tlie' locd (io\ 1 1 nnieiit Of 
tliosc eketed, SIX am the det,! of llie Ikngal 
Clianibcr of CoiiiiiKreo, one of llu Calrnlta 
'Irades \ssoci.Uinn, om of tin Coipontion of 
Calcutta, and four of sueli bnd\ or botlies as the* 
local Cknermnent sli ill from tunc to time' seloet 


as best representing the Indian mercantile com- 
munit} These Commissioners work under the 
provisions of the Calcutta Port Act of 1890, and, 
under a section of the Indian Ports Act, they arc 
Conserc'ators of the Port and have control of the 
navigable channel* of the Hooghly The pro- 
g^ress made m recent years may be gauged by 
the fact that the income of this body which m 
I 9 i 3 ''i 4 was Rs 1,51,28,435 rose in 1926-27 to 
Rs 3,12,02,183 

The Hooghly River is exceptionally difficult of 
navigation, and the control of the portion between 
the port and the mouth of the river is one of the 
niost important of the duties of the Commis- 
sioners, who maintain a large staff of experts, 
■river surveyors, etc , for this purpose. Their 
'vork is of so successful a nature that, notwith- 
standing the presence m the river of numerous 
oars, vessels drawing thirty feet of water can 
be handled when the ordinary spring tides are 
running The period of full and new moons, 
which occur for comparatively few dajs in each 
rnonth, are, of course, those m which this is pos- 


sible \t otiici tunes \essLls of very deep draught 
.lie iin.dik to le.ue liie ii\er, ,md so occ.isionally 
git ne.ipcd , but this oeeiiis \ cr) seldom 

riic ( li.mnel from the se.i is prim.iril) marked 
b\ a line of hglilships, three in number, some 
fill t^ -one mile* oil the shore and aligned roiighl} 
fiom e.isi to west 'Ihey are named “ The 
Mill kill,” ” 1 he eastern Ch.umel,” and ” Ihe 
Pilot’s Ridge " 

Ihe two latter exhibit blue lights .it half-hour 
.111(1 one-hour intei \.ils respeetn el} , between sun- 
set .ind sunrise, fiom Mareh 15th to October 
31SI , for during th it peiiod the reflection of their 
g-liie upon the elouds can be discerned by 
.ippio.iehmg \cssels long before the light itself 
iieeomes \isible, and m.ilinall} .issists them in 
m.iking .111 .iceiiiatc landfall 


An approaching steamer picks up her pilot 
near the Eastern Channel light, and a line of 
lightships, the ” Intermediate,” the ” Lower 
Gasper,” the ” Upper Gasper,” and tlie “ Mid- 
dleton ” (the last tw'o unattended) and buoys, 
assist him in his w^ork 

The last-named lightship marks the inshore 
limit of the first bar, which, though not greatly 
variable, is on occasion the governing bar It 
has at present an average depth, below datum, 
of fifteen to sixteen feet After this bar is passed 
the channel runs shorewards, Saugor Island 
and a lighthouse being on the right or starboard 
side It then crosses the Gabtola Bar, at the 
head of w'hich is another light vessel, and some 
miles further on crosses another bar, the Balari 
The limit of night navigation is reached at the 
Hospital Point light, w'hich is roughly eighty 
miles from the Eastern Channel light 

The next obstruction is the Eastern Gut, a 
bar which often has the least water over it, the 
low'est w'ater depth throughout the 3 ear averag- 
ing see enteen feet Here the channel runs close 
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lo Hooghl) Point, will) the MackrapatU Slioal 
in tlic centre of tiic rncr llns is tiie strctcli 
known as (Jic “ James and Mary ” Reach, which 
IS e\cccding-l) troublesome owing- to tlic strong- 
eddies caused b) tlie entry into tlie Hooghly of 
tlic Damoodar Ri\ er at a right angle, the conse- 
quence being that a double concave is created 
which makes the five miles below this conllucncc 
the most dangerous part of tlic river for navi- 
gation, Its evil reputation being w’orld w'ldc 

Passing Fulta, the Royapur Bar, and Moya- 
pur, twent) -three and eighteen miles, respcc- 
tivcl}', from the citt, are far from negligible, and 
sometimes give eonsiderablc trouble b) shoaling 
badl} , but higher up there is none of very 
great importance, and outgoing vessels negotiate 
them at or near low' water, so as to be rcadv to 
cross the Mojapur as soon as the tide gives them 
sufficient depth 

The bars in the rncr, as distinct from the 
estuarj, are subject to seasonal variation, the 
most variable one being the Eastern Gut, w'hich 
has the record of shoaling tw-o feet and a half m 
twent} -four hours, although there was a dredger 
at work upon it at the timc» 

The work of the pilots is, in addition to aid 
afforded them b} lights and buo}s, assisted by 
man} leading marks and tidal semaphores, and 
recently experiments in directional w'lrelcss tele- 
graph} have been made lo enable bearings to 
be given to ships in the Ba^ of Bengal 

The condition of this great w'aterwaN is natur- 
ally of supreme importance to the Calcutta people, 
and the undeniable detcrioiation of the w'cstcrn 
rivers of the delta is the cause of periodical ner- 
vousness as to the duration of the life of the 
Hooghly It IS, therefore, gratifying to them 
to have been recently assured, on high authority, 
that rather than deteriorating in depth, the 
channel, continually w'orked at on scientific lines 
b^ powerful dredgers, is, if not improving, at least 
stable, and that the headw'aters of the river show 
no sign of a lessening flow 

Pilotage, in such a rner as the Hooghly, is 
naturally compulsory betw'een Garden Reach and 
the Sandheads, the charges for this var} mg with 
the draught of each vessel , wdiile for the estimate 
of broken pilotage, the river is divided into twelve 
sections, and when vessels arrive at Garden Reach 
they are taken charge of by the Commissioners’ 
Harbour Master 

Time signals are given by three balls placed 
respectively on the semaphore tower at Fort Wil- 
liam, at the Commissioners’ office, and the tower 
at the Kidderpore Docks These are hoisted at 
12 55 pm, and drop at i p m Calcutta mean- 
time, equal to ig hours 6 minutes 59 2 seconds 
Greenw'ich mean-time A preparation signal is 
also made by the hoisting of a flag on the sema- 
phore tow'er 20 minutes before the signal 

The city is sen'ed by three great railways The 
Eastern Bengal Raihvay, with its terminus on 
the east, at Sealdah, brings in the produce of 


North and East Bengal and Assam, and runs to 
the Hooghly at Diamond Harbour The Bengal 
Nagpur Railw'ay, w'lth its terminus at Howrah, 
on the w'Cat bank of the Hooghly, connects with 
the Calcutta docks by a tvagon ferry from Shah- 
mar, and runs w'estward through the Central 
Provinces to Bombay and soutlnvard through 
Orissa to Madras The greatest of the three, 
the East Indian Raihvay (its terminus also at 
Howrah), brings the great traffic of the Ganges 
Valley to the city and connects it with the 
United Provinces, the Punjab, and Bombay 
In addition to these, the innumerable water- 
w'a}S arc crow'ded with native craft, which, 
through the Sunderbunds and the Midnapore and 
Orissa Coast canals, bring to the port the pro- 
duce of Eastern Bengal and the Brahmaputra 
Valle} , of Orissa and Ganjam , that service being 
further supplemented b} large steamer companies 
w hose vessels ply upon these inland w'aters and 
also do extensive trade w'lth the coastal ports 
T he port is replete w'lth all modern facilities 
The Commissioners’ raihvay, w'hich has upwards 
of one hundred miles of permanent way, provides 
communication with various points and connects 
W'lth all the main raihvay S} stems 

The jetties are the oldest part of the port, 
for four of them were handed over to the Com- 
missioners at the formation of the Trust in 1870 
Thev are now' used exclusively for imports, which 
witli the exception of a few bulk and bag cargoes 
liandled at Kidderpore Docks, are unloaded upon 
lliem The disadv'antages under which the} 
labour are lack of space for expansion and con- 
gestion of trafiic caused bv unloading in the busi- 
ness quarter of the city The jetties are nine 
in number, and have a total length of 4 , 7^5 
but tile ninth, measuring 340 feet, is used for 
the discharge of lighters and boats, leaving for 
steamers but eight Three of the latter have two- 
storey and the other five single-store} sheds, all 
equipped with the usual 35-cw'( and 5-ton cranes 
The latest addition to the facilities of the port 
are the Garden Reach jetties completed since the 
Great War, and consist of a coaling jetty for ships 
up to the length of 463 feet, and four jetti^ for 
ships up to 600 feet, built in accordance with tie 
most modern ideas The transit sheds hav'e two 
storeys, the floors of the largest having an area 
of 127,000 square feet on each storey, and al are 
equipped with electric cranes, lifts and tro ey 
lines to W'hich ever}' facility of approach bv rai 


- lorr) IS provided 
The Kidderpore Docks, completed in 
St of No I and No 2 Docks and a tidal basin 
om which entry to tw'O graving doc s 
forded No i is 538 feet 9 inches by 9 
inches, and has 25 feet of w'ater on the si . 

IS 488 feet 6 inches bv 6g feet 6 mche^ w'l 
et of W'ater on the sill A third an 
le is reserved for the Commissioners 
To the docks proper there are two ^ 

om the river, one of 60 feet and one o 



CALCUl I A. 


^9 


but t> the l.mci Lilt iiK tin itsc nf tlic whole 
bisin .1" i lock, ami, thiiLlou, lan onK be iistd 
at LLit on still'' of tin tub, i new .So-fct I louk 
IS undii LonstruLtion. 

Xo 1 Doik IS a , 700 loLt in knylb In (lOo fti t 
wuk, yiMs feit of watei, and pitniilis 12 
iicrtlis with singk-siurLi eaigo sheds nul ts-iwl 
ind 5 -ton cr ine's, one qeiiei d lieith beinu .uad- 
nbk in iIil tid d li isin 

Xo ’ Doik li.is .1 knglli of |.5no feit b\ jco 
leet, with 1 siiuil ir deplli of witii and Ins 5 
gLiicr d prodiiLL luitlis, with iloiible-stoiei sluds, 
and II end berllis, ’ of the ii Ining lilted witii 
Ikekott ■< pilent nuiliinn d lo uling peai , wink 
c\perinienls are in piogress in the use of magnets 
for loading pig-iron 

rite sc doeks, whin eompktid, did not ittriet 
so mam mssiIs as hid been mtieipateil, but tli.vt 
want of pilronige lus long pished iwa\ .uul 
thei arc the centre ot the esiiort trade of Calcutta 
1 rnm the tloeks and the jettiis it (larckn 
Reach there w is exported m 1920-27 2,^76,794 
tons of cod. 299,516 tons of pig-iron, 188,576 
tons of wheat and seeds, 521,272 tons of man- 
ganese ore, 224,662 tons of jute, 69,425 tons of 
rice, ioS,479 ton-, of te i, 52,155 tons of hides 
and skins, 29,175 tons of gunnies and 54 . 5 -I'‘' tons 
of shellac, tlic total loaded o\er the C'ommis- 
sioners’ wharees being 5,942,675 tons 

These figures show a diminution in the -.Iiip- 
ment of coal, which, ten ecars ago, amounted to 
about 3 million tons , but manganese ore and pig- 
iron show larger sliipmcnts, the latter increasing 
to a considerable extent in the last few jears 
The Commis-.ioncrs also proeidc generous 
warehouse accommodation in 2 tea warehouses, 
with a storage area of 504,000 square feet, a 
hide depot, with an area of 1,000,000 square feet, 
a gram and seeds depot at Kantapukcr, of similar 
S 17 C, which IS formed of 51 singlc-storei sheds, 
while \anous others are situated near the Cal- 
cutta jetties A great deal of this accommoda- 
tion IS let out to prnate firms, who become 
responsible for the goods and for the handling of 
them w’hile m the warehouses, but loading or 
unloading from or to them is done bv the Com- 
missioners’ contract labour The remaining sheds 
are for public use, and the bailee habihte in these 
remains with the Commissioners 

At Budge-Budge, 12 miles down stream, is the 
great Oil Dep 6 t, where there are 6 pontoon jetties 
for unloading non-dangerous or bulk petroleum 
and Its products, while another is provided for 
the dangerous varieti The storage installations 
{which are compane -ow ned, the Commissioners 
merek owming the sites senmd bv the Eastern 
Bengal Railw a} ) have a total capacit} of 
50,000,000 gallons 

fhe Oil Dep6t has been m use since Julj, 18S6 
In 1905 It was serioush damaged b> a fire, which 
began on the evening of Illarch 31st, and raged 
funousl) for seemral daes The fire completel}'^ 
destroeed the shed w'herein it broke out and about 


593,000 east*', ol oil, tlie loss being estimated at 
appioxim.ilek liflcen lakhs of rupees Sinec that 
dis.isier till la\-oui ol the dep6t has been im- 
pioeed uul no other lire lias oeeurred 

Dining 1926-27 I 13 \essels In ought cargoes to 
Laleulla and fiom tliem 112,276,122 gallons wcic 
di'-eli iiged 

1 111 g're.iter part of the imports of the port, 
wliieli III 1926-27 .imoimted to 963,297 tons, is 
handled at the Caleiitta jetties, where .ill misccl- 
kuuous e.irgn is unloaded '1 he most important 
Items .lie eotlon jneee-goods, g.ihaniscd iron 
sbeeMs, wrought iron, .uul maehiner} Bag 
tnrgoe’s, whieh for the most p.irt eonsist of sugar 
uul nee, are diseharged at the Kidderporc Docks 
01 (lardcn Rc.icli jetties In 192G-27 455,577 tons 
woie b nulled at the doeks, of winch 335,796 tons 
were of sugii .ind 21,088 tons of rice This 
amount of rice is mereli nominal compared with 
the .imount Inndled m eear-, when the Indian 
crop fads 

\ considerable number of ships discharge into 
priiately owned lighters while king in the stream 
Their cargoes consist principally of timber and 
salt 456,313 tons of the latter was unloaded in 
1926-27 

The Commissioners h.a\e a small permanent 
labour force, but as there is in the cit\ a fairly 
constant suppk of labourers, reliance is placed 
on contract Labour for the greatest proportion 
of the work required^ 

The following table gives the aggregate trade 
of Calcutta both with foreign countries and Indian 
ports in 1925-26 and 1926-27 — 


Foreign Trade 

1925-26 

1926-27 


Rs 

Rs 


Lakhs 

Lakhs 

Imports 

56 , 54,94 

98,32,69 

Exports 

1,47,22,77 

1,28,17,23 

Total 

2,33,77,7^ 

2,26,49,92 

Coasting Trade 



Imports 

16,65,52 


Exports 

15,59,62 

^5,80,55 

Total 

32,25,14 

34,34,05 


The ships which armed in the port durino- 
1926 numbered 1,274, those which departeo 
1,281, representing a gross tonnage of 
^i9/2>42b inwards and 6,961,171 outwards, a 
total gross tonnage of 13 , 933,597 These were, 
of British Tiationalit} 814, of Japanese 57 of 
American 56, of Dutch 38, of Italian 29, of 
German 32, and 19 w'ere of other Europeaa 
countries 

In addition to the dock accommodation already 
mentioned there is at present under construction 
King George’s Dock to the south of Kidderpore, 
which will eeentuall) proeide an additional 55 
berths and be one of the largest docks in the 
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Orient A hca\3' lift yard and two graving docks 
aic also being made llie part now being con- 
structed includes the lock cnlianee, two giaving 
docks arranged tandem, and capable of entry 
either fiom the river or the dock, lluce import 
berths, one export berth and the heavy lift }ard 
Tliese import berths will ]ia\e thrce-storc}’ sheds 
of tlie newest t}pe and tlie export berth a two- 
storey one Contraelors’ delays and difhcuUics 
occasioned by the Bntisli coal strike of 1926 con- 
sidcrabl) retarded the work, w'hich, it was hoped, 
w'ould be completed earh in 1928, but it wall 
now probabh be finished at the end of that jear 
The Commissioners ha\e also in hand the con- 
struction of a new' So-feet lock entrance to the 
Kidderpore Docks, whieh has been found neces- 


bridgc Its name, a suburb with no other inteiests 
than tliosc of its nulls and its railway termini 
riic bridge is a clumsy looking structure of 
wood and iron, on pontoons, carrjmg a roadway 
of about forty feet m width, flanked by footways 
SIX feet wide all w’ood pa\ed The bridge is 
capable of being opened in the centre to allow 
the passage of vessels It is now nearing the 
end of Its usefulness, and the question of the 
erection of a new' bridge and the determination of 
Its character, whether cantilc\er or with piers 
in the river bed, has Iieen for many years, and 
IS likely to be for man\ more, the most keenly 
debaUd topic in Calcutta 

Inefficient as the bridge is, it has been the 
wa^ o\'cr w'hicli the great mass of Calcutta 



sarv ow'ing to the inadequacy of the present 
60-fcet entrance for the passage of modern 
vessels The new entrance is being constructed 
between the old one and a small dry^ dock, a 
scheme peculiarly difficult because of the fact 
that the site is entirely surrounded by w'ater or 
the structures already mentioned It is, never- 
theless, progressing satisfactorily by means of 
monoliths, the floor wells of which cover the 
whole width of the floor between the side-wall 
wmlls It is hoped to complete this entrance 
early in 1929, wdien it will greatly increase the 
usefulness of the old dock system 

The estimates for the construction at present 
Q^jrhorised by^ the Commissioners at the ICing 
George’s Dock amount to 8,30,63 lakhs of rupees 

Calcutta’s Only Bridge 

Howrah Bridge, the first seen in ascending 
the Hooghly River and the only^ one across it 
within the limits of the citv, connects Calcutta 
wnth the manufacturing suburb which gives the 


trade has passed , and the press of vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic over it at any hour w'hen it 
IS open would surprise the founder of Calcutta, 
could he return and see it 

“ He’d rub his eyes would honest Job 
At reeking chimney, smoke-stack, mast, 

And might object that trade should robe 
In grime his shanty of the past 

But listening to the city’s dm. 

And W'atching how her thousands trod. 

He’d feel each nail he’d hammered in. 
Had grown a rivet under God 

For Howrah Bridge is something more 
Than iron, wmod, foundations, piers. 

It stands a sign from shore to shore, 

Of wonders linking up the y'ears 

Of order, law, of teeming trade, 

Of blood and tears and stress and toi , 

And Freedom springing ’neath the s la c 
Of Empire on a foreign soil 




CUTTING JUTE 


EXTRACTING THE JUTE FIBRE. 



DRYING JUTE ON BAMBOOS DRUMMING JUTE, LAST ROLL. 



Photos Johnston and Iloffm-inn 

WEIGHING JUTE AT PRESS HOUSE CARTING JUTE TO MARKET. 




THE JUTE INDUSTRY, 
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A little way to the north of tlie Calcutta end 
of the bndg-e stands the Mint, consisting- of U\o 
buildings, one, the finer of tlic two, for silver, 
and the other for copper Erected on founda- 
tions twent^'-fivc feet below the ground level, 
they took siv years to erect and were opened in 
1S31 

Farther north, but at some considerable dis- 
tance, IS the burning ghat (Nimtollah) where 
all classes of Hindus burn their dead, a spot 
to be avoided, or if seeing it be desired, best 
viewed from the deck of one of the up-going 
river steamers 

Jute Industrj' 

To those who do not know Bengal tliere is in a 
gunny bag nothing to arouse ideas artistic or 
poetical, no suggestion of the stages of beauty 
which the fibre has passed through, nor of the 
strenuous labour of the patient rjot and of the 
mill hand, wdiich has gone to its production , but 
to those wdio do, and ha\ c seen llic bronye-skinned 
Indian sow'ing, planting, and cutting it, memories 
will arise of the plains w'here it is grown, the great 
stretches of almost uninterrupted flatness running 
to far hon 7 ons turned bv the rising sun into 
varied patterns of brilliant colours Thev will 
recall the startling suddenness with whicli the 
golden orb comes up, as though eager to run its 
dalI^ course, and how' its ravs seem to single out 
and turn to a flaming glor}' the rudd\ crimson of 
the growing jute 

Scenes of the culticators engaged in steeping 
the harv'ested fibre in the numerous w'atcrw’a}s 
that intersect the land, the sky and w'atcr blazing 
with sunset glory, across which the sodden jute, 
the men, and strips of land, make bars or blots 
of sombre shadow', w'lll recall the long hot da)'s 
that have been passed since the sow'ing , w'hile 
other impressions may be remembered of the 
countr}' submerged for many miles by floods 
brought on by days of fierce torrential ram, mud 
houses soaked till they became a heap of soil, 
galvanised iron roofs w'hich protected storehouses 
splayed upon the mud, the ryots sheltering in the 
trees dotting the highest ground, aw'aiting rescue 
W'hich sometimes came and sometimes did not 

The loading of a flat w'lth jute packed in bales 
provides pictures that also live in the memory — 
lithe muscular bodies of various shades, from deep 
dull purple to the palest bronze, dripping with 
moisture, and contrasting in colour w'lth the silken 
texture of the now drj' jute, some silvery, some 
golden, or of a grey which has in it a glint of 
these or of a deeper brow'n This is the raw' jute 
W'hich, pressed in heacy bales, is shipped abroad 
for manufacture into an ever increasing variety of 
articles for w'hich its strength and beauty make it 
suitable, but great quantities are also transferred 
in bullock nrts from flat to mill to be made into 
the gunnj, cloth and gunnj bags of commerce 


Calcutla IS the greatest centre of the jute indus- 
li> in the w'orkl In the mills W'hich cluster 
along both banks of the Ilooghly for many miles, 
many thousands of Indians work at machines 
W'hich make the fibre into yarn, then into cloth 
and bags, under the superintendence of Euro- 
peans, w'ho, despite the comfort of their quarters 
on the nyerside, flock into the city for the w-eek 
end and add considerably to the number of the 
patrons of the restaurants and cinemas 


Tea Industry 

The grow'th and manufacture of tea are pro- 
cesses which, when seen and know'n, make the 
drinking of a brew' from it much more pleasurable 
In India it is grown on the slopes of the hills of 
'Vssam, Bengal, and Southern India , and thecom- 
pact little bushes, aceraging three feet or so in 
height, dispersed in regular lines on the lover 
Himala\as, interspersed w'lth the graceful wf/iiriia 
ttipuldUi trees to proMcle them w'lth tender shade, 
contrast dehghtfulh with the giant oaks and coni- 
fers W'hich are the natural inhabitants of these 
hills from 1,000 to 8,000 feet in height 

The smallness of the bushes and their regularity 
make the term “ tea garden ” particular!) appro- 
priate, for an area so planted and irrigated bj 
riyulets of clear upland water, in front of distant 
hills running away in subth -coloured gre^ tones to 
the w'hileness of the eternal snows shining against 
a pure blue sk\, prowide (if the absence of flowers 
IS occrlookcd) a scene of which there could be no 
more apt description 

In such exquisite surroundings tea grow's and 
thrnes, and those who tend it are men and w'omen 
of some of the happiest races upon earth, short 
and sturd} , of light complexion w'lth rosy cheeks, 
the w'omen delighting in colour in their dress 
The) are draw'n from the people of Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan, and Assam, with a contingent recruUe 
from the plains of Chota Nagpur and Behar But 
w'herever they come from, the climate in w'hic 
the} w'ork (a perfect one in summer) makes them 
go about their toil with happy faces and a mm 
tuned to mirth 

Given good quarters and medical attendance, 
they turn out for their w'cekly holiday at t e 
nearest market town dressed in all the colours 0 
the rainbow and glittering w'lth silver or go en 
ornaments There they load themselves up wi 
purchases, and then trudge miles back lome, 
making the great avenues of pines through w uci 
they pass ring with their laughter and thmr 
To other less sturdy people, their w ork, done w 1 
a heavy basket strapped upon their backs, up ^ 
down steep declivities of some thousands 0 > 

w'ould seem exceptionally tr^lng, but the\, 
muscles that seem to feel no fatigue, go t irou 
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V loiii^ (l.n on tlu’ nilK iiul iitnin .il Minsit 
ippirenth as fu'sh .\ntl )o\ial as !ln.\ wctc in the 
morning- 

W lun tlu’ phu Kings ,ir<. hioiiglil to tlu I utor\, 
lluro starts (uiukr I'vnopi in supii\isi<m in most 
rasis) 1 hnur scrus of t U ining mil ilmng^ pio- 
icssishi ingenious ni u Inm r\ in hiiiUhngs \at\- 
ing in ire 1 with t)ial of the g irih n 1 lu tt i is 
<.\cntinll\ sorted into \ iiioiis (piihlus, packed in 
lioMs, ind trinsporlid on the huks of ponus or 
of the hill nun or woiiun, to tlu rail oi stt inur 
Iliad, wluiKi It re u lies CiKulti, wluit it is 
blended .iiul shipped tliroiighoiil the world 

1 iirtlur information reg irding tlu ti.i mdiislr\ 
will he found in tlu aiiules on tin ti i loiutrns m 
the sextion of this volume entitled " Commercial 
Caleutta ” 


loofed huts that shelter tlic workman and Ins 
familv oi provide aceommndation for tlic pursuit 
of modest iiulustnes I he ornate and the squalid 
are evervwlure clicek hj jowl In Burra Ba/aar, 
the eentie of Indian tiade, houses of four or five 
storevs, built on a plintli four or five feet high, 
use ehrectlv from a road twelve feet wide innocent 
of pavements for font passengers Bullock and 
buffalo-drawn carts hcaviiv laden compete with 
oflice jauns (the Calcutta box gharries), motor- 
cars, riikshas .md pedestri.ms for the right of 
wav , .ind when .m aceident oeeurs or a cart to 
unIn 1(1, gets at riglit angles to the traffic, pan- 
demonium reigns supreme Then if a storm 
occurs and m.ikes the road a quagmire in wdiieh 
the shod and unshod slither on the clavcv surface, 
where it intervals arc Iicaps of refuse, somctimcb 
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street Scenes and Impressions 
The Indian portion ol llie eitv eov ers roughlj 
an area of ten square miles, and, from the air, 
must, save for its few open spaees, seem a fairlv’ 
solid block of dwellings of briek, stone, straw and 
mud, intersected bv a few v isible streets, for the 
majont} of them arc too narrow to be observ^ed 
from anv considerable height North of Dliur- 
rumtollah Street thev are massed together in this 
wav as far as the Circular Canal at Chitpore, 
being intersected b) onl} four roads of fair width 
from north to south, and bv" onlj tw'o from west 
to east, exclusive of those recently added by the 
operations of the Improvement Trust, such as 
Central »\v"enue, ete Ihe old roads are of about 
tw^ent}' feet m width, with tramways running m 
the centre, and pav'cments v arv mg from non- 
existence to fiv^e feet in w idth on both sides or on 
one side of them In these thoroughfares the houses 
^nd shops are constructed in the most erratic 
fashion, and include mercantile offices, residential 
buildings or rajahs’ palaces tow'enng to close on 
a hundred feet, next to mud-w'alled and reed- 


onlv obstructiv’^e, but often vilely offensive, there 
IS as unpleasant a locality in which to transact 
business as can well be imagined 

This, howev^er, describes one of the better 
streets in the quarter There are hundreds of 
smaller lanes and allevs, some of but three or 
four feet wide, which twist and turn (one is called 
Serpentine Lane) in an incredible manner, and in 
these the conditions mentioned are intensified to a 
degree inconceivable to those who have not 
experienced them Thronging the whole of this 
quarter from earlv mom till dark is a mass of 
pedestrians Betore dawn a stream of women 
wend their wav to the river to bathe, and before 
thev return the bulk of tiie people are about — 
coolies, clad onh in a dhoti (loin cloth) with or 
without headgear, clerks (Baboos) similarly 
attired, but with an additional shirt, its tails wav’- 
ing in the breeze, and worn without a collar 
Persons higher m the social scale will add to or 
substitute for the shirt a coat, and this rank when 
reached is nearlv alwavs decorated bv a fountain 
pen Thus apparelled the Bengali goes to office. 
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crowding' the tram-cars — in which he g'cncr.illy 
contrives to gfet a glorious spell of often broken 
sleep 

Many Indians at the top of the soci.il 
ladder motor to their olliccs in garments indis- 
tinguishable from those of their European con- 
frere , while on the footwaj s are black-bearded 
and ringleted big-boned men from the Punjab, in 
Aoluminous pyjamas, vith coats and waistcoats of 
cloth or vehet, splashed with colour and bright 
w'lth gold or silver braid or buttons, lithe, little 
men of fairer complexion from Madras, with a 
small round cap and coat abo\e the dhoti, and 


Indians of every shade, from the Anglo to the 
Indian, red-puggned police, in w^hite, but their 
scrge.ints in blue and silver, beggars wuth horrible 
sores and eomphunts visible and voluble, or w-ant- 
ing certain anatomical details, Manvari women 
in full,gold-nmmed swinging skirts, with coloured 
camisole, bcjew'cllcd at the head and feet, all these 
jostle each other in the crow'ded streets, while 
tram-car gongs and motor horns noisily sound 
their w'ay through the throng 

There is no regulation of foot passengers yet, 
so collisions are frequent, and as Indians are 
fond of carrMng umbrellas at the slope, they have 
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others of the servant class from the same pro- 
vince, nearly black of skin and fonder of colour 
in their dress Parsis, too, may be seen, still 
fairer, frock coated, but wearing a hat shaped 
like an inverted coal scuttle, Greeks, in coloured 
lungis and a shirt, dirtier than the Indian and 
slovenly beslippered, Turks, more grubby still, 
Goorkas from Nepal, mostly in khaki shorts and 
coats, with a little round black cap, Lepchas and 
Tibetans bare headed and bare necked, unshod, 
their coarse grey blanket garment secured w'lth 
long brass skew^ers, Ceylonese, all in white, with 
neatly trained hair m w'hich is fixed a circular comb, 
baggy white cotton shorts and shirts, 
Marwans, wnth pugrees of all colours and pat- 
terns, and perhaps roped about as w^ell, Anglo- 


Lo be careful of each others’ movements , but no 
all the turmoil of the streets, nor a 
altercation next to them, serves to disturb 
great white Brahmini cattle that seek tlieir 
along the shops, m the dustbins and amongs 
rubbish heaps, or, of tins tiring, he dowm an 
to sleep anywhere, in the narrow'cst of 
the broad pavements of Clive or Old Court o 
Streets 

It IS, how^ever, upon days of great 
the streets best show their varieties of c o 
and come nearest to the general concep 
'* the colourful East ” If the festival be < 
medan men appear in coats, waistcoats, an 
of the most gorgeous colours and materia ^ 
attain an even greater brilliance in t e 
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ol tliL m \k ''I'N H lilt juhil itum ht .i Hiiulu out 
^.olouis m’lui ilK ottui in lilt '■uiis nf tlu 
woimn .iiul iiinsi t\(|UiMU j^ioups will be sttn 
ainonij llit lrti'> .ilnnu tlu luirch i nf lilt pu it 
M ml in I’niiiio''! iiul the Imtlu'-t of ttitcnt, 
whitli 111 ikt tilt gi v'-s .iiul fob igt look grt\, will 
tlotlu tlu top, 111 oi gold Ikslud lignum, .iiul bt 
utoiiipinud b\ oiu oi two in piiipk or in tiini- 
'■011 \iiotlu r gioiip w ill be in sitii'' of ilu blues 
and purples, iniong wbuli will ll isli oiu of or ingc 
or 1 snrkl shot with gold, making, ns tlie\ p.is<i 
from slimk to suiislimc or llu rc\iist, pitturts of 
uiiforgttt iblc btnuU 


oil III .1 sni.ill c.utlitn bowl and lighted), w’liitli 
piodiitt tilt most fair)-likc “ Will o’ the wisp ” 
illuiiim.il ions possililt. Before the nd\ent of 
ektliit lighting this method liansformtd Cal- 
tutt.i .11 tmiLs Irom .i tit) of dreadful night into 
out of elflikt .ind eianestciu tiiarm 

llu I'uropcan (soiitlitm) portion of tht city 
IS pioMdtd with widtr streets, and, until recently, 
most ol Its itsidtiues li.ul gardens and ttnnis- 
touits .illnthtd, whilt tht roads are lined with 
litcs on iitbcr side, ibt general aspect (save 
tli.it tht liousts ,irt llat-roofcd) being that of 
tlu outskirts of an Lngbsh coiintr) town The 
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In the da)s of the Holi (Hindu) festnal the men 
w ear m reaths of brilliantly coloured flow ers 
around their necks, depending to the waist, or 
stick behind their ears, a great hibiscus bloom, 
while their faces, hair, and clothing get bespat- 
tered u ith the drv pow der which it is the custom 
for them to throw over each other This powder 
IS of the most intense scarlet, crimson, saffron, 
or purple hue, and when, varsnng in degrees of 
densitv, it is liberal!) scattered upon the whiteness 
of their clothes, its effect is bizarre in the e^-treme 
One of the sights of the )ear is the Dew'ali, or 
Feast of Lights, in No\ ember Then e^erJ 
Hindu contrives to decorate his dwelling (and if 
oo is allowed, his European master’s) with 
innumerable chiraghs (small w'lcks immersed in 


pedestrians here are comparative!) few% except in 
the morning when clerks and t)pists are flocking 
to ofhee, and then in the busiest commercial 
streets, those of Dalhousie Square, Clive Street, 
and Old Court House Street, etc , a curious sight 
IS often seen Intermixed with the stream^ of 
people on the pavements, Brahmini cattle, w^hich 
bar e been upon the Maidan for their morning 
meal of its grass, follow^ each other m Indian file, 
similar in the pace and apparenth m the purpose of 
their progress with the dapper clerks or short- 
skirted tj pists that march with them abreast 
Clue Street in the e\ening presents on its w^es- 
tem, and tlien shad) side another form of obstruc- 
tion, of which the regulators of its traffic seem 
equalh unconscious Its pa\ement is at the most 
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but SIX feet wide, and at least tlircc feet of this 
IS occupied by squatting- vendors of whatever fruit 
IS in season, which, if of the melon t^pc, is cut 
into small pieces and sold to the Indian clerks 
who swarm out upon their joiirnc) home These 
latter occupy another foot of the w'ai, and on 
the curb arc s\ccs awaiting- their masters, and 
loafers begging- from the cnnvd, leaimg but about 
a foot of patlnva^' for tliosc wdio wisli to progress, 
and as progression is allow'cd in both directions' 
tile speed at whicli it is possible ma} be imagined 
hoot passenger, on ChowTinghce arc seldom 
obstructed, unless it be when a football mateh 
has just concluded, when multitudes of Indians, 


Uir\ to so great an extent tliat a visitor of igoo 
would to-day experience many visual shocks 
A lew jears after an improvement has been 
cllecled It IS exceedingly dillicult to recollect a 
/ocahty as it appeared previously, and it is, of 
couise, no one’s business to make a photo- 
giaphic record of what is removed, but old resi- 
dents of Baihgunge remember that the entrance 
to that suburb fiom Lower Circular Road was 
b}' a road just wide cnoug'h for two carnag^es to 
pass each other, w'lth, on the west, an open dram 
w'hich was a continual offence Now, the road, 
until It bifurcates to encircle the Balhgunge 
Maidan, is 1:50 feet wade, proeiding space for two 



W'lth no idea of the proper side to take, meander 
ever}W'here, many gazing at the shop windows as 
they w'alk, thus making peregrination among 
them an exciting as well as an amusing experi- 
ence At night the pavements m this portion 
of the city are deserted at an early hour for, if 
the European has a craze for walking, he gener- 
ally does It in the morning, or if he feels he 
must have a stroll after dinner, it is taken along 
Queensway, where he finds an open space and an} 
likely breeze 

Modern Improvements 

Since the formation of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust in 1913, the changes made by it in 
the city have greatly contributed to the more 
expeditious movement of the vehicular traffic, 
have driven w'lde thoroughfares through crowded 
and unsavour}' quarters, and altered, even in the 
centre of the cit} , the aspects familiar for a cen 


footpaths, where formerly there w'as none, and a 
roadw'ay, asphalted instead of macadamised, w'ltli 
room for five cars abreast 

A more notew'orthy improvement, and one 
which has aftorded much greater facility m pro- 
ceeding to the great playgrounds of Calcutta 
societ} — the two golf courses and the race-coursc 
of Toll} gunge — is what is known as the Russa 
Road Improvement Here there used to be a road 
from 25 to 30 feet wide, through the Indian sufauro 
of Bhow'anipore, w'hich, crow'ded with vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic, and having tram-cars run- 
ning up Its centre, w'as almost closed by these 0 
the passage of motor-cars To-day it has been 
widened to loo or 120 feet for more than a mic, 
the tramway has been re-ahgried , and w'herc prac 
ticable a remd provided for slow vehicles , with t le 
result of eliminating a crow'ded and 
area, providing eas} access to ToIIygunge and 1 
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<;iihiiih witli 1 ''lioit on wliicli fint huildin”^*. h»\t 
luL'ii, uul \io huni^. ontli.ll, ttMuItinino:, as is 
iisii.il in C ihulli, tlutllini; (jiinlcrs .ihoit niul 
Inr^o slntjjs InUiw 1 In wliok (list rut mm 
i]il)ins ninro piospi inns nitl its inhiibit.inls 
nunc 111 illln hitauso ol tlu q^iciki fiittioni of 
inoMimnt tin woik in tim >lion lias maliktl llum 
to t nj(i\ 

In tin noitiuin p irt of tlu citt is tlio still 
ttnatir am! mon Inotfuiil silitino wlmli tlio 
Trust In^ (.iTtrlt (1 In tnttini; tin sp u unis (tntral 
\\inno tlirontjli tlu luait of tlu (Inmso and 
Indnn tpnrtirs Tins nnn uk s m diirmlut 


1 lie slIicihc proNuks for the extension of tins 
axetuic still faitliei north until it joins the Cossi- 
poio Road, the Bcltrachin Road, mIiicIi leads to 
Diiin Diini, ,ind the Grand lunik Road running 
to Bur uUpnre, where is a large park with the 
house in which the (lovcrnor spends his w’cek- 
tiids, 1 golf coin St, a new' i ace-course, and for 
a gri It pill turn of the }ear a considerable nnhtar) 
i oinniuniti 

1 rom the c nitre of Chownnghcc to the cast 
tlu T rust has made a remarkable change in the 
bro.ukning of I’aik Street, a thoroughfare used 
In I 1 irgt portion of traffie from the south-east. 



route to the northern outskirts of Chitpur and 
Cossipore, to the fearfull) narrow Chitpur Road, 
encumbered b\ tramwaj’ traOic, winch had 
become at bust hours almost impossible except 
It a walking pace The Central Avenue is too 
feet wide, and alreadt shows signs of what a 
great arterj it will be m the future. Huge struc- 
tures of four, fit e, and six storets, are alreadt 
flanking it No tram-cars run there, and the 
public tehicular traffic is confined to motor-buses, 
of tvhich, owing to the Trust’s protision of tvide 
roads, there are notv a great number 

The southern end of this wonderful improte- 
uient has removed a congerie of small shops and 
dwelling-houses from the proximit} of the mosque 
at the corner of Dharamtala and Bentmck 
Streets, tvhere these connect with Chow ringhee, 
“50 that from Tollt gunge to Beadon Street there 
a' ^ '"oadwat of the great width mentioned for a 
distance of some fite or six miles 


and now one of the best business streets in the 
citt 

\nother portion of the Trust’s A\ork has been 
the “ Circular Road to Outer Park Street 
Scheme,” which has cut three broad roads and 
numerous smaller ones through a particularly 
unsa\our\ quarter 

In addition to what has been mentioned, the 
Trust has, when making these splendid roads, 
taken evert opportunitv of opening, betAteen them 
and the larger of the existing streets, transverse 
ones to join all together, one or two of them m 
the Indian quarter being of exceptional adean- 
tage It has also proe ided blocks of buildings 
to replace those swept aw'av bv its operations, 
and has not neglected the provision of open spaces, 
resulting in the formation of Shambazar Park 
and a large area for what will be a Chitpur- 
Cossipore Park, while at the other, the southern, 
end of the citv , it is constructing a large lake 
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where tlie Calcutta Rowing' Club has erected a 
club and boat-house and will hold its regattas 
This extensive work naturally results in large 
expenditure, the total of which to the 31st of 
March, 1926, amounted to Rs 9,10,80,989, includ- 
ing the cost of the Dum Dum Bridge, one of 
three required to provide for the wider exits to 
the north 

The Trust has, so far, more than justified its 
formation , and if it functions as energetically for 
the next quarter of a centur}, Calcutta should find 
its traffic problems solved very satisfactorily 
The expansion of motor transport and the con- 


Climate, Hygiene, and Recreation 

Calcutta has three different seasons, the cold 
w'cather, as is termed the time between October 
and March, when the average temperature is 
about 70 deg , the hot weather, March to the 
break of the rams, wdicn the average rises to 
85 deg , and days may give a record of anj thing 
between 100 deg and no deg in the shade, and 
the raiin season, from the middle of June to the 
end of September, or, in good years, to the end 
of October, w hen the average is still aliout 82 deg 
In the cold weatber tbe cit\ is festive Social 
entertainments of all descriptions, paperchases, 
racing, golf, cricket, tennis, picnics, trips up and 
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sequent speeding up of traffic has necessitated the 
provision of traffic police, a need which has been 
attended to by the Commissioner of Police in a 
\ery noteworthy manner The parawmllah 
(policeman), profiting by instruction much more 
quickly than w'as expected, now has, at many 
important points, sole control of crowded cross- 
ings, and performs his duty to the satisfaction 
of his own countrymen as well as to that of the 
European citizens 

Horse-draw'n vehicles are comparatively few in 
number, and it cannot be many years before the 
bullock ’and buffalo carts disappear from the 
streets whereby much time wull be saved and 
traffic ’control greatly simplified 


dowm the river, theatres, concerts, dances, cep 
Its youth and beauty continually busy from ear) 
morn till early next morn M^ny brave the ear ) 
morning mists to have a gallop beyond n ) 
gunge The damp fogs of the nights deter 1 
not from theatre, bridge party, or dance, 
judging by tlie bright eyes and . ’^ncss 

grace the tennis lawm or launch, in tne 
of tbe days, tbe great social activity is mos 
appreciated, and often results in the merr) p 
of marriage bells 

Cloudless blue skies are experienced ^ 

of this period, and in such dependa e ' ‘ 
the season’s sports are all well patronise , 
ticularly that of racing, wffiich appea s 
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Imlnn no Il^s tlun lo llio riiiojicin, iiul on tin 
\n.cio\''. nul Imhi^ I'nipnor's Cup (I.i\s cliuws 
to llic r>to-<,ouis( .1 trowel of tnoinious puipoi- 
tions, wlmli till' uii\ il in ^Uli of thi \il(io\ 
or Co\ ernor pi ov nh w ith n '.|)it i u U of j^oi j^i oils 
spkmlour ^i>out\ is tluu in .ill its “ }^1 ul 
ni^^s ” — M ill ir i] ihs, R ij.ihs, ,uul princtlinps of 
ncirh i'\ ( n St iii m Iniii.i, 1 iiiopi ins, ofliii.nl 
and non-ol'iii i.il , lulus of mn ijrulc “ in the 
swim " .mill out of it, tliroiu;; tlu iiulosuri , while 




!,u'nir.nll\ liaMii}^’' w ith smiles expressing how glad 
tlu\ .in to h ivt been useful 

Old 1 olh uul New' lolly, as the Toll}gungc 
Club .111(1 the Ro\,il Caleutt.i Golf Club are c.dled, 
(hum the presence of .i host of follow'ers of the 
me lent ,md roe.il g.imc, morning and evening, 
.111(1 nowhere c.in more pleasant hours be spent 
lb, in on their links or the lawns of their respcc- 
!i\( houses 

Cricket, like racing, appears to have started 


the centre of the course provides ample standing 
adrmss ^he crowd w'ho cannot afford to pay for 

sof better provision for the 

that of Calcutta The four fine stands, 
nna paddock, and the course of a mile 

suT most of it in full view' of the 

^‘^^'^'^ble from the spectators’ 
thrlc provision for the horses and 

tore^-ri on them is no less satisfac- 

nf r.!,/ totahsators proeide the means 

aftp profit as well as pleasure from the 

rnoon, the bookies, who occupy tfie former. 


beginning of the 19th century 
and the Calcutta Cricket Club ground at the Eden 
Gardens, enclosed by fine trees, is another much 
frequented spot in the cold season 

Mien night falls the restaurants devoted to 
dancing become crow'ded, and, after dinner the 
one European theatre and the cinemas also (;i aim 
manj patrons but by tw'o o’clock in the moS^ng 
the majority of the pleasure seekers have retired^ 

Joyou^Tou^d^" -P-t the 

Before the Great War all this entertainment 
was enhanced by levees, dinners, and dances, 
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large and small, at Oovernment House, but these 
liavc .ilmost vanished m consequence of post-war 
economy, and a g-arden part} or two in the season 
IS the most the g'reatei part of Calcutta society 
has the pleasure of enjoying m the presence of the 
Governor and his wife 

At the end of March the hot weather sends those 
who can aflord to go, and lliose who go at the 
expense of tliose wlio cannot (thej call it " at 
Government expense ”) to the hills — Darjeeling, 
Shillong, or Ootaeamund People who must bear 
the heat proceed to shed all the clothing per- 
missible, and with the aid of electric fans and lee, 
sit down to grin and bear it 

But those who lea\e the cit} then misa seeing 
It at IS best, for shortly after they have departed 
the beautiful flowering trees lining" most of the 
stieets 111 the southern, or European section, burst 
into bloom , the bare branches of the lofty cotton 
trees shoot out their scarlet flowers, and in turn 
great masses of orange, blue, purple, crimson, lilac 
and primrose jellow, rise forty to sixty feet high 
amid all shades of green foliage , w'hile on the 
earth below the gardens are aglow' with their 
more modest blooms Calcutta then riots in 
colour, as though beflagged at being rid of those 
she counts as the unfaithful The tennis pla)crs 
enjo}' themselves more tlian ever, for the evenings 
are long , hockey replaces cricket for the amuse- 
ment of others , and at sunset the south breeze 
springs up and makes the later hours the best of 
all the day Enjoyable indeed are the evenings 
and nights until the close of May brings in the 
higher temperature, and June produces pncklj 
heat 

The latter is the season for c) clones, or if one of 
these devastating storms does not eventuate, there 
are sure to be numbers of nor’-w'csters, sudden 
tempests of wind and then of heavy ram, with 
terrific thunder and lightning of varying duration, 
perhaps accompanied by hail enough to make the 
ground appear snow covered If these do not 
come to alleviate the scorching heat, the 
“ Ditcher ” wants to know the reason why and 
feels himself ill-used , yet still the dancers carry 
on, if in diminished numbers, while some remem- 
ber there is a good swimming bath on the Strand 
Road and wend their way in that direction 

After tw'O months and a half of this, the mon- 
soon may be expected, and as the 15th of June 
approaches, the eyes of all are directed to the 
heavens, if by chance its advance may be detected 
Newcomers are often deceived and think it has 
arrived early in the month w'hen the Chola Bin '(at 
(small rams) herald the advance of its big 
brother, but old stagers know that after these 
there w'lll be moie heat to make the burdened 
coolie drip w'lth moisture and the seasoned crow 
seek any patch of shade, gasping through open 
beak, before respite of anv value comes 

When football has replaced hockey as the popu- 
lar game somew'heie about the latter half of June, 
the longed for deluge bursts, the ground becomes 


first mud, then slush, and then a lake, in which 
frcqucntl) the strenuous game goes on A bit 
of icd or splash of blue jersey winch has escaped 
the mirc enables idcntific.ition of a plajer, and so 
m.i} be known w'hich team is getting through, jet 
thousands, white and brow'n, stream across the 
Maidan w'lth or without mackintosh and umbrella 
to support their particular team, and watch 
through pouring ram the platers in the quag- 
mire 

Ihe cooler nights and da}s are sometimes 
arrested bj " a break in the rams,” when the land 
steams in the sun and smells like a newlj' watered 
hot-house in the Old Country, but here it is one 
that cannot be got out of Such a break has, 
net crthclcss, ita compensations, perhaps a glori- 
ous sunset, when in the skj a landscape of extra 
V igantlj' shaped outline borders a glowing sea, 
sometimes a seeming range of hills, volcanic, 
deep toned against terrific fires, will mark the 
djing daj , and leaae a sense of agitation that 
will not -(ubside until sereneR m the East floats 
up the orange moon Then ensues a night such 
as poets rave of, refreshing breezes cool the 
moistened skin , cicadas and frogs, if far enough 
awaj, give a sense of resting well while others 
work, the scents of all the flowers are inter- 
mingled , and, if there is pleasant companj' and 
cooling drinks, life seems liveable — for that night 
at least 

September and October are again liable to bring 
cj clonic storms , indeed the W'orst Bengal has suf- 
fered have been in the latter part of the jear, 
one in October, 1S64, produced a storm-wave that 
drowned 48,000 people, did great damage to Cal- 
cutta shipping, tore off the cathedral roof and 
the minarets of the Dhurrumtollah mosque 
Another in the same month m 1S76 caused 100,000 
deaths bj submerging a great part of Eastern 
Bengal to the deptli of from 10 to 41; feet 

Earthquakes are happilj not of frequent occur- 
rence, but that of 1897, W'hich laid Assam in rums, 
caused wide-spread bovoc in Calcutta Nearly a 
the church spires, and manj' houses, came down,^ 
while there was scarcelj' one that did not show 
bj small or large cracks, the shaking it had under- 
gone , the absence of any loss of life was pro- 
bably due to the occurrence of the disaster m 
the late afternoon of a day in June 

The end of the rams brings back the steanw 
hot-house temperature — the sooner thet cease, le 
w'orse it is — and then mosquitoes, crickets, grass 
hoppers, earw'igs, and innumerable more de cs 
able insects make life near a light at nig 1 a 
misery , but luckily November is then no • 
away, and everyone hopes for the early amen 
the small green flies w'hich m their thousan s co 
to tow'n, the harbingers of cold weather 

Zoological and Botanical Gardens 

The Zoological Gardens are exceedingly 
and beautiful, especialh m the late w'lnter « ^ 
spring, and their collection of animals, bir s, 
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icptiks IS \in Li)mpicliLn''i\ c and intcicatmi^ 
No pint molt pit O' ml loi pitmcs loiild bt 
lound, if tut bt taktn to Kttp oil llit ltk it Kitts 
lint'- III iioimd md''tiikt with ima/my i.ipidil\ 
ind ituiiuv upon unpiottttid tat ihlt'', and a 
d i\ bt tlio'-en wlun uimi‘«Mon is not liti 

lilt /on his bttn a jo\ to t\i.i\ sittion of iht 
tomiminits sunt its optnini^ in i.S“0 b\ Kmp' 
Ldwnid \ 11 , tlun I’limt ol W lU s 

1 ho lloianK il (iiuUns, louiukil h\ tin last 
Indii Complin m i7b(), ait about tlirit milts 
bilow Caltult i on tht Howi di, or wtsuin, bank 
of Iht llooijhK iiuii fiontaiti on tin inii is 
a niik lonq; md thin irta n no Itss than z~2 
atrts, inttrstttid h\ tiinu^t dints ,uul path- 
wa\s q-niii”: miss to t\ti\ portion 

Iht man who ori”;in ittd iht u udt'ns, C ol K\d, 
and was its first Supti mltmlcnt, holdiniif th.il post 
for scion itars, is commtmoritid In a most 
delig'htfulli siulpturid while marhle urn b\ Hanks 

\ g;ro it ulratlion is iht immmst bani.m trte 
which IS world famous, and toms m irta goo 
feel m circumfi rtnti Tin oru^inal sitin is di id, 
and an open spact now rtmiins m tin ttnlri, but 
the circumference is still maintained In the atrial 
shoots from tht parent sttm, mam of tin oldtr 
onts being- now in detai 

\ en beautiful ait tin a\ 00110-, of mahogam , 
deodar, and bamboo, which bordir tin roads m 
the gardens, and the great conscri.itones which 
house wonderful collections of pilms and ferns 
In these, when the orchids arc in bloom, mai 
be seen a perfect galaw of flow ers of ci cri con- 
cciiable shape and colour fhe wants of iisitors 
are catered for bi the proiision of houses where 
meals mai be eaten and drinking water found 
These facilities are well taken adiantage of In 
crowds of people traiellmg hi rner steamers, 
which stop at a jttti in the centre of the rner 
front 

The Botanical Gardens are pnmanli , of course, 
a commercial undertaking, and haic been, and are, 
a great asset to India in the introduction of new 
articles of commerce Their most striking suc- 
cesses haie been in connection with the introduc- 
tion of the tea industri into Assam and of cin- 
chona, 3ielding quinine, into British Sikkim 

Churches 

The churches of Calcutta are not particularly 
fine examples of ecclesiastical architecture, but 
the Cathedral Church of St Paul, to the east of 
the Victoria Memorial, is perhaps the one of the 
most graceful proportions Its foundation stone 
w-as laid in iS^g, and the consecration of the 
building took place on October 8th, 1S47, the 
ofhciating bishop being Bishop Wilson, ivho gaie 
two lakhs of rupees to the fund for its erection 
and IS appropriateli buried near its altar The 
gold communion plate was the gift of Queen 
Victoria, and the interior has been beautified and 
enriched in the succeeding } ears bi mam gifts 
m memon of the dead Prominent among these 


gifts .irc tiic west window, designed b) Biirnc 
Jone--, which is a memorial to the assassinated 
1^01 d Mail), the tablet to tiie memor) of the Ben- 
gal I ngmeers who fell m the Indian Miitin} , the 
Gothic memoii.il to the assassinated Justice j P 
P.ixton , the m.irble one to Ritchie, the friend of 
W M 1 htiekerai , who wrote its inscription, 
tiiosc to Lord Llgm, Sherwood la} lor, and 
Mun.ightm I wo memorials which cannot 
he p.issed unheeded are the monument to 
Lull Canning-, who lies buried in the park at 
B.iri ukpore, and the white marble statue of 
Bishop Heber, who is represented at praier in 
full e inonic.il-., under the tower Bishop Heber 
w.is buried at Irichinopoli Another statue of 
him hi the same sculptor. Sir Francis Chantrc}, 
stands in St fieorgc's Cathedral, Madras, and 
let another in the south aisle of St Paul’s Cathe- 
dial, London 

1 he older ehureh, St John’s, in the centre of 
the eiti, IS eommonli known to Indians as the 

Palth ir Girja,” or “ Stone Church,” and to 
the older European mb ibitants as ‘‘ The old 
Cathedral ” It i-, much more interesting, from 
.m historical point of new, than the more "modern 
one alreadi mentioned, for the church}ard con- 
tains the tombs ol the founder of Calcutta, Job 
Charnock, of Hamilton, the surgeon who ivent to 
Delhi in 1714, and bi his skill made easier the 
path of those who followed him, of Watson, the 
idmiral who rclieicd Calcutta m 1757, of Bishop 
Turner, fourtii Bishop of Calcutta, and others 
connected w ith the cai li i ears of the settlement , 
lor this was until 1767 its onli burjing place 

The interior of St John’s 15 also croivded with 
memorials, man} of them by sculptors of emi- 
nence, as, for instance, that of Alexander Coliin, 
bi Westmacott, of Lt -Col J A Kirkpatrick, bi 
Bacon, of Major Cruttenden and Cheese, the 
latter a garrison surgeon, both bi AA'estmacott 
Erected bi the late Lord Minto, during his Vice- 
roialti in 1905, is a marble bust bi Jennings, of 
the Lord Minto who was Goi emor-General of 
Fort AAblham in 1807^13 , ivhile a large number of 
tablets of all sizes commemorate those ivho con- 
tributed to the founding of the citi 

The altar rails enclose the bod} of Bishop 
Middleton The picture of the Lord’s Supper, b} 
Zoffani , is one of the prized possessions of' the 
A'^estri , and the registers, complete from 1713 
enw ards, are the source from ivhich Calcutta his- 
toriani haie culled their most authentic facts 

St John’s Church dates from April 8th, 1784 
when the foundation stone was laid b} the’Senior 
Member of Council, AA^heler, and it was conse- 
crated in the presence of Lord Cornw'allis on 
Sundai, June 24th, 1787 

St Andrew’s Kirk, or ” Lat Sahib ka Girja,” 

The Lord Sahib’s Church,” owing probabli to 
the interest taken in its construction b} the Coun- 
tess of Loudon and Moira, wnfe of Lord Moira 
(Marquis of Hastings) the Goi ernor-General at 
the time of its erection stands, as indicated else- 
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wlicic, on lliL site of llic ole! Court House, .ind 
faces soutii from tlic north end of llic stic’ct of 
that name J lie foundation stone w.is laid on St 
Andrew’s Da}, Novemher 30th, 181:5, and the 
eluirch was opened for public worship on March 
8th, 1818 1 he spire is surmounted by a cock said 

to bare been chosen for that position because 
Bishop Middleton, the first Chureh of Rnj^land 
Bishop of Calcutta, asserted spires were the mono- 
poh of that boeh , which roused Dr Br\cc, the 



ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, CALCUTTA, 
consecrated 1847 


head of the Scottish church, to assert he would 
ha^ c a spire and on it a cock to crow^ o\ or the 
bishop This he did, and, as Macaulay sa}s, 
“ llicrc It stands unto this day to watness if I 
he ” 

In the vestry of St Andrew' ’s is a portrait in 
oils of the pugnacious ecclesiastic, w'hich, painted 
by Sir John Watson Gordon, was sent to Calcutta 
in the Protecioi lhat vessel evas lost in a gale in 
October, 183S, off tbc Sandheads, and only five of 
tbc crew' were saved The case containing Dr 
Bryce’s picture was one of the few packages 
salved from the wreck The portrait is one of 
the finest hfe-size portraits in Calcutta, and is 
companioned by one of Dr Charles, the succeed- 
ing senior chaplain of St Andrew’s 

Close by, in Mission Row, is the Old Mission 
Church, the second oldest place of Christian wor- 
ship in the city It was erected in 1770 by the 
Dutch minister, Kiernander, at a cost of Rs 
68,000, of which Rs 65,000 was given by Kier- 
nander Its architect was a Dane, Boutant de 
Mevell, who died before its completion The 
church was at first a very poor structure in com- 
parison with what It is to-day, and being origin- 
ally an unplastered brick edifice, it became known 
as'the Lai (or Red) Girja, a name it still goes by 
among Indians, though its colour has for nearly 
a century been that of light stone 

Kiernander became blind from cataract in 1778, 
and although he recovered his sight three years 
later his son, in the meantime, seems to have 
involved him in monetary difficulties and liis pro- 
perty was seized for debt, so that he w'as com- 
pelled to go to Chinsurah on Rs 50 per mensem 


In this eiisis Charles Grant, of Malda, afterwards 
.1^ director of the East India Compan}, paid 
Rs 10,000 for the chureh, and transferred it to 
three trustees, one of whom was the garrison 
ehiipl.iin. Brown, who kept it going for twent} 
3'ears without pay, and vastly improved the build 
mg During this period, m 1804, on the anni 
versar) (23rd September) of the battle of Assaje, 
Brown preached in the church to a congregation 
which included the Marquis Wellesley and Major 
General Arthur Wellesley, afterwards Duke of 
W ellington Kiernander, who lived to the age 
of 88, lies buried in the Mission Church bur}ing 
ground, between his first and second w’lves 
The church and all its property w'as conveyed to 
the Church Missionary Society in 1870 on con 
dition that that Society should thenceforth supp!) 
It with suitable chaplains It is not generally 
know n that in the mission hall at its rear is a 
collection of small oil portraits of those wdio ha\e 
been connected with the church as pastors 
The most imposing Roman Catholic church in 
Calcutta IS the cathedral in Canning Street It 
is the successor of a chapel of mat and straw 
erected, soon after Job Charnock’s arrival in 1690, 
bv some friars of the Order of St Augustin, who 
accompanied Portuguese settlers The original 
structure was follow'ed in 1700 by a brick chapel, 
w'hith, enlarged in 1720, w'as damaged in the sad 
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he city in 1756, but escaped toffil 
was seized for the use of the Englis 
if of Calcutta It was restored in , , 

tuguese, who, m 1796, laid on 

le of a new church that vvas con * 

'ember 27th, 1799 L Bengal, and 

er than seven Vicars-General o S 
eath the altar is also interred the "rst 
op of Calcotto, Paol Goetha a, whose l.W 
jeathed to the See, is a volumes 

rmation on Indian subjects, < Y 
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btint^ tlicrt. .u.ul iblc winch .lu unobl.un iblc cKc- 
w licic in the cilv 

I he grciil '-(.bool t'l tile Jcbinl h.uhcis, 'bl 
\i\iors, in I’.nk Street, h.is no oulst. Hiding- 
arehitcetur.il leaturt"-, but is of histone il interest, 
for its handsome portico ind run Ihght ol steps 
arc the s nne to-d.nj .is when thci formed tlie 
entrance to the Sms Souei i lu iln, whuh w.is 
opened in 1841, md in which, in Mrs 

Lstlur Leieh, " Queen of the Indiin Si.ige," loi 
whose eompain u hid been Iniilt, met her de ith, 
her diess eatehing fire from .111 oil limp .is she 
sUHid It the wings .iw iiting lu r eiu She ran, 
bh/ing, upon the st ige, e ilhng feir help, .md 
although piompth 1 oiled on the lloni .md the 
(lames eetinuuishe el, she was so baelle Inirnt that, 
after one or two hopeful r.illus, she died sixteen 
da\s later m her house next dooi, now the \reh- 
bishop s Palace 1 he the.itrc bee inu the prn- 
perte eif Xrehiushop C.ircw m and w.is 

coincrtcd into the gre it educitionil eeiitre which 
It IS to-dae \ ere few who isiend its steps are 
.aware that the little feet of Mrs leich, the 
delight of Caliutti, const mile trippid up and 
down them 

St Thomas’ Church, Middleton Row, although 
ouiw.ardh uninteresting, has .111 imnosmg interior 
and IS the church which proeidcs for Roman 
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Catholic w^orshippers in the southern portion of 
the citj' Its pulpit IS generally occupied bv the 
best of its preachers, and its choir is noted for 
Its excellence 

There are numerous other churches belonging 
to the Anglican, Roman, Nonconformist, Jewash, 
and Greek communities, but only two others call 
for special mention One of these, the Free 
Church, IS m Wellesle}' Square, and w'hen first 
built, and when all but the internal finishing had 


been eomplcled, suddenly coll.ipstd , but the spire 
I cm lined intact bo grc.it was the catastrophe 
that the walls had to be taken dowm and the 
foundations piled and rclaid 1 his doubled the 
eost of the buildings, but it was eicntually com- 
pleted in iS^S, ind is perhaps architecturally one 
of the most sitisf\ing churches in the city Its 
design appe.irs to ha\e been the w'ork of Capt 
llcnrj GooduMi, of the Kotal Engineers 
1 lie other is the '\rmenian Church of St 
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ST JOHN’S CHURCH, CALCUTTA 
(T,.e Old Cathedral), consecrated Jn 1787 

N.iT-arclh, in 'Armenian Street, a very congested 
part of the citj, to the north of Canning Street 
It IS the oldest place of Christian wwship in Cal- 
cutta, dating from 1724 The architect, one 
Leon Gatona, an Armenian, was brought from 
Persia for the purpose, and the building has 
endured for two centuries a wntness to his skill 
Surrounded by high structures and walls, it now 
seems singulaih out of place, and the narrow- 
streets by w'hich alone approach to it is possible, 
contribute to that feeling, but the graves in the 
churchward make the site sacred to the living, and 
render it difficult to imagine the time when it wall 
be abolished The church shares wutli St John’s 
the distinction ot having a large painting of The 
Lord’s Supper as an altar piece, surrounded bv a 
massn e frame in the form of a golden Armenian 
cross, which also frames paintings above of The 
Father, and below' of The Enshroudment of Our 
Lord, w'lth sorrowing angels and cherubims in the 
lunettes and circles of the frame A brass on the 
left of the altar states that the painting w'as 
designed and executed by the English artist, "A E 
Hams, in iqoi, and presented "to the church in 
memori of Carapiet and Hosannah Balthazar bv 
eight of their children 

Clubs 

The oldest club in the city is the Bengal Club 
founded at a meeting held in the Town Hall of. 
February ist, iSay, the original members ha\ing 
among their number Lord Combermere, Sir 
Charles IMetcalfe, and H T Prinsep Afember- 
ship was restricted to “The King’s and Com- 
pany’s sen'ants of a certain standing, and the 


5CA.POIiT5 or INDIA AND CEYLON. 


Bench and Bai of ihc Prcsidcnc},” the entrance 
f^ee being- Rs 250, with the annual subscription of 
Ks 100 if members \\ere resident in, or within 
one hundred miles of, Caleutta, and Rs ac if 
bejond that limit 

T he Club was an immediate sucecss and 
obtained its first premises in a block called 

Gordon’s Buildings,” on Esplanade East A 
frontage on Esplanade could not be obtained, but 
a ground floor and first floor of generous dimen- 
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sions at the back of the portion then occupied by 
the Military Department \\cre secured and opened 
as the club house at a banquet on July 13th, 1827, 
when upwards of a hundred members were 
present, including Lord Combermere, the Chief 
lustice, Sir C E Grey, and two other judges. Sir 
John Franks and Sir Edward Ryan 

The first president of the Club was Lieut - 
Colonel J Finch, Military Secretary to Lord Com- 
bermcre , but his tenure of the post was a short 
one, for he was succeeded a month later by Sir 
Charles Metcalfe 

The Club was considered fortunate in securing 
the services of Alcssrs Mackintosh and Co as its 
first Treasurers, and at the first annual meeting 
the balance sheet presented showed a balance in 
the club’s favour of not less than Rs 32,254 14 1 1 , 
the members on March ist, 1828, numbering 210 

In 1829 the credit balance had increased to 
Re 42,615 13 10, and the Club w'as removed to 
the house wdneh w^as afterw^ards numbered 
4, Ddlhousie Square, where it was located for the 
following sixteen years 

The year 1830 was disastrous to the commer- 
cial firms in Calcutta, and the Club, by the 
failure of Messrs Mackintosh and Co for the 
sum of 260 lakhs of rupees, lost the whole of its 
accumulated funds That calamity, how^ever, does 
not appear to have shaken it much, for in the 
same -^eai the members subscribed for the paint- 
ing of a portrait of Lord Combermere to be 
placed m their rooms 

In 1838 a reciprocal arrangement was made 
with the Byculla Club of Bomba} by which mem- 
bers of each of the twm Clubs became honorary 
nicmbers of both 


The Bengal Club started m 1831 the famous 
Jee House which stood until 1882 opposite to 
the Metcalfe Hall in Hare Street, and was of 
g-rcat scryicc to the amenities of life in the hot 
season 


III 1840 the Club supported the annual races by 
presenting for competition a ” Bengal Club Cup ” 

In 1845 It moved to the house formerlj 
occupied b} Tliomas Babington Macaulay at 
\o 33, Chow'nnghee, and by renting adjacent 
houses in Park Street and Russell Street as its 
membership increased, found that accommodation 
sufficient until 1906, wdien the old buildings were 
demolished and the Club’s present structure was 
erected on the same site The front elevation, 
howeier, suffers from too great elaboration, and 
the two lions, wdiich w’cre intended to dignify 
the central dome, are only successful in provoking 
mirth 

The next oldest club is the Bengal United 
Service, on the south side of the Indian Museum, 
in Chownnghee It wms started in 1845 as “ The 
Bengal Military Club,” but changed its title in 
1S53, its membership being unlimited but 
restricted to Commissioned Oflicers or Chaplains 
of His Majesty ’s Military or Naval services, 
members of the Civil Service, and Barrister Judges 
with permanent appointments 'from the Home 
Government Membership is by ballot, with 
the exception of the Governor General, the Com 
mander-in-Chief, and other Members of the Exe- 
cutive Council of the Government of India and 
the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, 
w'ho may be elected without ballot 
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The Club, now operated as a limited ''abibb' 
company, occupies a three-storey building , 
in 1905 upon the site of its original premises, « 
has accommodation for fifty resident ’ 

a fine billiard room on the ground floor, an ^ 

It the largest and most comfortable reading 
m Calcutta The library on the ground Aon 
extensive, but its rooms are already insu 
and It overflows on to the floor .^3^, 

building is of much more satisfactory ^ ^ enme 
that occupied by the Bengal Club, but su 
eclipse from the fact that it is placed a 
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\\illi Lliowiiiiglin, llio ohji.Ll Hi till*' Ining- ih.it 
till, M>mli hrii/c •'liouUl 1)1 mil Uc .is imicli is pt)s- 
mI)1o to ill quuti-is til the stnittiiu 

1 ho oonipoiiiici uoiiml it illoids sp.ioi. lot .i 
lawn 1 irgi onouuh to uiominoilito 
al a Ctirckn l’.irt\, nul, to the uml, .in innoNo 
whore niLiiihois o in onloil.un 1 ulios oi pne pii\ato 
lunchoons or dinnois Iku h.i\o .ippo.irid tlur- 
ini^ llioir 0 iKor, .ill the i^ii.il soldais .ind 
uhninistr itoi s wlmh Inclii li is sn.n simi iho 
ohil) s lorni.itu'ii, and the institution is iIk (.mtio 
around wlmh rot itos tin soml hlo of olluiii 
Hoiigal 

Iho no\t in import. uioi. is tin Ro\.il C.iUutti 
Tiirl Club, l.inimis throuq;hoiit tho woild b\ 
tho ni isrnitudo ol tho pii/os m its swoipstaKos, 
hut owingf to Its spon.il ihirKtoi is a sportmij 
club. Its sooial lotiMtios iro sni ill In tho niittcr 
of rioinj; it is, of course, ol tlio fust import.inor 
in India, and tho inacfnifioont pio\ision niado for 
the sport and it', \ot.arios upon tho Maid in, .it 
Tolhgungc, and it Barrackpoi o, arc wortlu of 
the hiirhcst comnitnd.ilion Iho ('lub ii.as liw.us 
been a pattern in its superMsion of r.icinq-, the 
conduct of Its all.iirs, in ob.ir'jc of stewards 
recruited from tin best stiati of tho cit\ ’s socic',, 
being- abo\e suspicion 

Quartered for mam >o.irs m Theatre Road, tho 
Ro\al Calcutta Turf Club ha> duriny- recent \tars 
.acquired a fine propcrt\ in Russell Street, where 
It has erected a club-house, socrc tare’s quarters, 
st.ables, etc , tjninsf q;encrous acoommod.ation on 
the site of the former residence of the late Sir 
^ \ Apear, one of their staunohest members till 
the dae of his death 
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Watering a Bullock overcome by the heat In 
Clive Street, Calcutta, In the hot season. 

The New Club, situated half waj between the 
Bengal Club and the Arm} and Nav) Stores, 
Chowringhee, has a membership mainl} composed 
of junior mercantile assistants, a Iialf-wa} house, 
as It w'ere, to the Bengal Club, which is that of 
the head mercantile men or “ Burra Sahibs ” It 
W'as first domiciled in Park Street, opposite to 
St XaMer’s College, but remoaed from there some 
fifteen tears ago to its present habitation, where 
It has fine public rooms and residential quarters 
for about twentt-fi\e members No secretary, is 


tmpioted, lliu diiliLs iisiiall) ptrfoinied b) such 
,m oilici.il being c.uiicd out b) one of ils members 
Like llie other C.ileult.i clubs, the New' Club pos- 
sissts .in evlensivc libr.irt, this being .i feature 
which rtLoneiles kulics to tbeir husbands’ and 
biolluis’ membership 

\l lliL j lint lion of Low'ci Circukir Road and 
( liow I ingliee, .ind on the south-west corner, 
si uxls llie Cileutl.i Club, f imtii.irly known .is the 
BmoIoiii Club, the “ Btcull.a ” being fli( club 
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in Bonibat It was started some eighteen }ears 
.igo with Sir Charles Allen and Mr (now Sir) 
Darej Lindsat as sponsors, as a club to further 
social intercourse between Indians and Europeans, 
which It does b\ admitting both to membership, 
bt choosing its President from either, and b}' dis- 
pensing liospil.abt} to prominent persons of both 
communities when tbet visit Calcutta, to which 
functions members invite their friends. It started 
with a great flourish of trumpets, but at present 
Its actiMties are not noticeable The Indian ele- 
ment predominates in its affaiis, and, except when 
it entertains a Viceroy at a Garden Part} or a 
Go\ernor to dinner, little is heard of it It is a 
comfortable club, w'lth a fine dining-room, good 
billiard-room, excellent \erandalis to the south, 
and an annexe for ladies in the grounds to the 
south-w est of the main block Of all the clubs in 
the cit} it has the most advantageous position in 
the matters of fresh air and pleasant outlook 
Its membership is not large, its residential quar- 
ters are small, and its secretarial w'ork is also coi- 
ducted b^ a member or members 

In addition to the foregoing there are also in 
Calcutta a mumber of small clubs with member- 
ship restricted to the trades, or to certain pro- 
fessions , but living accommodation for members 
IS only provided by one of them, viz , “ Delta,” 
in Ktd Street The follow'ing are the others 
Dalhousie Institute, trades , Light Horse Club, 
C L H , British Indian Officers’ Club, B I 
Officers, and Armenian Club, Armenians 

Amateur photograph} is represented bi the 
Photographic Societ\ of India, and art b^ the 
Societ} of Oriental Art and the Calcutta Art 
Societ) Sports and games of all kinds haee a 
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number of clubs to c»i(cr for tlicir players Of 
these, the two g-ieal golf clubs at lollygungc, 
witii commodious houses and wonderful courses, 
lawns, etc, art the leading representatives, the 
elder, the Cahutta Golf Club, dating from 1820 
and hawng a tlub-house and couise on the Cal- 
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Propitiation of a goat to the goddess Kali 
In t/Hie of cholera, outskirts of Calcutta. 

cutta IMaidan Lpon that expanse there js also a 
ladies’ Golf Club founded in 1891 

A younger golf club is the “ Jodhpur,” which 
promises to rival its elders m the beauty of its 
course, if not m the number of its members, 
before man} }cars have passed All the golf 
clubs are thronged on Sundays as well as on all 
other ho]ida}s with enthusiasts of every age, but 
all are Europeans The Indian has not yet taken 
to golf as he has to football, unless, indeed, it be 
the caddies, who play, with clubs of their own 
improvisation, quite a respectable game, but the 
Indian who could afford the regulation outfit is of 
too lethargic a disposition to walk a course, and 
prefers to ” eat the air ” in his motor-car or 
launch 

The last word recalls that there is a very virile 
Rowing Club, which sends teams to Madras and 
Rangoon to compete in the regattas held by the 
corresponding clubs at these ports and recipro- 
cates, to teams from them, the generous hospi- 
tality there received The new lake to the south 
of the city, already mentioned, promises to still 
further enhance the opportunities for ooating, and 
will probablv mean a large increase m the number 
of Calcutta oarsmen It is generally a surprise 
to newcomers to find that the Rowing Club has 
been in existence since 1S58, the year following 
the Indian Mutin) 

Government, Area, and Population 
The province of Bengal, of which Calcutta is 
the capital has been, since 1912, hke the provinces 


of Bomba} and Madras, a Governorship, and is 
.idministtrcd In a Govcrnor-in-Council, uhicti 
means lliat the goicrnmg hod} is an Executne 
Council 

^ Ihc Governor is selected from the ranks of 
Lnglish public men, and is appointed for a term 
of file years The same period limits the service 
of tlic menibcrs of his council, of 11 Inch the number 
IS restricted to four, two being members of the 
Indian Civil Service and two private Indian 
gentlemen 

i he province has also a Legislative Council 
of members, partly official and parti} 
elected and nominated, which elects its own Pre 
siclent and Vice-President In this body tlie non 
ofiicial members arc in a permanent majontj 
Poucr to overrule the Councils is reserved to the 
Go\crnor, in matters of grave importance, but in 
all others the opinion of the majority is all 
powerful 

The pro\ ince of the Legislative Council is the 
enactment of laws of application to Bengal and 
the discussion of its finances and its administra 
tion 

ihe Secretariat (the staff of Secretaries and 
Lnder Secretaries) deals w'lth the Government of 
India, other Goeernments, and the local officers 
The authorit\ in re\ enue matters is the Board of 
Revenue, now’ composed of but one member, w'hile 
other departments w’hose chiefs deal directly eeith 
Government are those of Police, Education, Agn 
culture, Public V orks. Medical, Jails, Forests, 
and Excise 

For certain periods Government has its head- 
quarters at Calcutta, but its summer is spent for 
the most part at Darjeeling, and for a short time 
it mo\ es to Dacca, m Eastern Bengal 



The province is divided into zj districts (exc 
ng Calcutta, w’hich is especially provided 10^, 
iverage area of each being 2,840 square i < 
ind the average population i 2-3 
s under a District Officer, called the Co e > 
district Magistrate, as he acts in revenue 
natters, who is practicall} responsib e o 
iranch of administration in his area 
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1 he ch''lritl'' .lie gioupLil lugclliti m Dnisions, 
citli in ell irgc eit .i Limmiibsioiiei , \mUi poueii. ol 
eontrol o\er the ilisiriel oUieert. md iiUormeduir) 
between them .iiui the tio\ 1 1 mm ill 1 Iie^o Dni- 
bioni. .ire five in numbLi 

1 li^ (libli let^ .ire foi judiei.il pin poke's sometimes 
grouped together undei .n Distiiet .md bessions 
Judge, md ire, with some exeeplioiib, divided into 
iub-div iMons wlmli.iit ig.iin split up into tli m.is, 
or pohee st itions, eh irge of tlu.se diseeiiding from 
in oflieer of the Imii.iii fivil berviie to one ol 
the IVov inenl Livil Sen tee (.ilmost entirely Indi.nii 
in personnel) to the pohee oflieers in eh.irgc of 
the Hsi 

Lot 'll self-government h.is been introdiieed to 
some extent in Distriet Ho irds, Loc d Bo.nrds, and 
Municipalities, to vvhieh power to manage tlieir 
local .ilTairs has been given J he largest of these 
IS nilurillv lh.it of C ilciitta, the Munieip.d are i 
of whieh eonsists of 32 Wards, wliieh elect 63 
Councillors to the Corpor.ition Fifteen of these 
63 seats are reserved lor M.ihoniedans, who, up 
to the vear of writing, ig^“, have been returned 
bv cxcUisivelv Mahomedan constituents, but will 
in future be elected bv mixed electorates The 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce contributes 6 mem- 
bers and the C.alcutta 1 rades \ssociation and the 
Port Commissioners ^ and 2, rcspeetiv elv , making, 
wath 10 nominated bv the (rovemment of Bengal, 
a total of S5 riicse .S3, after each triennial elec- 
tion, elect 3 'Mdermen, none of whom mav be 
of their number, making the complete Corporation 
consist of go members, who annuallv elect 2 of 
their number to be their Mav or and Deputv Mav or 

“Mmost .all authoritv in Municipal matters is 
vested m the Corporation, which, with the 
approval of the local Government, appoints a 
Chief Executive Officer, who, howcv'cr, except 
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With regard to assessment and a few other 
matters, exercises only such authority as is dele- 
gated to him by the Corporation, and does not 
preside at its meetings, but has tlie right to be 
present and to speak, though he cannot move a 
resolution or xote upon one 
The control of the local Government is pre- 
served bv clauses m the Act of 1923 giving if 
povvcr to annul anv proceedings of the Corpora- 


tion which it dots not consider in confoimilv with 
I.ivv, .md to do .ill things neccssarv to ensure such 
confoi nnlv 

1 he grc.it citv in charge of the Corporation — 
till sicond most populous in the British Empire 
.md the capital of the Province of Bengal — 
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covers an .irca of 30^^ square miles, and has a 
population of approximately 1,055,000 exclusive 
of the 22,000 inhabiting the Fort, Maidan, port 
and canals It extends from Cossipore in the 
north to Tollygainge and Garden Reach in the 
south, and is vvbollv upon the eastern bank of the 
Hooghl} The extensive suburb of Howrah, 
.ilthougli as much a part of Calcutta as Southwark 
IS of London, is not included in these figures 
The figures given in the current Year Book of 
the Corporation, Income and Expenditure account 
(based on preliminarv account as the Year Book 
IS published m Januarj ) are as follows — 


Year 

19-5-19-26 


Rs 


Rev enue 
Income 

o T '2 Z '’T*' 


Expenditure 
Rs 1,86,41,175 


\ ear 

1925-1926 


Capital 

Income 
Rs 88,07,947 


Expenditure 
Rs 25,13,069 


The sanitation and the water suppl} of such a 
citv are, of course, primary responsibilities, and 
these have for man} years given and are still 
giving the Corporation a great amount of work 
Manv problems, especiall} regarding sanitation 
and the puritv of the water suppl} are of uro-ent 
and grave importance The sanitation probTem, 
which the silting up of its outlet ow'ing to the 
deterioration of the rivers m the western portion 
of the Ganges delta has rendered acute, is being 
courageouslv tackled, and the great mcrease in 
the water supply which the improvements m the 
course of construction wall provide, wall, it is 
hoped, satisf} all requirements m that service 
These labours are supplemented b} the lesser 
^nes of controlling 5 huge markets (of which the 
“ Sir Stuart Hogg,” or, as it is more popularlv 
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known, “ The New Maikel ” is the largest), of 
the management of 89 fiec pnmar) scliools, m 
whieli on Mareh 31st, 1926, there \\ere 10,203 
pupils for wlio^e mstriietion 315 leaehers were 
provided The amount spent on these institutions 
m 1925-26 was Rs 1,11,095 Remaining aetivi- 
ties are the provision of dispensaries, maternity 
homes, dhobi khanas, pilgrims’ rest houses, milk 
kitchens, where barlej and milk are given free 
of charge to babes up to the age of 2J jears, 
morning and evening A crematorium ” is also 
proMdcd and w'hat is not attended to there may 
be treated at a disinfecting station or consigned 
to an incinerator 

The electric lighting of Calcutta under the Cor- 
poration has \astly impioved during the last few 
\ cars 

Education 

It IS verj generally believed that AVestern edu- 
cation has been forced upon the people of India 
bj the English Go\ernment, wdiieli is consequently 
blamed, b} persons who think that instruction 
should be in the Indians’ ow'ii languages and 
literature, for all the economic and political dif- 
ficulties which seem to owe their cMstence to the 
influence of Western thought It is, however, a 
fact that there w'as little, if any, desire on the part 
of the East Indian Company in its early days, or 
of its representatu es in the East, to introduce 
AVestern learning into India^ Indeed the Com- 
pany in 1814 expressly instructed the Governor 
General to leave the inhabitants “ to the prac- 
tice of giving instruction in their ow'n homes,” 
and It was not until Hare had started teaching 
and the Medical College of Calcutta had been 
established in 1835 for tlie instiuction of Indians 
in Medical Science as practised in the AVest, fol- 
lowing the teaching m English of Schwarz at 
Madras and Marshman and Ward at Seramporc, 
that Lord Bentinck, on Macaulay’s advice, 
accepted the new departure and provided funds for 
secondary schools and colleges where the know- 
ledge of the Occident should be taught in English 

There was also a great impetus given to the 
desire of proficiency in English by the establish- 
ment of the freedom of the Press, an impetus 
which was again accelerated by the ordinance of 
Sir Henry Hardinge, in 1844, that preference in 
Government service would be given to those who 
had profited by AVestem education Nothing 
more was needed to establish its pre-eminence, 
and the continual expansion of facilities for its 
attainment being called for, they have been 
bestowed as far as funds have been available 
It has, therefore, been the economic value of 
Western knowledge wdiich has proved the chief 
factor in its diffusion , and of this value the initia- 
tion of trade with India must be acknowledged 
the first cause 

In Calcutta to-day the educational advantages 
are many and various At the head of them 
stands the University of Calcutta which was 
founded m 1857, and comprises no few^er than 58 


alhhated colleges with about 30,000 scholars In 
Its immediate yicimty are the Presidency College 
the Uniyersity College of Science, and the Um- 
\ersity Law^ College, and but about half a mile 
•uyay stands the great congerie of buildings which 
includes the Medical College, the Eden Hos- 
pital, the Prince of AVales Hospital, and an Eje 
Hospital, all under the direction of the principal 
of the Medical College, and available for the edu- 
cation of its Students 

Connected with these, but having a frontage on 
Central Avenue, is the School of Tropical Medi- 
cine and Hjgiene, with a hospital for the treat- 
ment of tropical diseases, where, as at the Medi- 
eal College, there are a large number of students 
lor whose accommodation commodious hostels 
aie provided within a short distance In the 
eastern quarter of the city the Campbell Hospital 
provides for the studj of infectious diseases, and 
all these institutions have fine operating and dis- 


secting rooms, with large lecture theatres 
1 he educational requirements of the Anglo- 
Indian and European communities are met to a 
great extent by the colleges and schools supported 
by' the Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches 
Of these the largest is that founded in 1834 by the 
Fathers of the Society of Jesus, which owed its 
first establishment to the generosity of two 
citizens, of whom one gave his residence to the 
Fathers and the other supplied furniture for the 
college and money for its initiation It now 
occupies, as stated elsewhere, the building which 
used to be the Sans Souci Theatre, m Park 
Street , and other structures have been added in 
its large compound, to provide for the tuition of 
more than 500 scholars, of whom very many 
are boarders Here the Reverend Father Lafont, 
its rector for many years, succeeded in erecting 
the first spectroscopic observ^atory in India, and 
earned for himself a reputation second to none 


as a meteorologist 

Scattered over the city, in Dhurrumtollah, Bow 
Bazar and elsewhere, the Roman Catholic Churc 
has otlier schools for boys and girls, where ^ 
number are instructed Of those for girls e 
most centrally situated, and the best known, is 
the Loreto Convent, m Middleton Row, m con 
nection with which is conducted a similar ins 1 


I m the hills at Darjeeling n r ttip- 

'hc Anglican community has St Paul s a 
1 College and School in Amherst ’ ‘ 

Dol at St James’s, Lower Circular Road, ■ 
Paul’s, Scott’s Lane, a college for gir s 
m Road, all of which are well patronised, 
the corresponding ones at Darjeeling 
)f others not closelv allied to either o 
les IS La Martmiere College, m 
;et, founded by General Claude i ar , 

1 m 1800, but his benevolent mten^o^ 
arted by the Courts for some thi } 

College not being opened unti ^ 
nest amounted to two l^^hs ot oerma- 

ther lakh and a half ” to add to its per 
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1U1K\ but l)l.iOIC It W.IS built tllL L ipit ll Il.lll 
rtufu-cl t tot il ol IK iil\ ten I iklis In 1907 tlic 
''Um m the. luncK ul tiu' Xccountant (icnor.il 
uuountid to s(.\tntn.n l.iklis, iiul this b.ts 
rmnth bun suppk niLiitnl b\ l)tqu^,^ts bom bir 
1 * ml Cintcr (m old box) and bii Pen \ New son 
Ilu i-cliool i> “ loi the' kliristiin iniiibitants ol 
Caleutta, ’ but the'se aie ot \ iixine; eonipkxions, 
and include it times cluldnn liom dist.mt 
\riucnn or from (treeee J be Imiklmi^ illotted to 
ilie boxs IK I fine txxo-storox one, xxitbin lari^e 
pHxinij fields, ind is surmounted bx a dome, 
the interior of xxliuh seixes for its hbr.irx 1 he 
tehool, xxith i sunilar institution for ejirls on the 
opposite side of Raxxdon Stre'et, maintains, edu- 
cates, and starts its found itioni rs on tlicir 
careers Thex ”enerallx mimber about 100 bins 
and so triris Hoarders and dax siliolars are 
admitted on paxment, and tin staff, xxliich is 
predominantlx I'uropean, lias ,i pfreat reputation 
for turning: out xxcll-cducated xountr peop'e of 
sterling: character Its Annixersarx and Pri/c 
Dax IS one of Calcutta’s import int functions 
‘\monq:st the other schools of note are the 
Armenian College, in Free School Street, xxhich 
occupies the house said to haxe been the birth- 
place of AVilham Makepeace Tiiackerax This 
collcg'e IS libcrallx supported bx the great Arme- 
nian merchants, xxho haxe contributed so larcfclx 
to the improxement of the citx Others also 
include the Bethune Collegfc for Indian gfirls, the 
first of Its kind in Calcutta, xxhich xxas founded in 
1850 bx the Hon I E D Bethune, xxho xx'as Laxx' 
Member in Council in 1S4S, and took a keen 
interest in all educational matters until his death 


in 1851 Hie Nexx Iskimia College, reecntlx 
erected in Welkslex Street, is an exeelieiit build- 
ing, ind pi ox ides lor tlie increasing number of 
Maliomed.in students and their special courses of 
studx Mahomedans, it should be mentioned, 
line not, so far, taken so miieli adxantagc of 
education as haxe the Hindus 

Special lines of stud) are pioxided for in the 
Heng il Engineering College, at Seebpore, the 
\ ctermarx College, it Belgachia, the Goxernment 
St hool of \rl, in Choxx ringhcc, the Sanskrit Col- 
lege and the Bishop’s College, in Loxxcr Circular 
Road (xxhere the curriculum is noxx xxhollj Iheo- 
logie d), and in the Park Street School of Music 

Missionarx eflort in education in Calcutta is 
xtrx notcxxorlhx Schools for the afflicted also 
ire not x\ anting, including one for the deaf and 
dumb, and one for the blind (recentl) enlarged) 
at Behala 

Notxx ithsianding all these facilities in the capi- 
tal of Bengal, those proxided in the smaller toxxms 
anci in the xillagc, of the proxinee decrease at a 
xerx rapid rate to the xanisbing point, and 
althouglt the percentage of census “ literates ” 
to the population xxas in the xcar 1924-25 7 43 m 
the ease of males and 1 68 in that of females, the 
number of “ literates ” in the older signification 
of the xxord, “ those acquainted xxith literature,” 
xxould probablx not be more than a quarter of 
the number Manx philosophers question the 
adxantagcs of education, and acquaintance xxath 
the uneducated and educated in India rather sup- 
ports their xiexx, for the former seems a happier 
and more xirtuous citizen than the latter, though 
his clothing be scantier and his home of mud 
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JAMES FINLAY and CO , LTD , Merchants and Agents, I, Ch\e Street 


No thoroughfare m any city m the East is com- 
parable for the number and wcaltli of its firms 
with Cine Street and its vicinit\, so named after 
the founder of the British Empire in India In 
the centre of it stands the monument commemor- 
ating tJie victims of the Black Hole of Calcutta 
and marking the actual site of the trench into 
which their bodies were thrown after they had 
been taken fiom the terrible dungeon within the 
walls of old Fort William that stood close by and 
has long been swept aivaj’ 

'Ihe Clive Street district with its lofty and mag- 
nificent oflicc buildings has become the hub of 
commercial India and one of the most vital and 


built cspeeially for them in i8g6, should be the 
address of the renowned Scottish firm of James 
h inlay and Co , Ltd , one of the oldest mercantile 
houses in the British Empire, and one with a his 
torv that few, if any, can equaP James Finla} 
and Co , Ltd , is its modern style, dating from 
1909, when the present company was formed 
Onginallj’’ it was James Finlay and Co , a 
name that permeates the histon^ of British com 
mercial enterprise since 1750, when the concern 
w as founded in Glasgow 

In 1798 Messrs James Finlav and Co pur 
chased (he Ballindalloch Works, where they coni 
menced cotton-spinning, and met vitli such 



No I CLIVE STREET 

OFFICE BUILDING OF JAMES FINLAY and CO., LTD , CALCUTTA 


influential centres of the world’s trade, especially 
in jute and tea Not far from the monument 
mentioned is a handsome three-storey building 
standing in dignified separation from the neigh- 
bouring edifices, and with nothing to indicate 
what it IS and who are its occupants Apparently 
anything m that connection is unnecessary In 
the old days m Calcutta name-plates and sign- 
boards were not needed , everj^one knew everyone 
and their whereabouts , and all Calcutta — com- 
mercial Calcutta, at any rate— knows who James 
Finlay and Co , Ltd , are Not for them the 
necessity for modern publicity methods nor for 
even their name on their impressive and stately 
building Is it not No i of the great street , and 
is it not in keeping with the story of Calcutta’s 
wonderful development that No i, Clive Street, 


success that in 1801 they bought the Catrine Sp"'" 
niog Mills, near Mauchline, on the banks of i 
River Ayr, where in 1805 they started 
weaving In 1808 they further evtended 
cotton business by the purchase of the Deans 0 
Works, on the banks of the River Teitli, nc 


Doune, Perthshire , 

It was their great progress m the 
industry that first caused them to turn their « 
tion to foreign countries as markets for their p 
luctions They first opened up connections v 
the Continent of Europe, where for ^ ‘ j 

they carried on evtensive trading opera 10 
Dusseldorf and Frankfort-on-the-Main, an 

long the principal exporters of cotton , ,||g 

Great Britain to Germany and other pa 
Continent Before that trade had assumed an^ 
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prop<'>rlions in Mniolu^tci, l.uiK"i l'inl.n\ 

and Co nou l.ui^o sinpptrs of \ iin>; piiroli.iMd in 
tint inarkcl, whuo, in i.^^, thov c^t.iblishtd n 
brancli liou^'C 

Dunin;: tin tnno wlun \ ipokon was cndcuonr- 
iiii;- (o till'll! tin. indt of C>re.il Britain, Messrs 
lames Finlai and ( o , Imdintr tlieir trulc on the 
(.untinent \or\ inncb disturbed, ind tint thciworc 
evcUidcci from tlnii ordin ir% clnnnels of coni- 
mcreo, nsortid to ollui evpidnnts, and opemd 
brain Ii est iblislimcnts m I lelitrol ind, M ilt i, .and 
(libraltar, wheino tln\ cirncd on tbeir operations 
with Iioth the North and South of I'liropc, assisted 
b\ a staff of traxcllinp: atrents, who attended to 
tlic transit of tlic ^oods, whieli at tliat tune was 
both circuitous and danijcrous \t this period, 
and to f.icilitatc their diflicult .ind complicated 
Continental business, then, in iSog, in conjunction 
with Mr John Hodgson, father of the late Mr 
Kirkman Hodgson, M P , Go\ernoi of the Hank 
of Lng;! md, opened a house in London under the 
sUle of rinl.ai, Hodijson, and Co I hat firm, 
after a successful career of more than half a cen- 
tun, was amalgamated with Messrs Baring 
Bros and Co , now Baring Bros and Co , Ltd 

Vnother important eient in the Instore of 
Messrs lames hinlae and Co was when in iSo6 
thee took oecr the business of Laslon, \lston and 
Co , extensie c exporters of cotton and other goods 
to Nassau, in the Bahama Islands, for the suppl} 
of the Spanish, \\ est Indian and South American 
markets 1 hat eonncetion led to the establish- 
ment of houses at Ncev York, New' Orleans, and 
Charlestown, L S ■X , for the sale of goods and 
purchase of cotton eeool, and these operations 
eeere earned on for mane }ears on a large scale 

It eeas in iSi6 that Messrs James Finlaj and 
Co first turned their attention to India, and eeere 
the first Scottish firm to open up direct trade 
connections w ith that country In the year men- 
tioned the} opened a branch at Bombae , under the 
name Finlae, Muir and Co , and in 1S70 they 
became established under the same designation at 
Calcutta, eehere noee Messrs James Finlae' and 
Co , Ltd , have their head offices for the Indian 
Empire, their other branches being at Madras, 
Karachi, Chittagong, and Colombo The name 
of Finla}, ]\Iuir and Co , under which the Indian 
branches were conducted, w'as changed to James 
Finlai and Co , Ltd , when the present compan} 
was formed m 1909, as already indicated 

Naturally Messrs James Finlay and Co , Ltd , 
Jire ^er}' prominent and influential in the com- 
merce and industr}' of Calcutta The} are, for 
instance, managing agents of the Champdani 
and M^elhngton Jute Mills, W'hich have 12,000 
looms turning out per annum tw o-and-a-half 
crores of hessian cloth and one-and-a-half crores 
of sacking and go e emploi ment to about 10,000 
persons 


I IiC} me also managing agents of the jute 
pressing works of Golabarry and Co , Ltd , Chit- 
pore Road, Calcutta, and M Sarkies and Son, 
Naraingiingc I he firm arc the largest exporters 
of gunnies to Soulh \frica , and their exportations 
of the same material to Ja^a, South America, 
Landed States, and other p.irts of the w'orld are 
likewise \trv extensile 

In the tea industri also Messrs James Finlay 
and Co , Ltd , are similar!} \en influential They 
are managing agents of the following companies, 
which bale a tot.'il area of 270,000 acres under 
cultnation, and gi\c cmplo}ment to about 70,000 
Indians, besides a large staff of superintendents, 
managers, and assistants sent from Scotland 

'1 he Con‘:oli{lntccl Tc i Lniuls Co Ltd 

'1 iic Aimlgmntcd Tci Eslitcs Co Lid 

I'hc AiiRlo-Anicncnn Direct Tot Trading Co , Ltd 

1 he Knnnn Doi an llills Pi"oduco Co , Ltd 

Cliargoh Tea .tssociation, Ltd 

Clmbwn Tea Co , Ltd 

nralimajnilra lea Co , Ltd 

Baraoora (Sillict) Tea Co , Ltd 

Borlmt Ton Co , Ltd 

Dlnmai Tea Co , Ltd 

NoiapaiTi Tea Co, Ltd 

Killing Vnlloi Tea Co , Ltd 

Sapoic Tea Co , Ltd 

Dliunsn Tea Co , Ltd 

Jnngpana Tea Estate 

Gopaldliam Ai-ongro\e Tea Estates 

Achabam Tea Co , Ltd 

Doloi Tea Co , Ltd 

Messrs James Finlay and Co , Ltd , ship 
great quantities of tea to all parts of the w'orld, 
especialh to the United Kingdom and Australia 

Thei are ver} large importers of piece-goods 
and general merchandise, and transact an exten- 
sive trade as insurance, shipping, and general com- 
mission agents, being agents for the follow'ing 

Eo}al Insurance Co , Ltd 

Phoenix Assurance Co , Ltd 

South British Insurance Co , Ltd 

Java Sea d, Eire Insurance Co , Ltd 

■Union Insnrance Society ot Canton, Ltd 

Queensland Insurance Co , Ltd 

Clan Line of Steamers 

Houston Line of Steamers 

Ellerman’s Wilson Line of Steamers 

East Asiatic Co , Ltd 

Central Provinces Manganese Ore Co Ltd 

Belsund Indigo Concern 

Bengal-Dooars Bailw aj Co , Ltd 

United Provinces Sugar Co Ltd 

The firm’s head offices are at 22, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow', and they also have offices at 34, 
Leadenhall Street, London, E C , and Spellow 
Place, Lii erpool Their telegraphic address at 
Calcutta IS “ Mercator,” and thei use all the 
standard codes 
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SEAPORTS OE IINDIA AND CEYLON 


BURN and CO , ) 

BURN and CO , LTD., j "owrali Iron Works, etc , G and 7, Clive Street 


1 ii> combination of industrial and commercial 
interests of Messrs Burn and Co and their asso- 
ciated companies is so fjreat that an adequate 
description of it \\ ould necessitate a separate 
volume Its story goes back to 17S1, when a 
letired veteran of the Indian Arm}, Colonel Archi- 
bald Swinton, establislied a small workshop, 
chiefly for the repair of ships, at Howrah, which 
at that time was a mere settlement on the west 
side of tlie Hooghly Rivei, immediatcl} opposite to 
the site selected b} Job Charnock about a hundred 
}ears pre\iousIy as the place wdicrc the town of 
Calcutta should be built The venture w'as suc- 
cessful from the start, and after various changes 
m the owmership, the name of Burn first appeared 
in 1799, vhen a Mr '\le\ander Burn became the 
chief partner Soon afterwards the firm became 
know'n as 'Mexander Burn and Co 

It must be remembered that the small work- 
shop w'hich Colonel Swnnton had started w'as 
before tlie use of the steam engine in industry , 
for although James Watt had taken out his first 
patent in 1769, that crude engine w'as onl} 
utilised for mining operations until 1785, when it 
was applied to a cotton factory The beautiful 
and romantic sailing ships coming up the Hooghh 
provided ample scope for the activities of the 
How'rah business, already beginning to be w'ell 
knowm for the excellence of its workmanship and 
supplies The advent of Mr Alexander Burn in 
1799, as already indicated — the }ear, b} the wa} , 
m which Pitt imposed the first income tax in 
England — occurred wdien the application of the 
steam engine to all kinds of industrial activities 
had made considerable progress , and thereafter 
tlie equipment of Messrs Burn and Co ’s estabhsli- 
ment reflected each new' improvement in w'ays and 
means Nasmyth’s steam hammer in 1839 W’as 
follow'ed by many wonderful contrivances that are 
commonplace to-day , and when electricity began 
to revolutionise engineering and kindred activi- 
ties, the works of Messrs Bum and Co , w'hich 
had grown immensely, were among the first in the 
Orient to exemplify the new' era upon w'hich the 
industrial w orld had entered 

The development of the agricultural and indus- 
trial resources of India w'as most marked in the 
early nineties of last century , raihvays w ere being 
projected, rivers had to be bridged, manufac- 
turers required machinery of a more modem 
character, new ventures had to be effected with 
up-to-date plant, and so numerous w'ere the 
demands made in that connection upon Messrs 
Burn and Co that, for the purpose of being better 
able to meet them, the firm was formed in 1895 
into a limited liability company under the st}le 
of Burn and Co Ltd The former partners, 
retaining the old firm’s name of Burn and Co , 
became managing agents of the new' company and 
ceased to trade on their ow'ii account This simi- 
laritv of name has often caused some confusion , 


but the iclations bctw'cen Burn and Co , Ltd , tlit 
company, and Burn and Co , the firm of man 
aging agents, has become clearer to the public 
since iJie latter became, in addition, managme' 
agents of the Indian Iron and Steel Co , Ltd , 
and I he Indian Standard Wagon Co, Ltd 
Probably nowhere in the world is a greater 
contrast afforded between initial effort and e\en 
tual detelopmcnt as that w'liich is presented 
between the vast Howrah works of Messrs Bum 
and Co , Ltd , and the little undertaking started 
as Its nucleus by Colonel Swinton nearly i50}ears 
ago hew', if any, concerns in die British Empire 
demonstrate more impressively such rapidity in 
the adoption of eicry new machine tool, or 
improved W'ay of doing things, than this great 
place of many inventions that is representative of 
everything w'hich scientific and mechanical 
ingenuity has de\ ised or can suggest for the per- 
fection of process and result in every conceit able 
form of metal and w'ood w'orkmg 

The works cover an area of about 40 acres, and 
give employment to about 5,000 persons Thej 
are dnided into set eral distinct departments, tiz 
— Rolling Stock, Bridge Building, Permanent 
W'ay, Ship-buiIding, Foundry, General Engineer 
mg, and Stocks of the iron, steel, and machinert 
products in w'hich the firm transact a very large 
trade as merchants The huge establishment is 
permeated by many miles of track of the East 
Indian and Bengal-Nagpur Raihvays, and its 
admirable transport facilities and resources are 
g-ieatly enhanced by its extensne river frontage, 
including two jetties, 1,100 feet long, with three 
gantry cranes On that frontage are the com 
pany’s ship-building yards, where all kinds of 
vessels and the biggest steamers on the Hooglilv 
are built It w ill be w'ell understood that w'lth the 
immense numbers of vessels w'hich call at Calcutta 
there must necessarily be repairs of all kinds to be 
effected, and in that connection Messrs Bum an 
Co , Ltd , have been, and are, entrusted wi 1 
large and important contracts 

There is nothing w'hich the firm cannot do, froni 
the manufacture of the smallest utilities ^ 
consti uction of raihvays and rolling stock 
their contracts included the construction of S' , 
raihvay w'agons Their record as general u 
constructional engineers is exceptionally 
sive The Dirountah suspension bridge 
of innumerable example^ 


Afghanistan is one 
their versatilitv That bridge, with a 
feet and a road-w'ay 10 feet w'ide, w'as t e 


steel-rope suspension bridge to be 
Afghanistan, and spans the Cabul Rner ‘ . 

mouth of the Dirountah Gorge, 
from Jalalabad To enumerate fulh 
merits of Messrs Burn and Co , ^ 

sible in the restricted space at our *^**^1^*^'^ \ 
few mav be mentioned The\ ™ q/stem 

instance a large portion of the drainag 



COMMliUCIAL CALCU11A. 


63 


ol Cilciilta, the tiainw u i>\slLni, IJiickl.iiul 
jirulgo, KuUicipoH liiiclui', Muimipil Market in 
Linde \\ Stioct, Ochleilonj Monument, tuneral 
Post Oiliee, Henyal Club, Bieliop s College, St 
.Viuliew’e, St 1 Iiom le’e, niul otlur eluiielies in 
Caleutt 1, the Lieutenant tan ei nor’s 1 1 sitleiice U 
Bthideic, tanks for watirwoiks uul oil insi ill i- 
tions lor the \inbala, llowi ih, Hhimha, Ben ires, 
and \nnitsar waterworks, oil sioraue tanks, with 
a eapaeite of inoie thin foiii million gallons, for 
the Burma Oil Co at the Budge-Budge depots, 
cleeen roofs lor the Isehapore Rifle I'aetore pi it- 
form roofs for the remodelling of the Delhi rail- 
wa\ station, M mi|nir-Durbar h.ill, an immense 
roof o\cr the (lautania — i riehmnn fn^ure saered 
to the Burmese, it Pegu m Burm i, together with 
\cr} mane mills, fae torus, mansions, olhee 
buildings, Lto , in takutti ind elsewhere 

In Februare, 1927, Messrs Burn and Co , Ltd , 
were amalgamatcel with M irtin md Co , referred 
to below 

It IS interesting to note th it on i mural tablet 
in the offices which Messrs Burn and Co , Ltd , 
occupied in Hastings Street until ie)::4, when thc\ 
rcnioxed into their present qu irters in Cine 
Street, are mseribed the following words, 
■“ This building was the town residence of 
AVarren Hastings, Go\crnor Cieneral of Fort Mil- 
ham, in Bengal, 1774-S:; ” 

In addition to the Howarlh works, Messrs 
Burn and Co , Ltd , own large factories at Jubbul- 
porc and se\eral at Raneegunge, which supple an 
endless earietv of tiles, bricks, stoneware pipes 
and refractories 

It was incMtable that the managing agents of a 
■company owning so large a foundre should cven- 
tualh decide to secure their own supply of pig 
iron, hence the formation in 1917 of the Indian 
Iron and Steel Co , Ltd , wath Messrs Burn and 
Co as managing agents That company owns 
what IS probabh the most up-to-date coke oven 
and blast furnace plant in the world, turning out 


1,000 tons of coke and upwards of 1,200 tons of 
non e\er\ da\, and handling in the process some 
7,500 tons of Ir.ilhc daih m and out of its works 
Ihc success of the Indian Iron and Steel Co , 
1 td , led to the flotation of the Indian Standard 
Wagon Co , Ltd , in 191S, wdicn the Government 
of Indi.i made public its intention of buying a 
1 irge quantit\ of rolling stock annually for many 
}eais to come The latter company’s woiks, 
situ.ited close to those of the Indian Iron and 
Steel Co , Ltd , whence it obtains electric power 
.md w.itci, have .1 capacity of about 3,000 broad- 
g'.uigc wag'ons per annum, and constitute the most 
modern .md eflieicnt wagon building plant in 
Indi.i 

\s managing agents of companies with works 
.It How nil, Ranceg'ungc, Asansol, and Jubbul- 
porc, w ith branch oflices .it Rangoon and Bombaj , 
md with agents selling “ Burn ” pig iron in 
almost e\tr\ cnihsed countr^ , Messrs Bum and 
Co . Ltd , ha\ e made their name knowm not only 
all o\cr India, but throughout the world The 
telegraphic address of both Messrs Burn and Co , 
Ltd , and Messrs Burn and Co is “ Burn,” Cal- 
cutta, and their codes are the ABC 5th edition, 
Bentlce s, and prnate 

Messrs Burn and Co , Ltd , are agents for 
The Lp\lintl Birminglinni Rubber Co, Ltd , A 
Roe-rollo .t. Co Ltd , C A Pni-sons L Co , Ltd , 
\omctsI 1 p on T\no, \lficd R Tittei-snll i Co 
London, IT L Ctoodrmn L Sons, Lnerpool, Kemer, 
Cicenuood A Co Ltd, King’s Linn, Pulsometer 
bngincenng Co Ltd Reiding, Siebe Gorman i Co , 
Ltd London Robert, Heath 5 . Lowmoor, Ltd , 
Bndfoid Wm Amott A Co, Coatbridge, Wallis L 
‘stceeens Ltd , Basingstoke, H Jlorris A Co, Fnrn 
woitli Bolton The Wcldless St-eel Tube Co, Ltd 
Wednesfield, The Parsons Motor Co Ltd , South- 
ampton, The American Steam Pump Co Kew York 
B K IMoi ton it, Co , Ltd , Sheffield , The Deming 
Pump C/O Salem Ohio, H L Leroe A Co, Ltd, 
London Barber Asplialt Co Chicago, Champion 
Blowei it. Forge Co , Lancaster, USA, Hayes Track 
Appliance C-o , Richmond, USA, Plomo Specialitv 
Manufacturing Co USA, Sidnee Minne Co Ltd , 
USA Goodiiin Buisbj it. C-o , Leicester 


MARTIN and CO , Engineers, Contractors, and Merchants, 6 and 7, Cine Street 


Messus M \KTI^ Co , eslabhbhcd m 1875 ba 
the late Sir Acquin Martin, Kt , have earned out 
mana important contracts in connection wntli the 
■supply of w'ater and drainage schemes and other 
public works in all parts of India They w'ere 
pioneers m introducing liglit raihva)s, wdiich are 
usualh constructed on district roads, and w'hicli 
have proaed of great benefit in connecting outl)ing 
•^reas, rich in agricultural produce, avitli mam lines 
of railavaas, and tbev have financed and con- 


structed man) railavay sections The) haa’-e also 
constructed numerous fine buildings m Calcutta 
and tliroughout India, including the Abctoria 
Memorial Hall shown on page 30 

In 1927 the e\tensiae interests controlled by 
Messrs Burn and Co , described in the preceding 
article, avere amalgamated avith Messrs Martin 
and Co , but are continued under their respectia’e 
names 


BEGG, DUNLOP and CO , LTD , Merchants and Agents, 2, Hare Street 


Tnr business of Messrs Begg, Dunlop and Co , 
Ltd , aaas founded in March, 1S56, ba^ Dr Daaud 
Mr Robert Dunlop, and Mr Henr) 
Christie In the early sixties Sir Donald iMacfar- 
Tane, afleraaards MP for Argaleshne, and Air 
^ H Sutherland, became partners and continued 


so until 1904 and 1S88 respectiaela In the six- 
ties also Air Duncan Alacneill and Air John 
Alackinnon became partners , but retired from the 
firm in 1S72 and established the business of 
itlessrs Alacneill and Co Alana changes baa e 
since occurred in the personnel of the firm, winch 
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was formed in 1922 into a limited liability com- 
paii}', tlie directors now being Messrs \ B 
Shakespear, C I E , D S K Grcig, T D Edel- 
ston, W G Tigg, and T Lamb 



OFFICE BUILDING OF 
BEGG, DUNLOP and CO, LTD 

Messrs Begg, Dunlop and Co , Ltd , art Man- 
aging Agents of 

Alliance Jute Mills Co , Ltd 
Alexandra Jute ^Iills Co , Ltd 
Waverlej Jute Mills Co , Ltd 
Craig Jute Mills, Ltd 

which give employment to about 10,000 persons, 
and have a daily output of 190 tons 

Messrs Begg, Dunlop and Co , Ltd , are very 
largely interested in the tea industr)' of Northern 
India When the Tea Districts Labour Supply 
Association was formed m 18S0, they were 
appointed its Secretaries, and still act as such 
They are also Managing Agents of the follow- 
ing" tea companies, which have an area under 
cultivation of about 8,584 acres, and produce a 
crop of 51,491 niaunds 
Amluckie Ten Co , Ltd 
Bagliman Tea Co , Ltd 
Borahi Tea Co , Ltd 
Bullobane Tea Co , Ltd 
Dejoo Valley Co , Ltd 
Margaret’s Hope Tea Co , Ltd 
RanicheiTa Tea Co , Ltd 
Roopaclierra Tea Co , Ltd 
South Cnchai Tea Co , Ltd 
Sungma J'ei Co , Ltd 
Titnbui Tea Co , Ltd 
Timhannnh Co , Ltd 

They^Te" ako Managing Agents of the Mulapre 
l and Co , Ltd , and the Bhatpara Power Co , 
Ltd , which latter supplies the electric power for 

their jute mills 

begg, SUTHERLAND, and CO , LTD 

Although this company has not ahvays traded 
under fts present title, it is probaWy the oldest 
mercantile^house m Cawnpore There are no 
^e^ords as to the date when their predecessors m 
tS business commenced trading, but old partner- 
hiD deeds in the possession of the company shoa 
that John Kirk an^d Co were established as mer- 
Sants a? Cawnpore prior to 1842 The name of 


the firm was subsequent!} altered to Bathgate, 
Campbell, and Co , and in 1856 it became Begg,’ 
Christie and Co , both Dr David Begg and Mr 
Henry Christie having been partners in the earlier 
firm Mr Christie and all his family were Killed 
in the Cawnpore massacre in 1857 In the ’sixties 
the name of the firm was again changed to Begg, 
Maxivell and Co , and it is interesting to note 
that in those days the firm was closely connected 
with the Elgin Cotton Mills, founded by Mr 
Hugh Maxwell (partner in Begg, Maxwell, and 
Co ), a business connection which ceased in 1872, 
to be revived, however, more than forty years 
later, when Mr Ralph Maxwell, son of the late 
Mr Hugh Maxwell, once again entrusted the man- 
agement of the Elgin Mills affairs to the firm 
In 1872 the name of the firm was altered to Beg?, 
Sutlierland and Co , its present title, and the busi- 
ness up to 1894 was mainly confined to that of 
indigo seed and country-produce merchants, 
though large experiments m the growing and 
curing of tobacco at the Government farm at 
Gazipore were carried out by the firm for some 
years In 1S94 Messrs Begg, Sutherland and 
Co launched an enterprise under the title of the 
Cawnpore Sugar Works, Ltd , w'hich was the 
first pure-process sugar refinery established in 
Northern India This concern passed through 
many vicissitudes in the early part of its career, 
but in recent years it has entered upon a period 
of remarkable prosperity, and can now boast, m 
addition to the original refinery, two cane-sugar 
factories and tw'o large distilleries 

Undismayed by the fate of the pioneer sugar 
undertaking in Behar, the India Developm^ 1 
Ltd , Messrs Begg, Sutherland and Co , launched 
the Champaran Sugar Co , Ltd , in the 
and later the Ryam Sugar Co , Ltd , and 
Samastipur Central Sugar Co , Ltd 

The firm are also local managers of ^Be Cawm 
pore Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd , t ^ 
electrical enterprise of its kind established ou 
the Presidency towns 

Messrs Begg, Sutherland and Co , Ltd , a 
count amongst their agencies a brush-niaki g 
cern under the title of Brushware, Ltd 

The offices of Messrs Begg, Dunlop and 0^ 
Ltd , form a large corner block of four 
Hare Street and Church Lane, and on ^ 

in the latter thoroughfare, just at tlie 
there is embedded a marble tablet bearing 
following wmrds 

“ On this site formerly stood the 
of David Hare, bom in i 775 - 

David Hare, it may be mentioned, vas t 
pioneer of Western education m India 

The telegraphic addre^ 
lop and Co , Ltd , is “ Dunbegg, 
the codes used by them are the London 

A B C 5th edition, and Bentley s 
correspondents are Messrs 
Co , 13S, Leadenhall Street, L 3 
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GHORGH HKNDEUSON and CO., LTD , Mcrclianls and Agents, lOI-I, CIivc Street. 


lin great juto indiistn of C ilculta is of conip.ii.i- 
Inclv recent oriqin T lie first jute null in Beng il 
was started at Kislu.i in 18^^ Mr (leoige 
\eland, wlio Ii.id to get for it men and niulimerv 
from Dundee \fter \,iiious Mussitudes the 
\eland interest m th.il mill ee.iscd m 18(17, 
eoiiipany wJiicIi Ii id been foimed m eonneetion 
with it was wound up in 1868 

\ \cry difierent result .itunded the efloils of 
the next jute pioneer, Mi (tcoige Henderson, 
founder of the firm ol (leoige Henderson and 
Co , under whose auspices a jute mill w.is 
established In the Borneo Comp m\ , I Id , in i.8^i) 

To the latter company is elite the ciedil of inlrodue- 
ing the power loom for the m.imif u ture of jute in 
Bengal The first wcaMiig done In the Borneo 
Conipane ’s mill was on h.inel looms, whieh 
wo\c cloth for pot.ito bags I nh.impered the 
difficulties which had hurdencel the \cland under- 
taking the Borneo Compain , Ltd , made rapid 
progress, doubling its works in iSb^, and clearing 
its capital twice o\cr In 187- the mills were 
taken o\cr be the present Barnagorc lute F.ictorv 
Co , Ltd , also controlled In Messrs George Hen- 
derson and Co , Ltd , and the remark. ible deeelop- 
ment w'hich thee haec attained during recent etars 
has been contemporaneous w ith the e ast grow th of 
the jute industre During the \ e.ai s igjo-igeb the 
mills eeerc rebuilt on the most modern scale eeith 
the latest m.achinere and all dee ices that hae c been 
meented for the perfection of process and result in 
the manufactu-e of jute produets The land occu- 
pied IS 60 acres in extent, the looms number 1,744, 
and the output is 35,000 tons of cloth and bags per 
annum 

Messrs George Henderson and Co , Ltd , arc 
also managing agents of the Balle'^ Jute Co , Ltd , 
formed in igiS, eehose mills, onginalle oeemed bj 
the Barnagore Jute Factory Co , Ltd , contain S25 
looms, and turn out annuallv about 15,000 tons of 
products 

In 1S80 Messrs George Henderson and Co be- 
came partners in the large jute-baling business 
operated under the name of Si Da\ id and Co , and 
became sole proprietors of it in ig25 

In the tea industry also Messrs George Hender- 
son and Co hae e long occupied an important posi- 
bon, and are managing agents of the Nahorjan 
Tea Co , Ltd , Kathoni Tea Co , Ltd , Inngmara 
Tea Co , Ltd , Dolaguri Tea Co , Ltd , Hunwal 
1 ea Co , Ltd , and secretaries of the Dessai and 
Burbattia Tea Co , Ltd The total area of land 
under cultivation belonging to these tea companies 
IS 5,000 acres 

The firm are also managing agents of the Sham- 
pore Coal Co , Ltd The total labour force em- 
plo}ed by them m their varied interests amounts 
to upwards of 45,000 persons 

E 


Insurance is another impoilanl section of their 
business, ,ind they arc .agents for tlie following 
Noilh Jliilisli .t Meicnntilc Insiirnnco Co, Ltd 
Insiiniico Oflico of Aiistinlin 
Orrnn Mnrmo Insiirnnco Co , Ltd 
Lnidoii \ssiiiimcc Coriionlioii 
Liiion Jiisiiniico Socictj" of Canton, Ltd 
Scottish InsnrTncc Corporation, Lid 
Itoinl L\cIinnpo -\ssiinnco Co , Ltd 
1 he concern was established, as already mdi- 
c.ited, by Mr George Henderson, who had 
.issisted, and eyentuall} became a partner, m the 
business of his father, also named George Hen- 
derson, a ship-owner, in Liverpool In 1850 Mr 
ficorge Henderson, junior, opened and took con- 
trol of the offices at No 7, Mmcmg Lane, London, 
If C , still occupied by Messrs George Henderson 
and Sons, wlio are the London correspondents of 
Messrs Giorgc Henderson and Co , Ltd 

Farh m the fifties Mr George Henderson, 
junior, w'ent to Calcutta and founded the firm of 
Henderson, McClardj and Co , general merchants, 
who assumed the designation of George Hender- 
son and Co in 1854 

Until 1864 jute cuttings, or “ butts,” as they 
were then called, had been regarded as waste 
material In that year, how^ever, it was proposed 
that the owners of Barnagore Jute Mills should 
erect a paper mill for the conversion of tlieir jute 
cuttings into paper This resulted in the construc- 
tion m 1865 of the Bally Paper Mill, which w^as 
the second undertaking of the kind to be started 
in India — the first, at Serampore, having ceased 
to operate for some time The Bally Paper Mill 
was eventually transferred to the Titaghur Paper 
Mills 

In 1885 Mr George Henderson died, leaving his 
interests m the business to his two eldest sons, 
George, who died m igo6, and James In ig25 
the firm w'as formed into a limited habilit} com- 
pany, the present directors resident at Calcutta 
being Messrs G P Mackenzie, R R Will, G T 
G Milne, and J T Fmlayson 

In 1880 Messrs George Henderson and Co 
transferred their offices from Mangoe Lane to 100, 
Clive Street, w Inch had originally been the old Post 
Office In igai the} removed into their present 
magnificent offices at loi-i, Clive Street, w^hich 
are amongst the finest m Calcutta The building 
belongs to the North British and Mercantile In- 
surance Co , Ltd , who, it will be noticed, are 
amongst the firm’s agencies, and occup)' the first 
floor The ground floor is occupied by Llo}ds 
Bank, and the other tw'o floors b} IMessrs George 
Henderson and Co , Ltd , w'hose telegraphic ad- 
dress IS ” Scotsw'ood,” Calcutta, and the codes 
used bv them are the B C, Bentley’s, and 
Scott’s 
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TURNER, MORRISON and CO., LTD , Alerd’ants and Agents, 6, Lyons Range 


Tjie magnificent oflice buildings recently erected 
in Calcutta make the city the most noteworthy in 
that connection in the Orient Amongst the finest 
of them IS the one ow'iied by Messrs Turner, 
Morrison and Co , Ltd , w’hich was erected for 
them in 192 ^ It coeers about an acre of land, 



OFFICE BUILDING OF TURNER, 
MORRISON and CO, LTD, CALCUTTA 


including part of the site originally occupied be 
the firm, is six storeys high and magnificently 
appointed throughout wnth electric elevators and 
all the most modern conveniences and improve- 
ments , _ 

The building is worthy of the great influence 

and importance of Messrs Turner, Morrison and 

Co Ltd , in the commerce and industry ot 
cutta Their business w'as started in 1S51 under 
the style of Turner, Cadogan and Co , w Inch w'as 
chang-ed m 1863 to Turner, Morrison and Co In 
iSSr^the firm established a branch at Bombay, 
which has since become one of the principal ship- 
ping and managing agency houses m that city 
In 1004 another branch was opened at Chitta- 
frone- With such important centres as these in 
India and being in communication through their 
I ondon and Liverpool connections, v ith the prin- 
c,p"r,r„d,nB- mnrts of the Western -orld the 
business continued to expand greath , ’ 

the firm was turned into a private limited liability 

^°Messi\ Turner, Morrison, and Co . Ltd , are 
c-L tfip 1'irp'p‘^t ‘^Iiipoingf liou*?cs in Cnlcutta, 
end "/wnlh n'onTthe bnnhs n, the Hooehh, front 
(1 ft TLowrah Bridge to the docks at Ridderpore 
iwU^e^M man. ;essels under their control and 


agcnc} A very large amount of chartering busi 
ness IS done in Calcutta, and a glance at the 
principal morning new'spapers of the cit\ re.cals 
a long list of names of arming or departini; 
\ essels, controlled in their voyages by Messrs 
Turner, Morrison and Co , Ltd 

Ihe firm are the managing agents of the 'Vsiatic 
Steam Navigation Co , Ltd , which has a fleet of 
17 steamers w ith a gross tonnage of about 80,000 
Ihis compan) trades principall} round the coast 
of India to Burma and Ja\a, and was in fact the 
originator of the Ja.a-India trade 

I he} are also agents for Andrew' Weir and 
Co ’s lines to the River Plate, West Coast of 
South America, and the United States, the 
Societa \Tneziana de Navigazione a Vapore, and 
the Bomba} -American Line, Bombay Further 
more, the} are joint agents for the Anchor- 
Brocklebank and Well Line, which runs from 
Calcutta to London, Dundee, Liverpool, and tin 
Continent 

In no countr} in the world is the custom of 
one firm acting as managing agents for man} 
others more developed than in India Exampl^ 
of the extent to which that custom has developed 
in Calcutta will be found b} referenpe to our 
re\iews of its leading commercial houses, and 
amongst them Messrs Turner, Morrison and Co, 
Ltd , occupy a ven prominent position m that 
connection The\ are also, for instance, nian 
aging agents of the Shahmar W^orks, Ltd , engi 
neers, ship-builders, and boiler-makers, which 
W'as started in 1890 in a small w'a} to ^ 
to minor repairs to steamers , but so st^dily e\ 
loped in size and scope of operation that m 109 
a limited compan. was formed with Turner, 
rison and Co , Ltd , as managing 
works continued to prosper and are now' 
the largest, best equipped and organise eng^ 
peering establishments on the rner for a _ 
of ship repairs and general entri 

company specialise in all "'‘gj^p.buifd 

neering, including, of course, repa , ^ 

mg in the form of coasting vessels of 
to 250 feet in length, rner craft and pontoon 
also foundr> and smith, work 

The w'orks embrace a gas-cutting ‘ 
welding shop It is now' unn ersall} rec » pre.iou'^ 
electric welding is fast supplanting .pgtnncc' 
methods of w elding metals, \,p.to date 

rnetting, to such an f’’^ctric-w elding 

workshop IS complete without a g, 

plant The process adopted IS tha Lmidon, 

.re Co, LId , of Grosvenor Gnrde„s,^^I.o ^ 

for whom \Iessrs Turner, inrln Tin"’ 

Ltd , act as agents throughou engineer 

process is largely used b. ''ai wa. ■ J fp(5ories, 
mg concerns, as well as b. all pjectrodcs arc 
etc , and the sales of plants and electro 

steadil. on the increase 1 W orks wa"! 

.90? a braach ot ‘be ^Lbe de'' 

opened at Chittagong to take its par 
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lopiiKiil ol til It poll, iiui to iimlnt.ikc llic Icpall^ 
to inaLliiiiLi \ , t-lc , in llic Ita q.iidins clislnclt' 

1 lie Slnlinni Painl, Coloiii .ind \ .irnisli Co, 
ltd, \\ is loiindul in 1902 1 )\ Missis Juinci, 
Morrison ind Co , Ltd , who ul is its nianaq-inj,'’ 
itjonts 1 hat conipain is the laiijisi niukrlakinj^ 
of Its kind in India, and in 1911 hid tiu honour 
of hiinq appointed p nnt-inakci s to II I M tIu 
Kinq" Linperoi Jhis ippoinlniLiit it still holds 
llic annual output is about ^,coo tons of paints, 

^ irnishes, md smuln pnnUiits 1 he lonipana 
contracts larijeb with the (io\unnunt of India 
and the Ic idiny rulwiv toiiipiiiics 

Messrs lunur, Moriison uid Co , Ltd , ha\o 
liccn for in iin cctrs larmh intinstid in coal 
minima, and in 1S97 thc\ fornud tin Lodna Col- 
licr\ Co, Ltd, winch owns propirlus in the 
jliaiia and Ranti q-unyc lodficlds I he annual 
output front these properties is appro\inialcl} 7 
lakhs of tons, classed h\ the Indian Coal firadinpf 
Board as selected itradc, the best parade possible 
This eonipanc .ilso owns a lartte b\ -product coke 
plant 

In 1917 Messrs Turner, Morrison and Co, 
Ltd , formed a further subsidiarc conipant to deal 
with b\ -products, under the n.imc of the Shah- 
niar Tar Distillcrc and \\atcrproof Manufac- 
turing- Co , I td 1 Ins compane manufactures 
road tar, pitch, creosote, anthracene, and other 
similar products, and its road tar is kargeb used 
for road-making purposes m Calcutta and other 
parts of India 

The manufacture of shellac is another industry 
in which Messrs 1 urner, Morrison and Co, 
Ltd , are interested, and thee are the managing 
agents of Angelo Bros , Ltd , who are without 
exception the largest manufacturers of shellac in 
India Their factory, established se\ent\ eears 
ago, IS situated at Cossipore, about three miles 
from Calcutta 

It IS also of interest to note that Messrs 

KILBURN and CO , Merchants and 

Messrs KriBunx axd Co ’s business w^as founded 
in 1842, the ecar of the massacre of British 
troops in retreat from Cabul, and the year also 
of the capture of the Kyber Pass bv General 
Pollock The founder of the concern was Mr 
C E Schoenc, -who w'as joined in partnership 
in 1845 by Mr E D Kilburn, under the st}le of 
Schoene, Kilburn and Co The firm at that time 
were general commission agents, importers of 
cotton goods and yams, silk filatures, French 
wines and brandies, etc , and exporters of 
general produce During the first tw^enty 3 ears 
of the partnership Messrs Schoene, Kilburn and 
Co shipped from Calcutta a greater quantit)' of 
incligo than an}' other firm 

Indigo planters at that time w'ere making huge 
annual profits and many of them, confident in the 
xecurity of their inyested capital, resided in Eng- 
land, and left the superyision of their concerns 
to managers Parentheticalh , it should be men- 


J inner, Moirisoii and Co, Ltd, through their 
1)1 .inch ,it Bomb.i} , arc the man.ig-mg agents ol 
the Bomb.i} and J^eisi.i Steam N.iyigation Co, 
Ivtd , w hose pi meipal Ir.ide is betw ecu Bombay, 
Red Sc.i .i.icl Persian Gulf ports This company 
IS b\ fai the l.iig-est pilgrim earner beliyecn India 
md Mceea 

I he other import. int undertakings controlled 
b\ Mcssis rurnei, Moirison .md Co, Ltd, as 
managing agents are — 

Tilt .Slmliin 11 Hope Moiks, Ltd 
Bctiipcw I'loLilIn Co, Ltd 
T lio Jliniiii Siilpiiinic j\cicl Co, Ltd 
T’hoiinci'oft (Iiidiii) Ltd 
Alcook Aslidowii iC Co , Ltd , Bonibac 
(•lobe Mamifac lining Co , Ltd , Bonibac 
J he Now Union Idoiir "Mills, Ltd , Boinb.ic 
Mlon Jjucisidgc (tiidir.), Ltd , Bonibac 

The eomprehensiN e nature of the business of 
Messrs Turner, Morrison and Co , Ltd , may be 
indiealcd b} tlic f.iet that if a steamer meets w'lth 
an .nceidcnl and arriyes m a damaged condition at 
t .ileutla the firm c.m discharge her, repair her, 
paint her inside and out, engage the requisite 
cargo for her return \oyagc, load her, insure her 
hull and cargo if necessary, supply' her w'lth 
bunker coal and stores, and despatch her w'lthout 
humg to go outside of the concerns w'hich the} 
control, being, it may be added, the only firm in 
Calcutta who can do so 

The telegraphic addresses of Messrs Turner, 
Morrison and Co , Ltd , are “ Turners ” Calcutta 
and Chittagong, “ Morrisons ” Bombay, and 
” Cossipore ” London, and they' use all the stan- 
dard codes 

They are also agents for the folloeying — 
Tlmmes A Mersej' ^Innne Insurance Co , Ltd 
Mnntime Insui-ance Co , Ltd 
Union Insnnnce Societe of Canton, Ltd 
Scottish Union A National Insnnnce Co 
Lie ei pool Alarine, A Geneial Insurance Co, Ltd 
Bombae 

Tile Salt Union, Ltd , Ln erpool 

Bojal Exchange Assiuance Corpoi-ation, Bombae 

Agents, Fairhe House, 4, Fairlie Place 

tioned here that this prosperity' continued with 
few' interruptions until the year 1899, w'hen the 
discoeery' of sy'nthetic dyes temporarily' checked 
the cultiyation of indigo and caused planters to 
resort to the manufacture of sugar The export 
of this dye continued to be one of the most impor- 
tant branches of the firm’s business, although 
consignments of general produce, including Ben- 
gal silk, cotton, hides, and tobacco, were sent 
more frequently and in larger quantities to 
Europe 

Mr Kilburn w'ent on a business trip to China 
in 1856, and learning, on his return, of the dis- 
affection which x\as spreading in certain parts of 
India, he called upon Lord Canning at Go\ em- 
inent House and offered his personal seryices and 
any other help which he might be able to obtain 
in order to protect the In es of peaceable and law'- 
abiding citizens The result of the interxiew' was 
that Mr Kilburn, with characteristic enthusiasm 



SEAPORTS OP INDIA AND CEYLON 


summoned a meeting" of leading" commercial men, 
and the draAMng"-room in the firm’s former pre- 
mises 111 Fairlie Place, \\hich they occupied until 
the completion of their present building" in 1926, 
on the same site, witnessed the formation of the 
Calcutta Volunteer Cavalrj, of which Mr Kil- 
burn was g"a7cttcd Captain That g:enllenian 
lavishly spent both time and money in assisting 
the Government to suppress the Indian Mutiny, 
and the services rendered by him were so higliK 
appreciated by the Viceroy that the latter decided 
to recommend Mr Kilbum for the distinguished 
honour of a Companionship of the Bath, but Lord 
Canning died before elTect could be given to his 
desire 

In the earlier years of the firm’s existence ship- 
ping matters generally played an important part 
m the general commercial enterprise, and Messrs 
Schoene, Kilburn and Co became representatives 
of the then famous East Indian frigate built ships, 
amongst vhich were the Hotbpiu, Sf Lawience, 
Loicl Woideti^ Superb, Winchesle) , Essex, and 
many others Further, the firm had the honour 
of receiving in Calcutta waters, in 1870, the first 
steamers of the Blue Cross Line, which made the 
voyage to India by way of the Sue? Canal, opened 
in the preceding year 

Many changes, of course, have occurred in the 
personnel of the firm through death and retire- 
ment of the various partners, the present partners 
being Messrs C C Kilburn, C J Elton, E 1 
Oakley, AMICE,S G L Eustace, and H B 
"Whitby (Consul for Denmark) Mr ALB 
Tucker, B Sc , is at present in charge of the 
firm’s office in Calcutta, and is also Vice-Consul 
for Denmark 


Messrs Kilburn and Co ’s influence and import 
ance may be indicated by the fact that the\ are 
managing agents of — 

India Navigation L Railway Co , Ltd 
Raneogiingc Coal Association, Ltd 
B-insm Coal Co , Ltd 
Pai-asoi Collieries, LUl 
Tata lion Steel Co , Ltd , Collieiies 
Daijeeling ^ Cinchona Association, Ltd 
Komafuh Association, Ltd 
Kodala, Ltd 

Nov Ttni Association, Ltd 
Pashok Tea Co , Ltd 
Oodaloali, Ltd 

Pniliargoomiali Ten Association, Ltd 
Mniilvio Tea Co , Ltd 
Dnntimra Tea Co , Ltd 
Sylhet Lvme Co , Ltd 
Birrackpore Electnc Supply Co , Ltd 
Riissn Engineering Works, Ltd 
H Bull A- Co , Ltd 
Frnsei A Co , Ltd 
They are agents for — 

Assam Co 

Goodman Mnnnfnctunng Co 
Bi unton’s (Musselbuigh) 

Richardsons, Westgnrth i Co , Ltd 
Norwich Union File Insurance Societj, Ltd 
Commercial Union As»ui"ince Co , Ltd 
Diamond Dnll Sandicnte 
J Davidson Go 
Crushed Limestone Sjndicate 
Furthermore, they are general agents and super 
% ising engineers for the Cawnpore Electric Suppli 
Corporation, Ltd , and secretaries of the Durrunjf 
Tea Co , Ltd 

Messrs Kilburn and Co ’s telegraphic address 
IS “ Tascomum,” and they use all the standard 
codes Their London correspondents are 
Krlbum, iBrown and Co , Orient House, N,en 
Broad Street, E C 


INDIA GENERAL NAVIGATION and RAILWAY CO , LTD , 4 , Fairlie Place 


Although a steamer seivice on the Ganges A\as 
inaugurated m 1S34 under the control of the East 
India Co , and was a vast improvement on pre- 
vious means of locomotion by sailing boats, the 
river transport was not brought into line with 
modern requirements until the development of the 
facilities and resources of the India General Steam 
Navigation Co , Ltd That company was formed 
in March, 1844, with a capital of 20 lakhs of 
rupees, and started operations with three steamers 
purchased locally In the following year two 
other steamers, which had been built in England 
for the compan}’-, were sent out m sections and 
erected at Calcutta 

The company, in common with all new ventures, 
made mistakes and had its experience of ups and 
downs during its early ) ears , but it grew steadily, 
and in 1854 possessed six steamers and eight flat 
bottom boats, eventually called flats 

The Indian Mutiny of 18:^7 brought continuous 
and exacting work to the steamer company, as 
the East India Railway had only advanced to a 


distance of 160 miles fiom Calcutta, and v-' > 
therefore, useless for the conveyance of troops an 
munitions of war to the scene of the 
struggle \vbich centred at Delhi, Agra, Luc no > 
and Cawmpore The entire fleet ivas ta en 
b}' Government, and rendered valuable sen ice 
the transport of men and material as ‘ 
Allahabad, -whence they -were taken bj road o 
firing line e j 

Prior to i860 the steamer company 
its operations to the Ganges, but by 1 m ‘ 
the railway had been advanced to Patna, 
parallel to the river, tapping the pnncipa ‘ . 

of trade Competition was so keen as o c 
the steamer company to look elsewhere 
outlet for its energy The proMnee ^ 

Aias b} this period coming into 
account of the nascent tea indusliy, an 
General Steam Navigation Co unde o 
considerable misgivings, to send 
ever}' six w eeks to Assam as an experi 
pro\ ince was at that time being dc\c op 
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cuUmlion, iiul llio ‘^tcaIncr smito vo ‘'Ul- 
ttssiul tint I)^ iSt)2 tlic si\-\\clM\ sc I Mil was 
cimni^cd inlo \ four-wocKh om In llii dis- 
trict of C icli tr, included in tlic pnn nice of \ss un, 
but walirid b\ an cnlirel\ diflircnt ri\ii s\s(cm, 
was iiw.adcd b_\ steiin broin tins lime foiw ird 
tlic Cian^es tride slowh diclinid, and \ssam and 
Cachar absorbed nioic and nion of tlio attention 
of the compain I be l.ast Indian Railwai Co 
had acK meed to \I1 diab id about iS6^, but it was 
not until iS“4 that tbc steamer compain finalh 
abandoned its orn^inal tirritoiv uid iloscd its 
Ganqfcs sen icc 

\ltIioug;li till (Icct of the comp un had increased 


iSgg it was considcicd expedient to transfer the 
licadquai Ici s of the compaii} to London, the name 
being' alteicd at tbc same time to that of the India 
General Na^ igation and Raihvay Co , Ltd The 
log'isterid oflices are in Orient House, New Broad 
Street, L C 1 he history of the company since 
that date has been one of steady progress, and 
Its fleet now comprises boo vessels, including 120 
lowing and passenger steamers and 155 cargo 
flats, aggregating 1^0,000 tons carrying capacity, 
the largest unit being of 1,200 tons 

\s alrcadi indicated the company started with 
a capital of 20 lakhs of rupees, or ^£ 20 , 000 , as the 
rupee then stood at the par value of tw'o shillings. 




STERN WHEELER “VENUS,” GANGES SERVICE, INDIAN GENERAL NAVIGATION 

and RAILWAY CO, LTD 


to 16 steamers and 34 flats b} the year 1S76, the 
carriage of jute from the districts of Lastern Ben- 
gal commenced to engage serious attention, and 
between 1870 and 1S80 considerable additions 
were made to the fleet to meet the demands of a 
rapidly expanding trade In 1S82 the company 
took over the transport of goods previously ear- 
ned by the Eastern Bengal State Railway flotilla, 
and in the same year a sea-going steamer seiwnce 
was opened to the coast ports of Orissa The 
record of the company wms not one of unchal- 
lenged prospent} , as at various times rival con- 
cerns w'ere started, flourished for a season like the 
proverbial green bay tree, w ere bought up or 
amalgamated with, or succumbed to the energies 
of, the older compan} 

In i88g the India General Steam Navigation 
Co entered into an arrangement wuth the Rivers 
Steam Navigation Co , bv wdiich the work of pas- 
senger and goods transport was equall}' divided, 
each company remaining a distinct entit} 

In 1890 the fleet consisted of 66 steamers 
and 72 flats — a marked increase on the 
preMous decade. In i8g6 the India General 
team Navigation Co obtained sanction to 
construct a raihra} connecting Mv men- 
svngh With the Brahmaputra River, and m 


and the original siiares were of the value of 
Rs 1,000, or ;^ioo each From time to time the 
companv ’s property increased in value The 
capital vv’as augmented, and now is ^£"1, 000,000, 
of winch ;a£'735,7io is issued 

During the early years of tne company the man- 
agement w'as v'ested in a secretaig , acting under 
a board of directors In 1873 Messrs Schoene, 
Kilburn and Co became managing agents in con- 
junction w ith the directors , and although the title 
of that firm was altered to Kilbum and Co , in 
1889, this in no vva} disturbed their position 
No survey of the company’s field of operations 
would be complete without reference to the Sun- 
derbunds, that marv^ellous network of rivers 13'mg 
between the combined mam streams of the 
Ganges, the Brahmaputra, and the Hooghly The 
greater portion of the company’s fleet trav^erses 
this lab} rinth in their journeys between Calcutta, 
East Bengal, Assam, and the United Provinces, 
as far as Buxar A, large part of the Sunder- 
bunds IS dense jungle, the home of the tiger and 
deer, but it is slowly being brought under culti- 
vation Its intricate navigation mav be appre- 
ciated by the tact that between Calcutta and 
Chandpur 52 distinct rivers are traversed in a 
distance of 450 miles 



5EAP0KT5 OF INDIA AND CEYLON 
HOARE, MILLER and CO , LTD , Merchants and Agents, 5, Fairhe Place 


rnt business of Messrs Hoare, Miller and Co , 
Ltd , IS one of those large eoncerns which do not 
lend themselves to any descriptive writing, but the 
influence it exerts in local commerce is very much 
greater than that of less important undertakings to 
which many pages of interesting matter could be 
devoted It was established about seventy years 
ago, and has extensive connections throughout the 
world, as well as in all parts of India Messrs 
Hoare, Miller and Co , Ltd , are large importers 
of cotton piece-goods, and the infinity of merchan- 
dise sustaining the general ba7ar trade They are 



likewise exporters of jute and tea, and contribute a 
good deal to the shipping activit}" of Calcutta as 
steamship, landing and foi warding agents 

In 1914 the firm removed from their original 
premises at 38, Strand Road, into the large and 
handsome offices which they now occupy at 5, 
Fairlie Place In 1924 the present company was 
formed The Chairman Mr J F Barton, is a 
member of the Bengal Legislatne Council The 


other directors are Messrs C C Aliller and J B 
I urnbill There is a branch of the business at 
Bombay, and the London con espondents are 
Messrs Hoare, Miller and Co , Pinner’s Hall, 
Vustin Friars, EC I he telegraphic address of 
Messrs Hoare, Miller, and Co , Ltd , is “ Hoar 
miller,” and they use all the standard codes Thev 
are managing agents of the Calcutta Steam Na\i 
gation Co , Ltd , whose cargo and passenger 
steamers arc so familiar on the Hooghly Therare 
also managing agents of the Alajurbhanj Railuar 
Co , Ltd , and Signell Tea Co , Ltd , secretaries of 



BOMBAY 

MILLER and CO, LTD 


Cammell Laird and Co (India), Ltd , and agents 
for 

HiiTison Line of Steiniers 
Blue I unnel Lino 

ISTorth British Locomotne Co, Ltd, Glnspon 
Associated Lead Manufacturei’s Ecport Co , L ‘ 
Neiirnstle-on Trne 
Win Biiggs A Son, Ltd , Dundee 
Hon ell A Co, Ltd, London 
Globe Pneumatic Engineering Co , Ltd , London 
John Hauler A Son, Ltd , Dudlei 


BRUNNER, MOND and CO (INDIA), LTD , Manufacturers of Chemicals, 

2, Old Court House Corner 


Messrs Brtjxxfr, Mo2Jd axd Co (Iitdli), Ltd, 
were formed in 1923 in order to take over the 
business of Brunner, Mond and Co , Ltd , in India, 
Burma, and Ceylon, where the latter company 
liad traded for many years through branches 
established at Calcutta and elsewhere 

When the great chemical combine of Imperial 
Chemical Industries was formed in England b3 
the fusion of Messrs Brunner. Mond and Co , 
Ltd , Nobel Industries, Ltd , British D>e-Stuffs 
Corporation, Ltd , and the United Alkali Co , 
Ltd , Messrs Brunner, Mond and Co (India) 
Ltd , as a subsidiarj company of this great con- 


cern, became the sole distributors m ^ 
Burma, and Ceylon of the chemical s 

Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd These p 
ducts, which are manufactured in a large 
of works in the United Kingdom, p.pr 

all parts of the world, include soda ash an 
alkalies, sulphate of ammonia and C p, 

lisers, and the extensne range of dtes ma 
tured bv the British D\e-Stuffs Corpora ion 
As Imperial Chemical Industries me u ‘ 
their subsidiaries Stnthetic Ammonia an ‘ ^ 

Ltd , thej are deeply interested m the 
throughout India of the use of cliemica 
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^[ossrs Biuniici, Monel iml Co (liulin), Ltd , 
lie, in addition to tlic loui^oini;, i cpi osont.itn ( s 
in India of 

The C v'stnor Ke'lliipi MKnh Co 
Clnncp A Hunt T^td 
Hip M iCTili Co ltd 

'Iho Cii'spl C\iiiidp Co Lid 

\nd irt also SlIIiihj \crents foi 
n C F.nlip .V Co Ltd 
Bntish Gluci A CliPiniP iK, Lid 
Jlip SiTiidard Vidudiwi'; \imnniin Co l^td 
dospjih Crosfipld A Soii< Ltd 
Hip Atond StTfloi-dsliiiP Hprniiiip C<> Lid 
Vin den Bpi*'!!'?, Ltd 


Messrs Brunner, Mond and Co (India), Ltd , 
have facilities for slocking and distributing their 
merchandise at all the impoitant centres and mar- 
kets of the Indian Empiie Tlieir head office is 
at 2, Old Court House Coiner I heir telegraphic 
address there is “ Alkali,” and the codes used are 
the Western Union, Bentley’s, ABC 5th edition, 
and Sehofield’s They have branches at Bombay, 
( ook’s Building, Hornby Road, Madras, ig-20, 
\rmcnian Slieet, Karachi, Katrak Terrace, i\Iachi 
Mi.ini, Rangoon, 73, Merchant Street, Colombo, 
Messrs Haylej and Kenny, agents, P O Box 70 


BALMKR, LAWRIE and CO , LTD , Merchants, Bankers, General Agents and Engineers, 

103, Cine Street 


Cucerre Ins nnieh to justif\ its proud boast of 
being the second eit\ in the Lmpire, and the 
number and ehiraeter ol its fnms, for insianee, 
eloquenth demonstrate the impoitint position it 
oeeupies amongst the world s priiu ip il (.ommeriial 
and industrial centres In and iround the Cine 
Street district ire ofiiees of gieat eoneerns with 
World-Wide connections, anel prominent amongst 
them are Messrs Bilimr I aw no and Co, Ltd 
The fact that in their ollices no fewer than 330 
Indian elerks are cmploeed, in addition to qo 
Europeans, is in itself an imprcssne indieation 
of the extent of this well-known firm’s aeimties 
These ollices aic the firm’s headqu.irters , but 
tliei ha\e also a braneh it s, (iniham Road, 
Ballard Estate, Bomba', which enables them to 
reach all the pro\ mccs of Indii 

In the old da\s of Eastern trade main of tin 
large mcreantiL houses operated as bankers, and 
Messrs Balmer, Law ric and Co , Ltd , arc one 
of the few of that character still left whose finan- 
cial resources are utilised for the coii'enienec and 
ad'antage of their numerous customers 

Thee arc also 'cr\ large mipoitcrs of metal, 
machinere , and electrieal plant Their cxtcnsivi 
operations in structural steel work and the resul 
tant development of that department of the busi 
ness led to its incorporation in 1920 as a separati 
undertaking under the name of the Bridge ami 
Roof Co (India), Ltd , for wdiich Messrs Balmer 
Lawrie and Co , Ltd , act as managing agents 
That compane occupies in How rah an area of 
about nine acres, de'oted soleh to constructional 

engineering 

Messrs Balmer, Laevric and Co , Ltd , are also 
managing agents of the Bengal Flour 'Mills Co , 
Ltd , formed in iSgq, whose mills in Howrah arc 
the largest of their kind in India, their manufac- 
turing capaciti' being 50 sacks of flour per hour 

The' are hkew ise managing agents of the 
Bengal Paper Mills Co , Ltd , formed in 18S6, 
whose mills at Ranigunge are the second largest 
m India, and hace a product!' e capacit' of 
tons of paper per month 

'’^lessrs Balmer, Lawrie and Co Ltd , haee 
done electrical work on a large scale throughout 


Indi.i, and carried through successfully many 
important installations That department of their 
business also became so extensive that its con- 
structional side was formed, in 1920, into a 
limited h ibility companv under the style of the 
Britisii India Electric Construction Co , Ltd , 
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with works in Budge-Budge Road, Kidderpore, 
emplo'ing hundreds of persons m the manufac- 
ture of po'ver and lighting equipments of every 
kind 

For man} }ears Messrs Balmer, La'vrie and 
Co , Ltd , carried on tlie manufacture of ice, in 
which se'eral other firms in India 'vere also 
engaged In 1903 these ice-making interests 
were amalgamated as the Calcutta Ice Associa- 
tion Co , Ltd , which IS no'v turning out 140 
tons of ice daih . and its managing agents are 
iMessrs Balmer, Lawrie and Co , Ltd 

The business of Messrs Balmer, La'vne and 
Co , I td , was established in 1S67 b' Mr S G 
Balmer, who died soon afterwards, and Mr 
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Alexander Lawne, under whose capable and 
enterprising diiection it developed into one of the 
noteworthy undertakings in the city Mr Lawrie 
died in 1912, and the firm was formed into a 
limited liability company in 1924 The manatrinp* 
director is Sir Hubert W Carr, who, after some 
years of tea planting in Assam, joined the firm 
in 1900, and became senior resident partner in 
1917 

Messrs Balmer, Lawrie and Co , Ltd , are 
Managing Agents of — 

Biitisli India Electric Constniclion Go , Ltd 
Arthur Butler A Co (IMozufferpore) , Ltd 
Clive Street Central Property, Ltd 
Empire Flour Mills Co , Ltd 
New Beerbhoom Coal Co , Ltd 
New Kendah Coal Co , Ltd 
Anglo-Indiau Carrying Co 
Indian Galvanizing Co (1926), Ltd 
Bengal Paper Mill Co , Ltd 
Bengal Flour Mill Co , Ltd 
Calcutta Ice Association, Ltd 
ISlessrs Balmer, Lawrie and Co , Ltd , are 
amongst the largest shippers of Indian tea, and 
are agents for — 

Jokai (Assam) Tea Co , Ltd 
Jhanzie Tea Association Ltd 



BENGAL FLOUR MILLS and 
EMPIRE FLOUR MILLS, HOWRAH 


Baliniain Tea Estate 

Makum Assam Tea Co , Ltd 

British Indian Tea Co , Ltd 

Dejoo Tea Co , Ltd 

Leboiig Tea Co , Ltd 

Darjeeling Consolidated Tea Co , Ltd 

Eisheehac Tea Co , Ltd 

Dr D O’Brien’s 'Tea Co , Ltd 

Namdang Tea Co , Ltd 

Monmoy Tea Estate 

Rajabatta Tea Estate 

Prithinipassa Wards Estate 

These tea companies occupy an area of about 
29,500 acres, and the labour required to run them 
IS in the neighbourhood of 48,328 persons 

In addition to these extensive operations there 
is a separate tea department known as “The Tea 
Purchase ’’ under the direct supervision of expert 
tasters Here orders are executed to all parts of 
the world The Canadian and United States mar- 


kets recene special attention, and have been 
visited more or less annualh for the past a: lears 
b} the expert in charge This tour usually takes 
SIX months during the slack season The distance 
co\ered is about 35,000 miles, and the United 
Kingdom is Msiied cn route, '\ustralia and other 
markets are also called upon from time to time 
It IS interesting to note that most of the onginal 
American and Canadian tea organisations vhich 
first did business with Messrs Balmer, Lawne 
and Co , Ltd , are still ordering their require 
ments from them, a fact eloquent of tlie high 
esteem in which the firm are held m different parts 
of the world 


Messrs Balmer, Lawrie and Co , Ltd , also 
represent — 


Fine Art A GeiiemI Insuiance Co , Ltd 
Tlio Sun Fire Office 

Liverpool London L Globe Insurance C-o , Ltd 
Pha?ni\ Assurance Co , Ltd 
Alliance Assurance Co , Ltd 
Union Insurance Soclet^ of Canton, Ltd 
Robey X Co , Ltd , Engines X Boilei's 
Hadfield’s Steel Foimdiy X Equipment Co, Ltd, 
CoUieiy Equipment 

Pulsometei Engineering Co , Ltd , Steam Pumps 
Haslam Foundi’j X Engineering Co , Ltd , Eefngerat 
iiig Machines 

Biitish Belting X Asbestos, Ltd 
Houseman X Thompson, Ltd , Boiler Composition 
International Channelling l^Iachine Co , Ltd , “ Siskd ’ 
Coal Cutters and Root Dnlls 


Ka^ A, Wilkinson, Ltd , Leather Belting 
E A Lister X Co , Small Oil Engines i Combined 
Pumping Sets 

Merrj-neathei X Sons, Ltd , Fue Appliances 
American Pulley Co 

United Flexible Metalbc lubing Co, Ltd 
A G Mumford, Ltd , Donkev Pumps 
kloore’s Patent Tea Sorters 

Petei Spence X Sons, Ltd , Alununoferric A Sulphate 
of Alumina 

F Braby Corrugated Iron Co , Ltd 
Burnell X Co 
John Summeis, Ltd 
Fiodinglinm lion X Steel Co, Ltd 
Lanaikslnre Steel Co , Ltd 

Frost Steel X Wiie Co , Ltd , Woven Wire Fencing 


Betts X Co , Ltd , Tea Lead 
Hoyt Metal Co of Great Britain, Babbit Metals 
E Hood, Haggle X Son, Ltd , Wire Ropes 
Katni Cement X IndusUaal Co , Ltd 
Jubbulpore Portland Cement Co , Ltd 
“ Gilhiigham ’’ Portland Cement 
Edison Svan Electric Co , Ltd , Lamps 
Robbins X Aleyers, Ltd , Fans 

Tudor Accumulatoi Co , Ltd vi^vinc 

Johnson X Phillips, Ltd , Transformers, 


Wires and Cables , -n-.tiinff! 

Cables Accessoiies Co , Ltd , Switchgear, ’ 

Fans and Heating Apparatus Tnqfm 

Nalder Bios X Thompson, Ltd , Electneal Instn 

“ Oeag ’’ Minei’s Supply Co , Ltd , Aimers Limp 

Waygood Otis, Ltd Lifts pi„n(c; 

Electric Construction Co , Ltd , Electric . , 
Morgan Cnicible Co , Aloigamte Carbo 
Gaskell X Grocott, Insulators 
Alavor X Coulson, Ltd , Coal Cutters 
Lister Bniston, Automatic Lighting Imcr " 

rhe firm’s telegraphic address is ’ 

Icutta, and thex use all the Stan a 




COI'IMIilKlAL CALCUITA. 


71 


RUSSA rNGFNLIRIiNTi WORKS, LTD., Uccincal, iMccIinnical and Automobile Engineers, 

II 0-1, Russa Road 


Tiif Ris'^v Em jm HUM' Wouks, Lti> , \\.\s incoi- 
portcd in 190b to inn't the llun i^^rcat iklcI of in 
■cngnnccnnEr Lsl.ibli'^hineiU sptoialh equipped foi 
Ihc repair and in iinte nanec of motor \Lhieles and 
tor the manufacture of .11 eui itel\ machined parts, 
jutc-inill spires, hierh-class em^ineerinj,’', and elec- 
trical work of e\er\ deseriplion T lie \enture 
proeed \cr\ successful, and the compant were 
appointed some \cars liter sole distributors of the 
Ford products for llcnqfal, \ssvni, Rihar and 
Orissa, and the Lmtcel Proeinces 

\lniost on tlie outbreak of the Great War the 
compane ’s ud was sought be Ginernmcnt in con- 
nection with nnimtions of war, and m that con- 
nection rendered c^reat service in tlic production 
of machine "uns anel tfun parts of all kinds, and 
also in the manufacture of automatic coinaijc 
weifjhinc: balanecs for Ills Majestv 's Mint 

‘Vfter the \rmistice the companv , in order to 
be able to cope, bv the most modern methods and 


on the larg-cst sc ile, w ith the phenomenal demand 
that spiangf up in Calcutta as elsewdiere for motor 
service and supplies, made ver} extensive addi- 
tions .ind improvements to their premises, wath 
the result that their establishment m Russa Road, 
which occupies an area of about four acres, is 
one of the most noteworthy of its kind in India 
riiev have also excellent showrooms in Chovv- 
rmq-hcc, a {jarag’c at 3, Mission Row , and 
branches at Dibrufrarh and Jorhat The business 
m Calcutta <>-ivcs emplovment to about 2,000 per- 
sons, and all tin departments are under the super- 
V ision of European experts The general man- 
ager is Mr W E \ Morbv , A M I E E , w^ho 
has been connected w ith the concern since its 
inception, and vv^as previouslv in the electrical 
department of its managing agents, Messrs Kil- 
burn and Co , that department being the nucleus 
from which the business dev^eloped 


MACKINNON, MACKENZIE and CO , Steamship and Insurance Agents, British India Steam 

Navigation Co , Ltd , Strand Road 


AIessus Mvcki\xox, MvcKtx/it vxd Co s busi- 
ness was started in a comparative!} small wa} 
in the earl} part of the ninctcentli centur} as a 
general merchandise concern at Calcutta bv two 
}oung Scotsmen, whose names form the firm’s 
designation In 1856 the} secured from the East 
India Co the contract for carr}ing the mails 
between India and Burma, and for that purpose 
formed the Calcutta and Burma Steam Navigation 
Co , which waa commenced with two vessels, the 
Baltic and the Cape of Good llopi \ fortnightlv 
mail and passenger service was established, but 
It was interrupted in the following }ear b} the 
■outbreak of the Indian Mulinv, when, the two 
vessels having been chartered as transports, the 
•compan} rendered its first special serv ice to the 
Cov'emment b} bringing up from Cevlon to Cal- 
cutta half of the oTd 35th Regiment — the first 
reinforcement of European troops to reach India 
from tlie outside w orld 

Improved trade wuth Burma soon induced an 
■enlargement of tlie company’s resources in ton- 
nage, and Air Mackinnon returned to Calcutta 
3 fter a visit to England where he had been suc- 
cessful m raising further capital wnth a vnew to 
renew’ing the first contracts, and inaugurated a 
general svstem of steam communication over the 
Avhole of the Indian littoral, w’lth extensions to 
the Persian Gulf on the one hand, and on the 
other to the Straits of Alaiacca and Singapore 
the successful accomplishment of that scheme 
ed to such a development of The Calcutta and 
urma Steam Navigation Co ’s business that it 
'vas converted into a new companv under the 
uame of the British India Steam Navigation Co , 
m , which has to-dav a fleet of 127 vessels total- 


l'”? 756>4I3 gross tons, and of these sevent}-one 
arc passenger vessels of the highest class and 
appointments 
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The British India Co ’s present trade itinerary 
may be said to have been built up during the first 
three decades of its existence, save that the 
respective lines have since linked up new" ports as 
occasion required, and that the demands on the 
difterent lines for additional ships of larger ton- 
nage hav"e alw^avs been met or anticipated Its 
activities embrace to-day all the considerable ports 
of the tropics, 1} ing betw een the parallels of Suez 
and Singapore, besides the principal ports of 
Siam, Java, China, Japan, and Australia, and it 
mav be claimed that no single shipping corpora- 
tion m the world engages in public services more 
varied 
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The chairman and managing director of the 
British India Steam Navigation Co , Ltd , is the 
Right Honourable Viscount Inchcape, G C S I , 
G C M G , K C I E , who is also chairman of 
the P and O Steam Navigation Co 

After the fusion in 1914 of the P and O and 
B I Companies, and the later amalgamation of 
other now associated lines, Messrs Mackinnon, 
Mackenzie and Co , for the purpose of economy 
and enhanced eflicienc} of service, took over 
throughout the Orient the agencies of all these 
companies and combined them under one man- 
agement The wisdom of that step has been 
justified by results 

In addition to being managing agents of the 
B I S N Co , Ltd , Messrs Mackinnon, Mac- 
kenzie and Co aie also managing agents of 
the Eastern Coal Co , Ltd , 1 he Maduro Co , 
Ltd , Coromandel Co , Ltd , India Jute Co , 
Ltd , The Megna Mills Co , Ltd , and the 
British Arc Welding Co (India), Ltd, and 


agents for the P and O S N Co , James 
Nourse, Ltd , Union Steamship Co of New 
zfealand, Ltd , Canadian Government Merchant 
Marine, Ltd , Canadian Pacific Steamships, Ltd , 
Atlas Assurance Co , Ltd , the London and Lan' 
cashire Insurance Co , Ltd , British and Forei^ 
Marine Insurance Co , Ltd , Marine and General 
Mutual Life Assurance Societ), Marine Insur 
ance Co , Ltd , and the Salonah Tea Co , Ltd 
The firm’s magnificent olhee building, shown 
by the accompanying illustration, was completed 
at the beginning of 1927 It covers an area of 
over an acre and a quarter, and has a floor area 
of 238,700 square feet 

The Strand Road and Fairhe Place faipades, 
250 feet and 260 feet respective!} , are carried out 
in stone and have been designed in a free Renais 
sance style The building, w'hich forms one of the 
principal architectural features of Calcutta, is 
marble-floored throughout, and has a large central 
dome on the first floor level 


MACKINTOSH BURN, LTD , Architects, Surveyors, Builders and Contractors, 
Sanitary Engineers, etc , 8, Esplanade East 


TtiE influences of buildings radiate in innumerable 
wMys other than those of ordinary recognition 
Some day, doubtless, there wall be published a 
volume on the remarkable shaping of individual 
and national destinies b} architectural ps^cho- 
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metry and the part it plays m the unsuspected 
and undiscovered realms of psychology that 
vibrates in the great subconsciousness of everyday 
routine In no city in the Orient has there been 
a o-reater metamorphosis m buildings during the 
las^t few decades than in Calcutta ,, and a firm that 
has done, and is doing, verv much in that con- 


nection IS that of Messrs IMackmtosh Bum, Ltd , 
who have been established there since 1834, m 
the reign of William IV Calcutta at that time 
W'as a ramshackle place, and its buildings, with 
few* exceptions, w'ere makeshift structures that 
were taken toll of bv cyclones and monsoons 
But the Scottish founder, Mr James Mackintosh, 
and his later countr} men partners soon began to 
make their influence felt, an influence that has 
continued unabatedly to extend and permeate all 
phases of w'onderful, modern Calcutta, wuth its 
magnificent buildings testifying eloquently to the 
enterprise and ability inseparable from the firm 
in question 

Messrs Mackintosh Burn, Ltd , used to ha\c 
their w'orkshops in Bentinck Street, but as these 
became too small for their requirements, tlici 
removed a few years ago to Ball} gunge, an 
their establishment there, occupying an area 0 
about four acres, is one of tlie largest and cs 
equipped undertakings of its kind m India, pro 
viding unsurpassed facilities and resources i 
general mechanical engineering and 
w'orking for the fulfilment of the largest 
in the swnftest and most skilful manner 
business is exceptionally complete and comp 
hensive in every detail, from the draw'ing j 
sketch plans of a building to the finishing 
of paint The\ have also their own 
river brickfields, special care being 
manufacture of their bricks to cnab e 1 
claim that no better bricks are obtaina) 
Calcutta They are specialists remforceo 
Crete, and are experts m all work P*^'" ^ nnlahk 
marble, terazzo, and tiles Amongst 
local buddings planned or built b} 1 j „fjjce 
kintosh Burn, Ltd , arc their handsome he< d 
budding at 8 . Esplanade, The Imperial Bank 
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liuin, Tlie Nnlioml Bank ol India, I lie Central 
leleplionc BNelianyfc, Hare Stiect, and bi. Indies 
at Ccnlril \\enue', Mipore, and bailall) , tlie 
Caleutta Lleetiie Supply J’owe'i Stations at Cossi- 
porc and Gaide'n Reaeh , premises fni Dunean 
Bros and The IVorth liritish ind Meicantilc 
Insnnnee Co , Cine Slice t , Killnirn .inel Co and 
I'asl India Kailw i\ Co , 1 aiilic Plaee , Iliaeker, 
Spink ind Co , I'spHnade , Leslie and Co , 
Cliow nnijliec , Hall and \ndeison, Ltd, Patk 
Street aiul Cliowrintrlice , Stephen's Cmiit, Park 
Street, MeLeod House, Dallioiisie Squaie, Club 
House of The Ro\al Caleiitta Golf Club, Tolh- 
gfunq'c, Lascar Memorial, Portland Park Hous- 
ing Scheme foi the C aleutta Pent Commissioners, 
Housing Schemes, Moore \\enue, Plgin Road, 
etc , ete 

As sanitare engineers Messrs Mackintosh 
Bum, Ltd , operate on the same up-to-date lines 
characteristic of their main either departments. 


and arc septic lank specialists Needless to say, 
then great stocks of materials include everything 
that can be suggested for the enhancement of the 
work done 

An idea of the huge character of the business 
wall be obtained bj mention of the fact that it 
gives employment in Calcutta to about 10,000 
persons, including a large number of European 
engine ers and c\perts in the many departments 
of skilled industry in w'hich the firm engage with 
such manifest success Their infiuence and 
letiMties, however, are not confined to Calcutta, 
but evtend througliout India and Burma, and 
amongst the fine buildings erected by the firm m 
the latter eountrj is the Imperial Bank of India, 
Rangoon 

The telegraphic address of Messrs Mackintosh 
Burn, Ltd , is “ Buildane,” Calcutta, and the 
codes used by them are the ABC 5th and 6th 
editions, Bentley’s, and private 


LIPTON, LTD , Tea and General Provision Merchants, 9, Weston Street 


AmoMjst the best known of the world's commodi- 
ties which can be eounted on the fingers is 
Lipton’s tea, so famous c\cr) where that it seems 
impossible foi the time e\ci to come when people 
will not cill for it in the groccr\ shops of civilisa- 
tion and the nondescript little store-, in jungle 
lands and back blocks Other great tea concerns 
ha\e come into prominence during recent ^cars, 
but Sir Thomas Lipton, the foundci of the woild- 
vide company bearing his name, was the pioneer 
of the modern tea trade as understood be the 
masses in e\cr\ eite m c\cr\ land “ Lipton 's 
Tea ” is a famous slogan thioughout all the 
bazaars of India, as well as in the stores where 
the discriminating upper classes of India’s teem- 
ing millions obtain their commissariat supplies 
The name is everj'where in Calcutta, but the fac- 
tory in that citv forming the company’s head- 
quarters m India is hidden away b)' the buildings 
surrounding it m Weston Street, a little thorough- 
fare running from Bentmck Street, wdiich latter 
used to be the chief shopping artery of Calcutta 
The impression w'hich wall doubtless remain 
most vividly in the memory of the visitor to 
1 ipton’s factor\ in Calcutta is its odour — the 
delightful rich fragrance of tea from tlie finest 
gardens of Noithern India, which supplies twm- 
fiftbs of tlie world’s production of tea The con- 
sumer of Lipton’s tea know'S full w’’ell its refresh- 
'iig qualit}' and aroma, but doubtless is unaw’are 
of the W'onderful knowdedge, care and skill exer- 
cised m maintaining the hieh qualitA and distinc- 
tive mdividualit} of each of the company’s famous 
blends, particularly “ Darjeeling,” ‘‘ Yellow' 
Label,” and ‘‘ Red Label ” In that connection 
ics the secret of the great popularity of the 
ipton teas , and to describe adequately the inter- 
esting processes by y\hiLh the blending is carried 
on in the compaii} ’s factor} in Weston Street is 


unfortunately impossible yyathin the limits of space 
at our disposal As many as 30 to 40 teas from 
dilTcrcnt plantations contribute to the making up 
of one blend Each separate garden produces tea 
of dillcrenl characteristics No tyyo gardens 
jjroducc tea exactly similar in llay'our, strength, 
and keeping qualities Ihe crops from each indi- 
yidual garden also y'ary continually One object 
of blending is to neutralise these variations and 
by Its skilful use to produce blends of tea yvbicb 
do not difler, to any appreciable extent, even m 
the course of a year The other object is to com- 
bine the various teas so as tc) produce the best 
possible result When the composition of a blend 
has been decided upon the teas relating to it 
undergo an elaborate machinery process , and 
from the time the leaves are plucked until the 
finished product reaches the consumer the tea 
IS untouched by hand, eymry precaution being 
taken to ensure its perfect purity 

The entire machinery equipment of the factory 
IS an impressive demonstration of scientific and 
mechanical mgenuitj for the maximum attain- 
ment at the minimum expenditure of time and 
labour, and the consequent reduced cost of opera- 
tion has its natural result in the reduction of the 
price of Lipton’s tea to the lowest possible margin 
The round and square tins for quantities of 
i-lb, A-lb and ^-Ib respective!}, in yvhich the teas 
are despatched throughout Indi i and Burma, are 
made on the premises The prepared tea is 
deposited in these tins b} rcall} remarkable elec- 
trical contrivances that yyeigh each quantity 
automatically When the tins are filled and hcr- 
meticall} closed they are placed on a long 
revohing band yyhich carries them to the depart- 
ment yyhore the famous labels are put on them 
by other machiner} operating yy ith almost uncann\ 
precision and capaciti , ^ 
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A large trade is also transacted b} Messrs 
Lipton, Ltd , throughout India in dust tea, which 
IS very popular because of its greater economy 
and rapidity of infusion than the leaf tea 

The two floors where the tea chests are kept 
before being despatched throughout the countri 
have accommodation for 25,000 chests 
^ Messrs Lipton, Ltd , have been established at 
Calcutta since i8gy, prior to which they had trans- 
acted a large trade in India through local agents 
Their first premises were m Dalhousie Square, 
which soon became inadequate for their require- 
ments, and in igo8 they acquired a godown in 
Weston Street which six years later was greatlj 
enlarged and transformed into the present factory 
and head office now giving employment to about 
500 persons Messrs Lipton, Ltd , have branches 
at Bombay, Ahmedabad, Delhi, Madras, and 
Karachi, and agents throughout India and Burma 


Their telegraphic address is “ Lipton,” and their 
codes are the A B C 6th edition. Western Union, 
Bentley s, Calpack, and private 
Messrs Lipton, Ltd , also transact a larg-e 
wholesale trade in general provisions and coffee 
and are agents in India and Burma for the 
following concerns — 


The Californian Packing Corporation, Sin Francisco, 
Del Monte Products 

Wortliington ct, Co , Lta , London, Bottled Beer 
C Diesslei, Biemen, Ring BititkI Beer 
The ^mbined Brandy Sliippei-s, Ltd , Cognac, Donble 
Bell Biandy 

The London Distilleiy Co , Ltd , London, Old Tom 
and Dry Gin 

J P O’Brien d, Co , LiTei-pool, Gninness Stout 
Wilts United Dames, Ltd , London, Condensed Milk 
Wnght, La5Tnen d Umnev, Ltd , London, Coal Tar 
Soap 

Mason d Co , Ltd , London, Sauces 
The Shredded WLeat Co , Ltd , Hertfordshire, 
Shielded Wheat 


McLEOD and CO , Merchants and Agents, McLeod House, 28, Dalhousie Square 


IMoLeod House is the headquarters and freehold 
property of Messrs McLeod and Co , for whom 
it was constructed in 1917 The land on which 
It stands was formerly the site of the Mercantile 
Bank, and the firm moved into the building from 
their previous premises at 31, Dalhousie Square 



McLEOD HOUSE, 

OFFICE BUILDING OF McLEOD and CO 


Constructed after the Done st3de of architecture, 
McLeod House is faced with massive Ionic 
columns, and each of its four storeys has a floor 
space of approximately 11,000 square feet The 
internal appointments are in keeping with the 
general magnificence of the building, and the 
clerical departments, with their large Indian 
stalls, supervised by many Europeans, are indica- 
tive of the firm’s prominence in local commerce 
and industry 

The business of Messrs McLeod and Co was 
founded m 1889 b} Mr C C McLeod — now Sir 
Charles McLeod, Bart — in partnership with Mr 
A Campbell, in Mangoe Lane, on the opposite 
side of Dalhousie Square, towards which McLeod 


House now looks as a dignified and concrete 
example of great achievement since the name of 
McLeod and Co was put up with hopeful aspira- 
tion on the unpretentious little premises in the 
lane in question, so named because of the abun- 
dance of mangoe trees that used to grow there 
The extent to which the firm’s activities have 
grown may be indicated bj the fact tliat besides 
their comprehensive trade as general merchants 
and commission agents, they control five jute 
mills, two collieries, forty tea estates, five rail- 
ways, three industnal companies, and two zemin- 
dary companies The jute mills are Kelvin and 
Empire, on tlie east bank of tlie river at Titta- 
ghur, Soorah, on a canal at Narculdanga, Presi- 
dency, on the river at Rishra, and Chittavalsali, 
m the north of the Madras Presidency, taken a 
few years ago from the South India Industrials, 


Ltd 

The tea companies and gardens controlled or 
represented by Messrs McLeod and Co are four* 
in almost every tea garden district in Northern 
India, the Dooars, Terai, Assam, Cachar, an 
Sylliet The chief one is the Imperial Tea to , 
Ltd , with 12,986 acres under tea, out of a 
of 41,262 acres, a capital of ^ 

average annual outturn of 6,012,854 lbs 
tea Its divisions number eleven, of which 
are situated in the Dooars, and it gi'cs emp oj 
ment to 15,516 persons - . 

The tea companies of which Messrs 1 c 
and Co are managing agents are 
Co . Ltd , Rajahbhat Tea Co , Ltd , 

Tea Co , Ltd , Atal Tea Co , Ltd , and T^loiJ. 
Tea Co , Ltd , representing a total area o ^ ‘ J 
9,417 acres, and a total area under tea o 4i 

The companies for which the firrn 
representing a total area of grants 09,0— < 
and a total area under tea of 50,098 acres, , 


I 
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follow*? linpcrnl Tci Co , Ltd , Brifisii Assam 
Tea Co, Ltd . Ilakm Tea Co, Ltd , Dooloo- 
jjrnm Ten Co , Ltd , Gmgia Iia Co , Ltd , East 
India and Ce\ion Tea Co , Ltd , Empire of India 
and Cc\lon Tea Co , Ltd , Bormali Ian Tea Co , 
Ltd , Nilpiir Tea Co , Ltd , National lea Co , 
Ltd , and the Sai Kowali Tea Co , Ltd 

agents for the Tmgamirv lea Seed Co, 
Ltd, ^Icssrs McLeod and Co ait It^ponsIblc 
for the disposal of approMinately 1,600 maunds 
of tea seed each \ear of the following well-known 
t\pes “ Tingamira *\ssim,” “ Tinganma 
Manipnri,” “ Goipani Assam,” ” Kulclui Mani- 
puri ” Most of the crop is sold m Northern and 
Southern India, but a considerable quantitx is 
also exported to Ja\a, Sumatra, and Ken\a 
Colony 

In the highb competitive trade of tea boxes 
the firm represent Luralda, Ltd , m India Large 
stocks arc carried b^ them in Calcutta to meet 
urgent orders, and an average annual sale of 
approximately 150,000 complete chests has been 
reached during recent years 

TRIANGLE LEAD MILLS CO , LTD , a 
prnaite compan\, w is formed in 1926, and is 
managed b\ Messrs McLeod and Co De\oted 
to the production of lead foil for tea box linings 
and other uses, its works are situated in Kidder- 
pore, and all the lead-rolling machinery' is elec- 
trically driven 

Messrs McLeod and Co control as managing 
agents the Gopalichuck Coal Co , Ltd , in the 
Manbhoom district, the output of W'hich has been 
sold forw’ard by private contract for a considerable 
period , and under normal conditions none of the 
coal comes on the public market 

Messrs McLeod and Co deal wath the adminis- 
tration and operation of five light railw'ay' com- 
panies, as well as undertake surveys and reports 
These fi\ e companies represent a capital of 
Rs 11,000,000, all of W’hich has been subscribed 
m India The\ earn' an average of 2,100,000 
passengers per annum, with a train mileage of 
420,000 miles 

The firm are also managing agents of the 
Tezpur Balipara Tramway Co , Ltd , in Assam, 
which was formed m 1893 for the benefit of the 
tea concerns m the Tezpur district of Darrang 
That company acts as a link between the gardens 
on the north bank of the river and the steamer 
station at Tezpur 

BRITANNIA ENGINEERING CO , LTD , 

commenced its activities under the management 
of Messrs McLeod and Co in 1917, its objects 
being to specialise m the production of spare parts 
for jute-mill machinery This object w'as soon 
attained, and the company then turned its atten- 
tion to the production of cotton and tea machi- 


ner\ Its works, coloring an area of six acres 
ol land, alongside the mam line of the Eastern 
Bengal RaiKvay , near Tittaghur, include a smiths’ 
shop, containing a full equipment of drop stamps 
.ind the usual plant and appliances for the manu- 
f.icturc of material for lailways In the foundry' 
there IS ample capacity for the production of iron 
castings up to ten tons in W'eight, and particu- 
larly castings suitable for mass production The 
machine shop is equipped w'lth the latest type of 
machine tools and is capable of handling every' 
description of high-class w'ork, specialising in 
the gear cutting of spur, bevel, worm, single and 
double helical w'hcels and milling machine work 
In the forge and smiths’ shop is undertaken the 
manufacture of couplings, buffers, spindles, 
hooks, draw' bars, axle guards, keis and waggon 
locks used on the several raiKvavs in India 

One of the many interesting and important 
features of the works is the manufacture of com- 
plete machines, such as looms, softners, cop 
winders, etc , for jute mills and patent tea-rolling 
machines for tea gardens A full range of tea 
machinery' designed and manufactured at the 
works has also been placed on the market 

Messrs McLeod and Co operate largely m 
the export of jute to \arious countries, principally 
to Europe and America Ihey are also large 
importers and exporters of material for all 
departments of the many undertakings which 
they control, including the Solano Estates, 
which are situated in the neighbourhood 
of G^a, Shahabad and Patna These estates 
haae an interesting record, dating back 
to 1820, w'hen one Joaquim Solano came to 
India as a surgeon in the Spanish Navy After 
several years’ successful trading m India and 
China he was able to buy a factory' m Bengal 
W'lth the profits, and since tlien the property has 
passed from man to man and has developed 
considerably' 

The telegraphic addresses of Messrs McLeod 
and Co are ” Kelvin,” ” Dimples,” and ” Out- 
line,” and they use all the standard codes, as 
well as private 

Amongst the other agencies held by the firm 
are 

Dollar Line 
Admiral Line 

D^ey, Taxman i Co , Ltd , Steam Engines and 
Boilers, Oil Engines, etc 

Brnnton’s, iMannfactnrers of ilild Steel Shafting and 
Machinery Eod 

Hargreaves ^ Co , L+d , Turbines and Engines 
of all descriptions 

Bwyrus i Co , iManufacturers of all Machinen for 
Excavating, Dredging !Mming etc 
Dobson d. Barlo-a , Ltd , ilakers of Textile (Colton) 
Machinery ol all kinds 
The Lalsenah Indigo Concern 
The Trranaddv Flotilla Co 
The Eajghat y Fnrroivah Estates, Ltd 
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MACNbiLL and CO , Merchants and Agents, 2, Fairlie Place 


It is a very noteworthy fact that the great com- 
mercial and industrial development of Calcutta 
has been contributed to very materially by Scots- 
men Most of the principal firms in the cit) 
bear Scottish names , and a ver} striking charac- 
teristic of this is that notwithstanding the great 
interests which they control they still retain tlie 
designations under which they were started, and 
are not limited liability companies Scottish 
enterprise and ability apparently must not be 
regarded as in association with limitations of any 
kind, aieither of nomenclatuie nor aspirations 
towards the acquisition of the wherewithal so 
absolutel} indispensable in the whole fabric of the 
life of the world Probably in no city in the 
British overseas dominions can Scotsmen cite w'lth 
greater pride and justification more noteworth) 
achievements b}' their countrymen than the 
examples provided in that connection by Cal- 
cutta There is something about engineering and 
merchandising on a big scale that seems pecu- 
liarly adapted to the Scottish mind, which, accre- 
dited with minute and constant scrutiny of the 
most negligible financial token, is doubtless b\ 
that very quality pecuharl}' and specially qualified 
for careful management of the vast totality into 
which little details can result 

Be that as it may, the business of Messrs Mac- 
neill and Co , for instance, affords an excellent 
example of Scottish enterprise and abilitj in the 
commerce and industry of Calcutta It was 
founded in 1872 by Messrs Duncan Macneill and 
John Mackmnon, names that proclaim their origin 
beyond doubt or peradventure Many changes 
have naturally occurred m the personnel of the 
firm through death and retirement, but m the 
board room m the firm’s magnificent offices at 
2, Fairlie Place, the interesting array of portraits 
of the distinguished partners who succeeded the 
original founders are nearly all of Scotsmen 
The present partners are The Rt Hon The Vis- 
count Inchcape of Strathnaver, GvC S I , 
G C M G , K C I E , Hon Kenneth Mackav , 
Hon Alexander Shaw , G F Hotblack , H H 
MacLeod and W F Reynolds, London , W N C 
Grant, E G Abbott and J Y Philip, Calcutta 
The influence of Messrs Macneill and Co ’s 
activities permeates much of the business life of 
Northern India as well as of Calcutta In the 
staple product of Eastern Bengal, jute, thev are 


largely interested, and are Alanaging Agents of 
the Ganges Manufacturing Co , Ltd , wdiose mill 
IS equipped with 2,004 looms, half of winch arc 
for weaving heavy sacking, and the balance for 
lighter fabrics They control also the work of 
the Ganges Rope Co , Ltd , which turns out 
large quantities of rope and lines of all kinds 
Messrs Macneill and Co , as agents for tlie 
Rivers Steam Navigation Co , Ltd , are doing, and 
have done, a ver^^ groat deal in connection nitli 
inland navigation In that connection they ha\e 
a splendid fleet of steamers built speciall) for pas 
senger and freight trade between Calcutta, Aasam, 
and Cachar 


The firm are likewise vera extensivel} engaged 
in the tea industry' of Nortliern India Thei arc 


managing agents ot 
Bnghjan Tea Co , Ltd 
Rhiibandhar Tea Co , Ltd 
Aloiaghat Tea Co , Ltd 
Naijgdala Ten Co , Ltd 
New Assam Valley Tea Co Ltd 
Ken Monkhooshi Tea Co , Ltd 
Bukhial Tea Estates, Ltd 
Dnau Tea Co , Ltd 
Sonaaaipa Tea Co , Ltd 
and agents for 

Tarrapore Tea Co , Ltd 
Scottpore Tea Co , Ltd 
Gieenwood Ten Co, lAd 
Doodpultee Ten Co , Ltd 
Cossipoie Ten Co, Ltd 
Upper Assam Tea Co Ltd 
Westeiai Cachar Tea Co , Ltd 
Northern Dooms Ten Co, Ltd 
Tlianai Tea Co , Ltd 
Koyah Tea Co Ltd 
^tajagram Ten Co Ltd 
Assam Estates, Ltd 
Kallaiii Ten Co , Ltd 

Dilkoosh Tea Estate , 

The extensive interests of Messrs Macneill an 
Co may also be further indicated bv their being 
managing agents of 

Ganges Piinting Co, Ltd 
Equitable Coal Co , Ltd 
Aldili Coal Co , Ltd 
Mundulpooi Coal Co , Ltd 
Nodihn Coal Co , Ltd 
West Jainuria Coal Co , Ltd 


Dhemo JIaiii Colheiies, Ltd 
Ganges Transpoit C Trading Co , Ltd 
Assam Raihiajs A Trading Co , ktd ,, 

The firm’s telegraphic address is 
[^lalcutta, and the codes used bt tliem are 
mil’s, ABC Vli edition, and Bentlea s 


RIVERS STEAM NAVIGATION CO , LTD 2, Fairlie Place 

The Riveiis Steam NAnoATioK Co, Ltd, was are flats, together with 130 ^ joind) 

formed m 1862 under the name of the New River character, but including 20 vessels 
Steam Co , but was reconstructed in 1873, and 
converted into a limited liability' compan-s with a 
capital of ^100,000, w'hich has since been 
increased 

The fleet originally' consisted of 3 steamers and 
" flats, but now' comprises a total of 417 ves‘=els, 
of which 1 21 are steamers or launches, and 166 


cliaracter, out inciuaing -iu [..a; 

w'lth the India General Nawgation an 
Co , Ltd (Ijc 

Messrs Macneill and Co are agen 
Rivers Steam Navigation Co , Ltd , 
have for a considerable number of . as- 

tbemselves largely m connection ^nd 

senger and freight traffic between 
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Vssam, Cacinr and otlior places Messrs Mac- 
neil! and Co lia\c Incn pionccis in icdiicinq: the 
cost of transfer of yfoods, in securing grcatci 
rcgu]arit\ in the time-table, and in pro\iding 
bcttci accommodation for pa'-scMiqcis 

The \\atci\\a\s ti nersed b\ the \tssels of the 
Rners Steam Na\igation Co, Ltd, extend 
through Hcntral, \ssam, L nited Pioximes, and 
Behar and Oussv, and the extent of the rners 
naeicratcd is 5,163 miles J he Rners Steam 
\a\igation Co, Ltd, and the India Cemral 
\a\iqition ind Raiiw n Co , 1 td , ha\e eon- 
joinlh est ibhshed m m\ fist d ul\ seieices on the 
Brahmaputia, also lictueen (lodundo and \ara- 
\anq:anj and Chandpur and m the Delta, workincf 
in connection with the Lastern Bengal and the 
Assam Bengal Railwaes s\ stems In addition 
thc\ haee speeial steamer-, and flats foi eon\c\ing 
raw ]utc to the nulls on the Hooqfhh Rner 

The principal doikvard of tlie Rners Steam 

LYONS (INDIA), LTD , 

of the important companies in Calcutta are 
subsidiaries of world renowned concerns in Great 
Britain Thus it is with Messrs Leons (India), 
Ltd , which was formed in 1922 for the purpose 
of dealing with the great tea interests of Messrs 
J Leons and Co , Ltd , London, that had for 
mane }cars preeiousle been entrusted to local 
agents 

The premises of Messrs Leons (India), Ltd , 
at II, British Indian Street, are not impressiee 
architecturalle , but the luglile skilled actieities 
conducted there are exceedingl} interesting and 
instructiee in eieee of the fact that upon them 
depend in no small measure the remarkable aroma 
and general high quaht} of the renoeemed L}ons’ 
tea 

The department where e\er\ grade of tea from 
the plantations of Northern India is tasted is 
appointed w ith marble counters and an elaborate 
s^stem of receptacles for the numerous samples 
and with e\er} thing indeed that knowledge and 
experience can suggest for the perfection of the 
work therein performed In that department the 
results obtained determine the blending done in 
the compan^ ’s large premises in Hide Road, 
where \er\ man\ people are emplo\ed 

After the various qualities of tea are blended 
according to the firm’s fastidious formulae, the 
tea IS put up into packets, each w^eighmg respec- 
ti\eh ilb , Mb . ^Ib , 2oz , loz , ^oz The tea 
IS also packed in hermetically sealed tins and 
these, as well as the packets, are in growing 
demand throughout India although it was not 
until No\ ember, 1926, that L^ons’ tea was first 
placed on the retail markets there 

Of course, all the blending of the firm’s famous 
tea IS not done at Calcutta The tea for Alessrs 
J L\ons and Co , Ltd , London, is sent in great 
quantities m the lead-lined lea chests used b} 
all shippers of tea Much of it is reccned at the 


Natigalion Co , Ltd , is under the control of 
Messis M.icneill and Co , and is situated at 
(.i.irdcn Reach It has 2 dr} docks, 4 slipw'ats, 
3 of which include transverse grids capable of 
Rcommodating 3 to 5 \essels at the same time 
It coters 45 acres, and has a rner frontage of 
2,300 feet Six budding slips and extensive avork- 
shops hate been rccentl\ erected and equipped 
with modem mathinert, where constructional and 
repairing work of all kinds is carried on The 
steamers of the P and O and B I S N Com- 
panies are dealt with at the dock}ard, and some 
thousands of workmen are constant!} emplo}ed 

W orksliops — owned jointh with the India 
Genera! Natigation Co , Ltd — are established at 
seteral of the large up-countr} stations, and capa- 
cious warehouses for dealing with the immense 
trafiic in merchandise are located at Juggernath- 
ghat, Kidderpore, Armenian Ghat, Nimtollah and 
other places m the neighbourhood of Calcutta 

II, British Indian Street 

London docks into the barges of Messrs J 
L}ons and Co , Ltd , which bring it in bond, m 
freights of 50 tons, \ia the Grand Junction Canal, 
to the prmte dock alongside the firm’s great 
premises at Greenford The tea goes direct to a 
bonded store on the premises and is there dealt 
with b} the retenue officers until drawn out for 
blending and use 

Some consignments of tea and other commodi- 
ties are despatched in sealed railwa} trucks to 
\arious points at which the firm ha\e distributing 
depots, these being situated in the raihvae com- 
panies’ goods warehouses For man} other con- 
signments road vehicles work between London 
and Manchester, Liverpool, Bristol, Nottingham, 
Birmingham, Southampton, Portsmouth, and 
other large centres 

The Greenford factor} coe ers an area of 70 
acres and deals not onl} with tea, but also with 
coffee, cocoa, custard powder, toffee, chocolates, 
and confectioner} 

Cadby Hall, the headquarters of J Lions and 
Co , Ltd , at Kensington, London, covers more 
than ten acres of land, and extensions and new' 
buildings are proceeding there continuall} Be- 
sides the head offices, Cadb} Hall is occupied bt 
the bakeries, kitchens, and the ice-cream depart- 
ment 

The 10,000,000 meals supplied b} Alessrs 
Lions to the British public eien week come 
mainh from Cadbi Hall , but there are auxiliary 
bakeries in Lancashire and A’orkshire, and m the 
AA'est and South of England, to meet the proi in- 
cial catering requirements 

There are additional factories and distributing 
centres in lanous parts of London , these include 
the sweet-boihng and the motor, plant, printing 
and stabling departments, besides factories at 
Greenford There is in the citi a wine cellar of 
1 000,000 bottles There are also factories for 
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die making of sweets at Shepherdess Walk, City 
Road, for shop decorations at ClerkenAvell, print- 
ing works at Willesden, laundries at Camber- 
well, motor repairs at Park Royal, etc , etc 
Here are some illuminating figures 
Total numbei of einplojees of J L>ons Co , 

Ltd , iieaily 30^000 

iotal nnmber of moals served to the general 
public pel M eok 10,000,000 

IS umber of menus used pei ^\eek all the jenr 
^ round 35^g00 

Numbei of packets of tea sold per d-iv 1,000,000 

Number of loai es leaving Cadby Hall bakeiy 
per hour 10,000 

Numbei of lolls leaiing Cadby Hall bakeiv dailj 300,000 

Messrs Lyons have nearly 200 tea-shops in 
London and suburban areas , also the Trocadero , 
the Popular Cafe, two Corner Houses (m Coven- 
trj' Street and the Strand) , and two Maison 
Lyons (in Ovford Street and Shaftesbury Avenue) 
There are two State Cafes at Liverpool and Man- 
chester There are also tea-shops at Brighton, 
Eastbourne, Birmingham, Sheffield, Leeds, Not- 
tingham, Wolverhampton, Bristol, Bradford, and 
elsewhere, making nearly 40 in the provinces 
alone 


The permanent staff of Messrs Lyons comprises 
nearly 30,000 people, a figure quite without 
approach m any other catering organisation 
1 his staff contains all manner of persons, profes- 
sional men, craftsmen, electricians, butchers, 
bakers, cooks, and all tlie rest Included in the 
list are dentists, chiropodists, and even mani- 
curists, who are available to look after tlie physical 
comfort and well-being of the mammoth staff 


'Hso included in the list are se\eral hundreds 
of musicians, probably the last kind of profession 
one would expect to see on a business firm’s pa) 
list , but, as a matter of fact, Lyons, who were the 
pioneers in England in the provision of music m 
tea-shops and restaurants, spend no less titan 

150,000 a )ear on music alone 

Interwoven with all the Lyons’ developments 
since the small commencement of the business in 
1887, and making romances of themsehes, are 
the stories of the Trocadero, the hotels, the ban- 
quets, the 8,000 guests who were catered for at 
Ol3mpia for the “ Daily Mail ” and allied news- 
paper staffs at the invitation of the late Lord 
Northcliffe, the King’s parties at "Windsor, the 
^>500 guests of Lord Strathcona at Aberdeen, 
when the compan}^ sent down everytliing, waiters 
included, from London by special tram and pre 
pared man}' of the dishes on the journey, the 
Masonic banquet at Olympia, at which 8,000 
diners were present , and the wonderful record at 
Wemble} during the first }ear of the British 
Empire Exhibition 

A whole volume could well be devoted to the 
great business of Messrs J Lyons and Co , Ltd , 
but sufficient has probably been said to indicate its 
enormous dimensions and the service it renders to 
the British public 

The Managing Director of hlessrs Lyons 
(India), Ltd , is Mr C J Lyst, and the other 
directors are Messrs H H Bentlej, and W 1 
Gibsonv The company’s telegraphic address is 
the appropriate one of “ Teaspoons,” Calcutta, 
and the codes used are Bentley’s and private 


DAVENPORT and CO , LTD , Merchants and Agents, 135, Canning Street 


No name has been longer connected with the tea 
industry of Northern India tlian that of Daven- 
port Mr J Davenport, founder of the business 
indicated above, was one of the first four tea 
buyers in Calcutta The industry may be said to 
have started when the Sibsagar (Jaipur) planta- 
tions of the Government -were sold in 1840 to The 
Assam Company, the first tea concern, which was 
anything but prosperous during tlie first fifteen 
years of its existence But about 1852 it began 
to improve, and ^vlth that success the tea industry 
appeared so promising and attractive that specu- 
lators eagerly rushed into it The discovery of 
the indigenous tea in Sylhet and Cachar gave the 
impetus for an expansion of the industry into the 
Surma Valley, and thereafter the whole of the 
upper portions of the province of Assam might 
be described as converted into a huge tea planta- 
tion About this time (1853-1855) tea planting 
was organised in Darjeeling, and shortly after 
followed Chittagong, Chota Nagpur, and the 
Dooars, ultimately tea cultivation spread over 
every district m India, where there was the least 
hope of success 

After the temporary' collapse of the industry in 
1865-67 many of the estates were sold for any- 
thing they would fetch, and so were created not 


a few' of the large tea-agency firms in Calcutta 
Amongst the earliest of them were Messrs 
McKnight, Anderson and Co , long since defunct, 
whose tea purchases w'ere entrusted to Mr J 
Davenport In 1885 that gentleman took o\cr 
the business of Lloy'd and Cov after it Iiad gone 
into liquidation, and resuscitated it under t le 
name of Davenport and Co , now one of t ic 
most notew'orthy' commercial undertakings in 
Calcutta Mr John Davenport died in ^ 9 ^*’ 
in 1925 the firm w'as formed into a limited la 
bility' company', the directors being Mr J 
Davenport, the founder’s son, who lias 
nected w'lth the business since 1906, Mr ^ 
Magnus, and Mr E A Collin 

Tea has ever formed the principal ^mm 1 
handled by Messrs Davenport and Co , ’ 

and they are very' large shippers of it to . 
of the w'orld, especially America, < ‘ ' 

Australia, and the British Isles m 
Managing Agents of 

Hasimnrn Tea Co , Ltd 
Hnldiban Tea Association, Ltd 
Sonai Rivei Tea Co , Ltd 
Nu^^ Clinmto lea Co , Ltd 
Hopeto\ n Tea Co , Ltd 
Gulma Tea Co , Ltd 
Pussimljing Tea Co , Ltd 
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Tiinisong In Co , Lt 1 
Belgnchi Jci Co, LUl 
Setrctanc'? of 
O'itBc 'icn Co 
roostn \ t11p\ Tct Co , Ltd 
\gonts for 

Rritisli DtnjooliiiR Tn Co Lid 
\nil)iii T n to, Ltd 
Niiddca Ipt Co, Ltd 
LuMiii Ten Co lad 
Salnlnd 1 o > Co Lid 

riic‘:c coinbinid companies line under ciiltna- 
lion a total aic i of i^,oSo acres 

The firm’s extensile attiiilies m connection 
with the tea industr) led to llie deielopment of 
the other chief sections of then business, m 7 that 
of engineering, more e'-peeialK as relating to con- 
structional work in connection with lea planta- 
tions, such as the erection of factories, witiuiing 
houses, godowns, roof trusses, residences, coolie 
lines The engineering department deals <ilso 
with all kinds of agricultural implements, wood- 
working, and other m<iehincr\, engine pumps, oils 
and paints, metals, tools, and, m fact, general 
requirements for railwa3S, shipping, mills, 
eolherics, ete 

Messrs Daienport and Co , Ltd , are secre- 
taries of Bell’s United Asbestos (India), Ltd , 
subsidian to the renowned Bell’s L^nited Asbestos 

MARSHALL, SONS and CO (INDIA), LTD 
Road Rollers, etc , 99, Clive 

It is beheied that full) 8o per cent of the steam 
engines m India ha\e been manuiactured by 
Messrs Marshall, Sons and Co , Ltd , whose 
Britannia Works, established since 1848, 
at Gainsborough, England, occupi an area of 
about 45 acres and gue emplo3ment to 5,000 
workmen From the commencement of their 
business that well-knowm firm formed connections 
With India, where, through the excellence of its 
senice and supplies, its trade had attained great 
development b3' the 3 ear 1914 

The difficulty m obtaining spare parts and 
replacements during the War for the vast volume 
of machiner3 manufactured b3' the compan3' and 
in use in India made it imperative that a works 
should be started in that counti^r for the manufac- 
ture of certain lines of machiner3' of fundamental 
importance to indigenous industries, notabU the 
tea mdustn Accordinglv a separate companv, 
entitled Marshall, Sons and Co , (India), Ltd , 
W'as formed and commenced operations on 
March 27, 1919 

It IS probable that no individual firm of engi- 
neers has done more to foster indigenous indus- 
tries in an3" counti^'- than have Messrs Marshall, 
Sons and Co (India), Ltd , in India While 
most carefulh stud3ing the needs of the countr3, 
nnd keeping abreast of the times m scientific 
design, so that their steam engines, boilers, and 
machines of eier3' description are tboroughh up- 
to-date and of the highest efficienci , the\ hai e 
Mwais kept in mind and exemplified the para- 
F 


Co , Ltd , London, manufacturers of the ever- 
l.isting “ Bigsix ” <isbcstos-ccmcnt corrugated 
roofing They are hkcw'isc secretaries of Lewis 
and 13 lor. Ltd , and agents for the following 
II L hoclnit cl Co 

A A. 1' Pinkos cl Co , Ikd , Biiiningluini 
Aclipsoii nin]iliitc Co , Ni ignia I'nlls 
flic Bioun liistiimicnt Co, I’lnliidolpliin 
Cioniil Lngiiiccnng Co, Ltd, New ciistle-on Tyne 
irciiii Wells Oil Co , Ltd , London nnd Snlfoid 
Chniles Binglmin A. Co , London 
‘ Bi inico ” (1924), Ltd Coiontii 
I'oninite Fiicfoini Ltd, London 
E\ois oi James Mills, Ltd , Biedbui} 

Biiiis A, Co , Ltd , Shcfiiold 
August's ^Iiifllo Fiirmcc, Ltd , Halifax 
nnbblc A Sandoison, I^td , Sheffield 
linnek Mnntifaelui ing Co New Yoik 
\llo\ Welding Piocessos Ltd , London 
I' nil banks Co, London 

■Unbrcnkable Piillei A, lilill Gearing Co , AInncbesler 
Murk On Bickeiton A Dnv Ltd , Stockport 
Noil is llcnti A Gai-dneis Ltd , London nnd Mnn- 
chestei 

Pnrkci Winder A Acliiiieli, lAd , Bii-mingham 

Tlios Piggott A Co , Ltd , Biimingliam 

II I rtobei-ts, London 

Stale Vssiiinnce Co, Ltd 

Ocean \ccident A Gnaiantee Coiporntion, Ltd 

The telegraphic address of Messrs Davenport 
and Co , Ltd , is “ Davenports,” Calcutta, and 
thei use all the standard codes 

, Manufacturers of Steam Engines and Boilers, 
Street Works : Agarpara 

mount importance of simplicity of operation and 
continuiti of service 

E\er3' tea garden in India is equipped with 
machiner3 designed and manufactured by Mar- 
shall, Sons and Co , Ltd In practically every 
towm and village will be found Marshall’s steam 
engines and boilers, driving flour-mills, nce-mills, 
oil-mills, cotton-gins, spinning and w^eaving 
sheds, and the like 

Irrigation and w^aterworks engineers have all 
used Marshall’s machiner3 in the construction of 
their notable projects The great forests of India, 
if explored to the heart, will reveal Marshall’s 
engines and boilers and saw -milling machmerx 
Not a raihvay in India has been built except with 
the aid of Marshall’s portable engines, driving 
pumps, mortar mills, concrete mixers, disinte- 
grators, etc There is scarcely a mile of first- 
class road in India xvhich has not been consoli- 
dated w'lth a Marshall’s road roller 

The works at Agarpara (Eastern Bengal Rail- 
w-ay), situated close to Calcutta, haxe been speci- 
ally designed and equipped with the most modern 
appliances not only to manufacture machiner3, 
but also to repair and re-condition plants of exery 
description 

Messrs Marshall, Sons and Co (India), Ltd , 
manufacture all kinds of fixed and portable 
steam engines and oil engines, boilers, road 
rollers, asphalt mixing plants, threshing machines, 
flax machmerx, tea machinery, oil mills and mor- 
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tar mills, and specialise in the supply and erec- 
tion of complete plants for cotton ginning, spin- 
ning and weaving, rice, flour and oil milling, 
pumping, stone breaking, mortar mixing, and 
disintegrating 

They maintain in India a large and fully quali- 
fied stair of engineers, and have branches at Cal- 
cutta, Bombay, Lahore, Madras, Bezwada, 
Coimbatore, Tanjore, Karachi, and Rangoon, 
where large stocks of machiner) and spare parts 
are kept in specially constructed warehouses 


Messrs Marshall, Sons and Co (India), Ltd, 
are agents for the following — 

W H Baxtei, Lfd , Leeds 
Blackman Export Co , London 
Blnckstone Co , Ltd , Stamford 
Boilenng, Ltd , London 

Chubb Son’s Lock Safe Co , Ltd , London 
J Hairison Caiter, Dunstable 
Engelberg Huller Co , SxTacuse, New Yoik 
G-ivynnes, Ltd , Hammersmith, London 
Haywaid, Tylei Co, Ltd, London 
A Ransome ik Co, Ltd, New ark -on Trent 
Rose, Downs &, Tliompson, Ltd , Hull 


HALL and ANDERSON, LTD , Departmental 

E\ PUT business establishment catering to retail 
tiade assumes an indniduaht} of its own Some 
become specialised in cheap goods of correspond- 
ing quality, others exemplify “the little more 
nnd how much it is, and the little less and what 
worlds away ’ ’ , and a few are operated on lines 
that have no special bearing on the multifarious 


Stores, Chowringhee Road and Park Street 

growth, but a steady evolution of the scientific 
principles regulating all the details of their busi 
ness There is no haphazard replenishing of the 
stock in Its numerous departments On the con 
trary, its organisation is such that the minutest 
details are studied with a care that results in 
shipments from the best sources of production 



SCENES IN THE PREMISES OF 


requirements of the masses, but are regulated 
entirely by an undeviating regard for the superla- 
tive demands of the fastidious rninority In an 
attempt to portray the individuality of the larp 
Sus Jss of Messrl Hall and Anderaon, Ltd the 
simplest method is to form a general estimate of 
the likes and dislikes of the entire cultured com- 
munity of Calcutta m goods of every description, 
and say that this discriminating British firm, long 
experienced in anticipating as well as meeting the 

Bucluationsof demand and '“PP'yi. ’y'/JSrand 
In a correct interpretation of all that is best ana 

most suitable for the '<*'“y“r“;'„YSTeco"tt- 
rouhn’e of life An Mhicfement of this nature 

r:;rbe much simper in ^ny cen.^ 

:ng such a medlet Pf Pcalcutta The attain- 

oTiSssrs kail and Anderson, Ltd , to the 
irent n,ithoritalive exponents of the adapta- 

rdni'oMhnusS dass o 1 merehandise to Cal- 
cnte's eosmopolitan trade is of no mushroom 



HALL and ANDERSON, LTD 


erseas of materials not only embodyi^ t ^ 
test improvements in texture and 
50 in those innumerable charade c 
ality and suitability which are ess^t d 
iproval of the discerning public that ^ ‘ 
confidently and appreciating]}’ ot 

MHien the business was started ^ ^JeS 
1891 fashions in apparel were ^ dais 
3m what the} are to-day ' .gts Icg-of* 

the long sweeping dresses, tigh ^ 

utton sleeves, and and scn^i- 

riking contrast to the ‘ ’charming') 

ht} of the feminine Hall and 

spla}ed in the sections of f Cnkuttn 

uderson’s store with which ^ , jj^ux and 

c so familiar From the outfit- 

illes m the Victorian era o^^incd 
,d doubtless there are stil nor . 0 

imes who recall with emotmn j,n,l 

,eir wedding trousseaux ™ ‘ c the Queen 
nderson. Ltd , when ^od ^ 

as the finale of ever} public perjor 
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Ihc piLinibOi, (the firnrs oun propert} ) have 
two stoic\b., OLLup} nn area of about two acres, 
yne cmploMuciU to between 300 and 400 persons, 
bate a mag'nilicenl window displaj of Soo feet, and 
form one of the largest shopping emporiums in 
tlie Indian Umpire Enlarged from lime to lime 
to meet the constant detelopmenl of the business, 
the liandsome and eMensne establishment is a 
testimon\ to the popularitj of Us ier\ ice and sup- 
plies and the ab^hl^ with which the business is 
m inaged The entrance in Park Street is e\cep- 
tionalh imposing, and Us rich and artistic charac- 
ter IS without duplicate m an} other store m the 
Orient The internal appointments are on a scale 
of elegance eonformable to the wealth of beautiful 
and utilitarian goods displaced \erv artisticall} 
throughout the man\ sections Each ol these is 
so complete, and conducted on such manifest high- 
class lines, that it is realh chnicult to saj which is 
most wortln of encomium Gentlemen as well as 
ladies are catered for bt Messrs^ Hall and Ander- 
son, Ltd , with notcwortln discrimination, and in 
the dressmaking, milliner} , and tailoring depart- 
ments experts fulfil the most exacting demands 
and interpret the latest fashions m e\cr} thing 
that can be associated with apparel for both sexes, 
and for all occasions 

Much could be written on the departments for 
furniture, carpets, curtains, linen, china, and glass- 
ware, etc , an inspection of which in\ariabl} leads 


to more extensive purchases than are intended on 
fiist entering, for the .illuremcnts to bu} are so 
potent because of novelt} and goodness, of 
delightful harmony and adaptability to every pos- 
sible need, that Messrs Hall and Anderson, Ltd , 
ma\ regard their household departments wath W'ell 
justified pride and satisfaction Perhaps the latter 
word IS inadmissible 1 he expression of art never 
attains satisfaction, but reaches out ever to the 
infinite, and is alwa}s dissatisfied w'lth present 
achie\ements, however great they may be Art 
and utilit} ' That combination may be termed 
the ke}notc of the popular business m question, 
which IS much larger than is indicated by its fine 
premises 

Messrs Hall and Anderson, Ltd , are also large 
contractors to man} of the commercial undertak- 
ings m India, and ha\e a branch at Darjeeling 
The} ha\ c the honour of appointment to H M the 
King-Emperor, also to The Lord Ining, Viceroy 
and Go\ emor-General of India 

The business was founded b} Iilessrs P M 
Hall and W Anderson, go\eming directors of 
the compan} into which the firm w^as formed m 
1913, The other directors are Messrs F P Mil- 
ford, H R Norton, and W Shirras The com- 
pan\’s telegraphic address is “ Hallson,” and the 
codes used are the ABC 5th edition and 
Bentley’s 


BROOKE BOND INDIA, LTD , Wholesale Tea Merchants, Blenders and Packers, 

2, Metcalf Street 


WuEx Sidne} Smith, the witt\ cleric of the nine- 
teenth century, femently said “ Thank God for 
tea, I am glad I was not bom before tea,” it is 
quite certain he w'as not accustomed to tea like the 
insipid kind sometimes inflicted upon one in India 
Wh^ does one fail so often to get good tea there ^ 
The explanation is simple The tropical climate 
of India, so necessar}" for the grownng of tea, is 
liable to rum it after it has been plucked and 
manufactured It frequent!} happens that this 
extremely sensitive product is spoiled before it 
reaches the consumer Tea that has lost its 
fla\our and stimulating properties has nothing to 
recommend it at all One may as well dnnk hot 
w ater 

^’anous tipes of tea containers have been tried 
in the hope of o\ ercoming this difficult} But the 
problem w^s ne\er realh sohed until the introduc- 
tion of the Brooke Bond patent ^ acuum tin That 
method of packingcertainl} represents an adequate 
solution for tlie difficulty , for tea so packed wnll 
remain m perfect condition, not onl} for weeks 
and months, but for }ears The tin is air-tight 
and damp-proof, and before being sealed is emptied 
of air The tea is left in a y acuum Detenora- 
tion eyen to the slightest extent is impossible 
Alessrs Brooke Bond haye the sole rights for this 
process m India The cost of y acuum packing is 
not great, and as Messrs Brooke Bond pack a 


yer} large quantity b} the process, tlie cost of it, 
yyhen yyorked out on each single pound, is so 
small as to make no difference to tlie price of tea 
The great Brooke Bond Compan} is represented 
in India by its subsidiar}, Brooke Bond India, 
Ltd , yylnch yvas formed in 1912, has its head- 
quarters at Calcutta, and branches at Madras, 
Bomba}, Ahmedabad, Karachi, Nagpur, Delhi, 
and Rangoon, and upyyards of 400 dep6ts through- 
out the peninsula The company’s premises at 
Calcutta haye undergone ver}^ great development 
as the result of the continual increasing demand 
for the famous Brooke Bond teas in their unsur- 
passed containers Their factor}^ in Hide Road 
gnes emplo}ment to about 500 persons, occupies 
an area of about fiym acres, and is admirably 
situated alongside the Port raihya}, yvhich greatly 
facilitates the reception of their huge quantities 
of tea and, after preparation and blending, the 
despatch of it throughout India and Burma 
Tlie Blending of the Brooke Bond teas is per- 
formed by English experts of y en, long and exten- 
sue experience, and nothing is omitted in tlie 
entire working of the factor} that can contribute 
to the quaht} of its output Machinery is emplo\ed 
to such an extent that hand contact \yith the tea 
is eliminated Scrupulous attention is exercised 
eiervwhere for the maintenance of the utmost 
cleanliness in cyety detail, thus the packers and 
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coolies are supplied by the company with an entire 
cliange of clothing twice a week, and for that 
purpose the company employ a large laundry staff 
Two standard blends of leaf tea are packed in 
tins bearing the company’s w’ell-known autograph 
labels, the colours of which indicate the two 
qualities , thus, red labels are for the first or better 
quaht) , the green labels for the second The 
company’s famous “ Kora ” dust tea is put up 
m yellow packets, and is a household word 
throughout India It is turned out by electrically 
driven machines in exceptionally neat packets, 
ranging in weight from a pice packet up to i lb 
Ihe term “ dust tea ” may be misleading, for it 
is really a “ grainy fanmngs ” from the best gar- 
dens of Northern India, the liquor obtained there- 
from being iich and full of flavour Dust tea is 


without doubt more economic in use, and is made 
into liquor much moie quickly than leaf tea 

The company’s imposing four-storey buildinem 
Metcalf Street forms their headquarters for India, 
and its various departments include one where the 
different qualities of teas from tlie plantations are 
tasted and the subtleties of their varioua blends 
arrived at , the actual blending being performed in 
the Hide Road factory, as already indicated In 
the Metcalf Street establishment is also the 
Export Department, which attends to the shipment 
of the Brooke Bond tea from Calcutta to all parts 
of the world 

The company’s telegraphic address is the 
appropriate one of “ Blenders,” Calcutta, and the 
codes used arc Bentley’s and the A B C sth 
edition 


E THOMSON and CO , LTD , Mechanical Engineers, Wholesale and Retail Ironmongers, 

Hardware Merchants, etc , 9, Esplanade East 


In these days of constant change and the debacle 
that ever menaces by the fluctuations in the value 
of money and its collateral, whether in the form 
of goods or real estate, firms spiing up and vanish 
with astounding rapidity, and the lapse of a few 
years often makes a great diflerence in the nomen- 
clature of the Eastern commercial communities 
Although this has been well exemplified in Cal- 
cutta during the last decade or two, there are, 
however, m striking contrast several very note- 
worthy concerns whose records date back to more 
than lOO years Amongst them is that of Messrs 
T E Thomson and Co , Ltd , which was estab- 
lished in 1820, the )ear of the accession of 
George IV to the Throne, and when the Earl of 
Moira, P C , was Governor General of India 
The continuation of a business for such a long 
period IS no small achievement, especially in Cal- 
cutta, where innumerably more disasters and 
untoward circumstances menace continually the 
men or methods not in perfect adaptation to 
environment than in the more hjgienic and less 
strenuous conditions of life in the homeland The 
vicissitudes of demand and supply can be care- 
fully guarded against, but death ever takes its toll 
of kperienced men of wisdom and keen under- 
standing, and the concerns which under their able 
direction prospered exceedingly, often fade away 
under the management of less capable successor 
Such, however, has not been the case with tlie 
m^.ness under review Fiom its formation in 
dm distant past, when the walls of Fort W.lham 
bristled with the crude guns of the penod, and 
there \\as not a steamer on the Hooghly River. 
Messrs T E Thomson and Co ’s activities have 
continued throughout the succeeding decades on 
the lines of abiht} and integrit) that have e%er 
been their characteristics Kingdoms have risen 
a^d fallen, ancient dynasties hace passed away 
hilt Messrs T E Thomson and Co s business 
has V ithstood all the assaults of time and circum- 


stance , and proved a praiseworthy example of 
English steadfastness in many a commeraal 
crisis Founded by Mr T E Thomson on the 
site now occupied by a portion of the Great 
Eastern Hotel, the business developed steadifi , 
and as the premises became too small for its 
requirements, it was removed in 1853 to No 9, 
Esplanade In that well-known establishment, 
which has been enlarged and improved from 
time to time, and now covers a land area 0 
more than 20,000 square feet, is displajed a 
stock of general hardware, ironmonger}', build- 
ing requirements, tools agricultural and mdus 
trial, machiner}', etc , that embraces the entire 
range of universal supply m that connection, an 
one of the most varied collections of such t imgs 
that can be found anywhere The great 
sion of the business and the need for more var 
house accommodation led the firm to acquire, < 
few years ago, a large site near the Bal 
Railway Station, where they have erec e • 
modern engineering establishment, known a 
Gariahat Engineering Works, and ^ (.^t 

hundreds of persons are emplo}ed under 
European supemnsion ^ 

A few years ago the firm was forme m 
limited liability company, ton), 

Messrs John Shaw and Sons (V . pj 

Ltd The General Manager is Air j ^ 
Wiggett, and the Assistant ,clc- 

Ewart and Mr F J Lane T 
graphic address is “ Hardware p'*" , raph' 

are the A B C sth edition and 1 anteic}. 

They are agents for 

Petteis, Ltd , Yeovil, Oil Lngincs 
Tliomi.s ChaUin, Birminglnm, 

Smith i Wellst<^, Bonnvbn^e, C.m 

Richmond i. Chandler, L , 

Cnishers 

L S Starrett i Co , Fine Tools 
Charlton Silicato Pamt Co , Pamts 
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REMINGTON TYPEWRITER CO (INDIA), LTD , Remington Building, 

d. Council House Street. 


" Tuvrv was no such wotd as Upcwnter until 
Remington made tlic first niacinnc in 1S75 ” So 
the Remington Coinpnin s i\ in tluir ittiutue 
booklets, wlncii also tell of the crudity of the 
first t\pewriter — it wrote onl) uipital letters, and 
had a line shift operated b) a foot tread That 
original t\pcwriter, and also a more elaborate 
one which was exhibited at the Phil idelphia 
Centennial m 1876, are on exhibition in the Rem- 
ington Building in New York The succcssuc 
milestones of Remington progress and leader- 
ship are the first Upcwnter, the first shift-kc\ , 
the first automatic ribbon re\erse, the first deci- 
mal tabulator, the lirst adding and subtracting 
Upewriter, the first kc\-sct tabulator, the first 
self-starting t\pewTitcr, ana the first portable 
Upewriter wath standard kc} board. 

The latest Remingtons ire the last word in 
tjpew'riters The new' Standard No 12 has all 
the qualities for which the Remington Upew’riter 
has alwa\s been famous — unequalled durability, 
reliabiht\ , and capacity to stand up under con- 
tinued hard usage, but the real adiance it demon- 
strates is in its main refinements of construc- 
tion, which combine to make the operation of 
the machine simpler and quieter, and the day ’s 
work much easier, bigger, and quieter 

Other wonderful inventions arc the No 6 
Remington Noiseless, which so effectiveh meets 
Its purpose that a battery of fifty of these 
machines at w'ork causes no disturbance , the new 
Remington Bookkeeping Machine, and the 
Remington Accounting Machine, which are sav- 
ing no end of monev time, and labour all over 
the w'orld The Remington Portable, with its 
case only four inches high, is the most popular 
and most efficient portable machine in existence 
More than 80 per cent of the typewriters used 
m India are Remingtons Their introduction into 
that country' commenced in iSgG through an 
agency at Calcutta, but in 1903 the Remington 
Company, desirous of giving to the people of 
India the same serv'ice as obtained in London, 
New York, and other Western cities, opened at 
Calcutta a branch which has since dev'eloped 
enormously , and is now the headquarters in the 
Indian Empire of the Remington organisation, 
giving emplovment to about 700 persons and 
comprising no fevv'er than 25 offices 

In igi^ the Remington interests in India were 
incorporated under a new company' entitled the 
Remington T^pevvnter Co (India), Ltd , sepa- 
rate and distinct from the parent company , but 
related to it financially Since then, vv'itli the 
remarkable expansion of the business, sub- 
div isions hav'e been effected from time to time 
for the purpose of more efficient operation and 
control, nnd the Remington organisation in 
India IS now as follow'S — 

RnsnxcTox TTPEwnrrER Co (Ixtiia), Ltd , Cal- 
cutta, With offices at Allahabad, Chittagong, 


Simla, Dacca, Delhi, Lucknow, Patna, and 
Caw npore 

RtMIXGTOX 1 TDl UHITtll Co (BoMBAT), LtD , 
Yusuf Building, Bombay', with offices at 
Karachi, Nagpur, Poona, Indore, C 1 , Hydera- 
bad, Deccan, Quetta, and Jubbulpore 



CALCUTTA OFFICES OF REMINGTON 
TYPEWRITER CO (INDIA), LTD 


RtiiixGTOX TypFwniTEn Co (Punjab), Ltd , 

with offices at Lahore, Peshawar Cantt , and 
Rawalpindi 

Remington' Ttpuvriter Co (Bubmah), Ltd , 

with offices at Rangoon and Mandalay' 

Remintton Ttpewriteb Co (Madras), Ltd , 
with offices at Madras and Bangalore 

RtMIN'GTON TTPEVHirEll Co (CeVLON), LtD , 

Del Mel Building, Chatham Street, Colombo 
The managing director of the Indian organisa- 
tion of the Remington Typewriter Company' is 
Mr F J Hull, who joined the business in igoS 
as assistant manager Since his connection with 
It the tumov'er has increased sixfold 

It is worthy of note that the Remington build- 
ing in Calcutta is the only office building actually 
owned by' the Remington Company' outside of 
the United States It gives employment to 
nearly 200 persons, and, like all the other Rem- 
ington offices in India, has a v'ery' efficient depart- 
ment for repairs and the ov'erhauling of macliines, 
which are effected by experts specialising entirely 
in that w'ork year after vear Arrangements are 
now in hand which may result in the near future 
of the erection on the same site of a much more 
palatial structure that will certainly be the finest 
and largest Remington office building outside of 
America 

The Remington Typewriter Co (India), Ltd , 
are agents for the Dalton Adding Machines 
Britannic Calculating Machines, and the office 
equipments of the Kardex Co , Library Bureau, 
Safe Cabinet Co , and the Baker A'awter Co 
The telegraphic address for all the Remington 
offices is “ Remingtons,” and the codes used are 
Bentley’s, Western Union, and the ABC 
5th edition 
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F and C OSLER, LTD , Electrical Engineers and Contractors, 12, Old Court House Street 


Makt of the business undertakings m Calcutta 
are of striking individuality and Avithout duplicate 
in India Among these may be instanced the 
establishment of Alessrs B and C Osier, Ltd , 
which IS exceedingly interesting and instructive 
in connection with the remarkable development in 
India of electricit}' as applied to every possible 
form of power, ventilation, and illumination 



SHOWROOM OF F and C OSLER, LTD 


Afessrs F and C Osier, Ltd , have been estab- 
lished since 1807 at Birmingham, where they have 
large works employing many hundreds of people 
m the manufacture of electric light fittings and 
fans Electric light fittings of their manufacture 
are, of course, known throughout the world for 
quality of design and workmanship, while the 
" Osier ” fan, which may be said to have been 
the pioneer of electric ceiling fans, still retains its 
place in the ver} forefront as a standard by which 
other fans are judged 

Alessrs F and C Osier, Ltd , were established 
m Calcutta in 1847 In their expansive show- 
rooms ma}^ be seen magnificent examples of the 
manufacturers’ art m metal and cut-crystal elec- 
troliers, for which the firm are unsurpassed 
Some idea of the wide range of these is given by 
the accompanying illustration They are avail- 
able for immediate deliver)^, and particularly note- 
worthy are the magnificent electroliers in cut- 
crystal, bronze, and other metals, which form the 
centre pieces of the brilliant display Afany other 
works of art, such as bronze statues, floor and 
table standards, and a wide range of smaller metal 
and crystal fittiners suitable for all conceivable 


situations, combine to make the showrooms in 
question the most attractive of their kind in the 
East 

It is not to be supposed that Alessrs F and C 
Osier’s activities are restricted to the manufacture 
and sale of electric light fittings and fans As 
electrical and mechanical engineers, the} under 
take contracts for the complete installation of 
electric light, power, pumping, ventilating, and 
refrigerating plants, and they have carried out 
numerous important contracts throughout India, 
Nepal, and Afghanistan At the Coronation 
Durbars at Delhi in 1903 and igii thet were 
responsible for a great deal of the electrical work, 
including the whole of the installation m the camp 
of His Majesty the King Emperor 
The Calcutta premises occupy an area of about 
two acres The numerous departments and 
workshops are arranged in a svstem that is the 
outcome of long experience of the best methods 
of procedure, and the work done by them coiers 
practical]} ever}'tbing pertaining to the manufac 
ture and repair of all kinds of appliances foi 
electric power and illumination 

As indicating the wide scope of Alessrs F and 
C Osier’s activities, it may be said that the} in 
addition to handling their own manufactures of 
electric light fittings, fans and heating apparatus, 
are agents in India for the following 

Rees Botuibo centnhigal pumps, condensers 
motors and d^'namos . 

R A Evans, Ltd , electric lifts — passenger, g 
ind SGFVIC6 

Wnltei Mncfnilnne A. Co , ornamental cast iron 
work 

Aletropolitnn-Vickei's’ “ Cosmos ” lamps 

W T Glover A. Co ’s V I R cables and fleMWe 

Exide batteries 

Levland Roturbo poi table fire engines 

An el Mnnufaotunng Co ’’s tools 

British Sangnmo electricity meters , nnd 

Wai-dle Enmneenng Co , wiiterhght nnien 
1 effector fittings 

Stuige A- Baker, Ltd flexible winders 

The Relay Automatic Co , Ltd 
Kohlei Automatic Co ’s fans and 

Bombay, 


ILG Electnc Ventilating Co 
blow ers 

The firm have branches at 


Lahore, and Aladras The telegraphic adores 
“ Oslerco ” at all offices, and the codes 
the ABC 6th edition and prn ate 


C LAZARUS and COi, LTD , 


The business of Alessrs C Lazarus and Co , 
Ltd IS the largest and oldest of its kind in the 
Indian Empire, and there are few similar under- 
takino-s m the world with a longer history It 
was founded m 1822, and has since that time 
been an authoritative exponent of fashion and 
fancy m ever} thing appertaining to furniture 
house furnishing, and general decorabon It 
was established m tlie reign of George lA , when 


equipments of homes and offices we niucti 

ferent from what they are to- rciGfn' 

change occurred during the succc 
William IV. and Queen VH vl'cn dT 

mencement of that of Edwar > ^ 

modern st}les may be said to hare 

initiation , . jqn, 

It x\as not, howeier, until abo com- 

tJie firm was formed into a limited liability 
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pui\, tiiat tlic great cclucalional cllccls of modern 
culture began to ha\c their cxpret-sion m innumer- 
able details that had prcMousl) been regarded 
as be\ond the pale of change and impio\cment 
The old st\les, ugh but utilitarian, with their 
horse-hair upholster\ and their antimacassars, 
ha\e gone for e\er Utiht\ is still the dominant 
note, but it is redeemed b\ interpretations of art, 
exquisite in simple and chaste designs An 
inspection of the stock in the large and handsome 
showrooms of Messrs C Lazarus and Co , Ltd 
proeides an object lesson in the requirements of 
to-daj in e\er\ thing pertaining to the equipment 
of the home, but comprthcnsie e as that displa\ 
is, It is totalh inadequate as a representation of 
the Acrsatihte of the firm in the wide domain oT 
their actiMties Thc\ emploe about 400 people, 
and in their factore at Lntallj are produced wood- 
work and upholstere of c\cr\ description 

'\mongst the departments in the firm’s pre- 
mises in Park Street is one where highh skilled 
men are constanth engaged in designing furni- 
ture to order, or for the augmentation of the 
stock, winch is drawn upon continualh b\ people 
throughout India Messrs C La7arus and Co , 
Ltd , operate on a \cr> comprehensne scale also 
as general decorators During their long exis- 
tence thee ha\e fulfilled \er\ manj large contracts 
for the decoration and furnishing of palaces, 
mansions, and institutions throughout India 
Amongst the mane notable examples of their 
eeork in Calcutta are the decorations and equip- 
ment of Firpo’s restaurant and ball-room the 
offices of the North British Insurance Co., Scot- 
tish Cnion and National Insurance Co , Turner, 
Morrison, and Co , Ltd , and Thomas Cook and 
Co ’s neee building in Dalhousie Square, etc In 
addition to these, all the branches of the Imperial 
Bank of India in North India and many other 
institutions bear testimony to the abiht\ of 
Messrs C Lazarus and Co , Ltd , m even thing 


relating to wood-work, mural decoration, and 
plaster-work Their stock of carpets and rugs, 
w’all papers, and other details of household 
requirements is w'cll calculated to meet the most 
diversified requirements, and includes, besides 
their own productions, goods of celebrated manu- 
facturers, such as the T3ne Castle Decoration; 



PREMISES OF C LAZARUS and CO^ LTD , 
PARK STREET. 


“ Robbialac ” Enamel, Sanderson’s Wall 
Papers, and Aster Cane Furniture, for w'hich the 
firm are agents 

Messrs C Lazarus and Co , Ltd , are also 
manufacturers of billiard tables They have the 
honour of appointment to H M the King, and 
His Excellenc} Lord Reading, Vicero} of India 
Irom 1921 to 1926 

The directors are Messrs, R H Ratchfte and 
W Amfield, w'ho have been connected w'lth the 
business for man} }ears The firm’s telegraphic 
address is “ Mahogan} , Calcutta,” and the codes 
used b} them are the ABC t;th edition and 
Bentle\ ’s 


STEUART and CO LTD Coach-builders and hlotor Engineers, 
JMangoe Lane, Park Street, and Ballygunge 


It is but fitting that the name of the ancient 
Scottish monarch\ should designate the oldest 
firm of coach-builders and motor engineers in the 
Indian Empire Kings and queens have e\er 
been associated with magnificent coaches, and it 
is probable that no ^ chicles e\er built ha^e sur- 
passed in beaut\ of outline and gorgeous detail 
those which ha\e been constructed b\ Messrs 
Steuart and Co , Ltd , during the fifteen 
decades their business has been established in the 
commercial capital of India 

There has not been a single vehicle on the 
roads during the past 1^0 ^ears which has not 
had Its t\pe in the workshops of Messrs Steu irt 
and Co , and the\ hat e not onh built carts and 
carriages for et ert dat use, but the} ha\ e been 
entrusted with commissions for elegant State 
coaches, largeh composed of gold, siher, and 


precious stones, and fitted with the most costl} 
appointments Amongst these special mention 
should be made of a State howdah for the use 
of King Edward wdien Prince of Wales in 
1876 About two }ears later the} constructed 
a carriage for the Maharajah of" Jind, which 
was enriched by 25,000 tolas (toIa = 7 dwts 
12 grains tro^ ) of siher In 18S2 and sub- 
sequent }ears gorgeous \ chicles were supplied 
b\ them to the Nawab of Bhawalpore, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Nepal, and the Amir of Kabul 
A solid siher howdah was despatched b\ the 
firm to the Durbar held b} Lord Curzon in 1902. 
ho fewer than 22 landaus and 18 \ictorias were 
supplied for the A icero} ’s personal guests, 
Alessrs Steuart and Co also supplied a most 
ornate carnage for the King-Cmperor when, as 
Pnnee of Males, he MSited India in 1906, and 
another exceedingh handsome carnage in 1911, 
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after his succession to the throne Many State 
and other carriages Mere built by the firm for 
receiving chiefs, princes, and other notable per- 
sons for the imposing ceremonies associated with 
the Royal visit, and it should Lc added that th., 
have held special appointments to all the Viceroys 
of India, and have enjoyed the patronage of 
nearly every ruling chief in the country 

An example of their facilities and resources for 
the rapid execution of urgent work is aftorded b^ 
the order which they recently received from the 
Maharajah of Bikanir for two State coaches 
which were wanted within a month in connec- 
tion with a visit of the \hceroy The vehicles 
were delivered within the time stated, and gave 
the utmost satisfaction 

The advent of the motor car naturally made 
considerable difference to all builders of carriages, 
and the enterprise of Messrs Steuart and Co 
was manifested when, realising that a new 
page had been opened in connection with vehi- 
cular traffic, they quickly put themselves in a 
position to meet the change in requirements of 
customers Their principal works occupy five 
acres in the Ballygunge district of Calcutta, and 
give employment to between 800 and 900 persons 
The machinery plant is of the most modern 
description and embraces even, thing that can be 
suggested for the perfection of process and result 
in all the details of motor engineeimg, including 
the building of motor bodies of e’^erv description 


The firm’s establishment in Mangoe Lane is one 
of the largest repairing garages in the city flie, 
have also excellent showrooms in Park Street 
Messrs Steuart and Co , Ltd , are agents for 
the celebrated Austin cars, which are in great 
and growing popularity throughout India, as veil 
as in all other countries. 

The early records of the business date back to 
1775, thirty-five years after the battle of CuUo 
den, when the hopes of Bonnie Prince Charlie 
were dispelled for ever The records were pre 
sensed in an old iron safe, the key to which vas 
unfortunately subsequently lost, and when at 
last, in 1881^, the safe w’as opened by force it vas 
discovered that the interior was coated nitli rust 
and that white ants had destroyed every vestige 
of the papers, leaving only a heap of dust Some 
of the old leases relating to the original properti 
of the firm are still in existence, and contain the 
names of Capt Robert Steuart and Lady Mar) 
Steuart, who in all probability w'ere descendants 
of the founder of the concern 

The personnel of the firm has, of course, been 
altered from time to time In 1919 it w’as formed 
into a limited liability compans, of which the 
Director and Manager is Mr G H Crane 
William, the other Directors being Messrs H 
Hannay, G Weston, and J S Pattinson The 
company’s telegraphic address is “ Cotehne, 
and the codes used are ABC 6th edition and 
Bentley’s 


SHAW, WALLACE and CO , Merchants and Agents, 4, Banksball Street 


The firm of Shaw, Wallace and Co was formed 
in 1886, but their business is actually much 
older, for ,its founders, Mr David Shaw and 
Mr C W Wallace, joining in partnership 
together, took over the interests of Messrs Shaw, 
Finlayson and Co , vdio had been established for 
man) years previously 

At that time the tea industry of Northern India 
was in Its infancy in comparison \vith its later 
phenomenal development Amongst the interests 
which Messrs Sha\v, Wallace and Co had 
taken over, as already indicated, was the manage- 
ment of a number of important tea estates , and 
since that date the fiim have been very largely 
engaged m the same connection, being now the 

managing agents of 

Kingsley Golagliit-AssTin Tea Co , Ltd 
Neil Sainnnbagli Tea Co Ltd 
Nambuinadi Tea Co , Ltd 
Nen Piiiupbari Tea Co , Ltd 
Orang Tea Co , Ltd 
Eajnagar Tea Co , Ltd 
Tezpoie Tea Co , Ltd 
Kyang Tea Seed Estate 

and agents foi 

Assam I'lontiei Tea Lo 


Buxar Dooars Tea Co 
Dima Ten Co Ltd 
Luskei’poie Tea Co , Ltd 
Sumnli Vallei Tea Co 
Doona Tea Co , Ltd 
Smghia Jhora Tea Estate 


Ltd 

Ltd 


Ltd 


It was not long before iMessrs Shaw, Mai ace 
and Co began to exert a marked influence in t le 
importation of piece-goods, and so greatly 
their trade therein grown that their name is no" 
one of the most consequential amongst the c\ 
tile manufacturers of JIanchester, the Contmen , 
America, and Japan 

An important event in the history of the buM 
ness avas its absorption in 1891 of that 
Reid and Co , whereby Messrs Shaw, a • 
and Co became agents for the Burmah ’ 

Ltd They are now also agents for the Ang 
Persian Oil Co (India), Ltd , The ssa 
Co , Ltd , Tank Storage Co India), 

managing agents of the osene and 

Ltd , at avhose xvorks tinplates for 
petrol containers are produced in '’ast q < ^ 

The influence, therefore, of Messrs. ^j, 

lace and Co in the oil trade of India is ob 

?9o“‘,l.ey opened n brand, a. 
lowed in 1906 by another at 'r,,,, marc 

by the one at Karachi Mor 

branches were started at Co ombo, 'si,,av, 

mugao, Cochin, and l-r-Lj at citA 

’Wallace and Co are thus establish 

port of importance on rLorcscnia- 

activities are as widespread ’ j- comnv.rt'- 
tion, and m practically ex cry branch ot com 
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in India then hold mt\ considei able interests 
TIie\ are, for inst nice, aNo manatj-ing' agents of 

Amnlpnnntcd Conlfiolds lAd 
lluntcHlih Coal Co , Ltd 
Kins Kajon Coal Co Ltd 
Xcw Totturva Coal Co Lid 
Xortli Danuida Coal Co Ltd 
Xa/ira Coal Co Ltd 
Pencil Vallc\ C-oal Co Ltd 
Bengal Kappnr Cotton Mdls, Ltd 
llooghh rioui Mills Co Ltd 
Uniteil rionr Mills Ci> , Ltd 
Bindarain Tannin Extract Co Ltd 
Kerraiii, Ltd 
Indo \irri Ltd 

The Di miond Prilling .1 Prosi>ccting Ssiidicato 
Messrs Shaw , Wallace and Co are unsur- 
passed for meeting the growing needs of India 
and Ce\lon for fertilisers for all purposes the 
facilities and resources of their Atlas Fertilisers 
Works, Kidderpore, the Dhappa Manure Works, 
Dhappa, and the Atlas Works, a few' miles from 
Colombo Thee are secretaries of the Fertiliser 
Propaganda of India, Ltd , and agents for the 
Bntish Sulphate of Ammonia Federation 

Amongst the importations of Messrs Shaw', 
M’allace and Co are timber, wire ropes, paints, 
explosnes, metals, agricultural implements, 
sugar, etc , and thee are exporters of all Indian 
products Tiiee are amongst the largest jute 


merchants, eeith pressing and baling establish- 
ments under the supere'ision of their oevn staff, 
and tiieir shipments of jute under their oee'n 
marks, as eecll as gunnies, to the markets of the 
eeorld hae'e more than once brought their name 
to the top of the list of the other exporters of 
these materials 

Messrs, Shaw', Wallace and Co are also agents 
foi 

I\o\ il Iiisinnnce Co , Ltd 

Ln Cl pool and London and Globe Insurance Co , Ltd 
General Accident, Fire A Life xVssiirance Coi^poration, 
Ltd 

Eagle St ir A British Dominions Insurance Co , Ltd 

Excess Insurance Co , Ltd 

Union Alanne Insurance C-o , Ltd 

Ro\al Exchange Assurance Corpomtion 

Queensland Insurance Co , Ltd 

L’Union Fire Insurance Co , Ltd , of Pans 

The partners in the firm are IMr H S Ashton, 
Lord Greenwa}, Messrs A C Hue, E A 
Cheltle, R C Caw', G Kingsle}, K Campbell, 
J L Milne (London) , A Alker, J B Back- 
house, H Fv Bateman, A Bremner, W R C 
Bricrlej (Calcutta) , and A B Morrison 
(Bombat ) 

The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Shawlace,” 
and thei use all the standard codes 


G F KELLNER and CO , LTD , 

Wine Merchants, Contractors, and Regimental Mess Agents, etc , 32, ChoMringhee Road 


Eatablfs and drinkables, or should it be drink- 
ables and eatables-' The s)non}m for these in 
Calcutta might well be “ Kellner,” a name that 
IS popularh known not onlj in the great com- 
mercial capital, but also throughout a xerx large 
portion of the Indian Empiie MTiatexer changes 
ma\ occur in households or nations, in prix'ate 
exchequers or Goxemment resources, people must 
eat and the\ certainh must dunk, especiall) in 
India, the land w'here thirst is pre-eminent and 
prodigious , and Messrs G F Kellner and Co , 
Ltd , haxe met these elemental necessities for 
more than se\'ent\ xears Their business was 
established about the time of the Indian Mutinx 
■ — so far as records show, in the 3 ear of that his- 
toric exent, 1857, and the influence it has since 
exerted bx its serx'ice and supplies in India is 
lerx much greater than is indicated bx' commer- 
cial dexelopment and dixidends on the 3earlx 
balance sheet Kellner ' hoxx' the name re\er- 
berates doxxn the corridors of time, in the annals 
of homes, clubs and messes, m citx and suburb, 
in hill station and lonelx bungaloxx, amongst the 
tea gardens, or the loftx latitudes of tlie North 
Manx thousands of railxxa} traxellers, too, haxe 
looked on that name xxith gladness because of 
the refreshment it connoted in long, hot, dustx 
joumexs oxer the iron xxaxs of Hindustan 
lessrs Kellner haxe alxxaxs been prominent as 
caterers , thex opened their first refreshment 


room at Burdxxan in 1853, and noxx' control a 
sxstem of railxxax refreshment rooms and branches 
extending for more than 4,000 miles from Hoxx'- 



PREMISES OF G F KELLNER, and CO , LTD,, 
CHOWRINGHEE ROAD. 


rah to Simla in the North, and Hoxx rah to Jubbul- 
pore and Nagpur m the West The firm were 
the pioneers of railxxax dining-cars in India and 
haxe operated the dining-cars between Howrah 
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and Bombay and vice \ersa since October, 1897 
When Royalty has visited India, and on other 
great occasions, Messrs Kellner have been 
entrusted with the arrangements for catering in 
all branches, including the contracts for the great 
Delhi Durbar camps and their adiuncts in iqo'? 
and 1911 

The firm’s headquarters in Chowringhee Road 
occupy an area of 42,000 square feet, and the 
system throughout the many departments has 
for Its object the perfection of storage conditions 
and the utmost elTicienc}' in every detail relating 
to the service placed at the disposal of customers 
The department where the orders are 
despatched is indeed a verj busy place, and an elo- 
quent indication of the popularity of the firm as 
well as the flourishing trade they transact The 
huge stock of wines, spirits, and alcoholic 
liquors of every description embraces practically 
all the best known brands on the market, and 
the same remark applies also to the groceries 
and provisions imported direct from the leading 
sources of supply throughout the world 

The nicely appointed retail store in front was 
opened in 1924, and its popularity is enhanced 
by its cold storage facilities, which provide the 
choicest English dairy produce and other perish- 
able commodities in the finest possible condition 
The firm was formed in 1921 into a limited 
liability company with a capital of 36 lakhs, 
divided into Rs 20,00,000 ordinar}' shares and 
Rs 16,00,000 preference shares The directors 
are Messrs J O Robinson (chairman), L C 
Nicholson, A M H Russell (manager), G V 
Pike and A M Ballingall The telegraphic 
address is “ Kellners,” Calcutta, and the code 
used IS Bentley’s 

Messrs G F Kellner and Co , Ltd , are pro- 
prietors of Kellner’s ” O H M S%,” “ Green 

Seal,” “ICS,” and ‘‘ White Seal ” whiskies, 
and are agents for the following 

The Distillers’ Agency, Ltd , Fdinburgh 
Bang George IV Whisky, Gold Label 
John Haig & Co , Ltd , Dimple Scots and Gold Label 
Wliiskies 

Stewaifc’s T V P Whisky 


Sanderson’s " Vat 69 ” Whisky 

Arthur Bell &, Sons, Ltd , Old Scotch Whisky 

Petei Dan son. Ltd , P D Special Scotch Whiska 

Wm Greer A Co , Ltd , “0 V H ” Whisky 

John Jameson A Sons Ltd Insh WTiisky 

Jolin Poner A Son, Irish Whisky 

Justini A Block’s 60yeais’ old Liqueur Brandy 

J Ah Martell, Biandy 

Ot-ard Dupuy A Co, Biandy 

Pommel y et Greno, Champagne 

Hatch, Mansfield A Co , Ltd , Wines and Spints 

Mackenzie A Co , Sherry 

Mackenzie, Diiscoll A Co, Port 

Hedges A Butler, Ltd , Wines and Spints 

Feiieiheerd, Weame A Co, Ltd, Sheny and Port 

Rutherfoid A Miles, Madeira 

A Lalande et Cie, Claret 


Mnire et Fils, Burgundy 

Langenbach A Sons, Hocks and Moselles 

S Smith A Sons, Australian Wines 

Vin do St Raphael C-o , St Raphael Wine 

E Cnsenier Fils Aine et Cie, Liqueurs and Cognac 

The DOM Benedictine Co , Liqueurs 

Petei F Heenng, Liqueurs 

Drambuie Liqueur 

Fiancesco Dnoh, Maraschino 

V in Der Hum Liqueur 

Martini A Rossi, Italian Veionouth 

Booid A Sons, Gin 

Read Bros , Ltd , Bass and Lager Beer 
J A R Tennent, Ltd , Beer 
Book A Co , Beck’s Beer , 

Wm Younger A Co . Ltd , “ Monk ” Brand Dult 
Beer 

Spatenbrau Bieweiy, hlunich Black Beer 
Lou enbrau Breu ery, Munich Black Beer 
KJoster Bniieiei, Kloster Beer , , t 

South Holland Breirery, Z H B Brand Light Ligc 
HAG Simonds, Ltd , Milk Stout 
Henley’s Cider 

Schireppes, Ltd , Aerated Waters 

Kia Ora Co , Ltd , Km Ora Lemon Squash 

Rose’s lame Juice 

Getz Bios , American Canned Goods 

Heinz Puie Food Products 

GiUard A Co , Ltd , English lahle Delicacies 

El Tno Manila Cigai’s 

Genesee Pure Food Go , Jelly Powders 

4711 Eau de Cologne 


Johann Faber, Pencils 
Royal Baking Powder Co 
Lotol Disinfectant 
Spencer A Co , Ltd , Cigars 
Tata Oil Mills Co , Ltd , Cocogem 


BRITANNIA BUILDING AND IRON COMPANY, LTD , 

Constructional Engineers, Builders, Brass and Iron Founders and Sanitary Bng 

Norton Buildings 

superlative bebmd the materialisation of 

progress the cities of India 

The differentiation in each of tl e uncca' 

IS changing with the changing contributed 

mg metamorphosis in Calcutta is P j ^ 

to by the Britannia Building and ^ 4oun 
which IS operated with ability tlia g the 

to rock bottom m all matters buiM 

wide sphere of its activities, and con 
mgs of eeer}' description, f™"! PJ ' 
to huge factories and office bloc 


Attektion IS being increasingly directed towards 
the important influence exerted by all material 
things on the subconscious as well as conscious 
minds of everyone coming within their sphere of 
operation Day ba day, for instance, the 
character of the designs of buildings impinges on 
subtleties of receptivit} be}ond the cognizance of 
the uninitiated or unreflecting Hence it is that 
each city has its own individuality of impression, 
its psychometric storj^ which synchronises con- 
tinualh vith the ea olutionarj^ urge towards the 
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tercd as a joint stoclc conipanv in 1919, being an 
amaig iination of K I MuUIili jee and Co and the 
Britannia Brass Works 

Messrs K L Miikhcrjcc and Co w ere tslab- 
lislied as engineers and buildei s m 1S67, and up to 
the tune of the ainalganiation mentioned had 
erected in iin well-known buildings in Caleiitla and 
its ciw irons, including the !•- 1 Railw av Offices in 
Fairlie Place, extending from C 1 i\l Street to 
Strand Road, the steel work of the Jubilee Rail- 
wa\ Bridge o\cr the Hooghh Rncr at Naihati, 
the Hooghh Flour Mills, built for Messrs Shaw, 
^Yallace, and Co , and the factore buildings and 
all macinnerv erected for the Bi itannia Biscuit Co , 
Ltd 

Messrs K L Mukherjee and Co w ere amongst 
the first firms of their kind to be placed on the 
Go\ernnient list, and tins position was confirmed 
b^ the Public M orks and other Departments when 
the present compan^ took m or their interests 


Smec its incorporation the Britannia Building 
and Iron Co , Ltd , has erected some of the most 
modern buildings m Calcutta, either to its owm or 
to the designs of some of the leading architects 
and engineers 

The company also undertakes repairs, re-deco- 
ration, and alterations of any class, including sani- 
tar\ and plumbing w'ork, and has reeentl}' in that 
connection completed important contracts for some 
of the principal offices, hotels, and residences in 
Calcutta For the wude scope of its activities it 
has admirable facilities and resources m its w^ell- 
equippcd general engineering establishment at 
^.S-jo, Grand Trunk Road, How'rah, and its cen- 
tral stores and wmod-w'orkmg department at 12-1, 
Wellesley Street 

The managing agents of the Britannia Building 
and Iron Co , Ltd , are Messrs Holmes, Mhlson 
and Co , Ltd , described on page 93 


BRITANNIA BISCUIT COMPANY, LTD, 
Registered Offices Norton Buildings, Old Court House Corner 
Factories at Dum Dum and Bombay 


Thf stor\ of biscuit making goes back to the be- 
ginning of things , and the former methods of hand 
operation, which continued throughout the ages, 
proMde a striking contrast to the scientific pro- 
cesses and ingenious machinery now employed in 
the production of wdiat is probably the most whole- 
some and acceptable article of food 

Modern biscuit manufacture in India has its 
largest representative undertaking in the business 
of the Britannia Biscuit Co , Ltd The nucleus of 
that important concern was formed in 1897 by two 
Bengali gentlemen, who, by establishing a small 
factorj for the production of biscuits on the out- 
skirts of Calcutta, became the pioneers of the 
biscuit industr} in India The venture proved 
thoroughly successful, and w'hen the Great M^ar 
broke out its resources were taxed to the utmost 
by the demands made upon it for its excellent pro- 
ductions The Government, for instance, found 
It invaluable for the suppl) of ration biscuits for 
British and Indian troops, both in India and Meso- 
potamia Thousands of these ration biscuits w'ere 
made, and their priority of claim necessitated the 
suspension of the firm’s manufacture of sw'eel and 
fancj biscuits for tw'o 3 ears and a half 

The great development of the undertaking in 
question led to the formation of the Britannia Bis- 
cuit Co , Ltd , w'lth a capital of si\ lakhs of rupees, 
^^hlch took over the concern and enlarged and 
equipped the factory with new machinpr\, includ- 
ing the first gas-fired trai elling chain oven e\er 
brought out to the East The capacitt of the fac- 
tor) according!) was increased from about 1,500 
lbs of biscuits a da) to a possible 10,000 lbs In 
^924 the capital of the company was again in- 
creased, and no)) amounts to twent}' lakhs of 
'"upees Further extensi) e additions and improve- 


ments ))'ere made to the factory' and its equipment 
It covers an area of 4+ acres, gives employment to 
bet)veen 300 and 400 persons, and turns out daily 
several tons of biscuits of the finest quality The 
plant. It may be mentioned, is exactly tlie same as 
that used m Great Britain and America by the 
largest biscuit manufacturers in the tvorld Hand 
contact )vith the biscuits throughout the process of 
manufacture is entirel}' eliminated The baking 
of the biscuits in their progress m the travelhng 
chain through the gas-fired ovens can be varied 
from three to thirtv minutes according to the char- 
acter of the biscuits, and the temperature can be 
raised or lovered )vitli the greatest ease 

Mr Holmes, one of the directors of the com- 
pany, )vriting about the industry in the local novs- 
paper Foiward, said ‘‘ Like all nov ventures in 
India, both the original pioneers previously men- 
tioned and the many other people nov associated 
))'ith tlie industry have had to consider many points 
as their )vork progressed This became parUcu- 
larly important )vhen the}' began to move from the 
stage m )vh]ch they )vere doing only a tea-shop 
business in loose biscuits quickly consumed b} the 
public, to the more important position of manufac- 
turing and tinning biscuits for sale m competition 
)vith imported goods The suitabilit} of Indian in- 
gredients had to be carefully considered, and ex- 
pert advice taken The training of labour, not 
only m manufacture, but also in the equall} im- 
portant matter of proper packing, had to be under- 
taken Climatic conditions, so different in tlie 
East from the "West, and affecting the keeping 
qualities of biscuits ) er) considerably, had to be 
studied along ))ith other most important items, 
such as the prejudice of man} people, oen Indians 
themsehes, against foodstuffs manufactured in 
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India, and the susceptibilities of those whose re- 
lig'ious convictions compelled them to be certain 
that what they were eating- v^as in no way contrar}' 
to their beliefs 

In this respect it has been found that India is 
in a particular!}' g-ood position to supply virtually 
all the ingredients required Indian flour, sugar, 
and butter are as good as any produced in any 
other country in the world Practical experience 
has pro\ ed, however, that the last-named of these 
ingredients, butter, is not a satisfactory fat for 
biscuit-making purposes, especially when used en- 
tirely by itself For some years past, therefore, it 
has been necessary to carry out a considerable 
amount of research and experimental work in order 
to find a suitable fat of vegetable origin In the 
case of the Britannia Biscuit Co , Ltd , this has 
been done, and they are in the unique position of 
being able to assure tlieir clients that in the manu- 
facture of their biscuits no fat whatsoever is used, 
except pure table butter, and odourless and taste 


less solidified oil which the} guarantee to be purelv 

vegetable origin ’ ” 

Three years ago the Britannia Biscuit Co , Ltd , 
started at their factory a department for theprepa' 
ration of Bengal arrov root, li mt jellies, jams, and 
chutneys, all made from Indian ingredients This 
branch has a yearly increasing trade, and the com 
pany’s productions are being sold in mans of the 
large ^Vest-End shops in London 

The company’s factory at Bomba}, which was 
started m 1925, is on exactly similar lines to the 
original factory at Dum Dum The necessitj for 
the second factory was due to the long distances 
which have to be covered in India in getting the 
production of an industry of this nature from the 
place of manufacture to the consumer The 
managers and foremen at botli establishments are 
either men trained in the large biscuit factories m 
Europe or Indian assistants who have been trained 
by them 


W LESLIE and CO , Hardware and Metal Merchants, 19, Chowringhee Road 


The name of W Leslie and Co is associated with 
an enormous variet} of requirements for the fac- 
tory, the plantation, the oflice, and the home, and 
their premises form one of the magnificent build- 
ings which make Chowringhee Road one of the 
finest and most impressne thoroughfares m tlie 
East Leslie House, as the establishment is called, 
was erected in 1912 for Mr William Leslie, the 
founder and senior partner of the firm of W 
Leslie and Co It has a frontage of 47 feet, 
extends back 344 feet, is upwards of 80 feet high 
and its four floors, connected by electricity, have a 
combined area of 55,800 feet 

A stranger walking along the broad pavement 
of Chowringhee Road is apt to pass Leslie House 
without being aware of it, for unlike department 
stores in Great Britain and elsewhere it has no 
window display, and its entrance is sliielded by a 
fibre arrangement for keeping the interior cool , so 
that when the visitor steps from the outside glare 
into the welcome shade of this remarkable hard- 
ware emporium, the pleasure of transition will be 
followed by surprises, if the uncommon resources 
of the establishment are inspected Nowhere in 
Asia IS there a larger and more varied assortment 
of general ironmonger}', hardware, builders’ re- 
quisites, estate supplies, agricultural machinery, 
tools, electrical fittings, household requirements, 
oflice equipments, sporting goods, etc , than is 
there arranged in a si stem which enables the firm 
to tell instantl} the quantity of an} particular 
goods they have in hand The great stock in- 
cludes innumerable inventions and devices which 
relegate preceding \\a}s and means to the limbo 
of the obsolete Few persons inspecting it ivill 
not find some article of ingenuity and utility that 
will solve problems of economy and adaptabilit} 
in a wa} previously regarded as impossible The 


building and its adjoining stores, also Leslie pro 
pert}', cover about 2^ acres of land 

In the Tangra district, on the banks of the 
canal, Messrs W Leslie and Co have a general 
engineering works, where about 300 men nre 
employed, aided b} a plant of up-to-date macliincn 
driven by electricity The operations there ire 
exceedingly comprehensive, and embrace the 
manufacture of many kinds of articles m connec 
tion with plumbing and sanitar}’ engineering 
blacksmiths’ and foundry work, constructionn 


and jobbing contracts, etc 

The concern, which gives employment to 
persons, including 40 Europeans, was founded if 
1S90 by Mr William Leslie, a native of Beniic 
shire and a member of an old and distinguis ic( 
Scottish family After thirteen years’ sen’ice m 
one of the hardware firms in Calcutta, he s ac 
in business for himself in a small ivay j 
ture proved very successful, and necessitate 
and larger premises from time to 
served practically all India ivitli its mul 1 1 

supplies - l,„ „n,I 

During the Great War, Messrs M / 1,^ 

Co rendered valuable aid to the Govemm 
the ver}' satisfactory manner in winch the' c 
through large and important contracts in 
and elsewhere for goods that could 
tained except through their agenci , ^oinc 
more. Mr William Leslie pnirni 

neiv building at the disposal of tb -^jjipitiniT; 
and it was used accordingh as tlic 

“A^r^ears ago Mr W.ll.nm Lo,I.o ^ 
partnership his sons, Mark and Kennc , < 

Tohn F Greig The telegraphic addrc 5 
firm IS " ^fetals,” Calcutta, and .p.fr- 

bv them are Ai, A B C 5th edition, < 
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HOLMES, WILSON and CO., LTD , General Merchants and Managing Agents, 

Norton Buildings 


Tin business of Messis Holmes, Wilson .and Co , 
Ltd, was started in lamiar}, 1915, by Messrs 
C H Holmes .md A D Wilson m p.irtnei ship, 
and had ns its nucleus the purcli.ised q'oodw’ill of 
the old-fashioncd mci chant firm of J H Elliott 
and Co , Ltd , established m India since 18^4 
Hint firm had carried on an import business in 
metals and hardware until the outhreaU of the 
Great War, when, owing- to the dinieult\ m obtain- 
ing- the necessar\ finance for its operations, it w'as 
forced into liquidation 

In 191S Messrs Holmes, Wilson and Co were 
formed into a limited liahihu compane Since that 
lime their business has expanded ^ ear In \ car, and 
to-da\ it exerts no small inHucnce in the commerce 
and industre of Calcutta 

Thc\ were the original promoters of the Bri- 
tannia Biscuit Co , Ltd , which is now the largest 
biscuit manufacturing concern east of Suez, and is 
described on pages 91 and 92 In 1919 thee 
floated Ihe Britannia Building and Iron Co , Ltd , 
described on pages 90 and 91 Thet act as 
managing agents of the Star Iron W^'orks, Lilooah, 
where about 400 people arc cmplo^cd m the manu- 
facture of cast-iron nee howls and other castings 
That establishment is at present turning out be- 
Iw'een 7,000 and 8, 000 rice bowls a day, as well as 
eastings for Go\ernment and eanous VTunicipah- 
ties 

Messrs Holmes, W ilson and Co , Ltd , also 
promoted the Fraserpet Fibre Co , Ltd , and are 
its managing agents That compan} came into 
existence in igig, and has an estate of some thou- 
sand acres, about half of w'hich is planted w ith 
sisal Attached to the estate is a modern decor- 
ticating factor\ 


Other sole agencies held bt the ^-ompany are 
those of Messrs Rutherford and Kay, wdiiskies, 
w incs, etc , Anglo Enamehvare, Ltd , enamelled 
hollow are, Archibald Kenrick and Sons, Ltd, 



NORTON BUILDINGS CONTAINING 
OFFICES OF HOLMES, WILSON and CO , LTD. 


iron-founders , Commercial Cable Co , Ltd , Lon- 
don and New York 

Insurance forms an important section of their 
business, and they are the principal local agents 
for the Prudential A.ssurance Co , Ltd , as w^ell as 
local agents for the Atlas Assurance Co , Ltd 

1 he directors of the company are Mr Charles H 
Holmes, Mr A H Clarke, and Mr J H Simp- 
son 


JOHN THOMPSON (WOLVERHAMPTON), LTD , 
Boiler-house Plant Manufacturers and Engineers, etc , 4, Fairlie Place 


No name is better known throughout the w'orld 
m connection with the manufacture of boilers 
than that of John Thompson of W'olyer- 
hampton The great interests m connec- 
tion with that celebrated name had their nucleus 
in the unpretentious little business wdiich Avas 
started at W^olwerhampton b)" Mr WTlliam 
Thompson upw'ards of 100 }ears ago, wdien the 
■wonder of the steam engine w^as still fresh and 
its utiht} only in its primarj stages in compari- 
'!on w'ltii the Aast deyelopment aaIucIi it was 
destined later to achieye Mr W^ilham Thomp- 
son specialised in the manufacture of boilers, and 
his successors through the intervening decades 
haye followed Ins example w’lth such abilitv and 
enterprise that thev are to-das amongst the lead- 
ing boiler manufacturers in the world In 
modem industry specialisation is a great and wuse 
Pnhc} , and the benefits accruing from it are 
impressn eh show n La the extraordinarv' a arietA 


and capacit} of tlie John Thompson boilers, Avhich 
embrace e\'er) possible t}pe, from tbe small ver- 
tical and Cornish designs to huge w'ater-tube 
boiler installations in units up to 200,000 lbs 
eAaporation per hour and at the exceedingly high 
present da^ Avorking pressures Everjwvhere in 
the AAorld the famous John Thompson boilers are 
sustaining important industrial undertakings that 
emploA millions of people and gam satisfactorj 
diAudends for inAested capital John Thompson ' 
the name is so famous AvhereA er there is machi- 
nery that It has become a sjnonAm for boilers, 
as other celebrated names are for foods and 
liquors, for medicines and soaps, etc , John 
Thompson — so essentialh British No AAonder 
W^oIa erhampton is proud of it and Avhat it stands 
for there, Avhere the firm contribute so largely to 
local economic A\elfare and progress 

Messrs John Thompson, Ltd , W’oherhamp- 
ton, haye dey eloped their interests so much that 
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they now control the subsidiary companies 
known as 

John Hiompson Water lube Boilers, Ltd — Thomp 
son Patent Vertical stiaight tube boilers, bent tube 
boileis, horizontal staggered headei and hoiizontal 
straight header boileis, and complete boilei house 
plant 

John Thompson (Dudley), Ltd — Thompson self sup 
porting and paiallel steel chimneys, tanks, stills, and 
leceivers of all desciiptions and sizes 

J ohn Thompson hlotor Pressings, Ltd — ^Motor 
chassis, big diameter, mild steel riveted or u elded 
pipes 

John Thompbon Gas Developments, Ltd , which is 
demonstratmg vast potentialities in India in connec 
tion with the solidification by the Ma\ted process of 
hydrogenation of vegetable oils for export 

Kennicott Water Softener Go, i\hich softens water 
for industrial purposes, chiefly foi railways, locorao 
tives, power stations, and textile establishments, and 
thus greatly reduces working costs and troubles 

John Thompson Biacon Windows, Ltd — Steel 
window flames and casements 

Metallisation, Ltd — Metal spiaying plant for spray 
mg all metals 

All these companies are in the Wolverhampton 
district, and, in addition, many other alhed 
interests and branches throughout the world tes- 


tify to the great importance and influence of the 
business in question in connection with unners-al 
industrial activities 

In December, 1921, a branch was opened at 
Calcutta for the combined interests of Messrs 
John Thompson (Wolverhampton), Ltd, and 
their associated companies, and that branch is 
under the management of Mr H E Com, the 
company’s manager for the Middle East, who is 
making its influence felt in connection ivith its 
wide sphere of activities in India As an example 
of this reference may be made to the order 
recently received from the Tata Iron and Steel 
Co , Ltd , Jamshedpore, for the largest singular 
boiler plant ever placed in India, comprising, as 
It does, ten “ John Thompson ” patent straight 
xvater-tube boilers complete with superheaters, 
air-heaters, fans, engines, etc , etc Each of the 
boilers is 10,660 square feet heating surface, to 
work at a pressure of 225 lb per square inch, 
and IS to be fired with blast furnace gas 

The compan3^’s telegraphic address is “ Water 
tube,” Calcutta, and tlie codes are ABC 5th 
and 6th editions, Bentley’s, and private 


G McKenzie and CO (1919), LTD , Motor Engineers and Importers, IS, Park Street 


The fact that the business of Messrs G 
McKenzie and Co (1919), Ltd , gives employ- 
ment to upwards of 1,500 persons indicates right 



premises of 

G McKENZIE and CO (i9i9), LTD, 

PARK STREET 

away its prominence and importance in the auto- 
mobile trade of the Indian Empire A little of 
the xvhx and the xvhereforc of that distinction is 


imparted by the exJiibition in the conipan} s 
large and handsome showroom in Park Street, 
but a very much more impressive demonstration 
of what they do and how they do it, as well as the 
vehicles towards which their enterprising actiu 
ties are directed, is afforded at their uorKs, occu 
pying about four acres, in Lower Circular Ron , 
where motor vehicles of every description and in 
all conditions are turned out m specialised 
that are the result of the knowledge and 
ence accumulated since the first internal com u 
tion engine dwarfed the xvorld and 
human affairs beyond computation When a 
meets with a disaster that transforms it no 
powerful and swift shining thing of , G 

and utility into a mass of wreckage, 

McKenzie and Co (1919), Ltd , c^n 
restore it to its pristine state, and oO 
even make it very much better than 
All details of the equipment of the 
the subject of close scrutiny ’ fccadfil 

thing not up to standard is immediate 3 „t,|cle 
for someth^ better The firm build 


bodies of all kinds, and, indeed, there 
pertaining to the motor trade m v i|[,n 

not engage vith manifest enterprise - ^ 

Messrs G McKenzie and Co fWW/' 

sole agents in India olcriand, 

vahe engine cars of \Mli3s „ ,s a ('1 

Toledo, Ohio The sleevc-xalvc eng 
tinctive and unique development * , povr' 

tion of the internal combustion g 
plant Its origin came at a nm 
requirements xrhich ar 


sent 


in 
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automobile engine were fiist making themselves 
manifest — the demand for power and simplicit}, 
quietness and elhcienl performance llie story of 
its iinention and suhsequent adoption and 
deiclopmcnt is epochal in the histor} of modern 
transportation England was the first to adopt 
the slLe\c-\ahc engine, conccncd hy an Ameri- 
can engineer, pro\ed hy tests conducted under the 
auspices of the Ro^al Vutomohile Club of Great 
Britain and similar organisations in other 
foreign countries In these trials the Knight 
ttpe of engine proved its superioiit\ mcontest- 
abl} Its acceptance ht the most famous of 
European builders attracted the attention of 
American manufacturers and resulted m its adop- 
tion in 1914 h} Mr John N Wilhs, President 
of Will} s- 0 \ crland, Inc, Toledo Ohio Since 
then It has been continued as a standard pow'cr 
unit b} this organisation, who are now^ the largest 
builders in the world of Knight-engincd auto- 
mobiles 


Messrs G McKenzie and Co (1919), Ltd , 
are also agents for the famous Federal and Inter- 
national trucks and the Royal Cord tyres 

Tlic business was started in 1906 at Rangoon 
under the name of G McKenzie and Co , and 
kept pace w'lth the increasing development of the 
motor-ear trade In 1919 the firm was converted 
into a limited liability company under its pre- 
sent name , and m 1923 its sphere of activities was 
extended to India The company w'as recon- 
structed as from January ist, 1925, wdien the 
head office wns transferred to Cawnpore, 
branches being now' established at Lucknow, 
Delhi, Agra, Lahore, Raw'alpmdi , Peshawar, 
Bomba}, Rangoon, Moulmein, Thaton, Yenang- 
}oung, Mandala}, as w'ell as at Calcutta 

The General Manager is Mr G M Pans, wdio 
attends to the business at Calcutta The tele- 
graphic address is “ Oland ” and Bentley’s code 
IS used 


“ STATESMAN,” LTD , C, Chow'ringhee Road 


Tub London Dmhj Telegraph, in a recent senes of 
articles on India, referred to The Statesman as being 
m the forefront in the long and eventful history of 
Indian journalism, and detailed its stor^ as follows 
Founded upwards of fifty ^ears ago by the late 
Robert Knight, a brilliant statesman, economist, 
and litterateur, w'ho is rightly styled the father of 
Indian journalism, the paper quickly became 
famous as a leading exponent of liberal thought 
tow'ards the people of India 

The independent attitude set by its founder and 
first editor, wdiich secured for it even in its early 
and not ver} flourishing }ears an influence out of 
all proportion to its circulation, has ever since been 
maintained 

A^fter the death of their father Mr Knight’s 
sons, who had been closely associated with him in 
the enterprise, devoted unusual editorial and ad- 
ministrative aptitudes to the development of the 
paper, especialh on the news and business side 
The European editorial, reporting and works staffs 
were greatly strengthened, until in 1907 the pro- 
prietors realised that, in order to cope wuth the in- 
creasing circulation, modem printing machiner}' 
w'as needed and, to the astonishment of their con- 
temporaries, proceeded to set up tw'o rotar} 
presses imported from Chicago, togetlier with a 
batten of linotype machines and complete stereo 
plant 

It vas freely predicted that this enterprise vould 
fail owing to the impossibility, as it w as alleged, of 
training Indian operatives in the handling of com- 
plicated machiners and the supposed disastrous 
climate effect on inking rollers, but the prophecies 
of failure a\ ere falsified 

The change over from old flat-bed presses to fast 
rotan machines w as quieth effected one morning 
lust t\\ent\-one \ears ago w itliout a hitch, and the 


attractive appearance of a w'ell-printed, neatly 
folded paper, opened up a new era in Indian jour- 
nalism, and w'ent far to hasten the growth of a cu- 
culation never dreamt of as attainable in India 
Shortly afterwards a page of illustrations was 
added as a regular feature of the paper, and to en- 
sure good reproduction an up-to-date process de- 
partment w as established, equipped with all the 
latest devices, and placed under the direction of 
European experts Its pictures w'ent far during 
the War to create a new reading public for the 
Statesman 

One of the difficulties wnth vhich the Statesman 
had to contend in its bid for wider circulation w'as 
to find a cheaper and more elastic means than the 
postal seiw'ice for reaching the scattered European 
population in a countr}' where stationers and other 
vendor^ of new'spapers do not exist, or are to be 
found only in a few of the principal towns The 
practice of establishing cash sale agencies through- 
out the mofussil w'as adopted and proved to be so 
satisfactory a solution of the problem that the 
method has since found many imitators m the 
Indian Press As a result, the Statesman has 
established a regular sale for itself from Ouetta 
in the extreme west of India, to Dib'ruo-arh 
(Assam) m the East, and from Delhi and sTmla 
in the North to Bangalore in the South 

Great as has been the commercial success of the 
Statesman, however, its semnees to the State as an 
organ of public opinion have been not less con- 
spicuous In davs w'hen it was a reproach to be 

A Friend of India ” it exposed the faults of the 
Goiemment with the same vigour as it has since 
shown in attacking the excesses of those Indian 
politicians who refuse to abide b\ Constitutional 
aims and methods 
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, STEWARTS and LLOYDS, LTD , 

Manufacturers of Wrought-iron and Steel Tubes for all Purposes, 6, Royal Exchange Place 


When national business achievements are com- 
pared, Scotsmen may refer with pardonable pride 
to the vast combination of industrial undertak- 
ings comprised by the renowned firm of Stewarts 
and Lloyds, Ltd , who have encircled the globe 
with their activities, and well demonstrate the 
pre-eminence of Scottish aptitude in great engin- 
eering accomplishments Their head office is in 
Glasgow, at 41, Oswald Street, the busy 
thoroughfare that runs from Argyle Street down 
to the Broomielaw quays , and from the Cl3'de 
River, as well as from elsewhere, are despatched 
by the firm m huge quantities materials that have 
advanced civilisation and its benefits in all parts 
of the world, amidst strange peoples and in every 
condition, from prehistoric wildernesses to the 
pulsating traffic arteries in the world’s leading 
cities 

The authorised capital of the various undertak- 
ings of Messrs Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd , 
amounts to ;^6,8oo,ooo, and upwards of 50,000 
persons are on their pay rolls They control the 
following 

TUBE WORKS — British Tube Works, Coatbridge, 
Lanarkshire 

Calder Tube Works, Coatbridge 
Calder Coil Woiks, Coatbndge 
Clyde Tube Works, Coatbridge 
Coombes Wood Tube Woiks, Halesowen, neai Bir 
mingham 

Imperial Tube Works, An due, Lanarkshne 
Phnenu. Tube Woiks, Rutlieiglen, Glasgow 
Tollcross Woiks, Tollcioss, Glasgow 
Vulcan Works, Motherwell, Lanarkshne 
COLLIERIES — Kilnhurst CoUienes, Rotherham, Yoik 
shire 

Jeiviston Colliery, Motherwell, Lanaikshire 
BLAST lURNACES — ^North Lmcolnshne lion Co , Ltd , 
Scnnthoipe, Lmcolnshne 

Lloyd’s Iioustone Co , Ltd , Ckiiby, Noitliamptonshue 
Alfred Hiokman, Branch of Stew arts and Llovds, Ltd , 
Spring Vale, near Wolverhampton 
STEEL FOUNDRY —Sun Foundry, Coatbndge, Lanaik 
shire 

STEEL WORKS — Staffordshire Steel and Ingot Iron 
Works Bilston, Staffoidshne 
Cljdesdale lion and Steel Works, Mossend, Lanark 
shire 

TOOL WORKS — Clima\ Tool Works, Airdrie, Lanark 
shire 

Messrs Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd , liave 
branches and agencies all orer the world They 
opened in 1907 their Calcutta branch, under the 
direction of Mr Mblson, the company s 

General Manager for India, Burma, and Ce\lon, 
who has been in their emploj for some thirt} 
years 

Amongst the many important contracts tui- 
filled bv Messrs Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd , in 
the Orient, mention ma} be made of the Tansa 
Water Mam, 5 feet in diameter, at Bomba\ , 2:; 
miles of 24in pipes for the Colombo Water- 
works, 5 miles of 42m pipes for the Rangoon 
Waterworks, and 33 miles of 3010 pipes for the 


Singapore Waterworks, besides schemes it 
Gaya, Jubbulpore, Bangalore, Benares, Lahon, 
Maym}0, Akyab, Srinagar, Darjeeling, Simla, 
Patan, Negapatam, Salem, lAIanclalaj, Berham 
pore, Vizianagram, etc 

With the view of overcoming dela}s in obtain 
mg supplies from Great Britain, the firm leased 
ground in Kidderpore, on which have been built 
extensive warehouses, with road, rail and mer 
communications, thus providing excellent facib 
ties for meeting the requirements of railwai com 
panics, jute mills, collieries, tea gardens, and 
other industries For that purpose large stocks 
of all the necessary tubes and accessories aa 
kept , while for special needs a well-equipped 
machine-shop and smithy is attached to the 
premises 


The manufacture of steel tubes for water dis 
tribution mains is a branch of industr) to uhich 
^^essrs Stewarts and Lloads, Ltd, hare paid 
particular attention These are much lighter 
than the heavy cast-iron pipes former!} used 
They are made in lengths up to 50 feet, m an) 
diameter up to 6 feet, are unbreakable, and com 
bine all the essentials for India, being cheapci 
in first cost, easier to handle, and wth fmur 
joints to be made than is the case with cast iron 
pipes The numerous water-supplj schemes 
throughout India in w'hich they have been m 
stalled testify to their efficiency High-pressiin- 
mams for hydro-electric power installationa are 
also a special feature of the firm’s manufacture' 
Tubes are more commonly identified with 
gas, compressed-air, and steam installations, " 
Messrs Stewmrts and Llovds, Ltd , have ® I"'* 
that they can be used for a great man^ 
purposes , and m architectural work the\ arc^^^ 
improvement on the massive brick pillars 
sightly steel sections which arc much too com 
m buildings Steel tubes are equall} suita 
railway signal-posts, tramwaj , electric k 
telephone, and telegraph poles ^ 

Messrs Stewarts and Llojds, Ltd , ,p 

of wrought-iron and steel pipes of pro- 

tion by the lapw^eld, buttw'eld, and 
cesses wnth the necessary fittings, tuiu, > 
transmission tow'crs, derricks, davits, ant 
masts, and are also makers of 
steel plates, steel castings, zme s i ’ 
boiler plates, Ashford’s patent tubc^'c 


and Victaulic ’ joint tunes ^ ,„plf 

be fitted in a moment by unskilled a < 
the pipes, }et is flexible under ’^jj,, |pik 

changeable on all makes of pipes, is ‘ pp,j 
proof, needs no exact aligning 0 Hundred' 
lowers installation and upkeep cos . . J,^^L 

of miles of tubes fitted with this 4^ 

been supplied during the last c r' 

firm’s telegraphic address is 
Calcutta 
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GLADSTONE. WYLLIE and CO , iMcrcIiants and Agents, 5, Council House Street 


lin (ihid^tone f,imil\ li is btun conncittd ^\ltl1 
tile Lonimorco of Calcutta for many decades Sir 
Jolin Gladstone, Bt , fallier of tlie late Ritflil 
Hon IG\art Gladstone, tlic celebrated Premier, 
not onl} sent out to Calcutta m 1820 Mr F 
Gillandcrs, who founded the lirm of Gillanders, 
■\rbutlinot and Co , but also m 1S41 sent out to 
the nipidb de\elopinq' clt^ on the Hoopflily River 
Mr James WMlic and Mr Andrew’ H<a^ , who 
founded the firm of Glad-'tonc, W\llie and Co 
The latter opened their first oflices m 1S46 m Man- 
goe Lane, but remoxed to more commodious pre- 
mises at loi, Ch\c Street, where thc\ had large 
godown accommodation, and did an important 
business as importers and exporters, their prin- 
cipal imports being Mancbestir goods and jams, 
salt, metals, wines, and paint-', while business 
was done on a large scale in all Indian produce, 
particular!} rice, of which immense quantities 
were shipped to the M’’est Indies, silk, indigo, 
and sugar 

The firm became managers of the Cine Steam 
Tug Co in the earh sixties, and four paddle 
tugs, then the most powerful in the world, were 
built for It b) the Dennx ^ of Dumbarton Thex 
^xere afterxxards replaced bx screxxs, and, so long 
as ships XX ere mainly sailers, the companj xxas 
xerx prosperous The xvhole fleet xvas chartered 
by the Goxernment during the Abxssinian War 
of 186S for the conx'ejance of troops and stores, 
^xhen Mr Wxllie’s brother, Surgeon-General 
Dax’id Willie, xxas the Senior Medical Officer in 
charge of the expedition 

Under the auspices of the firm, the Chx’e fute 
"Mills XX ere erected, being amongst the earliest 
mills on the Rixer Hooghh 

Branch offices xx ere opened at Rangoon and 
Bombax , the former being under the manag-e- 
ment of Mr AV Strang Steel, xvho afterw’ards 
founded Messrs Steel Brothers and Co These 
branch offices continued until 1893, when the firm 
decided to concentrate on the Calcutta business, 
and transferred the offices at Rangoon and Bom- 


b.ix to the partners xx’ho xvere then in charge of 
them 

Messrs Gladstone, AVyllie and Co are im- 
porters of piece-goods, for xx’hich they hax’e a 
godoxx'ii at 23, Canning Street Piece-goods 
hax’e alxvax s been an important department of the 
business, and it maj be mentioned that during 
the reign of King Theebaxv the firm, through their 
Rangoon branch, supplied most of the silks for 
the Burmese Court 

In igii they rcmox’ed from Clix’e Street into 
their present premises at 5, Council House Street, 
xx'hich had just been x’acated by the Chartered 
Bank There have been, of course, many 
changes in the personnel of the firm , and the 
partners from time to time have included men 
prominent in public affairs The present part- 
ners are Mr R Bazle^ , Mr A McD Eddis, and 
Air K J Nicolson The important position of 
hanian to the firm has continued m the same 
familx for an unbroken period of about 90 years, 
XX hicb doubtless constitutes a record The first 
banian xxas Ramchand Seal, and the present 
holder of the office is his great-grandson, Deno 
Nath Seal, of the firm of Alohanlal Seal and Co 

Alessrs Gladstone, AAA’lIie and Co have been 
agents for Lloxds since 1S62 , thej are also agents 
for the folloxving 

Ellermfiii’s Citx and Hnll Line of Steamers 

Ellenmn d. Biickmll S S Co , Ltd 

Salvage Association, London 

The Board of Underwriters of Nexv York 

The National Board of Marine Underxx nt-ers 

Noithem Assurance Co , Ltd 

Maritime Insurance Co , Ltd 

Railwaj Passengers’ Assurance Co, Central Tnsui 
ance Co of New York 
Tokio Maiine and Fire Insurance Co Ltd 
Harbfoid Fire Insurance Co , Hai-tfoid 
Connecticut and Phanix Assurance Co , Ltd 
Calcutta Bone Mills, Ltd 
Champasun Tea Co , Ltd 

The telegraphic address of Messrs Gladstone, 
AA^jllie and Co is “ Gladsxxxll,” Calcutta, and 
the} use all the standard codes 


BECKER, GRAY and CO (CALCUTTA), LTD , Hong Kong House, Dalhousie Square 


Axt endeax’our to present the commercial actix’ity 
of Calcutta in as interesting and xaned a manner 
3 s possible is met xvith one outstanding charac- 
teristic inseparable in that respect from local 
conditions, namely, the tact that most of the prin- 
cipal firms can be classed as general merchants, 
3 nd xx’hat is applicable to one may trul} be said 
of all Nex ertheless, xxhen mx’estigation is made 
of the xarious concerns xvhich may be selected 
for rexiexv, it is found that each has an indixi- 
duolity of Its oxx'n Messrs Becker, Grax and 
Uo (Calcutta), Ltd , appear to be engaged in 
much the same xxax as their contemporaries 
Their busmes is no nexx' undertaking confronted 
"ith the haphazard chances of unproxed capa- 
citx , but has xxealhered manx a commercial storm 


and has seen many changes since its commence- 
ment in Calcutta in 1894 

The firm deal largeh in all kinds of Indian 
produce, especiall} jute, gunnies, shellac etc , 
and their shipments go to practicall} all parts of 
the xxorld Thex are also importers of sugar 
In 1920 the firm xx’as reconstructed, and its 
original name of Becker, Graj and Co changed 
to Becker, Graj and Co (Calcutta), Ltd , xvith 
Messrs Becker, Grax and Co (London), Ltd , 
34, Fenchurch Street, London, EC, as its 
European correspondents The board of direc- 
tors comprises Sir John Bell, Mr P H Broxvne, 
Mr J S Henderson, and Air L de Bretton' 
The telegraphic address is “ A'ollexed,” Cal- 
cutta, and all the standard codes are used bx the 
companx 
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J MACKILLICAN and CO , Merchants and Agents, 
Grosvenor House, 21, Old Court House Street 


The piovince of Assam shares with China the 
distinction of being the home of the tea plant, 
and Assam and Bengal have for many }ears occu- 
pied an important position amongst the tea- 
producing countries of the world on account of 
the large percentage they contribute to the 
world’s total output of tea, and also because of 
the up-to-date nature of their methods of culti- 
vation and manufacture In 1926 the world’s 


considerable amount of Northern India tea 
Iheir business was established m 1861, and is 
now owned and operated by Messrs W H 
Miles and J Ambler, who have been connected 
with it since shortly after the death of its 
founder, Mr James H Mackillican, in 191 
The firm are managing agents of the Laka 
tooral Tea Co , Ltd , which has 1,209 acres of 
tea in Svlhet , and the Gairkhata Tea Co , Ltd , 







PICKING TEA IN THE DOOARS 


output of tea was 737 
as follows 

Northern India 
Southern India 
Ceylon 
China 
Sumatra 


million pounds, made up 

340 millions 
44 millions 
216 millions 
iig millions 
18 millions 


737 millions 


It will thus be seen that tlie output of tea in 
Northern India is more than 46 per cent of the 
entire world’s production, and that fact is in- 
teresting and instructive when attention is 
directed to the firm of Messrs J T^Iackilhcan ^d 
Co , merchants, and shippers to London of a 


:h 1,288 acres in the Dooars , secretaries of 

; Arcuttipore Tea Co, Ltd, 4 ‘ 

char, agents for The bstaie, 

igi acres in the Dooars , The A . L , 200 

Nacres, and The Rupslii Tea Estate, 

■es, both the latter being Assam. 

Messrs J Mackillican and Co sell ‘ 

their tea at the trade auction sale 

t most of It is shipped „^(p),rd t. 

licatcd, to London, ' mrougliout 

olcsale and retail mercha ji^rent^' f"' 

iited Kingdom The firm arc ‘ ^ ltd 

: London and Lancashire 

eir telegraphic address is tli> 

;ta, and the codes used bv 

B C 3th edition and Benticv 
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MARTIN and HARRIS, LTD , Agents for Plinrmncentical Manufacturers, S, Waterloo Street 


E\ery\\ui«f throughout the Orient and clscwlicrc 
in the world arc to be found innumerable manu- 
facturers’ agents, whose acliMtics co\cr very 
wide ranges of productnc industr\ and embrace 
goods of the most dissimilar character Such, 
howcecr, is not the case with Messrs Martin and 
Harris, Ltd , for instance, who are not interested, 
in ane wae, m goods not associated with the 
pharmaceutical and allied trades, but, so far as 
the latter are concerned, there is no firm in Cal- 
cutta or in the East operating with greater know- 
ledge of and with a keener insight into local 
conditions and potentialities in relation thereto 
tlian this noted house that has its ramifications 
throughout the Indian Empire, and branches at 
Bomba\ , Madras, Rangoon, Karachi, Delhi, 
Lahore, Amritsar, Colombo, and Singapore 
Importing from the leading manufacturers of 
such goods in both hemispheres, it can well be 
understood that the firm’s aen' c\hausti\e range 
of supplies embraces ceerything which knowdedge 
and experience ha\e e\ohed for the prevention 
and alle\ nation of pam and illness, and the en- 
hancement of phesical welfare, together with the 
\ery great range of toilet articles and perfumer}' 
so large!} m vogue at the present dat 

CUTLER, PALMER and CO 
30, Bondell Road and 10, 
Ix e\er} department of business actnity condi- 
tions have changed very greatl} during recent 
}ears New' means and methods have revolu- 
tionised old-time standards, and the necessities 
created by modem competition have in many 
instances low'ered v'ery considerably the ideals and 
traditions tow'ards which aspiring efforts were 
formerly directed The wine and spirit trade, for 
example, that once w'as regarded as more in 
the categor} of a profession than a department 
of mercantile activ'it) , had ev'olved an atmosphere 
of eclecticism and cultured specialisation rarelv , 
if ever, found in the exemplification of that trade 
to-day Here and there about the w'orld are, 
hovvev'er, firms typically representativ'e of their 
old-time predecessors, vv hose operations vv ere con- 
ducted with tlie dignit}' befitting tlie ancient 
liquors in the cool, dark cellars of those vanished 
}ears Such a firm is that of Messrs Cutler, 
Palmer and Co , w'hose name is throughout the 
Drient a s}-non}m for all that is best in connec- 
tion with the vv'ine and spirit trade What club 
of an} pretensions in India, for instance, does not 
Its supplies from them ' Connoisseurs in 
crowded cities and isolated country places know' 
their name w ell , and it is referred to w ith appre- 
ciation in man} languages It is a name of 
manv associations, and balls, birthdavs, dinners 
^od dances would be flat and dull when considered 
in relation to Eastern customs and environment 
without such excellent supplies as those of 
^^rs Cutler, Palmer and Co 
hhe firm’s citv offices in Government Place, 

G 2 


The diicctors are Mr H G Harris, Mr R D 
Lemmon, and Mr K B Mistry, who hav'e had 
long experience of the wholesale pharmaceutical 
trade 

The firm hav'e been established since 1907 
Their telegraphic address is “ Rovvlette,” Cal- 
cutta, and the codes used are the ABC 5th and 
6th editions, “ S and M ” Merchants, Western 
L^nion, and Bentley’s 

Messrs Martin and Harris, Ltd , are agents 
for 

K Aferck Geirmnv 
Knoll iV Co , Germnnv 

ITnit-ed Works for Laboratorj Eeqnirements, GeiTnawy 
Nitscho and Gnnthci, Geinianv 
llie Jetler and Scheerer Co Geimanj 
De k Ibiss Miniifactuiing Co , USA 
Connd Weber A Co , GCTnnnv 
Bmdeongsche Kininenbriek, Java and Holland 
N V Wulfing Co , Holland 
Fiedenck. Stearns <L Co , USA 
Rome Betrand Fils, Fiance 
Genatosan, Ltd , England 
Wm Ha} , Ltd , England 
The Oatine Co , England 
Fassett iv Johnson, Ltd , England 
Ufred Bishop, Ltd England 
Iron Jelloid Co , Ltd , England 

, Wine and Spirit Merchants, 

Government Place, East 

Cast, hav e that air of conserv'atism w'hicli is emi- 
nently characteristic of the premises of the Vic- 
torian vintners It is, how'ev'er, at their large 
premises in Bondell Road that the firm’s spe- 
cialisation and resources in wines and spirits are 
demonstrated These premises, built speciafh 
for them and completed in 1923, occupy an area 
of 120,000 square feet, and are admirably adapted 
for their purpose 

The unenlightened indiv'idual, w'hose superficial 
consideration of w ines and spirits is ov er- 
sbadowed altogether b} the one indisputable fact 
that they are alcoholic, would not probably find 
an} interest in surv'e}ing the impressive displa} 
formed b} the stock of this vvell-knovVn firm' 
Ev'er} kind of bottle, and almost ever}' name and 
seal associated with the wine and spirit trade, 
are to be seen there, including some rare old 
liquors that came into existence when the world 
was not so disillusioned as it is now, and the 
dust on the bottles that contain tliem is not the 
subterfuge of artificialit} but the impress of the 
long }ears that have passed since thev were filled 
Cutler, Palmer’ How the name vvill recall to 
man} the happ} da}s and still happier nights 
when the visions splendid illuminated the per- 
spective with gladness and glor} , and the dull 
drab details of wear} routine and unfulfilled 
hopes vanished through the inspiration from old 
vintages of sunnv vinevards and mellow spirits 
of far-off mountains and glens Essentiallv and 
wholh wine and spirit merchants, Messrs Cutler, 



lOO 


SEAPORTS OF INDIA AND CEYLON. 


Palmer and Co are not concerned with any other 
merchandise They are specialists m the supply 
of that which “ maketh glad the heart of man,” 
and have been so engaged longer than an}' other 
similar firm in the East 
As indicated elsewhere in this volume, the 
firm’s business was established m 1815 by Capt 
Frank Cutler, of the Royal Navy, who had been 
captured m a sea fight by the French, and was 
imprisoned at Bordeaux, whence he escaped, it 
IS said, m a wine barrel During his imprison- 
ment there he had gained considerable knowledge 
of the local wine trade, and on his return to 
England he utilised that knowledge by starting 
in trade as a wine merchant, with very gratif)'- 
mg success His business developed greatlv, and 


in course of time branches of it were establi^hd 
at Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta, etc In iS,i 
the concern assumed its present name vhen Mr 
C V Palmer became a partner in it That gen 
tleman died in 1880, and was succeeded b\ his 
son, Mr A C V Palmer, who passed aw a) in 
1924 The present partners are Mr G Wallis 
Whiddett, who has been in the business for about 
forty vears, and Mr J H Witchurch, who his 
been in it for about sixteen years Both attend 
to the firm’s interests at their London office at 
3-4, New London Street, E C 
The manager of the Calcutta branch is Mr 
Owen Hearn The firm’s telegraphic address is 
“ Companion,” Calcutta, and the} use the A B C 
5th edition code 


JOHN KING and CO , LTD , Engineers, 
40, Strand Road , Victoria 

The number of industrial and commercial under- 
takings in Calcutta which were founded by Scots- 
men IS certainly very noteworthy Mr John 
King, for instance, who established the business 
of Messrs John King and Co , Ltd , in 1865, was 
a native of Paisle} , and arrived m India when a 
new era was dawning in connection with the 
development of railways, the bridging of rivers, 
the construction of piers, jetties, pontoons, and 
the building of steamers and other vessels The 
excellent opportunities thus presented to his 
engineering knowledge and skill were duly taken 
advantage of, and soon the undertaking which he 
had started in a small way underwent great 
expansion and contributed in no small measure 
to the engineering and ship-building facilities of 
Calcutta 

After the death of Mr King in 1890, the firm 
was formed into a limited liability company, and 
its development proceeded unabatedly, eventually 
resulting in corresponding large additions to the 
firm’s premises, which comprise the Victoria 
Engine Works, Howrah, occup}ing an area of 
about ten acres, and large repairing shops near 
the Kidderpore Docks 

The work undertaken by Afessrs John King 
and Co , Ltd , is of the most comprehensne 
character As ship-buiIders they turn out 
steamers, launches, barges, ferry boats, and pon- 
toons, The majority of the steam launches made 
by them are fitted with engines designed and built 
in their Howrah workshops, vhich are equipped 
with modern and powerful machine tools of every 
description In the foundry castings up to 20 
tons in weight are made Indeed, nothing seems 
lacking in the Victoria Engine Works that can 
contribute in any way to the perfection of the 
i\ork there performed and its execution at the 
minimum expenditure of time and labour, thus 
reducing cost to the lowest possible degree 

The branch works at Garden Reach have been 
for mani lears utilised greatly in connection 
with oierhauling and repairing of lessels of all 
kinds and during the Great War the ser\nce 


Ship-builders, Founders and Contractors, 

Engine Works, Howrah 

rendered by John King and Co , Ltd , in the 
fitting out of numerous transports and in mannf 
engineering of every description is not tlie least 
of their many notable achievements Man} are 
the jetties, bridges, roofs and buildings of all 
kinds that testify to their ability as general con 
structional engineers They employ about 2,000 
persons, including many European managers and 
foremen 

Behind the company’s offices at 40, Strand 
Road, are their commodious godowns, accommo- 
dating large stocks of all kinds of mill and collier) 
requirements, boilers, engines, machine tools 
wire ropes, chains, anchors, and all the mnn\ 
other things necessitated by the vide range 0 
the business 

Messrs John King and Co , Ltd , arc manag 
mg agents of Steel Products, Ltd , Kidderpore, 
which was established in 1917, emplo}^ '^omc 
hundreds of persons, and specialises in the P™ 
duction of steel furniture, steel office cqinpmcn . 
steel shelves, etc They are also agents or 
Alexander Anderson A Sons, Ciirfin Boiler ' 
Motherwell, Glasgow 

N Hiiigley A Sons, Dudle\ , t 

Morgan Crucible Co , Ltd , Battersea T^^rJt , 

The Magnolia Anti Friction Metal to 
Britain, Ltd 

Tlie British Steel Piling Co , Ltd 
J W Brooke i Co, Ltd , Txiwcstoft 
Greens Tweed (S. Co , New York 
Penheithv Injector Co, Detroit, U “ •' 

Aithui Balfour &. Co , Ltd , Sheffield 
Excelsioi Wire Rope Co , Ltd , Cnniill 

Lamont A Co , Paislej „(Unr1 

Coil Clutch Co , Ltd , Johnston, Scothnrl 
D Mitchell A, Co , Ltd , Keiclilej 
TIaighs (Oldham), Ltd Oldham 
J A W Tmto, Ltd , Glasgow , 

Gold.e’s Patent Smoke and 

Andrew’s Patent Bilincc Slide ^ 
and Co (Engineers), Ftd , Crowion 
The managing directors of 1 Ic^ J j Mr 
and Co , Ltd , arc Mr Mdlar M ^ W 
G A King, sons of the 

The telegraphic address is f} C ‘ ^ 

cutta, and the codes used are 
edition and Bcntle} ’s 
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J THOAIAS and CO . Jute, Tea, and General Produce Brokers, 8, Mission Row 


Notvvithstvmjing the vast liansformation wliicli 
lias been eflected in Calcutta during- recent 
jears, there aic still left some interesting old 
places reminiscent of the distant past, such, for 



HOUSE WHERE GENERAL CLAVERING DIED, 
NOW OCCUPIED BY J THOMAS and CO 


Euiopean methods was not of much account until 
the close of the eighteenth century Thereafter 
it developed greatly and at Messrs J Thomas 
and Co ’s advent formed one of the chief exports 
of India So it continued until 1897, when it 
received its death warrant from the introduction 
of s^nthctIc indigo to the markets of the world 
The discovery of mdigotin, obtained from coal 
tar, has largely superseded the use of vegetable 
mdigo in dyeing, and is more uniform m strength 
Thus It came about that Messrs J Thomas and 
Co , wdiile transacting all the business that could 
be done in tbe steadily diminishing mdigo trade, 
became general produce brokers, with special 
relerence to tea, jute, and gunnies They became 
tea brokers in the earlj^ sixties of last centun% 
and conducted the first tea sale ever held in 


instance, as the fine old mansion and grounds, 
covering about three acres, occupied by Messrs 
J Thomas and Co , tlie well-knowm produce 
brokers On the left-hand side of the gate, on the 
outside, IS a marble tablet bearing the following 
words “ This is the house m wdiich General 
Clavering, member of the Council of Warren 
Hastings, died ” On the other side of tbe gate 
IS another marble tablet bearing in sharp mer- 
cantile contrast the followung “ New' Mart J 
Thomas and Co ” 

Mr R Thomas, founder of the firm, armed in 
Calcutta between the years 1835 and 1840, and 
the first records of the business show that it was 
in existence in 1851 under the style of Thomas, 
Martin and Co Thereafter the name was altered 
several times, and assumed its present form in 
1866 The names of long dead merchants are 
not interesting , it is what they did that counts 
The business under review w'as devoted entirely 
in its early years to the indigo trade Indigo 
vas a product of North Behar long before the 
advent of the British, but its cultiration b\ 



J THOMAS and CO’S TEA SALEROOM 


India Northern India produces more than 46 
per cent of the entire world’s production of tea, 
and Messrs J Thomas and Co, sell, as brokers, 
about half of that vast quantity They are simi- 
larly very largely engaged in connection with 
jute and general produce, and the scenes in their 
premises are eloquent of the w'lde scope of their 
operations Their telegraphic address is 
“ Nilhat, ” Calcutta 


BIRKMYRE BROS , 6, Clive Row 

The story of the business of Messrs Birkmyre 
Bros goes back to 1874, when Messrs William 
and Adam Birkmyre established m Lyndoch 
Street, Greenock, under the name of the 
Greenock Sacking Company, a small jute w'orks 
driven by a water turbine Foreseeing the develop- 
uient and future importance of the jute manu- 
facturing industrj' in Bengal, thej dismantled 
their Greenock establishment, and, transferring 
the entire machinery to Calcutta, used it in the 
erection of a new' mill in the populous district 
uf Rishra, situated on the w'estern bank of the 
Hooghly River, two miles below' Seramporc 
The new works were named the Hastings Jute 
^lill from the circumstance of the land liaMng 
former!} belonged to Warren Hastings, as is 
CMdcnccd by two leases, forming part of the 


Proprietors of Hastings Mill, Rishra 

title-deeds, which bear his signature and seal in 
a perfect state of preservation 

On the south bank of the Champa Khal stood 
Rishra House, where Warren Hastings and his 
Avife used to stay from time to time It w'as 
surrounded b} a brick Avail, the western portion 
of w'hich W'as lined with a row of mango trees, 
said to hav'e been planted by Mrs Hastings 
When Hastings retired he sold the house and 
adjoining land, 136 biglias, receiving twice as 
much as he paid for it The old building is now 
used as the manager’s bungalow 

Messrs IViIIiam and Adam Birkmvre asso- 
ciated with them, in the new undertakmg, their 
brothers Henrv and John, and founded at Cal- 
cutta, simultaneous!} with the starting of the 
new jute mills, the now well-known firm of 
Birkm}re Bros 
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The Hastings Jute Mill prospered from the 
start In 1893 the plant had been increased to 
over 500 looms, with other machinery in propor- 
tion Electric lighting was in that year installed, 
and from 1894 to 1904 the works were run at 
night by artificial light, the average working 
time being about 22 hours per diem The mills 
were the first undertaking of the kind to be 
equipped with electric light and the only one 
that attempted working at night , but labour dif- 
ficulties occurring m 1904 compelled the cessa- 
tion of the latter practice Thereafter the Hast- 
ings Jute Mills were considerably enlarged, and 
the old steam-power engines were replaced by 
electric generators driven by steam turbines 
giving about 4,000 h p The plant to-day 
comprises 1,077 looms, with the relative prepar- 
ing, spinning, and finishing machinery, all elec- 
trically driven, and giving employment to about 
9,000 persons 

In addition to the manufacture of jute there 
IS a separate department at Hastings Mill for 
making up all kinds of canvas and waterproof 
paulms, kit bags, and other military equipment, 
the well-known “ Birkmyre ” patent waterproof 
canvas being now largel)' used by the Indian 
Government for military, postal, and other pur- 


poses, railways, and private concerns Connected 
with this department is special maclnneq for 
weaving and preparing “ Hastings ” hair and 
cotton belting, which commands a read) and 
steadily increasing sale throughout India 
The original constitution of the firm remained 
unchanged until 1890, when Messrs IVilliam, 
John, James, and Archy Birkmjrc, sons of Mr 
Henry Birkmyre, senior, and Mr Henrj Birk 
myre, son of William Birkmyre, junior partner, 
and Mr John Finlay, were admitted partners 
Messrs Henry and William died in 1900, Mr 
Adam in 1906, and Mr John in 1910 After the 
death of Mr William m 1921, the partnership 
was reconstituted in 1922 with the following 
partners — Sir Archy Birkmyre, Bart , C B E , 
Mr John Birkmyre, Mr J, Finlay, Mr Hcnn 
Birkmyre (son of Sir Arch)'), and Mr Hcni) 
(son of Mr John Birkm)re) 

Messrs Birkm) re Bros ’ telegraphic addresa 
is “ Birkmyre,” Calcutta, and their codes arc 
Western Union, Bentley’s, ABC 5th edition, 
A I, and private They are agents for the Goii 
rock Ropework Co ’s canvas, twine, Birknnrcs 
waterproof cloth, and Dick’s original Balata 
belting 


FREDERICO PELITI, Confectioner and Court Caterer, 11 , Government Place 


Calcutta is noted for its gaiety, to which Peliti’s 
famous restaurant is a contributor Situated m 
Government Place, opposite to Government 
House, its external as well as internal appearance 


amongst people m Calcutta who can apprccia c 
the combination of art and utility therein ewm 
plified m every detail The pleasure of luncliinir 
dining, or having afternoon tea at Pcliti s 1 



PELITI’S RESTAURANT 


IS m keeping with its excellent surroundings 
The ground floor comprises a nicely appointed 
cafd and an attractive department for all kinds of 
delicious confectionery, groceries, wines and 
spirits, representing a ver)' comprehensive assort- 
ment of the best-known European and American 
delicacies, m which the choicest Italian products 
predominate, for Mr Peliti is of that nationality, 
and IS an authoritatne connoisseur in things 
eatable and drinkable 

It IS, hove\er, the spacious sections on the 
upper floor that ha^e made Peliti ’s so popular 



BALLROOM, PELITI’S RESTAURA^'^ 


tly enhanced b^ the delightful 
Iness of everything dungs thK 

u, and all those innumerable " fhi 

lever absent in any first-class rts - ‘|,j{,riny 
;s covered with spotless linen, arming 

ns, cutlery, and kableuare, 
rations, especially the colou^rcc 
each table in the form o orrlic’'"'''’ 

flowers, and the excellence pjm's 
combmc to make a u'^it ” iVliti’^ 
mrabit There is dancing at 1 
ing between tea and dinner . 


COMHERCIAL 

round In the hoi season lluirsdajs and Satui- 
da\s arc the nights appointed foi dinner d inecs , 
but in the cool season all the dinneis at Pchti’s 
are dinner dances On gala nights the scene 
there is exccedingl} jo\ous A highh appre- 
ciated feature of Pehti’s is the thoughtful care 
manifested for the comfort and eomenicncc of 
ladies, for whom there is a charming suite com- 
prising drawing-room, bath and toilet looms, 
etc, the entrance to which is m the nicely 
arranged staircase that leads with commendable 
pri\ac\ straight from the thoroughfare to the 
upper floor. 

The business is the oldest of its kind in Cal- 
cutta, and was founded m 1S70 b\ the late Mr 
Frcdcnco Pchti, who left Ital\ to enter the ser- 
Mce of the Earl of Ma\o, a former \ icero\ , as 
chief confectioner, that being the first appoint- 
ment of the kind in Go\crnment House After 
the assassination of the \ iccroj at Port Blair 
in 1S72 Mr Peliti started m business for him- 
self Notwithstanding the fact that the luxuries 
which Mr Peliti wished to place before the 
public were absolutel} unknowm in India up to 
that time, he successfulK o\ercame all the initial 
difficulties and e\entuall) created a demand for 
his products that made his name famous 
throughout the country Hi-, business unden'ent 
continual de\elopment, and in 1903 Mr Peliti 
remo\ed from his original premises at lo-ii. 
Esplanade into the present large and handsome 
establishment, which is celebrated throughout 
India Since his death in 1914 the business has 
been under the direction of his son, the present 
proprietor, Chevalier E Peliti 

The firm have alwa^s transacted an important 
trade in the manufacture of wedding and othc' 
cakes, chocolates, and sw'eets of all kinds The^ 
ure noted for the merit of their sennee and sup- 

BARRY and CO , Merchants 

The business of Messrs Barry and Co was 
founded b}' Dr John Bo3le Barn, an ad\entur- 
ous Irishman, who, in the forties of last century, 
after stud}ing medicine in the United Kingdom, 
■decided to seek his fortune farther afield Owing, 
how'e\er, to financial restrictions, the onl} wa} to 
accomplish his purpose w^as to enlist as a prnate 
in a regiment bound for India On the transport 
on wdneh he sailed was a certain Dr R Scott 
Thompson, wdio during the \o}age liad oppor- 
tunities of studMng Private Bariw , and disco\er- 
log that his medical attainments were of the 
uest, bought him out from mlhtar^ sen ice and 
^§uged him as medical attendant for Messrs 
K Scott Thompson and Co of Calcutta, in 
t^hose business, in course of time, Dr Barr^ 
^quired a controlling interest In the sixties the 
East India Compan} was at a loss to find medical 
oien, and Dr Barry was engnged as Cnil Sur- 
geon for Terpore A^t that period the tea indus- 
tiw was passing through a se\ere crisis, and 
Properties were being sold for what the\ would 
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plies as catcicrs, and in that connection have the 
honour of appointment to His Majesty the King- 
Emperor, m addition to holding similar warrants 
fiom successive \icero3S of India and Governors 
of Bengal since the time of Lord Mayo They 
have likcw'isc been greatly in requisition by Indian 
chiefs on special occasions, such as the visits of 
\hccro3 s and Governors and for tiger shooting 
parlies, etc Gold medals and other honours 
have been awmrded I0 Messrs Peliti at Exhibi- 
tions at Pans, Turin, and Calcutta 

The business gnes emplo3ment to hundreds of 
persons, supeiwnsed b3’^ a staff of seventeen Euro- 
pean experts Mr Pehti, too, personall3' directs 
all the details of its administration, and lea\es 
notliing undone that can contribute to the satis- 
faction of his numerous patrons 

The follow mg verses on the concern appeared 
in “ Punch ” 

PELITI’S 

I troll ^ oil no song tint will hinder ^ 011 long, 

I pen jou no ponderous tientise 
The theme tint I sing is a gossa'mer thing 
As light ns the cakes at Peliti’s 
Gre\ loofs ’mid the pines and a heaven that shines 
As blue as the water where Crete is, 

The mnlnchito green of a mistj rivine. 

Tint’s the balcony view at Pehti’s 
llieie are mortals, may be, who abominate ten, 

(One s po son another man’s meat is), 

Who sin at the touch of a crumpet, for such 
Theie is music and love at Peliti’s 
See that G S 0 2 with the lady in blue — 

Has she noticed where one of his feet is’ 

Oi the issue that hangs on the plate of meringues 
Wiich he buas her each day at Pehti’s’ 

Heie the nileis of Ind, from the Salween to Sind 
Take their ices and wafers (McYitie’s), 

.tnd elaborate schemes over chocolate cieams, 

At five o’clock ten at Pehti’s 
And I thmk, when we die and the wraiths of us fly 
To that peace which depends not on treaties 
The joys which we find wm but serve to remind 
Of the hours that we spent at Pehti’s 

and Agents, 2, Fairbe Place 

fetch Dr Barn, in company with a certain Dr. 
Ferns, I\Ir James Young, and others, purchased 
gardens for next to nothing, and w'ere thus able 
to form at Calcutta an agency concern w'hicb w^as 
the nucleus from which developed the large busi- 
ness of Messrs Barry and Co 

That firm was actualh founded in 1876 at 
5, Lyons Range, and simultaneously the sister 
firm of J B Barry and Son was established m 
London, now^ at 117, iiS, Leadenhall Street, 
EC It IS believed that Mr Tom Barry, a 
brother of Dr Barry, had an office at 3, Laons 
Range, dating back to 1839, and it is certain 
that Dr Barry carried on his actnities at Cal- 
cutta long before the actual firm of Barr\ and 
Co was founded He took a leading part in the 
establishment of the Gourepore Co , Ltd 
founded in 1863 and associated from the time 
of Its incorporation with Messrs Bana and Co 
who are its merchants and agents Definite 
information is lacking as to the early actni- 
ties of Dr Bana m tea His partner at the 
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time was Mr A P Sandeman, who, ong-jnallj 
a Llojd’s surveyor in Liverpool, joined the 
Hooghly pilot service, and took up tea planting 
on his retirement Dr Barry died in the eighties, 
and the firm continued with its partners, Mr 
Sandeman and Mr, J H Barrj , son of Dr 
Barry Mr J H Barrv vas a mechanical engi- 
neer, and collaborated with a Mr Gibbs of 
London in the invention of the Gibbs and Barr) 
tea drier, one of the earliest machines to be used 
in the manufacture of tea 

In 1884 Mr (later Sir) Patrick Playfair 
joined Messrs Barry and Co , from the firm of 
Shaw, Finlayson and Co , on the liquidation of 
the latter, and brought with him the agency of 
several tea concerns, of which very few now 
remain Among these was the Eastern Assam 
Tea Co , Ltd , for which Messrs Barry and Co 
are still agents in Calcutta, as well as for 
Bhooteachang Tea Co , Ltd 
Silonibari Tea Co , Ltd 
Cheerie Valley Tea Co , Ltd 
Craigpark Tea Co , Ltd 
Eastern Assam Tea Co , Ltd 
Titadimoio Tea Estate 

Mr R R Waller later joined the firm from 
Octavius Steel and Co , bringing also the agenc) 


^of several gardens, and he tv as instrumenlal la 
opening out in the Dooars several estates, includ 
mg Hasimara Sir Patrick Playfair, who tool 
an active part in the establishment of the great 
tea industry, was a very prominent memhcr of 
the mercantile community and represented the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce (of which he ins 
President) in the Legislative Council of Bengal 
and in the Supreme Legislative Council of the 
Govmrnor-General of India He tras iihn 

Sheriff of Calcutta and was knighted and made 
a Companion of the Order of the Indian Empire 
in recognition of his sennees to the Gotcrnmcnl 
and the commercial community 

Messrs Barr}' and Co have for nearl) half a 
centur)' transacted a ver)' extensive business as 
tea export merchants, and as such have connec 
tions throughout the world The) are also 

general merchants and managing agents of 
The Nuddea Mills Co , Ltd , Jute Jlvnnfactaren 
(1,008 looms) 

Jenson X Richolson (Indn), Ltd, Paint, Enamel, 
Colour X Varnish Manufacturers 
The Electric Welding X Manufacturing Co (India) 
Ltd , Manufacturers of Drums and Kegs 
Their telegraphic address is “ Barrjeoj, 
Calcutta, and the codes used are the A B C ,(th 
and 5th editions, Bentley's, and pnvatc 


THE VULCAN II^ON WORKS, LTD , 

The name of the god of fire, who fashioned the 
armour of the other gods, is popularly used 
throughout the world in the designation of iron 
works Calcutta has an example of this in the 
lusineas indicated above, the nucleus of which 
was formed in i88g under the style of Parry and 
••Co , Ltd , at Garden Reacli As the ground there 
was requisitioned by the Government, the con- 
cern was accordingly removmd in igoo to the pre- 
sent site in Lower Circular Road, under its pre- 
sent name of The Vulcan Iron Works, Ltd 

The land occupied is nine acres in extent, and 
within that area has been developed an engineer- 
ing and iron-working establishment so hidden 
from public view by the surrounding buildings 
that there is little if any indication of its existence 
from Low^er Circular Road, one of the main 
arteries of the city About 500 persons on the 
average are emplo)ed there, but the number 
would naturally be very much greater without 
the up-to-date equipment of machinery vvhicli 
reduces labour to a minimum, and contributes to 
the maximum efficiency of workmen and quality 
of output The plant, operated b) electricity, has 
been continually improv ed and kept m line with 
modem inventions, for in such a business the 
minutest details of time and labour in productive 
capacity have to be ven carefully w^atched In 
the stress of modem competition machinery that 
mav have proved thoroughlt satisfactory a 
decade or two ago, is not infrequentl) rendered 
obsolete by new contrn^ances of increased power 
The products of the pattern and wood-working 
section of the Vulcan Iron Works mat be 


Engineers, 172, Lower Circular Road 
regarded as the initial stages of tl^e interesting 
operations which eventually result in finished cast 
mgs, ranging from articles weighing a k" 
ounces to as much as six tons The iron foundn 
specialises 10 large pipes and “ specials, pump 
barrels, cylinders, and a wide range of 
laneous articles The non-ferreous metals arc 
handled in a separate foundr) , where bra->s, gun 
metal, acid-proof bronze, vvhite-metal and a unij 
mum castings of all descriptions arc pro ucc 
The Vulcan Iron Works, Ltd , were profnu ' 
the first firm m India to successful!} 
aluminium pistons and gear-cases for ^ 
The equipment of the machine-shop 
tainly impressive, presenting, as it docs, < P 
spective of shafting and wheels, might) 
and intricate and powerful machines, n ' 
metal is wrought into innumerable t ing 
dexteritv and precision extending to ^ 
measurements The compan) 's activn 
exceedingly comprehensive, and up 

the manufacture of the smallest y ' 
to huge tanks for all purposes, an 


dimensions 

The Vulcan Iron Works, Ltd, op ‘ 
marked ability and success as cons 
engineers, and hav'e erected man) 
coaon mills, etc The) were 
medals for iron and brass castings, n 
for constructional steel, at the La c 
tion of 1923 p rd 

Their telegraphic address is \ B C 

cutta, and the codes used arc the j 
edition, Bentlei 's, and private 
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WORTHINGTON-SIAIPSON, LTD , Cnil Mechanical Engineers, Alanufacturers of all 
Classes of Pflniping Machinery, etc , 10, Cine Street 

No name is better known throiigliont the w'orld installation w^as also elFectcd by them, and con- 

in connection with pumping plant and allied sists of power pumps druen through gearing by 

machmcr} than that of Messrs Worthington- A C electric motors, delivering the w^ater 

Simpson, Ltd During the past thirt\ jcars the\ against 2,780 feet m one lift 

haee contributed \er\ much to the 'economic The firm’s head offices in India are at 10, Clive 
de\elopment and progress of India h\ their pro- Street There are branches at Bombay and 

ductions and ser\ ices throughout that country in Delhi and agencies at Madras, Rangoon, Karachi, 

ever) phase of operation rel.atmg to water supply, Lahore, and Ahmedabad The manager for India 

drainage, condensing installation-, for turbine and is Mr ^ J Russel, MIME, AMICE, 

other steam generating plant, etc The mum- A M I M E , assisted bj a staff of highly-skilled 

cipal water and drainage facilities m the large engineers, whose work covers all parts of the 

towns as well as innumerable installations in Indian Empire 

mills, tea estates, and other industrial undertak- The great Worthington-Simpson business w^as 

mgs of e\er} description testif) eloqucnth to the established in London m 1 / 9 ° when modern 

firm’s remarkable \crsatihtc m the most economic engineering was in its infanc)' In 1886 the 

as well as cflectne solution of c\er) problem that firm, which, up to that time, had been knowm as 

can arise m the wide and important sphere of James Simpson and Co , w'as formed into a 

actiMties m wdiicli thee ha\e attained such uni- limited liability company under the present desig- 

\ersal fame It was Messrs Worthington- nation, and new' works, occupying many acres, 

Simpson, Ltd , for instance, who installed the w-ere erected at New'ark-on -Trent, Nottingham- 

Di\i irrigation pumps, which are coupled dircctK shire The registered offices are at Queen’s 

to Diesel oil engines, the w'hole capacity of the House, Kingsw'a}, London, WC 2 

nine sets being of the \er^ high figure of 7^0 The firm’s telegraphic address m Calcutta is 
cubic feet of "water per second The Simla “ Aquosity,” and thej use all the standard codes 

W NEWMAN and CO , LTD , Printers, Bookbinders, Stationery Manufacturers, Booksellers, etc , 

3, Old Court House Street 

MoDER^ cnilisation has developed nothing of a harmon) of co-ordination that contnbutes 

greater influence and importance than the multi- greatly to general efficienc} and the saving of 

plicit\ of Its literature, and the stock of books time and labour The clientele of Messrs W 
and otlier reading matter in the w ell-know'n est ih Newman and Co, Ltd, extends throughout 

lishment of Messrs W New'man and Co , Ltd , is India, also to Burma, the Straits Settlements 

an interesting and accurate index to public tastes and even Aden 

and requirements in that connection The books The business is one of man} undertakings in 

obtainable there range through every depart- Calcutta w'lth ver}' interesting associations It 

inent of the publishing trade — grave and ga^, was founded m 1854 b} Mr Samuel Harraden, 

educational and amusing, fact and fiction, philo- father of the celebrated no\ehst Beatrice Harra- 

aoph} and romance, in a great vanety of binding, den, author of Ships That Pass In The jTight, and 

from the cheapest editions to handsomely bound other famous w'orks Mr Samuel Harraden was 

^olumes W'lth gilt-edged leaves u noted musician and scholar and organist of 

But this popular and useful source of supply of St Paul’s Cathedral, Calcutta 
ever\ description of literature, stationery, and The original premises of the firm w'ere at 

fancy goods, etc , is only a small part of 4> Dalhousie Square, on the site of the old Bengal 

the business m comparison w'lth its promi- Club, and thev mo\ed into their present quarters 

nence in the local printing trade In the latter m the Great Eastern Hotel arcade in 1923 

connection Messrs W Newman and Co , Ltd , The firm was formed m 1920 into a limited 

ha\e in Meredith Lane one of the largest and liabilit} compan} The Alanaging Director is 

best appointed printing works in India, gning Mr E A Eden, son of the late Hon Mr E B 

employment to several hundreds of persons The Eden, Member of the Bengal Legislative Council, 

machiner\ equipment, operated bi electriciU v ho had been proprietor of the business for many 
includes two monotypes, one hnot}pe, and \ears Mr E A Eden, it mat be mentioned, 

practicalh e\er} thing that modem saence has seri'ed with the Calcutta Port Defence in East 

m\ented for the perfection of process and result Africa during the Great War and returned with 

'n all that relates to printing and its allied aclivi- the rank of Captain and the award of M C The 

■^'cs, such as machine ruling, bookbinding, other directors are Mr P H Compton and Mr 

stationer} manufacture, steel die and copper J F Do}le The firm’s London agents are 

plate engraMng, etc E\erv description of Messrs G Harraden and Co , 5, Brickhill Lane, 

■coloured pnntiiig and lithograph} is also abU Lpper Thames Street London, E C The tele- 

executed b\ the firm Each of the departments graphic address is “ Numanco,” and the codes 

■doietails into the other and all are operated in used are the ABC ^tli edition and Bentle\ ’s 
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THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO (INDIA). LTD , 14, Old Court House Street 


The General Electric Co (India), Ltd, was 
formed in 1911, and is a subsidiar)' of the General 
Electric Co , Ltd , known all over the world as 
the G E C , for wdiich it is sole agent im India 
The General Electric Co (India), Ltd , has 
branches at Bombay, Madras, and Lahore, and 
IS amongst the largest suppliers in India of 
everything of an electrical character connected 
with electric powder and lighting in central pow'er 
stations, towns, industrial concerns, palaces, 
residences, and offices 

The showrooms and extensive godowns at 14, 
Old Court House Street, contain a most com- 
prehensive and unique assortment of electrical 
goods, including the Osram lamps and Swan 
fans for which the company is sole distributer 
throughout the Indian Empire 

Affiliated with the General Electric Co , Ltd , 
of Magnet House, Kingsway, London, W C 2 
aie 

Tlie General Electric de Eiance, Ltd 
The General Electric Co (of China), Ltd 
The British General Electnc Co , Ltd , Australn 
The British General Electric Co , Ltd , South Africa 
The Anglo Argentine General Electric Co , Ltd 
The General Electric Co (India), Ltd., repre- 
sents, in addition to the G E C , also the follow- 
ing allied undertakings 

Fraser A Chalmers Engineering Works, Jlnnufac 
turers of Ihirhines and Conveyors, Mining 
Machinei-j 


Peel Conner Telephone Works 
Pirelli General Cable Works, Ltd 
Chamberlain and Hookhnni, Ltd , Electncitv Aleffn 
Siemens A General Electricity Rnilrnv Signal Co 
litd 

The haphazard lighting of the ordinan jute 
mill is providing The General Electnc Co 
(India), Ltd , with opportunities of which if u 
taking excellent adiantage In this connection 
It has a staff of highly skilled English electrical 
engineers, who draw up illumination plans lint 
meet everj^ requirement, and the resulting instal 
lations demonstrate verj' impressively the cco- 
noni)' as wiell as the increased efficiency of elec- 
tricity in that connection Thus the plants sup 
plied and installed by the company in some of 
the largest jute mills are giving four times the 
light previously obtained without any increase 
in the power current Upw'ards of one hundred 
tea gardens in Northern India have been equipped 
by the General Electric Co (India), Ltd , with 
electnc plants, and these have proved of great 
efficacy in the reduction of malaria — a mosquito, 
for instance, cannot remain in the power radius 
of an electric fan 

The company’s telegraphic address is “ kilo- 
watt,” Calcutta, and the codes used are Cole 
and private 


MACKENZIE, LYALL and CO , Auctioneers, Merchants, Commission Agents, and Proprielors 
of ‘‘The Exchange Gazette and Daily Advertiser,” 5, Mission Row 


In Mission Row and its vicinity the impressions 
of the past are in abundant evidence A portion 
of that old thoroughfare, close to Mangoe Lane, 
branches off at right angles like anotlier street, 
and has the appearance of being a cul de sac, 
but when the seeming end of it is almost reached 
there is suddenly disclosed a still further continua- 
tion of the ancient way The loft} and impos- 
ing modern three-storey building of Messrs 
Mackenzie, Lyall and Co , in striking contrast to 
the quaint old structures by wdiich it is closely 
surrounded and hidden, conies so swnftly and 
unexpectedly into view that it never fails to sur- 
prise people visiting the quarter for the first time 
Although only completed for the firm in 1918, its 
style IS m delightful harmony wuth its environ- 
ment, and the edifice might well haye been erected 
in the far-off }ears when most of the buddings m 
the district were constructed 

The old yvorld surroundings in ivhich Messrs 
Mackenzie, L}all and Co conduct their many and 
bus} activities are in keeping wuth their interesting 
history Their business was started in 1808 by 
tyy'-o Scotsmen, Murdoch klackenzie and James 
Napier L}all, the latter related to the famih name 
that has added such lustre to the civil seryice 
of India. 

The firm’s initial premises yvere on the south 


side of Dalhousie Square, betyyeen A ansi v 
Royv and Council House Street, and in 
to coffee rooms, yvhicli, oyving to their being' ^ 
faymurite resort of ship captains of those ai 
came to be knoyvn as The Coffee Exchange "in 
subsequently as The Exchange In place o 1 s 
buildings noyv stand some of the great 
office structures of Calcutta, but The J' 
IS still commemorated in the title of The yen 
Gazette and Daily Advettisei, yvlnch, star 
Messrs Mackenzie, Lyall and Co in i i 
therefore, one of the oldest ,(,liU 

Orient, still demonstrates its interest 
yery effectiv^ely and yy'ith a popularit} . j,, 

passing of the }ear3 onh Ini' 

Ihe first premises of Messrs 
and Co yy^ere extended considernbi} in 
time, and ey^entually tfiddl 


jiliC, cixiu c veil Lua/z > r TJ 1 n 

lad onginalh been the palace of i"' 
on yvhen St John’s yvas the ci-n- 

’alcutta, a centur}^ before the ,,1 ff'-' 

cmplated They remained tiierc diinn 
rhen they removed to L}ons - prr 

n 1918, as alread} indicated, to 
uarters in Mission Royy ^ r 

The old copies of The JUxchanf/e / 

larly Adiettiyei, carefully .jiTt 1 ^”' 

eloquent of times and conditions that 


ire 
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gone for c\cr, and the fact tliat the} arc often 
utilised b} subpana b^ tlic Court of Small Causes 
IS an eloquent indication of the fund of \aluablc 
local information which thc\ contain Thus, for 
instance, one of the bound ^olumes for 1S40-45 
records that the first tea sale in Calcutta w'as 
held b\ Messrs Mackenzie, L\all and Co , w'hile 
in the following \olumc for 1S46 is described tbc 
local excitement m connection witb the then pre- 
\ ailing trade in opium m which the firm’s scr\ices 
were utilised as auctioneers The ivor\ hammer 
that W'as used for a certain remarkable sale in 
that connection is also amongst the interesting 
mementoes kept bN the firm of their historic 
activities in former times 

Messrs Mackenzie, La all and Co are the lead- 
ing auctioneers in India, and the articles dis- 


posed of at their sales embrace the entire gamut 
of human necessities and luxuries The} are 
also large wane and spirit merchants, and 
amongst the many noteworthy brands handled 
b} them are the celebrated “ Exsliaw"" ” brandy, 
“ Beehive ” brandt, and Robertson Bros ’ port, 
for wdiicb the} are sole agents in Calcutta. 

Insurance forms an important department of 
their business and they are agents for the Queens- 
land Insurance Co , Ltd , National Assurance 
Co of Ireland, Motor Insurance Co , Ltd , and 
L’Urbaine Insurance Co , JLtd The partmers 
arc Messrs Willoughby Steuart and H F 
Coltart The telegraphic address is “ Viking,” 
Calcutta, and the codes used by them are the 
V B C 5th and 6th editions, Ai, Bentley’s and 
Western Union 


THE ANGUS CO , LTD , Manufacturers, 3, Clive Roav Proprietors of Angus Jute Works and 
Angus Engineering Works, Angus P 0 , Hooghly District. 


The Angus Jute Works, established in 1913, gnes 
emplo}ment to about 30 Europeans and 6,000 
Indians The Angus Engineering Works, estab- 
lished in 1917, emplo}s about 30 Europeans and 
1,800 Indians, who are kept bus} in the foundr}, 
forge and machine shop making textile machiner} 
for the Calcutta jute mills TIica make castings 
up to 20 tons, and turn out almost the complete 
line of machiner}' for a jute mill 

The telegraph and post office at the Avorks is 
Angus, Hooghl} District, Bengal The office of 
the Engineering Works is at the Avorks, and the 
telegraphic address is ‘‘ Angusivorks Angus- 
india ” 

All business in connection AAith the Angus Jute 
Works IS transacted at the office at 3, CliA'e Roav, 
the telegraphic address being ” Anguspence,” 
Calcutta 



TAMARIND TREE AT ANGUS, 
looking up the road In front of No 2 Bungalow 
Beyond the line of bushes on the right the lawn 
slopes away to the river, not visible in the picture 


HENRY WILLIAMS (INDIA), LTD , Manufacturers of Railway Appliances 

Head Office 7, Church Lane 


This companA is a subsidiar} of the aa ell-knoAA'n 
manufacturers of railA\a} appliances, Alessrs 
Henr} Williams, Ltd , at AAhose A\orks at Dar- 
lington are made m my of the appliances aaIiicIi 
contribute to the utilit} , comfort, and safetA of 
niodern railAA'ai s, A\ith special reference to perma- 
nent AAaA' and signal AAork For the purpose of 
being better able to deal Avith the great demand 
for their productions in India, a separate com- 
PanA AAas formed in 1921, under the name of 
Henr\ Williams (India), Ltd , aaIiicIi has become 
one of the noteAAorthy industrial undertakings in 
Calcutta That compan} ’s AAorks in Andul Road 
and Bharpara Road, HoAArah, gne emploAment 
lo about 1,200 persons, and are aacII equipped for 
the AAide range of work therein performed, aaIucI. 
includes the manufacture of points and crossings, 
steel sleepers, bolts, nuts, ru ets, spikes signal- 
frames, and permanent AAaA and signal 


appliances of all kinds The machinerA and 
methods are of the most up-to-date kind, and are 
a Aery creditable demonstration of Avhat can be 
done to accomplish difficult manufacturing opera- 
tions AA'ith local labour Man} of the patent 
deA ices in possession of the compan} are stan 
dard articles m British and Indian railA\aA prac- 
tice, and are both economical in labour saAing 
and highh contributor} to the perfection of safe 
AAorking conditions on railAAa}s The business 
IS AA'ell established, and its products are aacII 
knoAAn for their good qualitA 

The directors of the companA in India are 
:\Iessrs O R 'WiDiams, C M 'Atkinson, and 
A H Bishop, AAho are expert railiAaA engineers 
AAith extensiAe knoAA ledge and experience in that 
connection The compan} 's telegraphic address 
IS ” Pointsman ” Calcutta', and thcA use the 6th 
edition of the ABC code 


LIGHTFOOT REFRIGERATION COMPANY, LTD , Balhaghatta Road, Entah 
description of this compan} aaiII be found in the section entitled “ Commercial BombaA ” 
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THE GREAT EASTERN HOTEL, LTD , Old Court House Street 


The nucleus of the Great Eastern Hotel was 
formed in 1851 by Mr David Wilson under the 
name of “ The Auckland Hotel and the Hall of 
all Nations," and included various properties and 
shops The entire premises were sold by Mr 
Wilson in 1865 to a company formed to take them 
over 

The company at the time of the transaction was 
not m a position to pay the whole amount of 
the purchase money, and the properties were 
mortgaged to Mr David Wilson to secure the 
balance of the purchase money , but before repay- 
ment m 1886 the Great Eastern Hotel Co , Ltd , 
went into voluntary liquidation for the purpose 
of reconstruction, and a new company under the 
same name was formed 

Meanwhile many improvements and additions 
had been made to the hotel, which resulted in 
Its becoming one of the largest and best appointed 
hotels in India The shops which had been on 
the ground floor were cleared away, giving place 
to the spacious and attractive entrance hall and 
offices with electric elevators connecting all the 
upper floors 

To desenbe the hotel as it is at the time of 
writing is unnecessary, as the establishment is 
now being rebuilt at an estimated cost of Rs 30 
lakhs It must be understood, however, that 
plans have been evolved which reduce the incon- 
venience of the great transformation to a mini- 
mum Thus the cuisine and service are as attrac- 
tive as ever Indeed, the care expended in that 
connection leaves nothing to be desired The 
culinary departments are equipped throughout 
with the latest devices for the perfection of pro- 
cess and result, including refrigerating chambers, 
marble counters, and the most modern contri- 
vances for cleaning plates, polishing silver, etc 
The pleasure of lunching or dining at the Great 
Eastern Hotel is enhanced by its orchestra of 
talented musicians 

The average stock of choice vines and spirits 
kept for the hotel’s requirements is of a value 
of j^2o,ooo , while the assortments of preserved 
food dainties of every description in its storage 
sections represents the choicest comestibles that 
the world can supply The water supply is aug- 
mented by two artesian wells, 310 feet and 280 
feet deep respectively, so that the purit> of the 
water so obtained is bejond question The hotel 
has Its own baker} and bread depots, and its 
own aerated wrater factory equipped wnth Barnett 
and Foster machiner}', where all the operations 
are subsennent to the most scrupulous cleanli- 
ness as w'cll as purity and high qualitv of the 
output The broad balcon} , charmingh deco- 
rated wath flowers and plants, is admirabl} 
adapted for dolce far mente, or for w'atching the 
panorama of Old Court House Street 

Another pleasant place is the large reading and 
writing hall plentiful!} supplied with all kinds of 
literature, including the leading English illus- 


trated weekly periodicals The corridors of the 
hotel are composed of marble slabs, and the adf 
walls are covered with white tiles up to a lieiebt 
of about four feet The floors of all the bed 
rooms and public sections are also of marble, and 
electric fans are installed in all the rooms Mo^t 
of the bedrooms have their own baths with iw 
and cold water and modern sanitation 

At present the area of the ground occupied bv 
the Great Eastern Hotel comprises about an 
acie, but the scheme for the new buildintj pro- 
vides for accommodation covering twice Imt 
area The frontages of the complete site will 
be, on Old Court House Street, 240 feet, on 
British Indian Street, 440 feet, and on AVatcrIoo 
Street, 437 feet In the new design, arranjtc 
ments are made to give the greatest ainness and 
to provide as many rooms as possible with a 
southern aspect On the Waterloo Street front 
age on the south side, a large open court )ard 
with a garden will be provided, and it is about 
this that the buildings will be grouped The 
mam entrance will be in ils natural position m 
the centre of the north block, which will be 
approached from Waterloo Street or, as at 
present, from Old Court House Street 
will also be entrances from British Indian Street 


A feature will be the main lounge, taken up 
through two floors over an area of 3,360 square 
feet A tea lounge, grill room, American Imr 
bilhard-room and offices wull also be accon 
modated on the ground floor 

Amongst the new improvements will c 
public restaurant and ball-room with an 
3,400 square feet, and a roof garden witi • 
area of 4,320 square feet The total , 

bedrooms available on all floors will be 23 
by a special arrangement of other rooms, 1 
be possible in an emergency to 
number to a maximum of 286 A ^cr} ^ 
w'orthy characteristic of the new rooms wi 
their adaptability for conversion as require 
independent service flats 

Other modern features m the new 
pneumatic and speaking tubes, stag^ l-nhnnr 
radio towmr, and children's playcoom c 
w'lll be connected in all the apartments 
The directors of the compan} comprise 1 
E Nissim, C L Scott, G F, Ross. O H 
son, and Babu Girandra Nanth 

'in ens’ 


prominent and highly esteemed biisines 
fessional men of Calcutta 
plimented on their able Gcneml • 
Secretary, Mr AV J Re}nolds, " ^,r~i 

engaged in hotel and restaurant 1 
he was fifteen }ears of age , h'l' ' 

experience of it with some of the c< , / 
and restaurants in Paris and rs 

o\er the management of The , i,ot(l ' 

1904 The telegraphic address o j ^ 

“ Greastem," Calcutta, and the emk ^ 

the A B C 4th and 5th editions, Ai, ano 
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A. and J MAIN and CO , LTD , Structural Engineers, 10, Clive Street 


Ini name of A and J Mam and Co , Ltd , is 
well known throiiglioul tlic world in connection 
with c\er} tiling pertaining to structural engin- 
eerings In tlieir Chdesdale lion orks, Possil- 
park, Glasgow', has been pioduced for many 
decades work that has well upheld the fame of 
Scottish enterprise and abihtv m that connection 

The histor\' of the firm’s actmtics in India 
dates from 1S73, when Mr J R Main, one of 
the original founders of the compan^ , opened an 
agency at Calcutta under the management of 
Messrs Duncan Bros 1 en } ears later, at the 
time of the Calcutta Exhibition, the agenci was 
taken over b} Messrs McLeod and Co , who 
conducted it until 190a Up to that date nearly 
all the work undertaken bv the firm was in con- 
nection with the tea mdustr} , and Mam’s leaf 
and tea houses nia} be seen to-da\ in all districts 
in which the plant is cultnatcd 

It was, of course, ineMtable tiiat other manu- 
facturing firms should enter the field in w Inch 
Messrs A and J IMam and Co ’s entei prise 
had been so successful , but the fact remains 
that this companj were the pioneers in struc- 
tural W'ork in the tea gardens and factories of 
India , and the improvement effected in recent 
jears in that connection is to a very large extent 
due to the manner m wdiicli they adapted them- 
sehes to meet the changed requirements of 
planters 

The compan} ’s workshops at Sealdah were 
soon found to be altogether inadequate for the 
increasing volume of trade, and in iqoy new' 
works w'ere opened at Shalimar, on the w'CStem 


bank of the River Hooghly, about four miles from 
Calcutta 

The first contract to be executed under the new 
conditions w'as the superstructure of the North 
Western Raihvay carriage and wagon work- 
shops at Lahore, w'hicli required about 7,000 tons 
of steel Other steel w'orks of importance erected 
by the company include an extensive range of 
buildings of the Tata Iron and Steel Co at Sachi, 
w'orkshops for the Bengal Nagpur Railway at 
Kharagpur, having a covered area of 500,000 
square feet, the Grand Oriental Hotel, Colombo, 
for w'hich 2,500 tons of steel were supplied, a 
suspension bridge with a dear span of 6,500 feet 
for The Burma Oil Company, Rangoon , Sealdah 
Station, Calcutta, for the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way Co , How'rah Station, Calcutta, for the East 
Indian Raihvay Co and the Bengal Nagpur Rail- 
W'ay Co systems , and a large number of bridges 
for railway crossings and roads 

Although the firm occupy a leading position in 
suppl}mg steel roofing for all purposes, they have 
built up a very extensive fencing business , and 
It IS no exaggeration to say that a ver}' large pio- 
portion of the fencing and railing used in India 
by raihva) and other enterprises is manufactured 
by them 

Messrs ^ and J Mam and Co , Ltd , are 
represented at Bombay Their telegraphic 
address lor both Bombay and Calcutta is 
“ Mamco ” , and the codes used by them are the 
ABC 5th and 6th editions. Engineering 2nd 
edition, and Bentley’s 


SIEMENS (INDIA), LTD., Electrical Engineers and Manufacturers, 4, Lyons Range 


Lstvbiished in 1923, Messrs Siemens (India), 
Ltd , are as eleetncal engineers and manufac- 
turers operating with characteristic German 
thoroughness of organisation in their serwee and 
supplies The satisfactor}' nianner in which they 
have completed many large and important con- 
tracts augurs w'ell for still greater achievements 
the same connection. Amongst the things 
already done by them mention may be made of 
the supply and installation of the S,ooo kw' 
generator for the Tata Iron and Steel tVorka at 
Jamshedpur , the supply and installation of the 
Lahore new' electric lighting plant of 6,200 kw , 
Mso the electric lighting plant of Dharw'ar, Dhol- 
Pur, Sukkur, Jullunder, Hingenghat, Huhli, 
baharanpore, Gujranw'ala, H\derabad (Sind), 
and Gauhati 

iMessrs Siemens (India), Ltd , have at Calcutta 
a Morkshop wdiere many highh skilled men are 
t^niploy ed in all kinds of electrical and mechanical 
t\ork The\ have also branches at Bombay 
ahore, Rangoon, agents at Madras and Colombo, 
®^L-agents throughout the Indian Empire 
the business is a subsidiary of the famous firm 
® Siemens-Schuckert, w'ho, with their equally 


large and related contemporaries, Messrs Sie- 
mens and Halske, are the leading manu- 
facturers in Germany of ca ery description of 
electrical and general engineering machinery' and 
equipment, and their extensive factories at 
Berlin, Gartenfeld, Charlottenburg, Lichtenburg, 
Nuremburg, and \ lenna, are unsurpassed of 
their kind any'W'here , w'hile branch offices are 
estabhslied at all the principal cities of the 
world Mr tVerner von Siemens', w'ho laid the 
foundation of that huge and influential combina- 
tion in iSq7 with a staff of only 24 mechanics, 
W'as the inventor of the electrical dynamo, and 
through his genius the Morse code apparatus 
W'as ultimately de\ eloped By him, too, the first 
electric cable was laid between England and the 
Continent His brother and eventual partner was 
Sir "William Siemens of England 

The managing director of Messrs Siemens 
(India) Ltd , is Baron E de R^iha and the other 
directors are IMessrs. J Van der Noordaa, Lala 
Harl ichenlal, and E M Leslie The firm’s tele- 
graphic address is “ W'ernersea ” Calcutta and 
the codes used are Bentley’s and the \ B C 6th 
edition 
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GLENFIELD and KENNEDY, LTD , Hydraulic and Irrigation Engineers, 

Fairlie House, 4, Fairlie Place 

Messrs Gleotield A^-D KE^-^-EDT, Ltd , are famous the population of that town The firm’s foundrr 

all over the world for their manufactures of sluice production v eeklj in castings of e\ en dcscnptior 
valves, hydrants, and all classes of water and is about 400 tons 

sewerage-works fittings, h3draulic machinerj'^, jNIessrs Glenfield and Kenned} , Ltd , are con 

tractors to the Admiralty, India Office, Y ar Office, 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, etc , etc Thc\ 
have been established in India since 1908, whm 
they opened their first office there at Bombii 
In 1918 their Calcutta office was established The 
work which this prominent and influential fimi 
have performed tliroughout the Indian Empire 
includes everything pertaining to the highh 
specialised branches of sennee and suppl\ for 
which the} are so welLknown ever} v here Tlici 
contracted, for instance, for the supph and era 
tion of the under sluices and the regulators for 
the head works of the Sadar Canals m the 
United ProMnees, and at the time of writing are 
suppl}nng and erecting similar materials for the 
Nizam of Sagar’s works, H}derabad Thc\ al^o 
supplied the large h} draulicall} operated pen 
stocks, the Indraulic hauling machinery for the 
cassion, and the h}draulic pumping plant forthi 
new' King George’s Dock, Calcutta, which will he 
one of the greatest docks in the Orient Recenth 
they completed a large contract in connection with 
the supply of valves for the new' Calcutta Corpora 
tion Waterworks Reorganisation Scheme 
KILBURN HOUSE, 4. FAIRLIE PLACE, TJie firm’s general manager for India is Mr ” 

Containing Offices of Sinclair Kenned} (The manager at Calcirtti. 

GLENFIELD and KENNEDY, LTD is Mr T H Watson, A M I C L, M Inst 

(India) The telegraphic address is “ Glcnficlil, 
pumping machiner}', irrigation sluices, Kennedy’s Calcutta, and the codes used are the A B C 411 

patent w'ater meters, etc Their business w'as edition, Engineering, and prnate Messrs Gkn 

founded in 1855, and has developed into one of field and Kennedy, Ltd , are agents for Fkniing 

the largest concerns of its kind in the United and Ferguson, Ltd, Phccni\ ^Vorks, Pais cj . 

Kingdom The headquarters and w'orks at Kil- dredging plant, and British Pitometcr Co Lti . 

marnock, Scotland, cover an area of about 23 39, Victoria Street, London, S W'^ i , tn 1 

acres, and give employment to thousands of meters, Cole recorder and Cole recording P' 

people, w'ho form a considerable proportion of meters 

ANDERSON, WRIGHT and CO , Alerchants and Agents, 22, Strand Road ^ 

Gexeral merchandising m Calcutta as elsew'here tunity presented by the fluctuations of 
necessitates accuracy of judgment, as well as and supply, and have put through nian> 

thorough knowledge and experience of goods and deal b} accurate interpretation of specin 

the intricacies and peculiarities of native trade quirements accruing from careful stucl\ 

Pitfalls for the unw'ar}' are numerous indeed, and many factors in connection w'lth loca ’ 

all the more credit redounds, therefore, to the The original founders have been 

firms W'ho have in this great market built up an and the present partners arc Mr J , 

extensive connection and a reputation for relia- London , and Mr R Dalglish, Mr 

bility and resource that has Avithstood all the and Mr I A Clark, Calcutta irrriiar' 

se\ere tests w'hich recent }ears have imposed on Besides their actuitics as ^ " ;-^tc s‘ 

e\en the soundest and strongest concerns Messrs Anderson, Wright and Co P 

Messrs Anderson, WYight and Co , for instance, Managing Agents of 

ha\e seen man\ changes in goods and methods Khardah C-oal Co, Ltd 

since the inception of their business in 1S72, but Bokaro A Rimgirh Co Ltd 

ha\e e\er adapted themsehes witli enterprise and Central Kurkend Coil Co, Lit 

abilit} to the esolution of local wholesale trade in Samkdili Ssndicito 

e\ers department of commerce Amongst the ^.nd also agents for 

leading importers of cotton piece-goods, the} arc, Commercial Union Ii)-.tinnce Co , 

and ha\e e\er been, quick to seize e\er} oppor- Xatal Direct Line of SieTmers 
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A FIRPO, LTD , Confectioners and Caterers, Cliowrmghee 

Finro’s ' What a n.imc tliat ib in Caltulta in con- n. pre-eminent for music, dancing, and joyousness, 

ncction witli ever} thing bright and entertaining, for delicious eatables and drinkables, amidst 

good food and select wines and spirits -Amongst artistic and refined surroundings, nice people, 

those who know the gicat cit\ , Firpo’s is pleasing well dressed and well-behaved — not for the rag-tag 

to utter and hear, especi.ilb when arrangements and bob-tail, who are catered for elsew'here 

for the e\ening arc under consideration Firpo’s, I'lrpo’s has room for more than i,ooo guests at 

as a happy remembrance or a waiting delight, ane time, including its balcony lounge, the 

must doubtless obtrude greath amidst the w^eare greater part of wdiich overlooks the beautiful ex- 
labour and monotone of the dole routine, and in pause of the Maidan, the great health asset of 

lonele rooms and strenuous olhces thoughts of Calcutta 



LADIES' TEA ROOM BALCONY OVERLOOKING THE MAIDAN 



BALL AND DINING ROOM CONFECTIONERY DEPARTMENT 

SCENES IN FIRPO'S RESTAURANT. 


Firpo’s and what it connotes come and go wath Ever} thing connected wath Firpo’s is the result 

glad suggestion and promise There is not of long and careful evolution from the ordinar} 

another undertaking like Firpo’s in the Orient It to the extraordinary Its famous Louis XVI 

combines business and pleasure in a wa} unsur- ballroom and restaurant has no duplicate in India 

passed east of Suez It caters to modern require- One side of the ballroom, extending from its 

meats with an acute understanding of what is special sprung dance floor to the ceihno-, is a huge 

t' anted b\ people surfeited with mediocrit\ and mirror, which enormous!} enhances The appear- 

ess Firpo’s stands for the extra touch, “ the ance of the beautiful half, and gues the illusion 

hi Fow' much It IS, ’ and the innumer- that it is twice as large as its 2,400 square feet 

able little details of the superlatue Firpo’s has An example of the fastidious attention paid b} 

econic so famiharh and popularU established m Firpo's to the welfare of the guests ma\ be indi- 

le social life of Calcutta, that its influence is cated b} the fact that the atmosphere of the 

’ciond ordinaiy appraisement Primanh , Firpo’s restaurant and ballroom and its adjuncts is kept 
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constantly fresh and pure by the great electric 
Sirocco fan on the roof, which has a draft of 
1,000,000 cubic feet of fresh air per minute No 
other place in Calcutta is similarly equipped It 
IS not surprising, therefore, that there is dancing 
at Firpo’s every evening throughout the year, in 
the hot season as well as the cold , and in that 
respect also it is unique Its gala nights are 
events of great anticipation, delightful realisation, 
and happy remembrance Parisian dolls and 
souvenir gifts are presented to guests on such 
occasions 

But Firpo’s is very much more than a great 
restaurant, equipped and operated on the lines 
of Its best European contemporaries It is the 
largest confectionery business in India, as might 
be inferred b}' the spacious retail department on 
one side of the popular cafe on the ground floor 
opening on to Chowrmghee The handsome 
showcases are particular!)' noteworthy and in har- 
mony with their delicious contents, for Firpo’s 
productions have a reputation extending not onh 
throughout India, but across the seas The beau- 
tiful illustrated catalogue of the company’s cakes 
and confectionery is a masterpiece of elegance, 
and a surprising revelation of the wide range of 
their productions, which embrace the choicest 
dainties in the most artistic forms that could be 
imagined The reproductions therein of the gold 
medals awarded to Mr A Firpo for wedding 
cakes, confectionery, and catering, at various 
London, Manchester, and Calcutta Exhibitions 
speak more eloquently than columns of stereotyped 
phraseolog)' 

The business gives emplo}ment to about 500 
persons, and all the departments are under the 
supervision of a staff of forty highh -skilled Euro- 


peans, each a sepcialist in his particular job To 
anyone inspecting its ramifications, vhicharcun 
much larger than even its enthusiastic patrons 
realise, the greatest surprise, doubtless, would k 
m the kitchen, bakery, and confectioners depnn 
ments, where a plant of machinery is in operation 
that not only reduces labour to a minimum, bu, 
performs the work with ever so much greater 
thoroughness and efficienc) and eliminates am 
hand contact with the materials, which are re 
ceived by the consumer in virgin punts and fresh 
ness The 4,000 loaves baked by Firpo’s daih 
are untouched by hand in their manufacture, fo 
the dough is mixed by machinery, and tiie loasc^, 
after baking in the wonderful steam osens, are 
deposited automatically on to the specialls pro 
pared wax paper svrappers and despatched, the 
heat of the new loaves securing the adhesion of 
the wax paper at each end No hands touch 
Firpo’s loaves until their excellent and cdectne 
wax paper covering is remos’^ed 

Messrs A Firpo, Ltd , operate on a sen 
extensive scale as caterers, for svbich purpose thc\ 
have facilities and resources equal to tlic lanp't 
possible contracts, including mineral "otir 
machinery, refrigerators, etc , and great stores O' 
provisions and liquors of the finest qualiti, nn 
forgetting the firm’s celebrated tea and coffee put 
up in vacuum tins They have had the Iionouro^ 
appointment to successive Vicero}S and Governor' 
of India, and they are caterers to the 1 

cutta Turf Club To them are entrusted tiu 
arrangements for many of the large festna' an 
social events in Calcutta, including the annua 
Andrew’s Dinner, at which some 1^00 gnes 
present 


ALLEN, BERRY and CO , LTD , Automobile Engineers 
Head Office and Works 62, HazraRoad, Ballygunge , Sales Department and sen 

- • • ' Welding and Metal Cutting Co , Ltd ) 


Station 26, Park Street ( Oxy- Acetylene 

Messrs Ailen, Berry akd Co have the distinc- 
tion of being the first automobile firm that opened 
premises in Park Street, vvhich, since their advent 
there m 1914, has become the principal thorough- 
fare m Calcutta for the motor trade Their 
business was started in 1909 as a small general 
engineering concern, and vvas acquired by Mr P 
Gibson, vho removed it to Hazra Road, Bally- 
gunge In 1922 it had grown to an extent that 
led to the firm being formed into a limited liability 
company, and soon afterwards the works were 
greatU enlarged and equipped with everything 
for the expedition and perfection of all operations 
relating to the motor industry About 300 work- 
men are there emplo}ed under the supervision 
of European experts 

Messrs Allen, Berrv and Co , Ltd , who hay'e 
branches at Delhi, Lucknow, and Gauhati, are 
agents for the Chevrolet, Oakland, Pontiac, and 
Vauxhall cars , and the fact that they sell thou- 
sands of these per annum indicates eloquently not 


only the merits of the 'f’adrwln'-I’ 

also the company’s prominence in tli 
they exemplify so well 

Towards the close of the )car 19 
acet}lene department had grown jp enn 

extent that it was taken ov'cr as a 
cern by a company formed for 1 Mtii! 

the stj’le of the Ox;-ncc.tIcnc ''f'f “ 
cumng Co, Ltd, the 

the directors of Messrs Allen, romp'f’' 

Ltd , and a few personal friends ,,sfnclo ■' 
m question has carried tliroiigb very s< 
a large number of important we 4^ 

contracts, including that in 1 " 


contracts, inciuaing in.u , 

Lower Ganges Bridge at Sara 


IS 


devoted to broken maebint patt 


inrliid 
Iindti'- 


mtricate castings such as motor-cat 
aluminium crank cases, as vvt j 

boilers and ships and the machinery 
of factories 
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RANKEN and CO , LTD , Gentlemen’s Tailors and Outfitters, 4, Old Court House Street 


Some of (lie firms in Calcutta have records unsur- 
passed by anj others in (he British Empire The 
business of Messrs Ranken and Co , Ltd , for 
instance, established in 1770, may well be req'ardcd 
with meritorious pride bt its proprietors Wlicn 
It was founded America belonged to Great Britain 
and slaces figured considerably in the world’s 
merchandise, the French Rc\olution had not }et 
occurred, nor had the star of Napoleon blazed 
into glorj Those were the days of the Honour- 
able East India Company , and the thrilling story 
of the British occupation of India had not pro- 
ceeded ver) far 

No countrj in the world has been more note- 
worth) for the gorgeousness of its military and 
other uniforms than India Many of the splendid 
uniforms of the Indian Army in the early da)s 
w'ere made from designs submitted by Messrs 
Ranken and Co What interesting reminis- 
cences and associations, customs and styles of 
long-past times, are conjured up b) the name of 
this famous house that may still continue for 
another 150 )ears, or even indefinitely, so long 
as Calcutta is inhabited by men to w'hom excel- 
lence of cut and quality in clotbing is a matter of 
importance 

The general ensemble of the firm’s well-known 
establishment at 4, Old Court House Street is 
distinctly superior in every detail of appointment 
and stock Nothing is seen there not in harmony 
with the utmost refinement and good taste The 
assortments of fabrics on shelves and counters, 
and the artistic display of the various items per- 
taining to male outfitting, give the impression of 
being the best that tbe w'orld can offer in such 
things There is no discordant note in the 
chromatic effects and comparisons of ties and silk 
handkerchiefs, of socks and footwear, of suitings 
specially selected for men accustomed by birth and 
breeding to the best Tailors b) appointment to 
H M the King Emperor, H R H the Prince of 
Wales, and other members of the Royal Famih, 
' iceroys, Governors, Commanders-in-Chief in 


India Robe Makers also by appointment to the 
Most Exalted Order of the Star of India, the 
Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, 
Messrs Ranken and Co , Ltd , are not to be 
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considered in the category of the ordinary and 
commonplace Masters of sartorial art in its 
highest phase, they are as different from tlie crude 
commercial tailoring firms as a Michael Angelo 
picture IS from a pot-boiler in a suburban furniture 
shop Rankens ' the name is mentioned as an 
orthodox standard in clubs and homes where the 
best people congregate, people able to appreciate 
the “ little more and how much it is, and the 
little less and what worlds away ” in the cut of 
a garment and the texture of the material 

The firm was formed into a limited liability 
company in 1920 The managing directors are 
Messrs J Ritchie and P O Fawkes, and the 
other directors are Messrs J G Grahamslaw and 
F Lawrence Branches of the business are 
established at Simla, Lahore, Raw'alpindi, Murree, 
and Delhi The telegraphic address of Messrs 
Ranken and Co , Ltd , is “ Mentally,” and the 
codes used are the ABC 4th and 5th editions and 
private 


LANDALE and CLARK, LTD , Jute Merchants and Brokers, Fire and Loss Assessors and 

Salvage Contractors, II, Chve Street 


The great jute industry of Calcutta has in Messrs 
landale and Clark, Ltd , one of Its best known 
arms of merchants and brokers, wdio have no 
fewer than ig large baling premises in the Mofus- 
sil On one side of their business they are promin- 
ently and influentially engaged as fire and loss 
assessors and salvage contractors The w'ork in 
connection therewuth at Calcutta differs consider- 
abl) from that of their contemporaries at the 
other great ports of the world The conditions at 
alcutta ha^ e developed a complexity contributed 
o \ers' greatl) bv Indian ps3Scholog)9 which 
operates often m ways not demarcated by ortho- 
ox rule and foreign regulations , w'hile the 
c laracter of the products shipped from the great 
H 


port necessitates careful inspection and analyses 
for avoidance of trouble that multiplies indefi- 
nitely. Thorough and intimate acquaintance with 
Indian subtleties is an invaluable asset to indivi- 
duals who would operate successfully at Calcutta 
as fire and loss assessors and salvage contractors, 
and Messrs Landale and Clark, Ltd , appear to 
be m full and secure possession thereof 
in x'lew' of the fact that they are the 
principal firm m that connection in India 
iMessrs Landale and Clarke, Ltd , ha\ e been 
established for about forty years The tele- 
graphic address is “ Lanark,” Calcutta, and they 
use the ABC 5tli edibon code 
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BATHGATE and CO , Chemists, Druggists, and Aerated Water Manufacturers 
17, 18, and 19, Old Court House Street ' 


When the business of Messrs Bathgate and Co 
was founded inuSii, medical science was still gov- 
erned largely by the traditions and restrictions of 
the unenlightened past, and the activities of the 
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that is appointed in a manner thorouglih m keep- 
ing with professional discrimination and the tradi 
tions of the pharmaceutical avocation, ire 
numerous departments eloquently indicatne of Ih 
large trade transacted by Messrs Bathgate inJ 
Co as manufacturing chemists and druggists 
etc The list of their preparations is extremeh 
exhaustive, and includes many a remed) that hi' 
become firmly established in popular faiour and 
confidence through many >ears of proved elllcaci 
Probably the oldest and best known of the firm'' 
productions is their perfumed castor-oil for the 
hair, of which they sell immense quantities put up 
in 4-oz bottles, as they did more than one liundreJ 
years ago 

Messrs Bathgate and Co are also manufac 
turers of all kinds of aerated waters, wliicli thc\ 
turn out at the rate of about 8oo do 7 en bottle' 


apothecary were correspondingly circumscribed 
by crude ways and means difficult of realisation 
m these days of amazing achievements in every 
branch of scientific research and experiment for 
the prevention and amelioration of pain and 
illness The establishment of Messrs Bathgate 
and Co is one of the most noteworthy buildings 
in Old Court House Street , and were it possible 
to ascertain with precision tlie influence which has 
been exerted by the operations carried on within 
It throughout its long histor}', the resultant story 
would doubtless be much more thrilling than any 
novel or best seller of to-day Through the 
portals of that familiar edifice of hope and healing 
have passed countless thousands of people with 
necessities and desires as varied as human nature 
and the ills to which it is physically subject That 
procession started in the great days of Napoleon 
and Wellington, ivhen quaint recipes, handed 
down from generation to generation, were com- 
pounded by the firm’s dispensers, whose qualifica- 
tions were not so exacting as they now are, and 
the British Pharmacopseia was still compara- 
tively in Its prehminar}" stages in comparison 
witli what It has since become Very different, 
too, must have been the supplies of Messrs Bath- 
gate and Co from what they now are when their 
name began to be famous in the unattractive and 
undeveloped Calcutta of that date The great 
\ariet} of modem patent medicines and toilet 
articles had not been e\ohed, and various herbs, 
pomades, powders, ointments, pills, and mix- 
tures, well known doubtless in their daj, have 
long passed into oblivion, and ha^e been replaced 
b} tlie vast \arietj of specifics that are celebrated 
throughout the world Behind the retail section 


daily The water for the beverages pas c' 
through Berkefeld pressure filters, and the utniu't 
care is taken to render its purity beyond question 
Similar care for absolute cleanliness in even detml 
IS also observed in the manner in wdiicli the bottfis 
are cleansed in solutions of permanganate o 
potash The equipment in the aerated water fit 
tory was recently augmented by a refngemtor 
plant capable of producing a ton of ice dailj 
other aerated water factory in Calcutta is 'ini' 
larly equipped, and by means of the new' 
ment the firm are able to keep the w’ater 
manufacturing operations down to 40 deg a 
instead of the 80 deg to 90 deg wth 
had to contend before the advent of . 

machinery' The firm have their own n ^ 
laboratory', where tinctures and all spiritunu 
parations are manufactured « jl 

Another department in which Messrs ^ 
gate and Co operate with marked succcs^ 
connection with photographic materia ® ® 
description and the printing nnd d<^'^ 
films and plates, for which miniif''' 

excellent facilities and resources >e jj.. 
ture of all kinds of inks is another notci 


partment of their business cen f'’" 

The firm give employment to hd ' 

mdred and five hundred Indians, an j,, - 
eighteen Europeans is, w’lth Me"'’ 

tirely' Scottish , so also are the pa a ' 
Wh,le, A M Tr.,,ll, W T S'"' jj’ 

B Gardner, A G Lumn, A 
s J Mather Messrs 

anches m Camac Street and Balhk . 

tta Their telegraphic address f. ^ 

teco,” Calcutta, and they use 
1 and 6th editions 
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“ ENGLISHMAN,” LTD , 9, Hare Street. 


The Enghshinau has the chslinclion of being- the 
oldest dailj newspaper in India, and it is behe\ed 
to be also the oldest m the British Empire, outside 
the British Isles It w'as first published m July, 
1S21, under the title of John BiiU in the Edit, and 
though four or fi\e other journals were alread} in 
CMStencc in Calcutta, John Bull had no difficulty 
in maintaining itself and ultimately in outliving all 
Its rivals In fact, until it appeared there was no 
newspaper m Calcutta w'orthy of the name Its 
contemporaries were scurrilous sheets solelj de- 
voted to personalities and making no attempt to 
suppl} news in the proper sense of the term They 
were continually at war, either with individuals or 
w'lth the Go\ ernment, and more than one of their 
editors suffered deportation 
It W'as under these circumstances that John 
Lascal Larkins, a writer in the Accountant-Gene- 
ral’s Department, and John Trotter, the senior 
merchant, decided to establish a journal w^hich 
w'ould reflect the British virtues of sobriety and 
moderation, and w'ould devote reasonable space to 
chronicling events of real importance To these 
ideals The Englishman has, on the w'hole, remained 
faithful throughout its long career Even those 
W'ho have had no reason to love it, have repeatedly 
paid tribute to the fairness and sobnetj with wdiich 
it has been conducted, while as an organ of news 
It made its mark from the verj' beginning 
Tohn Bull, as it w'as then styled, w'as the first 
paper m India to develop the mofussil correspon- 
dent and thus to build up a circulation outside Cal- 
cutta The earliest mofussil correspondents Avere 
army officers, and The Englishman soon became 
verj' popular m military circles, a popularity it has 
always maintained and wdiich stood in good stead 
during the Mutiny, its accounts thereof being fuller 
and more authoritative than those of any other 
journal of the period 


Prior to the Mutm} , how^ever, the paper bad 
made itself noted by its accounts of the Afghan 
War, during which the Editor, Mr J H Stoc- 
queler, himself w^ent to the front He is believed 
to ha\ e been the first journalist tvho ever acted as 
cl w'ar correspondent It was he who, in 183-^, 
changed the name of the journal to The English- 
man, and wdio employed C M Thackeray (uncle 
of the no\ elist) as a leader winter Mr Thacke- 
ray’s remuneration for each leading article w'as ten 
rupees and a bottle of claret, and the bottle w^as 
usually finished at the same time as the article 
During this period uMr (afterw'ards Lord) Macau- 
laj had the prehminarj' proofs of his essay on Sir 
James Mackintosh set up by The Englishman 
Press 

A subsequent proprietor, Mr J O 'B Saunders, 
w'as the first journalist to conceive the idea of hav- 
ing a special correspondent at Simla Mr Saun- 
ders w'as also the first to inspire Lord Curzon, 
through the medium of a leading article, wnth the 
idea of erecting the Victoria Memorial On many 
other occasions The Englishman has exerted a 
powerful influence on official decisions, and 
though It has frequently been obliged to criticise 
the Government, the criticism has always been jus- 
tified by subsequent events 

In the development of the art of printing in India 
The Englishman w'as also a pioneer It was the 
first new'spaper in the country to adopt the lino- 
type, and one of the first to instal a rotar}’- press 
The business has not ahvaj s been situated in the 
same building John Bull w as first issued from 59, 
Clive Street, and after 1825 from 3, Council House 
Street The latter building is still standing In 
1837 the offices w ere shifted to Yansittart Rowq 
off Dalhousie Square, and finally, in 1853, they 
w ere transferred to the present budding at 9, Hare 
Street 


THACKER, SPINK and CO \ Booksellers, Bookbinders, Publishers, Printers, 

THACKER’S DIRECTORIES, LTD I Lithographers, Stationers, etc , 


3, Esplanade, and 

Nowhere m the British overseas possessions is 
there a larger business devoted to bookselling and 
Its allied activities than that of Messrs Thacker, 
hpink and Co , wdiose handsome and imposing 
premises, completed for the firm in 1916, and 
cntirel} occupied them, are unsurpassed of 
their kind in Asia The main floor is de\oted 
chieflj to stationer) and fanc) goods , and it is 
not until the \ isitor ascends bt the electric eleva- 
tor to the next floor that impressions are recen ed 
of the remarkable development of the firm’s book- 
selling trade The fact that their stock of books 
■s of an average ^alue at an\ time of tens of 
t lousands of pounds senses to indicate the great 
Pnrt which the business pla-ss throughout India 
•0 the dissemination of literature of e\ erw descrip- 
'on, from the cheap editions of famous no\el 5 
■'nd best sellers to magnificent ^olumes 
H 2 


6, Mangoe Lane 

exemphfjing the highest achie\ements of pic- 
torial reproduction, t) pographical display, and 
bookbinding art, eminent!) suitable as gifts and 
for presentation purposes. To w'ander amongst 
the firm’s vast assortment of books is to realise 
how" utterly impossible it is for the ordinar)" indi- 
vidual, e\en by the most studious and methodical 
reading, to keep in touch W"ith modern progres- 
sne thought and discover) in e\eri branch of 
human effort and interest In the busy despatch- 
ing department about 150 parcels of" books are 
sent throughout the country daily, dispelling 
boredom in many a remote home , for what 
is more effectne towards forgetfulness of 
dull routine and eniironment, or cares and 
troubles, than an entertaining book Such 
-lolumes are held by Messrs Thacker, Spink and 
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Co m a variety well calculated to meet the most 
fastidious tastes and requirements 

As publishers the firm have acquired a great 
reputation, especially in connection with profes- 
sional books, such, for instance, as the legal 
works of Woodrofife and Ameer Ali, of whose 
Law of Evidence in Briinh India more than 
40,000 copies have already been sold, and 
Lyons Medical J iirispvudence, now in its 7th 
edition 

Were it possible to ascertain the influence 
which the business in question has, b)" its books, 
exerted m India, the result would doubtless be 
astonishing That influence began away back in 
1819 when the concern was started by Doctor 
William Thacker under the name of W Thacker 
and Co , St Andrews’ Library In 1S54 the 
designation became Thacker, Spink and Co , St 
Andrews’ Library' The original premises were 
in Lai Bazar, whence the business was trans- 
ferred some 3'ears later to the Great Eastern Hotel 
building in Old Court House Street In 1841 the 
firm removed to 6, Government Place, and 
remained there until the erection of their present 
building in 1916, as already indicated 

Year after year the business developed, and by 
igo8 It had grown so much that for greater effi- 
ciency the printing and publishing departments 
were formed into a separate company, known as 
Thacker’s Directories, Ltd , of which Messrs 


Thacker, Spink and Co are manajunv apenu 
The celebrated Thacker’s Directories compnte 
Thaclei’s Indian Diuctorij, founded in 1801 
ThacUi's Diiectory of the Chief Indmlrn, cl 
India, founded m 1887, and Thacla'r CakuOi 
Dnectory, founded in 1905 

Messrs Thacker’s Directories, Ltd, nho^e 
works are an Mangoe Lane, are amongst tb 
largest printers and bookbinders, process 
workers, advertisement writers, and de3igncp> 
in India The)' have been since 1865 printers and 
publishers of the Indian Medical Ga ette, wluth 
pubhs'hed monthly, ranks in the East luth the 
Lancet in England, and has a circulation of 
upwards of 4,000 copies 

Messrs Thacker’s Directories, Ltd , are agents 
for — 

Mandei Bios , Woheilnmpton 
Bovater A, Son, Ltd 
“ Senefelder ” Litho Stones 
Pnnter’s Roller Co , Ltd , “ Durable ” Holier Cok 
position 

Fnmival iL Co ’s Macliinery 
Messrs Thacker, Spink and Co , vl'o 
agents for the Norwich Union Life Insurance 
Society, are established as W Thacker and Co 
at 2, Creed Lane, Ludgate Hill, London, FCt 
They have also a branch at Simla Their tek 
graphic addiess is “ Bookshelf,” Calcutta, ana 
the codes used by them are the Western Union 
and Bentley’s 


HAMILTON and CO , LTD , Jewellers, Siversmiths, Watchmakers, etc , 

8, Old Court House Street 


lit London, Pans, New York and the other great 
cities of the West are to be found establishments 
of jewellers, goldsmiths, and silversmiths on a 
very elaborate and extensive scale , but none is 
upheld by such unique conditions as obtain in 
India, and especiall)' in Calcutta, in relation to 
all those precious materials that have s) mbolised 
and indicated vealth and rojalty since the dawn 
of histor) and before it The rulers of India have 
never been surpassed for the magnificence of 
their regalia and personal adornments , and that 
ancient land of contrasts and castes is pre- 
eminent amongst all countries for the splendour 
still exemplified by its great and wealth) nobilitr 
These facts explain the existence in Calcutta of 
the business of Messrs Hamilton and Co , Ltd , 
established since 1808 

The handsome vhite frontage of tliat firm’s 
establishment at 8, Old Court House 
Street, is entire!) different from the aspect of 
the ordinarx jeweller^' store vhich bases its 
attraction on o\er\\ helming profusion of mass 
production goods and the sameness of the 
obMOUS and the orthodox Extending from 
the street to the entrance is a co^cred arch 
Inch great!) enhances the appearance of 


w 


the establishment, and protects on net da)s the 
customers stepping from their motors in the reign 
of His Imperial Majest) , the King Emperor, 
George V , as it did nhen the subjects of his four 


predecessors alighted from their gaily onptn 
soned horse equipages to visit the 
emporium so noteworthy for the gleam 0 go 
and silver, and the flashing fire of exquisite jcui 
lery Constructed long before the ’ 

modern display, the windows are guar e 
front b) an iron railing about two feet lug b 
prevents too intimate approach , nor is sue 1 c 
inspection necessary, for tiie exhibition m 
windows IS of no stereotjped character, )U • 
superb examples of miniature statuarj m u 
and bronze, etc , which are in 


manifest superiority proclaimed bv cicn 
of the establishment and its contents . 

Amongst the first objects of 
interior vhich the artistic eye w' 
appreciation are two exquisite, y* , <• c. 

bronze statues, “ The Runner ’ r 

ting Mercun ” The originals ot , 

the Naples Museum, and are among*: 
works of the great Greek scol^or, 
who lived in the fourth centurj 

The rich and choice goods 
Hamilton and Co , Ltd , impar ‘ 
of discriminating selection anc Wjuri ^ 
eien the dullest consciousness 

instance, ma) be found such roe 1 i 

laces, and other gorgeous specmic ^ j,,- 

skill in jevellcre as are seen f 

as examples of ordinarv achieec 
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out of the common The writer, during his 
inspection of the place, noticed an illustration of 
a croA\n made b} the firm, \alued at ;,£‘iSo,ooo, 
and a necklace ^alued at ;^S5,ooo In contempla- 
tion of such things ordlnar^ Je^\ellcr^ seems so 
paltr} and commonplace 

The business gu es cmplo^ mcnt to about 1 50 
workmen, and their operations embrace e\erv- 
thing pertaining not onl} to the manufacture of 
jeweller} , but also engra\ ing, gilding, and electro- 
plating 

Messrs Hamilton and Co , Ltd , ha\e alwars 
been entrusted with the auction sales of Tosha 
Khana, or, in other words, the treasure accruing 
to the Government from the fortunes of war and 
the changes m the roj'al houses of India through 
death and other causes Long ago they used to 
dispose b's auction, in the portion of their pre- 
mises now forming their w'orkshop, the loot of 
the East India Compan}, and amongst the man} 
historic collections of great treasure that have 
passed through their hands in this W'ay w'as the 
glittering assortment that had been in the pos- 


session of Nana Sahib, the leader of the Indian 
Mutin}, and which, together with other Mutiny 
loot, was sold b} Messrs Hamilton and Co for 
^750,000 

Among the archives of the firm are many 
interesting old documents testifying to the ser- 
Mces they rendered m the far-off past, including 
a letter dated July 2nd, 1850, from Sir John 
(later Lord) Lawrence, expressing his great 
satisfaction at the able manner in which Messrs 
Hamilton and Co had alwa-ss fulfilled ever}'thing 
committed b} him to their trust 

In this necessarily brief review it is impossible 
to deal with this famous old firm with a fulness 
befitting Its long and influential record In 183:; 
the business passed into the possession of the 
Remfn famil}, with whom it remained until 1900 
In 1919 the firm was formed into a private limited 
liability compan} 1 he managing director is Mr 
J F Snaith, who has been connected with the 
concern since 1903 Messrs Hamilton and Co , 
Ltd , have branches at Delhi and Simla 


WALTER BUSHNELL, LTD , Manufacturing Ophthalmic Opticians and Scientific Instrument 

Importers, 21, Old Court House Street 


When it is remembered that 85 per cent of all 
knorvledge comes tlirough the eyes, and when it 
is borne m mind also how easily sight can be 
irremediabl} impaired through inattention or 
defective glasses, there is no refutation of the fact 
that the business of Messrs Walter Bushnell, 
Ltd , IS in the highest category of senuce and 
supply The firm have done, and are doing, very 
much in preventing and remedying imperfect 
vision of ever}’’ description , and thousands of 
people throughout India and elseivhere owe to 
them the presemmtion of that priceless possession, 
the sight, and, therefore, all that is entailed 
thereby 

The firm’s premises in Grosvenor House, 21, 
Old Court House Street, are appointed w'lth an 
elegance befitting their high professional status 
The stock in the front section embraces every- 
thing pertaining to the sphere of Messrs Walter 
Bushnell, Ltd , as manufacturing ophthalmic 
optiaans and scientific instrument importers The 
departments behind are, however, much more 
impressive , and only those who have had occasion 
to utilise the remarkable scientific equipment in 
operation there can adequately appreciate the 
thorough and up-to-date manner in ivhich the 
noteworth} business is conducted The sight- 
testing departments, for instance, under the 
charge of highl} qualified English opticians, are 
equipped with the latest devices for detection of 
oot onl} imperfect Msion, but also diseased eies 
customer whose e}es are tested bi Messrs 
' alter Bushnell, Ltd , undergoes an examination 
’u that connection professional!} precise and 
^ccurate, and if found to be suffering from ere 
tscase IS informed and adiised accordingh , but 
oo order is accepted m such a case 


In the ver} interesting w'orkshop, the grinding 
of lenses and all the manufactunng operations 
range from the raw' materials up to the finished 
articles Every individual case is treated w'lth 
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minute understanding, and erery prescription is 
fulfilled witli scientific exactitude that speaks 
volumes for the know'ledge and skill bv w'hich such 
achieiements are possible Messrs Walter 
Bushnell, Ltd , are opticians b} appointment to 
H R H the Pnnee of Wales, H'E Field Marshal 
Sir Wilham Birdwood Commander-in-Chief in 
India, H E Countess of Reading, H E the Earl 
of L}tton, and H E Sir 3 Ialcolm Hailei, and their 
sen ices and supplies are largeh taken adiantage 
of b} the Indian rulers and nobiht} of India 
hlessrs W alter Bushnell Ltd , also transact an 
extensue trade as importers of photographic 
materials and in the deielopment and printing 
of plates and films for which the} ha\e admirable 


ii8 
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facilities and resources They are ag^ents for all 
the photographic supplies of Houghton-Butcher 
(Eastern) Limited 

The business was founded in 1901 by the gentle- 
man whose name it bears, Mr Walter Bushnell, 
under whose capable direction it developed so 
well that in 1915 the firm was formed into a limited 
liability company The home office is at 189, 
Richmond Park Road, Bournemouth, Hants, and 
IS under the personal supervision of Mr Bushnell 

The directors at Calcutta are Messrs Geo 


Lander, D B O A , F I O , and F Fi< 
FBOA,FIO A point worth} of mention is 
that the firm employ onl} qualified opticians, and 
their assistants at Calcutta are the folloMinr- 
F R Dubbin, F B O A , F I 0 
R T Girvan, F N A O , F A 0 
D Henshaw, D C.O , F A O 
E F Gordon, FSMC,FBOA 
Branches of the business are established at ', 
The Mall, Simla, and West End Buildings, Tl'e 
Mall, Lahore 


HEATLY and GRESHAM, LTD , Engineers and Railway Specialists, 6, Waterloo Streei. 


It is not generally realised that in many respects 
the railways of India are more up to date in con- 
struction as well as in rapidity of transportation 
of passengers, and especially of freight, than 
those in the United Kingdom The increase in 
the e\port and import of goods, apart from 
internal trade, has concurrently called for greatly 
increased weights and speeds of trams, and, with 
these, safer methods of controlling and handling 
have had to be devised to keep in line with 
changed conditions 

In the early nineties of last century the Govern- 
ment of India, with great foresight, realised the 
necessity for adequate train control, and decided 
to introduce a system of automatic continuous 
brakes Accordingly trials of various systems 
were carried out under Government supervision 
by the representatives of different brake systems 

The Vacuum Brake Co , Ltd , of London, 
entered these trials, and on their behalf Messrs 
H Heatly and S T Gresham went to India to 
carry out demonstrations of the automatic vacuum 
brake under the conditions imposed by Govern- 
ment 

The Government of India, after careful con- 
sideration of all aspects of the matter, both tech- 
nical and administrative, together with the com- 
pletely successful results attending tlie Vacuum 
Brake Co ’s representatives, adopted the vacuum 
brake as standard for India on all railways 

The equipment and maintenance of such a 
system being naturally an undertaking of some 
commercial magnitude, as w^ell as requiring 
special technical knowledge, resulted in the gentle- 
men mentioned forming themselves into a limited 
liabiht} company, to handle the brake s}stem 
commercialh and technicall} 

It IS a testimonial to the mechanical skill and 
scientific invention of the specialists concerned 
that at no time has the s}5tem of the Automatic 
■\'acuum Brake, in either capacity or efficiency, 
failed to meet all requirements, even on the intro- 
duction of electric traction in India 

Since that time the compan} ha\e extended 
their actnities to co\er almost e\ery branch of 
i-ailna\ engineering In short, Messrs Heath 
and Gresham, Ltd , became pioneers in the supph 
of railway equipment, and with their experience 


w'ere succesful in introducing impro\ ements thit 
have withstood the most severe efficienc} Icsfi 
The} are closely allied to the celebrated engi 
neering firm of Gresham and Craven, Ltd , of Man 
Chester, w"ho w'ere the pioneers of the brake wstcni 
as a commercial enterprise in England, and in 
whose works most of the improvements am! 
inventions connected with Vacuum Brake 
apparatus ha\e originated In conjunction vitk 
the brake experts on the spot, in India, tlic\ In't 
always been able to keep abreast of or anticipiti 
changing conditions, and the brake as nnr 
employed has all the latest and most cflitient 
designs, such as the “ Dreadnought ’’ and 
" Super-Dreadnought ” ejectors 

The development of complete continuous brak 
ing in India during recent a ears has caolnd 
through the increased density and wen’ht d 
freight traffic, and already accurate statislii' 
show the great financial and technical bcnc 1 
accruing from the use of an efficient brake sNStcir 
enabling rapid handling to be effected Specia I'^c 
technical advice has always been a feature ">ii 
Messrs Heatly and Gresham, Ltd , and thej nn' 
tain a large staff of trained experts, general i 
w'ho have had wnde railway experience as rai 
men first, who are at the disposal of rai 
administrations at all times 

The firm’s Railway Department handc, ^ 
merely as merchants but with expert know t- 
every branch of locomotive and 
wagon equipment, not onl} of 
but also luxury or special passenger 
The famous P and O Specials, 

1 rans-Peninsula Imperial Mails, ^j I, 

of equipment of this character, d 

Messrs Heatly and Gresham, Ltd , nnr p, 
in coaching stock built bv the State ni 

site in India 1 nndk ^ 

In their electrical department the} 
types of elcctncal equipment, C"'‘ 

a'nd Gold and Elcctncal f j.npn ' 

stationar}' batteries, as well as j - __ ^ 

for tram lighting, Tailwa} ' 

The\ have branches at Bomba}, • ‘ s < 

and dep6ts at Karachi, v\here 
railwav material arc held, as at t le 
at Calcutta 
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Messrs Hcallv and Gresham, Ltd , also operate 
as general and constructional engineers and 
founders, and at their Gobra Engineering Works, 
Entail}, Calcutta, employ a large staff of skilled 
workers, under competent Euiopcan supervision A 
w'lde and varied range of machines is there manu- 
factured, including w'ater softeners and purifiers, 
tea machiner} , pumps, road making and repairing 
equipment, oil fuel burners and accessories for 
boilers, tea driers, tempering furnaces, etc , also 
rolling stock parts and raihvay requirements of all 
kinds 

The Managing Director is Mr S T Gresham 
The London oflices are at 40, Wood Street, West- 
minster The local directors are Mr G J 
Cassie and Mr Jesse Ellis The telegraphic 
addresses are “ Excluding,” Vic London, 
“ Brake,” Calcutta and Bombay, ” Heasham,” 
Madras and Lahore The codes used are tflie 
General Telegraph and Bentle} 's. 

Messrs Heatly and Gresham, Ltd , are agents 
for 

Th“ YTcunm Brake Co , Ltd London 
Tile Patent Lighting Co , Ltd London 
Gresham and Craven, Ltd , Jlanchcster 


The Vulcan Foundrj Ltd, No\vton le Willows, 
Lancashire 

Tlio Eyre Smelting Co , Ltd , London 
The Heatly Gresham Engineering Co , Ltd , Letch- 
w orth 

James Beresford <L Son, Ltd , Birmingham 
The Howard Pneumatic Engineering Co, Lid , East- 
bourne 

Brett’s Patent Lifter Co , Ltd , Coventry 
The lionite Co , Ltd , London 
Thomas House, Ltd , Birmingham 
R L Pioss Co , Ltd , Stockport 
The Biitish Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co, 
Ltd , Manchester 

Biiice Peebles A, Co , Ltd , Edinbuigh 

Bolton and Paul, Ltd , Norwich 

Stotheit and Pitt, Ltd , Bath 

“ Unit ” Supeiheatei and Pipe Co , Ltd , Swansea 

Hosier Telegraph Works, Ltd , London 

Powell Brett, Ltd , Coventry 

J Dampney (L Co , Ltd , London 

James Gibbons, Ltd , Wolverhampton 

The Buckeye Steel Castings Co , Ltd , London 

Tiokle Brothers, Ltd , Wigan 

Wadkin ct- Co , Ltd , Leicester 

The J E HaiTis Co , Wooster, Ohio 

Brown Bayley’s Steel Works, Ltd , Sheffield 

C Macintosh <L Co , Ltd , London 

Sorho Rubber Sponge Products, Ltd , Woking 


WALTER LOCKE and CO . LTD , Electrical Contractors, Motor Engineers, 
Sports Outfitters, etc , 4, Esplanade East 


The interesting establishment of Messrs Walter 
Locke and Co , Ltd , may aptly be termed a place 
of many inventions, for its greatl} assorted stock 
IS an exemplification of scientific achievements in 
articles of ingenuity and utility for purposes 
innumerable The firm are, for instance, famous 
tliroughout India for the excellence of their guns, 
and are agents for many of the best gunsmiths 
like Holland and Holland, Wesley, Rogers, 
Webley, Winchester Arms, Colt, Ivor Johnson, 
Harrington and Richardson, etc 
The variety of Messrs Walter Locke and Co ’s 
assortment of athletic goods of every description 
is particularly noteworthy, and includes those of 
Messrs Slazenger, for whom they are agents 
The firm’s influence as general electrical engi- 
neers permeates all branches of activity in Cal- 
cutta and reaches throughout India There is 
nothing in that connection w^hich they are not pre- 
pared to undertake, and the variety of their stock 
IS contributed to in no small measure by electrical 
fittings of ever}' descnption, w'hich bear eloquent 
testimony to the ever-developing scope of the 
utilisation of electricity in the home as well as in 
the workshop and factory 
Amongst the truly overwhelming variety of 
contrivances supplied by Messrs Walter Locke 
and Co , Ltd , are their famous “ Tundice ” 
refrigerating chests, ranging in sizes from hand} 
patterns for railway travelling up to large sizes 
for household, club, and hotel requirements Since 
fbe firm began the manufacture of these most 
cflectue refrigerators the demand for them has 
increased enormously 


Their exceptionally fine display of silver and 
electro-plated goods is formed of the productions 
of Messrs Elkington and Co , Ltd , the well- 
known manufacturing jewellers, gold and silver- 
smiths, and originators of electro-plating, who 



are specialists in medals m bronze, gold and siher 
cups, trophies, shields, and prizes for e\en branch 
of sport, etc , which are well taken ad\antage of 
m India tlirough the agents for them, Messrs 
Walter Locke and Co , Ltd , who ha\ e supplied 
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many racingf cups, including" the first King"- 
Emperor s Cup of the Calcutta Races in 1912 
Ratner’s safes are well to the fore also among- 
the many other celebrated productions in the 
firm’s long list of agencies, which likewise include 
the Raleigh cycles, Levis and Indian motor cycles, 
Morris Cowley, Morns Oxford, and Jowett 
motor-cars As a matter of fact the firm’s activi- 
ties as motor engineers are equal to any of their 
best achievements in the other branches of their 
greatly varied business In British Indian Street 
they have a motor and engineering establishment 
giving employment to 150 persons, and at Lahore 
they have another much bigger and better garage 


which IS said to be the best in Northern Inda 
There are also other branches at Delhi and 
pindi 

The business was started in 1888 sole!) 10 th 
importation of fire-arms, and soon underwent ijrea' 
development under the regime of the late" Mr 
W J Bradshaw, C I E , who had been one of 
the most prominent business men m Calcuth 
Since his death in 1924 it has been under the 
control of Mr J B Harper, who has been con 
nected with it since 1906, and is Managing^ Direi 
tor of the company The telegrapliic addre';': is 
“ Waltlocke, ” and the code used is the B C 
6th edition 


FRENCH MOTOR CAR CO , LTD , Wholesale and Retail Dealers m Motor Cars and 
Accessories, Automobile Engineers and Body Builders, 234-3, Lower Circular Road 


When the motor-car was first introduced into 
India no city was more interested and enthusiastic 
m its reception of the new vehicle than Calcutta, 
which hailed each successive improvement with a 



PREMISES OF 

FRENCH MOTOR CAR CO^ LTD , CALCUTTA. 


zest that was manifested by the Customs’ returns 
and the increasing expansion of the local auto- 
mobile trade Nevertheless, it was found that 
there were many features m imported cars which 
were not suitable for the climate of India There 
were individual preferences for a pattern of body, 
colour, upholster}, and mechanism, and the cos- 
scquence was that customers were not always 
supplied with the kind of vehicle most in accord- 
ance with their tastes and requirements At this 
impasse the French Motor Car Co came upon the 
scene m 1905, and commenced business in Ben- 
tinck Street as motor-car importers and repairers, 
coach-builders, electrical engineers, contractors, 
and general merchants They began m a small 
way ivith about 20 workmen, a stock of 10 cars, 
and floor space of onl> 2,500 square feet, but as 
thev quickly realised that bodies made in Europe 
were unsuited to India, the\ began manufacturing 
them in their works from teakw'ood, and having 
them attached to select imported chassis, thus 
obtaining for the compan} a premier position in 
the coach-building trade in India This use of 
indigenous timber was fulh appreciated b\ 
motorists in Calcutta, and the rapid expansion 


of the busines led to the opening of a brancli at 
Bombay, which now gives employment to about 
350 persons Year after year the business con 
tinned to develop, with the result that ler) lar£;i 
and specially designed premises were creeled for 
the company m Lower Circular Road, and occupied 
in November, 1918 Further additions liaic nacf 
been made to these premises, w'hich now coicran 
area of about 6 acres and give employment tn 
upwards of 800 persons Within that imprcssiir 
place the motor industry is earned on \utb 
remarkable completeness, and the latest improve 
ments and inventions m methods and machmen 
are in operation throughout the man} dcpnrt 
ments, which are designed and equipped to mnnu 
facture every part of a motor car, indudini,' a 
complete engine if necessar} This is of 
advantage to owners of cars that have j'® 
representatives The variet} of bodies but > 
the company is very great, and ranges ro 
small two-seaters to huge busses 

An example of llie thoroughness and comp 
ness with which the business is operated . 
instanced by its School of I'llotoring, ,j^' 
started a few years ago, is 'f ,i,,; 

in utility and popularity The workshop 
school is excellently equipped w'llh 
boxes, etc, kept in sections for dcmo'ist'nM ^ 
purposes, and the students are trainc ) 
Europeans and other instructors. R ^ 

that no [Other motoring firm m In 
similar department f Ripor 

The compan} have also a depot '..,1,.; 

Street, where they maintain a fleet o a\ 

In 1920 the firm was Ransformed ^ 
Indian private limited liabdiU 
present title, and the capital ''‘1? \!< 

Rs 3,000,000 The Managing p { 

M Se\ad]ian, the General Manag , Mi- 
.son, M C , A M I A E , and the . 

ager Mr C H Shelton , 


Jackson, iVi w , n m 1 « 
ager Mr C H Shelton ' . ^ rnc- ' 
address is “ Diamoto, nnd Ben 
used The compan} ’s Paris agen 
K Sevadjian, 56, Rue Lafavette 
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PHELPS and CO , Civil and Military Tailors, Dressmakers and Milliners, 

Old Court House Street. 


Messrs Piilli’S \nd Co , referred to by Kiphngf, 
Manon Crawford, and other writers, are well 
known in India as exponents of fashion in ladies’ 
and gentlemen’s apparel Their Calcutta pre- 
mises appear from the outside as two separate 
establishments, but these are connected internally, 
and form one of the most popular shopping resorts 
in the cit} The entrance on the left leads into 
the sections for ever} thing pertaining to the 
habiliments of the fair sex, where charming 
milhner\ and dresses are displa} ed m great 
variet} Not one of the beautiful models is dupli- 
cated, and they arc, therefore, all the more 
attractive bv their distinctive individuality The 
woman of discernment and artistic perceptions 
seeks eccr to manifest b} her garments the 
irresistible ps}cholog} of the superlative and the 
new, blended by her own personality that has no 
duplicate in the inexhaustible infinity of life To 
such the business of Messrs Phelps and Co 
appeals, for it alwavs reflects the latest styles 
from the world’s leading centres of fashionable 
decree 

A beaut} and hair-dressing salon has lately 
been added to the departments for ladies, and is 
proving \er} popular, 

Messrs Phelps and Co are equally famous as 
gentlemen’s tailors and outfitters The fact that 
tliey hold a warrant of appointment to the King- 
Emperor, when His Imperial Majesty visited 


India m 1911, and also include amongst their 
large clientele practically every ruling chief, as 
well as a very great number of the nobility of 
India, IS sufliciently indicative of the prominent 
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and influential position they occupy m the tailor- 
ing trade 

The business was started in 1867 by the late 
Mr John Phelps, and is now carried on by his 
sons, Mr H R Phelps and Mr T J Phelps 
Popular branches of it are established at Delhi 
and Simla 


MANTON and CO , Gun-makers and Manufacturers of Athletic Outfits, 

13, Old Court House Street 


Upwards of a hundred years ago no name was 
more celebrated in England in connection witli the 
manufacture of firearms than that of Joe Manton, 
“ The King of Gun-makers ” It was a hall- 
mark of the trade, a symbol of the greatest 
attainment that had, up to that time, been accom- 
plished in weapons of precision Officers home 
from India took back with them the excellent 
Joe Manton ” guns, and so greatly did the 
demand for the worthy gunsmith’s productions 
develop m the Peninsula, that he sent out in i8S^ 
his nephew, Frederick Manton, to establish at 
"Calcutta a branch which has developed greatly 
m fame and scope of operations Originally in 
Eentinck Street, it was removed about fifty }ears 
to Its present quarters at 13, Old Court 
House Street The front shop is stocked with 
ever}'thing that contributes to efficiency and com- 
fort in the sporting field, and in all forms of 
outdoor recreations Particularly noteworth} is 
the collection of wonderful old guns, including 
'^ome ^\Itb ingenious devices eloquent!} pro- 
phetic of the vastly improved weapons of to-da} 
In the remarkable w orkshops behind and on the 
upper floors, many highly skilled experts are 
omplo\ed, including elderly men who ha^e spent 
tlieir lues in maintaining the reputation of the 


firm in the manufacture and repair of firearms of 
eveiy^ description, embodying all the devices that 
scientific ingenuity can suggest for the enhance- 
ment of precision and power 

Messrs Manton and Co are famous also as 
manufacturers of shot-gun cartridges By means 
of their cartridge-loading plant, wduch is believed 
to be unique m Calcutta for its completeness and 
size, the firm are able to load daily without undue 
effort from 15,000 to 20,000 cartridges 

But guns and ammunition are not the only 
things made by Messrs Manton and Co They 
are also w'ell-knowm as manufacturers of all 
kinds of fishing tackle, which they send through- 
out the w'orld The great variety of their fly 
hooks IS really remarkable, and their workman- 
ship, like that of all Manton products, is an 
exemplification of the superlative 

Messrs Manton and Co have at 74, Tiljala 
Road, a prnate range which is greatU appre- 
ciated b} their customers for tests and practice 
The proprietor of the business is Mr A J 
Brown, w'ho has been connected with it through- 
out his career, and who is related to the original 
founder The firm’s telegraphic address is 
“ Rifling,” and the codes used b\ them are the 
\ B C 5th edition and Bentle\ ’s 
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Timber generally forms one of many classes of 
importations of the ordinary merchandise busi- 
ness, but Messrs Plummer Bros and Co , who 
have been established since 1921, specialise m it 


PLUMMER BROS and CO , Timber Merchants, etc , 7, Hare Street 

so much that they are tlie leading firm in thit 
connection in Calcutta Most of their supplit'> 
come from Burma, such, for instance, as Pnr 
hadoe, Pyinma, Padauk, Tankk}an, Thinian 
Eng Dwani, Thikadoe, Thinjadn, Kenn}mn, and 
Thityu The firm also deaf in Amencan pine 
Oregon fir, Californian redwood, and ship lan;e 
quantities of timber to London 

Messrs Plummer Bros and Co are also opera 
ting as general commission merchants and an 
agents for 

Perrins, Ltd , London 
Ibbotson Bros it, Co , Ltd , Sheflicld 
The Eubeioid Co, Ltd , Loudon 
Distiict Chemical Co , Ltd , London 
Allen Liversidge, Ltd , London 
Aspinall’s Enamel, Ltd , London 
Orownsha/iv Chapman A Co , Sheffield 
McEwen, Denhv A Halt Bnggs, Ltd , London 
The Feroke Tile Works, Eeroke, ST 
The Gahagan Paint it. Varnish Co , Ltd , hombav 
The “Elexoid” Leather Cloth Faclon, 

The business was founded by two brother^, 
Messrs H L and E 1 Plummer The laUcr dd 
m November, 1926 Prior to starting the bustne 
both brothers were for sivtcen and nineteen )C ^ 
respectively with Messrs Geo Hen er^n a 
Co , Ltd , who are reviewed on page 65 
graphic address of the firm is “ !t 

cutta, and the codes used are the B C4 1 1 a 
and 6th editions, Bentley’s and Marconi 
national 
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VALVOLINE OIL CO 

The products of the Valvohne Oil Co are so much 
in use in Calcutta and the great industrial centres 
of the Orient, that some information about the 
company and the reason of its remarkable success 
will add to the completeness of these reviews of 
local commerce and industry In the sixties of last 
centurv' Dr John Elhs, the Amencan discoverer ot 
the process of manufacturing lubricating oil from 
crude petroleum, was one of the founders of the 
Valvohne Oil Co , which was fomed to exploit 
his discovery' Dr Elhs is now President of that 
company, which has developed enormously It 
has three refineries containing every' improvement 
known to the refining industry' Two of them are 
m the Pennsylvania oil fields, close to the on y 
supply of paraifin base crude oil, ^^hlle the other 
IS M Edgewater, N J , located there for the con- 
venience of the company’s large 

Valvohne oils are made from 100 per cent best 
Pennsvlvania crude oil, and the difference m cost 
fs mSe than offset by the fact that they' last 
longer, lubricate better, and leaxe no residuu 

on the friction surfaces 

The company claim that they are m an unique 
nnsition among refiners because they control their 
nil from the xxell to the consumer, and users of 
Vaholine oils obtain two important advantages 
' , ^ policy They are able to purchase 

vSne els i loner price .hen nould be 


, B-5, Clive Buildings 

possible if middlemen’s profits had to . 

m the selling price They need never ^ 

infenor oils will be supplied under the < 
mark if tliey' give their orders to the j 

to their specially appointed agents 0 . 
can supply genuine Valvohne oils, '' 1^ 

exception of motor oils, the company 
them for resale ^ 

The head offices of the Valvolinc Oil W 
Wellington Buildings, The Strand, 
i6s, Broadway, New York, an 
branches throughout the world r-nVitin 'i’’'* 

The head office for the East is ‘ , ’[-nr 

It controls branches at Bombaj, ‘ ‘ 'dftl 

goon, etc Vmong the ^ 0,1 0 

thoroughness with which the ' 1 dit 

operate may be mentioned the ac )ici 

at the head oflice at ‘ ndir t'K 

includes trained engineers i„ncrv 

adv'ice in all matters relating ^ 

the best methods of its opera 1 ‘ t 

The General Manager for ^n,l 1 vi ' 

Wharton, who is an engineer ol one 0 
sive experience, and under his c ^ 

tion the interests of the ^ (die"’ 
extending throughout the ^ , 

address of the company is „,|.i, 

and they use all the standar 
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ROBERTS, McLEAN and CO , 
iNIercantile Buildings, corner of 

Messrs Roberts, McLl\.\ .v^D Co , Ltd , have 
built up a \cr} important and useful business — one 
wJiich contrlbute^ very much to the security of 
buildings of ever) description against the risk of 
fire, and ensures their speedy salvation when the 
dreaded flames leap wuth lightning rapidity to 
destroy In that connection the firm are sole 
agents in India for Messrs John Morris and 
Sons, Ltd , and Messrs John Morris (Firesnow-), 
Ltd , of Manchester, whose celebrated fire extin- 
guishing appliances are to be seen m all kinds 
of structures throughout the world Their 
remarkable patent “ Firesnow' ” is an artificial 
snow' cliarged wuth carbonic acid gas for extin- 
guishing fires It IS the result of considerable 
research w'ork and experience m fighting the most 
difficult kinds of fires — oil and chemicals Fires 
hitherto inextinguishable are now easily and 
instantl) put out with “ Firesnow,” and w'lth 
perfect safety to the operator Two harmless 
dry pow'ders, dissolved in w'ater, make the tw'o 
charging solutions The moment these solutions 
come in contact, on operation of tlie extinguisher, 
the) expand eight times their owm volume, at the 
same time imprisoning the carbonic acid gas which 
IS generated It is due to this combined action 
that “ Firesnow ” acts on a tw'ofold principle — 
it kills the flames with carbonic acid gas and 
smothers the fire with a thick fireproof covering, 
■\\hich also prevents re-ignition 
The vivid display given by the London Fire 
Brigade at the Wembley Tattoo thrilhngly demon- 
strated the extraordinary efficacy of the Morris 
“ Firesnow' ” appliances by extinguishing in a 
few' minutes flaming petrol over a considerable 
area 


MITSUI and CO , General Merchants and 

The histor)' of the celebrated house of Mitsui is 
interwoven w'lth the histor)' of Japan right back 
to the fifteenth century. It forms one of the 
most interesting stones of commercial develop- 
ment m the land of the Rising Sun, where it has 
exerted great influence and pow'er The Mitsuis 
have their headquarters at Tokyo, and the sphere 
of their operations m the economic w'orld of 
Japan is so vast that it is impossible here to give 
10) thing like a comprehensn e suiw'ey of it 
The undertakings of the Mitsuis, however, are 
diMsible into tliree different departments, viz , 
Mitsui Ginko (banking department) , Mitsui 
Bussan Kaisha, Ltd (foreign and domestic trad- 
mg department) , Mitsui Kozan Kaisha (mining 
department) 

Messrs Mitsui and Co , incorporated more than 
oft) )cars ago in Japan as Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, 

Btd , emplo) thousands of people, ha\e branches 
It all the chief seaports of the world, and are 


LTD., Engineers and Merchants, 

Lai Bazaar and Bentinck Street 

Messrs Roberts, McLean and Co , Ltd , are 
also ver)' large importers of belting and kindred 
materials, and are agents for the following 

Ajax Fire Engine "Works, New York, Chemical Fire 
Engines 

Dennis Bios , Ltd , Guildford, Tiailer Fire Engines 
Lewis A Ttloi, Ltd , Gnpoly Mills, Caidiff and Lon- 
don, M inufaoturers of “ Giipoly ” and other 
Beltings 

Rossendale Belting Co, Ltd, Bradfoid, Hair and 
Cotton Beltings 

D J MacDonald, Ltd , Dundee, Jute Mill Stores 
BuUivant A Co, Ltd, London, Wire Ropes 
Tlie Atlas Metal A Alloys Co , Ltd , London, Anti- 
friction Metals 

The Belting Manufacturing Co, London, Belt Dress- 
ings 

Graton A Knight, Ltd , London and New Yorir, 
Leatliei Beltings, etc 

Fox A Williams, Manchester, Mineral Fusible Cement 
E Biooksbank A Co, Ltd, Manchester, “ Exol ” 
Giease, etc 

The Dundee Boiler Covering Co , Dundee 
J Walker A Co , Ltd , Packings md Jointings 
Roclklight Boiler Fluid Co , LiveiTiool 
Witte Engine Works, Kansas, Oil Engmes 
lajlor Instrument Companies, Rochester, NY, 
Temperature Recorders, etc 
Ke) stone Pulley Co , Darlington , British All-Steel 
Pulleys 

L B Halliday A Co , Ltd , Huddersfield , Dyes 
Selling Agents Bengal Galvamsmg Works, Calcutta, 
Galvanised Bnckete and Hollow-ware 
The business w'as started in 1919 by Messrs 
S F Roberts and G C McLean, who were for 
many years previously w'lth the firm of Balmer, 
Law'rie and Co , Ltd , and branches of it are 
established at Bombay, Karachi, Delhi, Lahore, 
and Caw'npore The telegraphic address is 
“■ Roblean,” Calcutta, and the codes used are 
Bentley’s, ABC 5th edition, and private 


Commission Agents, 100, Clive Street 

engaged m every department of trade Their 
w'ell-know'n cargo steamers sail on every ocean 
Messrs Mitsui and Co established their first 
office in India at Bombay, and they became estab- 
lished at Calcutta in 1906 They have also sub- 
branches at Rangoon and Karachi 

At Calcutta Messrs Mitsui and Co are largeh 
engaged in general trade, handling extensively 
jute, gunnies, shellac, sugar, metals, ore, seeds, 
nee, chemical manures, silk and w'oollen goods, 
beer, dye-stuffs, etc They are agents for 
Taisho Marine A Fire Insurance Co , Ltd 
Tok.^o Fire Insurance Co, Ltd 
Nippon Fire Insurance Co , Ltd 
Tokyo Marine A Fire Insurance Co , Ltd 
Union Insurance Societx of Canton, Ltd 
The manager of the Calcutta branch is Mr R 
Tamaki The firm’s telegraphic address is 
Mitsui,” Calcutta, and the codes used by them 
are the ABC 5th edition, Scott’s loth edition, 
Bentley’s, A 1, and prnate 
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COOKE and KELVEY, LTD., Jewellers, Gold and Silversmiths, Watch and Clock Makers etc 

20, Old Court House Street ’ 


The establishment of Messrs Cooke and Kelvey, 
Ltd , conveys indefinable impressions of the past 
from the psychometry of beautiful and artistic 
thing's in an old-fashioned setting. What pur- 



PREMISES OF COOKE and KELVEY, LTD., 
CALCUTTA 


pose it served before 1858, when the firm began 
their activities there, may be left to the imagina- 
tion The date of its construction could not be 
ascertained Around the quaint one-storey build- 
ing must have pulsated the wild evcitement of the 
Indian Mutiny During recent years Calcutta 
has become transformed by the erection of mag- 
nificent lofty structures, but here and there are 
atill left interesting reminders of the long ago, 
and the emporium of Messrs Cooke and Kelvey, 
Ltd , IS one of the most attractive of them 
Above the entrance is what the firm consider 
the most reliable clock in Calcutta, on which the 
eyes of countless millions of trusting people have 
looked with unswerving confidence Up the front 
steps of the premises must have tripped, in Vic- 
torian days, ladies m their crinolines to inspect 
the glittering assortment of jeweller}' and gold 
and silver articles, and to leave, in all probabihtv, 
with more extensive purchases than their finances 
warranted The rich and greatly laned stock 
seems so different from the display in the ordinarj 
jeweller}' store It is a lure of the superlative in 
quality and workmanship, in design and intrinsic 
merit The exhibition is exceedingl} select and 
most effectivel} arranged in showcases and fit- 
tings worth} in e\er\ va} of their precious loads 
No vender an Indian, who xisited the shop in 

MAX STAUB, LTD , Exporters of 
Messrs Max Stacb, Ltd , are one of the largest 
firms in Calcutta engaged in the trade in hides 
and skins Before the Great War Calcutta vas 
tlic chief export market in the vorld for that 
merchandise Its best customers were the Con- 
tinent and the United States, and the closing of 
the Teutonic markets brought about a temporan 
crisis all the more serious because trade in Cal- 
cutta had practical!} fallen into the hands of 
German and Austrian firms Ihc influence of the 
war, howc'cr, led to its re-organisalion under 
British control, but it has not recovered its pre- 
war dimensions Amongst the contributor} 
causes of this arc the export dutt and the agita'- 


1925, was so overcome b} the glittenng weilJi 
that he swallowed one of the rings in a var, 
endeavour to hide his theft Many persons mu<t 
have broken the tenth commandment ttlien nu 
mg the superb goods supplied b} Messrs CooU j 
and Kelvey , and it w'ould be interesting to nsar 
tain whether the firm have ever thought of tht 
effects of their display in that connection ^\hat 
a place theirs would be to loot, but perhaps the 
less said about that the better in these startlin'; 
times The great ones of India know well about 
Messrs Cooke and Kelvey — the firm ha\e done 
so much for them in tlie past, made magnifiant 
regalia worthy of a king’s ransom, and the 
facilities and resources of their workshops na 
held always m readiness to improve upon pist 
achievements, no matter how great, whencicrnn 
opportunity arises for so doing Amongst the 
interesting articles w'hich have from time to time 
been designed and manufactured by Messrs Cooke 
and Kelvey for special occasions arc swords, 
belts, silver bedsteads, howdaJiSj state cliair- 
challenge cups, shields, address caskets, etc . 
and mention must be made of the caskets pre 
sented to King Edw'ard, when, as Prince of Wales 
he visited Calcutta in 1875 and as King Fmpcrnr 
in 1905 Tow'er clocks are also a spccnhti m 
Messrs Cooke and Kelvey, Ltd , and mans nm- 
examples of this work have been cxeciitcd and 
erected by them m \arious parts of India The) 
have also done much as contractors to Govern 
ment, and have supplied and erected large 
and office clocks to the different railways of 
country Racing and (Complicated watches net 
also a leading ieature of tlieir business, and the' 
ba\e for many years supplied the chnmognp 
w'atches used by the Calcutta Turf Clm ' 
timing all important races . 

In 1927 the firm w'as formed into a 
liability company The managing director is 
\V Gordon Decks, and the other directors 
Messrs E Bibra and W Brucc Davidson, 
of w'hom ha\e been connected w'ltii the husini 
for man} }cars „ , 

Tlie firm hace branches at Delhi, Sima 
LaJiorc 

Hides and Skins, 100, Clive Street ^ ^ ^ 

tion amongst the Hindus ag.iinst the 
of cattle Owing to that agitation a ' ^ 

pemmican industr}, which formcrl) 
prosperous condition, has praetieallv 

The business of Messrs Afax Slau b ^ ,, 

established man} }cars ago b\ the h' ^ ^ 

whose name it bears, and who is the n 
director of the limited liahihlv ’ \u j 

in 1921, indicated abosc The man igt ^ 

Bltcck The firm's office form-^ the , , 

sulatc The telegraphic address is j ^ 
Calcutta, and the cades used art tin - , ' 

.and 6th editions, Simplex, Btnlltv s, 0 
private 
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GRAND HOTEL, LTD , Chowringhee. 


V\ST indeed ]la^e been the dianges tliat have 
occurred in Calcutta during the past few decades, 
but none more remarkable than that represented 
b} the Grand Hotel, ^\hlLh occupies an area of 
five acres on the site of the old Theatre Rojal 
and IMrs Monk’s boarding houses of happy 
memories The stor} of the rise and development 
of tlie Grand Hotel, that looms so largely m llie 
perspective of local amenities, is the stor^ of the 
ability and enterprise of the late Mr A Stephen 
From Mrs Monk he purchased, awa) back in the 
old da}s, all her houses and the adjoining pro- 
pert}, and de\ eloped them p\entuall3 into the 
great caravansary mentioned 
The Grand Hotel emplojs 730 persons, and 
12 of them are engaged as guides for the guests, 
who would otherwise have much difficulty in 
finding their way about the huge building It 
has 500 bedrooms, each with its own bathroom 
and sanitarj' arrangements on the most up-to- 
date S3 5tem The floors throughout the hotel as 
well as the bedrooms and corridors are of marble 
It would be interesting to ascertain the mileage 
of the corridors, for it must be extensive The 
hotel has four dining-rooms, accommodating 
1,000 guests, and to each there is a kitchen with 
the latest equipments In addition, there is 
an excellent banquet-room, seating 400 persons, 
where the local Rotar3'^ Club holds its w'cek]) 
meetings, also private dining-rooms One of the 
large dining-rooms is called the Buffet Roval 
There are several ball-rooms, and the principal 
one has an area of 6,490 square feet, overlooked 
h3 a spacious and beautifull3f appointed balcon3 , 
seating 200 people There are also palm courts, 
cosy comers, verandah, lounges, a ladies’ room 
and rest rooms The water suppl3" is obtained 
from artesian wells on the premises hundreds of 
feet deep, and of a purit3^ be3ond question, w'hicb 
cannot be said for the local Municipal wnter 
suppl3 The w^ater IS pumped from the artesian 
wells up to 40 tanks on the roof of the great 
building, wdience it is conveyed by gravitation 
throughout the establishment, for w'ashing as w'ell 
as dnnking and cooking purposes All the fruits 


and vegetables used in the hotel are obtained from 
Its own gardens, w'hich comprise 200 acres under 
cultivation at Kalikota, 60 miles from Calcutta 
The furniture and general appointments of the 
hotel are w'orthy of the most favourable reference 



GRAND HOTEL 


The Grand Hotel has three orchestras, and on 
\Vednesda3' and Saturda3r nights there are tea 
and dinner dances, and on Sunday there are morn- 
ing concerts, w'-hich are greatl3' appreciated and 
largely attended The hotel has likewise its own 
]aundr3% soda water factory , etc , and its arcade 
comprises no fewer than 40 different shops It 
has also asphalt tennis courts which are roofed 
with canvas m the cold w^eather, and various 
entertainments are giv'en there in the evenings 
From the loft3' J'oof of the establishment is 
obtainable one of the finest vuews of Calcutta 
The proprietors of the Grand Hotel own the 
adjoining Empire Theatre and Stephen’s Man- 
sions, also the Hotel Mount Everest at Darjeel- 
ing The latter establishment has 150 rooms 
with baths and hot and cold water and modern 
sanitation, is open all the 3 ear, and is situated 
in an admirable position The compan3' also owns 
and operates the Grand Hotel Rockvulle at Dar- 
jeeling The telegraphic address is “ Grand ” 
and the codes used are the ABC and Bentle3 ’s 


LYALL, MARSHALL and CO , Merchants and Agents, 25, Mangoe Lane 


Messrs Ltall, IMarsuall ako Co are amongst 
the largest exporters of shellac from Calcutta, 
and arc also well-known in connection with their 
activities as agents for the following 
Lancashire Insurance Co , Ltd 
-A.inban Tea Estato 
Dehra Dun Tea Co , Ltd 
East Hopetown Tea Estat-e Co , Ltd 
^lokumpur Tea Estate 
Eunjara Tea Estate 
Herbertpore Tea Estate 
Raipur Tea Estate Co , Ltd 
Goruckpore Tea Estate 
Konlagarh Tea Estate 
Udhiva Bagh Tea Estate 
Annfield Tea Estate, Dehra Dun 


The firm are also managing agents for Carew 
and Co , Ltd , and the Indian Home Mission to 
the Sonthals Tea Estates 

The firm v\as started in 1S41 as L3'all, Rennie 
and Co , and after various changes in the per- 
sonnel It assumed its present designation in 1913, 
the partners being Mr J D Marshall and his 
cousin, Mr E H Marshall, who havfe been con- 
nected with it since 1902 and igog, respectively 
The firm s London agents are Messrs 'L3all, 
Anderson and Co , i6, Philpot Lane, E C Their 
telegraphic address 15 " Ghat,” Calcutta, and 
the codes used bv them are Bentlev ’s, Broom- 
hall’s, and the ABC 5th edition 
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ROGERS-PYATT SHELLAC 

The Rog^ers-Pyatt Shellac Co , Inc , are among-st 
the largest exporters of Indian shellac, practically 
all their shipments going to the United States, 
for their head office is at 79-81, Water Street, 
New York 

The lac industry is one of the most ancient of 
the minor industries of India Lac is a resinous 
incrustation produced by insects which swarm 
over the twigs of certain trees, suck up the sap, 
and give out an excretion which solidifies on con- 
tact with the air, a scale being gradually formed 
round their bodies This process continues until 
the twigs are encased by the encrustation In 
this form it is collected by the villagers and sold 
in the local country markets as “ sticklac,” from 
which the product known as shellac is manu- 
facured 

There are many qualities of shellac, and those 
manufactured bv the Rogers-Pyatt Shellac Co , 
Inc , under their marks “ D C, ” “ V S O,” and 
<J>. are well known throughout the world 
Shellac is used chiefly for gramophone records, 
varnishes, hats, electrical appliances, etc The 
Rogers-Pyatt Shellac Co , Inc , have their own 
shellac factories at Mirzapur and Wyndhangunj, 
and own also estates totalling about 1,500 square 
miles devoted to lac cultivation 

They are proprietors likewise of the Rooknurg- 
hat Co , Mirzapore, an important concern in the 
shellac industry 

Mica is another Indian product in which the 
Rogers-Pyatt Shellac Co , Inc , are largely en- 
gaged It IS doubtful when mica was first dis- 
covered, but It has been used in India for 
decorative and medicinal purposes from time 
immemorial It has been found in the wrappings 


COMPANY, INC , 5, Cine Ro\^ 

of the ancient Egj^ptian mummies, and the Greeks 
knew of it upwards of 500 B C It is rehted 
too, that Columbus had his ships’ lanterns fitted 
with It when setting out on his search for 
America 

The first shipments of Bengal mica are records! 
as being made in 1863, but it vas not until itN 
unrivalled properties as an electrical insulator 
became known that the industr)^ began to expand 
and assume some considerable importance in the 
mining and industrial avorld 

The rough mica is brought from the mines to 
the surface and split into sheets about one eighth 
of an inch in thickness, avliich are subsequentli 
tied in bundles of about 4oIbs each The course 
of preparation of this rough mica consists in 
trimming, sorting, grading, and splitting As the 
value of the films depend on their being uniformh 
thin and free from torn or cracked pieces, it b 
evident that close supervision is required at all 
splitting factoiies, as there mas be upwards of 
5,000 films in a pound, and even a compnratuch 
few thick films in a case will serioush affect the 
value 

The Rogers-Pyatt Shellac Co , Inc , ha\c been 
established in the United States for mam scars, 
and their activities contribute considcrablj to the 
paint manufacture of that countn, for thei 
operate in conjunction with the great firm of I C 
Gillespie and Sons, the largest importers mto 
America of the ingredients for paints, oils, and 
varnishes, including wood-oil, the wonderful pro- 
duct of the tungyu tree of North China 

In 1920 the Rogers-Pvatt Shellac Co , lac , 
opened their branch at Calcutta, and gi'c empo' 
ment on their estates to some thousands of pcopc 


HARNACK and CO , Civil and Military Tailors, Shirt-makers and Gentlemen's Outfitters, 

10 and 10/1, Old Court House Street 


The psychologj'- of clothes is a subject of greater 
interest and imjxirtance than is revealed bj the 
shalloxv thinking generally bestowed upon it 
The influence of being faultlessly dressed has had 
greater consequences in human affairs than enters 
into the consciousness of the uninitiated or those 
indifferent to the subtleties of cause and effect 
Lack of self-confidence on an occasion laden with 
potentiality max arise largely because of gar- 
ments mediocre in cut or qualitj , or at xanance 
xxith the accepted modes of fashionable decree 
Messrs Harnack and Co , Calcutta’s xxell-knoxxn 
fashionable tailors, proxide a serxnce in xxorkman- 
ship and materials xxell calculated to meet the 
most fastidious dem inds Their establishment 
occupies a prominent position in Old Court House 
Street, and its artistic ensemble conxexs that 
pleasing distinction and suggestion of supenoritx 
xxhich IS a concomitant of exerj high-class sar- 
torial concern There are some tailoring estab- 
lishments so arranged and impressed xxith the 


mentality of their operators as to occasion no m 
prise xxffien the imperfection of their / 

demonstrated Others again are eloquent 0 
superlatix^e conditions bv xvhich all the t cm 
their organisation arc directed Amongst ^ 
latter must be placed the establishment 0 c 
Harnack and Co , to xxhom is entrusted 1 1< 
ing of garments of a large number of g’co 
in Calcutta, to xxhom excellence of fabric, 
as of cut and finish, is a matter of 
The firm’s assortment of materials, impo 
the leading manufacturers, proxides an 
xxide selection for suits for all -■ 

the xxorkshops arc on the prcmists, , 

haxe the satisfaction of knowing that t ici 
are completed under thoroughh Ingicme 
tions . I 

The business xxas established m 
H Harnack, its sole proprietor, \x 10 p" 
superintends all its xxorking detail-' 
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THE PLANTERS’ STORES AND AGENCY CO , LTD , 11, Clive Street. 


The char'ictcr of this laigc and \\ cll-knOAMi busi- 
ness IS indicated b} its title The range o\er 
which the compan) ’s activities extend embraces 
e\eri thing pertaining to the tea industr\ of India, 
from the suppU of odds and ends of tilings re- 
quired on the estates to acting as managing 
agents, secretaries, and agents for the proprietary 
companies The concern was formed in 1872 by 
a number of influenti.al tea planters in the district 
of Dibrugarh, Assam, and was incorporated six 
}ears later under its present title The extent to 
ivhich it has dei eloped ma} be indicated by men- 
tion of the f.act that it has premises in Kidder- 
pore, Calcutta, occup}ing an area of 102 acres 
The great stores there haie a loading and unload- 
ing platform and prnate railway siding, and 
through them pass enormous quantities of every- 
thing that can be imagined as necessarv for tea 
estates, besides an infinity of other merchandise 
The company ’s office and godown floor space in 
Calcutta amounts to 75,000 square feet 
Branches of the business are established at 
Chittagong, Assam, and Kuala Lumpur, F Jvl S 
The London office is at 17, St Helen’s Place, 
E C , the telegraphic address is “ Planters,” Cal- 
cutta, and the codes used are the ABC 5th edi- 
tion and Bentley ’s The general manager is Mr 
L Herbert 

The compani ’s prominence in the tea trade ma^ 
be indicated as follow's Managing Agents of 
Barduar Tea and Timber Co , Ltd , Cooliekoosie 
Tea Co , Ltd Secretaries and Agents of 
DheiakhatTea Co , Ltd , Long^Hew’■ Tea Co , Ltd 
Agents for 

Bahjan Ten Co Ltd 
Behufaor Co , Ltd 
Denmoolie Tea Co , Ltd 
Pekhnn Tea Co , Ltd 
Penndi Ten Co , Ltd 
Boom Dooma Tea Co Ltd 
Itakhooh Tea Co , Ltd 
Limbnenn Tea Co , Ltd 
Mizdehee Ten Co, Ltd 
Pabbojan Tea Co , Ltd 
Rajah All: Tea Estates, Ltd 
Rnngli Ting Ten Estate, Ltd 


Rupai Tea Co , Ltd 
Shnkomato Ten Estates, Ltd 
Tnia Ten Co , Ltd 
Znloni lea Estates, Ltd 
Mcsai Ten Seed Co , Ltd 

(Incorpoiated in England) 

Anuanagai Ten Estate 
Basbbaree Tea Estate 
Bnsista Tea Estate 
Boiasali Tea Co Ltd 
Bimapahni Tea Estate 
Cliandmnn Te t Estate 
Chnpanallnh Tea Estate 
Choonsnh Tea Estate 
Halisabari Tea Estate 
Haveda Tea Estate 
Himjan Tea Estate 
Jliinghat Native Te.n Co , Ltd 
Longboi Tea Estate 
Madurkhnt Tea Estate 
Madhupiir Tea Estate 
Mndhuting Tei Estate 
Nnmola Tea C-o , Ltd 
Noaibund Tea Co 
Gating Tea Estate 
Radhnban Tea Estate 
Bajnbnn Tea Estate 
Rampur Ten Estate 
Ramsn Hill Tea Estate 
Rupaballj' Tea Estate 
Sndasiva Tea Estate 
Sarojini Tea Estate 
Silonijan Tea Estate 
Singmiari Tea Estate 
Stai Tea Estate 
Tapasia Tea Estate 
Taianagni Tea Estate 
Thakurban Tea Estate 
Udalguii Tea Estate 
Hmntara Tea Co , Ltd 
Dnngn A Dhonjan Ten Seed Co 
Besides the foregoing, The Planters’ Stores and 
Agency Co , Ltd , are proprietors of Thandabari 
Collieries, Northern Collieries, Madandee Col- 
liery' , Secretaries of Central Dharmaband Coal 
Co , Ltd , Managing Agents of Calentlin Lead 
Mills, Ltd , Agents for Union Insurance Society 
of Canton, Ltd , Guardian Assurance Co , Ltd , 
London Assurance Co , Ltd , Triton Insurance 
Co , Ltd , and a large number of w'ell-knowm 
British and American manufacturers 


ABRECHT and CO , Watch Manufacturers, 76-18, Radha Bazar Street 


No country' m the w'orld is more famous for its 
watches than Sw'itzerland Messrs Abrecht and 
Co are a Sw'iss firm, and are amongst the largest 
importers of w'atches in the Indian Empire, w'here 
their supplies are used by' every' class of its swarm- 
mg millions Messrs Abrecht and Co ’s business 
''as started in 18S5 'it the same insignificant look- 
ing premises at 16-1 8, Radha Bazar Street w'hich 
orni their headquarters, but since that date the 
twi s trade has grow'n immensely', and they have 
ranches at Bombay , Rangoon, and Chaux de 
^’°nds, Switzerland 

The appearance of the Calcutta establishment is 
' hr\ deceptn e, and the large w holesale trade 
ransacted there would probably astonish people 
unacquainted w itli the status and influence of the 


firm in the w'atch trade Besides the w atches made 
specially for them in some of the best factories m 
Sw'itzerland Messrs Abrecht and Co are agents 
for the celebrated Omega, Tavanne and Cyma, 
and also for those of Messrs Couroisier Frferes, 
whose factorv at Chaux de Fonds is the oldest of 
its kind m Switzerland 

As might be inferred, the watches supplied by 
iVIessrs Abrecht and Co are of \ ery great \ ariety, 
from the cheap examples at Rs 1-12 each up to 
magnificent time-keepers costing some tw eh e 
thousand rupees Messrs Abrecht and Co test 
e^en watch supplied by them, and in their Cal- 
cutta premises no few'er than three to four hundred 
watches are thoroughly tested daili 
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W H HARTON and CO , Merchants and 

Messrs W H Harton a>’d Co are the oldest 
rope-makers jn India Their business was in 
existence in 17S0, as is proved by a notice in 
HtcLey’s Gazette^ but under another name It 
received its present designation when Mr W H 



Harton took it over at the end of the eighteenth 
century In 1S12 Mr William Stalkartt, son of 
Mr Alarmaduke Stalkartt, who was naval archi- 
tect to George III , joined the firm, and from that 
time the concern was carried on by succeeding 
members of the Stalkartt family, the last of them 
being the late Mr J C Stalkartt, vho died in 
1927 

Messrs W H Harton and Co 's rope is made 
from the celebrated Manila hemp, or abaca, as it 


Rope Manufacturers, Council House Street 

IS known in the Philippines The abaca plant 1 
a product of the peculiar combinations of rlimat.. 
and soil conditions in these islands, wherL i 
flourishes exclusively From the leaf stalks h 
produced the most valuable of all fibre-, fo 
cordage, as is evidenced by the fact tint rojx 
manufacturers all over the world import aban 
from the Philippines for making their best gradiv, 
w'hich they call “ Manila ” rope, to indicate that 
it IS made avith abaca fibre Extensa e txpcri 
ments made at the Bureau of Science at Manila 
to determine the tensile strength of abaca haw 
demonstrated that some single filaments of akai 1 
give an ultimate tensile strength hiq;lier than tint 
of wore Abaca is also highly resilient, clastii., 
and durable The experiments show it to be fat 
superior to any other fibre in these qualities 
Messrs W H Harton and Co ’s products an 
knowm throughout the avorld, and ha\c bcfn 
aw'arded no few'er than ten gold, siKcr, and 
bronze medals at amrious Exhibitions in India, 
Europe, and America, including a gold medal at 
the Calcutta Exhibition of 1922-23 

The firm are also manufacturers of painted tar 
pauhns, coated with their own special patintei 
composition, also of railwa} w’agon coaers mad' 
from prepared canvas imported spetialK for ih' 
purpose from England They carry stocks n 
sail canvas, bunting, flags, and general iiiirmi. 

stores . . , 

Messrs W H Harton and Co are agents m 

Red Hand Compositions, Ltd , ^1' 

Bruton’s Wire Ropes, Musselburgh, Scnliam 
Their telegraphic address is “ Harlonco, 
cutta, and their codes arc the \ B C ith ci > 
and Bentley’s 


T E BEVAN and CO , LTD 


Old 


The people of Calcutta haa e e\ erj' reason for con- 
gratulation in having at their service such an 
exceptionally comprehensive and up-to-date musi- 
cal business as that of Messrs T E Bevan and 
Co , Ltd , w'hose handsome three-storey establish- 
ment, in the centre of one of the citj ’s finest 
thoroughfares, is unsurpassed by any similar 
undertaking in the Orient The interest and 
admiration of the aisitor to this attractiae em- 
porium will be as much aroused b\ its spacious 
and ornate character as b\ its wealth of c\cr}- 
thing that science and art haxc produced for the 
expression of music in all its charming infiniU 
The firm’s experience of the Indian market is 
probable unique, and thee are well qualified to 
speak with authorite upon the subject of pianos in 
India, and to gne practical adeice and guidance 
to e\ ere one who consults them m that connec- 
tion The manufacture of pianos for use in the 
different districts of India has been their life stude 
Thee understand the characteristics of each 
maker’s productions, and can, therefore, supple 
instruments suitable for the climatic conditions of 
ane di-^trict, with satisfaction guaranteed 


The London Musical Depot,” Grose enor Hoiite, 

Court House Street 

The business evas founded in iSfi, .[r 
Thomas Edmund Beean, eeho was ^ 1-^, j, 
construction and tuning of pianos in j,,. 

of i\Icssrs J and J Hopkinson, 
amongst the leading piano 
don Subsequcntlv Mr Beexan had ..,-1 

tical experience eeith Messrs J”''" / or- 
Sons, Ltd , before he eeas selected , 

a number of candidates to fill 1 A' 

He landed at 

1S83, V 

rant f' ’’ 


forte house in India 
\pril, 187S, and m Februare, 


ferred to Calcutta I,iis,ii. 

nated m the 1 ittcr ecnr, ' 

himself under the title of 1 
“ The London Musical Depot , nr >’ 

In 1913 the firm was eon^erted m « ^ . 

limited habihU compane, with \ r ,, 

and his partner, Mr Lionel ngi 

said of the uadnil-’l 


\\ hatee er ma\ he 


judice that exists amongst 
of the old business house rondn 


ui I ' 


I O V 
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lines ns against the more modern, impersonal, and 
less responsible \enturcs of limited Inbilit) com- 
panies, Messrs T E Bc\an and Co , Ltd , differ 
from the latter b\ reason of the fact that, as 
alreadj indicated, the\ are a private company, and 
the shares arc limited to the cmplovecs When 
the connection is se\ercd the shares must be given 
up for purchase amongst the remaining em- 
plo\ ces , so that a personal 5er\ ice for the good of 
the compant' and the benefit of its customers is 
alwavs maintained, thus realising the ideal of the 
founder, to build up a worthy, business and share 
its success u ith his co-workers 


Messrs T E Bevan and Co have ahvays 
a\ oided any policy thej would be unwilling to have 
publicly known , and the steady development of 
their business is the result of their constant en- 
deavours to exemplify perfection in musical mer- 
chandise, sale methods, and service The3' make 
a speciahtj’ of repairs and tlie rebuilding of pianos 
and all musical instruments, and transact a large 
wholesale as w'eil as retail trade m everything 
associated wuth musical merchandise Their 
cable and telegraphic addiess is “ Bevanco,” 
Calcutta 


J D JONES and CO. and J D JONES and CO , LTD , Merchants and Agents, 

Clive Buildings, S, Clive Street 


The business of Messrs f D Jones and Co w'as 
established in 1893, and in 1924 several depart- 
ments of the firm’s activities w'cre taken over bj’ a 
limited habihtv compam, formed for that purpose, 
and entitled J D Jones and Co , Ltd This com- 
pam IS one of the largest concerns in India de- 
^oted to the mica trade Tlie principal use of 
mica IS in the manufacture of electrical machiner}' 
The invention of micamte, a sort of cardboard 
made of splittings, built up w itli a shellac cement 
and consolidated under pressure, put a value on 
all the smaller sizes of mica w'hich had previously 
been discarded as valueless Micamte can be 
moulded into any desired form and is, therefore, 
capable of being used in a greater variety of w'ays 
than the block mica in its natural state 

A verj considerable quantity of clear block mica 
IS used in condensers of w'lreless telegraph instal- 
lation, for stove w'lndow^s, mcandescent-gas 
chimneys, gramophone diaphragms, and other 
purposes 

A small quantity of wmste mica is pulverised 
and the resulting powder is used as a lubricant , 


other portions are converted into efficient lagging 
for steam pipes and boilers 

Messrs J D Jones and Co , Ltd , are pro- 
prietors of the Grajute Mica Works, How^rah, 
w'hich is the only undertaking of its kind in India 
Grayite is a composition used for lagging boilers, 
and IS a great non-conductor of heat Messrs 
J D Jones and Co , Ltd , are also proprietors of 
the Impenm Paulin Factory, Howmah, and are 
sole agents and representatives of 

Cinndnn Hart Products, Ltd , Hmuilton, Canada 
(manufacturers of carboiaindum specialities) 

Cape Asbestos Co , Ltd , Guildhall Annexe, King 
Street, Jjondon, E C 2 
Addressographs, Ltd , London, E C 
J Bennett Hevde A Co , Manchester 
Maxa, Ltd , London, E C 
Tlios C "Warley A Co , Philadelphia, USA 
Dakin Bros , Ltd (Dakin’s Crensol) , London 
Messrs J D Jones and Co are general mer- 
chants and managing agents for J D Jones and 
Co , Ltd , Thermic Steel Co , Ltd , Calcutta , and 
the Eastern Rubber and Asbestos Co , Ltd , Cal- 
cutta Their European correspondents are 
Messrs J D Jones and Co (London), Ltd , 
Bristol House, Holborn Viaduct, London, E C i 


G F PLAYFAIR and CO , Ship-chandlers, Engineers, and Contractors, 27-7, Waterloo Street 


H the romantic days of the sailing ships it w'as 
generally found that the stores catering to 
their requirements had as their principals 
retired manne captains In these more 
prosaic and strenuous tunes tlie vocation 
®f the ship-chandler has lost much of its 
former characteristics, and the stocks of goods 
that used to be kept for the “ wdiite ivings of tlie 
have been largel} replaced b}' steamer neces- 
sities, such as are supplied m great vanety b}^ 
Messrs G F Playfair and Co , wdio, wdnle still 
stocking ever3'thing that the sailing ship might 
specialise m asbestos, canvas and metMhc 
packings, Klinger’s packing, “ Ivlingent ” steam 
jointing, reflex gauge glasses and rings, tube 
ruslies, pump leather cups, rubber and metallic 
corrugated jointing rings, cr3stal soda, 
^'kr composition, “ Apexior ” boiler compound, 
oiler zinc plates, rubber insertion, wire and 
I 


Manila rope, paints, files, manganesite paste, 
Crompton’s atmospheric ash hoist cups, wmste, 
cordage, raw' and boiled oil, turbme fireproof ash- 
bags, etc , etc 

The business W'as established m 1903, and w'as 
taken over in rgiy b3 its present proprietor, Mr 
H S Reece, a practical engineer of long and ex- 
tensive experience on land and sea Accordmgty 
since his advent the sphere of the firm has been 
greatl} extended, and now' embraces ever3'thmg 
pertaining to the manufacture of structural steel 
work, tanks, tank staging, coolie huts, tea fac- 
tories, bungalow's, etc , etc Indeed, there is 
nothing associated with general engineering which 
Messrs G F Pla3fair and Co are not prepared 
to undertake Their telegraphic address is 
“ Fodder,” and their codes are Bentlc} ’s and 
ABC 5th edition 
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JESSOP and CO , LTD , Stractural, Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engineers, 93, Cine Street 


Mr Hestit Jessof, one of the founders of the 
business of Messrs Jessop and Co , Ltd , was a 
bndg-e builder formerly associated with the 
Butterley Iron Co , and he began his activities in 
India m 1815 At that time the art of iron- 
bridge building was but in its infancy, and it w'as 
only w'hen road traffic assumed large proportions 
by the development of industries and the increase 
of population that bridge building began to be 
practised on a great scale on scientific lines Mr 
Jessop served his apprenticeship w'hen iron was 
superseding w'ood and stone in the construction of 
bndges, to be replaced by steel when bridges of 
the modern type began to make their appearance 

Interesting old letters in the possession of the 
firm show'' that Mr Jessop w'as engaged in build- 
ing bridges for Indian rulers By 1820 the firm 
of Jessop and Co w'as in full swung, Mr Henr}' 
Jessop, w'lth his brother George, having taken 
over the old-established ship-building works on the 
site of their present offices in Clive Street, not 
only as bridge-builders, but also as iron-founders 
and general engineers According to Phipps, 
“ Papers relative to ship-building in India,” the 
plans and engine for the first boat built in India 
propelled by steam w'ere brought out by Mr Henry 
Jessop in 1819, and the boat was built at Luck- 
now by his assistant, Mr Wm Tricket The 
engine is ” said to have been of excellent w'ork- 
manship, and to have given the boat a speed of 
7 to 8 miles per hour ” Vast, indeed, have been 
the changes that have since occurred in the 
world’s engineering and macliiner)', and year 
after year each new' invention and improvement 
Avas exemplified in the evolution of Messrs Jessop 
and Co ’s ever-changing and increasing plant, 
until to-da}' their Avorks contribute considerably to 
the engineering and kindred facilities and re- 
sources of Calcutta 

In i88g the firm A\as formed into a limited 
liabilit} company Thereafter tlieir trade in the 
importation of iron, steel and machinery began to 
extend a ery rapidly in combination Avith their 
general engineering actn'ities '\ccordingl> , 
Messrs Jessop and Co , Ltd , erected in 1S90, in 
Grierson Road, Howrah, a structural engineering 
establishment AAhich A\as enlarged from time to 
time, and into it in 1910 A\as transferred the plant 
from their old Phcenix Works in CIivc Street 
The expansion since attained there may be indi- 
cated bA the fact that the premises now coAer an 
area of 16 acres, aaiUi a railwaA siding from the 
East Indian RailwaA, a rner frontage of 800 feet, 
a road frontage opposite Howrah Station of 900 
feet, and another outlet bA prnate road to Cullen 
Place, Howrah Branch AAorks haAe been estab- 
lished at Jamshedpur and Dum Dum The 
capacitA of these works, besides a Acn large out- 
put of SAAadeshi manufactures, composing steam 
engines, steam pumps, jute, hide and fodder 
presses, pullcAs. and mil! gearing and all kinds of 
rpachincrA , is' about 500 tons of iron castings 
monthlA 'and 3.000 tons of structural steel 


Messrs Jessop 's structural output comprises al 
the ever} day class of w ork of this kind, nnd th \ 
specialise in steel bndges, buildings, A\eil lu bs. 
jetties, leaf houses, etc , and the more intrln'- 
Avork Avhere a high order of technical and dts^n 
ing skill IS required 

MeanAvhile in 1901 Messrs Jessop and Co, 
Ltd , during tiie industrial expansion for 
Lord Curzon did so much, laid doiAii a work'' it 
Garden Reach for the construction of rolling ^ick\ 
for the groAving Indian raihva} sjsteni Owir^ 
to raihvay developments in the neighboiirlKXxl, r 
has since been transferred to Dum Dum IK 
capacity of that establishment under fn\ounhV 
conditions of Avorking is 100 broad-gauge niim 
line State railAva} standard coAcncl g(h\I 
AA'agons per month, or the equiAalcnt in othtr 
types of Avagons 

In 1917, Avhen the War had entered a nm 
phase, the Government of India was facul "Ult 
extraordinary and unique difficulties The 
enemy’s submarine AA'ar on merchant shipping and 
the heavy demands made by our campaign in 
Mesopotamia resulted in a great shortage of Inn 
nage This shortage could not be made up from 
home or from Ameiica, and the problem of uiak 
mg good the required tonnage in India ’J' 
soluble so long as steel plates A\crc not to b'' 
obtained As AAith ships, so it A\as at li''t "itn 
steel plates for ship-building , the demands chc 
AA'here far exceeded the supph, and there u'l'-'i 
serious chance of India being stoned out 
gether in that connection Under these ciniir 
stances, and aa ith things looking more and ninrr 
difficult in the futuie, Messrs Jessop and '' - 
Ltd , undertook a contract for the fabrioation a 
erection of 15,000 tons of structural steel nor ' 
extension to The Tata Iron and Steel Vor ' 
for that purpose constructed in four . ^ 
another establishment at Jamshedpur, where 
Avere able from the commencement to turn 
1,000 tons per month of fabricated steel 

Besides their extensive engineering a< i ^ 
Messrs Jessop and Co , Ltd , are Acn 
pliers of ever} thing pertaining to ^ ^ 

machiner}, tools, and building materia ( | , 
of their old Phoenix Works, extending' 

Street to Strand Road, and occup} mg ' 
area of 45,000 square feet, comprises ' 
heaA ily stocked aa ith these mat^n s ^ ( 

also includes the firm’s head a ’ 

aaIucIi is still as it aaus aaIico the m 
started in the far distant past -rr/n*- 1 ’ 

Messrs Jessop and Co , Ltd , are _ , 

large number of famous British irm , ^ ^ 

front rank m their 1' 

of the business are estabhsfied at Jy " ’ ' 

Madras, Lucknow, and a! 

office IS at 42, Grf sham House, -.p 1 •- 

E C 2 The ' ’ 

Relapse,” Calcutta and dl the 

are used 
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DODGE and SEYMOUR (INDIA), LTD., Manufacturers’ Representatives, 9, Waterloo Street 


F m former times it \\ as thouglit necessary that 
in o\Lrseas merchant required to be not only a 
;ood man of business, but also a statesman, it is 
ivident that all the higher faculties of the mercan- 
ile profession must still more be called into 
equisition when imports and exports have in- 
:reased so enormoush, when markets are \ery 
nueh larger and more numerous, competition so 
nueh keener and more \aricd, the problems to be 
;ol\ ed more complex, and the w hole range of 
iffairs so immenseh w idened In a business, for 
nstance, like that of iMessrs Dodge and Sevmour 
'India), Ltd , who are concerned with general 
merchandise of evcr\ description, there is scope 
for tlie application of discriminating knowdedge in 
the selection of such commodities as long experi- 
ence has pro\ed eminently suitable to the mani- 
fest requirements of the Indian Empire They 
represent about 100 of the leading manufacturers 
in the United States and Canada, including such 
w'ell-know'n concerns as 

The Westinghouse Electrical Intel national Co of 
America 

Hudson A Essex Motor Car Co 
Parker Pen 

“Champion” Blower A Forge 
Deming Pump Co 


Palm Olno Soap 

Libbj, McNeill A Libbv 

National Caibon Co , inc , New Fork 

American Eveiready If lasliliglit Co 

Stanley Eule A Tool Co 

Stanley Works 

Koko-Kola Co 

“ Canada ” Dry Ginger Ale 

Pond’s Cold Cream 

Sloan’s Liniment (W E Warner A Co ) 

M B Squibbs, Dental Ci earns and Preparations 

Standard Textiles of America 

Champion Spark Plug Co 

Eaabestos Brake Lining Co 

Western Clock Co 

Seth Thomas Clock Co 

Dagnter Hosiery Co 

Engle Hosieij Co 

Ipswich Hosiery Co 

Messrs Dodge and Seymour (India), Ltd , are 
representatives of Messrs Dodge and Seymour, 
Inc , established for more than twenty-eight years, 
whose headquarters are at New York, and w'ho 
have branches and agencies throughout the world, 
including Bombay, Karachi, Madras, Lahore, 
Caw’npore, Delhi, and Rangoon The telegraphic 
address is “ Excinco ” for Calcutta and the other 
offices, and the codes used are the Acme, Bent- 
ley’s, and private 


THE ALUMINIUM MANUFACTURING CO , LTD , 14, Clive Street. 


The \LuiDCN*itni Maxtifactoring Co , Ltd , has, 
since its formation, devoted its attention to further 
developing in India the use of aluminium in a 
thousand and one applications suited to people 
existing in the mam under totally different condi- 
tions from those prevailing in Great Britain To- 
day aluminium is handled in ever)' town and vil- 
lage throughout the peninsula in enormous 
quantities In ev'ery bazaar may be seen rows 
upon rows of aluminium milk-cans, degchies, 
handies, katories, kettles and so on to an extent 
which is gradually pushing the older brassware 
into the background The company’s business is 
rapidly expanding m pace with the growing popu- 
larity of aluminium for every household use The 
factor)', situated a few miles outside Calcutta, in 
the old historic cantonment of Dum Dum, at pre- 
sent gives employment to about 600 persons under 
the supervision of skilled European experts, and 
's equipped with a plant embracing the most 
modern machiner) w'hich offers no limit to the 
variety of forms into which the metal can be 
Worked as new applications and uses are found in 
this interesting market 

No attempt has been made to actuallv produce 
the metal itself in India The compan) is solely 
engaged in manufacturing finished articles from 
slices, ingots, circles, and other so-called semi- 
nished forms of the light metal imported from 
he United Kingdom The production of 
I minium on a commercial scale requires cheap 
T pow'er for the decomposition of the ore 

wuia possesses abundant w'ater-pow'er resources 
ogethcr with extenswe bauxite deposits from 
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which the silver) white metal may be produced, 
and no doubt at some future date a new industry 
will be developed in this great country similar to 
that which has been built up at Foyers and Kin- 
lochleven, Scotland, and other parts of the world 
To the Indian the advantages possessed by 
aluminium ov'er brass, earthenware, and other 
v'essels, are many, but the primar)' one perhaps 
lies in the ease with which it may be kept clean 
It IS not surprising, therefore, that aluminium has 
largel) displaced all other metals for the manufac- 
ture of articles in which cleanliness is primarily 
essentia] The dilute organic acids which occur 
in a great v'ariety of foodstuffs hav'e v'ery little 
action on aluminium, and the compounds formed 
are absolutelv harmless to the human system 
Aluminium does not rust like iron, nor form v'er- 
digns as on copper and brass utensils, nor does 
it chip as in the case of enamelled ware Its 
lightness holds an added attraction, and tjiese 
properties, combined with its excellent heat con- 
ductivity, thereby involvung economy in time and 
fuel, renders it better than any other material for 
the manufacture of cooking vessels 

Aluminium is a comparativ'elv newlv known 
metal It was not discovered b) Daw until the 
middle of the last centurv nor produced on a com- 
mercial scale until the perfecting of the electric 
d)namo Like other new things, aluminium dur- 
ing its earl) introduction into the daih life of 
India, was looked upon with the suspicion charac- 
teristic of this great countr) Unheard of in the 
davs of the evolution of the religious laws and 
rites. It was not included m the list of metals pro- 
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hibited for cooking and similar uses, and no 
restriction on that account has stood m the way 
of Its wider use throughout Hindustan But 
there has still been the work of convincing, for 
the people are mostly ilhterate, and suspicious’ that 
the process of cooking in aluminium is in no way 
injurious to the health 

Price, an all important consideration to the 
Indian buyer, has done much to popularise the 
use of aluminium utensils, which are far less costly 
than the brassware formerly used for the same 
purpose It has, therefore, been possible to intro- 
duce the use of aluminium utensils into the homes 
of the poorer classes who hitherto have only been 
able to afford earthenware pots, which, though 
cheaper, have but a short life as th6y are so readily 
broken 

Amongst British and Indian troops, and indeed 
those of all countries, the use of aluminium has 
also vastly e\tended, and the reduction in weight 
of the cooking utensils of a regiment has been 
taken as 75 per cent or more as a result What 
this means may be judged by the fact that before 

ALFRED HERBERT (INDIA), 

Messhs Ai.fjied Herbeut, Ltd , of Coventry, have 
contributed very considerably to the machinery' 
equipment of all kinds of industrial establishments 
throughout the vorld Their business in India, 
established in igo6, eventually developed so 
greatly that in 1921 a separate but subsidiary com- 
pany was formed under the title of Alfred Herbert 
(India), Ltd , which, organised for the speediest 
supplies and the most skilful service, has since 
kept pace with the great development in every 
branch of industr}’ in the Indian Empire, and has 
branches at Lahore, Bombay, Madras, and Ran- 
goon The headquarters are at Calcutta, under 
the supen'ision of the managing director, Mr E 
D Mitchell, who has been with Messrs Alfred 
Herbert, Ltd , since 1906, and in his present posi- 
tion since 1923 

The company’s staff includes highly skilled tech- 
nical engineers, w'ho report on and advise in con- 

ASHWORTH, ASPINWALL and CO 

Thf enormous range in the patterns of cotton 
piece-goods is best seen in those that arc m great 
popularity throughout India and its dependencies 
The supply of these materials forms a large section 
of the business of Messrs 'Xshworth, ‘\spinwal! 
and Co , and the last difference in the patterns 
and chromatic effects of the fabrics supplied In 
them IS not the result of hapha 7 nrd production, but 
represents the \arietics which long experience of 
the customs and ichos\ ncrasics of the people haee 
shown as being tlie most suitable and popular 

Messrs \shworth, \spinuall and Co are also 
general merchants and managing agents of the 
Otomatic Service Co , whose remarkable patent 
for scaling punctures in pneumatic tubes is being 
utilised e\ ere where with great appreciation 

The firm are also agents for James Tavlor and 
Co (Merchants), Ltd , M’ II Srah s and Co , 


the introduction of aluminium eight mulis 
allotted to each regiment, or one for cnch 0- 
pany, while under the new conditions one muka- 
carry' the cooking utensils of three compin 
leaving five mules for the regiment atailabV f 
other duties if necessary 

The company also specialises in the produtti, 
of modern light alloy' sand and die castings 
have made such rapid progress in the mofn 
electrical, and other industries At the prc'i 
stage of the industrial development of Ind 1 
however, it is for the bazaars that the conipant 
chiefly' caters, and its trade in this direction nr< 
into many' hundreds of tons of utensils anninlo 
It IS interesting to note that the scrap resiiltr, 
from the company’s manufacture is recast irti 
idles, bangles, and other small forms ot ado a 
ment 

The managing director of the compinv is Mr 
Ernest E Button, B Sc , A C G I , M Inst Mi! 
The telegraphic address is " Bauxite," and tfi 
ABC code, 6th edition, is used 

LTD , 13, British Indian Street 

nection w'lth all kinds of machincn prohlcnis, di 
monstrate the advantages of the great %arietv of 
the Herbert specialities, and superintend their m 
stallation Besides tlieir offices and showroom m 
British Indian Street, the companv have Hrsr 
godowns m Strand Road 

The range over w'hich the compani 's actnitn^ 

extend is exceedingly comprthensne, and cm 

braces everything associated with gemra 
machinery and accessories for engineering, rm 
w'ay, and motor workshops, dockyards, acmplinr 
construction, etc 

In addition to being tlie agents for McS'i 
Alfred Herbert, Ltd , Coicntrv, thc\ also art 
agents for many prominent maciimc-tool niikif' 
The telegraphic address of tlic firm •' 
“ Machine,” Calcutta, and the codes used In t 
are Western Union, A B C, Litber's, anti prnK' 

, General Merchants, 38, Strand Road 
Ltd , Bradford , Whitworth and M'l'fit”- , 
tors of Tricoienc products, Joseph Crosfit ' ^ , 
Sons, Ltd , tVarnng-lon, soaps, S K 'd' 'n ‘ 

Co , St Helens, Chemicals JJstablishmt.nl'^ * ' 
net, Brussels, isbestos sheets, Ci I trii'mt 
Co , Brussels, p.iinfs and varnislns ^ 

The business was establish! <I ibout tie 
mng of the present centurv iindt r tin na'^ ^ 
James I a\ lor amt ( o { Merchants) , 1 fd , ' ' _ 
taken over in 1926 Iiv a nt vv tompani 
worth, \spinwall mtl Co , I ftl , fti'n't ^ 

purpo><' Sint I tin atlvtait of the I tttf 
cern Ins dcvelopi fl c onsith r ibb ! '\'i t^' 
tre Mts-r- W ilU.im t-pirn al) 11 d * / ' , 

riic Ulcgriphv addn ss Is ' Sr<' ^ 
the cofh s usi (1 ifi tin \ B C sit " 
it % s, and private 
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HAROLD and CO , LTD , Importers of Musical Merchandise of Every Description, 

Dalhousie Square. 


Established in 184^, Messrs Harold and Co , 
Ltd , are the oldest firm m their line in Calcutta 
and pioneeis in the local trade in musical mer- 
chandise Indeed, it was with Messrs Harold 
and Co that the founders of the principal con- 
cerns of the same kind in the citj received their 
first training- in India When the business was 
started the firm’s stock was very different from 
Avliat it is to-da}', and the manufacturers of the 
instruments of those da}s, doubtless, never 
dreamed of the vast improvements and inventions 
which were to be effected in later a ears for the 
expression of the most spintuelle of arts Messrs 
Harold and Co , Ltd , are importers of musical 
merchandise of everj description and deal with 
the requirements of an entire military band orches- 
tra as readil} as thev do with those of their cus- 
tomers wanting the latest song or dance, or the 
aspiring student engrossed m obtaining the instru- 
ment of his or her fancy, from a mouth organ to 
a piano bA such famous makers, for instance, as 
Bluthner, Erard, Brmsmead, Brasted, Schiedmeyer 
and Sohne, Allison, Boosev, and Besson, and tlie 
band instruments of Messrs Hawkes and Son and 
Boosey and Co , Ltd , for w'hom Messrs Harold 
and Co , Ltd , are agents in Calcutta 
The firm have a staff of experts engaged m 

BARLOW and CO , Merchants and 

The business of Messrs Barlow and Co , Cal- 
cutta, established soon after 1S60, is a branch of 
Messrs Thomas Barlow and Bro , Manchester 
and I ondon, wdiich wms founded by the late Mr 
Thomas Barlow, and is now carried on by his 
two sons. Sir John Emmott Barlowq Bart , and 
Mr Frank Barlowq J P Messrs Barlow' and 
Co have been connected wnth the de\elopment of 
the Indian tea industry for many years, and now' 
act as agents for various tea estates controlled 
by the partners in the firm of Thomas Barlow' and 
Bro Messrs Barlow and Co , Calcutta, are 
agents for the Brae and Chmgoor Tea Estates, 
Ltd , w'hich owns the Chmgoor group of estates 
m Cachar and the Loongsoong group of estates 
m Assam (the Brae group of estates is m Ceylon) 
l^Iessrs Barlow' and Co are also agents for the 
Castleton Tea Estate in Darjeeling and the Bor- 
bolla Assam Tea Co , Ltd They are amongst 


lepairs of all kinds, and the work they do m that 
connection extends throughout Northern India 
Impressive examples of how pianos and organs 
not specially' built for the tropics, as are those 
supplied by' file firm, deteriorate are shown by 
mam instruments receu'ed at their workshops for 
repairs The successful manner m which the latter 
are executed is an object lesson in specialised 
ability The wood used by them is teak, which is 
immune from the ravages of insects and climatic 
deterioration Tuning as well as repairs is, of 
course, a feature of the firm’s activities 

Messrs Harold and Co , Ltd , devote special 
attention to gramophones and are the only Euro- 
pean agents m Calcutta for “ His Master’s 
Voice ” records and machines 

1 he business, which gives employ'ment to about 
fiftv persons, has been carried on since its incep- 
tion m its present premises, which were damaged 
by' the earthquake of 1902, and rebuilt on a better 
scale m 1906 In 1920 the firm was formed into a 
limited liability' company, the Managing Director 
then being Mr W S Cole That gentleman 
w'as succeeded m 1924 by Mr C L Seymour, 
w'ho after his apprenticeship with Messrs Collard 
and Collard, of London, joined Messrs Harold 
and Co , Ltd , m 1908 

Commission Agents, 37, Strand Road 

the leading members of the Indian Waste Tea 
Collecting Agency', and are largely actively in- 
terested in the buying of W'aste tea for its ex- 
portation for chemical purposes Messrs Barlow' 
and Co have, in addition, large bazaar interests, 
and sell extensively piece-goods, iron, steel, 
metals, and all classes of hardw'are and general 
merchandise They are appointed representatives 
of Messrs W K and C Peace, Ltd , Sheffield, 
and the Summerlee Iron Co , Ltd , of GlasgoAv 
The firm’s correspondents are Messrs Thomas 
Barlow and Bro , Post Box No 15, Manchester, 
and “ Ceylon House,” 49-51, Eastcheap, London, 
also Barlow' and Co , Shanghai, Singapore, and 
Kuala Lumpur 

Messrs Barlow' and Co ’s telegraphic address 
is “ Ceplnssus,” Calcutta, and they use the stan- 
dard codes 


JOHN CATLOW and SONS, LTD , Manufacturers and Shippers, II, Clive Street 


The great piece-goods trade of India has one of its 
best-known representative firms in Messrs John 
Catlow' and Sons, Ltd , in whose mills, Radford, 
Rose, Anchor, Sudelside, and Olive, at Darwen, 
"ith some 2,700 looms and giving employ'ment to 
about 1,000 persons, are manufactured all kinds of 
cotton piece-goods 

Messrs John Catlow' and Sons, Ltd , have been 
shipping these materials to India for upwards of 
oirty' years, but did not open their branch at Cal- 


cutta until 1921 That establishment is under the 
direction of Mr Harold Catlow, son of Mr James 
H Catlow, senior partner of the firm, assisted bv 
Mr G H Hacking 

Messrs John Catlow and Sons, Ltd , at Cal- 
cutta, are agents for jute and cotton mill stores of 
best British manufacture Their telegraphic ad- 
dress IS Talon, Calcutta, and the codes used bv 
them are the A, B C 4th and 5th editions, Bent- 
ley ’s, Whitelaw ’s, and private 
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HARMAN and CO., Civil, Military, Naval, and Diplomatic Tailors and General Outfitter. 

12, Government Place ’ 


There are few firms m tlie British Empire with a 
finer record of sartorial service and supplies than 
Messrs Harman and Co Established in the reign 
of William IV , they have always been noted for 
their skilful exemplification of high quality 
materials and workmanship and correct interpreta- 
tion of every detail of fashion When they started 
business masculine attire \\ as much more elaborate 
than it is to-day, and on the firm’s stationer}’^ is an 
illustration of a gentleman of that distant period 
arrayed in apparel that affords a striking and artis- 
tic contrast to the much less ornate, although more 
utilitarian, garments of the ffe/u/s homo of the 
present time 

The business was started in Tank Square, 
which soon afterwards received its present name 
of Dalhousie Square In iS66 the firm removed to 
their present well-known establishment, almost 
opposite to Government House, where thej' have, 
during the succeeding decades, upheld the best 
English tailoring traditions The character of the 
trade transacted is evident at once b}’ the absence 
of everj'thing that would detract from the rigid 
and exclusive specialisation governing the busi- 
ness, both in regard to its administrative and 
executive departments No ready-made suits are 
obtainable in that resort of excellent apparelling 
and high-class workmanship, but vhile unsur- 
passed in the making of clothes for a discerning 
and fastidious clientele, Ales^rs Harman and Co 


are, and have ahv'a}s been, spcciallv famou. fo 
their activities as militarj and naval tailors TK\ 
hav e always been regarded as authorities m cor 
nection with the correct details of British uni 
forms, military or otherwise Thcv made the vm 
elaborate uniforms of the fourteen heralds at I o 0 
Curzon’s Durbar m 1902, and some of tIlc^e un 
forms are now preserv^ed in the Victoria Mcmorn! 
Calcutta In their establishment niav he strn 
samples of buttons and badges of even Briti>h 
regiment and the medals and orders of the Pm 
pire They receive regularly every \rnn Orda, 
in order to keep m line with the latest clnni,(v 
and details of military dress, and with their cvtni 
sive resources m gold and silver laces and the 
finest cloth of every pattern and texture ncu'-'i 
tated bv their v’^ersatiht}' of sen ice and supplus m 
apparelling for the militarj, naval, and diplomitii 
senaces, Messrs Harman and Co are alvvavs in 1 
position to execute orders vvath the utmost promph 
tude and vvath the knowledge and skill that hive 
accrued through decades of specialising in smh 
v\ ork All orders are fulfilled in the firm's premises 
and under conditions of the utmost cleanliness and 
hygiene 

Many changes have naturally occurred m thr 
personnel of the firm during its long evistcnn 
The manager is Mr E J Mitchell, who Ins him 
in India since 1902, and joined the firm in lOG 


J BOSECK and CO , LTD , Jewellers and Enamellers, 17-3, Chovvringhcc 


Moderx jewellery is eloquent of the progress that 
has been attained not onlv in artistic culture, but 
also in mechanical and scientific achievements, 
and the comprehensiv e stor',. in the premises of 
Messrs J Boseck and Co , Ltd , illustrates much 
of the ingenuitv , the art, and the skill necessarj' 
for such productions The large assortment 
glistens with suggestions for anyone contemplat- 
ing gift giv ing, and an inspection of it is instruc- 
tivc as well as interesting as showing what local 
workmanship can achieve in everything associated 
with the manipulation of gold, silver, and precious 
Stones Messrs J Boseck and Co , Ltd , arc par- 
ticular!' noteworthy for their remarkable skill in 
the formation of jewellery embodying coloured 
enamel, and the beautiful examples of their work 

COBBOLD and CO , LTD , Merchants and 

This business was established bv Mr H R Cob- 
bold about the beginning of the present century, 
and was formed in 1923 into a limited liability com- 
pany of which the managing director is Mr J M 
M ood 

The firm arc specialists in the supply of all kinds 
of equipment for tea estates, and are agents for 

Yale Block* and Locks 
Itnn'cy Pump' 

Ra nbo v Rubber Belt ng 


in that connection eannot fail to elicit tlic enni 
miums of connoisseurs m such goods 

The large assortment of clocks ant! wahlit'' n 
also yyorthy of notice — timepieces that nnj l» 
pended upon for all time, for yyall, slidf, ptirLf. 
and yyrist, yyhilc the firm’s skill in repairs, cm^rv 
ing, and eyerythmg pertaining to the track ^ 
matter of more than local fame 

The business yyas cstablishtd in iSfi ^ 
gentleman y\hose name it bears, and yvlio 
1890 Jn 1922 the firm veas formed into a p " ‘ 
limited liability company The managing <uj’' ^ 

IS Mr G H Mebb, who has been connoted '^ 
the concern for man} jears T ^ i 

are liis son, Mr G M Webb, and Mr H 

Agents, Mercantile Buildings, S-12, Lai Bazar, 

Sawyer Canvas Belting , 

Galtonia Leather Belting and P 
American Saw Mill Maclunpry 
Atkins Saws 

BufTalo Forges and Rice Ihdhr* 

Malloiv Ixigging Erjuipm'iit 
I ancasliire Hill Co ar d * '"'J , 

Rhino Brand Picking Straf,. a-U ^ 

The firm’s telegraphic .iddress i'^ 

Calcutta 
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JARDINE, SKINNER and CO 

CEnT\l^ episodes in the slon of some of the old 
firms m Calcutta can be better remembered by 
their s}nchronisingf with gfreat historical events 
that have had \ast inlluencc on the world’s history 
Thus, when Messrs Jardinc, SUinncr and Co 
removed m i86g from the small ofTice m Strand 
Road where ihe^ had been established since the 
foundation of their business in 1S42, the year of 
that transition marked the opening of the Suez 
Canal Until theii Alessrs jardinc, Skinner and 
Co , like their contemporaries, had received theif 
cargoes from home and despatched their shipments 
of Indian produce b^ (he picturesque sailing 
vessels via the Cape of Good Hope The greater 
facility afforded to the merchants of the Orient bv 
the advent of the steamer, which was at that 
period alread) beginning to contest the supremacy 
of sail, was enormouslj enhanced bv the Suez 
w'aterw'ay Accordingly, the new' era wdiich it 
introduced marked also the beginning of a corre- 
sponding expansion in the activities of Messrs 
Jardine, Skinner and Co , whose business is now 
one of the largest in India The limited company 


Merchants and Agents, 4, Clive Row 

had not come into existence until thirteen years 
after the}^ opened their little Strand Road office , 
and while the Companies’ Act of 1855 and the 
improved one of 1907 created great commercial 
advantages and facilities, nevertheless the old 
st)de of firm, like the one under review, is more 
in accord wuth traditions and customs of the past 
when the spirit of high adventure in Eastern trade 
w'as accompanied also by the glamour of possible 
attainment not so characteristic of these days of 
strenuous competition and huge limited liability 
undertakings, lacking the personal equation 
attraction of the private partnership 

Amongst the foremost interests controlled by 
Messrs Jardine, Skinner and Co are jute mills, 
tea estates, timber forests, and coal mines '^hey 
are large importers of Manchester piece-goods, 
exporters of gunnies and tea, and are agents for 
various insurance and shipping companies Their 
telegraphic address is “ Jardines,” Calcutta, and 
their London agents are Messrs Matheson and 
Co , Ltd , 3, Lombard Street, E C 


FUNDUS COMPANY, LTD , Bosch Service, 58, Free School Street 


The Fuivdus Coiipa.x*v, Ltd , formed in 1925, are 
sole agents in India for the famous Bosch firm of 
Stuttgart, Germany, whose magnetos, plugs, and 
other products are in great and popular use all 
over the world wherever motors can go 
The premises of the Fundus Company, Ltd , at 
58, Free School Street, are excellently equipped 
for providing skilful and comprehensive service, 
not only m connection wnth Bosch goods, but also 
for all other magnetos, etc , the business being the 


only specialised undertaking of the kind in India 
The manager is Mr P Schmidt, who has spent 
very many years m the great Bosch works, and is 
an authoritative expert in all matters relating to 
the company’s service and supplies The deputy 
manager is Mr F Rohebein, who likewise is long 
experienced in the same connection 

The telegraphic address is “ Bosservice, ” Cal- 
cutta, and the codes used are Bentley’s, Mosse, 
and priv ate 


FRANK ROSS and CO , LTD , Dispensing Chemists, Wholesale and Retail Druggists, 

25-7, 'Chownnghee 


Happijtess may be summed up tritely as the 
knowdedge of v\here things are, and the judicious 
taking advantage of that knowledge For every 
evil there is a good , for ev'ery disease there is 
a cure, and the restricted realisation of these 
facts IS the result of inadequate knowdedge 
or mental or physical inertia The stock in a 
modem pharmacy, especially in one like that of 
Messrs Frank Ross and Co , Ltd , catering to 
cosmopolitan requirements, represents the 
materialised knowdedge and experience of the 
ages m the treatment of physical ills Everyone is, 
more or less, acquainted wnth the patent medicines 
W'hich have attained so enormous a range that in 
their multiplicity it is difficult to select the specifics 
best calculated to effect the desired results The 
stock m the handsomely appointed establishment 
of Messrs Frank Ross and Co , Ltd , is exception- 
ally comprehensive, and it ma}' be said to be com- 
posed of the remedies of all nations, in which, 
how'ever, the pharmaceutical productions of 
■America predominate 

The perfumer} of all countries is specialised in 
b} Messrs Frank Ross and Co , Ltd , with care- 


ful study and experience along the channels of uni- 
versal favour and disfavour in everything pertain- 
ing to differentiation of sw'eet scents, so that their 
assortments in that connection are exceptionally 
varied — delightful odours wrested from the souls 
of flowers that bloomed in sunny gardens beyond 
the seas, and were imprisoned by famous manu- 
facturers in dainty bottles that would be worthy 
acquisitions even without their fragrant contents 

Not the least commendable feature is the care 
exercised in the dispensing departments, which are 
in charge of qualified experts 

The business was established in 1902 by the 
gentleman wdiose name it bears, Mr Frank Ross, 
m partnership with Sir Robert Laidlaw, and de- 
veloped so W’ell that the firm wms formed in 1919 
into a limited liability company with Mr Ross as 
Managing Director 

The wholesale department is in Corporation 
Place, and there are also branches at 81, Park 
Street and Commercial Row , Darjeeling The 
latter branch has an aerated water factory, 
equipped with an up-to-date plant of electrical 
machinery 
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H E. METZKES and CO , Manufacturers’ Agents for All Kinds of Scientific Instruments 

7, Esplanade East 


In the premises of Messrs H E Metzkes and Co 
IS held a stock of scientific instruments that em- 
braces all laborator}' and hospital requirements 
and demonstrates the wonders of modern optics 
very impressively indeed The microscope, for in- 
stance, has for many decades occupied the position 
of an indispensable element in the medical practi- 
tioner’s equipment Progress in medical science is 
making more and more exacting- demands upon the 
precision with which research is conducted and 
upon the quality and accuracy of the means em- 
ployed It IS, therefore, not difficult to understand 
that since the introduction by the great firm of 
Ernst Leitz, Wetzlar, m 1913, of binocular micro- 
scopes adapted for higher magnifications, these 
have met with ever increasing appreciation The 
use of both eves in microscopic obsenntions, the 
stereoscopic effects resulting therefrom, and the 
ability to see in solid relief which goes with it, ren- 
der much easier the recognition of the finest 


details, and afford an enhanced means of \Ma' v- 
mg the inner structure of an otherwise flat 
In addition, seeing with both e\es has 
lygienic adaantages, since it obaiatcc faJ/cut n 
the eyes, which is injurious to the sijrht nnd co- 
ducive to unreliable results 
These advantages are sufficient!} striking toa' 
count for the popularit} of the Leitz microstop, 
for aahich, and for all other goods made bi thi’ 
celebrated firm, Messrs H C Metzkes ami Co 
are sole distributors in India, Burma, and Ctilna 
Messrs H E Metzkes and Co are anionfif^t fft 
most recent firms in Calcutta, haaing onh hta 
established there since the end of iqzfi, hut tko 
have already made excellent progress in the mv 
keting of their liighh specialised goods lli'ir 
telegrapliic address is “ Mikroleit/,” Calcutta md 
the codes used b} them are the ABC fith wlitn'i 
and Mosse 


H P MAITjRA and CO,, LTD , Railway Contractors, Cigarette Distributers, Commission Ajfcnls, 
Coal, Lime, and Timber Merchants, and Planters. 3-6. Hare Street 


TritRE is no combination of activities quite like that 
of Messrs H P Maitra and Co , Ltd , m Cal- 
cutta They are, for instance, managing agents 
of Maihar Stone and Lime Co , Ltd , whose kilns, 
built in igi 3 , are situated at Maihar, on the East 
Indian Railwa}, about g6 miles from Jubbulpore 
and 137 miles from Calcutta The Maihar lime is 
amongst the best stone limes of India, and is ex- 
tensively used by the Go\ernment Public Works 
Department, district boards, railways, municipali- 
ties, and other public bodies, as well as bv the 
leading architects, builders, and contractors of 
Bengal and the United Provinces It is also used 
large!} on tea gardens and indigo and sugar 
estates for manuring purposes, and it constitutes 
one of the principal ingredients in the manufac- 
ture of the different manures and fertilisers 

Messrs H P Maitra and Co , Ltd , arc secre- 
taries of the limber Traders, Ltd , which -was 
formed in 1919 with a capital of fi%e lakhs of 
rupees, and sells more soft woods than an\ other 


concern m India, if not in the Last Iitiiho’ 
Traders, Ltd , has a saw'-mill at Balliagiiattn 

Messrs H P Maitra and Co , Ltd , arc il » 
coal merchants Tlieir coal is obt.aintd from i.i)' 
lienes m the Jhernah fields, and is sold m whole 
sale quantities to the Government and to im!!'’ 

The firm ha}e a }er} }alunblc issd in th 
monopoh which the} enjo} for the sale of nu'f 
ettes in the independent kingdom of Xipal Ih ' 
suppl} a certain brand Pom the m.nmif.ictvirK' 
India, and the latter, according to .tgrttnunt w'' 
Messrs H P Maitra and Co , Ltd , arc predu* '* 
from making an} of the same kind for .me otbr 
firm . 

The firm was founded in 1 gob In ''fr 
Maitra and con\ertcd into a liinitcfi Imlnht' ' 
pan} m 1923 fhe managing clirci tor is r 
Eorbes-Smith, who has Iiecn connectid wit' 
business since 1914 The firm’s tclcgraphu ' '' 

IS “ Maitraph ” Calcutta, and the code us'd 1 
ABC 5tb edition 


SPENCE’S HOTEL, LTD , 4, WcIIeslcj Place 


CAwn-i hotel has, or should ha\c, a distinctuc m- 
dnidualit} which is }er} much contributed to by 
Its position Wcllcsle} Place, where Spence’s 
Hotel IS situated, although in the heart of the 
foreign business section of C.alcutta, is quiet and 
select, and is plcasanth reminiscent of the da}s of 
long ago when there were no hooting motor cars 
and life was much more IcisurcK than in these 
strenuous times \t one end of A\ cllesle\ Place, 
about half a furlong distant from Spence’s Hotel, 
is the }ast Dalhousie Square around which arc 
great mercantile offices and banks, and the traffic 
that pupates there from morning till night makes 
the neighbourhood of Spence’s Hotel pe.aceful and 


quiet in comparison T/ie other rhaf hoi' , 

ciU are on bus} highwa\s, where tr.am .'O' ' 

} chicles of all kinds speed on their ' 
Spcnec’s Hotel was foundid in i> 7 J 
Hastings Street, and a few }ear'- lati r I 1 P ^ 
building was opencti In igit> lb' P ' ^ 

prietarx enmpane was formed h , 

Bou}er, who holds the hull of th' ' ' ’ ' ’ 
managing director The hott I h o i ''0 , 

for onU R5 persons hut that \ 1 

appeal to mane p' ople wh'i di-'l'l ' > ^ ^ 1 

establishment has hi'n rnlirg'd m 1 , 

from time to time, and its ffirmatioa ^ ^ 
qu.aint nooks ant! I'lapt tttoas th 1 ' : 
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character quite its own 'Ml the rooms are \er} 
niceh furnished, and almost all of them ha^ e their 
own bathrooms with hot and cold running" water 
and modern sanitation The cuisine of Spence’s is 
Aen' good, and the scnicc first-rate in c\cry way 
There is a spacious dining-room for residents of 
the hotel and another large one for the public, be- 
sides a series of small charming prnate dining- 
rooms that are cxccedingb popular Access to the 
latter is obtained direct from Welleslej Place, 
wdiich increases their convenience and prn acv im- 


mensely Spence’s Hotel is four storeys high, and 
an electric lift connects all its floors 

Mr Bow'jer is also proprietor of the Bristol 
Hotel, wdiich he took over in 1900 That estab- 
lishment IS situated in a very central position in 
Chow'nnghee Road, overlooking the beautiful 
Maidan, and is chief!} a restaurant, w'hich is very 
popular Access to it is by a broad staircase lead- 
ing straight from the thoroughfare to the first floor 
of the building 


R B RODDA and CO , Gun and Rifle Manufacturers, 2, Wellesley Place. 


Ii» Mew of the great shooting facilities pro\ ided bj 
India it IS not surprising to find in Calcutta an 
establishment like that of ^Iessrs R B Rodda and 
Co , the w'ell-known gun and rifle manufacturers, 
whose productions ha\e been the means of great 
achieiements not onh throughout India, but in all 
parts of the w'orld Messrs R B Rodda and 
Co ’s premises at n, Wellesle} Place are exceed- 
ing!} interesting and instructive in regard to the 
remarkable development of modern firearms The 
four old cannon with which the exterior is made 
picturesque and unique are mute reminders of the 
crude w capons of the past, and in great contrast 
to those of wonderful precision and power dis- 
pla}ed in such profusion in the interior of the 
establishment The firearms in that splendid 
assortment range from tinv retolvers, beautifully 
and richl} made, up to huge elephant guns Par- 
ticularly noteworthy are the “Impro\ed Paragon” 
and ” Roddalite ” electric sight for night shoot- 


ing, of wdnch Messrs R B Rodda and Co are the 
sole manufacturers, and which are spoken of very 
enthusiastically by those who have used tliem 
under the severest tests 

Messrs R B Rodda and Co also supply all 
kinds of sporting goods and ammunition Behind 
the front section of their premises are their work- 
shops, w'here a staff of about 40 experts are en- 
gaged in repairs and all other wmrk pertaining to 
the trade 

Messrs R B Rodda and Co ’s factor}-^ is at 24, 
Whittall Street, Birmingham Their branch at 
Calcutta has been established since 1S30, and was 
located in Dalhousie Square until 1900, w'hen the 
firm remo\ed into their present much better 
premises in Wellesley Place The senior partner 
IS Mr F B Pike, and the other partners are Mr 
A W Hodges and E B Leeson The firm’s 
telegraphic address is ” Roddaco,’ Calcutta 


GEO. BEAVER and CO , Importers of India-rubber for Engineermg and Mechamcal Purposes, 

87a, Cine Street 


The stor}' of the deA elopment of rubber is one of 
the romances of modem commerce and industry , 
and the uses to which that indispensable material 
IS now' put have a range altogether beyond that 
W'hich w'as thought possible a few decades ago 
Its \ast utility for engineering and mechanical 
purposes is now'here in Calcutta better demon- 
strated than by the business of Messrs Geo 
Beaver and Co , which is specialised entirely for 
the suppl} of sheets, w ashers, "v ab es, cord, tub- 
'ug, ball-vahes, buffers, rods, door mats, deliver} 
^d suction linen hose, vulcanite, ebonite, and 
packing goods of ever}' description 
Established m 1S99, Messrs Geo Bea\er and 
Co are the largest importers of rubber goods m 
Calcutta, and thet supply "v arious Go\ emment de- 
partments in India and Burma, the principal rail- 
''a\ systems, shell and arms factories, jute and 
other mills, collieries, Municipalities, and District 
Boards, etc Behind their offices in Cln e Street 
are their godowais, where a stock is held which de- 
nionstrates a en' impressn el} the enormous ' ariet} 
of uses to w hich rubber is put 

amongst the great assortment mention ma^ be 
oiade of \ailcanised india-rubber and can\ as hose, 
air and water ^ahes, also “ Karmal ” high-pres- 


sure packing for steam-pow'er sen'ice from So to 
120 lbs , which, being a self-lubncating substance, 
does not require oil, tallow', nor any other kind of 
grease 

Messrs Geo Bearer and Co also supply the 
best English leather belting, oak tanned and well 
shrunk, wo^en hair, cotton, laminated and other 
beltings suitable for jute mills, brattice cloth and 
cast-steel hooks and iron 

The firm are agents for Bishop’s adamite gauge 
glasses, which resist the highest steam pressure, 
the greatest heat, and all the ^arlatlons of tem- 
perature Thei are also agents for Small and 
Parker, Ltd , Henham Vale Works, Jilanchester, 
manufacturers of the famous “ Grooied Roko ” 
belting and “ Karmal ” packing Tests as to their 
superionfs o\ er all others ha\ e been gi\ en bv the 
Admiralt} authorities at the Ro}al Dock}ard, 
Portsmouth, Messrs Vickers, Sons, and Maxim, 
Ltd , and by seieral commanders and engineers of 
the leading shipping companies of the world 

The founder of the concern, Mr Geo Bearer, 
retired in 1910, and Mr D A Dalling, the present 
proprietor, has been connected with it since that 
\ear 
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MORRISON and COTTLE, LTD , Manufacturers of Saddlery, Boots and Shoes, TaxiderraisL ttc 

8, Esplanade East ' 


The psychological effects of the manner m which 
footwear is made are ver)' much greater than is 
registered by the consciousness i\hich concerns 
Itself only with the immediate physical discomfort, 
if any, but senses not, or but faintly, the remark- 
able results, direct or indirect, which taper off into 
countless sub-conscious channels from continual 
pressure, where pressure should not be, and also 
from the absence of that sensation of welfare in 
the pedal extremities always associated with good 
footwear made and balanced in conformity with 
Nature’s laws and requirements in all that relates 
to the human foot 1 hat fact is behind all the 
operations in the manufacture of the celebrated 
Manfield boots, made at Northampton, and for 
which Messrs Morrison and Cottle, Ltd , are 
agents, and is also a governing factor in their own 
activities as boot and shoe manufacturers In 
contradistinction, however, to the machiner}' 
adopted in the manufacture of footwear in 
Europe, America, and other parts of the w'orld, 
Messrs Morrison and Cottle, Ltd , operate almost 
entirely by the old traditions of hand labour that 
have been handed dowm from generation to genera- 
tion w'lth meticulous regard for tne superlative in 
every detail of wmrkmanship and material How 
different is the hand-made boot and shoe, m the 
estimation of the discerning, from the product of 
mass production bj machiner)’ ' Most people, in- 
deed, nearlv all people who w^ear boots and shoes, 
w'ould much prefer to have their footw'ear made to 
measure in the Morrison and Cottle way than hav- 
ing to accept the best they can obtain in machine 
made goods in standard sizes for the million The 
huge assortment of lasts kept bv the firm is elo- 
quently indicative of the trade which they 
transact 

But boots and shoes of every description for 
civil, militarvq field, and stable use form onl} one 
phase of their business, for the\ arc saddler} and 


harness makers and manufacturers of 
trunks, and leather goods of all kinds, whik uv 
taxidermists the}'' hav e established a nputvt 
that extends afar 

The business, w'hich gi\ es emplovment to look 
dians and a staff of 6 European expert ovirnt 
w'as established in 1884 b\ Mr \\ illiam Mavon.a".' 
w'as carried on by him for ten \ears, until llinx^' 
financial difficulties it w'as taken over bv tht m 
defunct Bank of Delhi, from whom it was . 
quired by Messrs E J Morrison and J Co'tk 
English expert saddlers and harness maker', nri 
had been emplo} ed b} one of the local firni' na 
no longer in existence In two \ears and dun 
months Messrs Morrison and Cottle s.ati'fiil 
their bank in full Since then the liusmc" ! 1 
prospered well, and to that laudable nchitiiniui' 
the fact that the partners personalh suptni'cal! 
the w'orking details has contributed on 
materially Another interesting point is that 1 1 h 
member of the European staff (no h.alf-ca'ti' in 
employed) becomes after probation a slnrihnldir 
of the company 

Mr Cottle has been a member of the Ligishtin 
Council, and is an Honorar} Magistr.ite oH i 
cutta 

It ma} also be mentioned that Mrs Cottle 
of the most liiglil} esteemed ladies in India, 'duo 
for many years she has taken a prominent part n 
connection w’lth various activities for the pa'o 
vv'elfare, especially ambulance work On 
break of the Great War she returned to I np 1 j 
in order to offer her services in that inniiot'" > 
but was sent back to India, where she coin < 
seven lakhs of rupees for tlic same good 1 ni 
Mrs Cottle was honoured with the 
Medal, the Kaiscr-i-Hind Medal, the O H ^ 
the C B E , and is now Lady of Gr.iccof tlu 0 ' 
of St John of Jerusalem 


LEON SAUBOLLE and CO , 7, Welleslej Street 


Ix no branch of skilled activit} is fine production 
more dependent on careiul attention to innumer- 
able details than in printing and its allied crafts 
In that connection it is pleasurable to turn from 
consideration of the prosaic articles of ordinary 
merchandise to the beautiful results accruing from 
the service and supplies of Messrs Leon Saubolle 
and Co , who oceup} a leading position in Cal- 
cutta in connection with the importation of 
materials of all kinds neeessar} for the printing 
trade, not merelv in its ordinar} ne-ecssities but in 
those high phases that lift its possibilities to the 
pinnacles of artistic leliievcment Through the 
medium of this firm local printers are provided 
with the best facilities for the production of good 
workmanship in the speediest ind most s-uisfar- 
torv manner 

.Me ssrs Leon Saubolle and Co have been estab- 


lished since 1910 fhc} opened 1 

premises in W elleslev Place in ■ 

since added to their scrv ices all Kinds o o P ^ 
motor vehicles, ns well .is to printing 
In that connection the} spei i.di'C in on v ^ 

vvorkni inship, not cheap, sliodd} job 1 
the well-known firms for whom Mc'sr' 


bolle and Co arc agents are 
Jlexwe, T td 
Tolm Ilnddoii ,t. Co 
Timvon, Itullock A Bvrln r, I to 
^loms .\slil>v. Ltd 
,T S Darven A Co 


In'h O' 


and the new floor m tteri 11, 

Docker Bros 

The founder and proprit tor of 
Mr Leon S luliollt I he tibgrtp • 
‘ Mineraa,” .and th< rorles us* ti lO 
eehtion andBenth}’s 
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TRAILL and CO , LTD., Booksellers, Manufacturing and Importing Stationers, Printers, 

Bookbinders, 20, British Indian Street 


Like some of the oilier firms m Caleulta, Messrs 
Traill and Co , Ltd , aie housed in one of the old 
mansions i\here merchant princes of former da}s 
upheld the prestii^e of the British sahib ^Mth more 
emphasis and distinction than in these greatly 
changed times The firm entered into possession 
of It in 1S69, the ^ear of the opening of the Suez 
Canal, A\hich ^^as of such ^ast consequence to the 
merchants of India and the entire East That was 
an auspicious \ear certamh for a business like the 
one in question, for the new era which the great 
desert waterway inaugurated led to increasing de- 
mand for printing of e\er\ description, and in that 
connection Messrs Traill and Co specialised, as 
the\ still do, with abiliti that led to the continual 
expansion of their business To-dac that busi- 
ness, which gnes emplocment to about jjoo per- 
sons, IS one of the most notewortln of its kind in 
India Besides executing printing of e\ery de- 
scription, including lithograph}, Messrs Traill 
and Co , Ltd , are large sationery manufacturers, 
bookbinders, map mounters, picture framers, 
rubber-stamp makers, etc 
They are printers and publishers of their famous 
dianes, of which the} sell many thousands per 
annum Traill’s dianes in India compare wnth 
Lett’s diaries m Great Britain When they w'ere 
first published in 18S4 there were no diaries spe- 
cially compiled for India The great need in that 
connection w'as therefore w'ell met w'hen Messrs 
Traill and Co issued a small diary witli one w'eek 
to an opening, wuth English dates and correspond- 
ing dates m the Bengalee, Fuslee, Sumvat, and 
Iilahomedan }ears, and compiled information 
suitable for India, thus becoming the pioneer dian^ 
publishers m India Since that time the popu- 
lant} of their diaries has steadily increased , and to 
keep pace w ith the demand Messrs Traill and Co , 
Ltd , ha% e now^ a list of 50 various kinds of diaries, 
diar}' blotting pads, and calendar blocks 

Traill’s diaries, containing an extraordinary' 
amount of valuable and interesting information of 
India not found in other diaries, are published on 
November ist, and to ensure this, it is necessary 
to commence printing in January of the preceding 


y'car, so that it takes ten months to prepare a 
single edition The wdiole edition runs into many 
thousands of copies and requires nearly' three tons 
of paper and boards Placed end to end the copies 
would extend one mile and a half Placed one on 
top of the other they w'ould reach a height of 365 
feet (more than twice the height of the Ochterlony 
Monument at Calcutta) , and wdien it is considered 
that some thousands of these diaries are small 
pocket sizes of about in long by' zj in broad 
bv J in thick, the magnitude of a single edition 
w ill be better understood 

Messrs Traill and Co ’s operations as manufac- 
turing and importing stationers are on a large 
scale They have no fewer than 50 of their ow'n 
water-marks, and as the minimum amount of 
paper made to each water-mark is 5 tons at one 
time. It can be understood how' much is required 
b\ their business During inspection of the prem- 
ises the w riter saw' a sample of paper 30 years old, 
bearing one of the firm’s w'ater-marks, and that 
paper was almost as good in colour as the most 
recent imported 

The founder of the business, Mr D M Traill, 
w ho had been connected w'lth missionary' work, re- 
tired m 1896 In 1908 the firm w'as formed into a 
limited liability company The Secretary and 
Manager, Mr W E Bishop, has been manager 
of the concern since 1898, and to his able control 
IS due the very' successful de\elopment it has at- 
tained It W'as Mr Bishop who introduced into 
India the “ T C ” flat and \ ertical system of office 
files, and also the “ Trailco ” Loose Leaf Sys- 
tem No one is a more enthusiastic expert in con- 
nection W'lth all forms of office equipment and 
organisation than he He has evolved for his ow'n 
A\ork an extraordinarily clever and efficient system 
of management that reduces the number of his 
clerical assistants by quite tw'o-thirds So unique 
and effective is that sy'stem that he can turn up 
instantly the names and dates of business callers 
on him during the last quarter of a century , or 
more The firm’s telegraphic address is the ap- 
propriate one of “ Stationers,” Calcutta, and their 
code is the Western Union 


E R GRUEBER, LTD , General Merchants, 4, Lyons Range 


Caicdtta before the Great M’ar w as very' different 
rom w'hat it has since become, and while there 
las been vast imprmements and de^ elopments m 
uildings and general conditions, not a few' persons 
^'ould like to be back again in the old daAS when 
'le w as not so strenuous as it is now There w ere 
not so many firms in Calcutta then, and amongst 
ibem w as that of E R Grueber, w hose business 
lias founded in 1897, and was carried on ^ery' suc- 
oessfulU until the outbreak of the war In 1927 
ir Grueber resumed his local trading actn ities by 
orming a company under the style of E R Grue- 


ber, Ltd , which IS demoted to merchandise of 
ever\ description The principal imports are 
piece-goods and hardware, paper and sundries. 
Jute, gunnies, rice, and other Indian products are 
exported b^ Messrs E R Grueber, Ltd , a large 
proportion going to Ta^a and Japan, where the 
firm ha\e numerous connections 

Mr H Grueber looks after the interests of the 
business at Hamburg, and the manager at Cal- 
cutta is Mr E Heise Tlie telegraphic address is 
“ Gruberexim,” Calcutta, and the codes used are 
the ABC 6th edition and Bentley s 
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THE CONTINENTAL HOTEL 

Thfre are many hotels throughout the world bear- 
ing the designation of the one indicated above, but 
probably few, if anj, are more admirably situated 
than the well-known Continental Hotel in Cal- 
cutta Opposite to the cenotaph, it overlooks the 
Maidan, the city’s magnificent park of 3,000 acres, 
and from the front windows of the establishment 
excellent views are obtained of the Curzon Gar- 
dens, a portion of the Esplanade, Government 
House, Fort William, the charming Eden Gardens, 
together with a long stretch of the Hooghly River 
with Its panorama of shipping The excellent 
location of the Continental Hotel is also further 
enhanced by its being adjacent to the principal 
theatres and shops, and, in fact, right in the heart 
of Calcutta’s fashionable centre for business and 
entertainment 

The Continental Hotel was established in 1874, 
but It was not until it was taken over in igi6 by its 
present proprietor, Mr Mackertich John, that it 


AND CAFE ROYAL, Chowrmghee 

may be said to have assumed its modern character 
That gentleman was for eight years Secretan of 
the Grand Hotel, owned and operated by his unde, 
the late Mr Stephen, and under Mr John’s 
regime the Continental Hotel has undergone great 
improvement In the impressive lounge hall, or 
palm court, is a large and exceptionally beauWul 
marble fountain The ground floor sections in 
clude^ also the Cafd Royal, which is one of Cal 
cutta’s popular places for refreshments of all 
kinds, and where an excellent orchestra plays eierj 
night The chief dining-room is on the upper 
floor, and is a noble apartment, richly appointed 
and capable of seating 150 guests There are in 
addition public and private bars where choice 
brands of liquors are obtainable, and a billiard 
room with tvv^o Burroughs Watts’ tables 

The Continental Hotel has 100 bedrooms, most 
of them facing the Maidan, and all have hot and 
cold running water and modern sanitary fittings 


LYON and LYON, LTD , Manufacturers of Firearms, 16-5, Chowrmghee Road 


The trade of the gunsmith in Calcutta during re- 
cent years has been considerably handicapped by 
the strict regulations imposed by Government in 
connection with the possession of firearms Never- 
theless, the establishment of Messrs Lyon and 
Lyon, Ltd , is as popular and attractive as ever be- 
cause of its large and exceedingly comprehensive 
stock of firearms of every' description, ranging 
from the smallest automatic pocket pistol up to the 
most powerful and precise weapons yet invented 
for big game shooting Figures speak with greater 
emphasis than the most grandiloquent words 
Thus, in 1923, 1924, and 1925, the Government 
statistics for the importation of firearms placed 
Messrs Ly'on and Lyon, Ltd , at the head of the 
European firms in Calcutta m that connection 
An eloquent indication of the high quality' of 
their productions is afforded by' the fact that they 
were awarded at the United Provinces Exhibition, 

Allahabad, in 1910, the following 

Grand Pnx for general excellence and variety of 
exhibits 

Gold Medal for best double hammeiless high \elocity 
coidite rifle 

Gold Medal for best double hammerless ejector gun 
Gold Medal for best magazine high velocity rifle 
Messrs Lyon and Lyon, Ltd , hav'e been estab- 
lished since 1896, and have kept in line with every 
new invention and improvement in guns and kind- 
dred supplies They are patentees of the well- 
known patent “ Lethal ” expanding bullet, of 
which considerably more than one million have 
been sold m India since its introduction, besides 
very extensive sales throughout the world Judg- 
ing from reliable information received from experi- 
enced hunters, two-thirds of the tigers and leo- 
oards bae-fi-ed annually are accounted for with 
Lyon’s expanding “ Lethal ” bullets The 
“ Lethal ” is universally' admitted to be unique, 
in that It possesses exclusive qualities which dis- 


tinguish it from all others and in that it leaves a 
choke barrel a perfect sphere of solid lead and 
steel , the latter arranged so as to promote expan 
sion from the impact of effective penetration onli , 
thus obviating superficial wounds With smooth 
bore weapons, speed, accuracy, and effective penc 
tration are in proportion to the rotundity of the 
ball The “ Lethal ” is the only bullet for usem 
choke or cy'hnder bore barrels indiscriminately that 
does not lose its form, or normal weight, though 
possessing those quMities for maintaining ac 
curacy', penetration, expansion, and safety 
Messrs Ly'on and Lyon, Ltd , supply also a 
kinds of other xveapons, such as military’, presen 
tation, and Durbar sxvords, hog spears, cn 
pegging lances, knives, and sportsmen’s requisi cs 
of eveig' description _ e 

In the firm’s workshop are employed a s a 
workmen equal to the most difficult , 

which they can be entrusted Accordingly e 
most confidence may be reposed in the mann 
which repairs are performed there . 

In 1922 the firm was formed into a * 1 ^* 
bility company, the Governing Directors ei g 
James Ly'on, who founded the business, a 
G P Shelton, xvho joined him m partnership 
afterwards , the other Director is 1 
Broughton , , j(r 

Amongst the staff of European assis a 

D J Todd, recognised by tli^e Gove*^^^ 

gal as its firearm expert, and his 
and experience are requisitioned 1 
with court cases in which firearrns n« prnate 
Messrs Lyon and Lvon, Ltd ’ ’‘V ttc 
rifle range at Ballygunge, and . ^ 

placed at the disposal of their cus pjflrcss i’ 
mg n capons The firm’s 4^.5 used 3 ^*= 

“ Lyonanlvon,” Calcutta, and the code 
ABC 5th edition and Bentley s 
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ARLINGTON and CO , Jewellers, Silversmiths, and Electro-platers, 16, Government Place 


Life has no joy like the joy which comes from that 
which IS fresh and new Tlie old, the worn, is re- 
pugnant, and everywhere man emulates the acti- 
vities of Nature in the transformation of all things 
into new forms and aspects Electro-plating, for 
instance ' What could be more exemplary m that 
connection than the magic processes which convert 
into shining beauty' all manner of greatly worn 
things, with the shabby metal showing in ugly 
patches through the remnants of their original sil- 
\er}' surface Messrs Arlington and Co have 
the distinction of beme: the first firm to introduce 
that work in India , and the extraordinary variety 
of articles w'hich they have electro-plated since 
thev commenced business in 1S54 w'ould, if 
assembled together, be as unique a collection, 
doubtless, as could be imagined Spoons, forks, 
and the utensils of the Victorian homes w^ould be 
matched wuth the beautiful harness decorations of 
the equipages of Vlcero^ s, Go\ ernors, and the 
Indian royalties As the years passed the trend of 
modern transportation methods received its first 
indication by the handle bars of cycles, and there- 
after came the motor industry^ with its innumerable 


electro-plated accessories To-day the range over 
■which the firm’s electro-plating activities extend is 
most comprehensive , nevertheless, they specialise 
more particularly m such articles as a’'e usually 
associated wnth the w^ork of the silversmith , and 
their w'ell-knowm improved method is guaranteed 
to stand the rough Indian w'ear for many 3'ears 
The firm have also attained distinction as 
manufacturing jew'ellers, silversmiths, watch and 
clock makers, and engravers, and are appreciated 
for their skill in the production of all kinds of 
sporting cups and trophies 

The business was. transferred m 1900 from Dal- 
housie Square, where it had originally been estab- 
lished, to its present excellent premises in Govern- 
ment Place, opposite to Go\ernment House It 
derives its name from the association of Lord 
Arlington wuth its formation , but soon afterwards 
It came into the possession of the Woodthorpe 
family , and for very many years it has been under 
the direction of Mr W Woodthorpe, who is 
assisted by' bis son, Dudley, and a highly skilled 
staff under the supervision of European experts 


ALEX BRAULT, General Merchant, Commission Agent, Banker, etc , 7-1, Wellesley Place 


EiiERBON has said that if a man can w'rite a better 
book, or preach a better sermon, or make a better 
mouse trap than his neighbour, though he build 
his house in the woods, the w'orld wull make a 
beaten path to his door The idea conveyed is the 
success of the superlative in whatever the effort 
may' be, and it is demonstrated in innumerable 
ways by the extraordinary stock in the establish- 
ment of Mr Alex Brault The remarkable 
variety of things obtainable from him is w'lthout 
duplicate in Calcutta, nor could there be, for Mr 
Brault IS sole agent for many' specialities, including 
Tito Landi Lamps 

" ^'roudiere ” Patent Combination Safes 
iiotogodiUes 


“ Flamme Blue ” Stoves 
Ice Machine operated i\ith fire and water 
Fleury, Legiand Fire Extinguishers 
Meta Solid Fuel 

Individuality is certainly a distinctive feature of 
Mr Brault’s business as w'ell as of himself Thus, 
for instance, he started in business in 1881 as a 
tailor, and continued as such till 1914, when he re- 
linquished that trade and turned his attention to 
providing the public with articles of ingenuity and 
utility that solved many economic problems in new 
and unexpected ways of greater efficiency and 
satisfaction than could otherwise be possible Be- 
sides, he is also a banker and an expert in premium 
bonds, in w'hich he has dealt with marked success 


J G BAGRAM and CO , Merchants, Insurance, Commission and Estate Agents, 14-2, Clive Street 


The sailing ships have departed forever, taking 
With them much of the glamour and romance of 
ihe sea When the Hooghly River used to be 
picturesque wuth their shapely' outlines and their 
loftv masts the business of Messrs J G Bagram 
■'nd Co , established in 1855, w'as w'ell-know'n 
amongst their captains, for the firm specialised in 
fhose davs m supply'ing ever\'thing from a needle 
to an anchor The business, how'ever, has long 
been changed to meet the altered conditions of 
modem demands, and w'hile operating still as 
general merchants, Messrs J G Bagram and 
t-c s leading department is in connection with the 
^ales of lanM and house property, m A\hich they 
m e built up an excellent connection They 


operate also as general commission agents, and 
are chief agents for the Great American Insurance 
Co of New York, and agents for the 
South British Insurance Co , Ltd 
Royal E-vchange Assurance Corporation 
Scottish Union and Rational Insuiance Co 
Great Eastern Life Insurance Co , Ltd 
Commercial Fire and Marine Insurance and 
Eastei-n Estate Agenci 

Since the formation of the business in 181^5 many 
changes hai e occurred in the personnel of the firm 
The present sole proprietor is Capt T M Iilanuk, 
who became a partner in it in 1923 The telegra- 
phic address is “ World,” Calcutta, and the codes 
used are the ABC 5th edition, Bcntle\ ’s, and 
prn ate 
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DINSHAW and SORABJEE, Railway Catering Contractors, Wine and Provision Merchank 

8, Dharamtala Street i^rtnanis, 


The handsomely appointed premises of Messrs 
Dimshaw and Sorabjee at 8, Dharamtala Street 
are quite in keeping- -svith the firm’s importance in 
the supply of groceries and provisions, wines, and 
spirits, as well as catering m all its branches The 
premises are very much larger than is indicated by 
the front portion, and occupy an area of 12,000 
square feet Messrs Dinshaw and Sorabjee are 
known and appreciated throughout Northern 
India, as well as in Calcutta, but it is principally 
as caterers that they have attained greater distinc- 
tion, for as such they are contractors to the East- 
ern Bengal, Darjeehng-Himalayan, and Bengal- 
Dooars Railways, along which they have no fewer 
than 27 branches 

At Parbatipur they have a large factor}' equipped 
with up-to-date machinery for the production of 
the highest quality of aerated waters of all kinds 
The fact that Messrs Dinshaw and Sorabjee have 
held their railway contracts since their business 
was established in 1885 is eloquent of the satis- 
factory manner in which they carry through 
everything committed to their trust in that connec- 
tion They cater to all classes of people, includ- 
ing Royalty, Viceroys of India, Governors, etc 

The business was started in 1885 The pro- 
prietors, sons of the original founders now 
deceased, are as follows Messrs R S and K S 


Colah, sons of the late Mr Sorabjee, and Mr P 
D Bamjee, son of the late Mr Dinshaw The 
firm's telegraphic address is “ Dinsor,” Calcutta, 
and they are agents for the following 
D J McCallum’s Perfection Whisky 
Seager Evans X Ck) , London, Gin 
Bouchaid Aine X Fils, Beaune and Bnrgniidj 
Baiton X Guestier, Boi deans. Clarets 
Spratt’s Patent, Ltd London, Tncubators 
E X T Pink, Ltd , London, Provisions 
G X J Niokson X Co , Ltd , Liverpool, Hams and 
Bacons 

A J Galey X Sons, Ltd , Norwich, ConfectionErr 
Silva X Cosens, Ltd , London, Ports 
C J Van Houten X Zoon, Weesp, Cocoa 
A X A Crawford, Ltd , Leith, Whiskies 
Wm Teacher X Sons, Ltd , Glasgow, Whiskies. 

C Levine X Co , Glasgow, Whiskies 
Mentzendorff X Co , London , Bolhnger Champagne 
Francesco Cinzano X Co, Turin, Vermouth 
Scholl X Hillebrand, Rndesheim, Bhine Wines 
Woodhouse X Co , Malta, Marsala 
Labbe Francois, Von on, Liqnenrs 
Barnett X Elichagaray, Cognac, Brandies 
Ch Jobit X Co, Cognac, Brandies 
Engelhardt-Brauen, Aktiengesellschaft, Berlin 
Eiskocher Vertnebs GeseUschaft M B H , Beriin 
Wre-?ham Lager Beer Co , Ltd , Wrexham 
Amstel Brewery, Amsterdam 


LLEWELYN and CO , Funeral Furnishers and Directors, Sculptors, and Statuaries in General, 

9 and 9*1, Waterloo Street 


No custom IS more universal than that of raising 
monuments to the dead, and India is pre-eminent 
in the magnificent structures which are to be found 
throughout that ancient land, commemorating the 
great men of its wonderful history Throughout 
India, too, are to be found the artistic enduring 
monuments which have been erected by Messrs 
Llewelyn and Co , the oldest estabhshed sculptors, 
general statuaries, and undertakers m the penin- 
sula Their story goes back to 1800, when a cer- 
tain rajah in Northern India brought across the 
seas one Jenkin Llewelyn, a Welsh artist and 
sculptor, for the purpose of utilising his services 
in the production of a number of paintings and 
statuary work On the termination of tins en- 
gagement Mr Lle-n'elyn removed to Calcutta, 
and began to practise his art on his own account 
A special feature -was made of monumental 
masonry, but progress -was so disappointingly slow 
that tw'O years later he entered into partnership 
with an undertaker named Simpson, under the 
style of Simpson and Llewelyn, xvhich continued 
until 1S12, when, ownng to the death of Mr Simp- 
son, the business took on its present designation of 
Llew elyn and Co Various changes, of course, 
took place in the personnel of the firm during the 
succeeding decades, and in the latter part of the 


year 1914, the business ivas taken over by its pre 
sent owner, Mr James Reid, w'ho has been con 
nected with it since 1911 

The firm have always been noted for their ac 1^ 
vities as sculptors and general statuaries, an 
their showroom m Waterloo Street provides man) 
beautiful examples of their skill m that conn 
tion It IS, however, at their works at 47 > 

puker Road, Entally, that a more accurate m ica 

tion IS given of how completely and compre 
sivelv they operate The beautiful nrr 
marble, Aberdeen and Cornish granite, an 
materials is there seen in course of formation 
artistic statues and mural designs of 
scnption For that purpose there is an c\ 
plant of machinery' driven by' electricity . 

As funeral furnishers Messrs Llewe yn^^ 
Co ’s activities are also on the most ^„(]jns 

up-to-date lines Their manufacture o 
ranges from the plainest kind up to oak, e- , 
elm specimens exquisitely ,P(ro- 

finished in the richest of fittings T c 
duced the motor hearse into Calcutta, ‘’’'L , n 
horse hearses Their telegraphic a . jj c 
“ Llewelyno,” Calcutta, and they use tne 
5th edition code 
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JOHNSTON and HOFFMANN, Photographers, 22, Chowringhee Road. 


W^E^ the business of Messrs Johnston and Hoff- 
mann w'as started m iSSo the art of photoq:rapln 
was still in Its infancj in comparison with the re- 
markable de\elopment which has since been at- 
tained 111 the means and methods by which it is 
now carried on The restrictions of the photo- 
grapher of that period did not trouble Alessrs 
Johnston and Hoffmann, for their undertaking was 
suecessful from its commencement, and they began 
to yin a reputation for high-class workmanship 
w'hich has solidified and expanded w ith the passing 
of the years No firm of photographers in India 
has kept more in line wuth e^ er^ new' improvement 
and invention for the perfection of process and re- 
sult than Messrs Johnston and Hoflmann, who 
operate in all modem processes Their building, 
in w'hich they ha^e been since tbe formation of 
their business, is one of the old mansions of Cal- 
cutta, and many notabilities and persons of high 

SMITH and WAKEFIELD, Specialists m 

The magnificent display of china and glassware in 
the establishment of Messrs Smith and Wakefield 
bears eloquent testimon} to the great development 
W'hich has been attained m the manufacture of 
such things m Europe, whence the firm’s supplies 
are obtained Not many decades ago their range 
w'as ver) much more restricted than it has since 
become, and to-day the infinity of pattern and 
quality in dinner and tea services, such as is de- 
monstrated by Messrs Smith and Wakefield’s 
attractive assortments, reflects individuality of 
taste and idiosyncrasy to a degree probably never 
thought possible in former times Amongst their 
most notew'orth) examples of English china are 
those of Aynsley, J and G Meakin, Salt and 
Nixon, Booth, Maddox, etc Exquisite examples 
of_ Bohemian glassware, French cut-rock crystal, 
and other beautiful things, create many delightful 
surprises to people able to appreciate the excep- 


degree have passed through the spacious marble- 
floor entrance hall, and proceeded up the handsome 
broad staircase to tbe magnificent reception room 
adorned w'lth splendid oil paintings, enlargements, 
and photographic studies of every kind, all ex- 
amples of Messrs Johnston and Hoffmann’s skill 
in every branch of their trade The firm have 
great resources in backgrounds, and the many de- 
tails that contribute to efficiency In households 
throughout India their name is seen on portraits 
of exquisite style and fashion The firm have the 
honour of appointment to H E Lord Irwin, Vice- 
ro} and Governor-General of India, and were simi- 
larly honoured by previous Viceroys and H E the 
Earl of Lytton, Governor of Bengal 

The founders are both deceased , Mr Johnston 
died in 1891, and Mr Hoffmann in 1921 , and the 
business is now under the direction of Mr A D 
Long, w'ho has been connected with it since 1905 

China and Glassware, 30, Chowringhee 

tionally fine combination of art and utility which 
they embody 

Messrs Smith and V’akefield are the only firm 
in Calcutta specialising entirely in china, glass, 
and domestic hardware The partners are Mr 
A J Smith and T A Wakeheld They started 
their business m 1909, and w'ere the first firm to 
become established in the block wherein they have 
their premises Their establishment at that time 
W'as comparatively small, and has since been en- 
larged very considerably to meet the requirements 
of the business Mr A J Smith, it may be men- 
tioned, has spent his entire career in the china and 
glass trade, and his extensive experience and 
knowledge of it enables him to sell his very allur- 
ing goods at prices w'hich otherwise w'ould be im- 
possible The firm challenge competition in their 
particular line with anj other in India 


McDALE and CO , Manufacturers’ Representatives and General Order Suppliers, 

5, Dalhousie Square 


m 


The campaign for the use of British goods 
ntish possessions has much to substantiate it In 
typewriters, for instance, the new Bar-Lock, with 
its wonderful improvements, is creating a remark- 
able record, and the fact that an order for 794 
^’p^wnters w'as given some time ago by the 
Stationery Office to the Bar-Lock (1925) Co of 
ottingham to replace foreign and other machines 
IS an eloquent indication of the merits of the new 
ar-Lock Amongst the many advantages of the 
ar-Lock is that the paper carriage may be in- 
antly removed b} the operator without tools, and 
as easilv replaced by the same or by an inter- 
^’^g^eable carriage of different width It is as 
to W’nte with the new Bar-Lock on a penny 
amp as across a sheet as w ide as the average 
''spaper The platens are interchangeable, and 
^^'Tio\able V'arious grades of platens 
be supplied for correspondence, manifolding, 


or stencil w ork if desired The advantages of this 
feature are many', and prolong the life of ribbons 
and type 

The decimal tabulator is a standard fitting on 
every Bar-Lock Model No 17, making each type- 
w'riter a complete billing machine 

The sole agents m India and Burma for the Bar- 
Lock are Messrs McDale and Co , who have on 
their stationery', “ Clean selling and efficient ser- 
\ice after sales Guarantee refund of money if 
seiw'ice IS unsatisfactory ” ^Iessrs McDale and 
Co ha\e been established since 1922, and are 
agents also for the Associated Tobacco Manufac- 
turers and the A. P Jordan steel furniture They 
have branches at Simla, Delhi, Lahore, Madras, 
and Rawalpindi The proprietor is Mr G r' 
Martindale The firm’s telegraphic address is 
“ Twinrose,” and their codes "are the A B C 5th 
and 6th editions and Bentlei ’s 
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BOURNE and SHEPHERD, Artists 

No photographic business in the world can be 
much older than that of Messrs Bourne and Shep- 
herd, for although Wedgewood had some success 
in chloride of silver experiments, it was not until 



PREMISES OF BOURNE and SHEPHERD. 


1839, upon the discovery of Daguerre which intro- 
duced the camera, that any great practical results 
were obtained Messrs Bourne and Shepherd be- 
gan their activities in the following year, 1840 A 
few years later Talbot patented the calotype, by 


nd Photographers, Corporation Street 

which pliotographs were obtained on paper treated 
with a solution of silver iodide in potassium iodide, 
and the negative was arrived at The vonderfui 
development that has since taken place in photo- 
graphy has been continually reflected in the busi 
ness of Messrs Bourne and Shepherd, -nhosear 
tistic productions have, year after 1 ear, shoivn 
each new improvement and invention until now a 
state of perfection has been obtained that seems 
impossible to enhance Photography in its highest 
phases, as exemplified by them, emerges from the 
plane of mechanical operations into a realm of art 
far beyond the commonplace of ordinaiy achieic 
ment Messrs Bourne and Shepherd embody tn 
their portraits all those pleasing details which, 
while apparently casual, are tlie result of their ci 
ceptionally long and close study of tlie best means 
and methods for securing superlative results The 
charming examples of their art displayed in their 
premises demonstrate tliat they are adepts in the 
judgment of light and shade, and in determining 
the psy'chologjcal moment when to snap the 
shutter of the camera, so as to secure the most 
oleasing expression of the sitter They operate m 
all branches of photography, and are also talented 
portrait painters in oils They execute a great 
deal of commercial photography, including photo 
graphs relating to tea and other industries, and 
their comprehensive collection of pictures of India 
IS very largely drawn upon for reproductions m 
books and periodicals tliroughout the w'orld 
may be added that the firm have the honour of ap 
pointment to H E the Viceroy and Governor 
General of India and H E the Governor 0 
Bengal , 

The manager is Mr D C Falconer, who a 
been connected with the business for many year 


FRANCIS and CO , Tailors, Shirt-makers, Hosiers, and Breeches Makers, 
Grand Hotel Arcade, Chrowringhee 


Whenever fashion is referred to as an abstract 
quantity it is alway^s understood as pertaining 
more especially to feminine apparel, in which the 
continual changes effected by fancy and caprice 
sustain a vast amount of the .vorld’s industry and 
commerce In former centuries man maintained 
his nght to a fuller range of chromatic art and 
expression in his habiliments than is accorded by 
tne narrow limits of fashion in these less pictur- 
esque days, when the effects of the sartorial 
scheme of the male sex are confined practically to 
a veryf few orthodox colours As an offset 
against this demarcation the variety of tex- 
tile production for men’s wear is very large, and 
is excellently demonstrated by' the fine assortment 
in the premises of Messrs Francis and Co , where 
sartorial art is exemplified in its highest phases, 
and where are shown materals of the best quality 
specially adapted for the local climate 


This firm have managed to impart to t eir 
tablishment all those characteristics of ^ 

ating efficiency and elegance of appomtmen • 
ciated with the leading sartorial houses 
metropolis of the Empire, and it is not surpn 
that their sennee and supplies are well la cn 
vantage of by gentlemen able to 
best in everything relating to fabric and 
ship Ml the cutting is attended to ‘ frl' 

the principals — Mr W Francis, v ho was 

cutter with Messrs Ranken and Co , 

H Houseman, w'ho also has had xeO 
perience in the tailoring trade in n la < 

The firm, who have been 
emplov a staff of about 43 highly s ,;£.s Tl’'’ 
and all orders are completed on t ic P . 
telegraphic address is “ Breeches, 
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J. F MAD AN, Wine and General Merchant, 5, Dharamtala Street 


The front portion of the pi cmises of Mr ) F 
Madan at 5, Dharamtala Stioet is in the form of a 
\er3^ niteh appointed iclail store, stocked \Mth 
such an cvhaustn e selection of eatables and 
drinkables that the \\orld’s best source of supply 
of these things maj \\ ell be stated to be repre- 
sented there Ne\t come the ofhccs, and behind 
tliese and extending to Moti Lai Street, are the 
large warehouses filled w ith the huge assortments 
of merchandise neccssar\ to meet the demands of 
this firm’s numerous customers From street to 
street the distance is about 500 feet 
The business is one of the largest of its kind in 
India, as ma^ be inferred b} the fact that it gn es 
emplo)ment to about 1,000 persons There are 
branches of it at Kidderpore, Balh gunge, Dar- 
jeeling, Lucknow, Delhi, and Bomba\ The firm 
also supply Field Force Canteens at Bannu, Tank, 
Kohat, Dera Ismail Khan, Dardoni, Idak, Mam- 
)ai, Kalabagh, Jandola, Kliergi, Kotkai, etc , etc 
The concern was started in 1S75 bv the gentle- 
man whose name it bears, and who died m 1923 
The initial premises w'ere ven small, but through 
Mr Madan ’s enterprise, development soon re- 
sulted, and the premises were enlarged from time 
to time to meet the continuing expansion 
The firm are agents for the Asiatic Petroleum 


Co (India), Ltd , at Darjeeling, Cawmpore, Delhi,. 
Rae Bareilly, Lucknow, Sandila, Shahjahanpur, 
Baieilh, Chandansi, Haldwmni, Pilibheel, Lakhim- 
pur, Sitapur, etc , etc , and at Calcutta and Bom- 
ba} are wdiolesale and exclusive distributers of 
Parke, DaMS, and Co ’s high-class pharmaceutical 
preparations 

Besides his merchandising activities Mr Madan 
was the pioneer in India in connection wuth the 
cinema industr} , and left to his heirs and succesors- 
the great chain of theatres owmed and operated by 
Madan Theatres, Ltd , compiising no few^er than 
91 theatres throughout the principal cities of India 
and Burma, and including the 14 cinema theatres- 
in Calcutta 

The firm hold warrants of appointment as pur- 
veyors to the Rt Hon the Baron Hardinge of 
Penshurst, the Rt Hon the Baron Chelmsford,, 
former \’icerov and Governor-General of India, 
and Lord Carmichael of Skirling, late Governor of 
Bengal 

Messrs J F Madan export large quantities of 
Tibet w'ool, Indian condiments, etc , etc Their 
telegraphic address is “ jefmadan,” Calcutta, and 
the codes used are the ABC 5th edition and 
Bentley’s 


UBEROI, LTD , Manufacturers of All Kinds of Athletic Goods, S, Esplanade, East 


The establishment of Messrs Uberoi, Ltd , at S, 
Esplanade, East, well sustains the fame of that 
company as the largest manufacturers of athletic 
goods in the Orient It is the principal of the 
company’s branches, and is under the manage- 
ment of Mr K S Bahizada Its stock, compris- 
ing ever^ thing that can be suggested in connection 
"ith athletic goods, explains the eminent position 
to w'hich Messrs Uberoi, Ltd , ha\e attained b^ 
reason of the high quality of their products 
tihich haAe won for them a large number of gold 
and silver medals and aw ards at Exhibitions 
throughout the w orld 

The business wms founded in 18SS, and carried 
on under the name of Ganda Singh Uberoi and Co , 
until the formation in 1912 of the present limited 
'abihti compan\, with the founder, Mr Ganda 
Singh Uberoi, as managing director From the 
Commencement the compan} determined that their 
name, connected with e\ery t3pe of outdoor and 
indoor sports, should stand for high-class qualiti , 
m which the} have certainh well succeeded Their 
actones at Sialkot, consisting of fine bnck and 
iron buildings, co\ er an area of about 5 acres and 
gn e cmplo} ment to about 500 highh skilled w ork- 
- i\bout 70 per cent of the materials re- 

imrcd m manufacturing the high-class goods such 
as seasoned English ash, catgut, leather, glue, 
-nghsh Willow, and tennis racket frames, is im- 
ported from England, being purchased from abso- 
u cK reliable makers through the compan\ s con- 


troller of raw' materials in London Other goods 
purchased annually comprise many thousand cubic 
feet of mulberry w'ood from Changa Manga, Para 
rubber, tons of Sawarak cane for handles of ciicket 
bats and hockei sticks, and a considerable quan- 
tity of timber from Kashmir 

All the machinery in the factor}' is wonderfully 
\ aried in character, ranging from the making of 
iron or brass castings for wickets, or the feet of 
posts for tennis posts, to the turning of small 
pieces of w'ood in fashioning bails for cricket 
stumps A tour of the shops reieals a machine 
for case hardening of cricket bats, ha\ ing a pres- 
sure of 5 tons, a leather skmng machine to ensure- 
an equaht} of thickness, automatic lathes, round- 
ing machines, a patent interlocking press, a 
machine for cutting out splices for hocke} sticks, 
patent hockey bends, band, circular and other saw' 
milling machines, and frame-bending machines^ 
Man} prominent people ha\e Msited the factorx, 
including His Excellenc} the Go\e'-nor of the Pun- 
lab and His Excellenci Field Marshall Sir William 
R Birdwood, Bart ,GCB,GCMG,KCSI, 
C I E , D S O , who expressed their admiration 
of Its organisation and output 

The large and handsomeh appointed stall of 
Messrs Uberoi, Ltd , at M'cmblei Exhibition, 
with its splendid displa\ of their productions, at- 
tracted great attention Amongst the man\ nota- 
bilities who Msited It was Her Majesn , 'Oueen 
Mar\, and her apprcciaton of it wac adm’irabTi ex- 
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pressed in the “ Sports Traders ” of August, 
1924 

Amongst the various things which Messrs 
Uberoi, Ltd , have to combat are the spurious imi- 
tations of standard materials, one of wdiich is the 
new “ Milky "White ” Indian gut which is ver}' 
tiansparent, and so far as appearance is con- 
cerned, looks exactly like highest quality English 
gut This new product is made of dried sinew's of 
dead animals and, therefore, does not possess the 
driving pow'er, tensile strength, and resilienc}' that 
are the chief characteristics of high-class English 
gut manufactured from the fresh intestines (guts) 
of freshly slaughtered sheep 

As this new “ Milky White ” Indian gut is ex- 
tremely inexpensive, and as its appearance is quite 
as good as super quality English gut, the sports 
dealers, repair mistris, and tennis markers in 
India invariably substitute it for high-class English 
gut, and even some of the cleverest players are 
unable to detect the fraud until the}' have actualh 
used the racket This to a great extent explains 
the illegitimate competition in the prices of new 


tennis rackets and the prices for restringing old 
rackets which are being supplied by most of the 
Indian sports dealers posing as actual manufic 
turers It w'lll interest tennis players to know 
that Messrs Uberoi, Ltd , are by far the largest 
importers of English gut in India, and they u<;e 
nothing but genuine English gut in stringing all 
their high-class rackets 

It may be mentioned that the “ All-India Mill 
tary Hockey Team ” which went to New Zealand 
in 1926, insisted on being equipped throughout 
w'lth the patent buffering hockey sticks of Messrs 
Uberoi, Ltd , and these w ere accordingh sold to 
them by the company, notwithstanding the fact 
that many small firms were willing to supph the 
team with hockey sticks free of charge for adicr 
tising purposes 

Messrs Uberoi, Ltd , have branches at Luck 
now', Madras, Delhi, Rangoon, Agra, Poona, Alh 
habad, Nagpur, Pesbaw'ar, Karachi, Bangalore, 
Simla, and Raw'alpindi The company’s telegra 
phic address js “ Uberoi ” for all offices 


THE UNIVERSAL TRADING UNION, Merchants, Engineers and Contractors, 
Head OflSce 9, Dalhousie Square East 


Since 1913 the Universal Trading Union have been 
doing business m coal, hardware, machinery, and 
engineering stores In addition to their head 



office at 9, Dalhousie Square and a branch m Can 
nmg Street, Calcutta, they have branches at Bom 
bay, Bezw'ada (Madras), and Hyderabad (Da 
can), and their own representatives at all import 
ant centres m India and Burma They arc also 
managing agents of the East India Produce nn 
Coal Co , Ltd , 

1 hey specialise as antifriction and mecliamc 
engineers and importers and stockists of matcna'i 
in that connection They are sole agents in Indiii 
for the famous “ D W F ” ball and roller bear 
mgs, w'hich have contributed to the smooth ru 
ning of a large proportion of the w’orld’s rnachme 
and motor vehicles during the last twcnt\-sci 
1 ears ](. 

The Universal Trading Union are a so 
agents in India for the " Excelsior ” and pLijr 
brands of hair belting, as w'ell as for t e 
Engineering Works — the well-known 
turers of high precision steel castings, espe ■ 
mill gearings and all kinds of power 
equipments, including shaftings, pulleys, c c 
Electrical and Sundry Import Departmen s 

Universal Trading Union ^ j„rnhlc 

W'lth European markets, and have a consi 

year!} turnover 


cd 


The Universal Trading Union are 
contractors to the Go% ernment of India an 
w a^ s and some feudatory' States t 
are also suppliers to a number of jule, , pjiat)- 
and oil mills and various other 


Thfi 

ricc, 


Union 


PREMISES OF THE 

UNIVERSAL TRADING UNION, CALCUTTA 


hshments throughout India J le 
address of the Universal fra mg 
“ Scrompton,” and the codes use p^inte 

the ABC, Bentley ’s, Rudolph Mosse, . P 
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PARK HOTEL AND RESTAURANT, 47-49, Park Street 


Some people praise a hotel that otliers arc not en- 
thusiastic about Hotels arc ^cry much like indi- 
viduals , they vary greatly in character and attrac- 
tion, and that which appeals to some persons is 
undesired by others It all depends upon what is 
desired There are hotels w here the food is good 
but the rooms are uncomfortable, and vice versa 
There are others \\ here the accommodation is all 
that can be wanted, but the meals are badlv 
cooked, inadequate, or unpleasantly served The 
Park Hotel, exccllenth situated in one of Cal- 
cutta’s best and most modern tboroughfares, is a 
small but select establishment, equipped wath all 
modern conveniences Each of its bedrooms has 
Its ow n bathroom , and those w ho are able to se- 
cure accommodation there may w'ell consider them- 
selves fortunate in a lew' of the comfort and con- 
venience provided, at rates that mean much money 
saved wdien compared w ith the expenditure in- 
curred by residence in more pretentious places 
Access to the hotel is direct from Park Street by 
a broad priyate staircase, so that guests of the 


hotel need not pass through the attractiye restau- 
rant forming the ground floor of the hotel as an 
adjunct of it 

The Park Hotel and Restaurant w'as started in 
1923 b)' Mr E Leder, and its initial character was 
extrcmel)’^ small compared wuth the deyelopment 
w'hich it has since attained Year after year the 
premises have been improv'ed and adapted to the 
demands made thereon, and in the beginning of 
1927 Mr Leder added to them a Swuss bakery and 
confectionery , \yhich is proving very successful by 
reason of the excellence and variety' of its produc- 
tion 

The entire business in all its departments is 
under the personal supervnsion of Mr Leder, a 
nativ'e of Switzerland, and a professional chef of 
great experience, not only' in Europe, but also at 
hotels throughout India, including the Grand 
Hotel, Calcutta, w'here he w'as for nearly five 
y'ears , so that when he started in business for him- 
self he was w'cll equipped for the success he has 
attained 


S J MATHEWS, Motor Cycle Specialist, 

Showroom and Office 59-1, Park Street Works 58, Free School Street 


The trend of all modern business activity' is to- 
wards specialisation, in professional circles as w'ell 
as m all departments of commerce and industry 
The conditions of latter-day competition demand 
the best in serv'ice and supplies, in knowledge and 
skill The day of the “ jack of all trades and 
master of none ” has passed, and success means 
knowing how' to do a certain thing or things much 
better than the multitude, who may be w'allowing 
m the sloughs of mediocrity in the same connec- 
tion 

It IS because of his specialisation in motor cycles 
that Mr S J Mathews has built up the principal 
business relating thereto in Calcutta What be 
does not know about motor cv'cles side-cars, and 
ffieir accessories, may be regarded as negligible 
His show'room at 59, Park Street is without dup- 
bcate in the country', because of its exceptionally 


complete representation of the motor cy'cle trade 
Mr S J Mathews is sole agent in India for the 
A J S , B S A , Triumph, Harlej -Davidson, and 
Norton motor cycles, and carries a stock of spare 
parts and accessories for these famous machines 
that runs into an average value of Rs 70,000 At 
his works at 58, Free School Street repairs to 
motor cy'cles are very skilfully executed by work- 
men w'hose constant specialisation in activities 
connected with the machines mentioned giv'e them 
a proficiency therein that could not be possible 
otherwise 

Mr S J Mathews has been established since 
1919, and his business, which gives employment 
to about 50 persons, is the only one of its kind in 
India There is a branch of it in The Mall, 
Lahore 


ANGLO-SWISS WATCH COMPANY, 6 and 7, Dalhousie Square 


progress is largely a matter of wheels, by 
which all Its affairs may be stated to be deter- 
mined — the W'heels of time, for instance, as mani- 
ested bv w'atches When w'atcbes are referred 
o m connection w ith the trade of Calcutta refer- 
fobow, as a matter of course, to the 
riglo-Swiss Watch Co , through whom a v'ery' 
^rge proportion of the time-keepers sold in Cal- 
mitta are imported and distributed, and who supply 
riianv hundreds of European and Indian firms with 
thing pertaining to their trade No countrv 
le world is more famous for watches than 
''itzerland, and anvonc interested in the reasons 
K 2 


why the little mountain republic has become so 
distinguished in that connection will find much tan- 
gible demonstration in the large and splendid 
assortment of time-keepers of e\ ery description in 
the premises of the Anglo-Swiss Watch Co at 6 
and 7, Dalhousie Square The watches displayed 
there embrace every style that can be suggested, 
from exquisite little diamond-studded wrist 
watches for ladies to strong samples of men’s 
W'atches made to withstand the roughest usage 
The stock comprises also a glittering displav of 
magnificent silver and electro-plated goods and 
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jewellery well calculated to meet the most un- 
common requirements Besides their importa- 
tions, the Anglo-Swiss Watch Co , whose home 
office and factories are at Quartier de I’Industrie, 
Soleure, Switzerland, are also manufacturers in 
Calcutta, and give employment there to about 60 
persons In their well-equipped workshop is per- 
formed work of every description associated with 
the trade The activities there are carried on in 
a system of specialisation that ensures the highest 
possible standard of attainment, for practising 
year after 3'ear in certain operations naturally 


evolves skill that would otherwise be unobtainable 
\ watch repairer remains a watch repairer and 
does nothing else, and the various divisions and 
sub-divisions in the manufacture of jevellen illus. 
Irate the wisdom of the firm’s policj verj admir 
ably by the economy as well as proficienct luth 
which the entire organisation is operated in all its 
details 

The business was established m 1909 b\ Mr 
E O Gammeter, the managing propnetor, under 
whose able direction it has grown from ven small 
proportions into its present size 


S HATZOPOLO (PAVLEDI BROS ), General Tobacconists, Grand Hotel Arcade 


The history of the tobacco trade is one of the 
greatest romances of commerce — a story eloquent 
through all its pages of the wonderful power of a 
popular habit spreading universally until at length 
it has provided investment for vast capital, em- 
ployment for millions of workers, and a fruitful 
source of revenue for the Governments of the 
Avorld 

The tobacconists’ trade has its chief represen- 
tative concern in Calcutha in the business estab- 
lished about 20 years ago under the name of 
S Hatzpolo, and owned and operated by Messrs 
Pavledi Bros The firm’s establishment is ad- 
mirably situated in the Grand Hotel Arcade, and 
from It a large number of discriminating smokers 
in Calcutta obtain their supplies The stock, 
being exceedingly comprehensive and including 
practically all the best-known brands of cigarettes, 
cigars, pipe tobacco, pipes, and all the details of 


the tobacconists’ trade, is ivell calculated to meet 
the most fastidious or uncommon requirements 
While transacting a large retail trade, Messrs 
Pavledi Bros are chiefly engaged as wholesale 
tobacco merchants They are also noted for tbar 
wonderful Nectar Mocha coffee, which, imported 
from Arabia, is prepared and packed bj them in 
hermetically sealed tins that find their wav nil over 
India The firm had the honour of appointment 
to H E Lord Reading, former Vicerov of India 
They have a wholesale depot at Bombaj', and na 
sole agents in India for 

Nestor Gianachs, Ltd , Cairo 

A Chelmis A Co , Cairo 

Alfred Dunhill, Ltd , London 

Mnrcovitch iL Co , Ltd , London 

La Flor de Intal, Manila 

Pavledi Bios , London 

B Van Der Jack A Co , Eindhoven, Holland 


LONGOVICA, LTD (Compagnie Industrielle et Commerciale d’Exportation), 
Manufacturers of Steel and Metals, Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, 102, Clive Street 


The most outstanding feature of modern com- 
merce and industrv' is the increasing tendency for 
important undertakings to become amalgamated 
with other similar concerns, and form huge com- 
binations which with their vast resources are able 
to provide service and supplies utterly be3ond the 
capacity of smaller firms The general reconstruc- 
tion of Europe after the Great War and the neces- 
sity for the maximum output at the lowest pos- 
sible competitive prices led to man} great indus- 
trial combines at home and abroad Calcutta 
prov’^ides an excellent example of such enterprise in 
the company known as Longovuca, Ltd , which 
was formed in 1922 as the combined agenc} of 
nine of the largest industrial concerns in France, 
viz 

Longvvv Steel Works, famous as the first big vvoiiks 
tiken bv the Germans, and now giving emplovment 
to 8,000 w orkers, and producing 460,000 tons of steel 
per annum 

Gorc} Nail and Wire Works 
Louvroil and Reeqnignies 
Tube and Pressvvork Co 


Electio Metalluigy Co of Dives r^modie 

North of France Carnage, Wagon and 
Works 
Bateau Co 
Eennult Woiks Co 

And General Electiic Co of Nanev . 

Messrs Longovica, Ltd , therefore, bl ,-unpU 
resources which they represent, .t 

favourable estimates for all kinds of elec ” ‘ 
general mechanical engineering works an ? 
mill supplies on any scale, and it is P qj 

that they are making their influence e 
cutta They are particularly nota e 
supplies of steel in ever}' form, but espe ^ 

general constructional purposes larC'- 

branch at Madras, where thev ^ k pyiton, 
stocks The managing agent is founding 

a long experienced engineer, who, 0 

the business in 1922, as alreadv mclioa > j ^ 
eighteen }ears with Messrs Burn an 
whose business is reviewed on pnff ,, j 
telegraphic address of the , ijicni aa 

govica,” Calcutta, and tlie codes use 
the A B C 5th edition, Bentlev ’s, and pn 
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MITCHELL and CO (CALCUTTA), LTD , Tailors, Outfitters, Dressmakers, and Milliners, 

17, Park Street 


N VTUHF throug-hout most of hci king-doms bestows 
more plnsical attractions on the male than on the 
female, but makes one great exception m respect 
of lo\elv woman, before whose captivating" charms 
man has e\ er succumbed wnthout protest or par- 
le^ It is not to be w'ondcred at, therefore, that 
science and art are more applied to the enhance- 
ment of the clothing of Nature’s most exquisite 
production than to the habiliments of the male 
sex, although m former times a fuller expression 
of individual fancies and tastes was accorded mas- 
culine outfitting than in these davs of rigid con- 
\entionaht> and narrow' demarcation in the canons 
of chromatic harmoii} and fashionable decree 
Ne\ ertheless, the demonstration afforded by 
Messrs Mitchell and Co (Calcutta), Ltd , of how' 
men should be dressed for all occasions indicates 
^e^ pleasantb and eloquenth that the art of 
man’s apparelling is of much w'lder scope and sig- 
nificance than enters into the consciousness of the 
uninitiated and unreflecting The entire ensemble 
of their premises is that of hig' class specialisation 
in the materials w hich are not for the manv but the 
few — people who are particular about st}le and fit, 
about colour and texture and the innumerable de- 


tails w'hich indviduall) are unnoticed, but collec- 
ti\ eh are influentially subtle and pleasingly potent 
in the impressions they make 

The fact that the tailoring departments are on 
the premises is w'orthy of note, in view' of the in- 
sanitarj' places w'here clothes are frequently made, 
especiall}' in the Orient The cutting is in charge 
of tw'o European experts, and the firm specialise in 
ladies’ tailoring as w'ell as in the production of 
men’s garments and uniforms of ever)' description 
Messrs Mitchell and Co (Calcutta), Ltd , supply 
the racing colours for all the meetings of the Ro-sal 
Calcutta Turf Club The departments for mil- 
linery, dressmaking, and ladies’ outfitting are ex- 
ceptionallv attractive, and their elegant appoint- 
ments impart an air of distinction peculiarly their 
own The staff includes verv cle\er milliners and 
dressmakers, w'hose sen'ices are highly appre- 
ciated b) the firm’s numerous lad) customers in 
the cit\ and the Mofussil 

The business was established in 1900, and w'as 
taken o\er in 1914 bv tfe present limited liability 
compan) , of which Mr G G H Barbour is 
Managing Director 


THE RUGBY ENGINEERING WORKS, Automobile, Electrical, and Mechanical Engineers, 

1S2. Low'er Circular Road 


The Rugb) Engineering Works was started by 
l^Ir 1 J D’Cruze, w'ho had been works manager 
of the old established business carried on in latter 
^ears as T R Pratt (Calcutta), Ltd That busi- 
ness was one of the first automobile undertakings 
in Calcutta, and had de\ eloped ver)' greatly before 
It w’ent into liquidation The long years of training 
and experience w'hich Mr D’Cruze acquired in it 
well qualified him for success when he launched 
out on his ow'n account by opening the Rugby En- 
gineering Works Although not partaking of the 
extensive character of some of the other similar 
undertakings in Calcutta, the Rugby Engineering 
U orks, W'hich occupies about an acre of land and 
gnes employment to about 100 persons, is com- 
plete in ever)' detail, and its plant and machinerv 
IS of greater capacity than might be generall) sup- 

JOSEPH and SONS, Manufacturers’ Agents and 

The remarkable variety of things associated w'lth 
the motor trade is excellenth demonstrated b\ the 
supplies of Messrs Joseph and Sons, who are 
specialists in that connection both for motor cars 
^nd motor c)cles The^ are sole agents for 

Itudge Whitwoith Motor C%cles 
Ariel Motor Cycles 
Dunelt rHotor Cjcles 

Hudson Motor C\elcs 

cir\ s Pntent Autoxtra Autonnt c Air Tabes 
err\ s Patent !Motor C\cle Spring Seat Saddles 
err\ s Patent Windshield Cleaners 
iwhaken All ^fetal Track Commutators for Ford 
Cars Trucks and Tractors 


posed Ever) thing associated w'lth automobile 
engineering is included in the highly skilled w'ork 
therein performed, including the production of 
brass and aluminium castings, tinsmiths’ work, 
oxy-acet)lene w'eldmg, gear cutting, vulcanising, 
armature w'lnding, and e\ er)'thing pertaining to 
batteries and magnetos The fact that all the 
operations are under Mr D’Cruze’s personal 
superaision probably explains the popularity of the 
establishment for repairs , and it is no exaggera- 
tion to say that many a car w hich arm es in an 
apparently hopeless condition at the Rugby En- 
gineeiing Works leaxes that establishment as 
good as it W'as w'hen new , and sometimes better 
The agency of the Rugby car (American) has 
recently been taken up b) the firm 

Importers of Motor Accessories, 31, Park Street 

Importers of 

Lucis Limps and Homs, Djnamos SelfStaiters 
Magnetos, ^Mirrors etc ’ 

P and H and Desmo Lamps and Homs, etc 
Bowden Central Levers, Cable and Casings, etc 
Kismet and Prima Foot Pumps ’ 

Bipault s Lift ng and Starting Batteiies 
And Stockists of Willaid Lighting and Starting 
Batteiies ^ 

The firm s show rooms, excellent!) situated m 
Park Street, the chief thoroughfare m Calcutta for 
the motor trade, contain a large selection of their 
supplies The business was established in 1915 
b\ Its proprietor, Mr R E Joseph, and has made 
noteworth) progress The telegraphic address is 
“ Rejsons,’ Calcutta and Bentlea ’s code is used 
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MACDONALD and CO , Milliners, Dressm 

DntssiiAKiNG and millinery have become fine arts 
necessitating; swift understanding’ of the person- 
ality of each client in so far as it relates to the most 
suitable colour schemes and outlines The essen- 
tial qualifications for success therein are a great 
asset, and Messrs Macdonald and Co pride them- 
selves on their possession That firm endeavour 
to evemplify in all their activities as milliners and 
dressmakers the charming individuality of that 
which is novel and new, and therefore it is that dis- 
cerning ladies of Calcutta visit their establishment 
when they want something out of the common in 
hats and dresses — something that will e'^press the 
beautiful in delightful new ways, but conform ever 
to the prevailing decrees of fashion in London and 


rs, and Drapers, 30B/2, Cliownnghee Road. 

Pans, whence much of the firm’s stock is obtained 
That stock is never superfluous, but visel) regu 
lated so as to reflect the latest ideas in all the 
dainty details of feminine outfit 

Messrs Macdonald and Co are also general 
drapers, and keep a comprehensive assortment in 
that connection Their staff includes talented mil 
liners and dressmakers equal to the interpretation 
of the most fastidious orders , and the fact that the 
firm were honoured with appointment to H E the 
Countess of Reading is an eloquent indication of 
how well they operate in everything pertaining to 
ladies’ outfitting The business has been estab- 
lished since iqio, and there is a branch of it at 
Darjeeling 


D MILLAR and CO , Tailors and General Outfitters. Grand Hotel Arcade 


The activities sustaining the business carried on by 
Messrs D Millar and Co are meant to convey 
ver}'^ much more than can be expressed in stereo- 
typed phraseology EverytJiing has its expression, 
elaborate or plain, readily understood or difficult 
of perception Tlie garments produced by Messrs 
D Millar and Co are intended to express delight 
of the superlative in sartorial art as well as in 
practical utility They are turned out with con- 
scious pride of their merit, for the individual able 
to differentiate between superiority and inferiority, 
and who is at all fastidious about the little details 
beyond the consciousness of the unobservant and 
the uninitiated It is the fastidious dresser who can 


best appreciate the fabrics and workmanship asso- 
ciated with Messrs D Millar and Co , the man of 
discernment and consequence, w'hose person.aliU 
radiates knowledge and efficiency So it is eierin 
a matter of clothes — clothes that fit perfecti) be 
cause perfecti}' made and of perfect materials 
The firm’s establishment is handsomeh ap- 
pointed internally and externally, and has been 
considerably enlarged and improved since the\ 
started their business in 1924. The owners are 
Messrs D Millar and Kemp, w'ho personally 
supennse all its details , and the very important 
matter of cutting is in the able and long expert 
enced hands of Mr Kemp 


ARRATOON and CO 


General Merchants and Agents, Stephen House, 5, Dalhousie Square 

are varnishes, hats, electrical appliances, and 
erramophone records as well as other goods m a 


While operating as general mei chants and agents 
Messrs Arratoon and Co specialise in the manu- 
facture of shellac, and are one of the leading firms 
in that connection in Calcutta 

There are many qualities of shellac, but the 
standard article of commerce, as produced by 
Messrs Arratoon and Co , is known as “ T N,” 
and “ Superfine,” the quality depending on the 
kind of sticklac from which it is made The 
pnncipal manufactures in which shellac is used 


less degree 

The business of Messrs Arratoon and Co 
established in 1905 ^y the late Mr A G 
and IS now carried on by his son, Mr G 
toon The firm’s telegraphic address is 
tick,” and their codes are the A B C 5th an 
editions and Bentley ’s 


P SWARIES and CO , Funeral Furnishers 

Tact and good taste are a sine qua non in the busi- 
ness of the undertaker, xvho cannot advertise his 
serx'ice and supplies xvith the same facility and 
freedom as the exponents of other trades , for con- 
templation of the details associated xvith the depar- 
ture from the material plane is not calculated to 
enhance the joy of everyday life One of the prin- 
cipal firms of undertakers in Calcutta is that of 
Messrs P Swaries and Co , who give employ- 
ment to about seventy persons, and xx'hose serxnces 
hax'e been in constant requisition since they com- 
menced business in 1851 Those xx'ho visit them 
in order to make the last sad arrangements in con- 
nection xxith the departed xxnll find the firm worthy 
of ex'e-y encomium because of their sympathetic 
understanding and facilit} of adaptation to ex'erv’ 


and Monumental Sculptors, 9, Mangoe Lane 

requirement and financial consideration ol ^ 
do they make coffins to order, but they ^ 
stock of imported varieties of a ricli an c * 
character, together with all the ticcesson ^ 
taming thereto They have motor as x' c ‘ 
hearses, and the completeness of their ,5 

further manifested by their skilful ac 
monumental masons and marble x\or l[,e 

import their marble from Carrara, ‘ ’ j 

XX orkl’s chief source of supply of that mater 
their variety of designs of grax d: 

ments, etc , is xvell calculated to meet c 
verse requirements The firm haxc a o ^ 

King’s Road, Howrah 1 lie manager 0 
ness IS Mr A M La A' alette 
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BRITISH TYPEWRITER CO , 5, Old Court House Street 


Tiu British T\pc\\riter Co well sustain the ad- 
Mcee^nen b) His Majest\ the Knig' for the support 
of British made g^oods, for tiie\ arc the sole agents 
in Calcutta for the British Empire Upewnter, a 
realh high-grade Britisli standard t}pc\\riter, 
made w ith British brains, British labour, and 
British capital This excellent machine is the out- 
come of more than thirt} \ cars’ t^pe^^rlter experi- 
ence Manufactured in a specialh built factory at 
West Bromwich, Slaflordslnre, equipped with the 
most up-tc-date plant, it embodies all the best 
features of the modern w’riting machine Silent, 
speed\, let beautifulh light m action^ it is not sur- 
prising that it has been adopted for use in all Go^ - 
emment departments 


The British T\pew'riter Co are specialists in the 
supply of e\ erj’thing that tends to reduce the rou- 
tine of office work and to enhance its accuracy, and 
their greatly ^arIed stock comprise*^ all manner of 
ingenious contrnances for the purposes men- 
tioned, also stationery and general sundries, etc 
The department for general repairs of t} pew'riters 
IS also a notew'orth\ feature of the firm’s actnaties 
The business, which giwes employment to about 
thirty people, was established in igii b} Mr P 
C Banerjee and Mr John Chaplin The latter re- 
tired in 1926, so that the sole proprietor now' is 
Mr P C Banerjee The firm’s telegraphic 
address is “ Duplicator,” Calcutta 


COOPER and CO , Chemists, Druggists, and Manufacturers of Aerated Waters, 

26, Waterloo Street 


The fact that Messrs Cooper and Co ha\e been 
honoured b\ \ arious appointments to \ icero} s of 
India and Go^ernors of Bengal is an eloquent in- 
dication of their status as chemists and druggists 
and manufacturers of aerated waters Activities 
such as theirs demand, m a cu\ like Calcutta, ^ er\ 
great care for the superlatn e in ser^ ice and sup- 
plies Drugs, chemicals, and pharmaceutical 
goods in general, unless carefulh regulated, are 
^en apt to deteriorate in the local tropical heat 
Messrs Cooper and Co obviate this b\ verj 
t'atchful attention in regard to their importations, 
which the^ determine according to the necessities 
of their trade , that is to saj , never getting more at 
a time than is necessarv' for their immediate re- 
quirements, thus ensuring the absolute fieshness 
and punt) which would otherwise not be so cer- 
tain Thev adopt the w ise policy of keeping their 


goods contmuall) on the turnover week bv week 
In their dispensing department are emplo) ed quali- 
fied experts, so that ever)' confidence ma) be 
placed on the accurac) of the prescriptions com- 
pounded by them 

In no production is punt) more essential and 
desirable than m that of aerated waters, and for 
this Messrs Cooper and Co enjoy a well-earned 
reputation They are suppliers m that connection 
to Gov'ernment House and many institutions in 
Calcutta 

The business was established in 1902 b) Mr D 
R Kotvval, and carried on by him until his death 
on September 26th, 1924 He was succeeded in 
Its control b) his son, Mr R D Kotvval, w'ho has 
been connected with it throughout his career 

The firm hav'e a branch at 'j'j, Wellesle) Street 
The telegraphic address is “ Kotvval,” Calcutta 


S K CHAKRA VARTI, Sanitary Engineer and Plumber, Mission Row 


I^ no branch of activ it) are executiv e skill and 
honesty in material more necessary' and important 
than m sanitary' engineering and plumbing Fault's 
construction and imperfect supplies hav'e added 
many a chapter to the history' of calamitous hap- 
penings, and if King Edvv'ard, when Prince of 
M ales, could contract tv phoid fev'er through a de- 
fectn e dram pipe m Buckingham Palace, notw ith- 
^tanding the great care exercised over that royal 
home, hov\ much more likelv might a similar out- 
break occur m buildings where less attention is 
paid to sanitation, especiallv in a climate like that 
of Calcutta The city is, however, well served in 
connection with all matters pertaining to modem 
pnitars engineering and plumbing by Mr S K 
Ghakravarti, BE, A. M I E (ind ), MIP 
(kon ), who, since he started business m 1919, has 
executed a large amount of important work reHt- 
(n buildings of everv description, including 
contracts for the Military Works, Government of 
odn, the Calcutta Corporation, East Indian Rail- 


wav, Bengal P AV D , Bihar and Orissa Govern- 
ment, Tata Iron and Steel AVorks, B K Paul and 
Co , Pehtf’s Restaurant, Andrew AMle and Co , 
and numerous hospitals, com ents, etc 

Air Chakravarti’s service and supplies embrace 
all the modem productions for the perfection of hot 
and cold water systems, and the elaboration of 
sanitation into an art as unlimited as it is import- 
ant The comprehensive stock of fittings m his 
showrooms m Alission Row is an object lesson in 
what are now provided for comfort and conveni- 
ence m everything associated with sanitation and 
general plumbing, and affords a striking contrast 
to the comparativ elv crude and imperfect vv ay s and 
means which obtained not so very long ago in the 
same connection 

Mr Chakrav arti giv es employ ment to about 200 
persons, and his works and warehouses arc in 
Creek Lane His telegraphic address is ‘‘ Lava- 
tory ” and the codes used bv him are the A B C 
and Bentlev ’s 
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DAVIDSON and CO , Importers of Groceries, Provisions, Wines and Spirits, etc , 

4 and 5, Lindsay Street 


Tiii, front of Messrs Davidson and Co ’s premises 
at 4 and 5, Lindsay Street, is brightly and hand- 
somely appointed, and the windows are arranged 
with a tasteful display of some of the innumer- 
able commodities in which the firm deal The 
interior of the store is also nicely arranged, and its 
large assortments of things eatable and drinkable 
bear labels and trade-marks of the most renowned 
manufacturers of such things in the world AVhat- 
ever is worth stocking for the commissariat of the 
home where high-quality food products are a 
necessit} is almost sure to be found in the great 
variety supplied by Messrs Davidson and Co , 
who are one of the leading firms in their line of 
trade in Calcutta The ordinary visitor to their 
establishment knows onlv the attractive retail 
store, and is unacquainted wnth the extensive 
regions behind, w^here are held stocks that testif} 
eloquently to the volume of trade transacted by the 


firm, everything being arranged in a system (hat 
IS the result of careful study and experience of the 
best methods of operation for the enhancement of 
the condition of the goods, and the saving of time 
and labour in the daily routine 

The firm have been established since 1920, and 
have other premises at 13, Bentinck Street Thei 
are noteworthy for their family trade, and have the 
honour of appointment as suppliers of vines and 
spirits to H E the Govomor of Bengal Among«t 
their proprietary specialities are their S3rups made 
from pure sugar and fruit juice, their mango chut 
nev and Indian condiments, lard, and vinegar, etc 
Messrs Davudson and Co are agents for mam 
well-known concerns, including John Robertson 
and Son, Dundee, Booth’s Distiller), Ltd, 
London , Quarles Harris and Co ’s Oporto vinci, 
Forrester and Co ’s sherries, Jaraza la Frontiro, 
Spain , etc , etc 


K C BOSE and CO , Shambazar Biscuit and Barley Factory, 2, Kalachand Sanyal Lane 


Biscuits and barle}' ' What an attractiv^e combina- 
tion, pleasing to the eyes and more pleasing to the 
palate , so suggestive of goodness and health, as 
all simple food is, nothing there for contention of 
creed or crank amongst all the diversities of 
India’s teeming millions, biscuits, the oldest form 
of human sustenance — the unleavened cakes of the 
Hebrew s , and barley, the grain that fed great em- 
pires of long ago No wonder the products of 
the Shambazar Steam Biscuit and Barley Factorv 
are highly appreciated throughout India, the 
wonderful land of ancient philosophies, temples, 
holy men, and toiling masses That factory’s 
delicious “ Gem ” biscuits are popularly known 
as the holy biscuits because of their obvious 
purity In their manufacture, and also in that of 
the many other vraneties of the firm’s biscuits, 
there is no contact wuth human hands The dough 
IS mixed by machinery , pounded out into long thin 
strips by machiner)' , perforated by dies into their 
ultimate forms , and passed on an endless revolv- 
ing wob through the wonderful steam ovens, 
whence, on emergence, the) are packed in her- 
metically sealed tins and despatched to gladden 


highly appreciating consumers througbout 
Hindustan 

The firm’s famous barley powder is also prc 
pared by machinery under commendable b)gicnic 
conditions Indeed, the outstanding feature 0 
the Shambadar Steam Biscuit and Barley Factorv 
IS its cleanliness, w'hich is particularly comnicn 
able in vuew of the unsavourv’ and insanitar) con 
ditions under which man> food stuffs are procluc 
in India The factor)', which has recentlv 
entirely remodelled and enlarged, is complete j 
every detail The boxes into which the 
are packed so nicelv are made on the premi 
Nothing IS lacking there that can contribute 0 
perfection of the output and the excellent ‘ 
tion which Messrs K C Bose and Co have 
m connection therewith rpol 

The business, which gives emplovmcn < ^ 

150 persons, w'as started in 1885 by 
Bose, who died in 1926, and is now' earn 
bis four sons, Mr T P , Mr S P , J" . Lous 
Mr B P Bose It is the largest .nd-gcno^^ 

undertaking of its kind in Indn, anc 
dev'oted to the production of baric) pro( 


THE ITALIAN STORES, Importers of Wmes and Spirits, Groceries, and Provisions 

9-2, Chownnghee Road 


CHOwnnsGrrEE Road is one of the finest of Calcutta’s 
thoroughfares On one side of it is the great ex- 
panse of the Maidan, and on the other a long line 
of shops of everv' description Amongst the latter 
IS the establishment carried on under the name of 
The Italian Stores, w'here mav be obtained, as 
might be inferred from its title, all kinds of 
groceries and prov isions, vv ines and spirits, im- 
ported direct from the manufacturers overseas 
The firm transact a wholesale as vv'ell as retail 
trade, and are agents for Archibald Lauder and 


Co ’s “ Ro)al Northern Cream 


hiskv. 


of 


hicli has 


g-uaranteed ag:e and qualit}, jiKo 

awarded various gold medals ’^v 
agents for the Danish “ Tuborg beer 
German “ Dortmunder ” lager beer . 

The business was started in 19’° ‘ 

and taken ov er in 1912 bv wlr ^ ^ n m G 
of the best-known Hindu commcrcia m 
cutta It IS now operated b) 

N L andP C Mull.ck, who arc the proprM 








r/ 





Approach 

HE beauty of Bombay har- 
bour, with Its charming 
islands, secluded creeks, 
and grand background of 
hills, has been w^ell de- 
scribed by many famous 
WTiters “ With yery pecu- 
liar emotions did I ascend 
the deck,” sa^s Norman 
Macleod, ” to look for the 
first time on that great 
countrj , associated wuth so 
much "to stir the imagina- 
tion of eyery British sub- 
ject, and most of all of 
eyerj Christian minister 
The scene wdnch meets the 
eye w hen entering the har- 
bour IS most striking and 


lo\ely Eyery other thought is for the moment 
lost in a sense of its beaut) The forests 

of palm-trees which, in the hot and motion- 
less air, repose on the lower hills, along the margin 
of the shore, at once attract attention as being 
thoroughl) characteristic of Eastern climes The 
islands as they unfold themselyes, \yith their 
masses of yerdure, and the ba^ s, and yanishings 
of the sea into distant rner-hke reaches, lost in a 
soft bright haze, aboye wdnch singular hills 
(rounded, obelisk-terraced) lift themselyes, all 
combine to form a complete picture, framed by the 
gleaming blue sea below', and b) the cloudless sea 
abo\e, full of intense heat and light of burnished 
brightness Looking nearer, one notices the ships 
from eyer) clime, and of eyer\' size and kind, fixed 
m a sunn) mist on a molten sea — ships at anchor 
■ ships crow'ding their masts near the whaiw'es, 
and boats wathout number, wath their large 
matting sails and co^ered poop, dipping their oars 
m siher light, all going on their se\eral errands, 
and a goodh number making for our steamer 
oc\ond the ships and masts, white houses among 
trees, and here and there a steeple, indicating the 
long hnd line of the Colaba Point, tells us whire 
tbn famous cit) of Bomba\ lies, with its 
■"orsbippers of fire and of fine gold ” 


Prince Karagecorgewatch, who followed thirty 
) ears later, has left the following yivid description 
of the approach to the city 

” The air is heayy wath indefinable perfume We 
are already coasting the Indian shore, but it re- 
mains myisible, and gives no sign but by these 
gusts of w'armer air laden with that inscrutable 
aroma of musk and pepper A lighthouse to port, 
which w'e have for some time taken for a star, 
vanishes in the light mist that hangs over the 
coast and then again there is nothing but the 
immensity of waters under the clear night, blue 
with moonlight 

All the day long a quantity of medusae have 
surrounded the ship , wdiite, as large as an 
ostrich’s egg, wuth a pink or lilac heart like a 
flower, others of enormous size, of a paler blue 
than the sea, fringed wuth intense and luminous 
green — a splash of light on the dusk of the deep 
Others, again, w'hite, blossoming with every shade 
of rose and violet Then, tow'ards evening, 
m^ riads of very small ones, thickening the water, 
give it a yellowish tinge, clinging to the ship’s 
side, rolling in the furrow of its W'ake, a compact 
swarm, for hours constantly renewmd , but they 
ha\e at last disappeared, leaving the sea clear, 
transparent, twunkhng w'lth large flecks of phos- 
phorescence that rise slow'h from the depths, flash 
on the surface and die out at once under the light 
of the sky 

Before da) break, in the doubtful light of w'aning 
night, dim masses are visible — grey and purple 
mountains — mountains shaped like temples, of 
which two indeed seem to be crowmed wath low' 
squat towers as if unfinished The morning mist 
shrouds ever) thing, the scene insensibl) passes 
through a series of pale tints, to reappear ere long 
in the clear ros^ light, w'hich sheds a pow'dering of 
glowing gold on the broad roadstead of Bomba) 

But the enchantment of this rose-tinted land, 
Mbrating in the sunshine, is e\anescent The cit\ 
comes into new in huge white masses — docks and 
factories with tall chimne)s, and coco-palms, in 
long lines of monotonous growth, o\ershadow' 
square houses de\oid of st) le As we go nearer. 
Gothic towers are disimguishable among the 
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building-s — faint reminiscences of Chester, clumsily 
revived under the burning light of white Asia 
In the spacious harbour, where a whole fleet of 
steamships lies at anchor, a swarm of decked boats 
are moving about, sober in colour, with the bows 
raised very high in a long peak, and immense 
narrow sails crossed like a pair of scissors, and 
resembling a seagull’s wings ” 

The first object which greets the voyager 
approaching Bombay by sea is the Prong 
Lighthouse, standing on the Colaba promon- 
tory The lighthouse is of a circular form, 
and has within it a flight of steps lead- 


every variety of landscape scenery, the harbour of 
Bombay is indeed unsurpassed by any other 
harbour m the world “ The harbour scenery of 
Bombay,” wrote Mrs Postans, “ is justly con 
sidered the most lovely m the world The deep 
smooth waters, the bright blue cloudless sh, the 
clustering islands, fringed with the dark feathers 
of the palm-trees, which seem so jealouslj to con 
ceal the line where the fair elements unite, the 
pale purple Ghats, towering higher and higher, in 
piles of varied form, their lofty summits dim m 
the misty distance, form a picture which fascinates 
the eye and spell-binds the imagination as com 
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ing to the top South of it stands the Prong’s 
Lighthouse, composed entirely of glass and having 
eight sides, the whole revolving once in eighty 
seconds so as to show a bright flash every ten 
seconds Passing this lighthouse the steamer 
enters the commodious harbour, where it casts 
anchor opposite the eastern front of ” the Fort,” 
corresponding to ” the City ” in London From 
the anchorage the magnificent view of the 
” Queen of Asiatic Cities ” is -dominated by the 
Taj Mahal Hotel, one of the most imposing modern 
buildings m India In the opposite direction the 
cliffs of Bawa Malang stand out from the 
“ terraced trap peaks ” of the Western Ghats 
To the north-east lies Butcher’s Island and 
Elephanta, ivhile close at hand are the fortified 
islands m the beautiful harbour, the scenery^ of 
which has bewitched many a voyager Beautiful 
in Its setting, studded with islets sparkling like 
emeralds on the bosom of the sea and comprising 


pletelyf as it baffles the power of language 
portray ” 

Configuration of the Island 


” There rolls the deep wdiere grew the trcC',, 
O earth 1 what changes hast thou seen 

In and around Bombay, the 
vay of India, and the capital of the Bom ai 
Jency', can be pointed out sites where one 
vere forests resounding with the roar 
leasts, but where now rolls the sea wit > ^ 

3 f the waves Trees grow, too, on manj * 
if land once submerged in water, bu 
yards by Nature, or snatched from NeP 
:he genius of man Historians say • 
iistoric day s the western shore of n n j 

ected to a series of volcanic sli^ocks 
hsturbance severed Bombay from i 
jf India, and the latest raised a . j. 
nark scattered portions forming a c 
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isles which lay desolate on the sea for countless 
inarticulate centuries 

Modern research confirms fhe theory that these 
islets, named Heptanesia, by Ptoleni} , were formed 
as the result of the breaches caused by volcanic 
disturbance in a pair of rocky ridges which he 
roughly parallel to each other, north-east and 
south-west, and separated in the south b) the reef- 
guarded waters of Back Ba} A.t high tide the 
ocean must ha\e snept through the fissures in these 
ridges with “ all the furr and pleasure of an 
Arabian colt,” and covered with water a consider- 
able tract of low-lying ground between the islands 


I5S 

thence continuously with the mainland by means 
of two causeways, one at Sion, on the east, and 
the other at Mahim, on the west, and two railway 
embankments It consists of a low-lying plain 
about a mile and a half long by three to four miles 
broad, flanked by two parallel ridges of low hills 
Point Colaba, the headland formed by one of the 
ridges, protects the harbour l3nng on its eastern 
side, and measuring six miles in breadth, from 
the force of the open sea The other ridge ter- 
minates m Malabar Hill, and between the two lies 
the shallow expanse of the beautiful Back Bay, 
which, extending in a picturesque palm-fringed 
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The outward appearance of this cluster was more 
or less the same until the beginning of the 
nineteenth century Southernmost of all lay the 
narrow stretch of rockj^ land known as Upper 
Colaba In close proximity towards the north was 
a small triangular islet called Al-Omani’s, or Deep- 
sea Fisherman’s Island, which, during later )ears, 
name to be metamorphosed into ‘‘ Old Woman’s 
Island ” On the west was stretched a high hill 
corered with jungle and running down in a point 
into the sea , while the eastern portion was com- 
posed of low-lying ground covered with tamarinds 
and other shrubs, and o\erlooked b} a rock) ridge 
known as Dongri, or the Hill-tract Northw’ard, 
oerond a narrow creek, la) another irregular 
'“'land, part hill, part dale Three other distinct 
'siets composed the northern portion of v hat is non 
as the Island of Bomba^ 

The island is situated in latitude 18'’ 54' N , 
^ongitude 72° 49' E , and co\ers an area of about 
^5 Square miles At its northern extremit\ it is 
United mth the larger island of Salsette, and 


crescent, vies in its exquisite beauty with Naples 
In shape the island is a trapezoid, and has been 
likened to a hand laid palm upwards, with the 
fingers stretching southwards into the sea and the 
thumb representing Malabar Hill, with Back Ba) 
between the thumb and the forefinger 

Early History 

The seven islands comprised by Bomba) formed 
an outlying portion of the kingdom called ” Apar- 
antak,” or ” Aparanta,” b) Sanskrit writers of 
the Puranic period, and “ Ariaka ” by Ptolemy 
The territory is identified by the early historians 
and antiquaries with the North Konkan ruled by 
the d\ nasty of Mannas, founded by the famous 
Chandragupta of Patahputra The 'rock inscrip- 

tions found at Gimar, in Kathiawar, and other 
places show that the earliest ruler was the great 
king ‘^soka of this d^nast^, who reigned between 
B C 263 and 229 According to these inscrip- 
tions Asoka in the middle of the third centun. 
B C , sent Buddhist priests to Rastikas, Pethani- 
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Aparantas A Ceylonese chronicle, 
called the Mahavanso, also records the fact that 
the Buddhist high priest, Moggolputto, de- 
spatched preachers of Buddhism in accordance 
with the king’s orders to Maharatta, Aparanta, 
and Banavasi The discovery at Sapora, then the 
capital city of the kingdom, of a fragment of 
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the eighth Edict affords a further proof of the 
sway held by Asoka over the province of Aparan- 
taka and its outlying islands 

It seems that even during those early days the 
fame of the markets of these cities had spread 
abroad among other nations The Phoenician 
and the Babylonian traders reached the coast 
from the sea, while the Aryan invaders penetrated 
It from the land side, imposing their language 
and religion on the inhabitants For years the 
vessels of the Arab and the Persian, the Greek and 
the Christian, sailed between the famous ports of 
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the world and the Konkan, raising Chaul in the 
south to the position of a wealthy capital In 
describing the opulence and glory of the king who 
ruled over this district, Megasthenes mentions 
his elephants, cavalry, and infantry, and refers to 
Bombay harbour as a place where five rivers flow 
into the sea, from w^hich it would appear that the 
1 jjipQi*tance of this harbour came to be recognised 
with the earl} development of foreign trade 


But beyond this rather vague indication of thf 
potentialities of a harbour that was destined to 
be the gateway of the East, no evidence is found 
of any connection between these islands and the 
kingdom of the mainland in the pages of historv 
of the rise and fall of the ancient Hindu 
monarchies Merchants and sea-rovers came and 
passed away towards the rich cities of the mam 
land, leaving the aboriginal Koli undisturbed m 
his hut settlements, free to cast his nets into the 
encircling waters of the sea, and to offer bis 
homage to the Mother-Goddess, Mumbadeii, at 
her shrine situated somewhere about the spot 
where the Victoria Terminus now stands 

Passing across the gloom of several centuries 
we at last arrive at the Silhara epoch, an epoch 
of considerable importance, during vhicb the 
Island of Bombay must have been brought into 
closer contact with the more advanced cities of 
the Konkan One of the chief cities of the Sil 
hara kings who ruled in the North Konkan from 
the year 8io to 1260, was Pun, or Eleplianta 
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Island, the capital, situated m close 
the seven islands The Silharis fosterc t 
encouraged colonisation, and introduced in 
islands settlers from all directions-- ' ■ 

Mahomedan, Persian, Zoroastrian, Ara > I ’ 
and Christian For the purposes of Ian r 
the territory was divided mto f .‘,nto 

“ Rashtras,” which were again sub-dnine ^ 
‘ Vishayas ” and “ Gramas ” ,ed 

‘ Rajapath,” or king’s highwa}, 
passing a little north of Bhandup and 
the same line as the existing road 
to Thana Many a visitor •f™”' gitlicr 

Lvho flocked to the territory ot the ‘ 
oy this highway or by the sea ,nhibi 

5ome impression on the simple Inc 
tants of Bombay , ninciicd 

The monarchs themselves seem . g,^trcni'‘ 
some importance to the island ,ronn’chMtf 
edge of Malabar Point there was a s ‘ 
mck, “a fancied }oni, ” TL" 

stormy season, incessanth surf-M , ,, 
gave to the spot the name “ Shn-Gundi, 
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stone, and built there a miglit) temple in which 
were carved the images of the Trimurti Years 
later the Brahmin priests invented a tale describ- 
ing the origin of the temple to which they were 
attached According to their storj , Rama halted 
at the spot in question on his journey to Lanka, 
and made himself a “ linga ” of the sand of the 
shore, wherefore the deitv is called “ ^^^laka 
Islnara,” the “ Sand Lord ”, and the locaht) is 
called Valkeshwar 

With the overthrow of the Silhara d^nast^, the 
Northen Konkan w'as annexed to the kingdom of 
Devgiri This kingdom was invaded by Alla- 
ud-din Khilji, of Delhi, in the jear 1294 Victory 
attended the arms of the folio w'ers of Islam, and 
had far-reaching influence on the destinies of 
Bomba} After the defeat of Ramdev, of Deva- 
giri, his second son, Bhima Raja, established 
himself as ruler of the North Konkan, wdneh had 
up to that date been free from the Moslem attack, 
and w'lth his advent commences the history of the 
grow'th of Bombay 



Bhimdev settled in klahim, known before his 
arrival as “ New'ale,” or Baradhet (the desert 
island), sparsely peopled by Koh fishermen, and 
other low castes, covered with babul and coconut- 
trees, and sanctified by a temple of Valuk Ishwar 
and a shnne of the ancient goddess Mumbadevi 
Here soon sprang up a fair cit} of temples and 
palaces boasting a court of justice Previously 
Bomba^ w'as a mere appendage of Pun , Bhimdev 
raised her to the position of a capital named, by 
Bhimdev, Mahi-Kavati, or Mahim Till the close 
01 the Hindu period, and for many jears later, 
1 lahim W'as the most important of all the islands 
of the Heptanesia, and formed the headquarters 
ot a Go\ emment wdneh held sw'aj over the islands 
now welded together under the name of Bomba\ 
After the fall of the Dc^agIrl d}nast} in 13 iS 
commenced the Mahomedan supremac\ Mubarak 
lah I extended his outposts to the sea and occu- 
pied Mahim m Bombay From the da^s of the 
'iccond Ixhalifah Umar the Arab soldiers and sca- 
oien had Msited the shores of western India, and 
raan\ a trader following in their wake had settled 


dowm in Gujerat Allowed to exercise l:heir re- 
ligion without hindrance, those early settlers had 
spiead along the coast line and intermarried with 
the Hindu population, so that by this time there 
W'as a large Mahomedan population in the coast 
towms to support Mubarak in the establishment of 
his garrisons in the seven islands 
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In remarkable contrast to the religious tolera- 
tion of the Hindus, the regime of the Mahomedans 
was marked by a fanatical persecution of the 
Hindu For years they waged W'ar on the 
religion of the Kafirs, destrojing temples and con- 
tributing nothing towards the development of 
Bombay A fishing village it w'as when it fell into 
their hands, and such it remained until the close of 
the fifteenth century, W'hen an event of world-wide 
importance took place which w'as destined to bring 
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about revolutionar} changes in its histor}' That 
epoch-making occurrence w'as the famous \ 03 age 
of asco dc Gama, who, abandoning the western 
route which Columbus found blocked up b\ a con- 
tinent, doubled the Cape of Good Hope and sailed 
up to the coast of India, landing at Calicut With 
this disco\er} came a wa\e of in\asion from Portu- 
gal No resistance was offered to settlement on 
the west coast at that time, but the •\rab traders 
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were positively hostile to the foreip-ners, whom 
they called Firangt 

The Sultan of Cairo despatched an Egyptian 
fleet to expel the Portuguese from India The 
Portuguese made a counter-attack, sailing up to 
Dabhol with a fleet of fifteen vessels and storming 
the city Coming down the coast again, they cap- 
tured a vessel in Bandra Creek, but finding the 
plunder insufficient for their needs, they landed at 
Mahim This is the first record of Europeans 
setting foot on the island But it was merely a 
combined cattle raid and slave-hunt which enabled 
the fleet to proceed to Diu In course of time these 
settlers from the west felt the necessity for fortified 
positions along the coast They approached the 
Sultan at Ahmedabad, who was willing to make 


naval battle, " The Island of Good Life ” 
made Bassein their capital, where the’i bu/i 
numerous churches, and reproduced the Lelies 
and brilliance of Lisbon ^ 


The Advent of the British. 

The first Englishman to come to India n'as a 
Jesuit priest, Thomas Stephens, a great linguist 
He lived m Goa, about 1759, as Rector of the 
College of Margao Thence he wrote letters to Ins 
father, who was a London merchant, which kindled 
a desire in the hearts of his countrymen to capture 
a portion of the East Indian trade In 1583 four 
Englishmen travelled to the west coast of India 
via the Persian Gulf The Portuguese arrested 
them as interlopers and pirates and impnsoncd 



over Bombay to them, but as they had set their 
heart on Dm, this offer was rejected Soon after- 
wards, however, they bombarded Mahim, and 
handed over the port to the ruler of Chaul A great 
naval battle was also fought by the gallant 
captain, Heitor de Silveira, with the Mahomedans, 
in the Dharamtai Creek This and other incur- 
sions from the sea compelled the Sultan Bahadur 
to enter into a treat} with the Firangis, whereby he 
gave and bequeathed to the King of Portugal “ the 
city of Bassein, its territories, islands and seas, 
with all Its revenues, m the same way as he, the 
Sultan Bahadur, King of Gujarat, had held them 
before, provided all vessels from the Kingdom of 
Gujarat bound for the Red Sea should first call at 
Bassein for passes, and on return voyage call 
there again in order to paj duties under penalty 
and risk of seizure ” As Bombai formed part of 
the appurtenances of Bassein, it thus passed out 
of the hands of the followers of the Prophet to 
those of the de\otees of the Virgin But although 
thei settled there and named it, in the da^s of the 


them T homas Stephens mten'ened in t leir 

half, and they were soon released One 0 ' 

then returned to England, , * , . ^ .i,,^ 

under the Moghul Emperor as a jeweller , ic 
settled down in Goa as a shopkeeper, 
who was an artist, obtained his j. 

mg a Roman Catholic, but subsequent} 

Jesuits and married a half-caste w'oman 
exploits of these merchant adventurers 
ever, be said to have paved the way for 
tion of the East India Company - .i( 

The factors of the Company, stationed at 
appear to have realised the value 0 
islands as a naval base, otherwise tic> 
have fought the Battle of Swally 
Portuguese Vicero} sailed for oa 
galleons and several other vesse s 
14,000 Portuguese and a large then 

He wished to destroy four Enghsi 'O 
Swalh , under the command of 1 'o ’ * <1 

On December 23rd the Portuguese e 

betrveen the English and Surat, hut tn 
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drnen off with licavy losses Im 1652 the Surat 
Council impressed upon tlic authorities in Ene;-land 
the desirability of purchasing Bombay from the 
Portuguese The directors brought the proposal 
to the notice of Cromwell and pointed out to him 
the excellence of Bombay harbour and its natural 
isolation from attacks by land Ihus was the 
diplomatic machiner} set at work wdiich led to the 
signing at the palace of Whitehall, London, on 
June 23rd, 1661, the marriage-treaty between 
Charles II and Infanta Catharina of Portugal, 
\\llereb^ the port and island of Bombay w’ere 
handed o^er to the King of Great Britain, his 
heirs and successors, for ever To take delivery 
of the island the Earl of Marlborough w'as des- 
patched from England in March, 1662, with five 


India will be lost on the same day in wdiich 
the English nation is settled in Bombay ” 

The seven islands then contained only ten 
thousand people all told Between these islands 
covered with coconut, targola, tamarind, and other 
plantations, the winters of the sea rushed in turbu- 
lent torrents, so that at spring-tide Kamatipura, 
Bjculla, and Dadar formed an inland sea The 
principal towm was Mahim On Dongri Hill, ad- 
joining the harbour, there were a few fishermen’s 
huts or tents, and a few houses were seen inter- 
spersed amongst palm-trees w'here the fort stood 
later 

All this IS now'^ changed completel} Indeed, 
w'lth the advent of the English not only the appear- 
ance but the fate of Bombay w'as entirely altered 
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ships and five hundred soldiers under Sir Abraham 
ohipman They w'ere accompanied by Antonio de 
Mello de Castro, Vicero}" of the King of Portugal 
The fleet arrived at Bombay in September, 1662, 
3 nd the Earl at once sent a formal demand to the 
1 ortuguese Viceroy to make over the Dow'er 
Ro^al, worthless though it appeared to be, to the 
^presentatu es of the English Crowm But the 
ortuguese \ icero} and Portuguese subjects in 
'^d\a, finding it a heart-rending dut^ , pursued a 
polic\ of procrastination In striking contrast to 
0 ignorance of tlie w'orth of the island wdiich pre- 
■'ailed m Europe, the Vicero} appears to ha'ie fulU 
appreciated the importance of the “ contemptible 
'tue patch of mud-flat and fishing Milage ” “ I 

^onfess at the feet of Your Majest\ ” he obsened 
'll despair w hen compelled to gn e over possession 
the place, “ that onh the obedience I owe Your 
d ^ 'assal could ha\e forced me to this 

ecu because 1 foresee the great trouble that from 
neighbourhood wall result to the Portuguese 


Connected causew'ays and breakw^aters ha\e con- 
verted the island into a promontory of solid land 
co^erlng an area of 25 square miles, united at its 
northern extremitj with the larger island of 
Salsette and thence continuous!) with the main- 
land by means of two causew'ays and railway 
embankments The population has increased more 
than a hundredfold, numbering more than a million 
and a quarter, and Bomba} has become the western 
gate and cosmopolitan metropolis of India 

Under the British Flag 
1 he ke} note of the policy of the first Governor of 
Bomba^, Humphre\ Cooke, whom the Portuguese 
C’icero} knew in Lisbon as a grocer, w-as territorial 
expansion His definition of an island was a piece 
of land entire!} surrounded b} water at low tide 
as well as high Where\er he could walk across 
dr} shod at an} time, he claimed continuit% for the 
Island of Bomba} , and seized the Milages contigu- 
ous to the island proper, nameh, l\Iahim, Sion, 
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Dharavi, and Vadala But such acquisitiveness 
was not confined to the service of the Crown It 
was extended to the service of the self as well, with 
the result that he was incarcerated on a charg-e of 
extortion and mismanagement by Sir Gervas 
Lucas, who had been deputed to turn him out On 
the death of Sir Ger^^as on May 21st, 166/, the 
reins of Government were handed over to Captain 
Henry Gary, the Deputy Governor Thereupon 
Cooke, who had escaped from prison, and was 
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living at Goa under the protection of the Jesuits, 
sent m a claim to succeed to the governorship, 
voyaged up to Bandra, whence, with Jesmt help, 
he^endeavoured to attack Bombay The Bombay 
Council, however, repelled the attack, and Cooke 
returned to Bassein, where he di^ soon afterwards 
in a monastery belonging to the Order of Jesus 

In the following to be 

from the Crown to the East Ind.a Companj to be 
held in free and common soccage, as the Manor 
of Lst Greenwich, at a farm-rent of ;^io payable 
on September 30 m each year ' G-y dehvered 
over lis charge to S.r George Ocenden, the Surat 
President, who died m July, 1669, an 
rjcceeded by that " ■"'7P'‘'Au“J^r 

that “Puritan Impel lalist, Gerald ^ungie , 
^hose progressive policy was ''‘^^tensed by an 
Tartest desire to promote the public good and tran- 
earnest to the settlers in the island 

Z^. mberth me„“ s 7 n'p 3 , p. ojected the endosure 
of the wlmle aty by 

Government » Portuguese house 

within the'castle, established ^ th'^.^'^.t- 

hospital His most notable work v as a thou,,^ 

ful ln)-out of the ovn .^iSended to be built,” 

S he L?abou‘. .ts knetrucon rr.th great fore- 

"?f,lefouoda,,o„s^oJ^Ja.^and^,ud^ 

laid m the land --To F-ur Common House, 
laws was , ^japla Por, with its chambers 

tTe Sn'r^ oTTbcc Lr=ho„ee. or gr^^anes. 

TTSgS and erected by h.m The 


Court of Directors did not approve the expenditurj 
and ” the grandeur he used on the idand" 
Undismayed, the intrepid governor replied "Tip 
moneys expended on public appearance vcre, bv 
serious debate m Council, made suitable for the 
decency and advantage of your affairs and free from 
vanity and superfluity ” If the reply did not satisfy 
his masters, he was willing to defray the cost out 
of his own purse provided the Company paid him 
reasonable rent for the time that it was used as a 
Court of Judicature 

The secunh' afforded during Aungier’s regime 
attracted to the city merchants of different com 
munities from various parts of the country , fortified 
the written assurance that they should “ enjoi 
the free exercise of their religion ’ Englishmen 
also came in large numbers , and fearing the dis 
astrous consequence of the intermarriage of lac 
Portuguese with low-caste Indian women, Aiingicr 
requested the Company to send out English \\onica 
to the island On their arrival they avere allowed 
to engage “ in any but absolute cooly work, aau 
were given an allowance from the Compana or a 
y'ear, during aa'hich time they 
marry These avomen, however, appear to !« 
caused much anxiety to the authorities ^ 

appear from a letter written by the 'ira 
in December, 1675 ” And aadiereas you | , j 

notice that some of the avomen are gfo™ 
ous to our nation, religion, and ® 
require you m the Honourable Company s naj 
give them all fair aa^arn.ng that they do appl 
selves to a more sober and Christian c 
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, ill'll tliev shall 

otherwise the sentence is t |S ‘ j^y^road an' 
confined totally of their Ijberty t J ,,j,rUd 
fed with bread and aaater till they arc 
board ship for England unhcalthinf' 

Increase m population conscnanc' 

There avas no sastem of ^,crc the onh 

vas neglected 

sources of supply In the e > Slur 

Commissioners at Bombay ‘ ™ tlw 

with aahich to ” encourage 


wine avith aahich to e Bom’ 

Another report speaks of Je. stirred 

aaater tasting as though 
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a red herring The creeks were silling up, the 
authorities m England issued instructions for the 
drainage and reclamation of the “ drowned 
lands”, but the land imperfectly reclaimed left 
abominable marshes and swamps The manur- 
ing of fields and toddy palms with putrid fish 
made the bree7es of Bombay trul} dreadful No 
wonder Chaplain Ovington wrote that Bombay 
was “ nought but a charnel-house in which two 
monsoons w'cre the age of a man ” By i6gi 
there w'cre only eight} Englishmen left on the 
island by i6g6, plague haMiig depleted the popu- 
lation, there w'eie only twenty-seven, stricken 
w'lth gruesome diseases In despair Sir Nicholas 
Waite, Governor of Bomba} , described it as 
this unver} -healthful island ” 

Those W'ere indeed da\s of darkness and fear 
At home there were the spectres of disease and 
dissension The dread hand of fever and pesti- 
lence fell alike on European and Indian, rulers 
as w'ell as the ruled To the horrors of climate 
W'ere added the troubles of private jealousy and 
internal disorder Abroad there w ere the Dutch 
and the Portuguese, the sea-rovers and the Sidi, 
the Moghul and the Mahratta All these contri- 
buted substantially to the discomfiture of the occu- 
pants of Bombay Castle Aurang7eb had even 
insulted the majesty of Gnat Britain b} tying the 
hands of her envo}S behind their backs and send- 
ing the Governor of Bombay about his business 
There W'ere French alarms also, stories of “ three 
French ships that lay at anchor off Old Woman’s 
Island, weighed and betook themselves to a 
clean pair of heels ” But the British flag survived 
it all Fortifications were strengthened, outposts 
W'ere strongly defended, and the fleet w'as 
augmented The pirates were then chased from 
the sea and the Pmdaris from the land The 
Great Moghul yvas laid low, and the Mahratta 
Confederacy yvas destro}ed by the Treaty of 
Bassein The Dutch fleet, yvhich W'as once the 
terror of the sea and had hung like a black 
thundercloud at the mouth of Back Bay', yvith- 
drew from the Indian Ocean, and the once poyver- 
ful Portuguese bade adieu for ey'er to dominion 
m India 


Within a feyv y'ears tranquility yy'as restored in 
the country, and the authorities applied themselves 
to the task of improving the sanitary condition 
of the island One of the principal reasons for its 
extreme unhealthmess yvas the silting up of the 
Creeks yvhich diynded Bombay into a group of 
lU At high tide the surging sea swept 
"rough the breaches, coy'ered the surrounding 
and yvith yvater, and laid ‘‘ a pestilential deposit 
"Inch at loyy tide exhaled mephitic and deadly 
tapours ” The Court of Directors, therefore, 
incessantly urged the necessity for draining and 
I'cclaiming the oy'er-flooded ground Steps w'Crc 
accordingly taken to reclaim the ‘‘ drow'ned 
ands ” A causeyy'a} yyas built from Sion to 

ahun, and the project of stopping the Great or 
11*^ Loye Groyc Beach y\as taken m hand 

'0 dam, constructed after great difficulty , trans- 

1 


i6i 

formed the face of the island completely From 
an unwholesome syvamp it yvas converted into a 
salubrious residence The seven disconnected 
islands taken over from the Portuguese in i66i 
bad by 1780 become practically one land, and the 
population, yvhich numbered only ten thousand, 
bad increased to a hundred thousand By the end 
of the eighteenth century it had nearly doubled 
Tlie fort yvas greatly congested , the native in- 
habitants had raised their houses to a great 
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height, abutting on narroyv and crooked lanes 
Improvements yvere talked about, but delayed on 
some pretext or another until the year 1803, yvhen 
a y'lolent conflagration mercifully syvept away 
numerous houses in the north of the toyy'n This 
gave the Council the chance to effect improve- 
ments within the Fort walls and to construct a 
new town outside A new settlement soon sprang 
up within the city limits Dw'ellmg-houses, 
markets, shops, and godowns, began to rise *By 
this time the outposts of the British had adv'anced 
as far as Thana on the east and Bassein on the 
w'est The Bombay marine was supreme along 
the Malabar coast During liis visit to the island 
in 1804 General Wellesley referred with legiti- 
mate pride to the increasing channels of wealth 
“ w'hich his conquests had opened to the opulent 
settlement of Bombay ” Writing about the 
middle of the year 1825 Bishop Hcber say's 
‘‘ Bombay is the port whence almost all the trade 
of the West and North is shipped to China and 
England , there are several ships budding in the 
slips, and the w'hole place has the appearance of 
being a flourishing commercial seaport ” The 
opening of railway's m the middle of the 
nineteenth century gav'e a further impetus to 
trade In 1S44 the Great Indian Peninsular Rail- 
way' was projected, the first sod was turned at 
Bombay m 1850, and the first tw'cntv miles to 
Thana were opened in 1853 In spite of the 
gloomy forebodings of those prophets of ill who 
foretold that no mtne of good caste would ev'cr 
defile himself b\ entering a railway carnage 
railways have multiplied, and their electrification 
IS now m proqress Thanks to these facilities 
the cotton-producing districts have been brought 
in close touch with the market During the 
period of boom created by the American Cud 
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War, multifarious business organisations and sally-ports, and moats with ti\o weat iraje 

financial associations sprang up like mushrooms strangling the traffic ” As these fortihcatioib 

The city was crammed with people, a census was were no longer necessary, they were accordind\ 

taken in 1S64 the number recorded was demolished The malodorous ditch surroundine 

816,562 Fresh improvements and reclamation the Fort was filled in, roads w'hich had been 

schemes were inaugurated, and handsome works “ macadamised with offal and dead dogs ” wuc 

were constructed on either side of the Apollo repaired, and the mam dram w'as covered 

Bunder, extending south-westward almost to For the first time a portion of the town nas 
Colaba Church, and stretching from the Custom lighted with gas on October 7th, 1866 A, tht 

House to Sewn, along the Mody Bay, Elphin- lamp-lighters went from lamp to lamp the) were 

stone, Mazagaon, lank Bunder, and Frere followed by crowds of people gazing in mule 

Reclamations On the other side was the great astonishment at the “ new western wonder’ 

Back Bay Reclamation from Colaba to the foot that had appeared m their midst Telegraphic 

of Malabar Hill The total area reclaimed communication with England lar the Persan 

measured 4,348,918 square yards Several new Gulf, first effected in 1866, annihilated distance 

roads were constructed, and also offices and and made Bomba}' the commercial centre of Asia, 

buildings, comnrising the Government Secretariat, Of the financial speculations of the time the Bach 

University Library, Convocation Hall, High Bay Reclamation Scheme was the greatest At 
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Court, Telegraphic Department, Post Office — all in 
one line facing the sea Other fine buildings were 
built in other parts of the cit}, such as the Elphin- 
stone College, Elphinstone High School, School 
of Art, Goculdas iejpal Hospital, Sailors' Home, 
and the Victoria and the Albert Museum To this 
period also belongs the lay-out of the Elphinstone 
Circle 

Private citizens were not slow to follow the lead 
of the Governor, Sir Bartle Frere, in improving 
and embellishing the city Notable among them 
were Premchand Ro}chand, the uncrowned king 
of Bomba}, who gave four lakhs of rupees for a 
University Library Building and a tower named 
after his mother, “ Rajabai Tower”, David 
Sassoon, who endowed the Sassoon Mechanic In- 
stitute , Jamshedji Jeejibho} , to whose munificence 
the School of Art and the Sir J J Hospital owe 
their existence, and Cowasji Jehangir, who pre- 
sented an Ophthalmic Hospital to the city 

At Churchgate there had been a network of 
fortifications," “ a wilderness of embattled walls, 


the height of the boom the Am die 

Rs 2,000 each sold for Rs 50,000 > 

bubble burst the most notable failure was ‘ 
the Company The scheme - l)ui 

soundest launched during those giddy < > > 
ten million rupees were lost by it, and i 
liquidation The reason for its rum was 
own weakness but the fact that j 

rupees of its funds had been P'*'* , 1 pto'icil 

posit in the Asiatic Bank When tlia < . 

Its doors, the Company also succum 
the shareholders, filFd with alarm, aj , 
winding up But wnat the sliori-sig ’ 
holders lost, the Government ^ Inn'^ 

Reclamation Companies ,ip- (irgfi 

ruptev, but they left the island -*,on 

tlAn tl,e, had found .t 

in great disfavour until the Bomhav ^ .-n,-.;! 

Trust, created in 1S9S, decided to ‘ t ^ jy 
area at Colaba Its success f 

velopment Committee, appointee L 

Svdenbam’s regime, to revive t e p 
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reclamations on an extensive scale Us report 
vas, however, shehcd owing to the crippled re- 
sources of Government in consequence of the 
world w’ar During and immediately after the 
w'ar there w'as a house famine in Bombay, so that 
soon after the cessation of hostilities Lord 
Llo}d’s Goeernment embarked on their costly 
schemes of reclamation and development A 
Developmait Directorate was specially created to 
prosecute the schemes as vigorously and as ex- 
peditiously as possible Expense W'as no con- 
sideration Time w'as the essence of the under- 
taking for those charged wuth the special duty 
of carrying out the behests of the imperious and 
impetuous Goxernor concerning these projects 
So long as he w'as in Bombay he heard nothing 
but praise for his far-sighted policy to meet the 
extreme need of housing the overcrow^ded popula- 


Despite the blunders and lapses of the early 
Governors, the rebellion of Keigwun and the 
deadliest of climates that mowed down the early 
British settlers before the reaper’s sickle, the far- 
seeing Dr Fryer suggested, so early as 1675, that 
“ out of all this scum there might arise another 
Carthage ” To-day that prophecy is fulfilled 
be)ond the dreams of the sootlisayer On the 
barren island ceded to the English by the Portu- 
gese a noble city has arisen Romantic as is the 
stor) of its continuous growth, it forms one of the 
brightest and most inspiring episodes in the 
histor) of India In the earlier jears this achieve- 
ment involved, as already noted, a dire holocausts 
It cost the lives of as many as seven Governors in 
one generation, not to mention other dignitaries 
and officials But the authorities persevered wuth 
dogged determination to build the city w'hich, by 



THE SCIENCE COLLEGE, BOMBAY. 


tPhoto * Times of India * 


tion and improving the slum conditions of wdiat 
he had dubbed “ a city of dearth and death ” But 
as soon as his back was turned, the oracles that 
had been dumb before created a hideous hum in 
the Council-Chamber, breathing anathema on 
W'hat was denounced as a huge failure and a 
swindle on the public purse Unfortunately the 
project proved ruinous Government appointed a 
ommittee of experts to advise in the matter The 
ommittee pointed out the folly of abandoning 
le works altogether and recommended com- 
P chon of certain sections This recommenda- 
'on W'as accepted by the Council , the w'orks are 
now lerj nearly completed, and the reclaimed 
^rea will, besides meeting the need of the military' 

y 'Orities, prmide new sites for admirable resi- 
dences 

th ^ ^olume would be required to relate 

e e forts made to impro\ e, de\ elop, and embellish 
^ ^ during the British regime Nothing but 
gi\e an idea of its marvellous growth 


God’s assistance, w'as intended to be built Periods 
of progress have alternated wuth periods of pause 
or set-back, but on the w'hole the progress made 
wath all those great w'orks of public sanitation, 
comfort, and convenience, which are essential for 
a growing cit) , has been remarkable From 

10.000 in 1662 the population has increased to 

1.250.000 From a fishing hamlet the island has 
grown into a salubrious maritime port, and has 
come to be recognised not onlj as the mam gate 
of communicaticn between India and the western 
W'orld, but also as a roval cit} “ Bombai of to- 
day,” said Sir Edwun Arnold in 1886, ” js hardh 
recognisable to one w'ho knew' the place m the 
time of the Mutiny and in those vears winch 
followed It Augustus said of Rome, ‘ I found it 
mud, I lea\e it marble and the wsitor to India 
after so long an absence as mine might juslh 
exclaim, I left Bombay a town of warehouses 
and offices, and I find her a citv of parks and 
palaces ’ Since then further improvements liave 
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been made, the Bombay Port Trust, the Improve- 
ment Trust, the Bombay Municipality, and the 
Development Department have during the last 
thirty years, and the railway companies and other 
public utility companies hive in mutual co- 
operation, carried out such wonderful improve- 
ments and transformations that to those who 
quitted the cit) thirty years ago, it would now be 
almost unrecognisable To quote the striking 
words of James Douglas “ As from the slime and 
miasma of some geologic era, an island city rose 
strong from the bosom of the sea, fair to look 
green with the verdure of an eternal summer, 
beautiful as Tjre and more populous than either 
ancient Carthage or Alexandria — crowned not 
onl)' with the monuments of human industrjq but 
with buildings to teach men the art of being in- 
dustrious, with a Government India had never 
known before, that protects the weak from the 
oppression of the strong, and measures out equal 
land to ever} one irrespective of his colour or his 
creed ” 

It is pleasing to reflect that this happ} transfor- 
mation IS the result of the joint efforts of English- 
men and Indians working together in friendly co- 
operation for a common object In this spirit of 
unison manifested by myriads of people divided 
by race and by religion is contained and typified 
the secret upon which the future welfare of the 
city and of the entire Indian Empire depends 

Inhabitants 

The oldest inhabitants of Bomba} were the 
Palshiker Brahmins, the fl’iiirfus, Pathare Prab- 
hus, Bhandans, Panrhkalshis, Agris, and Kolis, 
and to-day also the Hindus form the bulk of the 
population of what is perhaps the most cosmo- 
politan city, next to London, m the world The} 
are divided into numerous castes, speak different 
languages, and have different habits, manners, 
and customs Those coming from Gujarat and 
Kathiawad speak Gujarati , those from the Deccan 
speak Marathi , wdule those hailing from Central 
and Northern India speak Hindi The Lingayets, 
the Kamatis, and the Madrasis come from 
Southern India , wdiile the Sikhs, the Kashmeens, 
and the Multanis come from Northern India The 
Sindhis come from the West and the Bengalis 
from the East 

Their caste sjstem is the despair of the ethno- 
logist, but of the numerous classes and sub- 
classes, the following main four divisions mav be 
noted the Brahmin, the Kshatn}a, the Vaishya, 
and the Shudra To the first-named belongs the 
literar} and priestly class , to the second the 
warrior class, to the third the artisan class, and 
to the fourth the labouring class All these live 
in water-tight compartments, though professing 
the same faith Persons of near castes max dine 
together but cannot intermarry , although there 
IS scarcely any difference between them regarding 
their origin, language, religion, customs, and 
habits 

The Brahmin is the aristocrat of Hindu society 


He does not mix with anyone The mere touch of 
a non-Brahmm means pollution and requires a 
ceremonial bath When he takes Ins meals ht 
draws a circle m yvhich he sits Before him is 
placed a metal plate or leaf on yvhich Ins food b 
served None can step into that magic circle, no. 
even his yvife yvho yvaits on him The high-dasj 
Hindus generally adopt the same attitude of ex 
dusiveness in their relations with non-Hlndu^ o, 
ev'en Hindus of a different class 
T he Jams are also classed as Hindus, but thev 
follow a form of Buddhism knowm as Jainism 
They hold any form of life sacred, are strict leije 
tarians, and will not kill even an insect Lf4 
they should kill the germs found in yyatcr some 
of these people even abstain from baths' It b 
believed that for the same reason thc) do not eat 
anything that groyvs under ground, such as 
potato or carrot, which may contain insects' 

1 he dress of the Hindu consists of a d/infnr, a 
tunic, and a cap or a turban The d/iofnr n a 
kind of soft cotton cloth which he yyunds round 
his waist It passes betyveen his legs, tlie loose 
flaps hanging down — a clumsy and ungamU cov 
tume which educated Hindus have been gradualK 
discarding m favour of trousers 

Marriage is considered by the Hindus one of 
the most important events in life and is celebmOT 
yvith great ec^ai The astrologer is consulted , 
after seeing the horoscope he fixes thc month, 
day, hour, and even the second yvhen thc various 
ceremonies connected yvith the event should 
performed Hoyvever poor, a Hindu yviH spend 
large sums of monc} in celebrating a ned mi,, 
on lights, decorations, music, and fcstuiUoSi no 
matter if he runs into debt yvhich casts a g oo 
over all the remaining days of his life 

In contrast yvith the yveddmg I 

funeral ceremony of the Hindus is ycq v. 
The body is washed and covered with a red po 
and floyy'ers It is then laid out on a 
bamboo and dried palm leaves, and j 

the shoulders of relatives to the burning g 
generally yvith the accompaniment of mus 
case of the loyy'er classes The eldest 3 

the embers in a pot and fires the pyre 
death the nearest relatives shave clean 

filahornedans 

Next in number come the Mohafnednns 
have migrated to Bombay from a P , 
country, and are divided into tyvo pn J jjKuy 
the Sunnis and thc Shias The la cr 
only about one-sixth of the ‘ ,i,£.c;c t 

tion The point of difterencc Lma> 

sects IS that thc Sunnis consider / >" • Ajeso x 
and Uthman as the layvful -eco'^nise 

of the Prophet , yydiereas the Shia T'<! 

the fourtli Khahfa, and his sons, < ,, 

Hussein, the layvful Khalifas n gonD"' 
Arabs, the Memons, the ‘ . p{ julU 

Mahomedans, thc Pathans, an a t 

are Sunnis The Sh.as are dnH«I >nto 
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stLtioiis — the Moguls, or Persians, the Khojas, 
the Borahs, and tlie Shias of Hindustan 

The Moguls 

The IMoguls, or Persians, aie real Shias, who 
celebrate the Mohurum fcstual held in honour ot 
Hassan and Hussein, sons of Ali and Fatima, the 
daughter of the Prophet, who were slain at Ker- 
bala The occasion is regarded by them as a 
period of mourning and lamentation 1 he Sunnis, 
on the other hand, regard it as an occasion for 
frolic and mummer) Until recentl) the rival 
demonstrations of the two sects became a public 
nuisance and a menace to public safety Brawls 
were frequent between the tolls, or street bands, 
of the two sects , heads were broken, and the cit) 
was practically in the hands of the lawless mob 
during the ten days of this festnal of tears It 
was considered impossible to stop these outbursts 
of fanaticism, but a courageous Commissioner of 
Police, the late Mr S M Edwardes, at last 
succeeded in putting a stop to the practice of 
taking the Taboof (the representation of the tomb) 
through the streets, thus removing the cause of 
the riots 

The Memons 

The Memons {Muamtns or Believers) are con- 
terts to Islam from the Lohana and Cutcli Bania 
castes They flourished in Surat during the 
palmy da)s of that city, but as it sank into losig- 
nihcance they moved southwards to Bombay In 
the earl) years of the nineteenth century they 
appear to have opened tailoring establishments , 
but as Bombay advanced in commercial progress 
they captured every class of trade, with the result 
that they include among their number some of the 
most opulent citizens of Bombay 

The Borahs 

The Borahs are also descendants of Hindu con- 
verts to Islam The original conversions are said 
to have taken place at Cambay, Aurungabad, and 
other places, m the fourth and fifth centuries of 
the Mahomedan era, when the Khalifa of Egypt 
sent fortli missionaries to India The community 
IS divided into four mam sections — Sunni, Daudi, 
Aliya, and Sulemani More than three hundred 
^ea^s ago the Daudis, who are numerically the 
largest, separated from the Sulemanis, who in 
point of number are the smallest, over a dispute 
as to who was the rightful Dai, Daud, or Suleman 
^ large portion of the Sulemani sect is settled on 
the Western Coast of Arabia, and a small section 
that has settled in India has attained a prominent 
position m Indian society It is the pride of this 
community that it has supplied Bomba's uith her 
first Mahomedan barrister, her first Mahomedan 
solicitor, and engineer But it is not so much m 
•earned professions as m the pursuit of commerce 
that the Borah gencralh excels He is found m 
•viost of the towms of Gujarat and Kathiawad, in 


Bombay, and the Deccan, and in Siam, China, 
Arabia, and Africa, engaged in every trade and 
evers branch of commerce, from retail shop- 
keeping and tm-workmg to that of the broker, 
contractor, and exploiter of industries 

The Khojas 

The Khojas trace their descent from Hindu con- 
aerts of Cutch, Gujarat, and Kathiawad, and 
profess the Shia Creed Although small in 
number, like the Parsis, they form one of the most 
interesting, enlightened, enterprising, and prosper- 
ing communities of Bombay They pay homage 
to the Aga Khan, tlie direct descendant of tlie 
sixth Imam, as their spiritual or religious head, 
and are known as Ismaelia Khojas So great is 
their veneration for His Highness the Aga Khan 
that the more ignorant of them, particularly the 
women, worship him as a deity But such hero- 
worship is distasteful to a section of the com- 
munity, which has, therefore, seceded from the 
spiritual sway of the Aga Khan, established a 
separate sect called the Isnasheri, and built its 
own mosque These reformers are striving to 
purge their religion of abuses and to introduce 
into It puritanical doctrines acceptable to modern 
thought 

The Khojas are a peaceful and law-abiding 
people Perhaps the least bigoted amongst the 
Mahomedans, they have taken more freely to 
education than their other co-religionists, and 
they resemble the Parsis in many respects, par- 
ticularly in their treatment of women, so that 
their women hold their own to-day in intelligence 
and culture with those of any other community 
in Bombat 

The Arabs and the Jews 

The cosmopolitan population of Bombay in- 
cludes not a few Arabs and Jews They come 
mostly from Bagdad The Arabs as a class arc 
a flourishing community, many of them being 
traders, importers of horses, pearls, and dates 
The Jews are mostly indigent, and no wonder they 
are generally indolent At the same time Bombay 
owes not a little to the commercial enterprise and 
munificence of the Jews The family name of 
Sassoon is a household word m Bombay 

The Indian Christians 

Another noteuortht community in Bombay is 
that of the Indian Christians, vho are mostly 
Roman Catholics, the descendants of Portuo-uese 
con^erts A small number belong to the Protes- 
tant Church, chiefly the American Church Thanks 
to the efforts of the missionaries, the^ ha\e been 

lifted from the lowliest status in Hindu society 

most of them belonging to the depressed classes 
Ha-ving been educated and settled in life b\ the 
missionaries, the\ form to-da\ a law-abiding and 
respectable section of the population 

fhe Indian Roman Catholics are di\idcd into 
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four sections The Goans, who come from Goa, 
the Mangalorians and the Madrasis from Southern 
India , and the East Indians from Bombay and 
Salsette These communities, differing in their 
nationalities, difter also considerably m Iheir 
manners, languages, and disposition, although 
embracing the same creed 

The Goans 

Goa is a Portuguese territory about two hun- 
dred miles south of Bombay It is too poor to 
support its Christian population, which flocks to 
Bombay as do the Iranis from Persia They are 
by no means unwelcome visitors, as many of them 
get employed as domestic servants, and mitigate 
to a considerable extent the hardships of 
memsalnbs harassed or deserted by their cooks 
and ayahs The missions provide ample facilities 
for the education of these people, so that not a 
few of them enter the liberal professions and dis- 
tinguish themselves in public service To the 
debit side mav be placed the epidemic of smallpox 
which thej'^ either bring from Goa or help in 
spreading in the city, being as a rule unvaccinated 
It IS strange that in spite of the ravages of that 
disease this community has not yet taken kindly 
to vaccination The Goans are staunch Roman 
Catholics and venerate the body of Saint Francis 
Xavier at Goa, in whose miracles they implicitly 
believe No wonder a large section is bigoted 
and superstitious They speak the Goanese 
language with a peculiar nasal twang 

The Mangalonans. 

Coming from Mangalore in Southern India, 
and speaking a language akin to that of the 
Goans, the Mangalonans are also Roman Catho- 
lics They have not, however, much in common 
with the Goans While the devotees of Saint 
Francis Xavier are not dissociated from the 
pleasures of wine and music, the Mangalonans 
are a sober, hard-working, and thrifty race Thev 
are often blamed for being clannish, but in a 
countrv inhabited b} people professing numerous 
faiths this IS a characteristic not exclusively of 
the Mangalonans 

The East Indians 

Paradoxical as it seems, this quiet and good- 
mannered community comes from the Western 
Coast of India, being descendants of Hindu culti- 
\ators in Salsette converted by the Portuguese to 
Christianity They still speak a corrupted Portu- 
guese dialect and haie Portuguese names As 
a class they are comparativelv fairly veil edu- 
cated, but being intensely religious they are a 
pnest-ridden community, and are staunch 
followers of the cult of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
the image of which occupies a conspicuous place 
in their homes 


The Anglo-Indians 

By no means an unimportant community the 
Anglo-Indians are descendants of earl) Europtan 
settlers who married Indian women Intil 
recently they were known as Eurasians, but owing 
to tlie offensive manner in which that term came 
to be applied, the new name w'as adopted, 
although even this does not appear to lime gnen 
general satisfaction Their pride and perplenu 
are thus vividly described by a writer 

“ Their greatest pride is that they are descended 
from Europeans They always speak of England 
as ‘ home,’ though it is a home they have never 
seen and do not know' The fair-liued among 
them style themselves Europeans, and W'lsli to be 
known as such It is a pity that many of tlicm 
are ashamed to own tliat they are of mivcd 
parentage They have studied very closely the 
snobbishness of certain real Europeans, who fre 
quently boast in their hearing of their pure dc:!cent 
and the enormous advantage of being pure Euro- 
peans For this reason there is nothing that the 
Anglo-Indian deplores more than his dark skin 
He would give anything in the world to become 
as fair as a European So strong is this weak 
ness that he is always lamenting over liis colour, 
and he attributes all his misfortunes to it He 
would rather see Ins daughter married to a low, 
vulgar European and be ill-treated afterwards than 
see her marry' one of lier own kind The Anglo- 
Indians have great disdain for the Indians, whom 
they' treat w'lth contempt ” 

Despite tins pride of European descent the 
community has remained comparatively 
in education A kind-hearted Government hi ler^ 
reserved for them appointments in the ' 

the Railway, and Telegraph Departments an 
subordinate Medical Department Hnt w* ' 
growing self-conscious Indian population t us 
ferential treatment cannot continue for ^ 

the problem of problems for the communib i 
to compete w'lth the other conimunitics m 
in its struggle for existence 



===== [Phmu Chiron --- 

PARSI TOWER OF SILENCE, BOH 



BOMBAY. 


167 


The Parsis. 


“ There are other shop-kcepeis who are named 
Coaris, and in liie Icing'dom of Cambay they call 
them Esparcis, and we, the Portuguese, call 
tliem Jews ” 

In connection with ihe histor}' of Bomba}' this 
IS the first mention of the handful of Zoroastrians 
i\ho have pla}ed the most conspicuous part m its 
transformation from a fishing hamlet to a flourisli- 
ing seaport and centre of international commerce 
It was the Portuguese ph}sician and botanist, 
Garcia da Orta, who owned the island about the 
tear 1554, who thus referred to the community 
in his GoUoquios (Conversations on the drugs and 
simples of India) True, the Portuguese of that 
period called these followers of Zoroaster Jews, 
but Garcia da Orta pointed out that they were not 
Jews but “ Gentiles who came from Persia ” 


“ When one dies,” he adds, ” they take him by 
another door and not by that they senm them- 
selves , have sepulchres where thev are laid down 
when dead, and placed there until dissolved , the^ 
look to the East, arc not circumcised, nor is it 
forbidden them to eat pork , but it is forbidden to 
eat beef And for these reasons ^ou will see that 
they are not Jews ” 

This erudite son of AUsculapius no doubt knew 
better than his contemporaries The Parsis who 
have lived in India for nearly thirteen centuries 
trace their descent from an ancestr}' that flourished 
in Persia m prehistoric days, when they brought 
“ the demons and giants ” to their knees, and 
extended their sway in every direction One of 
their earliest kings, Jamshed, was the first 
sovereign to introduce and regulate the calendar 
and to celebrate the vernal equinox, which was 
ealled Jaiw^hedi Naoroz, or the New Year’s Day 
(March 21st) Generation succeeded generation 
The famous heroes Zal, Rustom, and Sohrab, 
distinguished themselves and their community b\ 
tlieir prowess , but the crowning event m the 
histor}' of this race was reserved for the reign of 
the great king Gustasp, who flourished, according 
to some, ]n the 3'ear 1300 B C , and according to 
others many more centuries before that date It 
Was in his reign that Zoroaster, the Prophet of 
the Parsis, was born 

The Parsi scriptures are written in the A^esta 
^nguage, which bears some similarity to tiie 
oanskrit The leading idea of Zoroaster’s creed 
was monotheism, but the principle of his specula- 
tive philosoph} was dualism — the existence of two 
prinieial causes, the real world and the intellec- 
tual, and his moral philosophy was a triad of good 
'ought, good word, and good deed The Parsis 
^Id fire to be the most perfect 5 }mbol of the 
0't^ , on account of its punt} , brightness, acti- 
^tv, subtility, fecundity, and incorruptibiht} 
ciice tbe^ ]ia\e come to be regarded as firc- 
vvorsbippcrs , but Sir John Malcolm and other 
"'itorians ha\e repeatedh pointed out that that 
''' a misnomer 
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Ihe foundation of the Persian Empire was laid 
in the da\s of C}rus the Great, who flourished in 
the sixth centur} before Christ The most powerful 
potent itc of his age, he vanquished the Medians 
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and Ninevite monarchs, occupied Kashgar and 
Yarkand, subdued the whole of the Babylonian 
Empire, conquered Palestine, set the jews at 
liberty, and allowed them to establish themselves 
at Jerusalem and to rebuild their temple His 
son, Cambysses, brought Egjpt within the orbit 
of his empire, and his successor Darius pene- 
trated India as far as the Punjab, annexed the 
valley of the Indus, and established connection 
between Persia and India bj water He con- 
quered Bysantium and Macedonia and overran 
the south of Europe, but was repulsed by the 
Greeks at the battle of Marathon His son, 
Xerxes, also met with reverses at sea, although 
he was successful on land, and since that date the 
Persians never again essaj'ed the conquest of 
Greece But Shapoor, the famous Sassanian 
monarch, led an invasion of the Roman Empire 
His successor, Noshirvan, “ the Just,” obtained 
some signal victories over the Romans, but after 
him there was none to uphold the standard of 
Zoroastrianism As in the case of other great 
nations, so also with the Parsis, the luxur)’ and 
ease, born of piosperity, and internal dissensions, 
undermined the internal strength of the empire, 
and its fate was sealed by the battle of Nahavand 
m 641 A D , when the Persians suffered crushing 
defeat at the hands of the Arabs Most of tlie 
conquered people embraced Islam , a few, however, 
preferred to abandon their homes 

In the story of their exodus fact and fiction 
have been blended together , but it seems fairly 
certain that the first place in India at which they 
arrived was Diu, a small island in the Gulf of 
Cambay, on the Kathiawad Coast Here they 
lived for a few years and then migrated to Sanjan, 
where they enthroned the sacred fire Iranshah, 
whence it was removed to other places and ulti- 
mately to Udwada, where it has been kept glow- 
ing till this day 

Tradition relates that when the Parsis first set 
tlieir feet on the soil of Sanjan, they deputed their 
high priest to interview the Hindu Chief Jadi 
Rana, ivho, on being apprised of the ivoes of the 
refugees, assigned to them a tract of land on con- 
•dition that they should adopt the language of the 
'countrj^ adopt the Hindu dress, abstain from the 
slaughter of cows, and perform their marriage 
ceremonies in conformiW -with the customs 
obtaining among the Hindus Within a few 
years of their settlement in Sanjan, the Parsis 
converted the desert assigned to them into a 
garden, and as their numbers increased they 
migrated to Camba^ , '\nkleshw’ar , Surat, and 
other places throughout India, and lived on cordial 
terms w'lth their neighbours for about five 
centuries 

To the Hindus they always remained faithful 
-and assisted them against their Mahomedan foes 
On one occasion, when a Mahomedan king m- 
^aded Sanjan, about the ^ear 1305, the Parsis 
fought a sanquinarr battle under the leadership 
of their commander Ardeshir and assisted the 
Hindus m repulsing the Moslem attack 


No authentic evidence exists as to the time of 
arrival of the Parsis in Bombay, but from thefoa 
going extract from Garcia da Orta s n 

appears that before the English factors induced 
them to settle in the island, they had gone thtrt 
and distinguished themselves as a communiij c' 
shop-keepers Ihey served as middlemtn 
between the Portuguese audiorities and the natin 
population, and when tlie English amicd in 
Bombay they served them in the same capacni 
That their number must have been considcraWt 
by the middle of the seventeenth centurj is cu 
denced by the fact tliat when Fryer \isited titc 
island he saw the Tower of Silence, nliich lie 
called a Parsi tomb ” On the other side of the 
great inlet to the sea,” he remarked, “ is a great 
point, abutting against Old Woman’s Island, and 
IS called Malabai Hill , a rocky , woody mountain, 
y'Ct sends forth long grass, atop of all is a Pars 
tomb lately reared ” 

Tw'o Parsis distinguished themsehes during the 
early' day’s of the British regime — Rustom Donbji 
and Lowji Wadia In 1692 Rustom assisted vith 
a body' of Kohs to repel the invasion of the Sidi 
For this service he was appointed Patel of Bom 
bay', w’lth authority to settle domestic disputes of 
the people His son, Cowmsji, built in later ycar^ 
a tank yvhich has led to the family name hu«C 
associated with the Cowasji Patel Tank Roid 
running along the site of the tank Loyyji's name 
has been linked yyuth tlie story of the Bombay 
Dockyard In the year 1735 an agent 
East India Company’, charged w’lth the builomg 
of a new ship, induced Lowji to go from Sural to 
Bombay with his artificers to assist in the mission 
For sey'eral generations Lowqi and his dcsccnian 
were the master builders of the Dockyard 

To-day' the Parsis are undoubtedly m t ic 0 

front of all progressive movements Tlicir nun 
cal strength is only' a hundred thousand 
over India — a drop in the rnightV ocean 0 m 
varied population, w'luch numbers three m 
and thirty millions, and yet this 
mumty leads m educabon, commerce, { 

try Not only has it produeed many an c 
lawyer, physician, surgeon, arclntec , - 
tain of industry', but its sons na\c . 
guished themselves m public seryicc 
not so conspicuous to-day m politics, 
most prominent pioneers of polibca rc ^ 
Parsis— Dadabhai Naoroji, PhirorcshnU 
and Dinslia Wacha The iast-namer , 
Government has conferred the , -,4 ik 

hood, and w'ho was at one nrnent 

most uncompromising critic of 
exponent of extremism, is now I*” ^(f) tup- 

moderation, and one of the mos 
porters of Government in its polici 

reforms , taunted v 

The Parsi w'omcn arc the most (f' 

in the country, and tins is mihb 

domestic and social hfc of tne < 
all important particulars that fx-nm 

1 Ins also accounts for the foremost place 


some of tbe 
Vfff 

Mehta. 

vliom 
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by the community 111 all social mo\ements In 
clubs, receptions, ciMC functions, public exhibi- 
tions, chant) shows, etc , Parsi women come for- 
ward in large numbers to assist and embellish 
llieir dress is ler) elegant and refined Although 
It IS becoming graduall} Europeanised, it still re- 
tains Its distinguishing charm, and has ahva\s 
excited the admiration of the European Their 
beautifull) coloured silk “ sans ” wuth embroi- 
dered borders are the env) of the memsahib, and 
there is no more picturesque dress in the world to 
set off the beaut) of the feminine face and figure 
'\.t one time tlie Hindu mode of bedecking the 
necks, cars, no^es, and wrists of women w’lth 
jeweller) was the rule, now the European fashion 
of w’eanng diamond and pearl ornaments is in 
vogue Similarl) , the custom of segregating 
women away from men on ceremonial occasions is 
d)ing out, the) now mingle freel) with their male 
friends, and occuo) an independent position in 
societ) This need not be put dowm to w'estern 
ideas It only means the renaissance of the 
ancient Persian culture on the soil of India, for 
the position of Persian w'omen in ancient times 
was in no wa\ inferior to that of the Parsi 
women to-dat It is recorded in histor) that 
w’hen Amintus, Iving of Macedonia, entertained 
the Persian ambassador at his Court, the distin- 
guished Persian, m acknowdedging his toast, ex- 
pressed his regret that no ladies were present on 
the occasion as W'as the custom in his owm countr) , 
and he added that wnthout those fair companions 
the happiness of the compan) could not be 
complete 

The costume of the men has undergone a great 
metamorphosis, and it seems to obe) no law' It 
IS neither the original Iranian dress nor that 
adopted b) their ancestors m India after the 
fashion of the Hindus Fift) )ears ago man) of 
them W'ore crimson trousers, a W'hite long coat, 
and a chimney-shaped turban made of black 
glazed cloth Now' a good man) haie adopted 
the European st)le of raiment, and the old- 
fashioned ha\e abandoned the turban and the 
trousers of their forbears Thei w'ear a dagla, a 
Sort of frockcoat buttoning up to the neck, and 
trousers of the European cut The head-dress 
consists mainly of a hard, round gre) felt hat with 
rounded border, like a rimless bowder 
The full ceremonial dress hitherto consisted of 
a jnina and of white linen The jama is a 

long double-breasted coat, the lower portions 
hanging m folds to the ankle and resembling the 
gown of a European w'oman The ptchorr is a 
cog piece of cloth wound round the jama about 
the Waist Tins dress is now' out of fashion The 
ptr/ion is dispensed with and a long white coat 
docs dut\ for the jama The trousers must also 
c white for ceremonial occasions 
l^cxt to the skin both men and women wear a 
rudrif or sacred shirt, with a s^mbol affixed to it, 
•’od a ZiiJtfi, winch is a girdle made of lamb’s 
Wool This IS wound round the shirt in three folds 
Tnd IS united and tied again each time tlic\ pra) 


The process of winding the ittiii round the w'aist 
IS a reminder of the principal tenets of their re- 
ligion, w'hich are summed up m the triad of good 
thought, good w'ords, good deeds 

1 he Pars! does not smoke It is believed to be 
contrar) to the tenets of Zoroastrianism to bring 
such a pure element of Nature as fire into contact 
with the mouth, wdiich is deemed impure But 
although the habit is repugnant to the majority, 
a considerable section of tlie community is now 
seen smoking openly in raihvay trains and 
restaurants 

The w'edding ceremony of the community is 
still very much like that of the Hindus ow'ing to 
customs adopted b) long association w'lth tlie 
latter I wo priests, robed in white, chant 
pra)ers in Zend and Sanscrit At the end of the 
ceremony women do not kiss the bride, but touch 
her head and then their own, and press the half- 
clenched fingers of both hands against each 
temple, the finger-jomts emitting a crackling 
sound This is done m a graceful manner, and 
the custom signifies that all the future troubles of 
the bride are taken over their ow'n heads by the 
other W'omen 

Ihe funeral is an elaborate ceremon) On this 
occasion also two priests robed m w'hite recite 
praters The body is then consigned to W'hite- 
robed porters gloved in w'hite Their heads and 
mouths are also covered with w'hite cloth They 
carr) the body on an iron bier ahead of the cortege 
The mourners, dressed in white, follow' on foot, 
m pairs, each couple holding a handkerchief 
between them as a svmbol of union in silent 
s^mpathy as the) march along to the Tower of 
Silence After they arrive there the earners only 
are allow'ed to approach the place w'here the body 
IS deposited, exposed to the vultures hovering 
around them The mourners remain standing at 
a distance and disperse after the last pra)ers 

Bomba^ ow'es a good deal of her prospent) to 
the abiliU , enterprise, and public spirit of the 
Parsis, but the quaht) for which the commumt) 
IS mosth esteemed is its liberality They haA'e 
freel) gnen for +he education and medical relief 
of the poor and middle classes of the population 
Numerous public institutions ow'e their origin to 
the large-hearted donations of the Parsis, so that 
the name Parsi is held throughout India as a 
s\non)m for philanthrop% 

Street Scenes and Impressions 

India is perhaps the most cosmopolitan country 
in the world, and Bombni its most cosmopolitan 
cit\, displaiing wnthin its circuit of about 25 miles 
an infinite \ariet) of human t)pes not to be found 
on so small a space in an^ other part of the world 
Here, if an\ where East meets with West Here 
!<; English life, residences of the European t\pe. 
churche- and clnpels, colleges and libraries, clubs 
and gimkhnnas, restaurants and hotels jetties 
and wharies custom-houses and lav courts 
electric trams and motor buses groees and 
gardens swimming baths and recreation grounds 
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theatres and public halls, beautiful avenues, clean 
and smooth thoroughfares — everything, m brief, 
associated with the cities in the West In close 
juxtaposition is the native town where people of 
every shade of the Asiatic stock are seen herded 
in hundreds to the acre in tall, ill-ventilated houses 
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lining on both sides narrow, winding, and squalid 
streets Here is seen the flotsam and jetsam of 
society drifting with the tide of urban life in a 
variety of directions Here are naked children 
squatting in unpaved and unmetalled streets, the 
mother, perchance, busy preparing cow-dung 
cakes, and the father, a weaver, is twirling his 
green and amber wool on a hand loom in a dark, 
smoke-begrimed room m a hovel opposite 
Ever} where in the native quarters the nostrils are 
assailed by horrible smells despite the fragrance 
of spicy lahahs and and roasted liver 
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Here comes a pretty fruit-seller, a belle from the 
Deccan, balancing her basket of mangoes and 
bananas on her head She is followed b} another 
j^jiwj^cr pushing his hand-cart loaded with half- 
rotten fruits, plantains and oranges, melons and 
manq-oes, q-rapes and pears, walnuts and znrdaloa^, 
lnjv'= and /I'H'is He shouts his wares at the top 
of his ^olce, and abo\e all the noise and clamour 


of this busy thoroughfare 15 heard also the ue' 
come call of tlie blessed milkman, carrjin^ a 
bluish-white liquid in a brass-pot stuffed \nit 
straw to prevent the milk from spilling Farthe. 
along IS the sweetmeat seller singing the prai^cj 
of his malinira, wheat-cakes, and jalebi, a sort of 
sweetened macaroni, both supposed to ha\e beui 
fried in gin (butter) but smelling of oil ^ext 
comes the itinerant lalnve-ivallah or coffee seller, 
mostly of Arab or Egyptian origin, carping in 
one hand a large number of coffee-cups litlol 
within each other, and in the other hand is a 
portable stove on wdiich is balanced his tin keltk 
From the opposite direction comes the\endorof 
c/iali gaiavi (hot tea) He can ob\ioush blov 
hot and cold, for, with the tea kettle, he camcs 
bottles of sherbet (cold drinks) and cans of la 
cream Within a distance of ten yards nia\ bt 
found half a dozen fakirs chanting praters or rc 
citing in doleful tones the pathetic ston of their 
starving seh^es In this country of hvpersensitne 
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clemency and hyperbolic piety, begging i^ r 
to a fine art, and it is no exaggeration to 
there is not a beggar in Bomba} that start 
in a comer are ttvo men crouching m t 'C 
the side of the tvall of a house abutting ° 
street One is the mastei of the house, n< ^ 
the waist, while the other is his barber, 
able young representative of his gu' 
robe and turban The whole toilet is P if, 
full vietv of the neighbours and put 

nrni 


n luii view ui lijc - . 

idiom the spectacle of the razor p« ^ 
lerely over the chin but oter the , 

'its as w'ell, IS an operation wdiich is 'c 
tnd who IS the tall person bnArt 

arrow lane wuth a c!umnet-s lapr” 
alanced on his head^ He lo il" 

r sweeper, wdio is making one 0 n ,1,;. 

ight-soil dep6t The house gm } . ,1, pitli irf 

alaUhnrt has emerged, is reeking ' ; 1 ' 

•arbage In fact, the entire street 1 ^ ■ 

emnants of food and other r , ' ppi ah' 
ats feed Cats in deplorable con i/rnt*- '' , 

le thresholds and aerandahs, cow 
ed to the railings, and dogs fight 



BOMBAY. 


odds and ends of garbage IJiere are also a few 
stra} cattle nosing hungnh amongst the refuse 
of tlie street, unheeded by an) and heedless of 
the trafhc 

Such IS Bombay, the capital of the Western 
Presidenc), the e)e of India, one of the most im- 
pressive cities in the Orient — a city of vast and 
amazing contrasts, sa^agery and civilisation in 
close juxtaposition , po\ erty and plent^ , beauty 
and ugliness, piety and sinfulness mixing and 
blending so completel) as to present a curious 
spectacle of homogeneit) In the main arteries 
of the cit) are seen people in the most primitive 
stage of cnihsation rubbing shoulders with t)pes 
of all nations — an unsurpassed ^arlety of human 
beings, vhite and brown, )ellow and black, their 
costumes var}ing from the frock-coat to the loin- 
cloth Bewildering as is the medley of these 
people, the faiths to ^^hlch they scrupulousl) sub- 
scribe are no less varied Hinduism with its many 
sub-diMsions, iMahomedanism in its different 
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forms. Jainism, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, and 
last, but not the least, Christianit) in its Western 
and Eastern garb, for in Bomba^ Indians of all 
the castes ha\e been con%erted to ChrIStlanlt^ b) 
the prosehtizing zeal of the Jesuits and Francis- 
cos e\er since St George’s Cross was raised o\er 
Bomba\ Castle 

I’^one can beat the SoJnb in the estimation of the 
multitude, his topee, or hat, being the emblem of 
pomp and power Besides almost all t}pes of 
Europeans, including soldiers and sailors, there is 
the Europeanised Parsi, who presents a M\id con- 
t^mst to his orthodox co-religionist clad in long 
nek coat and western trousers and a shining 
black oilcloth mitre The Bomba^ Mahomedan 
"*th his long white shirt, white trousers, and 
'^kull-cap of brocade, is e\er\ where Picturesque 
"'re the Khoja w ith his gold turban and long coat 
''ad trousers, the Mogul horsedealer from Persia, 
"'Ui his high A,strakhan cap , the Arab from S\na 
'a his Biblical costume , the tall Pathan from Balu- 
ustan in the baggiest of trousers , Afghans and 
akrnnis distinguished not b^ their costume but 
" their ph\siognom\ TIic Borah with his long 
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tvhite coat and trousers and white turban and 
flowung beard, resembles the Parsi priest, but is 
by faith a staunch Mussulman There are also 
the Abyssinian and the Somali negroes, clad in 
striped Avaist cloth or in long white shirt and red 
fez Differing altogether in features and apparel 
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are the Hindus of different castes in \ar)ing garb, 
including the corpulent Bania from Gujarat, clad 
in a long coat and elJioti (a soft cloth w'ound round 
the w'aist), his forehead besmeared wuth red paint 
and his head decked wuth a rich red turban , the 
sleek Hindu, from the north of India, in soft 
muslin, the long-haired Rajput wuth Hellenic 
features and stateh beard parted in the middle, his 
head ornamented wuth a turban consisting of a 
score of )ards of fine w'hite muslin and his manly 
figure bedecked with necklaces and ear-rings, the 
Mahratta wuth his crowm clean-shaven sa^e for a 
solitary central lock of hair hanging over his 
shoulders Then there is the man from Bengal, 
the land of the most learned sons of the Orient, 
bareheaded all the \ ear round, wrapped in the 
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proud folds of a white inc/a akin to the garb 

of the ancient Roman senators There are also to 
be seen Jew in long robes and mantles, ilieir dress 
half Persian, half Moorish, and Armenian priests 
with flowing robes and beards Meing with the 
Portuguese clergs in the grn\it\ of their garb 
In Bombas, too, are Chinese and Japanese in 
European attire Mila\s m English jackets and 
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loose turbans, Turks of majestic mien, and Tartars 
from Bokhara and Samarcand m tall sheep-skm 
caps and woollen gabardines 

There is no -purdah in this modern city, and the 
variety of its women-folk is even more interesting 
Here, for instance, are Memon and Khoja women 
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in luita (shirt) and ^^ar (trousers) of varied 
colours, with dark blue sheets used as veils, and 
Hindu women in exquisite sarees and 
cholxs (jackets with short sleeves) The latter 
wear necklaces of gold beads , bangles of glass or 
gold or silver are on their arms and ankles, and 
costly rings adorn not only their fingers but noaes 
and toes Most impressive of all are the Parsi 
ladies their brilliantly coloured sarees of silk 
arranged over the head like a veil and brought 
over the right shoulder, across the bosom, faUing 
artistically in folds to the feet Graceful is the 
eait of these belles of difterent races, including 
the English ladies in the latest Pans and London 
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fashions, but no less graceful is the trot of the 
tieht-girt and flower-decked Koh woman as sh 
hfes tf the market vith her head-load of glistening 

fit;h hroufflit fresh from the sea 

Into the kaleidoscope comes the impetuous 

Trfal .h=°..reets, and feels, .bercfore, 


entitled to play havoc with the pedestnan tralfc 
as he pleases 

So ever flows the flood tide of humanitj in tli» 
streets of the wonderful city 

The cosmopolitan crowd represents e\cn 
community, every caste, ever} profession, eierv 
creed of almost every nation in the world Dui 
mg a short time spent in only one of the tliorouijli 
fares of Bombay scenes may be witnessed which 
justify the remarks made nearly a centurj ago b\ 
Basil Hall in his Fiagjnents of Voyages “ I think 
It may be said with truth that we can see nothing 
in China, or Java, or the Philippine Islands, or 
along the Malay Peninsula, or even in the interior 
parts of India, any single caste, or dress, or 
custom, or form of superstition, or anjthingclsc 
belonging peculiarly to Eastern manners, which 
we may not witness at Bombay in as genuine and 
apparently unsophisticated a condition as on the 
spot to which it properly belongs In twcnl) 
minutes’ walk through the bazaar of Bombai nw 
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eMstence ano acquisition of territories and the 
problems of consolidation of conquered territories 
and formation of systems of administration suit- 
able to the conditions obtaining in the country 
left them very little time for the humanising duties 
of the State The early history of education in 
Bombay is, therefore, mainly a record of eflorts of 
indigenous schools and seminaries conducted by 
Christian missionaries 

The teachers of indigenous schools held their 
classes m the verandahs of houses , children 
squatted on the floor , slates and pencils were as 
great novelties as chairs and tables A small 
portable wooden board did duty for slate, and on 
tins the pupil traced letters of the alphabet and 
numerals with a reed pen dipped in chalky fluid 
According to the Bomhay City Gazetce) , “ the 
Mehetaji (school master) exercised unlimited 
power within his own domain Not only did he 
oblige his elder pupils to sweep the school 
premises every morning, but in cases of mis- 
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behaviour he subjected the bo}^s to several most 
ingenious modes of punishment, such as standing 
in a bent position for an hour with their fingers 
touching their toes 

The arrival of a new pupil was the occasion of a 
regular initiation ceremon} , in which the Mehetaji, 
after having been garlanded at the house of the 
bo\ ’s parents, headed a procession back to the 
school, amid the chanting of hjmns to Ganesh, 
the god of knowledge This was follow'cd by the 
distribution of inkstands and sw^eetmeats to the 
pupils, w'ho obseiw'ed the remainder of the day as 
a holiday In these indigenous schools onlj the 
rudimentar\ instruction in the vernaculars was 
?i\en During the Portuguese regime the Fran- 
ciscan fathers maintained several seminaries 
attaclied to churches for catechism and elementar\' 
instruction m agriculture and other industrial 
"ork Colleges for higher education w'ere also 
established be the Portuguese in se\eral important 
centres, such as Bassein and Thana, one of which 
'Uood on the \ergc of tlie Malum coconut woods 
in Bombac 


On the expulsion of the Portuguese by the 
Mahrattas m 1739 and the suppression of the 
Catholic orders, these seminaries and orphanages 
were broken up Onl}^ the parish schools sur- 
vived and were carried on by the clergy with the 
aid of private subscriptions After the cession of 
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the island to the English, a charity school w^as 
opened by the Reverend Richard Cobbe, chaplain 
of St Thomas’ Church, for “ educating poor 
(European) children in the Christian religion, 
according to the use of the Church of England ” 
Not a single school w'as established by Govern- 
ment for the education of the children of the in- 
habitants of the island However, missionary 
workers soon came forw^ard to supply this w'ant, 
the pioneers in the field being the American 
Mahratta Mission, who arrived in Bombay in 1813 
and opened in 1815 a Hindu boys’ school — the 
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first school conducted on modern lines in this part 
of India In the same }ear was founded the Bom- 
ba} Education SocieU It did not confine its 
efforts to the education of European children 
Indian bo\s were encouraged to attend schools 
The Church Missionary Society and the Scottish 
Missionary Societv soon followed, and the schools 
maintained by them imparted an impetus to the 
general mo\cmcnt for the education of the masses 
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which g-ave rise to aspirations for higher educa- 
tion 

In 1S27, when the popular Governor of Bombay, 
Mountstuart Elphinstone, relinquished the reins 
of office, the princes and people of India raised 
large sums of money for perpetuating his memory 
by the foundation of professorships for the higher 
education of the youth of the country This was 
the origin of the Elphinstone Institution, which 
was placed under the control of a Board of Educa- 
tion This Board shared with the missionaries 



QPhoto Clifton and Co 


HIGH COURT, BOMBAY. 

from Europe and America the entire burden of 
education in the city down to the year 1855, when 
the Directors of the East India Company at last 
realised that one of their most sacred duties was 
the supply of the means, as far as in them lay, of 
“ conferring upon the natives of India those vast 
moral and material blessings which flow from the 
general diffusion of useful knowledge and which 
India may, under Providence, derive from her con- 
nection with England ” For the attainment of 
this object they constituted a Department of 
Public Instruction It controlled primary educa- 
tion in Bomba)’^ till the formation in the year 1888 
of Joint Schools Committee, composed of repre- 
sentatives of Government and of the Municipal 
Corporation of Bombay The joint representation 
was done away with in 1897, so that now the 
Schools Committee of Bombay is a purely 
municipal bodv 

The Board of Education had prepared the way 
for a University, which was established m 1857 
The University senate consists of the Chancellor, 
who IS the Governor of Bombav for the time being, 
the Vice-Chancellor, who is appointed periodical!) 
by the Governor-in-Council from among the 
Fellows The entrance to the University is by 
the matriculation examination, wffiich is open to 
candidates from schools recognised by the Univer- 
sit) After matriculation none can present him- 
self for any Unnersit) examination unless he 
has gone through a prescribed course of stud) at 
a college affiliated to the UnnersiU Affiliation 
and recognition are accorded b^ Goiernment act- 
ing on reports and information received b) them 
from the senate 

The most important educational institutions are 
the Elphinstone College, conducted h\ the Educa- 


tional Department of Government, St \a\1er5 
College, maintained by the members of jf. 
Society of Jesus, and Wilson College, supportui 
by the Scottish Mission These are all aru 
leges Government also maintains the Sjdenhani 
College of Commerce, the Grant Medical Collin 
and a Government Law School It likewise main’ 
tains the Poona Agricultural College and iht j 
College of Science, Poona, which are largel) re 
sorted to by students from Bombay who desire to i 
qualify themselves for the degrees in agnculture 
and civil engineering Many a commission has 
been appointed and many a reform introduced lo 
improve the system of education , but while re 
markable progress has been made in the sphere of 
higher education, the bulk of the population n 
still illiterate Female education is still in it^ 
initial stage There is no doubt that Go\emmcnt 
has so far adopted a parsimonious policy m thi' 
respect The principle of free and compulson 
education has only just been accepted, and i(? 
application will take many years 

Climate 

The climate of Bombay is fairly equable There 
are marked diiferences in temperature about sun 
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rise and sunset, but the changes 
“ variability ” of temperature arc 
The extreme effects of temperature arc r 
b) the sea-breezes continuous!) c’ 

island and the presence of large 
aqueous vapour in the pjin'T' 

proximity of the sea, however ren ,1 ^ 
relaxing Even during the iF 

comparative!) cold and dr) winds , ^ Tf 
land, it IS more relaxing than pfold— 

dnision of the \ear into seasons i*? ~ 

dr) and the wet season, according m 
Icnce of the north-east and south-wc 
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from October to April and j\Iay to September re- 
spectnel}' The south-west monsoon bursts 
between the ist and the 15th of June, accompanied 
b\ storms of some violence These disturbances, 
especially those which in June and October mark 
the incoming- and receding currents, are known as 
the Ehphantas This name was origmall}' given 
b^ the Portuguese to violent storms occurring at 
the end of the monsoon, taking the name from 
Jiatliei/a, the 13th lunar asterism, connected with 
Bat/n, an elephant For several da\ s preceding 
these storms, generall}^ during the afternoon, the 
eastern and south-eastern skies become lurid with 
thunder clouds As night approaches, the clouds 
keep up fitful discharges of lightning, which in- 
crease in intensit} and nearness, until after a few 
da^s such conditions are determined as culminate 
m a storm There is usualh a light wind in the 
beginning, and the lower strata of the air become 
highh saturated with moisture The depth of this 
disturbance is comparatn elj great, and the verti- 
cal temperature gradient becomes \ ery steep 
throughout this zone of disturbance The atmo- 
sphere becomes thoroughly unstable There is a 
Molent rush upwards of heated air fulh saturated 
With moisture, which, as it ascends, displaces the 
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The clock on this tower is fitted with a sw-ectlj -chiming peal 
m sixteen bells These pla> sixteen different tunes which 
change automaticalli four times a daj 

cooler and drier air abo\e "When this inter- 
change takes place through a sufficient depth to 
carr\ a large quantity of the low'cr surface air to 
1 definite height where the prevailing temperature 
js below dew-point, sudden condensation occurs 
he resulting ram and c\aporation cool tlie central 
portion of the distu^-bed area, and the conditions 
’cre are suddenh re\erscd The air in the central 
ccgions now being denser descends, while c\cry- 
" 'ire eke around the area the currents are ascend- 
'"S" Os before The ad\ent cf the storm is for this 


reason heralded by a small rise of the barometer 
and of temperature The wind now increasing 
rapidly in strength, comes with a rolling motion 
dow'nw'ards and outwards, and the storm bursts 
in earnest over Bomba}^ bringing with it hea-yj' 
show'ers of rain 

The mean annual temperature is 79° 6 The 
coldest month in the year is January with a tem- 
perature of 73° 9, wffiile May is the w'armest with 
a mean temperature of 84° 7 During the hot 



[Photo Clifton and Co 


HINDU MONKEY TEMPLE, BOMBAY 

da}s of April and iMav, until the south-west 
monsoon bursts m June, boils and prickly heat 
trouble man} The monsoon is a healthy season, 
but in August malaria becomes prevalent, and 
lasts until October Ihe period during November 
to February is the healthiest of the year 

On the whole Bombay is not an unhealthy citv 
The periodical epidemics, such as smallpox, 
cholera, and influenza haA^e become rarer, and the 
mortalit} is about thirty per thousand, a figure 
wdiich compares very favourably wuth other 
tropical countries fins is due to great impro\e- 
ments made during the British occupation Before 
that the climatic conditions of the island w'ere so 
deadh that in 16S9, wdien the ReA"- John Omngton 
arriA’^ed m Bombay, the island seemed to him to be 
“ no more than a parish graACAard ” Of the 
tw'ent}-tA\o soldiers AA'ho sailed AAith him, tAvent} 
died before the rams ceased, and of the ship’s 
compan} fifteen No AA'onder he AAWote “ As the 
ancients gaA’^e the epithet of fortunate to some 
islands in the ^Vest, because of their delightfulness 
and health, so the moderns ma}, in opposition to 
them, denominate BombaA the unfortunate one in 
the East, because of the antipathA it bears to these 
tAAo qualities ” 

The causes of such unhealthiness haAc been 
gradual!} rcmoAcd and to-daA, barring certain 
insanitarA areas, BombaA again bids fair to he 
a illin dn hoa ^tda (the island of good life) 

Cotton IndustrA 

Herodotus is hclieAcd to be the first writer aaIio 
refers to cotton “ The} posses:; a plant,” he 
saAs while writing of India, " which instead of 
fruit produces aaooI of a finer and better quahk 
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than that of sheep, of this Indians make their 
clothes” , and when Alexander had become master 
of Persia and descended the Indus to the sea, his 
Admiral reported that there were m India trees 
bearing, as it were, flocks or bunches of wool, and 
that the natives made of this wool garments of 
surpassing whiteness, or else their black com- 
plexions made the material whiter than any other 
But the history of cotton spinning and weaving in 
India goes farther back to the mists of remote 
antiquity Indian mytholog}' speaks of gods and 
goddesses who wore woven garments , and con- 
sidering the climate of the country, it may be sur- 
mised that the stuff used for the clothing was 
cotton 

Fact and fable are intertwined in the story of the 
cotton plant ‘‘At a ver}^ remote period the 
cotton plant or tree grew in the country then 
known as Scythia, or Tartary, and the inhabi- 
tants used the fleecy fibres to weave the materials 
for clothing The knowledge of this remarkable 
vegetable production spread to regions where the 
plant was not known, and as the story travelled it 
gathered the fiction of a lamb that grew on a tree 
The lamb had fleece, from which Eastern people 
wove their clothing One version ’’Stated that 
when the seed pods burst ooen there appeared 
little lambs covered with fleecy cotton, while 
another version stated that a genuine flesh and 
blood lamb grew on the top of a short stem, which 
was flexible enough to allow the animal to feed 
on the grass within its reach ” Sir John Mand- 
ville carried this tale to England in the fourteenth 
century on his return from his Eastern travels He 
said he had not only seen but had eaten of the 
animal “ From that land men go towards the 
land of Becheria,” he added, ‘‘ where are very 
civil and cruel people In that land are trees that 
bear wool, as though it were of sheep, whereof 
man makes clothes and all things that are made 
of wool In that country and man)" others beyond 
and also in many on this side men sow the seeds 
of cotton ” 

When Columbus set out in 1492 to find a sea 
passage to India he discovered in one of the 
Bahama Islands that cotton )arn was made and 
offered in barter At Cuba he found the people 
clothed in cotton, and in Mexico, Pizarro, and 
Cortege, the inhabitants were likewise garmented 
in cotton, having neither flax, silk, nor wool 

From the remotest times India has acquired the 
reputation for her cotton goods, which constituted 
one of her oldest exports When Eg}pt built her 
pvramids and Khalifa Harun-Al-Rashid w^ent his 
nocturnal rounds in Bagdad, the Dacca weavers 
were bus} making their beautiful muslins, re- 
nowned throughout the wmrld for their fineness 
One of the ways of testing their fineness was to 
pass a whole piece, 20 \ards in length and i aard 
in width, through the small aperture of an ordi- 
nara sized finger ring 

When the East India Compana commenced their 
career of commerce in India, little dreaming that 
traders ba design thca were going to be rulers bv 


accident, cotton goods formed the principal item 0' 
their business A letter from the Surat facto, 
to Bombay, dated November 4, 1676, throwc in 
teresting light on this question so far as it cor 
cerns Bombay 

‘‘ We are assured if you and }our brokers there 
would be as industrious as you ought in inutini; 
and encouraging aveavers to settle with lou, tha't 
manufacture of calicoes avould be increased much 
more than it is We desire you, therefore, ^cn 
ously and earnestly to take this affair into 
your consideration, and to use all just mein- 
possible to invite and encourage weai ers of nil 
sorts to inhabit on the island We gi\c lou 
notice that it is the Company’s particular dircc 
tions to us to procure as many (hniffn wcaicrsto 
settle on the island as we can in regard to thr 
commodity in request, to w'hom also we would 
have you procured as many pantka w'ea\ers as\ou 
can, for they will also be necessan' For jour 
better supply of cotton yarn for the keepinfj tlu 
said weavers at work we shall send jou downb 
the lloiqli a considerable portion of Rajapurjam, 
which wall be with you in a few days after receipt 
of this letter, whereof wdiat is proper to be dr 
hvered out to the w'cavers for the making of im 
sort of calicoes fit for Europe w'e ivould 
so disposed of and the remainder be solo to in 
Company’s best advantage ” 

Thus by the end ot the seventeenth centun a 
regular hand industry had been established nc 
Company imported silk and cotton, wliicli fbC) 
distributed to the w'eavers, who w'cre paid pafi ' 
in cash and partly in rice The Bombay | 
having earned much repute, the Council at I'tj 
was directed in 1735 by the Compani to persinf 
weavers from Gujarat to settle in Bombaj ^ ^ 
Vances of money were made to them, and liou i 
were specially' built for them Basscin wcau ^ 
were also induced to migrate to Bombm m 
for the manufacture of goods suited to 
of Jeddah and other ports Thus r ^ 

leaps and bounds the exports of cotton nn 
tures from India The business, ..'1 

tamed a set-back in the middle of the ‘ ^ 
century' when England began the manu . 
her ow'n cloth With the nd tl- 

threw India absolutely' m the F,|i,q d 

export of cotton manuflicturcs from ^ 

England began to decline In the , i,<| 
monopoly' of the East India Compan\ w 1 

and the ports of India were 
English merchants By' this time 
had become quite insignificant, inip^'‘ 

tccti\e duties of 70 and 80 P^*" , '' -mifnctu ' 

in Great Britain on cotton and si n'lcofg"^'* 
from India, and the export of some ' ,t. 

was absolutely' prohibited i ^^^art to tb*' 

measure was considered to go e a ' 

industry' in England, it practica pf' 

India’s exports m these „ T u,c In''' 

goods and -varn now began to 
markets, and Lancashire P^f B/ " 
the supply for more than half a cc 
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enormous imports of these goods gave the Indian Tlie progress m mill building for the first decade 
mercantile community the impetus to start its own was rapid But with the outbreak of the Civil 

mill industrj' War in America in 1861, the consequent abnormal 

The idea of starting a cotton-spinning factor)' m demand for Indian cotton and the fabulous 

Bombay originated in 1S51 with a Parsi merchant, prices it fetched in the British markets, a satur- 

Cawasji Nanabhoy Daver He corresponded with nalia of speculation set in Merchants, bankers, 

Platt Brothers and Co , of Oldham, who were brokers, traders, invested their money or specu- 

only too pleased to encourage the project, and to lated in cotton The value of cotton exports, esti- 

offer adxice and suggestions concerning the mated in i860 at 5J millions, rose to 80 millions 

machinery required for spinning Indian cotton during the five )ears of the American "War The 
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Plans and estimates vere prepared for a mill of 
20,000 spindles, and on Februan 22 , 1S54, there 
vas formed and inaugurated the Bomba\ Spinning 
and WeaMng Compan^ , which opened its mill — the 
first in India — in 1858 Within three } ears the tall 
cliininets of half a dozen more factories towered 
abo\c the surrounding buildings m the cit) Thus 
onibat , w hich had long been the Lu erpool of the 
ast, now became or promised to be the 
Manchester as well 

Prom this period the foundations of the 
Prospcnu of the cit) as a centre of trade and 
in ustr\ were laid, and its subsequent growth and 
'■anccment has been large!) due to the enterprise 
tic pioneers of the cotton industn, who were 
moMlx Parsis 

M 


Cit) was the richer for it b\ 75 millions sterling, 
and embarked on \arious projects for the forma- 
tion of banking and financing associations, press 
and shipping companies Of these the most notori- 
ous was the Back Ba) Reclamation scheme The 
public went craz\ o\er it and paid Rs 25,000 for a 
share of the nominal \alue of Rs 4,000 But 
with the cessation of the American War came the 
crash The price of Indian cotton fell with amaz- 
ing rapidit\, bringing with it a slump in the prices 
of other securities and the failure and insohenct 
of indniduals and institutions who were rolling in 
wealth dunng the gidd\ da\s of the share mania 
But within a few )ears conditions were stabilised 
so tJiat between 1870 and 1875 nearh 15 additional 
cotton factories were started Thic rate of pro- 
gress V as maintained until the )ear 1S95 when 
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there were 70 mills in Bombay Since then, how- 
ever, the progress has been slow, partly owing to 
the prevalence of plague m the city and partly 
owing to the competition with Japan, who had 
commenced building her own mills and had become 
a formidable rival m the Chinese markets With 
the outbreak of the World War in 1914 there was 
a cessation of shipments of machinery from Lanca- 
shire to India This put a complete stop to mill 
building in Bombay Only one new mill was 
erected between 1915 and 1925, but large exten- 
sions were made during the period, and the num- 
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ber of spindles and looms substantially increased 
The early post-war conditions were most favour- 
able to the Bombay mills Record profits were 
made which reached their zenith in 1921 From 
that time reaction set in, and to-day the mill- 
owners are having an anxious time 

Sweet, however, are the uses of adversity The 
decline in profits compelled the mill-owners to 
spin higher counts and weave a greater variety of 
cloth and to improve generally the production of 
their mills The old concerns that had been work- 
ing at a disadvantage for want of weaving and 
other machinery were renovated with looms and 
finishing plants and other modern improvements 
and processes, and the new mills were equipped 
with the most up-to-date machinery ToAiay 
therefore, the Bombav cotton mills can stand com- 
parison in their general equipment and manufac- 
turing resources \\ ith their Lancashire contem- 
poraries The same cannot, hove\er, be said of 
labour or management A good deal remains to 
be done for the improAement of labour, %\hich is 
notoriousU inefficient 


The Harbour. 

“ I see the best port Your Majesty possesses 
India, with which that of Lisbon is not to be cor 
pared, treated as of little value by the Portu^uv 
themselves ” 

This was the pathetic plaint of the Viccro) 1 
Goa, Antonio de Mtllo de Castro, to the Kuif i 
P ortugal, D Aftonso VI On him developed t) 
unpleasant duty of handing over possession oft! 
Island of Bombay to the English in pursuance ( 
the compact of marriage between King Chari 
II and Infanta Catherina of Portugal, and 1 
tried every device to put off the transfer Howcici 
he had to yield at last to the peremptor) orders r 
the King “ I confess at the feet of \oi: 
Majesty,” he obsen^ed, ” that only the obcdicm 
I owe Your Majesty as a vassal could have force 
me to this deed, because I foresee the grei 
troubles that from this neighbourhood will rcsiii 
to the Portuguese ” Then came tiie proplieti 
warning “ India will be lost on the same dai ni 
which the English nation is settled in Bombaj ” 

From the earliest times when the Phccnicui 
sailors and Babylonian traders, the Arab pirait 
and the Chinese merchants, anchored in thencigli 
bourhood of the Silahara capital, the capacih ant 
safety of the harbour have Impressed the sea 
rovers of all nations most favourably So open, '( 
spacious, and at the same time so secure, is thi 
bay, so smooth is the water, and such a fine iei 
breeze blows during the greater part of the da', 
that the smallest boats ply in it witli safety Bcini; 
easy of access and egress, affording cvccllcnl 
anchoring ground and admirably adapted for 
docks of every' description, the harbour pos^cw' 
every desideratum of a great seaport Its cariic't 
description is that given by Antonio Bocarro, 
Records-keeper of India and Clironicler in lu’ 
Under the heading ‘‘ Description of the Bar an 
Port of Mombaim,” he described the port a' 
follows , 

“ Mombaim is a broader and deeper rner 
any in this State of His Majestv h Bes ci ' 
leagues to the south of Bassein and to , 

of Chaul This river is of salt-water, Ihmi 
which many' rivers and creeks from tin c 
disembogue into the sea There arc no 
banks, shoals, or shallows, except a 
which juts out from the land-point 
and extends half a league to the sea , 
under rocks, and though shghtlv \isi 
begins on land, it soon conceals itself 3 

and runs shallow for half a league, so ^ ^ 

vessel fails to take heed is sure to ^ 

It This river of Mombaim is 

at the entrance, but soon narrows i 

though not much Coming from " 

the bar one must steer nortli-eastv a > , 

clear of the seaside from the isle m ( 

and sail at the depth of eight fatho 

middle of the canal ” . {' 

” A fine large port where one can ■ , 

ail winds,” was the description T” 

1666 bv the Dutch traveller Bnldoc 
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French traveller Dellon, who followed him, also 
praised it as “ one of the safest in the world, pro- 
vided } ou are well acquainted with the situation of 
the place to avoid the rocks ”, and Frj^er, m 
1675, described it as ” a vast indented circum- 
ference which IS able to contain a thousand of the 
vast ships of Europe in safe harbour from wind 
and weather ’ ’ 

” The harbour is one of the finest in the world,” 
wrote Forbes about the year 1770, “ accessible 
at all seasons and affording a safei anchorage 
during the tempestuous monsoons The merchants 
carry on a trade with all piincipal seaports and 
interior cities of the Peninsula of India, and extend 
their commerce to the Persian and Arabian Gulfs, 
the coast of Africa, Malacca, China, and the 
Eastern Islands ” 

The harbour is a deep arm of the sea between 
the Island of Bombay and the mainland about 12 
miles long, from 4 to 6 miles wide, and covers an 
area of about 70 square miles The bottom gene- 
rally consists of mud The general depth vanes 
from 3i to 6 fathoms The mean range of tide is 
13 9 feet The harbour contains several islands, 
rocks, and shoals, and its shores are indented by 
numerous bays and islets Southward lies Kenery 
Island to the opposite point of the mainland, to 
the west also extends Kenery Island to the float- 
ing light, and thence to Malabar Point , to north- 
ward IS Hog Island to Trombay village, and from 
Ae south-west point of Trombay Island to Sewn 
Fort, and to the east is situated Nocar Point 
across the entrance of the Amba River to the 
entrance south of Karanja Island, and from the 
northern point of Karanja Island to the north-west 
point of Hog Island The port is under the con- 
trol of the Port Trustees, and the management of 
P°*'ti pilotage, and docks is vested in a Port 
otticer, under whom there are several dock- 
masters, harbour-masters, master pilots, and 
licensed pilots 

V, formidable creeks run inland from the 
arbour The Dharamtar Creek extends from 
ansa Islet eastward for 3-| miles, and affords 
^ochorage for small ships at its mouth The 
1 Creek opens into the northern part of the 
runs for ten miles from the village 
o rombav to Thana town It has a width of a 
^ ™ ^ ^ half, which gradually narrows as Thana 

p ^PP''oached At the entrance to the Dharamtar 
- - j Kansa, or Gull Islet The other 

j ands With which the harbour is studded are 

- paranja Island, consisting of two hills and an m- 

valley , Cross or Gibbet Island, situated 
^ opposite the Victoria Dock, on the eastern 
V ^ rocks, with shoals extending 

^ south of It, Butcher’s Island, situated 

oiiles north-east of Croos Island, and con- 
barracks, store-houses, and a cemetein , 
'J’’ ^ Island, whicii lies one mile east of 

‘ - Hoa T*! '' consists of two lulls and 

( Ele 1 hmg three-quarters of a mile east of 

Outside the harbour, but within the 
milts, he the islands of Hcner\ and Kener\ 

>' M - - - 


The principal reefs of the harbour are The 
Karanja Reef, extending two miles west of 
Karanja Island , the Cola Reef, opposite the Vic- 
toria Bunder , the Cross Island Reef, which lies 
immediately north of the South Channel beacon, 
opposite the Victoria Terminus of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway , and the Butcher Big Reef, 
separated from the Butcher’s Island by a narrow 
channel 

Among the chief shoals may be mentioned the 
Colaba Shoal, extending from opposite the Prong’s 
Reef for three miles along the east side of Colaba 
the Middle Ground Shoal, which lies north-east 
of the Dolphin Rock and two miles from the Sunk 
Rock, and has near its centre a rocky islet, about 
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40 ft high, surmounted by a battery, the Flag- 
staff Shoal, nearly opposite the Custom House 
and north-west of the Middle Ground Shoal , and 
the Elephanta Spit, a shoal of mud running in a 
north-easterly direction from the north end of the 
Elephanta Island 

The chief rocks w’hich arrest the attention of 


the navigator in these wmters are the Sunk Rock, 
on w'hich a lighthouse stands, situated to the 
south-east of Colaba Point, and divided by a 
narrow channel from the Colaba Shoal, Oyster 
Rock, surmounted b^ a batteiwq lying nearly 
opposite to Pilot Bunder, about half a mde from 
the shore. Nigger’s Head Rock, l3ing south-west 
of the Ojster Rock and covered b\ one foot of 
w'ater, the Dolphin Rock, a small rocky shoal 
canning a lighthouse, parth iisible at low' water, 
and I3 ing a mile and a half north-east of the Sunk 
Rock, the Apollo Spit, or Falkland Rock, hmg 
just off the southern extremit3 of that island,* the 
Bamade Rock, on the west side of the channel 
dnidmg Elephanta and Hog Islands, and marked 
h^ a black pillar thirtr feet high , and the Valet 
Shelf, a rockr patch cloce to the foreshore on the 
north of Prince’s Dock 
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to 26 feet, and Alexandra Dock, 49^ acres, for 
vessels drawing- up to 36 feet There are two dry 
docks, the Mereweather Dock, 500 by 65 by 
25J feet, and the Hughes Dock, 1,000 by 100 by 
34J feet 

The equipment consists of one hydraulic crane 
of 100 tons lifting capacity, one of 30 tons, one of 
5 tons, eight 6 tons, eighty-four 35 cwts , one 
hundred and twelve 30 cwts , one 6o-ton floating 
crane, 85 hoists, and several runabout cranes 



SAILING CRAFT AT MALET BUNDER, 
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There is also a specially equipped barge for the re- 
ception ot oil waste and bilge water, likewise a 
dredging fleet of g large modem dredgers, 9 steam 
hopper barges, and a rock breaker 

The docks are connected b}' railway with the 
GIF and B B and C I systems, while the ter- 
minal passenger station on Ballard Pier (1,500 
feet long) is in direct communication with all the 
railways in India The Port Trust Railway 
effects these connections through a large Inter- 
change Yard at Wadala, over 100 miles of track 
having been laid down, and the railway handles 
nearly 50 per cent of the terminal goods traffic 
of Bombay The pier is used by the largest 
vessels to embark and disembark passengers and 
mails, and its facilities for baggage. Customs 
examination, refreshments, etc , are generally 
acknowledged to be unsurpassed by any large port 
The principal schemes completed during the past 
twenty years include (i) Alexandra (wetl and 
Hughes (dr) ) Docks, (2) Port Trust Railway and 
Ballard Pier Station, (3) Mazagon Sewn Recla- 
mation AVorks, in\ Giving 5S3 acres of reclaimed 
land to proiide goods dep6ts The Sewn and 
AA^adala reclamations accommodate the raihva) 
Interchange A^ard, Antop model village for em- 
plo)ees, the bulk-oil installations, depots for 
cotton, grain, manganese ore, etc , and other in- 
dustrial works, (4) a deep-water pier at Trombay 
for the discharge of bulk petrol and kerosine oil, 
with se%eral miles of connecting pipe-line to the 
oil installations at Sewn Oil bunkering can also 


be carried out at most berths in the Alexmdra 
Dock and at the Harbour AValls 


The completion of the first three scheme, lust 
before the outbreak of the Great War enabled 
Bombay to be successfully utilised as the chief bas: 
port in India 

The Ballard Estate, on reclaimed ground .outh 
of Alexandra Dock, has been developed as a first 
class business area 

The transit sheds and w'arehouses co\cr 


3,200,000 square feet, providing ample accommo- 
dation for goods in transit A new three stoned 
transit shed, 400 feet long by 120 feet wide, uith 
a floor area of 140,000 square feet, has just been 
completed at No g berth, Alexandra Dock Tbe 
cotton dep6t is probably the largest in the world, 
providing covered accommodation for one million 
bales and uncovered accommodation for another 
million The total area is 432,500 square \ard'' 
and the dep6t is fully equipped wuth reception and 
loading stations, roads, godowns, offices, fire and 
salvage service 



ROYAL MAIL STEAMER “MALOJA, 
20,008 TONS, BERTHING AT BALLARb 
PIER, BOMBAY 


Gross Receipts of the Trust in Lakhs 

^ -n- i-ff If 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

1920- 21 

1921- 22 

1922- 23 

1923- 24 

1924- 25 

1925- 26 


Rs 178 30 
Rs 192 
Rs 222 97 
Rs 217 17 
Rs 25913= 
Rs 260 71 
Rs 273 7 ^> 
Rs 284 I* 


1926-27 


Rs 2r)4 0 - 


'he principal imports handled at 1 c p 
;e-goods, metals, sugar, 'r 

jsware motorcars oilmen’s p 

’ . - - _ rfAlton* V 


;s\\are, ^i'***‘— - - . ^ 

iware, the chief exports being c( * 

ds, gram and '”v ool 

ms, twist and )arn, oil ca , 

iganese ore 
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BUILDINGS AND PLACES OF INTEREST. 

The IMole and Alexandra Dock 

To the visitor from tlie West landing- at Bom- 
bay the mole and the entire surroundings give the 
impression of a modem European city The fine 
pier and the neighbouring Alexandra Dock were 
constructed just before the Great AVar AVhere 
there was a rocky and shallow strip of the sea there 
IS now a large modern building for tlie convenience 
of passengers On the ground floor are the wait- 
ing rooms, postal and Customs sheds, a hall for 
medical inspection, etc , on the upper floor are 
waiting and refreshment rooms and bars 

Apollo Bunder 

Before the Ballard Pier was constructed the 
small steamers had to go straight to the Prince’s 
and Abctoria Docks, situated farther north , large 
steamers had to anchor in the stream, and 
passengers had to disembark by means of steam 
launches, as steamers could not then come along- 
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side the mole as they do now But even in those 
da^ s the tourist landmg at the Apollo Bunder saw 
sights which reminded him of his owm land — the 
stately pavilion, the imposing edifice of the Taj 
^lahal Hotel in front, and the stately pile of the 
Aacht Club chambers on the right, all connoting 
AA^estem life 

Royal Bombaj Yacht Club 

This club IS the fa^ourlte resort of the European 
^nimuniu m Bombay Their Majesties King 
viTOrge and Queen Mar} Msited it on the occasion 
of their tour in India in 1905, as is testified bj 
leir signed portraits hanging o\ er the main stair- 
case xiig building was formalh opened on 
Ao\ember i, iSSi, and permission was obtained 
com the Lords of the Adminlta to fl\ the Blue 
osign of the fleet o\er the club premises and the 
'tchts belonging to the club Since then con- 
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siderable extensions have been made, the most 
notable being the handsome block of residential 
chambers on the south side of the Apollo Bunder 
Road 

The Gateway of India 

On the Apollo Bunder stands the handsome and 
imposing “ Gatew'ay of India,” erected in com- 
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memoration of the visit of Their Majesties King 
George and Queen Mary on November 2, 1911 
Its central portal gives admittance on both sides 
into a hall paved wuth black and w'hite marble The 
site was and still is the landing place for all cele- 
brities It was here that King Edward A^II 
landed in 1875 wdien he was Prince of Wales here 
also all the members of the Ro}al Family w’ho sub- 
sequently visited the city, and the ATcero3s and 
Governors deputed by the Crown, first set their feet 
on Indian soil 

Sailors’ Home 

Following Apollo Bunder Road in a westerly 
direction, wa come to the Ro\al Alfred Sailors’ 
Home, w^hich was first instituted at Babula Tank 
on June 15, 1S37, when the monsoon caused great 
destruction to the shipping About a thousand 
seamen who had sustained injunes in the storm 
were taken to the Home Not long afterwards it 
was transferred to a building m Dhobi Talao, and 
thence to the present castle-hke edifice, which was 
commenced on Februan, 28, 1872, and completed 
on Februarv 29, 1876 The dormitories are large 
and well ^entllated, there is a reading room and 
hbrar\ , and also a bar where wholesome liquor at 
moderate cost is pro\ ided The st} le of the build- 
ing IS Gothic, and on the top of it are a sculptured 
figure of Neptune, a tower and flagstaff 
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Prince of Wales Museum and Statue 

Rig'ht across IS the Crescent site, on which now 
stands the Prince of Wales Museum, an imposing 
building in the Indo-Saracenic style, which was 
erected in commemoration of the visit of King 
George V as Prince of Wales in 1905 In front 
of It stands the handsome equestrian statue of 
King Edward VII , called the Prince of Wales 
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STATUE OF KING EDWARD VII, 
ELPHINSTONE COLLEGE AND 
SASSOON LIBRARY. 

Statue, which is familiarly known as “ Kala 
Gora ” (Black Horse) It was a gift to the city 
from Sir Albert Sassoon, and is a fine specimen of 
Sir Edgar Bochin’s work 

On the right is situated the Elphmstone College, 
and on what was once its playground now stands 
the edifice of the College of Science and the 
Cowasji Jehangir Hall, the most convenient place 
for public meetings and social functions and con- 
certs It was presented to the city by Sir Cowasji 
Jehangir, Bart 


Admiralty House 

The earliest reference to an Admiralty House 
was made in 1754 by Edward Ives in his Voyage 
f/om Enqlaiul to India in 1754 “ The Admiral’s 
family resided at the Tank House (so called 
because of a large tank or pond near to it), and 
here, as well as at all their other settlements, the 
Company allowed the A.dmiral and his principal 
attendant palanquins, o\er and above the five 
pagodas a daj which were given him to defraj part 
of the expenses of his table ” That house A\as 
probably built as Go\ernmcnt House, and was 
situated to the east of Bomba} Green and to the 
north of the Honourable Compan} ’s Bunder In 
1761 Admiral Cornish declined to Ine in it, as it 
was " so full of \ermin as to be scarce!} habit- 
able ” A new house nas therefore rented, and the 
Admirals House was remo\ed from place to place 
until the ^ ear 190:;. when the existing building 
facing the south end of Cooperage, at the comer 


of Wodehouse Road, was constructed Tli 
Cooperage recreation ground is in front, ard 
beyond it is the Oval, another recreation crourd 
for the public 


The Secretariat 

Facing the Oval stands the Secretariat In it 
are located the offices of most of the departnicnt<; 
of the Government of Bomba} The buildinc 
which is in the Venetian Gothic sb’le, mcrlootsi 
small garden During the 17th centun and up 
to the year 175S the Secretariat occupied a ferr 
rooms in Bombay Castle The demolition of tk 
Fort House in that year set the Secretariat on the 
move After it had occupied several places icm 
porarily it was transferred in 1874 to the pre'-ent 
building, which W'as planned b\ Colonel Wilkins, 
R E , and is in the A^enetian Gothic st\lc The 
location of the various offices is shown upon 'i 
board in the entrance hall The Council Hall, 
Librar} , and Committee Rooms occup\ a portion 
of the first floor 


University Buildings 

Lying betw'een the Secretariat and the Hgh 
Court are the University Buildings of a florid and 
decorative 13th century French-Gothic tipc R' 
signed by Sir Gilbert Scott and completed m 1871 
they consist of two detached buildings, namch 
the Senate House, or Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall 
and the University Library and Clock Tower The 
Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall measures iso feet lore 
by 65 feet wide, and has a high-pitched gable roof 
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about 90 feet in height, with four square n ^ 
the angles The chief apartment is 104 ^ 

by 44 feet broad and 63 feet high, urni ^ [■ni-'^' 
one end with semi-circular apse containing 
seats, and surmounted b' a galler\ 
ornamental iron brackets and apP'''^’* 
staircases in the angle-turrets Tiic 
bellished wath a circular J. , ) 4; 

diameter, ha\ing its outer ring o ^ 

filled with stained glass represent 1 u' ^ ^ 

tw eh c signs of the Zodiac 0 \ er t ic , 

the western wall arc staincd-gloss ftp 
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of Sir CoxTOSj! Jehangir’s escutcheon and of the 
arms of England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and 
Bombay The eastern windows bear the arms of 
former Chancellors of the University, viz , Lord 
Elphinstone, Sir George Clerk, Sir Bartle Frere, 
SlrSe^mour Fitzgerald, and Sir Philip Wode- 
house 

The Librars' building comprises two floors 
Abo\e the porch rises the Rajabai Clock Tower to 
a height of 280 feet, with fii e richly-decorated 
store} s The top of the cupola is ornamented with 
16 statues, and about 30 feet from the ground 
there are S other statues representing various 
Indian castes The fifth storey contains the 
clock-dials The clock is fitted vith sweetl} 
chiming machmer}^ pla}ing sixteen tunes, which 
change automaticalh Se^ eral busts adorn the 
Librar}, and around the buildings is a garden, 
graced by the statues of Sir Cowasji Jehangir and 
Thomas Ormiston 

The Unlverslt^ was founded se\ent} } ears ago 
It has several faculties, but it is not a teaching 
bod^ It mereh holds examinations and confers 
degrees on candidates trained in colleges affiliated 
to it 

High Court 

As imposing as the Secretariat the statelv pile of 
the High Court is in the earh English-Gothic style 
Here justice is dispensed by six judges, mosth 
Indians In 1670 the administration was in the 
hands of justices wffio held their sittings in the 
Custom Houses of Bombay and Mahim In 1675, 
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HIGH COURT, BOMBAY 

"hen a judge was appointed, a house was taken 
a Court of Judicature The house was, how- 
per, ne\er used, and the judge continued in his 
>ircd quarters until 1677, when the Court was 
'ouscd in Jilapla Por on the west side of Bora 
^7ar Street, which owed its existence to Genild 
ungicr, as alreadi indicated After migrating 
'■0111 place to place, His Majest\’s judges ha\e 
^cen settled since 1S7S m the present buildings 
le mam staircase and entrance tor the general 
Pti ic are on the east, the judges liawng two 
Pruatc staircases on the western side Tlie 


Sessions Court is decorated in cream and gold, and 
contains, among other portraits, one of Sir John 
Peter Grant, subscribed for b} tlie people of 
Bombay 

Paper Currency Office 

Adjoining the High Court are the Public Works 
Secretariat Skirting this building, we come out 
on the Esplanade Road with its numerous offices 
and banks, tlie most notable of which is the 
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HIGH COURT, CLOCK TOWER AND 
SECRETARIAT, BOMBAY 

Currency Office On March i, 1862, Colonel 
Ballard, Master of the Mint, was appointed Com- 
missioner of Issue, and the Bank of Bombay w'as 
constituted the office of agenc} for the transaction 
of note-exchange business The arrangement 
wuth the bank was not approved by the Secretary 
of State The Paper Currenc} Department, there- 
fore, worked as a regular branch of the public 
senuce under the direct supeiwision of a Mint 
Master The office of Currenc} Commissioner 
was, howe\er, subsequently withdrawn from the 
Master of the Mint and ^ested m the Accountant- 
General of Bomba\ The old building, knowm as 
No I Rampart Row, was original!} rented b\ the 
bank to Go\ernment for the accommodation of the 
Paper Currenc\ Department After the failure of 
the bank Go\ernment purchased the building from 
the liquidators in 1868 It was extended consider- 
abh at different inter\als 

Among the prominent banks on this road mai 
be mentioned the Comptoir National d’Escompte 
de Pans, the National Bank of India, the Mercan- 
tile Bank, the Central Bank of India, the Bank of 
India, the Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and 
China 

Floral Fountain 

In the centre of Elphinstone Road, opposite 
Churchgate Street, is the Flora] Fountain erected 
in honour of Sir Bartle Frere, to whose foresiglu 
and progressi\e pohc\ Bomba} owes man^ of her 
public buildings Surrounding this fountain origi- 
nalK was .a grass plot dotted with palm trees This 
plot was remo\ed some }ears ago to meet the 
growing requirements of pedestrian and horse 
traffic between the tram lines and the kerb of the 
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fountain Shorn of that setting the fountain sti]] 
forms a notable landmark in the locahty 

Bombay Gymkhana 

From the Floral Fountain the road divides mto 
two sections, one leading towards the Victoria 
Terminus and the other to Dhobi Talao The latter 
route leads to tlie fine marble statue of Queen Vic- 
toria Near by is the Bombay Gymkhana for 
European residents The building consists of a 
beautiful double-storey pavilion facing the cricket 
ground 
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For the Indians there are several gymkhanas on 
the Kennedy sea-face, between the Marine Lines 
and the Charm Road Station 

Victona Terminus 

This magnificent railway station, named after 
Queen Victoria, is believed to be one of the finest 
stations in the world Before it was opened for 
traffic there was a miserable wooden structure 
“ which did dut)' as a terminal station ” Victoria 
Terminus was designed by the late Mr F W 
Stevens, and completed m 1888 The administra- 
tive offices form three sides of a rectangle enclos- 
ing an ornamental garden, at the gates of Avhich 
are a massive lion and tiger carved in stone The 
offices are on the upper floors, and on the ground 
floor are the waiting and refreshment rooms, 
booking, telegraph, and other departments The 
most prominent feature in the elevation is the high 
dome rising oA'er the centre portion, adorned with 
a large figure representing “ Progress ” A statue 
of Queen Victoria occupies a niche below the clock 
m the centre of the building jNIarble columns 
support tlie loft} roof and entrance facade of the 
booking office Tlie mam entrance for passengers 
is on the Hornby Road side, through four great 
doorways opening into the booking office 

Trains for Central India, Southern India, Ben- 
gal, and the Punjab start from this station, A\hich 
IS also the terminus of local trams, running as far 
as Kaljan, about thirt} miles from Bomba} The 
local sen ice has been recentl} electrified 


IMumcipal Offices. 

Opi^site the Victoria Terminus are the Munki 
pal Uffices, a very handsome and imposing edifi'x 
surmounted by a tOAver ivhich is conspicuous all 
over the city It abuts on Hornby Road on one 
mde and on Cruickshank Road on the other On 
December 19, 1884, Lord Ripon, then Viceroy of 
India, laid the foundation stone of the buildin?, 
which was completed in 1893, and is in the earh 
Gothic style of architecture, while the seicra! 
domes which rise above the gabled roofs impart 
an Oriental aspect to the design The impoain? 
facade, with its magnificent tower 235 feet hgli, 
is flanked by two wings which abut on Hombi and 
Cruickshank Roads Over the facade is placed a 
colossal allegorical figure representing Urhi jvim 
i/i Indis 

The Corporation Hall is 65 feet long b} 32 feet 
broad, and is 38 feet in height Its northern end 
IS ornamented with a large bay avindow fitted wdi 
stained glass, bearing the arms of the Corporation 
and flanked by canopied recesses of stone Thi 
southern end opens into a lounge for the use of 
councillors, which leads through glass doors on In 
a terrace above the southern entrance of the build 
mg The hall contains two galleries for tbo 
public In front of the main porch is the statue nf 
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Bombay’s foremost 
citizen m his days and uncrowned king of the 
Corporation, who raised that body in the eslinn 
tion of Government and the public 


School of Arts 

Proceeding from the Municipal Office to the 
Crawford Markets, we pass on the way the famous 
printing press of the Times of India It is a 
fine building, worthy of the oldest and the luos 
powerful newspaper m the city In the same 1 
stands the Anjuman-i-IsIam, one of the eancs 
organisations started to hold the torch of no\ 
ledge before the sons of Islam, the majnn v 
whom are still steeped m ignorance 
approach the shad}[_and nicely kept lic. 


School of Arts The mam building, ''' 
back from the road, is unpretentious m <ic 
but well adapted to the purpose for vhic i ' 
built There are private studios for intr 

general class-rooms and store-rooms 0 < 

dimensions A splendid library and 
located above the large hall on the j 

Some of the most interesting Avork of t . 

IS carried on m the Lord 
situated m the compound of the schno , 
after the ex-Govemor of Bomba}, 1 >> ' fcjir.p 
Avere formall} opened m 1890 1 r>- ftrha 

AA^ere started Avith the object of impar ^ ^ 

instruction m some of the artistic i" 

AAhich the Presidenc} has acquire n 
such as cabinet-making and ' 

AAeaAing, iron-AAorking, jewcllerv, an .,4 

V numW of skilled AAOrkmcn nre emg-o , 

teachers and instruction is a o''''-’ 

siher chasing, engraving and r p 
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enamelling on metals, ornamental copper, brass 
and iron work In the School of Art proper, in- 
struction IS given in decorative painting, architec- 
tural sculpture, wood engraving, and ornamental 
pottery To this has been recently added mural 
painting, and the students turn out some excel- 
lent work in all branches 

Birthplace of Rudyard Kipling 
The idea of establishing a school of art m India 
followed a similar movement inspired by the Exhi- 
tion of 1851 In 1S153 Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy 
offered his handsome donation, and in 1S57 a 
beginning vas made with the opening of drawing 
classes By 1866 several studios w'ere added, one 
of which ^^as for sculpture, under I\Ir Lockwood 
Kipling, whose famous son, Rudyard Kipling, was 
bom tliere The latter’s poem, in which he says 
Of No Mean City Am I,” bears testimony to his 
pride for the place of his birth 

So thank I God my birth 
Fell not in isles aside — 

Waste headlands of the earth, 

Of ivarring tribes untried — 

But that she lent me \vorth, 

And gave me right to pride 

Surel) in toil or fra) , 

Under an alien sky. 

Comfort it is to say 

“Of no mean city am I ' ’’ 

(Neither by service nor fee 
Came I to mine estate — 

Mother of cities to me. 

For I was born in her gate, 

BetAveen the palms and the sea, 

Where the w orld-end steamers wait ) 

Now for this debt I owe. 

And for her far-borne cheer. 

Must I make haste and go 
With tribute to her pier 

The Arthur Crawford Markets 

The Arthur CrawTord ]\Iarkets are the most im- 
portant source of food supply in the city and 
occupy a commanding position at the junction of 
Esplanade, Paltan, and Carnac Roads Of 
the manv improvements of lasting importance 
carried out under the rdgime of Arthur Crawford, 
the first Municipal Commissioner of Bombay, 
between the years of 1865 and 1S71, these markets 
the most conspicuous The fruit and floAver 
stalls present an alluring appearance Nowhere 
else can be seen such a large Amriety of fruit nor 
more representatives of almost ca erv nationality 
*11 the world Oranges of eAcry kind from all 
Ptets of the countr) and fiom Zanzibar, apples 
coni Kulu, Caslimere, and '\ustraha, grapes from 
Quetta, Kabul, and Ital\ , mangoes from Salsette 
^nd Goa, peaches, chicoos, custard apples, and 
^manas of all Aancties, pears, papanas and 
■'anous other kinds of fruits, sustain a brisk trade 
roni dawn till night, but the rush is greatest in 
tc carli morning Avhen the business commences 


Ma.nj cooks and butlers of hotels and private 
establishments sleep outside the market walls in 
order to obtain the pick of tlie supplies, not only of 
fruit and vegetables, but also of meat and fish, as 
soon as the markets are opened to the public 
The building, which is constructed of coarse 
rubble, relieved by a bnght red stone, consists of 
a central hall Avith three large gateways, above 
which IS a clock-toAver indicating the Bombay local 
time instead of the standard time, which is thirty- 
nine minutes in advance of the local time Above 
the market are offices and residential quarters 
The stalls for the sale of beef, mutton, and fish 
are located m small plain buildings outside the 
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fruit and vegetable markets, in grounds compris- 
ing a garden having in tlie centre a fountain 
designed by Emerson, tlie panels round it bearing 
figures of females intended to represent the pnn- 
cipal rivers of India These were sculptured by 
the father of Mr Rudyard Kipling On the south 
side of the garden is a live poultry market Avhere 
parrots, cockatoos, canaries, dogs, monkeys, and 
other pets can also be purchased 

Juma Mosque 

The Craw'ford Markets are on the border line 
separating the natu'-e from the European portions 
of the city To the north lies the natiA’-e toAvn 
teeming w'lth shops of all commodities and people 
of all communities Abdul Rehman Street, one 
of the busiest thoroughfares, begins here, and 
leads to PAdhony At the junction of the road 
AA'ith Shaik Memon Street is seen the Juma Musjid, 
the largest and most noteworthy mosque m 
Bomba) It is a quadrangular pile of brick and 
stone, encircled b) a ring of terrace-roofed and 
double-storeyed buildings, the ground floors of 
AAhich are let out as shops The chief or eastern 
gate of the mosque leads directly across an open 
courtAard to .an ancient tank, A\hich 15 noAV fur- 
nished AAith masonry steps and embankments and 
contains about ten feet of stagnant water filled 
AAith gold and siher fish From tlie depth of the 
tank rise sixteen bkackstone arches supporting the 
AAhole fabric of the mosque, the upper storcA being 
upheld by fnc roA\s of wooden pillars, each of 
AAhich contains a receptacle of sacred hooks 
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The Bazar 

Now we are m the thick of the Bazar wherein 
people from all parts of the world jostle each 
other It IS the most picturesque scene imagin- 
able, and while the ej e is bewildered b}' diverse 
costumes and head-dresses, and by the unending 
varieties of colours in strange juxtaposition, the 
ear is assailed by the noise and din characteristic 
of an Indian street Here are hawkers loudly 
shouting their wares, there is a group of beggars 
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praying for alms in a sing-song wliicli pas<;es fc 
music, varied by deafening loices procliimm 
their woes to the passers-b} or slioncrinij 
mgs on persons flinging copper coins (o them 
Finishing the round of the Bazar, the iBitor 
returns to the Crawford Markets The Ccntnl 
Police Offices are situated opposite the markt.x 
at the junction of Hornby Road and Cnrmc 
Road Turning to the west from this corner nni 
comes to the (jocuJdas Tejpal Hospital, another 
institution which owes its existence to the zed of 
Arthur Crawford, who induced the donor, Goculdi' 
Tejpal, while on his death-bed, to give a donation 
to proceed with the project of a hospital tliat ind 
to be suspended for want of funds The huildini,' 
IS spacious and the internal arrangements c\cil 
lent although it has no architectural pretensions 

Elphinstone High School 

In tlie close vicinity of the hospital there arc the 
Elphinstone High School and the St \n\ur'> 
College The Elphinstone High School, cstab 
hshed a century ago to commemorate the name of 
one of the most sagacious and popular Governors, 
occupies a very prominent position amonp the 
educational institutions of the city With iG 
massive flight of steps and cloisters it presents a 
very imposing appearance It lias nearh Ibirti 
class-rooms, several masters’ rooms, and a fim 
hall on the first floor encircled by a broad passaijt 
wav Above the hall is a large libran To the 
cost of this handsome edifice Sir Albert Sassoon 
contributed the princely sum of Xi^ooG 


St Xavier’s College 

No less imposing is the building of St 
College crowned b) a tower surmounted I>\ a a 
statue of St Francis Xavier, the 4postIe of nd - 
after wliom the college is named The staff consi ^ 
of the members of the Societs of jesu'' 
distinguishing feature of the college is P" . 
cal and chemical Jaboratora, equipped a'l ' 
latest scientific instruments and apph^'f'^'-s 
Xavier’s Middle School is situated quite rn 
the original building, and contains a c mpo , 
halls, and sea eral class-rooms 


Cama Hospital 

Next in order comes the jt, 

ma Hospital for avomen and clu r ^ 

indation stone aaas laid by H R 
Connaught in 1B83, and the ^ r 
Lord Rea}, the ex-Go\crnor of j. , 

56 It owes Its existence to the , p 
atonjee Cama, after whom it is na , . , 

een this hospital and the Municipa , ,[ 

uated the Police Court Buildin?> ’ 1 " 

lef and the third Prcsidcnca 1 ag 
;ir courts vpfi'" 

Returning to the Victoria ’’ 

the \'ictoria Place aa here there , •' 

^eral Bombaa worthies (j,f. f-’ 

at IS tlie General Post Office bud n 
raceme stale aaith a aast central a! m 
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ToA^n Hall. 

Turning thence the comer into what is known 
as Mint Road, the visitor passes the Fort Market 
and arm es at the 1 own Hall, with its fine steps 
In earl} da}s the chief room in Aungier’s Court 
of Judicature (Mapla For), to which reference has 
alread} been made, w^as st}led the Towm Hall 
In 17S6 accommodation w'as provided in Hornby 
House (later the Great Western Hotel), and the 
mam room of that building sened for the next 
few years as a Towm Hall 
The origin of the present lown Hall is interest- 
ing The idea of erecting a separate building 
w'as first mooted by a Government servmnt named 
Henshaw^ in 1793 , it wms again brought forw'ard 
b} Sir James Mackintosh in a letter to the Bombay 
Go\ernment in iSii, and w'as finally adopted 
by Government, wdio, on the representation of 
Messrs Forbes and Co and Bruce Faw'cett and 
Co , sanctioned the holding of a lottery for 
raising the necessary funds This venture having 
proved ver} successful. Government sanctioned 
the raising of a second lotter} It, however, met 
with poor success, so that nothing could be done 
until 1820, when a third lottery was instituted 
The amount thus raised sufficed to commence but 
not to complete the building After considerable 
delay it w'as finished m 1833 
The style of the structure is classic, its exterior 
character being Doric, while the inside is Corin- 
thian It consists of a basement occupied by some 
of the offices of Government and an upper store} 
about 260 feet long by 100 feet wnde The large 
hall contains a fine organ presented b} Sir Albert 
Sassoon to commemorate the visit of H R H the 
Duke of Edinburgh in 1S72 The hall is frequently 
used for public meetings, concerts, and balls, and 
contains a statue of Mountstuart Elphinstone A 
statue of Sir Charles Forbes is in the south vesti- 
bule, and in the north \estibule are statues of 
Stephen Babington, John Malcolm, Lord Elphin- 
stone, Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, Bartle Frere, and 
others The hb^ar^ of the Bombay branch of the 
Ro}al Asiatic Society occupies the north end of 
the central hall, and the Durbar room, so called 
on account of its being used for State purposes 
before the completion of the Secretariat, is situated 
ut the south-east comer of the hall 

Bombay Castle 

Immedntel} behind the Towm Hall is the historic 
Bomba} Castle, an interesting remnant of the old 
fortifications of the cit\ The most prominent 
object about its ancient bastions is its flagstaff, 
from which floats the L^nion Jack, and from the 
'ards of which the arrival of steamers and other 
"Vessels entering the harbour is signalled There 
's also a clock tower with a time ball, which is 
in electrical connection w ith the obscr% atorv at 
olaba, and which falls e\er\ da^ at i p m In 
Its secluded position awa^ from the mam road 
>e Castle is practicalh hidden from the sight of 
fie tourist, but it is well worth a Msit It was the 
earliest Go\erament residence, and although it is 


no longer the seat of Government, all Government 
Resolutions and Orders are addressed even to this 
day from “ Bombay Castle ” 

The Mint 

Contiguous to the Castle is the Bombay Mint, 
a plain building with an Ionic portico The site 
was originally reclaimed from the sea under the 
Mod} Bay Reclamation Scheme An inscription 
on the building shows that it wms designed and 
constructed by Major John Hawkins of tlie 
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Bombay Engineers and completed m 1829 The 
original plan of the building took the form of a 
hollow square 300 feet each way, with a quad- 
rangle m the centre, 124 feet by 116 feet These 
features have not been disturbed, but considerable 
alterations and extensions have been made Here 
may be seen balances capable of showing dif- 
ferences of half a gram and weighing down even 
to the one-thousandth part of a gram There are 
several automatic com-weighing balances which 
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detect the slightest difference m the weight of a 
piece, rejecting automatically the light or heavy 
ones, while tliey retain those of standard weight 
Among the other marvels of inventive skill m the 
Mint are the die-casting, founding, and stamping 
machines 

St Thomas’s Cathedral 

Emerging into the Elphmstone Circle Garden, 
the visitor is confronted with St Thomas’s Cathe- 
dral, one of the oldest buildings m Bombay, con- 
taining many fine monuments of historical interest 
It consists of a nave, 120 feet long and 65 feet 
broad, with three aisles and a domed roof of three 
regular arches supported upon a double row of 
14 columns, approaching the Tuscan, with an 
apex about 30 x 35 feet intersected by lancet 
windows The arch of the chancel is about 60 feet 
high, and on the right of it is situated the organ 
chamber The tower holds a chiming clock 

Before 1675 the English in Bombay had no 
church, and for more than forU 3 ears after that 
date the onlj place for divine worship vas a room 
situated in the Castle and called the Fort Chapel 
In 1674 a scheme for building a garrison church 
was projected But bj the time the vails had 
risen to a height of 15 feet the funds mjsterioush 
disappeared, and the bare walls remained for a 
generation a gathering place for animals — “ an 
object of derision to the natn es and a reproach 
to the English in BombaA ” The scandal a\as, 
however, rcmo\ed on the arrnal m Bomba\, in 
1714. of the Re\crend Richard Cobbe, Chaplain 
to the East India Compan\ He exhorted his 
congregation to “ wipe awaa the reproach of being 
godless in the sight of the heathens ” Monc\ 


and benefactions w ere readily offered, the founda 
Lon of a new edifice w^as laid, and on Christmas 
Day, 1718, the church w'as formall) opened bi 
order of the Governor, Charles Boone In order 
to keep the fabric m repair, a dutj of one hfif 
per cent was levied on all goods imported into 
Bombay 

Among the memorials the finest arc tho<;i 
erected to Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombw 
(^795-1811), to Captain Hardinge, R\, a 
younger brother of Lord Hardinge, who fell in 
the victorious naval engagement off the coast of 
Ceylon between the British ship Smi Florcn n and 
the French frigate La Pied Montai^e to Stephen 
Babmgton, reviser of the judicial code, whose 
statue now stands in the Towm Hall , and to 
Bishop Carr, whose effigji in marble, in full cpis 
copal robes, reposes m the southern transept 
Other monuments of historical interest arc those 
to Brigadier-General Carnac, wdio defeated the 
Shahzada m 1761 , to John Watson, Superinten 
dent of Marine, who was killed at the siege of 
Thana m 1774, to Aldmiral Maitland, to whom, 
when m command of H M S BeUerophon, Napo- 
leon surrendered , to Colonel Burton Barr, who 
wmn the battle of Kirkee, and to Major Fldrco 
Pottmger, the heroic defender of Herat An 
attractive specimen of Bacon’s sculpture is the 
medallion m memor^^ of Mrs Kirkpatrick on the 
wall 

In the monument chest are preserved two sihcr 
chalices of considerable age The first, which 
James Douglas has styled “ the oldest tangible 
memorial of our existence as an English settle 
ment,” was presented by Gerald Aungicr to the 
Christian community of Bombaj in 1675 It hear? 
the following inscription Hvnc raJirfm nichnraha 
lafrum esse lolint Honoi ahihs Geraldus Avniiifrv, 
insulae Boiuhaiae Giihei nator, ric jno rehia Uonnni 
bills Anqlorum Societatis Indies Ot leniahlvs mtrcn- 
forum affeufium prae ses Of the other chalice no 
record w^hatever remains, nor can one hn/ard a 
conjecture as to howi it came into the pos-cssion 
of tlie Cathedral The following words an m 
scribed upon it “ The gift of the Grctnlan 
merchants of the CiL' of York, 1632 ” 

Coming out into the Apollo Street 
the new' building of the Imperial Bank of m ' j 
the most conspicuous building in the Iocaht\, am 
returns to Apollo Bunder This compltte’’ 
circuit round the Fort Considerations of spa r 
forbid an account of numerous other 
institutions of interest in the town, such as g ' 
Memorial Church (Calaba) , Bai Sakerhai Dm'- 
Petit Hospital (Parel) , Bomba^ Club , 

Road, Fort), Bomba; Obser%atnr\ 

Beculla Club (Bellasis Road), Da'id 
Industrial and Reformator^ Institution 
Go\erninent House (ivlalabar Point), 

Gardens (Malabar Hill) King’s Circle ^ 
unga) , Alasonic Hal! (Raselin 
Orient Club (Choiepatte ) . Banjrapol P - 
Patel Tank) , Towirs of Silence (Mai ihar 
\ ictoria Gardens (Parcl Rond) , <-tc 
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Bombay’s New Water Supply. 


The new water-supply of Bombay is the greatest 

New York, which is derived from a source 5 
.loc rii.;tant The supplics of Liverpool, Man 
diester and Birmingham have farther go, but 
? w are conveyed partly in open channels The 

S — pW of Bombay ■? 

Lake Tansa, 55 miles from ^^jameter, 

CrTansa' to'poX'’ T^nS^the supply passes 
into three pipes, two of them being 57 inches m 

Cmeter ”.ch cont.nue to Bombay and ti e 

third of sixty inches diameter, which is laid to 
atl^pur, i connected w.tb ,be two e..sbng 

Tansa mams 48 inches the 

combination forming, as already indicated, tne 

largest and longest pipe-hne ever 
Bombay, with an estimated 
1,327,000, IS the third largest city m 
Emoire and its new water-supply furnishes /8 
gZn^’per head daily, a figure -h^^h ^ompa^s 
favourably with that of other ^^rge capitals^ 
Bombay’s new water-supply ^ 

romanbc alike In its urgenc} , pla^mg, an 
Its execution That an Asiatic city should plan 
and execute a civic water-service on ^ scale u^n- 
equalled in Europe or the United States s trul} 
remarkable, that it should be carried bj 
firm of British contractors who had not speciahs d 
in this type of work is also remarkable , but most 
remarkable of all is the fact that the contractors, 
Messrs Braithwaite and Co , Engineers, Btd , 
solved the problem along entire!} new 

Ver}' keen competition entered into the tender ng 
for this enormous pipe-hne, the weight ° * 
being go, 000 tons Engineering firms speciahs ^ 
in steel-pipe manufacture from all parts of tl e 
world, whose names are familiar as louse o 
words vied with each other for this large un 
taking At the time the tenders were recened 
the steel market in Britain was m a very unsettled 
condition, and m a ferment of labour trouble 
klessrs Braithwaite and Co made a bold 1 or 
the vork b} co-operating with Messrs Dorman, 
Long and Co , Ltd , and arranging to place the 
supph mg of the steel plates in their hands if the^ 
should pro\e successful This resulted m their 
tender being accepted 

The surrounding conditions of the work 
inspected and the problems investigated ' eix 
few methods had to be improMsed as the 
proceeded, because ^er^ few requirements had 
been o\erlookcd Man\ kinds of labour-sawng 
methods and de\ ices were utilised Nothing was 
left to chance if forethought could pro^ ide for it 
M hen the plan of transporting the “ pipes m 
the form of flat plates was decided upon, other 
neccssar\ procedures followed The go, 000 tons 
of flat steel plates required for the contract were 
supphtd b\ Messrs Dorman, Long and Co , Ltd , 


from their Redcar woiks and 
scarfed by them before shipment nve 

holes for lointing the pipes were dn led to » total 
number of 40 mihon So accurately were these 
holes drilled to template, both as to size an 
position, that no adjustment— not even any rea - 
ing of the holes was necessary when the plates 
arrived m India The longitudinal joints, after the 
plates were bent, were found m all oases to 
exactly , but wLat is more noteworthy is the fact 
that wdien the resulting circular joints of the pipes 
were fitted m, end to end, they gave no trouble 
at all, notwithstanding that the lO^ts were 
staggered That is to say, the longitudinal joints, 
as laid, w'ere not allow'ed to be m the same straight 

line on tw'O adjacent pipes „ , , ^ 

The pipes w^ere made at Messrs Braithw^aite and 
Co ’s wmrks which they had erected specially for 
the lob at Mulund, near Thana, about 18 miles 
from Bombay Mulund \vas chosen for its general 
accessibility to the approximate meeting POint ^t 
the pipe track, and is senmd by a ^ding of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway These works 
occupy an area of 55 acres, and some idea of the 
time and labour-saving devices m operation there 
ma} be obtained by mention of the magnet cranes, 
which can unload from the trucks as much as 
100 tons per hour and load them into stacks The 
equipment also comprises four plate-rolling 
machines each dri\ en b} a 20 h p motor as a 
separate unit The plates rolled m these machines 
are uniformly § of an inch thick and 7 feet 4^ 
inches broad The length %aries— some being 
1 5 feet long — according to the size desired to roll 
The 40 million nvet-holes, already mentioned as 
having been drilled in England before the despatch 
of the plates, naturall} involved about half that 
number of rivets having a total weight of 2,00c 
tons It wnll be realised that, b} the proces; 
described, nearlv all the nvetting required wa; 
done in the lifulund shops This is because eigh 
lengths of pipe were rnetted together at Mulund 
leav ing onlv one joint in eight that needed to bi 
rnetted m the field This itself led to a ver 
considerable economv , because it w'as found 11 
o-eneral terms that it cost ten times as much t 
dm e m ets on the pipe-hne at the point of instal 
lation as it did to dm^e them in the Mulund shops 
where some hundreds of Consolidated Pneumati 
Tool Co ’s “ Bover ” tvpe nvetting and chippin: 
and caulking hammers were installed 

The installation of suitable machiner} wa 
accompanied bv careful planning for the savin 
of labour wherever human effort was incvitabh 
Due provision was made for the commissan; 
and welfare of the native workers -Mong ll 
track camps were organised, the sites bein 
selected under meaical supervision, not so muc 
for their convenience to the section being laid, i 
to ensure the health of the staff 

An incidental part of the scheme was the bridj. 
across the Basin Crtcic consi«ting of 13 vpans > 
138 feet cadi 
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TATA SONS, LTD , Bombay House, Bruce Street 


The great house of Tata was founded by the 
late Mr J N Tata, whose fertile brain con- 
ceived such gigantic industrial projects as the 
establishment of the iron and steel industr}' in 
India and the harnessing of the potential h}dro- 
electnc power of the huge rainfall in the Western 
Ghats Mr Tata also played an important part 
in the development of trade and commerce 
between India and Japan, and rendered great 
assistance to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha in their 
efforts to build up business with India He was 
an enthusiastic protagonist of Swadeshism long 
before the word Swadeshi became familiar to 
Western ears , and it is due to his personality, 
untiring energ}', keen powers of observation, 
acumen, and truly patriotic spirit that the house of 
Tata has contributed so much to the industrial 
development of India 


The companies founded b^ or associated with 
the firm of Tata Sons, Ltd , are manj anddner'ic 
In magnitude and variety of interests tlicrc n 
perhaps no other concern in the British Fnipirc 
that embraces activities so widespread a> this 
Indian house Iron and steel and their assocntid 
manufactures, hydro-electric power, cotton mills, 
cement factories, construction and building com 
panics, banking and insurance, an enginccrmt: 
company and an oil mill, hotels and trading com 
panics, are amongst their undertakings in a 
country which is but still in the initial stages of 
industrial development The combined capital of 
these concerns is nearly ;,^5o,ooo,ooo, and tiic\ 
provide maintenance for about a quarter of a 
million people 


R D TATA 

The large export and import business avhich the 
branches of Messrs Tata Sons, Ltd , in China, 
Japan, and elsewhere were transacting was handed 
over to a new limited concern known as 
R D Tata and Co , and this company is now 
carrying on the trading activities of Tata Sons, 
Ltd , having branches at Osaka, Shanghai, 
Rangoon, Liverpool, and New York It has a 
capital of fifteen million rupees, and is mainl}' 
interested m cotton yams, rice, metals, sugar, 
etc 

The directors of Jilessrs lata Sons, Ltd , arc 
Sir D J Tata, Kt (chairman) , Lady Ratan 
Tata, N B Saklatvala, C I E , J D Ghandy , 
F M Kanga , B J Padshah , H P Gibbs , 
J C K Paterson, C I E , J R D Tata 


and CO , LTD 

The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Tatasons” 
and the codes used by them arc the Ai, A IK 
McNeill’s Mining, Western Union and Bcntlci's 
Their corresponding hrm is Messrs Tala, 1 1 ( 1 1 
London 

Messr* Tata Sons, Ltd , are managing agent'! 
of Tata Iron and Steel Co , Ltd , Tata Ihdrf^ 
Electric Power Supply , Central India Spinning, 
Weaving and Manufacturing Co , Ltd , Suadidn 
Mills Co , Ltd , Ahmcdabad Advance Hills, 1 ul , 
Tata Mills, Ltd , Indian Cement Co, Kd , 
Indian Hotels Co , Ltd , Associated Building Lo, 
Ltd , Tata Oil Mills Co , Ltd , Shahbad Cement 
Co , Andhra Vallej Power SuppI} Co , I Id > 
Tata Power Co , Ltd , Kundly Power Co , 1 1 


TATA IRON and STEEL CO . LTD 


The idea of utilising upon the largest possible 
scale the iron deposits of India had for more than 
twent\ }ears been actne in the brain of the late 
Mr Jamsetjee N Tata, and, in spite of man\ 
obstacles, he ne\cr abandoned the hope of develop- 
ing the mineral resources of his countri In igo2 
he obtained advice and assistance from the 
United States, and in 1905 his prospector, Mr 
C M Weld, succeeded in locating one of the 
richest iron-ore deposits in the world, VMth a metal 
content of 66 per cent , in the Rajara hills in the 
Central Proiinces and in the neighbounng Dhullee 
Hill The discov erv , however, of the Gurumai- 
shini deposits in the State of Mourbhanj provided 
morefavournblenpportumtics for immediate opera- 
tions on account of the proximitv of the Jherriah 
coalfields These were leased on favouniblc terms 
from the Maharajah and two vears later the Tata 
Iron and Steel Co Ltd , v as registered at Bombav 


on August 26th, 1907 The actual construe m 
of the plant at Sakchi (now Jamshedpur) v 
begun in the autumn of 190S 

The first blast furnace w'as blown m 191 ' ' 

that time four more furnaces have been pu ’ 
blast, the output from the five fiirnarcs being 
mated at 50,000 to 60,000 tons per mont 1 
steel-making plant originalK consistid o 
300-ton mixer and four 40-ton basic open n ^ 
furnaces The capacitv of these four ur 
has been increased to 50 tons, and three nion^^ 
naces of 60 tons capacity have been adeei ^ 
output has been further increased bv * > 

of two 2oo-ton open hearth tilting r, - 

one 300-ton mixer and tv o 25-ton Bess' ^ ^ 
verters li.ivc been installed to v ork m conj 
V ith these two furnaces The ^ 
steel ingot production is 57 '^>°'^ ^ 


COnriERCIAL bOnBAY. 




The original capacit} ot the coke plant, 180,000 
tons per annum, has been developed to no less 
than 820,000 tons Large additions have been 
made to the rolling-mill plant, the total output of 
which 15 now 1,150 tons per day, and m every 
direction tlie mam works of the company, the 
various subsidiary interests, and last, but not 
least, the remarkable activities m connection with 
the health and well-being of the town of Jamshed- 
pur and Its population have been extended to a 
point of efficiency which is the admiration of every 
visitor 

The original capital of the companj', 
Rs 2,31,75,000 (;£'I)545,ooo), has been increased 
to Rs 10,52,12,500 

The Jamshedpur \vorks are situated m the 
Singhbhum District, Bihar and Orissa, and are 
connected b}' a tliree-mile branch line owned by 


the company with the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
mam line running from Bombay to Calcutta at 
Tatanagar Station 

When the project of erecting the works was 
taken in hand m 1907 the site was a typical Indian 
jungle After the arduous labour of clearing the 
ground was ended construction commenced, anil 
by 1911 a complete iron and steel-making plant 
was m being The company’s owm and other 
important coalfields he to the north, whilst its iron 
mines are situated from forty to fifty miles to the 
south Dolomite is obtained from the company’s 
properties at Panposh and “ K ” Lease m Ganga- 
pur State, while limestone is drawn from the 
Sakti State and the adjoining Bilaspur District- 
Manganese IS supplied from the Central Provinces, 
chromite from Chaibasa in the Singhbhum Dis- 
trict, and magnesite from Kada Kola m Mysore 
State 


TATA HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER SUPPLY 


This, one of the most important of the man}' 
Tata companies, originated as the result of }ears 
of work and propaganda by tlie late Mr David 
Gosling, of Bomba} , who devised a scheme to 
conserve the heavy rainfall of the Western Ghats 
and to utilise it for the supply of power to the City 
of Bombay The scheme was taken up by the late 
Mr J N Tata, aftenvards by his sons, and the 
company was formed about 1910, the present 
hydro-electric works being opened in 1915 
Hydraulic Works Three lakes are formed by 
constructing dams across valleys at Lonavla, 
Walwhan and Shirwata Lonavla Lake is in- 
tended for use during monsoon, the other two 
lakes, together holding about 9,500,000,000 cubic 
feet, for use during the rest of the } ear Shirwata 
and Walwhan are connected by a tunnel 5,000 
feet long through the intervenmg hills From 
Walwhan and Lonada water is conve}ed by nearly 
five miles of open ducts to the foreba} and thence 
through large steel pipes laid along the slopes of 
the Ghats to the power house at Khopoli, 1,725 
feet in the plains below 

Power House At full load the power house is 
capable of generating 50,000 h p The water, 
after it has exhausted its energy in turning the 
vater-ivheels, is released into what is called a tail- 
cace, which flow's into a neighbouring stream The 
amount of water going into this stream when all 
fi^c generators are w'orking w'ould equal tuo- 
thirds of the volume of the Rner Thames 
Transmission to Bombay As the power house 
IS fort} -three miles from Bomba\ , the current, 
'''Inch IS produced at 5,000 ^olts, is transformed 
to 100,000 lolts to economise the cost of its trans- 
oiission to Bomba\ It is con\eAed along two 
transmission lines of tlirce copper cables, each 
^pported on spccialb designed steel towers In 
omba^ it IS again reduced to a lower aoltage at 
the Parcel Recening Station for distribution to the 
compan\ 's aarious consumers The energt thus 
""ailablc helps to run fort} -four of the largest 
X 


cotton mills and factories of the city and also con- 
tributes tow'ards its lighting and tram traction 
Distribution The whole of the distribution irr 
the city is done by underground cables at 6,6oa 
volts Each consumer has a small station, where 
the current is again reduced to 2,200 volts for 
w'orking the motors that drive the machinery in 
the factory The power thus delivered costs the 
consumers very much less than that available for 
coal, and the success of the scheme was demon- 
strated so completely that tw'o other schemes, the 
Andhra Valey and Nila Mula, each larger than the 
preceding one, have recently been completed 
Andhra Valley Scheme The holding up of the 
w'aters m the Andhra Valley by a dam 195 feet 
high makes another 60,000 h p available for the 
electrification of about thirty-five more factories 
in Bombay The power house, electrical equip- 
ment and receiving station are furnished W'lth the 
most up-to-date plant, an interesting feature of the 
latter being the two 12,500 KVA 22,000 volts 
rotar}' condensers w'hich are used only for improv- 
insr the pow'er factor of the s} stem 

Nila ]\Iula Scheme The other scheme in the 
neighbouring \ alley of the Nila Mula rner pro- 
duces another 150,000 h p The dam required 
for this is probabh the largest in the world 
as regards the quantiU of masoniw needed for 
its construction, and the power available is 
sufficient to electnf} all the remaining factories in 
the cit\ of Bomba\, to take o\er the whole of the 
tramwa\s and lighting load of that cit}, and to 
run railwa}s along each of the two rnain trunk 
lines, both wa}s, for about 100 miles out of 
Bomba\ 

Central India Spinning, WeaMng, and Manu- 
facturing Co , Ltd This concern, the first indus- 
trial aenture of the late Mr J N Tata, was 
started in 1S74 and the mill at Nagpur began 
working from Januari ist 1S77 It rapid!} 
became one of the most successful cotton milfs 
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in India Capital, Rs 96,87, 5CX3 Looms, 2,220, 
spindles, 100,352 Annual output, 17,164,300 lbs 
of yarn and 7,531,000 lbs of cloth 

Svadeshi Mills Co , Ltd Started in 1887 with 
a capital of Rs 10,00,000 The present capital is 
Rs 20,00,000 Looms, 1,542, spindles, 60,208 
The company purchased another mill m 1925 with 
43)920 spindles and 1,187 looms Combined out- 
turn, 7,923,906 lbs of cloth and 9,611,264 lbs of 
yarn 

Ahmedabad Advance Mills, Ltd Operations 
were commenced m 1903 Present output 
2,813,042 lbs of yarn and 2,397,746 lbs of cloth, 
from 600 looms and 30,612 spindles Capital, 
Rs 10,00,000 

Tata Mills, Ltd This company was started m 
1913 with an issued and subscribed capital of 
Rs 64,85,000 The mills commenced working- in 
1917 Looms, 1,800 , spindles, 62,348 Annual out- 
P^^) 5)330)3°° It)s of }arn and 5,622,000 lbs of 
cloth The Bombay United Mill, which was pur- 
chased m 1920, was sold m 1925 

Cement Companies The works of the Indian 
Cement Co , Ltd (capital, Rs 36,77,150) at Pore- 


bander have a capacity of 30,000 tons of Portlvd 
cement per annum The Shahabad Cement Co- 
pany’s works in H E H the Nizam’s Dommioi' 
have a capacity of 40,000 tons per annum 

Tata Oil Mills Co , Ltd. Capiti! 
Rs 97,62,000 The works, situated at Tata 
puram (Cochin State), produce coconut oil ard 
cake, groundnut-oil and cake and cocogeni, ard 
have a maximum crushing capaciU of "22^ too 
daily 

Associated Building Co , Ltd The boom of 
1919-20 and the great rise in the value of offct 
space m the business quarter of Bombai indicated 
the necessity for the various Tata concenis pro- 
viding themselves with their own premises \ 
scheme was accordmgl}' prepared for capital to be 
furnished by each company according- to its mcinv 
and requirements, and a very central plot of hnd 
was acquired on which a palatial buildmcr known 
now as Bombay House has been erected A limited 
company avas formed for this purpose b\ capital 
provided by the various concerns, and is known as 
the Associated Building Co , Ltd It lias a capi 
tal of Rs 55,00,000 


KILLICK, NIXON and CO , Merchants 

The year 1857, when the Indian Mutiny broke 
out, was a bad one for business in India Never- 
theless, It was in that year that Messrs Charles 
Killick and Robert Preston Nixon joined m part- 
nership together under the stjle of Killick, Nixon 
and Co , and laid the foundations of a general 
merchandising and agency business that has de- 
veloped very -greatly, and has its ramifications 
throughout the peninsula In 1875 the firm took 
over the business of Edward Lawrence and Co , 
and in 1898 that of Edward Bates and Sons 

Many changes have naturally occurred in the 
personnel of the firm The present partners com- 
prise Sir T W Birkett and Mr H P Hebble- 
thwaite, London, and Messrs F C Annfesley, 
E C Reid, and G C Philipps The firm’s tele- 
graphic address is “ Killick,” Bombay, and they 
use all the standard codes The} have a branch 
at Mormagoa, and their correspondents in London 
are Messrs Nixon, Forrest and Co , 29, Great 
St Helen’s, E C 3 

Messrs Killick, Nixon and Co are managing 
agents of the Bombay Steam Na\igation Co , 
Ltd , -which was formed m 1906 and purchased 
from Haji Ismail Hassan the coasting steam 
trading concern well know'n as ‘‘ Shepheard’s,” 
which V as established b) Mr J A Shepherd, of 
Bomba\ The entire fleet of \essels was trans- 
ferred to the company , but has since been con- 
sidernbh increased Mail ser\iccs are maintained 
bj the compan^ on the Konkan coast throughout 
the fair-weather season, the \cssels calling at all 
ports between Bomba\ and Panjim, and cargo 
boats pL regular!} between Bomba\ and Manga- 
lore. Bha\anagar.’ the Gulf of Cutch, Kathiawar, 
and* Karachi Goods arc booked through, in 


and Agents, Killick Building, Home Streel 

either direction, betw'een stations on the Matin' 
and Southern Mahratta and the Kathiawar nt 
way companies The Bombay Steam Nwicration 
Co , Ltd , have a fleet of launches pl\ mg; on tin. 
principal creeks on the Konkan coast, and t if' 
have also the control of a harbour fern senior in 
Bombay The company was initiated b\ 
Kilhck, Nixon and Co , and the authorised capuai 
13 Rs 60,00,000 Messrs Killick, Nivon ant 
are also managing agents of the following 
Tmti Valle^ Railwij Co , Ltd 
Ahmedabad Panntij Eailw-ni Co , Ltd 
Ahmedabad-Dliolkn Eailwav Co , Ltd 
Armutsnr Patti Rail-wa-w Co, Ltd 
Centml Protinces Baihvn Co Ltd 
Giizcmt Enhvavs Co , Ltd 
Mindi-a Blion Eail-na-v Co Ltd 
Sinlkot Nniowal Pailww Co Ltd 
Kam-Serajpini PaIlw^^ Co Ltd ,,, 

bbTnensmgb Blnirab Bazar Ilail-wa' Co , 

Huigi Bain-nur Coal Co , Ltd 
Ahmedabad Elcctricif} Co , Ltd 
Kohinoor blill', Co Ltd 
Central India blininp Co , Ltd 
Sbivramnr Sandicate, Ltd 

Bundi Portland Cement, Ltd , ^ 

Messrs Killick, Nixon and Co arc agon 


Punjab Portland Cement 
Surat Elcctncita Co , Ltd 
Western Austrilia State Saw ’Inis 


I-td 


Pei im Coal Co Ltd 

aallender’s Caole and Constroctioa 
Boase Spinning Co Ltd , Dumlee 
Gands Belt Manufacturing Co, 
Cheshire 


Co . 

L‘d , '=^1' f’"’' 


Bird and Co , Caicntfa 


Harrison Line of ''tearoers 
Bibba Line of Steamers 
Ellennan, Citi and Hall LinM, I' <‘ 


Silrertoun Lnbneanls 
Yorkshire Insurance Ch 
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THE INDIAN HOTELS COMPANY, LTD., 

Proprietors of the Ta] JMahal Hotel and Green’s Hotel and Restaurant 


There is no hotel m India through which mo/e 
people pass than the Taj Mahal, which is so note- 
wortliy an institution of Bombay, the Gateway of 
India The mail steamers arrive weekly from 
England bringing people for all parts of the 
country, and most of the latter gravitate, of course, 
to the Taj Mahal Hotel, so that on Friday nights, 
and during week-ends especiallj , the great cara- 
vansar)' is the busiest and ga^est place in the 


highly-skilled European chefs, and nothing is 
lacking there that can contribute to the excellence 
of the meals and the way they are served 

Conterminous with the table d’hdte dining- 
room is a very popular grill-room, providing an 
exceedingly wide range of the highest attainments 
of culinary art 

The position of tlie Taj Mahal is exceptionally 
advantageous and delightful The great building, 



TAJ MAHAL HOTEL. 


Indian Empire In its extensive balconies and 
reception rooms are to be seen notabilities m ca ery 
i\alk of life The Taj is a place of music and 
brightness, of spacious perspective and elaborate 
nunutiv Essentiall} cosmopolitan, it caters to 
e\erv requirement m accommodation, service, and 
supph It J5 probably the greatest dancing place 
^nst of Suez The former ballroom is now merged 
the reading room, and the dinner dances are 
held in the centre of the great dining room, the 
nicclv appointed tables being arranged along the 
sides, ond the orchestra ensconced on a dais at 
one end The scenes in that impressive hall on 
uesdav and Fridav nights are unsurpassed for 
ri Iiance m anj other hotel in India The cuisine 
nrst-clas<; botli as regards qualitv and vanetv 
’c great kitchens are under the supervision of 


which IS onh a few v ards from the sea, \\ as opened 
in 1904, gives employment to about 1,000 persons, 
and occupies an area of 10,776 square vards It 
IS five storevs high, and its elcctnc passenger lifts 
are certainlv the busiest in Bombav The apart- 
ments comprise 30 private suites and 350 double 
and single rooms, all fitted with electric lights, 
fans, bells, and clocks The one occupied bv the 
writer on the fourth floor commanded one of the 
finest and most interesting views he Ins ever Jiad 
in the manv hotels m v' Inch he has sojourned in 
all parts of the world It overlooked the v onder- 
ful panorama of the harbour with its islands and 
Its varied shipping The scene in the evenings 
beneath his windows was most impressive, com- 
priving as it did the Apollo Bunder waterfront 
with Its promenading gaih dressed throngs ana 
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parked motor cars, the beautiful sarees of the 
Parsi ladies especially, in all the colours of tlie 
rainbow , being particularly notew'orthy 

The Taj Mahal Hotel is a self-contained little 
W'orld m itself, for it has its owm railway booking 
offices, post and telegraph offices, a branch of 
Thomas Cook and Sons, aerated water factory, 
steam laundry, etc , and along its ground corridors 
are shops of booksellers, tailors, ladies’ and 
gentlemen’s outfitters, jew^ellers and curio mer- 
chants, chemists and druggists, hair-dressing 
saloons, etc In its spacious billiard room are six 
tables, and on the ground floor are a confectionery, 
cafe, and an American bar 


Green’s Hotel and Restaurant, beside the Tt 
Mahal, and facing the magnificent stnictua 
known as the Gatew'ay of India, on the \poH 
Bunder, also belongs to the Indian Hotels Co, 
Ltd The rooms there are exceptionalh comrrcK 
dious and comfortable, and tlie cuhmn fame 0' 
Green’s extends afar Ever)' evening there is an 
excellent orchestra in the front garden of the 
establishment, and Saturday and Sunda\ meht'- 
at Green’s, when tliere is dancing in the ballroom, 
are features of Bombay’s gaiet) 

The Indian Hotels Co , Ltd , was formed m 
1902, and IS a subsidiary of Messrs Tata Sons, 
Ltd 


GANNON, DUNKERLEY and CO , LTD , 
Engineers and Contractors, Chartered Bank Building 


Ix ever)' department of business activity condi- 
tions have changed very greatly during recent 
)ears New' means and methods have revolution- 
ised old-time standards, and the necessities created 
by modern competition have altered entirely many 
of the ideals and traditions to which aspiring 
efforts w'ere formerly directed Many modern in- 
ventions and materials w'hich have quite changed 
the w’ork of builders and civil engineers were un- 
known even w'hen the founders of the business of 
Messrs Gannon, Dunkerley and Co , Ltd , began 
operating in 1895 Bombay at that time was very 
different from w'hat it has now become, and a 
comparison betw'cen the w'ork which the firm w'cre 
then doing and what they have since performed 
and are now engaged upon, as w'ell as the means 
employed b) them in that connection, affords 
many striking illustrations of the continual evolu- 
tion towards the superlative w'hich is at the back 
of all human activity The range over which the 
firm’s activities extend is exceedingly comprehen- 
sne As engineers and contractors they are pre- 
pared to undertake the largest contracts for the 
construction of all kinds of buildings, railways, 
mam drainage and sew'age, sew'age disposal, 
sanItar^ installations, hot w'ater schemes, water 
suppl) , etc Amongst the man^ important con- 
tracts which the) have carried throutrh very suc- 
cessfulh are the sections of the follow'ing new' 
railw’a\s for the South Indian Rallwa^ Dindigul- 
Pollachi, Madura-Bodenaikanur and Trichinopol)- 
Mammadura , for the M and S M Raihva) , 
Gudiwadi-Bhima\aram , Niddadaaolu Railwa% , 
also the Ad\ar Bridge, Madras, for the S I Rail- 
wa) , bridge o\cr the Khansahib Canal, South 
Arcot Dnision, the new jail for the P "W D 
^’cllorc, Madras , mihtar\ barracks and married 
quarters stores, etc , Secunderabad and Poona , 
Imperial Bank, Tuticonn, Theosophical Societ\ 
Building Bla\atski Lodge, Bomba^ , schools and 
barracks, Bhawanagar State, drainage, roads and 
water suppU for the Bomba) Municipalit\ , and 
Bombax Dexclopmcnt Department 

Messrs Gannon, Dunkerlex and Co , Ltd 
haxc, of course, a staff of expert engineers equal 


to the skilful solution of the most diflicult problcm'- 
with xyhich they may be confronted, and tlie\ 
supervise all the work and installations cntniiUd 
to the firm, whose business is operated in txxo nnin 
sections, viz , as engineers and contractors and ai 
importers of machinery and yarn Tlicj an 
probably the largest supplieis of spmninj; 
machinery in India, and arc sole agents for 
Tweedales i. Smalley ( 1920 ), Ltd, Cnstleton, Icxlw 
maclnnists 

Tbos Holt, Ltd , Bochdile, textile macliinish 
Charles Cain, Son, Greenwood, Halifax, card do i 
mg manufacturers 

The Textile Illuminating ik Engineering Co Un , 
Manchester, textile humidifiers , 

John Dixon i Sons, Ltd , Steeton, hohliin mxmiM 

tnrers in-, 

Edgar Hnndlex <l Bros, Bradford, leather Letin, 
manufacturers ,, .1 

Stork Bros , Engineenng Works, Hengelo B™ 
steam engines, turbines, boilers, rmil RO 
cranes, pumps, etc , , 

K Hartlej , Ltd , Baxenden , makers of loom siin-In 
C H Hauhold, AG, Chemnitr (Saxonx). dxeiw 
bleaching, finishing, etc , macliinen 

G Dikkei^ A Co, Hengelo, Holland .vahes, . 

pumps, and boiler fittings 
Independent Sprinklers, Ltd , London , 

spunkier installations 0' 

Bcnri Mills, Ltd , Tottington, Bur\ ma/ 
shuttles and all xxooden nrtielcs Xd 

Adams Hjdraulics Ltd, , „,,,4 , 

Adnmser, Ltd , Sanitar) Engineers, 

Eimert A Rolfe, Ltd , roofing felt and ''qdiiH 
factiners, London ,,, 

Tecsido Bridge A Engineering .,P 

brongli, bridge builders and cousin 

The founders of the firm '..ndir' 

J H Dunkerlc), w'ho was in business u ^ 

own name, and Mr H Gannon, 

ing as H Gannon and Co In 191 

mated as Gannon, Dunkcricx ani ^ ^ 

Dunkcrlc) died in 19 * 9 ' m I 9--1 ' x' 

formed into a limited hahilit> ,]j, r <1 1 

Gannon as managing director Xoti', ' 

tors are Messrs A Henderson, J 

O Owen The telegraphic addrfssts ar. ^ ^ 

and " Vitopus,” and the 

^th and 6th editions. Licher s, 

prixatc 
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THE LIGHTFOOT REFRIGERATION COMPANY, LTD , Byculla Bridge, Byculla 


No spot Jn Bombay is more exemplary of the 
past and the present than the area occupied by the 
Lightfoot Refrigeration Co , Ltd , close to Byculla 
Bridge Not far away m Parel Road is the Bom- 
bay Bacteriological Laborator}^, which was 
formerly Government House, and dates from the 
Portuguese occupation of the island The stately 
old mansion, with its magnificent teak verandah 
pillars and great supporting beams of the same 
timber, forming tlie head offices for the Indian 
Empire of the company mentioned, has every in- 
dication of having also been built hundreds of 
years ago, and must be ps^ chometrised with the 
impressions of the far-off times when conditions 
of life were utterl}^ different from what they are 
to-day If an3'one who lived in the old 
mansion in the heyday of its splendour could visit 
it now, what bewilderment would be caused by the 


divided into seven units, all of which are similar 
In addition, there is the usual auxiliary gear, and 
a direct coupled electric generating set for produc- 
ing current for tlie auxiliaries and the lighting of 
the factor)’’, etc 

The ice-making tanks are all constructed of 
steel and are designed to suit tropical conditions 
and requirements 

Each division of the plate-ice tanks contains 
three “ plates,” on which the ice is formed and 
through which cold brine is circulated On start- 
ing up a tank it is fiUed with cooled and filtered 
water from the storage tank, compressed air 
agitation is turned on, and cold brine circulated 
through the plates The ice gradually forms on 
either side of the plates, the freezing process tak- 
ing six to seven days to produce blocks of ice 
twelve inches thick As the plates are arranged 



PREMISES OF THE LIGHTFOOT REFRIGERATION CO, LTD, BYCULLA. 


wonderful activities in the two busy factories that 
take up so much of the demesne which once w'as 
so beautifully merged in the then surrounding 
S)lvan countrtside' Ice, that delectable com- 
modity for the tropics, and oxygen, the gas that 
forms one-third of the solid of the earth, one-fifth 
of the atmosphere, and eight-ninths b) weight of 
■water and is the chief supporting element of animal 
and vegetable life these products are made there 
m great quantities, and contribute immenseR to 
the tast complexity of requirements of modern 
Bomba\ 

The ice factory is the largest m India ^Vhen 
huilt in 1912 It had a manufacturing capacit) of 
f>ft\ tons of ice dail) , but it has since been so 
enlarged and impro\cd that its capaclt^ is now 
> ao tons daih , with pro\ ision for a further 60 tons 
The ice is manufactured on the plate and cam 
s\stem The platc-icc plant is the onh one of its 
hind in India Tiie water used is taken from the 
Boniha\ mam supph and filtered in a quartz sand 
mter in the icc factor\ before being frozen During 
tiw freezing process the water is agitated b\ means 
^f compressed air so that clear ice is produced 
Tile machiner\ which is of the Lightfoot Rc- 
rigcration Co's own design and manufacture is 


twenty-seven inches apart, the two sheets of ice 
are not allow'ed to join, and on completion of the 
freezing process three inches of w’ater still remains 
betw'een the ice blocks Any impurities remaining 
ip the water after filtration are kept in suspension 
by the air agitation and not frozen in the blocks 
The cold w'ater remaining in the tanks after the 
blocks ha\e been wathdrawm is drained into a 
sump, from wdiich it is pumped into the condenser 
tra) The tanks are then thoroughlv cleaned 
before being filled for freezing 

From this it wall be seen that e\er\ precaution 
IS taken that the ice produced b\ the companv’s 
plant IS of the highest possible standard of puri'n 
0\er each of the ice tanks an clectricalh dm on 
crane is proMded, b) means of which the’ blocks, 
measuring approximateh iSft 6in b\ 9ft b\ 
lain thick, and weighing about fiie tons, arc lifted 
from the tanks, carried to the dch\er\ end of the 
building and placed on electncalh drnen tipping 
tables, b\ means of which the blocks are trans- 
ferred from the acrtical to the horizontal position 
The plates of icc are cut into blocks of suitable 
sizes for distribution and arc dcli\crcd either on 
to the loading \crandah if required for immediate 
delieem or cKc placed in the ad/uning ice sto-c 
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It ma} be of interest to state tliat at tlie lime 
wliui troops were being' sent from India lo 
Europe tlie eompan\ weie asked to free/e large 
quantities of mctit for proMsioning' the transports 
for the \o}age Although the pl.int was m no waj 
designed for this purpose, .1 number of the ice 
tanks were adapted, and se\eral hundred tons of 
meat was frozen with most satisfactory results 
At the time the faetorv was erected it w.is not 
possible to obtain cleetnc power for dm mg the 
plant, and, therefore, Diesel engines were in- 
stalled Owing to estensions of tlie lata H\dro- 
Electric Power Supph Co ’s pkint, the Diesel 
engines ha\e been replaeed b\ electric motors 
The o\\gcn factory was creeled in the autumn 
of 1914 Its plant, which is in duplicate, is 
capable of meeting all the requirements of the 
district for the next fewv }ears 

For distribution the o\\gcn gas is drawn from 
the gas holder and compressed bj means of a 
two-stage water cooled compressor into steel 
cylinders at 120 atmospheric pressure The steel 
cthnders are of \arious capacities to meet all re- 
quirements Those of 200 and 100 cubic feet of 
free o\\gcn capacity are suitable for industrial 
purposes, such as metal cutting and welding, 
w'hilsl smaller cxhndcrs of fort\ , twcnt\, and ten 
cubic feet capncitA arc of con\cnicnt size for lime- 
light and medical purposes 

All the compan\’s cehndcrs arc made in accord- 
ance with GoNCrnment requirements, and arc 
annealed and tested at regular intcrv als, for which 
purpose the factort is equipped with a special 
furnace and testing apparatus Testing and 
annealing marks and dales are stamped upon each 
c}Iinder, forming a permanent record of the life 
of each cthnder 


0\}gtn IS used now in all the up-to-date en?i 
ntcring and railway workshops for welding 
metal cutting-, .md its .ipphcations areeeq numer 
Otis Steel plates, bars and sections can be 
welded, wast.ige on steel plates, etc , can be made 
good, new metal being welded in and patches done 
aw at with Wherever possible all urgent slup 
rep ^l^^ are tcr\ much expedited bt the use of either 
the cutting- or the welding blow'pipes Broken 
c.islings can be repaired, ructs can be burnt out 
without d. imaging the met holes, and an} cutting 
awa\ of plates can be executed bv the Universal 
Cutting IJlowpipc Cutting heav} sections up to 
eighteen inches of metal can be carried out b) the 
compant ’s spcciall} constructed machine cutter 
For medical purposes the suppl} of oxigen gas 
of high punt} has proved most valuable, and con- 
sidcr.ible use has been made of it dunngvanous 
epidemics, resulting- in the saving of manv bves 
J he companv have recentiv started to put on the 
market liquid oxvgen as an explosiv e for blasting 
purposes The liquid oxv gen is put up in cellulose 
cartridges, and tlicse arc much safer and cheaper 
than anv other blasting materials 

1 lie head office of the Lightfoot Refngeration 
Co , Ltd , is at -^=5, Queen Victoria Street, London, 
EC 1 hcv have also factories at Birmingham, 
Brighton, Hastings, Tunbridge Wells, East- 
bourne, Bedford, Calcutta, Lahore, and Colombo 
TJic compan} manufacture and instal ice-makmg 
machincrv and refrigerating plants of ever) de 
scnption Their machincrv agents in India are 
Messrs Greaves, Colton and Co , Ltd , Bombav 
.ind thev have the advantage of being able to sell 
from the models of their plant actualh m opera 
tion Tlie general manager for India and Ce}lon 
IS Mr W Bird The telegraphic address is 
“ Liglitfoot ” for all branches 


MILLARS’ TIMBER AND TRADING COMPANY, LTD 
Commerce House, Curnmbho) Road, Ballard Estate 


I^ Bombay arc the lieadquarters for India of 
numerous large well-known firms with connections 
throughout the vv'orld Among them arc Messrs 
Alillars’ Timber and Trading Co , Ltd , whose 
head ofhee for India is in Commerce Street, 
Currimbhov Road, Ballard Estate, and the} have 
branches at Calcutta, Karachi, Madras, and 
Secunderabad The compan} transact a ver} large 
business in India in Jarrah railway sleepers, and 
in that connection have vast resources in timber 
concessions and saw -mills in v'arious parts of the 
world They are also large importers of teak and 
other timbers The company, incorporated in 
England with a capital of ;iF2,ooo,ooo, hav'e their 
head office in Pinners Hall, Austin Friars, London, 
E C , and are represented abroad as follows 
Millars’ Timber and Trading Co , Ltd , St 
George’s House, Perth, 'Western Australia 
Millars’ 'West Australian Hardvv^oods Co , 
Ltd , Taranaki Street, 'k'k^ellington, New' Zealand 


2S0, 

Ltd, 


Millars' West Australian Hardwoods Co , > 

Capetown 

Findlay Millar Timber Co , Manila 
iMilIars Trading and Timber Co , Ltd 
Broadw a} , New York 

Messrs Millars’ Timber and Trading 0 

hav e a subsidiarv compan} in Millars’ Ma m 
Co, Ltd, at whose Thorlej Works, B.^iops 
Stortford, are manufactured all kinds of mac ’ 
such as asphalt plants, concrete mixers, P . J 
etc The Spares and Service Depot of 
Machincrv Co , Ltd , is at Amberlev < . 
Amberlev Road, Paddington, London, ^ ^ w 
Tlie local director of Messrs Mil ars 
and Trading Co , Ltd , m India is Mr J 
and the manager is Mr Fane S Cox 
graphic address is " Jarrah,” and and 

te the ABC 5th edition, Western Union, 

priv ate 


BRUNNER, MOND and CO (INDIA), LTD , Manufacturers of Chemicals, 

Cook’s Building, Hornb} Road 

An article on this company will be found on pages 70 and yj 
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THE MAWSON-VERNON COMPANY, LTD , 

Constructional and Sanitary Engineers, Vulcan House, Nicol Road, Ballard Estate. 


The IMA-n'soN-VERNON Co , Ltd , was established 
m 1919 at the time of the greatest trade boom in 
the world’s history, but, unlike many firms with 
great ambitions who were engulfed m the reaction 
and depression that began soon afterwards, the 



VULCAN HOUSE, BOMBAY, 
Containing Offices of 
THE MAWSON-VERNON CO , LTD 


compan) in question have made steady progress 
and are making their influence felt throughout 
India as constructional and samtarj' engineers, 
specialists in reinforced concrete, and road 
specialising contractors This will be better 
realised by the work Avhich they have carried out 
in connection with the following 

Bombat 

Banks 

Hongkong 5. Shingliai Bank 
Intermtional Bank 
Ifercintile Bank 

Churches 

Chuich [Missionary Society 
St Peter’s Church, Mazagon 
Clubs 

Commercial Gymkhana 
Orient Club, Chois patty 
Yacht Club 

Domestic Buildings 
Arthur House, Appollo Bunder 
Percml House, Kalyan 
Ja\a ^lahal Palace, Nepean Sen Road 
Lansdowne House, Apollo Bunder 
Station Terrace, Lamington Road 
Victoria Lodge, ilalabar Hill 
Wclle^ej House 

Business Pivmises 
Arm% i. Naa-a Stores 
Asiitic Petroleum Co (India), Ltd 
Back Baa Saa miming Baths 
Ballard Piei, Plot Ao 24 
BES A T Co Ltd 
Bonibaa Swadeshi Co-operative Stores 
Bradv Co , Ltd 
Braithaanitc A Co Engineers, Ltd 
British A Foreign Bible Societa 
Greaaes Cotton A Co Ltd 
Hoaaard A Bullough 
Japan Cotton Trading Co 


Lightfoot Refrigeration Co , Ltd 
Mather A Platt 
Richardson A Cruddas 
Roj’al Insurance Co , Ltd 
The Tunes of India 
Freemasons’ Hall 
Mills 

Alexandra MiDs 
Apollo [Mills 
Bradburv Mill 
Dadar Woollen Mills 
Edavaid Sassoon Mills 
Imperial MiU 
Jacob Sassoon AIill 
Kastoorchand Mills 
Kohinoor Mills 
Mahim Dye Works 
Mever Sassoon IMill 
Planet Mdls 
Rachel Sassoon [Mills 
Wallace Flonr AIills 
Shnpnrji Broacha Mills 
Railways 

Bombay Baroda A Central India Railway 
Great Indian Peninsnla Railway 
Ahmedabai) 

Jubilee Spinning A Weaving Mills 
Calico Muls 

AilBEBXATH 

Western India Match Factory 
Calcutta 

Lightfoot Refngeration C!o ’s Factory 



EXCHANGE BUILDING, BOMBAY, 
Erected by 

THE MAWSON-VERNON CO., LTD 


Dixhi 

P W D , Asphalting of Roads 
KArAnwA>j 

Elevated Surface Reservoir for the Sanitarj En 
gineer to the Government of Bombay, Poona 

KHA2,DALiA 

St Peter’s Girls’ High School 
Lahohe. 

Lightfoot Rcingeration Co ’s Faclorv 
Gwabiok State. 

Public Works Department Water Scheme 
Mahauleshwab 

Goioinment House (Hot Mater Installation) 

Elevated Surface Reservoir for the Baroda Stale 
uo^c^nmcnt 
PooN V 

Ycraiada Wafer Tower for P W D Poona 
Khadak-vasla Svphon Sjullwav 
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The Mawson-Winon Co , Ltd , liave <ill modem 
facilities and equipments for their ver}’ comprehen- 
sive activities, and employ m all their departments 
experts, each spccirdiaing- in his particular job In 
the construction of water-tanks of all si/cs, for 
instance, they ire unsurpassed, and arc, at the 
time of writing-, engaged in the design of one at 
Nagpur, which will ha\c a capacity of =500,000 
gallons, and will be the largest of its kind in India 



Road work done by The Mawson Vernon 
Co, Ltd, at the premises of The Llghtfoot 
Refrigeration Co , Ltd , Bombay 


The governing directors of the compant arc 
Mr J Alexander, 13 Sc , AMICE, I E , 
and Mr J F ^ ella 

The compan) are sole agents for the “Elephant” 
glazed and “ Elephant ” patent lloonng tiles 
The^ are contractors to the ^arlous Public 
Works Departments and Indian Nati\c States 
Public Works Departments, the G 1 P 
Railway, etc Their telegraphic address is 
“ Modeng,” Bombaj, and the codes used arc the 
ABC 5th and 6th editions and Bcntlet ’s 



MEHSANA WATER TANK, GUJRAT, 
Erected by 

THE MAWSON VERNON CO, LTD 


JAAIES FINLAY and CO , LTD., 

General Merchants and Commission Agents, Chartered Bank Building, Esplanade Road 


No Erm in India, or indeed in the British Empire, 
has a longer association with the cotton trade than 
Messrs James Finlay and Co , Ltd As indicated 
in their history on page 60, they have been verj' 
influentially connected with that trade since 1798, 
iind have played a prominent part m the develop- 
ment of British commerce and industry They 
"have the distinction of being the first Scottish firm 
to open direct mercantile connections between 
India and the United Kingdom Their first branch 
in India was established in 1816 at Bombay under 
the style of Finlay, Muir and Co , which was 
continued until 1909, when the present designation 
was assumed on the formation of the firm into a 
limited liability company 

At Bombay Messrs James Finlay and Co , Ltd , 
control the Finlay Mills, Swan Mills, and the Gold 
Mohur Mills, which give employment to about 
5,000 persons The Finlay Mills were the first 
cotton mills in India to be driven by electrical 
power Messrs James Finlay and Co , Ltd , are 
large importers of piece-goods and other merchan- 
dise and importers of sugar They were amongst 


the pioneers who built up the great trade in Bom 
bay in the exportation of pearls from the Persian 
Gulf , . 

The Bomba^ branch controls the L 

Karachi At Bomba) the firm are agents for 
following 

The Finlny Hills, Ltd 

Swan jMiIls, Ltd 

Tlio Gold Molnu Mills Ltd 

Clnn Line of Steamers, Ltd 

Ellermnn’s Wilsor Line, Ltd , 

Central Pro\ inces Manganese Ore ^ , -U T„c„ranee 
London .t, ProMncinl Dianne and Generu 

The National Insuiance Co of Great Britain, L 
Kobe Manne Ti-anspoit ct. Fire Insaran e , 
Insuiance Company of North Amenca , j 

Mitsmbisln Manne i lire Insurance 0 
Tokyo 

The Sun Insuiance Office 

Tlie Tolno Manne A File XA Conn 

Automobile Insurance Co ’ 

Actonn Insuiance Co, Hartford, Oon 
The Osaka Alarine A Fiie Insurance , 

The Province Wnsliington Insurance 00 
Platt, Fuller, A Co 
Talbot Bird, A Co 
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F and C OSLER, LTD , Electrical Engineers and Contractors, Hornby Road, 


Messrs F aivD C Oslbu, Ltd , are among the 
pioneers of electrical supplies in India, where they 
have greatly assisted in the development of elec- 
tricity, the entire vast country being dotted with 
electric light, power, pumping, telephone, heat- 
ing and refrigerating plants which have been in- 
stalled by them As indicated in tlie reference on 
page 86 to their senior Indian office at Calcutta, 
the firm were established at Birmingham more 
than a hundred years ago The Bombay branch 
was opened on the introduction of electricity into 
India, and has become one of the most influential 
concerns of its kind m the West of India Its 
comprehensive stock exemplifies the wide range 
of electricity for illumination as well as for motive 
power The firm are specialists m the manufac- 
ture of light fittings both m glass and metal, and 
the large selection of designs to be seen in their 
showrooms hears the unmistakable impress of the 
artist and the craftsman, while nearly every palace 
in India testifies to the beaut}^ and magnificence of 
their lighting effects 

From the first they also concentrated on the pro- 
duction of a fan which for both mechanical and 
ajsthetic merit would be a complement to their 
productions for lighting purposes, and that they 
have succeeded in their ambition is evidenced bv 
the Osier fan, which has no rivals 

The Bombay branch has carried through many 
important undertakings for Governments and 
various public bodies as well as for large business 
houses and individuals An important hydro- 
electric scheme was very successfulh carried 
through by it for the Government of Afghanistan, 
and one of its most recent contracts was the entire 
installation of the electric power and illumination 
plant for the town of Jamnagar, in Kathiawar 

There is nothing pertaining to the wide and 
growing domain of electricity which Messrs 


F and C Osier, Ltd , aie not prepared to carry 
through to the utmost satisfaction of everyone 
concerned 

The comprehensive activities of the firm may be 
indicated by the following list of their agencies 
Rees Roturbo centrifugal pumps, condensers, motors, 
and dvnamos 

W T Glover <L Go’s wires and cables 
jMetiopolitan Vicker’s “ Cosmos ” vacuum and gas- 
filled lamps 



Electric Plant in the Power House at Jamnayar, 
supplied and Installed by F, and C Osier Ltd. 


Biitish Sangamo Go 's electricity meters 
Wardle Engineering Co ’s watertight lanterns and 
reflectoi fittings 

R A Evans, Ltd , electiic bits for passengers and 
goods 

Leyland Roturbo portable fire engines 
Kohler Automatic Co ’s automatic lighting plants 
Ilg Electuc Ventilating Co ’s ventilating fans and 
blow ers 

Walter Macfarlane L Co ’s ornamental cast and 
wrought ironwork 

Rela> Automatic Telephone Co ’s automatic tele 
phones 

Chloiide Electrical Storage Go’s E\ide batteries 
Overseas Motor Service Coiporution’s Delco Remv 
motoi car parts and \ C speedometers 
Smith A Co ’s Wotton hand lanteins 


E D SASSOON and CO , LTD , Merchants, E D Sassoon Building, Ballard Estate 


Amoag the many Jewish families that have con- 
tributed to the development and prestige of 
British commerce and industr) none lias been more 
prominent and influential in that respect in the 
East than tlie Sassoons, hose wealth and achiev e- 
rnents are in keeping with the glamour and romance 
of the ancient cit} of Bagdad, where Mr David 
Snssoon, the founder of that celebrated house, was 
horn in 1792 His father w'as a wealthv "Mesopo- 
Dmian merchant, wdio w'as for manv } ears State 
treasurer to the Turkish Government of Bagdad 
Rnd was known as “ Nasi (Prince) of the Cap- 
Initv ” David Sassoon was engaged m banking 
"it Bagdad until the vear 1S22. wlien, owing to 
Rn outbreak of plague, he removed to Basra and 
subsequenth to Busline He visited Bombav m 
I he course of business in 18-^2 and hav ing decided 
lo remain there, he made a home for his familv 
■'nd established the firm bearing his name opening 


branches at Calcutta, Shanghai, Canton, and 
Hongkong Shrewd m business, while noted for 
mtegntv, David Sassoon made his mark in Bom- 
bav, and the great success which he afterwards 
achieved was attributed b} him mainlj to the 
assistance vv’hich he rcceiv ed from his sons, and 
to Ins strict observance of the old Jewish Jaw 
relating to tithe, which required a man to devote 
a tenth portion of his income to charitable pur- 
poses 

He w as a great benefactor to the poor, and v as 
well-known for his benevolence to Jews in Turkcv 
China Persia, and India In Bombav he built 
and munificcntlv endowed the Talm'ud Torah 
School and at Poona, his summer residence he 
bore the cost of the construction of a verv hand- 
some svnagogue He w ac a most liberal subscriber 
to Sailors Homes in Bamhav and Hongkong, to 
) amine funds funds for widoyi? -md orphans of 
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those wlio were killed during' the Indian Mutiny 
of to liic L.inc.ishire Relief Fund He 

was an aLCOinphshed linguist, speaking Arabic, 
Persian, lurkish, and Hindustani, and evincing 
a desire to promote education, he was a warm 
supporter of an institution for teaching English, 
Arabic, and Hebrew to the rising generation 
Shortly before his death, at Bombay, in 1864, be 
set apart a large sum of money for the ereetion in 
that cit) of a Mechanics’ Institute and Librarj 
which IS called b^ his name, but perhaps one of 
the most important of his gifts was the donation 
of the Sassoon Reformatorj and Industrial School 
for juvenile offenders An ,is\lum for infirm 
persons and general hospital for individuals of ill 
castes and creeds were erected b\ him at Poona, 
and his last gift to the public was a statue of 
Prince \lbcrt 

In appreciation of his philanthropy the citizens 
of Bombay erected a marble bust of David Sassoon 
in the Victoria and Mbert Museum in Parol Road, 
Byculla, to which he had presented an illuminated 
clock-tower, and on December 14, 1S64, a special 
meeting of his late fcllow-citi 7 cns was held, under 
the chairmanship of the Go\crnor, at which it 
was resolved to erect a statue to his mcmor\ in 
the Sassoon Mechanics’ Institute 

One of Mr David Sassoon’s sons, Mr Elias 
David Sassoon, founded in 1878 the firm of E D 
Sassoon and Co , an offshoot of the parent concern 
Messrs E D Sassoon and Co have become one 
of the largest houses in the Orient, and uphold a 
great proportion of the cotton industrj of Bom- 
bay 

Mr Elias David Sassoon, who died in j88o, 
was succeeded in the business by his three sons — 


Jacob, who became Sir Jacob Sassoon, Bart 
Edward Sassoon, and Meyer Sassoon Th^ 
have all passed away The firm was formed into 
a limited liability company in 1921, and the 
directors are Sir Victor Sassoon, Bart, Capt 
R. E Sassoon, Mr A J Rajmond and his 
nephew, Mr Albert Raymond 
'i he business of Messrs E D Sassoon and Co , 
Ltd , IS the largest of the Sassoon undertakings 
1 he firm arc managing agents of 

riio E D Sassoon United JIiIIs, Ltd , composing 
Mc^andm Mill 
E D Sa,ssoon Mills 
Bnclnol Sassoon !Mill 
J icol) Sassoon Mill 
E D S liirJccj Red Dve Works 
The Eilward Sassoon Mills, Ltd 
The Mover Sassoon Mills, Ltd 
The Anollo Mills, Ltd 

I’he Elpliinslone Spinning A, Weaving Mills Co, Ltd 
The David Mills Co Ltd 
1 he Elplnnstono Oil Mill 
Ahniiittv A. Co , Ltd 
Raymond Woollen Afill 
Thev arc also agents for 
Rovol Lvehange Assni-ancc (Marine) 
llollnnd British India Line 
Atlas Assnranco Co , Ltd 
Eastern Chemical Co Ltd 

Amcncan Foreign Insuianco Association (claim 
settling agents) 

St Paul's Fire A. Jraiino Insnrance Co, Ltd 
Messrs E D Sassoon and Co , Ltd , operate 
verj cvtensnelj as bankers and general mechants 
The) are very influentially established at Calcutta, 
Karachi, Rangoon, Hongkong, Shanghai, Man 
cliestcr, and in London at 17, St Helen's Place, 
E C The E D Sassoon Building m Dougall 
Road, Ballard Estate, which is their own propert), 
was erected in 1921 


H J FOSTER and CO , LTD , Import and Export Merchants, Advertising Agents, 
Exchange Buildings, Sprott Road, Ballard Estate 


Business is not always a question of money 
making Financial profit is, of course, the motive 
force behind all trade, and must continue so while 
the inhabitants of this material world retain tbeir 
present characteristics Nevertheless, the com- 
plexities and ramifications of commerce and in- 
dustry are continually increasing as the result of 
the unceasing application of knowledge and skill 
towards the prevention and alleviation of pain and 
illness and the enhancement of physical well-being 
An interesting and impressive example in the 
latter connection is afforded by the business of 
Messrs H J Foster and Co , Ltd , a business 
which IS exerting by its service and supplies a vast 
amount of good that cannot be better appreciated 
than by the 27,000 medical men on the firm’s 
mailing list, who know full well the efficacy of the 
famous and valuable commodities which, through 
Messrs H J Foster and Co , Ltd , are growing 
in popular demand all over the Indian Empire and 
elsewhere Messrs H J F oster and Co , Ltd , 
are not concerned with hardware nor machinery , 
they are not interested m piece-goods nor alcoholic 
liquors , but they are enterprisingly concerned with 


pharmaceutical goods, provisions, and toilet reqm 
sites They are^ for instance, sole agents in n ' 
for the renowned products of the Glaxo la 
tones The Claxo milk povv'^der is just as , 
vitamins as the natural fresh liquid from w 1 
It IS converted in less than three seconds No 0 
dried milk is prepared under the same stne s 
tific control and from the milk of cattle e 
fresh green pasture throughout the 
further ensure that Claxo should 
in perfect condition, it is packed for the rop 
special tins, which exclude all air In this 
finest milk in the world — that of the j 

lierds of New Zealand — is available in n ‘ 
all the hidden dangers which lurk in the iqu 
of the latter countrs' are avoided ^ P'"! 
ever, from ensuring this perfect the 

ness, the Claxo process produces a c 
physical character of the casein, causing 1 ^ 

a light flocculent curd when in contac . 
gastric juices, in place of the hard, dense, 
curd formed from ordinary ^ p in d'*’* 

property is an exceedingly valuable ’ j],an 
the digestibility of Glaxo is much g 
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that of ordinary or condensed milk — a matter of 
first importance both in infant feeding and in those 
gastric complaints to which many persons m the 
tropics are prone 

Another of the remarkable products from the 
Glavo laboratories is Ostehn, which is a prepara- 
tion of die active medicinal portion of cod-hver 
oil, separated from the fatty constituents of the oil, 
and presenting Vitamin D, the factor which gives 
to cod-hver oil its tlierapeutic value, in very high 
concentration Four hundred gallons of cod- 
hver oil yield but one pint of Ostehn, a quart of 
which is worth ^^4,000 

Ostehn enables the tonic stimulating properties 
of vitamin D to be obtained by patients of all ages 
without any of the unpleasant effects which so 
often attend the use of cod-hver oil The thera- 
peutic value of Vitamin D is due to its power of 
promoting the absorption of calcium and phos- 
phorus , in Its absence, however adequate may be 
the supply of these elements in the dietary, the 
organism will fail to derive benefit from their 
digestion, for they will be passed through the 
system without being absorbed into the blood 
serum and tissues 

In the adult many nervous disorders, especially 
that commonly known as tropical neurasthenia, 
are due to a deficiency of phosphorus m the system, 
and this ultimately to a deficiency of the vitamin 


which promotes its absorption The course of 
wasting diseases, especially of pre-tubercular con- 
ditions, IS also greatly influenced by the stimulus 
which the administration of adequate supplies of 
Vitamin D gives to the absorption of calcium and 
phosphorus 

IMessrs H J Foster and Co , Ltd , are agents 
for many otlier noteworthy things, including 
Glaxovo, Cocogem, hlackintosh’s Toffee, Urodo- 
nal, Vichy Agreable Shavex, Zee-Kol, Semprohn 
Carmex, Delletrez Perfumes, Vivaudou Perfumes, 
Flyosan Bismuthated Magnesia, etc 

The}' started their business in 1911, and were 
formed into a limited habihty company in 1924 
Their headquarters are at Bomba} , and they have 
branches at Calcutta, Madras, Lahore, Karachi, 
Bankok, Singapore, and Penang 

Messrs H J Foster and Co , Ltd , operate also 
very ably as general advertising agents and con- 
tractors, and draw up all kinds of publicity 
schemes for newspapers, etc The work of the 
experts in this branch of the business is under the 
supervision of the Managing Director of the com- 
pany, Mr E W Foster, who has had consider- 
able experience of advertising in Great Britain 
and elsewhere The firm’s telegraphic address is 
“ Hustlers ” for both Bomba} and Calcutta, and 
their codes are Bentley’s and the ABC 5th and 
6th editions 


HERBERT, SON and CO , LTD, 11-13, Elphmstone Circle, Fort 


L former times before the introduction of modem 
inventions life in India and elsewhere in the East 
must have been accompanied by many limitations 
and deprivations such as people of to-day, more 
fortunate than their predecessors, are not called 
upon to undergo By reason of the achievements 
of science and industry, as well as commercial 
enterprise and ability, residents there, so far as 
their commissariat is concerned, are infinitely 
better off than were the early settlers, whose 
supplies were very limited m comparison with the 
multiplicity of preserved foods and liquors that 
have since become necessities throughout the 
vorld This is excellently demonstrated by the 
great variet} of groceries and provisions, wines 
and spirits, confectionery, etc , sustaining the 
large wholesale business of Messrs Herbert, Son 
and Co , Ltd Even since their business avas 
established in iSgS vast improvements have been 
clTected in food production, and an inspection of 
the innumerable comestibles supplied by them, put 
up in receptacles that are, in man^ cases, useful 
acquisitions without their delicious contents, 
render it difficult to concene further progress in 
the same connection possible 

In the firm’s godowns for wines and spirits 
occup\ing an area of about 6,000 square feet in 
'“Ustom House Road, is a stock that includes aer} 
mari\ of ilie finest brands on the market 

Messrs Herbert, Son and Co , Ltd arc also 
'er\ large wholesale suppliers of cigarettes, patent 


medicines, soaps, and household requisites In- 
surance is an important department of their acti- 
vities, and they are agents for the General 
Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corporation, 
Ltd , Indian Guarantee and General Insurance 
Co , Ltd , and the Empire of India Life Assurance 
Co , Ltd 

1 he ability wath wdiich the business is directed is 
further manifested by the advertising department, 
w'hich deals wath all classes of advertising — news- 
papers, raihvays, trams, ’buses, etc Amongst its 
resources is an addressograph equipment contain- 
ing upw-ards of 10,000 addresses of dealers, clubs, 
messes, hotels, restaurants, Indian chiefs, senior 
civil serv'ants, railway officers, business houses, 
etc , W'hich IS of the greatest talue for circularising 
purposes 

The firm w'as formed in 1923 into a limited 
liabiht} compan} , and operates in conjunction with 
Herbert, Son and Co (Calcutta), Ltd , iia, 
Radha Bazar Lane, Calcutta, both companies being 
under the same management The managing 
directors are Messrs L W A Herbert and G 
M Rose, the other directors are Messrs R E 
Harrington. L Blunt, and R Preston The direc- 
tor at Calcutta is Mr W Harold Chate 

Mr Herbert is an insurance expert of great 
experience, and was v ith the Central AceVdent 
Fire and Life Insurance Co for tv cnt\ tears He 
IS a director of the Indian Guarantee and General 
Insurance Co . Ltd , ind stnrted the Mill Ov ners’ 
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Mutual InsuiaiKc Association for covering Iiabihlj 
under the Indian Woikmcn’s Compensation Act 
of 1914 

At tlic end of 1926 Messrs Herbert, Son and 
Co , Ltd , acquired tlic general merchandising 
business of Messrs H B McKcrrow and Co , 
established in 1919 

The telegraphic address of Messrs Herbert, 
Son and Co, Ltd, 13omba\ , and Herbeif, Son 
and Co (Calcutta j, Ltd , is “ Ilcrbertson,” and 
the codes used are the A ]3 C edilion and 
Bentley’s Both comp.inics are agents for the 
following 

■WINEb, SPIKHS, BEERS, CORD! \ES, ETC 
‘Whiskies 

Jntnes Biiclnnnn vk Co Ltd (B C ) 
lliinni Walker Sons, Ltd (B ) 

Bi indies 

Jas lJenness\ Co (B ) 

Ade' Sonnrd A Co (B ) 

George Vlfred (C ) 

Adet AXX (C ) 

Clinnipigiic 
Ernest Jiroi (B ) 

Boor, C^der, etc 
At B Poster iv Sons Ltd (B C ) 

John Powler 4 Co Ltd (B C ) 

Plowman Barrett A. Co , Ltd (C ) 

Biiigei Brin 
Gin Sclinaniis 
Wolfe’s Sclinapps (B C ) 

“ Boefonter ” Gins (B C ) 

Burioiigh’s Phnioiilh Gin (B C ) 

Flench Wines 

Adet, Sewird A Co ’s “ Y D ” Wines (B ) 

Italian Wines ind Vermouth 
Maitini A Rossi (B ) 

Tonic Wine 
Wino\, Ltd (B ) 

Liqueurs 

James Burrough, Ltd (B C ) 

Lime Juice Cordials, etc 
L Rose A Co Ltd (B ) 

PROVISIONS, CONFECTIONERY, ETC 
Biscuits 

WAR Jacob A Co , Ltd (C ) 

Peak, From A Co , Ltd (B ) 

Confectioner! 

Cidbuiy Bros , Ltd (B ) 

T S Frv A Sons, Ltd (B ) 

Edwiid Sliaip A Sons Ltd (B C ) 

FoCs Glacier Aluits (India ) 

Jimes Alirshall (India ) 

Lightbowms (“ Grips ” Pastilles) (India ) 


Atiirmalade and Pieservcs 

James RoliLitson A Sons, Ltd (B ) 
Cheese 

J J1 L\sscn -(B C ) 

John A Iluntci A Co (B C ) 

Essences 

Slcicnsoii A Jfowcll, Ltd (B ) 
lliinis. Bacon etc 

lolin A Hunter A Co, Ltd (B C ) 
Sausages, Potted Aleats, etc 
1 hos Wall A Sons, Lkl (B C ) 

Tohn A Hiinter A Co , Ltd (B C ) 
Salt, Jcllj Crsstals, etc 
Ccrelios, Ltd (B C ) 

Sauces, Pickles, etc 
Ilolbiooks, Ltd (B C ) 

Sai dines A Canned Goods 

\ngus Wa'son A Co , Ltd (C ) 

'J rondhjLii Canning A Export Co (B ) 
Canadian Fishiig Co (B ) 

Tea, C'olTi e 

'J lie Anibcr lips Tei Co , Ltd (B ) 
In\ilid Pootls 

Chelhind Fooels Co (India) 


Ltd (BC; 


CIO \ RE riF^, PATPNT AIEDICIEES, SOAPS and 
HOUSEHOLD REQUISITES 

Bool Polish 

1 he Nugget Boot Polish Co 
Cigaiettes, 'lobacco and Pipes 
\hdulli A Co , Ltd (India) 

Flooi and Fiinnture Polish 
The Nugget Polish Co , Ltd (Poliilor ) (B C ) 
Insect Powdei 
1 liomas Keiting (India) 

Patent Medicines 

.\shton A Parsons (Phosfenne' (India) 

J 1 Disenpoit, Ltd (Dr Colhs Browne’s CUoio- 
d\ne) (B C ) , , 

B W Hm A Son, Ltd ( \stlima Cure) (India) 
I'ostcr McClellan Co , Ltd (Doin's Preparations), 
(India) 

Seott A Tinner (Andrews Lner Salt) (C ) 

Cerebos, Ltd (Heilth Saline) (B ) 

Disinfectants 
Milton (C ) 

Plate Powder 
J Goddard A Sons (B C ) 

Soaps, Toilet Propaiations, etc 
A A F Pears, Ltd (B ) 

Toilet Pieparations 

Intel national Icilma Trading Co 


Ltd (Cl 


NOTE— (B ) signifies ngenev for Bombay temferv 
(C ) signifies agency for Calcutta t-emtorv 
(B C ) signifies agenca for Bombay and oa 
terntoiies 

(India) signifies agenca for all India 


LANGLEY and CO , Cotton Brokers and 

Thf prominent and influential position occupied 
by Messrs Langley and Co as cotton brokers and 
merchants is indicated by the fact that m 1926 
they imported the largest quantity of American 
cotton into India, viz , 100,000 bales They are 
extensive exporters of cotton to Europe and the 
Far East Throughout India their influence in the 
cptton trade is ubiquitous, and they have buying 
agents in all the principal centres of the industry in 
that country. 

The business of Messrs Langley and Co was 
started in 1915 by Mr G E D Langley, who was 
joined m partnership in 1920 by Mr G Boyagis 
The latter is one of the most experienced autho- 
rities in the cotton trade in India He joined the 
firm of Ralli Bros m Liverpool, and in 1903 pro- 


Merchants, Oriental Buildings, Hornbj Road. 

cecded to their Bombay branch, ^f^theif 

mained for sea^enteen years, and was hea 0 
cotton department Mr Boa^agis resigne 
that position in order to join Mr Lange), 
a director of the Indian Cotton and 

other partners are Messrs A H Rhodes 
S D Chard, avho likeavise haae had long 
ence of the cotton trade Messrs ^ pool 

Co are Associate Members of the 
Cotton Association They are agen ® . at 

Palatine Insurance Co , Ltd , and tele 

Calcutta, Karachi, and Cawnpore . psed 

graphic address is “ Langlet,”^and t e 
by them are Bentley’s, Mever s ^ 
tions, ABC 5th and 6th editions 
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THE ORIENTAL GOVERNMENT SECURITY LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, LTD , 

Oriental Building, Esplanade Road 


The OmEKTiE Govekamext Security Life Assuh- 
AXCE Co , Ltd , i\as founded m 1S74 by Mr 
Duncan M Slater as the first purely Indian life 
assurance compaii} It was started m a small 
room at No g, Elphinstone Circle, Bombay, for 
which a rent of Rs 40 per month w'as paid, and 
Mr Slater had one assistant Nevertheless he 
secured the support of some local men of gfreat 
wealth and influence, and the undertakings attained 
rapid and successful development 

One pnmar} object of the compan) was to 
insure Indian lives at the same rates as thosew'hich 
were exacted for the assurance of Europeans, and 
in this respect the “ Oriental ” is the pioneer of 
pioneers Haiing" reg'ard as a first consideration 
to the interests of policyholders, certain definite 
and orig'inal rules w^ere formulated to remedy de- 
fects tliought to exist in the methods of European 
compames alread} at w^ork in the countr}' Thus, 
in addition to providing polic} holders w'lth a con- 
trolling interest, provisions w^ere made in the con- 
stitution of the companj strictl} prohibiting amal- 
gamations, and furnishing the highest order of 
security' for its engagements , gn ing a fixed mone- 
tar) \ alue for ei er} premium paid, b} investing 80 
per cent thereof m Government securities in trust 
with the Official Trustee of Bombay for policy- 
holders as their sole property to meet payment of 
claims , b) shareholders and policyholders appomt- 
ing their own trustees, auditors, and consulting 
actuary to protect their respective interests , by 
funds being invested in Government securities and 
securities authorised for the in\ estment of trust 
funds onlj , and remaining in India, so as to afford 
absolute safetj to both shareholders and policy- 
holders 

A compan\ founded on such a basis, and keep- 
ing e\er before it, as did the ” Oriental,” the con- 
stant ideal of economical management was, given 
the absence of an\ untoward circumstances, bound 
to succeed , and the progress made b\ the ‘‘ Orien- 
tal ” in the first fifti lears of its experience is in 
itself a remarkable justification of the loftv prin- 
ciples which animated its original directors and 
mnnager, and a thorough refutation of the lugu- 
brious prophecies promulgated at its inception 


The capital of the new' company was fixed at a 
sum of Rs 10,00,000, and w'as subscribed to the 
extent of Rs 6,00,000 in three tliousand shares of 
Rs 200 each The amount of capital called up was 
only Rs 1,50,000 It w'as held to be a fallacy that 
a large paid-up capital is essential in floating a con- 
cern of the kind The shares, now' Rs 100 paid up, 
stand in the market to-day at over Rs 2,000, and 
are practically' unobtainable This in itself con- 
stitutes a singularly effective appreciation by the 
Indian public of the skiff and judgment w'lth w'hich 
the affairs of the ‘‘ Oriental ” are conducted 
The progress of the company is indicated by' the 
following figures 


A DECENNIAL RECORD OF PROGRESS 


Vear 

of 

Policies 
in force 

Existing 

Assurance 

Total 

Income 

Total 

Assets 



Rs 

Rs 

Rs. 

1886 

6,658 

2,04,87,450 

9,40,724 

24,73,120 

1896 

24,386 

5,97,60,620 

28,47,012 

1,20,72,811 

1906 

48,147 

9,45,63,407 

48,84,536 

2,84,76,155 

1916 

65,842 

12,69,14,109 

75,41,655 

5,56,74,816 

1926 

112,210 

23,73,70,325 

1,45,82,551 

7,74,93,727 


Up to the time of w'riting the company has paid 
m claims more than ten crores of rupees 
The company has 18 branches and 6 chief 
agencies spread over India, Burma, and Ceilon 
Its branches at Calcutta, Rangoon, Madras, 
Colombo, and Bangalore are housed m the com- 
pany ’s ow'n property , and the head-office building 
in Hornby Road is built on what is doubtless the 
best Business site in Bombay The hold which the 
Oriental has on the people of India can be gauged 
bv the fact that in 1925 the company transacted 
over 36 4 per cent of the total new' business com- 
pleted b^ all Indian companies Alwa^s progres- 
sne and with capable and economical manage- 
ment, It is not to be wondered at that the Oriental 
IS to some degree w'hat the Prudential is in Great 
Britain , nor is one surprised to read in the Indian 
Life AsKuroncc Tea? Bool foi 1926, in the Intro- 
ductory Note b^ the Go\emment \ctuan , that 
man^ of the life assurance companies in AVestern 
India ha\e profited by the excellent lead given bv 
the Oriental 


HAVERO TRADING COMPANY, LTD , 

Dteshiffs, Chemicals, Pharmaceutical Products, Photographic Material, etc , 
Havero House and Sudama House, Ballard Estate, and Canada Budding, Hornby Road 


Amoxcst the wonders of modem discovers are 
the products from coal tar One of these, for 
instance, is aniline AVhen Sir AA' H Perkin 
succeeded in 1S5S m producing from it the dyestuff 
to which the name of mauveinc was given, the 
tjreat development of the aniline dve^ began, and 
tlicir range now covers everv “^liade of colour 
desired and everv varietv of fastness 

Aniline dves and the allied alirarinc vat and 
naphtol dvestuffs are novvadavs universalh em- 


ploved, not only for textile fabrics, but also for 
leather papers, soaps, cosmetics, paints, and 
numerous other industrial products Germanv is 
the great home of the synthetic dvestuff industrv 
and the leading firms cngaircd in it there namely 

Bid '^cne Amlin iind FalinL Ladvipsinfon n Eli 

1-arbvorkr vorni Alcister I icins nnd Bnicmnv 
Ttooc^ist a M 

FarWnfabnVon V ai-m Pnrdr BaacriC-o Tv^v. r’, icrn 
T Rn 


T^po’d CassUh i Ca 0 m 1 ) 11 Fnn, ft,-' 


M 
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AcUcngcsoIlsclinft fucr Anihnfnbiikiilion, ])prlm 
Clionnsclio Ftibnk ^orm Wcilci lorlMooi, Ucrdinpcii 
ft Rli 

Knllo X Co , A G , Biobiich n Rli 
Fmln\cik Jluelillicini \oini A Ijconlinult A Co, 
Muohleim n Ivl 

nmalg-nmated towards the end of 192:5 m a single 
concern entitled 

I G FAIIBENINDUSTRIE AKTIENGESECLSOllAl'l, 
w'ltli a capital exceeding Mk 650 million 

For the consolidation and better advancement 
of Its trade in India, Burma, and Ce3lon, where 
all the foregoing firms had been operating through 
various importers, the combined concern entered 
into an agreement with the H.ivero 1 rading Co , 
Ltd , incorporated in Rotterdam, to be, from April, 
1926, its sole importer for these countries 
The goods handled b)' the Havero Trading Co , 
Ltd , comprise, besides aniline d\es, a large range 
of chemicals, pharmaceutical products, synthetic 
perfumes, artificial silk, etc 

The companj^’s headquarters for India arc at 
Bomba}', where its Aniline Department is situated 
in the large four-storeyed building know'n as 
Havero House, Ballard Estate, w'hereas the 
General and Photographic Departments arc m 
Canada Building, Hornb} Road The Pharma- 
ceutical Department is situated in Sudama House, 
Ballard Estate, which contains also the large 


up-to-date and fully equipped Central Laboratori 
under the management of several European’ 
experts ^ 

I he company is also established at Calcutta, 
Delhi, and Madras, where, apart from its business 
with the mill industry, it specialises in the im 
portant ba/aar trade and in educating the popula 
tion in the benefits and values of the goods it is 
marketing with such enterprise and ability The 
thoroughness with w'hich it is operating maj k 
gauged from the fact that, apart from its Central 
Laboratory in Bombay, w'ell equipped laboratones, 
under European management, are kept up at the 
Madras and Calcutta branches Conterminous 
w'lth the Dyestuff Department of the Calcutta 
Ijranch arc the headquarters of the Pharmaceutical 
Department, under the management of a European 
expert, devoted to such famous products as those 
of Messrs Fricdr Baver and Co , Leverkusen, 
Germany (w'ho gave aspirin to the world upwards 
of thirty years ago), as well as the renowned 
pharmaceutical products of Meister Lucius and 
Brucning, Hocchst, Germany , wdiich have found 
such great popularity owing to their outstanding 
merit 

The telegraphic address of the Havero Trading 
Co , Ltd , at Bombav is " Havanihne,” and thi 
codes used arc Bentley’s, A B C 5th and 6fh 
editions, Rudolph Mosse, and Simplex 


SCINDIA STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY, LTD , 

NAROTTAM MORARJEE and CO , Managing Agents, Sudama House, Ballard Estate 


The first years after the cessation of the Great 
War were unparalleled in the world’s history for 
the unprecedented boom in every branch of com- 
merce and industry The reaction from the years 
of terrible conflict found expression in new busi- 
ness undertakings in every land India was no 



SUDAMA HOUSE, BOMBAY, 

Headquarters o£ 

SCINDIA STEAM NAVIGATION CO,, LTD 


exception thereto, and amongst the most prominent 
and ambitious of her sons was a young contractor, 
Mr Walchand Hirachand, who had already given 
impressive manifestation of his ability m Bombay 
and elsewhere His swift enterprise and judgment 
were eloquently demonstrated when on returning 


to the city' from a visit up-country he was offered 
the purchase of the hospital steamship Loyalty, 
then lying at tlie docks With characterishc 
promptitude and energy he at once proceeded from 
the Victoria Terminus to inspect the vessel, an 
w’as so impressed with the potentialities of ^ 
opportunitv thus presented to him that he soon 
succeeded in interesting various prominent nn 
influential Bombav' gentlemen, including 
fnow Sir) Lalubhai Samaldas and Mir Narotfam 
Morarjee, in the project of forming a new 
ship company that would have as its . 

steamer in question Thus was found 
Scindia Steam Navigation Co , Ltd , ^ 

of four and a half crores of rupees, in- 

firm of Narottam Morarjee and Co as mamg 


on afterwards the s s Loyalty was 
a passenger steamer, and sailed for & 
a full complement of distinguished pa^s 
including Mr Narottam Morarjee ^ 
ihand Hirachand, who, on the 

destination, bought for /G ’ 

:e Shipping Line, consisting of s 
great difficulty was experience •NTaviga 

ice of Its vessels to the Scindia g-pments 

Co , Ltd , but eventually all the 
satisfactorily settled by 1921. an 

began to ply on ^’f,"n,^‘'ediate oppo* 
arance there, however, led to 1 interests 
1 by already established slupP' , steam 
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Navigation Co , Ltd , for instance, came down 
from Rs 18 to Rs 6 per ton, with the result that the 
new Indian company lost hundreds of thousands 
of rupees A proposal was made by the British 
India Co practically to buy up the Scindia Co , 
and altliough some of the directors were inclined 
at one stage to consider the proposal on its merits, 
the courage and the far-sighted patriotism of Mr 
Walchand Hirachand, aided by the strenuous 
efforts of Mr Master, the manager, and supported 
by the opinion in the country that the acceptance 
of such a proposal would sound the death-knell of 
Indian shipping, were responsible for the rejection 
of the proposal The Scindia Co had the wisdom 
to buy Its own cargo and to give direct service to 
ports till then neglected by the British India Co 
Mr Walchand Hirachand had the support of his 
colleagues m firml)^ withstanding the vigorous 
opposition of the British India Co against the 
Scindia Co , with the result that ultimately the con- 
tending companies decided to work in harmonj 
on the coast This was a great achievement for 
an Indian company, because all the previous efforts 
of Indians in that direction had been rendered 
futile by the strong and unfair fight which the 
foreign shipping companies had given them in 
Indian waters 

The patronage now received by the Scindia Co 
from the Indian shippers is so great that, in 
addition to the ten steamers of its own, it is also 
running four steamers on time charter, the total 
^RRi'^gate dead-weight capacity of the entire fleet 
amounting to about 102,620 tons The company 


maintains regular services from the ports in Burma 
to Ceylon and Bombay via coast ports, as well as 
a regular service from Calcutta to Karachi via 
all the intermediate ports, thus practically catering 
for all the ports on the coasts of India, Burma, 
and Ceylon The company has branch offices at 
Calcutta, Karachi, Rangoon, Moulmein, Akyab, 



SS. “JALABALA," 

SCINDIA STEAM NAVIGATION GO , LTD. 


and also thirty agencies at all the principal ports 
of the Indian seaboard The directors are Mr 
Narottam Morarjee (chairman) , the Honourable 
Sir D E Wacha, Kt , Messrs Walchand 
Hirachand, Lalji Naranji, Hiralal Dayabhai Nana- 
vati, Revashanker Jagjivan Zaven, and Sir 
Lalubhai Samaldas, Kt , C I E 


JAMES MACKINTOSH and CO , 

Ship Brokers and Steamship Agents, IGa, Elphinstone Circle, Fort 


One of the best known and oldest firms m Elphin- 
stone Circle is that of Messrs James Mackintosh 
and Co , whose business was established in the 
^rly portion of the nineteenth century by a Mr 
Blay, who was shortly afterwards joined in part- 
nership b}' hlr James Mackintosh under the style 
of Blay and Mackintosh Mr Blay retired about 
1850, and Mr Mackintosh continued on his own 
account for some years until Mr Chubildas 
Lallubhai and subsequently Mr J R K Johnson 
''ere admitted into partnership, the firm being 
B^n designated James Mackintosh and Co In 
18^ Mr Mackintosh died, and Mr Kidd, arriving 
m Bombay from England in the latter part of the 
'ear to assist m the management of the business, 
became a partner on Januar) ist, 1892 
*n 1SS7 Mr Johnson proceeded to London and 
opened a home office in Leadenhall Street, which 
^as under his control until he retired m iSgg, when 
J" Kidd took his place He remained in charge 
p P London office at Bur\ Street Chambers, 
1 until his death in 1925 

I L ^ Rortlock, son of the late Mr G T Port- 
ock, for man^ \cars a director of the Clan Line, 
*^'0 led India m 1906 to take o\ er the management 
^ die Bomba\ oflicc, and four }cars later he 


became a partner Mr Chubildas Lallubhai died 
in igi4> 3rid since then the business has been 
owned and carried on by Mr Portlock in Bombay 
The interests of Messrs James Mackintosh and 
Co are of a very diversified character, but they 
specialise in shipping matters, especiallj the agency 
of steamers, and the firm are also chartering 
brokers, charterers of ships on their own account, 
agents for sale and purchase of vessels and repre- 
sentatives of the following 

North of England Protecting A. IndemniU Association 
West of England Steamship Oiiners’ Protecting &. 

Indemnitc Association 

Standard SS Owners’ P A f Association, Ltd 
Chde SS Insurance Association, Ltd 
British Shipowners’ Afutual P A I Association Ltd 
Sunderland Steamship Owners’ Protecting and 
Indemnity Association 

United Kingdom Mutual Steamship Assurance Asso- 
ci it ion Ltd 

London Steamship Owners’ Mutual Insurance Associa 
tion Ltd 

Newcastle Protecting A Indcmnits Association 
Neptune Steamship Protecting A Indemniti Associa 
t'on 

Britannia Steamship Insurance Accociation, Ltd 
Hull Mutual 'Steamship Protecting Socicts.LM 
Assurance Foreningen '^Lnld 
Assurance Foreningen Gard 
Sicngcs Angfirtsgc Assurans Forcamgs 
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Noithcrn Shi])o\\ iiois’ Associnlioii 
Dnnsko Tleclcios Kctsiucin (Danisli Sliipowncis’ 
Defence Associn(jon) 

Ameuenn SS Owncis’ ^lutunl Piol'cctmg A In(leninil\ 
Assocmtion of Now Yoik, nrid 
United States Piolecting Indemnity Agency, Inc , 
of New York 


Messrs James Mackintosh and Co are owners 
of the business of the Omiar Foundry and Engin 
termf,’- Co , Ltd , wliicli went into voluntary Lqui 
d.ition in 1926 They liave been since I9i3secre 
t. tries and treasurers of 


H I DIXON and CO , LTD , 

Engineers, Iron and Brass Founders, Ship Repairers, etc , IMazagon, 


The establishment of tins eompaii} is one of the 
largest and best equipped of its kind in Bombay 
A special feature is made of drv dock work, but 
nothing IS too great to be undertaken there, and 
the company arc cquall) skilful and prompt in 
fitting out a large steamer as they arc m dealing 
w'lth the requirements of a craft of comparative!} 
small tonnage The business was founded in the 
tear I SS6 by the late Mr H I Dixon, w ho opened 
wmrks in Hospital Lane, Ma/agon, and it was not 
long before the concern began to detclop very 


shops, w'hieh comprise the usual departments for 
an engineering concern 

In 1913 the firm was formed into a limited 
liability compant, with Alessrs James Mackintosh 
and Co as secretaries and treasurers 

During the Great War Messrs H I Dixon and 
Co , Ltd , w'cre entrusted by the Gotemment of 
India with important and urgent commissions m 
preparing and equipping steamers for transport 
ser\ ICC They undertake all kinds of construe 
tinnal, engineering, and repairing w'orks, and are 



FIVE VESSELS UNDERGOING REPAIRS BY H L DIXON and CO, LTD. 
IN THE HUGHES DRY DOCK, BOMBAY 


successfully Eventually the greater portion of 
the site upon which the works were erected w'as 
required for the construction of the Port Trust 
railway As the remainder of the land was utterly 
inadequate for the business, a suitable plot in 
Mazagon Road was obtained whereon new work- 
shops were built in 1911 fully equipped with 
modem machinery and plant Even that place 
eventually became inadequate, and the company 
have now much larger premises in Love Lane 
The original premises in Hospital Lane are still 
retained for the manufacture of brass and copper 
specialities, but the bulk of the work — ^and particu- 
larly that of a heavy character — is done in the new 


amongst the companies who hold a licence 
the Hughes and Merew'ether Dry Doc s 
also on the list of Government 
secure a considerable amount of w'or 0 ^ 
w^orks and other departments They ‘ j-Pise 
staff of certified European engineers, vj 0^ 
strict supervision in every' department, 
hundred skilled w'orkmen are constant y ® ^5 

The telegraphic address of the co 

“ Noxid,” Bombay are agents 

Messrs H I Dixon and Co , > , ppy 

for Stony Smithson’s anti-corrosn 
fouling compositions and Rawplugs > 
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THE TATA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, LTD , 
Phoeniv Building, Sprott Road, Ballard Estate 


The Tata Co^STRHCTIO^ Co , Ltd , was formed in 
1920 bj' a merger of Messrs Pliatak and 
Walchand, Ltd , who had been successfully 
engaged in contract work for a considerable time 



Portion oE tunnel No i oE the G.I.P Railway 
Bhore Ghat Realignment Works, 3,000 Eeet In 
length on a continuous curve. This tunnel, made 
by the Tata Construction Co , Ltd., was started 
from both ends and two shafts over 100 feet deep, 
and was met almost at dead centre within a 
record time 



Poona face of No 2 Tunnel of the G I P Railway 
Bhore Ghat Realignment Works, made by The 
Tata Construction Co., Ltd The length of this 
tunnel Is about 1,200 feet on a continuous curve 

The compan\ undertake constructional work such 
as railwajs, including tunnels, bridges, buildings, 
and have on their staff about si\t\ Indian qualified 
engineers and eight European engineers Thet 
bate a workshop on which ;Y40,ooo has been spent, 


and their plant, w'orth about ^£*50,000, consists of 
twenty-five miles of light railway wuth eight loco- 
motives and necessary rolling stock, pumping 
plant, complete tunnel plant wuth up-to-date com- 
pressed-air plant, etc 

The Tata Construction Co , Ltd , operate 
through five associated companies, viz Marsland, 
Price and Co , Ltd , The Hindustan Construction 
Co , Ltd , The All India Construction Co , Ltd , 
The Eastern Construction Co , Ltd , and The 
Indian Hume Pipe Co , Ltd Their operations are 
spread over the whole of India, and the important 
undertakings in wdiich they are at present engaged 
are tunnel w'ork, costing about a quarter of a 
million sterling, for the G I P Raihva} , near 
Poona, railw^ay bridges on the Nerbudda, costing 
_;£^6o,ooo, Sukkur, ;£'30,ooo, Shahpura and Basta, 
^£"30,000, for the G I P , and for the N W Rail- 
w'ay a bridge on the Indus at Kalabagh They 
recentl} completed “ formation ” w^ork for the 
Tansa mams of the Bombay Municipaht} at a cost 
of about ;£'7 oo,ooo 



Steel centring for the arch of the G I P Railway 
Bhore Ghat Tunnel Works, designed and con 
structed by The Tata Construction Co., Ltd This 
steel structure could be moved on rails laid on the 
screw backs. 

The business is held in high esteem, being 
operated b\ an expert contractor and under a Board 
of Directors, some of whom control the largest 
manufacturing concerns in India The head offices 
are at Phoenix Building Ballard Estate, Fort 


AEG INDIA ELECTRIC CO , LTD , Phoenix Building, Sprott Road, Ballard Estate 


The \lLCFMEIXE ELEKTRICITATS-GhSlLLSCIIAFT knOW I 
^11 o\er the world b} the letters AEG, was 
founded on April ig, 1SS3, with an initial capita 
of 3 million marks The original purpose of tin 
oonipnn\ was to extend the cmplojmcnt of the 
'''Stem of illumination diccoccred b\ Edison, b\ 
suppKing incandescent lamps and erecting powei 
St itions for the production of electric current 
in ikS^ tile share capital was riised to 12 millior 
ntarks 'Phe manufacture of dN namos and motor* 
"as begun at the commencement of iSSS and new 
o 


factories erected for the production of c\cr\ thing 
connected wath elcctriciu Following on the con- 
struction of the first power station at Berlin, 
further elcctnciU works were installed in Germain’ 
and abroad ^bout the sanie time the \ E G 
turned its attention to the dccelopmcnt of the 
electric tramwac industrc A great step forward 
111 the field of electrical power transmission was 
made m the \uar 1S90 as a result of the time- 
phase current s\ stem cl iboratcd b\ Dolno- 
Dobrownlske an engineer in the comp in s 
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emplo} An event of liistorical prominence in the 
electro-technical woild occurred about this time 
in the erection of tiie fiist electrical powcr-tr.ms- 
mission system which, on the occasion of the 
Frankfurt Electricity E\hibition of i8gi, conveyed 
curient to Frankfurt from the hjdrauhc power 
station at Laufen, on the Neckai, 175 kilometres 
distant 

The best conception of the rapidity of the com- 
pany’s development is afforded bv a survey of the 
growth of the capital which increased simul- 
taneous!} with the expansion of business for entire 
plants (power stations, tramwa}s, industrial 


IIcnnigHtloif Woiks (Locomotives) 

Oljci-sjirco Cnblo Works 
!^^olo^ Woiks 

llliciiistrasso Woiks (Appsisitus) 

Hcmiigsclort Porcclnin Works 
Elcctiicnl Insfiumciit Woiks 
Aniinhcrg Works (Installnlion Mateiinl) 
Ciottcndoif Woiks (I'lises, ole) 

Sclicibcnborg Woiks (Fittings) 

Froibcrg Works (Automatic Fuses) 

MUllioini (Rbur) Woiks (Assembling and Eepaits) 
Stnttgnit Works (Apparitus and Repairs) 

Electric Heating Company, Niimberg (AEG Ileabng 
Apiiaiatiis) 



A.E G METER FACTORY. 
FITTING PARTS BY THE TRAVELLING 


BAND SYSTEM. 


plants), as also with the extension of the factories, 
more especially with the erection of the big 
factories in Brunnenstrasse, the Oberspree Cable 
Works, the Turbine Factory, the Transformer 
Factory m Oberschoneweide, the factories in 
Hennigsdorf, etc In 1890 the share capital had 
already reached 20 millions, in 1900 it was 60 
millions, and in 1914 V was 155 million marks 
In 1927 a further augmentation to 186,250,000 
marks took place 

The ground area belonging to the company 
amounts in all to approximately 1,000 acres, and 
the employees number 80,000 

AEG Factones . , , , . 

Sixteen large factories voik foi the home market, 
und foi export, viv 
Brunnenstiasse Works (Machines) 

Turbine Works (Steam Turbo Generators) 
Tnnsfoimer Works 


I he head office of the AEG am 

rl-UIer ,.4, Berlin, N W 4°. -nd f "f “ 
mcies are established throug lou 
e A E G India Electric Co , ^ 

; behind it an organisation ^"traordina^ y 
ipted for every phase of electn 
india, and besides its own branches 
juts throughout the country 

\mong the most designed an 

adred large works the A E G ‘ Gci 

icted entirely or fitted wit m ,,, 

ny and in all parts ot 
lowing 

[ydio Power Plants 
Povei Plant Hengstey (Rhine) 

Norge Pouer Plant (Wnlckcnsec, 

Bavarian Water Pover Scheme (^^<n 
Isarl 


Inn, 
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Azusagiwa Electric Watei Powex Co (Japan) 

Lima Light, Power A Tiaraway Co (Peiai) 

Feiio caul de los Altos Quezaltenango (Guatemala) 
Cai’quito Bogota (Columbia) 

Blumenau (Brazil) 

Toentang (Java, Dutch Indies), 

San Snnonito Mexico) 

The output of these plants range from 40,000, 29,000, 
20,000, 14,600 kva, etc , for a single generator 

A very great number of steam power plants 
have also been supplied and erected by the AEG, 
such, for instance, as Golpa-Zschornewitz (aggre- 
gate 200,000 kw), Fnmmersdorf, Breitungen, 
Schulau-Unterelbe, Goldenberg (4 turbo-genera- 
tors 50,000 kw each). Commodore Rivadavia 
(Argentine), and many others 

A special feature of the AEG is the manu- 


Municipal Councd of Cocanada, GondaJ, Nasirabad 
The Pudukottah Electric Supiily Coi’pomtion, Ltd 
Randei Electric Supply Co , Ltd 
llie sizes of the individual Diesel engine genera toi-s are 
400, 250, 100 h p , etc , and in most cases complete powei 
stations and distribution systems have been erected by 
the AEG 

Tuibo Generators 

Multan Electiic Supply Co , Ltd 
Timsformeis 

Gaekwar’s Baroda State Railways (18 transformers) 
Tlie liichmopolj Electric Supply Coi'poration (5 
Iransfoimei Sub-stations) 

Industrial Installations 

Ehrloskar Bros , Ltd , Kiiloskarvadi (Complete Fac 
tory Power Plant) 

Steam Locomotives 

Jodhpur Railway (3 Steam Locos, “ Mikado 



Super power Station Klingenberg, In Rummelsburg, Berlin, designed and erected by the 
A, E G This plant Is recognised by all authorities In Germany and abroad as the finest 
achievement In the construction of super power plants ever undertaken. 


facture and complete erection of special plants for 
the requirements of oversea countries such as 
hjdro-electric power schemes, steam turbine 
generating plant, Diesel and semi-Diesel genera- 
ting plant , Small gasolene engine driven 
dynamos, small self-regulatmg water wheel driven 
dtnamos. Electrical equipment for all overseas 
industries, c g , metal mines and smelters, 
dredgers, oil wells, nitrate factories, flour and rice 
nulls, cotton ginning plants, meat packers, lum- 
ber mills, ice factories , Electrical equipment for 
tropical agricultural industries, e g , cane-sugar, 
colTcc, tea, tobacco, rubber, sisal hemp, fruit, and 
other plantations, including electric drjers and 
transportation, irrigition schemes 

Special designs for sexere local conditions such 
"ta \tr\ hot and humid atmospheres, high altitudes, 
outdoor mounting, road transportation, etc 
Sonic of tlie plants recenth supplied bx AEG 
or India, or on order, include the folloxxing 
Diosol Power Phnts 
Abeirli Llcctnc Suppb Co Ltd 
I'll u-itpur Hectric iMipplx Co 
o - 


Labor a tones 

College of Engineering, Poona (InsLallntion of 
Electiic Laboratory! 

Ranai'ev Co Flue Gas Recoiders (2) 

The Burnmli Oil Co , Ltd , Rangoon (10 Recorders) 
and others 

The AEG emplo) a large staff of xvell trained 
and experienced engineers, and offer their services 
as consultants for the solution of difficult technical 
problems The AEG literature comprises a 
great number of interesting handbooks dealing 
xxith electrification in the textile industrx, in 
mining, in the iron and steel industries, m the 
paper-making industry, in electric xx elding, 
clcclricitx in agriculture, in theatres, ships’ 
installations, traction, transport and many others 

The “AEG Progress,” a monthlx journal, 
deals xxith the latest dexelopments in electricitx 
and describes interesting plants built bx the com- 
pany, xxhose abridged price list, brochures and 
descnptions of ex erx thing cleclric-il, max b( 
obtained on request 

Quotations x\ill fjc submitted free of charge to 
interested parties 
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WEMYSS and CO , Civil and Mcclianicnl Consulting Engineers and Surveyors 
Suppliers of Liquid Fuel and Specialists m the Burning of Same, Ballard Estate 


Mrssits Wfmiss and Co iiavc iiccn cstablisliccl 
since 1923, and operate as indicated above 
Amongst ibcir aclnc^cmenls are the following 

Kastoorcliand Mill The lay out and design of 
all new buildings and extensions, the lay out and 
installation of all new' machincr} , 1 e — 'I he new 
spinning mill, the extensions of the power house 
and the installation of two 750 II P Diesel 


Indian Woollen Mill The entire lay out of the 
whole mill, both in machinery, gearing, and 
pow'cr, and general extensions The conversion 
of all the hollers from coal to oil firing 

Imperial Mill The new' finishing and raising 
mill, including the lay out and installation of new 
imchmcrv and gearing The conversion of the 
old spinning mill to a new' fine count spinning 
mill, its gearing, new oil-cloth mill complete with 



BOILER PLANT WHEN COAL FIRED. 


SAME PLANT AFTER CONVERSION 
TO OIL BURNING 

SPRING MILL, THE LARGEST COTTON MILL IN BOMBAY 



BEFORE CONVERSION TO OIL, AFTER CONVERSION 

requiring a staff of more than 35 men requiring a staff of only 3 


Nofc the Clcanli7tcss ivhcn Oil Fired itdaV 

MANOCKJEE PETIT MILL, THE SECOND LARGEST BOILER PLANT IN BOMBAY 


engines, direct coupled to generators The con- 
version of all the boilers from coal to oil firing 

Sir Shapurji Broacha Mill The new' oil w'asie 
extraction plant The scrapping of all the old 
spinning machinery and the new' lay out of and 
the installation of all new machinery New sizing 
department and w'eaving shed of 800 looms, its 
machinery and the gearing of same New' w'aste 
and cotton sheds The conversion of all the 
boilers from coal to oil firing 


cr 


nachmery and gearing New' ^ 

lOuse, tlie design of same for 5500 ^ 

:he installation of three Diesel engines 0 

3 H P each, direct coupled to 

:onversion of all the boilers from coal to 01 ^ 

Bradbury Mill The alterations 
nents of the entire mill New' sizing P‘ 
jxtensions to blow room, and spmn 
fhe installation of new' power pan ^ 
version of all the boilers from coa 0 
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Mathradas Mill The new weaving shed for 
500 looms, Its gearing, and lay out Improve- 
ments to old mill gearing, and minor extensions 
to mill buildings The conversion of all the 
boilers from coal to oil firing 

Mathradas Engineering Works The entire 
design and lay out of the new vorks, including a 
power house, pattern shop, foundry, machine 
shop, fitting shop, offices, stores, living quarters 
for manager and staff The works are capable 
of dealing with 200 tons of castings per montli 
All furnaces throughout the works are oil fired 
These works were the most up to date at tho 
time of completion 

Madhowji Dharamsi Mill The whole of the 
new finishing and bleaching mill m reinforced con- 
crete, including the electrolyser house, bleach 
house, largest in the Avorld boiler house, and 
finishing building, a two-storey building with 
leinforced concrete columns, and floors through- 
out, also a high level reinforced concrete wmter 
storage tank of 200,000 gallons capacit}' The 
entire layout of the wdiole of the machinery of 
the latest type for all tlie departments The mill 
is the most modem of its day, and is designed to 
deal w'lth 300 bales of cloth per day The new 
boiler plant consists of four oil-fired Babcock 
boilers The old mill has undergone various 
changes, such as replacing of old buildings with 
reinforced concrete structures, including new' 
cheese-dying department, and 3'arn-dr)'ing depart- 
ment The scrapping of old machinerj' and 
the installation of new' and the modernising of 
the drives and gearing The installation of 
refrigerating plant The conversion of all the 
boilers from coal to oil firing 

Madharao Scindia Mill The design of a new' 
weaving mill for 1,000 looms, the complete laj- 
out of all the machiner) and its gearing The 
scrapping of the whole of the machinery' of the 
spinning mill and the installing of new', together 
vitli its gearing and drives The extension of 
■'arious departments and the modernising of the 
mill generallv The coni crsion of all the boilers 
from coal to oil firing 

Khatau Makanji Mill, Bombay Dye Works, 
Dharanisi Morarjee, Dinshaw Petit Mill The 
coni crsion of the boiler plant from coal to oil 
firinq 

Manockjee Petit Mill The coni ersion of tlic 
boiler phut from coal to oil firing The second 
nrgest batten of boilers in Bombai 

Framjee Petit Mill The scrapping of tiie whole 
m the power plant, including the old engines and 
-nuLasliirc boilers, and the installation of a 
modern engine and Babcock boilers Oil fired 



engine The com crsion of the whole of the 
’Oilers from coal to oil firing 


Spring Mill The conversion of the boiler plant 
from coal to oil firing This is the largest cotton 
mill in the ivorld, and the largest batteries of 
boilers in Bombay 

Textile Mill The conversion of the boiler 
plant from coal to oil firing The third largest 
battery of boilers in Bombay 

New Kaiser-I-Hind Mill The installation of 
the new Babcock boilers oil-firing, and the con- 
version of the old boiler plant from coal to oil 
firing 

Courtaulds (India), Ltd , Artificial Silk Mill 

The conversion of their old boiler plant from coal 
to oil firing and the installation of their neiv boiler 
plant, oil fired 

The Bombay Steam Navigation Co , Ltd The 
conversion of four steamers from coal to oil firing 

Dharamsi Morarjee Chemical Works The 

conversion of all chemical furnaces from coke to 
oil firing, and the boiler plant from coal to oil 
firing 

Cassella’s The installation of the neiv boiler 
plant, oil fired 

Mr M E Wemjss, M I Mech E , founder and 
proprietor of the business of Wemjss and Co , 
was born in Edinburgh, and educated at King’s 
College, London He sen'ed his apprenticeship 
W'lth the Vauxhall and West Hjdrauhc Engineer- 
ing Co , aftenvards becoming their assistant 
engineer and designer He then took up an 
appointment as works manager to the Eastern 
Engineering Co , Straits Settlements, and later 
was General Manager with Melby and Co in the 
Federated Malay States On the outbreak of 
ivar in 1914, being a volunteer m the Malai 
States Volunteer Rifles, Mr Wemjss was trans- 
ferred to the British Armi , and was with the 
British Expcditionan Force in France From a 
prnate he got his commission, sened with 
seieral Field Companies, and finalli was one of 
the file Inundation Officers in the British Armi, 
haling command of a large sector in the Arras, 
Duea, \ alenciennes area He then adianced with 
the Arm} of Occupation into Germani , and after 
demobilisation in April, 1919, took up an 
appointment as works manager with Alcock, 
Ashdown and Co Bombai, one of the largest 
engineering firms in \A estem India Thereafter 
he was appointed superintending engineer to 
Mathasdas Goculdas and Co , and was in charge 
of the largest group of cotton mills m the world 
before starting his present aetnitics 

Messrs \\ cm\ ss and Co are igents for The 
W illsend Shpwai and Engineering Co , New- 
castle, The British Bic Products, ltd, \hbe\ 
House, Westminster, SWi, Gotham and Co 
Nottingham for their Ketnes Cement, md the 
Pennseh mia Oil Co Tluir tile graphic addrest 
IS “AAem\v«/ Bombai and tiui us. Benin s 
code 
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STEINERS, LTD,, Importers of Piece-goods, etc , Queen’s Mansions, Prescott Road. 


Tiil names of some of the business firms m 
Bomba)' arc reminiscent of long past times and 
great acbievcmcnts Steiners, for instance 1 
Evci)one familiar witli the piece-goods trade in 
England knows the piomincnt firm of F Steiner 
and Co , Ltd , whose five large works at Clnircli, 
Lancashire, give employment to about 10,000 
persons, and arc amongst the oldest and most in- 
fluential undertakings that have developed and 
sustained Lancashire textiles throughout the 
vorld The histor) of that well-known business 
dales back to the davs of the French Revolution, 
when a French refugee chemist named Frederick 
Steiner settled in Lancashire, and after exhaustive 
experiments, became noted for the excellence of 
his d\es, especially Turkey Red, derived princi- 
pal!) from the madder root and animal blood The 
name Turkey Red seems to have arisen because of 
the colour of the fe? worn by the 1 urks The 
business vhich Air Steiner began in a small wa\ 
soon underwent prosperous de\clopmcnl, and in 
course of time became what it is to-da) , one of the 
most famous cotlon-dycmg and printing concerns 
in the L^nited Kingdom 

In the firm’s branch at Bombav mav be seen 
samples of the large range of beautiful patterns in 
which they have long transacted an important 
trade throughout India The chromatic effects 


and designs arc exceedingly noteworthy and indi 
call VC of the remarkable idiosyncrasies of tastes 
and customs prevailing throughout India in that 
connection Patterns popular in one distnct 
would be regarded with disfavour elsewhere, and 
interesting p->) chological studies are afforded b} 
the firm’s very great variety of standard designs 
and novelties that have their ovn marks amongst 
the ba/aars of India 

Steiners, Ltd , is a subsidiary of the English 
compan\, and was formed in igoy Prior thereto 
Messrs F Sterner and Co , Ltd , had transacted 
their Indian business through agents The 
manager at Bombay is Mr T Sharpies, vho has 
been looking after the interests of the firm there 
for nearlv forty years, and is probabh the most 
experienced piece-goods man in that city Before 
going to India he spent ten or ele\en ^ears in the 
works at Ciiurch, where the head office of the com 
pany is situated, and thus gamed a very thorough 
and practical knowledge of the textile industry, 
which he has put to good use Messrs Stemer=, 
Ltd , ha\ e also br.mches at Calcutta, Karachi, 
and Delhi, and agencies throughout India The 
manager at Calcutta is Mr H H Hesshng, and 
at Karachi Mr W Statham The Bombav tele 
graphic address is “ Discresco,” and ajl the lead- 
ing codes arc used 


VOLKART BROTHERS, General Merchants and Commission Agents, Ballard Estate 


The Swiss firm of Volkart Brothers, founded in 
1851 at Winterthur, Switzerland, has its ramifi- 
cations throughout the world The partners arc 
the brothers George, Werner, and Oscar Reinhart, 



OFFICE BUILDING OF 
VOLKART BROS,, BOMBAY. 


all from Winterthur, where the Reinhart family 
can trace its descent from the 15th century 

Messrs Volkart Brothers’ branch at Bombay, 
established in 1851 simultaneosly with the creating 


the office at AVmterthur, is the h^d 

arters in the East The spacious 0 
aiding in Graham Road, Ballard Estate, is 
operty' of the firm, whose other branc ^ j 
dia are at Calcutta, Karachi, Madras, e 
erry, Tuticonn, and Cochin In , 

2se they have 160 agencies and 1 

read tliroughout India, as well as an es a 
;nt at Colombo and Galle, in Ceylon, at 1 ‘ 
re, in the Straits Settlements, and at i]., 

Messrs A^olkart Brothers handle prac 
ery kind of produce from the East, ‘"' 5 ' , 

a large business in importing manu ® , 

ods frim the West TJiey likewise represe^ 
merous insurance companies, steams ip 

The firm have presented the legal 
ivate company', the liability of the par n 

limited Various circumstances have, 1 

used them to create independent 

ncerns adapting themselves to t e 

taming in the respective countries 

me into being Volkart G m b H , 

ilkart Brothers, Inc , New Yor , ‘ 

chizui Trading Co , Ltd , of Japan 

pital of the first two concerns is in major 

essrs Volkart Brothers, and they 

rtion of the capital of the latter co 




COnriEKClAL BOriBAY. 


215 


THACKER and CO , LTD , Booksellers, Stationers, Printers, etc , Esplanade Road 


There is no business m Bombay that has a 
greater appeal to everyone than that of Messrs 
Thacker and Co , Ltd , whose familiar establish- 
ment, in a central position m Esplanade Road, is 
tlie principal of its kind in the city What a place 
it IS for books on every conceivable subject and m 
every st}le of binding ' In Great Britain and other 
Western countries the stock m the usual book- 
seller’s shop IS comparatively limited, for if any 
volume required is not in hand, it can be obtained 
m a few hours from its publishers, so that there 
IS not the same necessity for carrjnng such an 
enormous variet}' of literature as that which makes 
Messrs Thacker and Co ’s premises so distinc- 
tive It cannot be an easy matter to keep so great 
a stock as representative as possible of the enor- 
mous number of books which are being published 
daily on ever}' subject While the vast assort- 
ment includes volumes on science and philosophy 
and on all subjects of modern thought, together 
with a due proportion of general educational and 
devotional works, as well as numerous books on 
militar}' subjects published by Messrs Thacker 
and Co , Ltd , the bulk of the literature is made up 
chiefly of novels of the past and the present, 
strongly bound and having, m addition, paper 
wrappers with vivid illustrations pertaining to 
their subjects 

Besides its reading matter the establishment is 
also ver}' attractive on account of its comprehen- 
sive assortment of stationery, office requisites, and 
the infinity of articles pertaining to dail} educated 


necessities and routine Although ver}' many of 
these materials are imported, Messrs Thacker and 
Co , Ltd , are manufacturers of stationery and 
account books, and in their works, where about 
120 people are employed, practically every modern 
contrivance is in use for the expedition and perfec- 
tion of the work performed 
As printers, the firm transact a considerable 
trade, and their facilities and resources m that con- 
nection enable them to carry through the largest 
contracts with noteworthy speed and ability They 
execute printing of ever}' description, and in some 
departments are unsurpassed in the Orient , thus, 
for instance, in dye-stamping and heraldic print- 
ing they have attained a reputation that extends 
throughout India, and their high-class work m the 
production of regimental, invitation, and other 
cards, menus, etc , for all manner of festive and 
social occasions, compares very favourably with 
the best of the kind produced in Great Britain 
The business was originally a branch of Messrs 
Thacker, Spink and Co , the well-known Calcutta 
firm described on page 1 15, and was started in Bom- 
oay m the earl} part of the nineteenth century' In 
1876, after a disastrous fire, it w'as resuscitated as 
a limited liability company under its present name 
The managing director, Mr F W Fetch, has 
been connected with the concern since 1902, and 
IS chairman of the neighbouring business of 
Thomson and Taylor, Ltd The telegraphic 
address of Messrs Thacker and Co , Ltd , is 
“ Booknotes ” 


ROTHMAN’S (INDIA), LTD , Cigarette Importers and General Merchants, 
Central Bank Buildings, Esplanade Road 


Rothmah’s (Iktha), Ltd , is a subsidiary of the 
vell-kno\\'n London tobacco firm of L Rothman 
and Co , whose goods have been popular through- 
out India since the formation of tlieir business 
nearly forty years ago Like man} other firms 
m England, however, Messrs L Rothman and 
Co found that agency trade, b} which the^ had 
been operating in India, w'as unsatisfactory, and 
accordingly Rotliman’s (India), Ltd , was formed 
m 1926 as their sole concessionaires in the penin- 
sula The head offices of that compan} are at 
Romba^ and there is a branch at Calcutta 
Now’here m the w'orld probabl} is there a better 
known and more popular tabaccomsts’ shop than 
Messrs L Rothman and Co ’s at 5 and 5a, Pall 
'‘all, London, W , w'hich w'as opened b} them in 
1S90, and W'here the nucleus of their extensne 
business w'as formed That celebrated shop Ins 
been and is patronised b^ notabilities from all parts 
of the world — Ro}alties, Prime Ministers, Colonial 
b>o\emors, etc , w'ho know' with appreciation the 
choice smokes procurable there 


The Rothman cigarettes are made of different 
kinds of tobacco Perhaps once in four } ears there 
IS in Virginia a Mntage crop It is then that the 
firm select, irrespectne of cost, the finest leaf 
from one or two picked plantations The cigar- 
ettes resulting therefrom are not made until at 
least ten }ears later The} are probabh the 
world’s longest matured and most exquisite 
Virginia cigarettes To smoke them is a revela- 
tion 

Messrs L Rothman and Co 's factorv m Under- 
wood Roard, Clerkenwell, was enlarged in 1926 to 
double Its former capacit} and equipped with some 
of the most modern tobacco plant in Europe It 
gives emplov'ment to about 500 persons 

Besides their celebrated smokes the firm supplv 
all kinds of tobacconists goods, and arc the 
largest rnail order firm in that connection in the 
United Kingdom With the exception of their 
famous shop in Pall Mall, thev had confined their 
attention cntirch to mail order trade until a fev 
} cars ago, when thc} started opening branches 
in London and throughout England 


the EASTERN EXPRESS CO , LTD , Forwarding Shipping and Clearing Agents, 

Ballard Estate 

\n article on this firm will be found in thc ^e-ction entitled “ Commercial Kar u In 
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WILSON, LATHAM and CO., LTD , Merchants, Central Bank Building, Bruce Street 


Mpssns WiisoN, Latium A^D Co , Ltd , were 
incorporated m 1924 and amalgamated with the 
old established and well-known firms, all related 
to each other, of Wilson, Latham and Co , Man- 
chester, Latham, Black and Co , Rangoon, and 
Latham, Abercrombie and Co , Bombay The 
commercial records of Bombay bear witness to the 
prominence and influence of Mr A G Latham 
one of the founders of Latham, Abercrombie and 
Co He was president of the Bombay Chamber of 
Commerce in 184S-49 Mr Abercrombie was pre- 

EWART, LATHAM and CO , 

THE ANGLO-SIAM CORPORATION, LTD , 

Inn business of Messrs Ewart, Latbam and 
Co W'as founded m 1846 by Mr Peter Ewart, of 
Liverpool, in partnership wnth a Mr Ljon under 
the name of Ew'art, Lyon and Co , wdnch w’as con- 
tinued until 1846, w'hen Mr A G Latham became 
a partner and the title w'as altered to Ewart, 
Latham and Co Mr A G Latham was president 
of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce in 1848-49, 
and, retiring from Messrs Ew'art, Latham and 


sident of the Chamber of Commerce of that city m 
1899 

Messrs Wilson, Latham and Co , Ltd , are, as 
might be inferred from their Manchester connet 
tion, large importers of piece-goods They import 
also merchandise of almost every description, with 
the e\ception of liquors, and their trade extends 
throughout the Indian Empire The local direc 
tors are Messrs J R Abercrombie and E Har 
greaves The firm’s telegraphic address is 
“ Heureusc,” and the codes used are the A B C 
6lh edition, Bentley’s, and Schoefield’s 


I Merchants and Agents, 3, Tamarind Lane 

Co some time in the fifties, founded the firm of 
Latham, Abercrombie and Co , which in 1924 was 
incorporated wnth other allied concerns as Wilson, 
Latham and Co , Ltd About 1890 Messrs 
Ewart, Latbam and Co ’s office at Karachi was 
opened in the name of Ew'art, Rvrie and Co , and 
m 1921 Messrs Ew'art, Latham and Co and 
Ew'art, Ryne and Co w'ere amalgamated xvith The 
Anglo-Siam Corporation, Ltd 


THE ANGLO-SIAM CORPORATION, LTD 


AMO^G the large business premises on tbe east 
bank of the River Mcnam at Bangkok are those of 
The Anglo-Siam Corporation, Ltd , wdiich occupv 
an area of about thirty acres, and have a frontage 
on the waterway of about a quarter of a mile, with 
evcellent wharves at which the biggest steamers 
reaching the city can berth The picturesque resi- 
dence which forms so notew'orthy' an object in the 
middle of the company’s utilitarian godowns and 
saw-mills was erected seventy y^ears ago by an 
American missionary , and the ambitious scale on 
which It was planned and materialised was origi- 
nated by the confident hope that the structure 
would eventually be taken over as the American 
Consulate That expectation, however, was not 
realised, and, instead, the building became in the 
early' eighties of last century' the offices of Messrs 
Clarke and Co , general importers and exporters, 
who were in 1897 appointed managing agents for 
the Siam Forest Co , that concein working large 
timber concessions it had received from tlie Siamese 
Government In 1907 the two businesses were 
amalgamated under the name of the Siam Forest 
Co , Ltd , and in 1917 the designation was altered 
to The Anglo-Siam Corporation, Ltd 

The business is one of the largest undertakings 
in Siam, and the company’s timber concessions 
cover about 4,000 square miles Their new saw- 
mill 13 one of the largest and best equipped estab- 
lishments of the kind in the Orient The wood 
handled is chiefly' teak, which is floated down to 
Bangkok in the form of logs For their reception 
a storage pond has been let in from the river. 


whence they arc hauled up into the saw-null by 
powerful machinery , and are dealt with at an 
average rate of 50 logs per day Most of the saira 
timber is exported to India, and the remainder finds 
Its way to all parts of the world 

T he Anglo-Siam Corporation, Ltd , are the 
largest coal dealers in the country, and they seep 
big stocks of coal at Bangkok The alterations 
and improvements recently effected m t ar 
premises enable two steamers to berth at 
wharves, where only one could be accomo a e 

formerly p , . 

The capital of the company is ;!£'25o,ooo, ot 'J ’ 
there has been issued ;£'i92,S66, made up 0 i 5 i 
preference shares and 177,866 ordinary s ar 
The company’s head office is at 5, St , 
Place, London, E C , and they have also ran 
at Singapore and Karachi 

At Bombay the company are agents tor 
The Loudon As'nirnnce Coiporntion (r > 

Mniine, i Accident) /a^nlpmpnt of 

The Alliance Assuinnce Co, Ltd (Settlemen: 

Marine Claims) , , „ iccociafion, 

The National Guarantee and Siuetyship 

Ltd , Edinbuigh 

Nobel’s Explosues Co , Ltd , London 
Pinclim, Johnson, A Co , Ltd , London 
Shackell, Edwards A Co , Ltd , London 
Curtis’s A Harvey, Ltd , London , 

Boots Pure Ding Co, Ltd , Notting 
The Government of Bntish North Bo 
De Grelle, Houdiet, 4, Co, London 
Joseph Ciosfield A 80ns, Liverpool •n_mhav 
Their telegraphic address at J 

“ Ewart,” and the codes used by 
Bentlev’s, ABC, and private 
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THE POLDI STEEL WORKS, Ahmedabad House, Ballard Estate 


The vast Poldi steel organisation is the largest 
producer of high-qualitj' steel in the world Poldi 
high-speed steels contain a combination of alloys 
m proper proportion one to the other, ensuring 
steels of guaranteed uniform quality, equal or 
superior to any high-speed steel on the market 
Years of experience, involving costl} experiments, 
have been devoted to improving the strength, 
cutting power, durability, and uniformity of these 
brands Care and attention in the selection of raw 
materials, proper melting and scientific control of 
the \arious processes of manufacture, from the 
ingot to the finished bar, have produced the highlv 
successful and uniform brands of “ Poldi ” high- 
speed steel which are unsurpassed in efficiency 
The great business was founded two centuries 
ago, and its enormous expansion is one of the most 
noteworthy of modem industrial achievements It 
has branches and ivarehouses in everj important 
city in the world In England it has offices at 
Bridge Wharf, Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, 
London, and is operated under the name of Po’di 
Steel Co , England, Ltd , m A.ustraha it 15 knowm 
as the Poldi Steel Co , Australia, Ltd , in the 


United States its designation is the Poldi Steel 
Corporation of America, and at Prague, where its 
headquarters and principal works are situated, it 
IS called the Poldi Steel Works 

Established since 1921 in India, the Poldi Steel 
Works has its headquarters for that countrj' at tlie 
address indicated above, and branches at Calcutta, 
Madras, Karachi, Rangoon, and Colombo The 
Poldi Steel Works is the onl} undertaking of its 
kind with Its own offices in India, dealing direct 
with Its customers, as other steel manufacturers 
transact business in that countrj^ through agents , 
consequent!} , the Poldi Steel is not onl} unsur- 
passed in quality, but also m its low price, the 
latter being possible through the company’s huge 
output and the absence of midJlemen’s or agents’ 
commissions The compan} claim to be the only 
house selling qualit} steels m India and maintain- 
ing a staff or skilled experts whose free services on 
technical matters are at the disposal of steel buyers 
The general manager for India, Burma, and 
Ce\ Ion is Mr Arthur C Snow, M Inst ^Icts , 
A M I E The telegraphic address is ‘ Kypol- 
diste,” and the code used is the ABC 6th edition 


KERIP and CO , LTD , Pharmaceutical Chemists, 

Head Office, Warehouses, and Laboratories, Charm Road, Queen’s Road 


In former times the estabhshments of the apothe- 
caries, the predecessors of the modern chemists 
and druggists, w'ere usually owmed and operated 
b} physicians, whose stocks of remedial agents re- 
flected not only the restrictions of medical science 
that had until then been evolved, but also the limi- 
tations of pharmaceutical and industrial enterprise 
m the same connection There w'ere then no 
anestlietics and none of the modern triumphs of 
scientific research and experiment as are now' repre- 
sented bN the vast variet\ of products manufac- 
tured or supplied b} Messrs Kemp and Co , Ltd , 
the famous Bomba^ firm who ha\e done, and are 
doing, mucii indeed for the pre\ention and amelio- 
ration of pain and illness and the enhancement of 
plusical well-being in India 
Their business w’as started in 1S6S, and has kept 
in line witli e\er\ disco\er\ of importance m medi- 
al and pharmaceutical science since that time 
their wareliouses and laboratories occup\ an area 
of about an acre, gne emplo}ment to about 200 
persons, and ire equipped with wonderful appli- 
ances tint are the outcome of long continued effort 
and aspiration for the perfection of process and 
result in the manufacture of pliarmaccutical goods 
•an\ pages of this solnmc would be neccssan’ for 
an adequate description of tlic interesting opera- 
tions and their remarkable results It is a place of 
ughK spttialned knowledge and skill, where 
innumerab’e strange odours are mingled together 
ere and there are seen m course of preparation 
rnassti; ^f maleriaU that are e\cntualh reduced 
"'to minute quantities of potent medicines Hero 


and there things are ground into powder w'hich 
passes through ingenious machines that make it 
into tablets and pills Here and there are 
stills, extractors, percolators, and other contrn- 
ances, glass tubes and receptacles, small and 
large, and an array of technicalities in ways and 
means be} ond the comprehension of the uninitiated 
The equipment includes an h}drauhc press of fortt 
tons’ pressure and a ^acuum e\ aporator of 2=^0 
gallons’ capacit} The firm manufacture no fewer 
than 200 specifics of their own, which comprise 
remedies for ailments of e\er\ description, and 
which are Ner} popular amongst all classes of 
people The\ are also manufacturers of aerated 
waters, are contractors to Go\ernment, and are 
suppliers of not onh drugs, chemicals, patent 
medicines, toilet requisites, etc , but also e\er\- 
thing associated with hospital requirements Thc\ 
has e been aw arded at \ anous Exhibitions gold and 
other medals for the excellence of their productions, 
and base the honour of appointment to H E the 
Rt Hon Sir Leslie Wilson. Gosemor of Bomba\ 
Messrs Kemp and Co Ltd , are manufacturers 
m bond and ha\c dispensaries and branches in 
Homb\ Road. Cumballa Hill, Charm Road 
B\culla, and Taj Mahal Hotel 

The firm was formed into a limited liabihts corn- 
pane in iSS- The capital is four lakhs of rupi . s 
and there m a reserve fund of upv ards of two and 
a half lakhs of rupees The general maaa'-'-cr is 
Mr K S Jackson PCS MPS The ttlegmphic 
address of Messrs Kemp and Co Ltd is 
“ Pharmac} ” Bombav 
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MACBETH BROTHERS and CO., LTD 

WiitN the Indian milling industry of Bombay 
was being started in the early eighties of last cen- 
tury, Mr J B K Macbeth arrived there as a 
representative of Messrs J and E Wood, of 
Bolton, to supcivise the erection of certain 
machinery in some of the new mills 

On the completion of his work Mr Macbeth 
established himself in Bombay as a consulting 
engineer, and he also secured agencies for several 
leading English engineers and manufacturers of 
machinery His younger brother, Mr Norman 
Macbeth, joined him m partnership shortly after- 
wards, the firm being stjled Macbeth Bros and 
Co , and offices were opened in Tamarind Lane 
The name of Macbeth Bros and Co at that time 
became prominent in connection with general 
engineering, but particularly with regard to 
machiner) and other appliances for the fitting of 
cotton, spinning, ginning, and weaving mills In 
1895 they opened a branch at Calcutta, and their 
present address in that city is at Canning 

Street 

Mr Newman Taj lor joined the firm in 1903, 
becoming a partner four 3 ears later, and about that 
time the compan}' removed from Tamarind Lane to 
Kodak House 

Mr Norman Macbeth retired from the business 
m 1913, Mr J B K Macbeth taking over his 
brother’s interests in the concern The latter, 
however, died on December 9th, 1914 In 1916 
the firm was formed into a private limited liability 
company, the directors now being Mr N B 
Macbeth, son of the founder, and Mr C W 
Hopkinson 

Messrs Macbeth Bros and Co , Ltd , besides 
being general engineers, devote particular atten- 
tion to railway permanent w'ay specialities Thev 
were the pioneers m the introduction into India of 
agricultural machinery, and established and de- 
veloped the trade in India of not a few w'ell-known 


Engineers, Kodak House, Hornby Road 


English firms for whom they acted as agents 
Amongst these, for instance, is that of Messrs 
Mather and Platt, wdiose sprinklers they were the 
first to introduce into the peninsula, andforMhom 
tlic}' still make fire-proof doors 
At Byculla the firm have warehouses with 22,000 
feet of floor space, where they keep large stocks of 
the goods manufactured by the many firms for 
W'hom they are agents, including the following 
Thos Eobinson A. Sons, Ltd , flour milling madimerv 
Ooclirnn A, Co , \crticnl boilers 
Simiicl Law Sons, end clothing 
Bell’s United .\sbestos (India), Ltd , packing an! 
jointing materials 

Tile National Hoofing Co , “ Secuntj ” roofing 
The Magnolia Anti Friction Jletnl Co , Magnolia 
metal (Flower brand) 

Tim Empire Fence Export Co, Ltd , "Empire" 
fencing 

TTonle^ Bios , driving rojics and bandings 
Wailcs Dove Bitumastic, Ltd , solntion and enamel! 
The Delta Itfctal Co , Ltd , Delta Metal No IV and 
Di\ti ndo 

Dcvies A Metcalfe, Ltd , injectors of all kinds 
TIio Unbieakablo Pullej A Millgeanng Co , mm 


geai mgs 

ITcniw Wells Oil Co , lubricating oils 
Indestructible Paints Co , Ltd , paints 
E\ors of James Elills, Ltd taper pins and cotters 
Eaii banks CompanN dart unions 
Drabble A Sinderson, Ltd , circnlar snws 
Fieins Joiirdam Monneret, vacuum pressure braKes, 
injectors 

Lnerpool Borax Co , Ltd , Algor boiler svmp 
Bramco (1920), Ltd seiTice recorders 
Norris, Hcnh A Gardners, Ltd , cnide-oil engines 
August’s Jlnffle Furnaces, Ltd , fnniaces 
Wm Hardill, Sons, A Co, Ltd, woodworking 
machinera 

C Islei A Co , Ltd , bonng plants ,y. 

John Shaw, Son, A Gieenhalgh, Ltd , Sha 
valves and mountings 1 , 

Thomas Piggott A Co , Ltd , pressed steel tanKs 

Staaelej Coal A lion Co , Ltd , cast iron pip* 
sped nls 

Milwaukee T ink Works, petrol pumps 
Clins Binghnm A Co , calciiim carbide 


LEWIS and TYLOR, LTD , Belting and Hose Manufacturers, Sohrab House, Hornby Road 


Messrs LEavis Aism Ttlor, Ltd , are famous 
throughout the world for the manufacture of belt- 
ing, and their unsurpassed position m that connec- 
tion IS not the result of fortuitous circumstances of 
a few years, but the outcome of many decades de- 
voted specially to the manufacture of belting of 
everyi description 

The firm started about i “50 years ago as tanners 
and curriers, before Watts’ first crude steam 
engine was used for anything but mining opera- 
tions In 1875 that engine was applied to a cotton 
factory, and thereafter, with the remarkable de- 
velopment which followed the application of steam 
power to industrial undertakings, Messrs Lewis 
and Tylor, leather experts, naturallji turned their 
attention to meeting the great demand for the belt- 
ing that was indispensable* in connection with the 
new motive power which was to change utterly the 
conditions of the world The improvement in 


maclnnery was accompanied by correspon 
provement in belting, and so to-day no ™ 
achieved greater fame and attainment in c 
tion x\ith It than Messrs Lewis and I) ’ 

at whose Gnpolj' Works, Cardiff, giving ^ , Ljy 
ment to some thousands of people, is ma e p 
half the belting in use throughout the Lpjt 

Their celebrated “ Gripoly ” ^anu 

ing, of which they are tlie patentees an so 
Facturers, is made from camel-hair 
Dined with a small percentage of cotton, a 
by a special process so as to ensure ’ ^^ear 
Dossible tensile strength and evenly of 

during the life of the belt A fgj edge, 

great economic value is its ^ . . gj). 

woven into and homogeneous with 1 foaling 
designed for the purpose of ehmina ing ^^.^ated 
due to guide forks The belting is and 

with a composition, the outcome o 
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prolonged experiment, which completely permeates 
the body of the maten^, and is not merely a surface 
process The finished article is a flexible, non- 
slipping, stretchless belt, impervious to heat and 
moisture, and all those variations of temperature 
and otlier atmospheric influences which work such 
havoc with leather, india-rubber, and other types 
of belting The onl} treatment necessary after the 
belt IS once in position is an occasional light dress- 
ing with the “ Gripoly ” belt preservative to keep 
the belt m condition, and is not m anj way an arti- 
ficial aid to its working efficiency These features 
make “ Gripoly ” belting- specially valuable for use 
in the tropics, where adverse conditions are preva- 
lent 

Messrs Lewis and Tylor, Ltd , are also manu- 
facturers of patent solid woven “ Gripol}' ” belt- 
ing, “ Land T ” Red Hair belting. Chamois Brand 
cotton belting, “ CAB ” guaranteed grade 
leather belting. Drop Stamp belting, conve3'ors and 
elevators banding, conve5'ors and elevators portable 
or fixed, “ Lantee ” high-pressure canvas fire 
hose, “ Security ” and “FA” grades canvas 


hose, “ Griplace ” flexible steel belt lacing and 
“ Gripoly ” belt preservative 

Their productions are in great use everjnvhere 
throughout India, where for many years they oper- 
ated through local agents In 1920, how^ever, m 
order to be able to render better sennce to their 
customers, they opened offices at Calcutta and 
Bomba}' The firm employ a staff of skilled 
British engineers, who travel throughout the 
peninsula, and not only supenose the installation 
of new belting but also make reports and advise 
m connection wuth projected new equipments and 
the best methods for the greatest w'orking economy 
and efficiency of machinery plants of ever}' descrip- 
tion 

The Bombay office is under the management of 
Mr G D Hynd, and Messrs Richardson and 
Cruddas, of the Byculla Iron Works, act as local 
secretaries for the firm The telegraphic address 
of Messrs Lew'is and Tylor, Ltd , is “ Belthose,” 
and the codes used by them are the ABC 5th 
and 6th editions, Bentley’s, and private 


WILKINSON, HEYWOOD and CLARK, 

Varnish, Enamel, Colour, and Paint Manufacturers, Exchange Building, Sprott Road, Ballard Estate 


Messrs Wilkinson, Hewood axt) Ciabk, who 
are contractors to H M Government and the prin- 
cipal home and foreign railw'a} s, etc , have been 
making paints and varnishes since 1770, and the 
experience they have gained during the 158 years 
in whicli they have speciahsed in that w'ork explains 
the reason why their business is so well known 
throughout the w'orld and, w'lth its connections, 
the largest of its kind extant The name of 
Messrs Wilkinson, Heyw'ood and Clark is recog- 
nised wherever there is demand for high quality 
paints and varnishes It is a universal aclneve- 
ment, an excellent S}non}m for British merit in 
ever} thing relating to colouring oils and pigments 
Throughout India, as elsew'here, it is a standard 
of recognition, and the dealers in the bazaars, as 
■"ell as the big foreign merchants handling such 
things, find the fi rm’s productions amongst their 
most reliable commodities 
When Messrs Wilkinson, Heiwood and Clark 
nrst introduced their manufactures into India 
upwards of fifty }ears ago the} recognised the 
ncccssit\ for stud} ing on the spot the effect of the 
''iriing climatic conditions of the countn on their 
productions, and with that object opened a branch 
•tt Bombai in 1S82, when all goods of the firm’s 
manufacture were thoroughh tested in a practical 
nmnner This experience has ensured the suppl\ 
nf tlie particular classes of goods best suited to 
Withstand tlic aariable seasons of India out- 

'slanding feature of the compans ’s manufacturing 
r>perations is their laboratori, where experiments 
"'I’d tests arc conducted ba spccialh trained 
^ loniists, and all products arc subjected to a rigid 
^vaniination b\ an expert staff before thci arc 
^ owed to be sent aw as from the promises 
''rnisfiec and other goods ha\c been supplied in 


large quantities to all the principal railway com- 
panies in India, and special preparations are now 
being supplied by the firm for motor cars and other 
vehicles 

Messrs Wilkinson, He} wood and Clark placed 
their w'orks and serv'ices at the disposal of the 
Imperial Government on the outbreak of the Great 
War, and they succeeded in producing special time- 
saving paints and varnishes w’hich were applied to 
a very large proportion of the immense output of 
shells 

The Bombay office is the firm’s headquarters for 
India, and the general manager for that territor} is 
Mr H B Atkins, who, before going to India, 
serv'ed for man} }ears at the firm’s factories in 
England Messrs Wilkinson, He}W'Ood and 
Clark’s agents in India arc as follow's Calcutta 
IMaldin and Co, Clive Buildings, Ch\c Street, 
Madras Walker and Co , Karachi Wm Jacks 
and Co , Rangoon Charles R Cowie and Co 
The telegraphic address of Messrs Wilkinson, 
Hc>wood and Clark at Bomba\ is “ M}otom\,” 
and their codes are the B C 5th edition, *Bentlc\ ’s 
and pn\ate 

The proprietors of the busmcs<; of Messrs 
Wilkinson, Hex wood and Clark arc Messrs 
Pinchin, Johnson and Co , Ltd , who arc also allied 
to sexeral other concerns of the same character, 
and thus form one of the largest paint and xarnish 
combinations in the world Messrs Wilkinson. 
He} wood and Clark s factories arc in Poplar, 
Sihcrtown, and Lnerpool At Bomba} tlic\ arc 
agents for Cooper, McDougall and Robertson 
Ltd , Berkhamsted the Jalln Turpentine and 
Rosin Factor}, Lahore, and Reexes and Sons, 
London 
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WALTER N CRESSWELL and CO , LTD , 
Merchants and Agents, IG, Elphinstone Circle, Fort 


EsTAunsniD in 1884 by llic late Mr Waller 
N Cresswell, who died in September, 1927, the 
business of Messrs Waller N Cressw'ell and Co , 
Ltd , has contributed an appreciable part to local 
commercial development While operating as 
general merchants and importers of piece-goods, 
metals, machinery, etc , the firm have long been 
prominent and influential in the suppb of the gold 
thread that is used so much throughout India in 


the manufacture of fabrics ot various kinds for 
apparel and articles of ornamentation 

The firm wms formed in 1921 into a limited 
liabiht} compan}, and the managing director b 
Mr W M Martin, Mr Cressw'ell’s son m law, 
w'ho has been connected w ith the business formani 
years 

Messis Waller N Cressw'ell and Co , Ltd , are 
managing agents of 


WOLVERHAMPTON WORKS COMPANY, LTD , 


one of the principal undertaking-, in Bombay de- 
voted to the production of aluminium goods, in 
w'hich the late Mr Cresswell w'as the pioneer in 
India Wolverhampton Works Co , Ltd , w'as 
formed in i8g6 Its factorj gives emplo^ment to 
about no people, and is excellent!} equipped w'lth 
modern machiner} for the manufacture of practi- 
callv everything into which aluminium can be 
fashioned The range of utilil} embraced in that 
connection is ver} wade and comprehensive The 
company are agents for the British Aluminium Co , 
Ltd , W'hich exports to India a great amount of 
aluminium circles and sheets, and has installed 
there a considerable amount of aluminium cable, 
exporting, as a matter of fact, about one-third of 
that country ’s consumption of steel-cored strand 
cable Wolverhampton Works Co , Ltd , is on 


the Government list, supplies all kinds of hospital 
requirements, and does a ver} large bazaar trade 
The telegraphic address of Messrs Walter N 
Cressw'ell and Co , Ltd , is “ Cresswell,” Bombai, 
and they use the ABC code sth and 6th edi6ons 
The} are agents for the follow'ing 
Sir Jacob Behrens tt. Sons, Bradford 
Sii Jacob Behrens i Sons, Mmehester 
Louis Behrens i Sons, Manchester 
Bee ct Cie, Pans 
Henrv Meneux, L}ons 
C Diitel et Cie, Laons 
Jonas it Cohci, Ltd, Sheffield 
Seciiiita Press Guai-d Co, Birmingham 
Seals, Ltd (Speedo machines), Ixmdon 
Martins, Ltd , London 
H Greaaei, Uambiirg 
Acton it Borman, Ltd , London 


McKenzies, ltd , Engineers, Contractors and Timber Merchants, Sewn 


The great development of Bomba} during recent 
}ears has been contributed to in no small measure 
by Messrs McKenzies, Ltd , w'hose activities as 
engineers, contractors, and timber merchants, 
etc , permeate all branches of local material pro- 
gress Their business was founded about sevent^ 
years ago by the late i\Ir Alexander McKenzie, 
w'ho in 1890 W'as joined in partnership by his 
eldest son, Mr George McKenzie, under the style 
of Alexander IMcKenzie and Sons The continued 
rapid development of the business necessitating 
greater accommodation and further assistance, a 
company was formed in 1907 under the name of 
McKenzie’s Saw' Mills, Ltd A smaller mill, adja- 
cent to the original establishment at Mazagon, 
W'as acquired, and after being entirel} refitted 
W'lth new machinery, it w'as used exclusively by 
the carpentering and finishing departments 
Mr Kenneth McKenzie became a partner in 
1903, just three vears prior to the death of his 
father, and w'hen his brother George died in 1913 
he assumed management and soon afterw'ards 
W'as assisted by Mr H L McNeill, w'ho arrived 
in India in 1913 for that purpose 

Meanwhile the company had been extending 
their operations in various directions, and in 1912 
it W'as decided to transfer the w'hole establishment 
to new' premises erected on land at Sew'n, which 
had been acquired some }ears previously The 
site, consisting of an area of 20,000 square yards. 


IS at the northern end of Bomba^ Island, and m 
close proximit} to the timber ponds belonging to 
the Bombay Port Trust The propert} borers 
upon land owned by the Trust, reclaimed un er 
the Mazagon-Sew ri Reclamation Scheme 
bounded by three main roads, and is ver} nca 
to the Sewn Station of the Great Indian Peninsu 
Raihva} Co 

Removal from the old mills to the 
commenced in 1912 and completed in 
being carried on simultaneous!} at both c 
and new premises , but the taking down, ’ 

and refixing of such a large quantity of 
was carried out in such a manner that wo . 
not entirely suspended for more than a 
w'eek during the final transfer 

The company, registered in 190/ 
sent title, specialise m the ,np- and 

class heavy furniture, chiefly J^Jgscnptio" 
mercantile houses, and fittings of tn ^ r 
have been made for practicall} ever} 
Bombay, for other banks in Calcutta 
and for branches of some of these es a 
at Amritsar and Mombasa Fit pprii' 

been supplied to all the important timbers 

in Bombav' also large quantities o „ the 
to industrial and Government bodies jupplied 
Great War iMessrs McKenzies, 
no fewer than 7 -°°° 
steamers Thev' also furnished r 
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ver} large quantities, especially for His Majesty’s 
A.ustralian ship S/!sba»e and to John Broun and 
Co , some of which was required for a super- 
Dreadnought launched from that well-knoum 
firm’s ship)ard 

Messrs McKenzies, Ltd , ha\e also made a 
special feature of general structural work and 
reinforced concrete 'Vmong the many contracts 
carried through verj successfully bv the compan)' 
■was the flooring of the Mole station, Alexandra 
Dock, and for Messrs Asquith and Lord’s pre- 
mises, also for the Reay Road railway station of 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, a platform 
roof consisting of 17ft 6in cantilevers carried on 
a single row" of pillars, thus giving an absolutely 
clear platform 

They have also erected chawds, piers, jetties, 
resenmirs, tanks, bridges, and manv buildings 
including tlie Imperial Bank of India, Allahabad 
Bank, National Bank of India, offices of Mulji 
Haridas, Mackmnon, Mackenzie and Co , Turner 
Hoare and Co , Ltd , Ahmedabad Powder House, 
Barnes School, Deolali, extension to Royal 
Bombay Yacht Club, etc Messrs IsIcKenzies, 
Ltd , also carried through with the greatest credit 
the construction of the Bombay Race«K:ourse, 
w'hich amounted approximateb to 2S lakhs of 
rupees Other achievements of the company are 
the Mahalakshmi Over-Bridge, 2,500 feet long. 


built of reinforced concrete, and the foundations 
and decking of a bridge 2,500 feet long at Trichi- 
nopoly The compan} ’s specialisation in concrete 
construction is aided by their exceptionally fine 
equipment of modem machinery for that purpose 
as w ell as saw"-milling facilities for form and 
timber w"ork 

For upw'ards of twenty years Messrs 
McKenzies, Ltd , ha\e been sole agents in 
Bombay Presidency for the waterproof “ Mal- 
thoid ” roofing, with w'hich they have covered a 
very large number of the principal buildings in 
Bombav, and laid millions of square feet of the 
same material in the Bombay Presidenc} 

As sole local agents for the w"ell-know'n Trini- 
dad and Bermudez ashphalt they have done much 
important w"ork for the Municipality of Bombay, 
such as Frere Road, Hornby Road, and Cruick- 
shank Road, the surface of these thoroughfares 
being equal to that of any in London, Pans, or 
New" York 

Messrs McKenzies, Ltd , are also agents for 
The Truscon Steel Co and The Insley Manufac- 
turing Co The managing agents of the firm are 
Messrs AIcKenzie and Co , the partners being 
Mr C C Sherwood and Mr B G Gillett, both 
engineers of w"ide experience Their telegraphic 
address is “ Sawmills,” Bomba} 


DAVID SASSOON and CO , LTD , Merchants, Bankers, and Mill Agents, Forbes Street 

Tui, Sassoon family of Bombay trace their descent institutions Special mention may be made of 

from the Ibu Shoshans of Spain, and the first of large sums of money contributed to tlie Elphin- 

the race to attain distinction w"as Mr David stone School in Bomba} , of his foundation of 

Sassoon, founder of the business of Messrs David scholarships at University and art schools, and 

Sassoon and Co , Ltd Particulars of Mr David his maintenance of the ” David Sassoon Bene- 

Sassoon wil be found in the article on Messrs volent Institution,” a school affording instruction 

E D Sassoon and Co , Ltd , on pages 201-202 to hundreds of Jewish children 

The vacancy in the firm caused b% his death In 1S67 he was appointed a Companion of the 
was filled by his eldest son, Albert (afterw"ards Sir Star of India, and in the folIow"ing -sear he became 

Albert Sassoon, Bart ), who w"as born at Bagdad a member of the Bomba} Legislative Council It 

in 1S17, and died at Brighton in England m Octo- was due to his munificence alone that tlie statue 

ber iSg6 This gentleman had the advantage of King Edw'ard \'II — as Prince of Wales was 

of a sound education in English as w"ell as in other erected in Bomba\ He recencd the honour of 

languages, and b^ his foresight the business was knighthood in 1S72 During the next \ear he 

'er\ greatly extended, w'lth the result that Dawd recened the freedom of the Cit\ of London (he 

Sassoon and Co came to be known as the ” Roths- being the first Anglo-Indian to be thus dis- 

childs ” of the East During the lifetime of Sir tinguished) The Shah of Persia entertained him 

Albert the firm constructed the Sassoon wet dock at the Empire Theatre in London in iSSg and 

"bicli was the first of Its kind to be made in India, conferred upon him the Order of the Lion and 

tnd this enterprising action stimulated the Go\ em- Sun, and m 1S90 Queen Victoria raised him to 

ment to undertake the building of the Prince’s the rank of baronet 

dock, which W’as opened in 1879 The Sassoon Messrs Da\id Sassoon and Co , Ltd , operate 
dock IS I, q6o feet in length, 1,000 feet in breadth \cr\ large!} as general merchants and bankers 
ond has n length of qu n of 6910 feet and are managing agents for a anous important 

The firm’s manufacture of silk and cotton goods undertakings Their head offices are at 9, King 

''as coiisiderabh de\ eloped about that time and William Street London, E C , and tlie\ liaae 

thia also became managers of the Port Canning branches at Bombaa Calcutta Karachi Honlonf 

'-ompnna, aaho held estates near the mouth ol Shanghai Hankoaa , and M incbcster The Cbair- 

Bio Miillhh Riaer in Bengal man is Sir Philip \ G D Sassoon Bart C B E 

hi priaate life Sir \lbert Sassoon folloaaed CMG ^I P , and the din ctnrs ore Messrs' 

r oseK footsteps of liis illustrious father D R issoon C J LongcroL and Sir John H 

his ]o\ d 

support of educational and charitable Daaidsoa K C M G . C B D S o , M P 
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nERBEI<T WHITWORTH, LTD., Cotton Manufacturers and General Merchants 

Yusiiff Building, Cliurcligate Street ’ 


No branch of business activity is more dependent 
upon idiosyncrasies of fashion and f.incy than 
that of tlie piece-goods trade, wliicli contributes 
so greatly to the commerce of <ill countries, and 
has long established and profitable markets for 
the productions of the Lancashire textile fac- 
tories Amongst tJie principal firms by which 
that trade is sustained are Messrs Herbert Whit- 
w'orth, Ltd , evhosc w'ell-know'n specialities arc in 
popular demand throughout India and the 
Orient These specialities include “ Dilkoosh,” 
“ Scooter,” and ‘‘ Herw’hit ” w'hitc brocades, 
Luminosa,” “ Hershjnc,” ” FaAoshecn,” 
■” Whitgloss,” and ‘‘ Hcriuna ” dyed-w'arp 
sateens, ” ^^breless ” and ” 3939 ” fast black 
sateens The range of this firm’s patterns is 
truly enormous and represents a universality of 
suppl) that meets the extraordinar)' conserv'atism 
of India’s millions in standard designs as well as 
the demand that also exists there for new' and 


novel chromatic combinations The firm’s " Lift 
mg Jack ” trade-mark in the Indian bazars bas 
become exceedingly w'cll established as the result 
of their enterprising activities by their mui tra\e! 
ling representatives and their many agents at the 
principal centres of population They have also 
branches at Calcutta, Rangoon, and Karachi, as 
w ell as at Bombay Other branches are estab- 
lished at Aden, Bangkok, Shanghai, and London 
The manager of the Bombay branch is Mr H 
Collier, and the travelling representative for India 
IS Mr T Ernest Daw'son 

Messrs Herbert Whitworth, Ltd, have been 
established since 1904, and have their head 
offices at Whitworth House, Pnneess Street, 
Manchester They' have also an office at Brad 
ford, and are owners of the Pioneer Mills at 
RadclilTc, Lancashire The telegraphic address 
IS ” Heiw'hit, ” Bombay, and the codes used are 
the ABC 5th edition, Bentley's, and private 


E SPINNER and CO ,rtlanufacturers of Khaki and Importers of Piece-goods, etc , Tamarind Lane 


Messrs E Spixaj-ii and Co ha\e been estab- 
lished Since iSyr, and have the distinction of being 
the first to place khaki on the market upwards of 
fortv years ago Before the advent of that exceed- 
ingly useful material there w'as endless trouble in 
India through the necessity of having to dye the 
clothes of the soldiers The celebrated Lceman 
and Catty' patent fast-dyed khaki materials, pro- 
duced exclusively' at Messrs E Spinner and Co ’s 
works at Bannister Hall, near Preston, proved an 
immediate and an immense boon to the Army', and 
w'on glowing testimonials regarding their high 
-quality and suitability from many notabilities, in- 
■cludmg Lord Roberts, H R H the Duke of Con- 
naught, General Sir G R Greaves, K C B , 
K C M G , etc Their “ Stockport ” khaki drill 
■and “ Wellington ” khaki Bedford cord are 
adopted hy Government as standard patterns for 


free issue to British troops, and are, togetheriufb 
the firm’s other patterns, m general use through 
out the Indian Army and States, Police, Forest 
Department, etc , presenting a smart appearanre 
even after y ears of w ear and exposure to the 
Indian climate 

While specialising in khaki, and operating as 
contractors in that connection to H M War Office 
and India Office, Messrs E Spinner and Co are 
also large importers of general piece-goods aa 
sundries, including aluminium and German-siier 
articles They' have a branch at Karachi and ve 
estabhslied connections throughout India ^ 
partners at Bombay are Messrs S Han ar , 
E Erb, and O A Guggenheim The manager a 
Bombay is Mr H Vogt The telegraphic addres 

IS ” Spinner ” 


BREUL and CO , Forbes Building, Home Street 


The exportation of cotton from India was estab- 
lished as an industry when sea routes were 
•opened to traders, but it w'as not until the out- 
break of the American Civil War in 1862 that 
It received a substantial impetus, as the Lanca- 
shire spinners had sympathy with President Lin- 
coln and his cause and preferred Indian cotton 
to supplies of raw material from the Southern 
States It W'as about that time that the business 
of Messrs Breul and Co , cotton brokers, w'as 
founded by the late Mr Augustus Breul, w'hose 
-enterprise and good judgment were demonstrated 
during many a crisis in w'hich well-know'n firms 
-met with disaster Mr Breul took an active part 
in the management of his business until some 
years before his death m 1927 The present 


partners are his nephew, Mr Charles r 

Breul, and Mr K S Nicholson ^ ^^ith 

the latter gentleman was in partnership 
Mr Augustus Breul for very many 
sub-managers are Mr C F Brandon, 1^ . icon 
Mr H E Brandon, and Mr B S N.c^ 
Messrs Breul and Co are the ol es (5 
European cotton brokers and commission 

“'They te agents tor the 
Co , Ltd , and give employment to about a 
persons Their telegraphic address is 
Bombay, and the codes used } chiton 
Bentley’s, ABC 5th and 6th editions, 
code and Meyer’s Atlantic code 
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ROLLS-ROYCE, LTD , Hughes Road, Cumballa HiU 


Of all the many well-known motor cars now justly 
claiming meritorious recognition there is nothing 
that equals in fame or worth the Rolls-Royce That 
name has so long been associated with the highest 
possible achievement in automobile engineering 
that It has become a synonym for the superlative 
It stands for supreme production, the finest and 
most reliable workmanship, and the most graceful 
and luxurious appointments The latest model of 
the Rolls-Ro)'ce is rightly termed the “ Phantom,” 
for It glides noiselessly at any speed, and the 
simplicity and perfection of its control is one of the 
most remarkable achievements in automobile 
engineering 

The storj' of the wonderful vehicle goes back to 
1904, when Messrs C S Rolls and Co exhibited 
at the Pans Automobile Salon a car which had been 
constructed by Jtir F Henry Ro) ce, who was then 
managing director of Ro) ce. Ltd , an important 
^lanchester electrical compan} That car was 


miles reliability trial in 1907 under obsenmtion of 
the Royal Automobile Club of England This 
entailed that the car should not be touched without 
the fact being recorded by the obserxmrs of the 
club During this unprecedented and severe trial 
the car was driven over 400 miles a day, and there 
was only one mvoluntar) stop of tliirt3-six seconds’ 
duration, due to the accidental shutting of a petrol 
tap 

At the conclusion of the trial tlie chassis was 
dismantled completel)’^ by the club officials to ascer- 
tain the cost of replacing all worn parts The total 
bill sufiicient to make the chassis equal to new to 
the satisfaction of the Royal Automobile Club’s 
technical staff was £^2 2s yd , and this, it should 
not be forgotten, was twentj-one years ago' It 
IS of interest to record that the tested car, which, 
by the waj, was christened the “ Silver Ghost,” 
owing to its phenomenal silence in running, was 
bought bj' a private customer who has since used 



SHOWROOM OF ROLLS ROYCE, LTD, CUMBALLA HILL 


awarded a special medal and diploma, and was the 
first of the celebrated vehicles that ere long repre- 
sented tlie highest standard of automobile produc- 
tion, which all other manufacturers sought in vain 
to reach 

Up to the }car 1906 the firm of C S Rolls and 
Co absorbed the whole of the motor car output of 
Rojce, Ltd , and in December of that 3 ear a public 
'Conipiri's vas formed under tlie style of Rolls- 
Ro\cc, Ltd 

E'en m those earh da\s it "as tlie ambition of 
Messrs Rolls-Roece, Ltd , to build the most per- 
‘cel \ehicle in tlie automobile world To this end 
It "as decided to concentrate on one model, which 
" as to be a six-c\ hnder engine of 40''50 h p rating, 
and this decision was taken in spite of the mans 
successes in rcliabilitt trials and competitions of 
the earh four-c\ hnder 20 h p Rolls-Roscc Since 
the ,ear 1906, wlien Mr Ro\cc dcsiqfned the first 
do/ So h p six-c\ hnder side-sahe engine the 
model Itself was not chanqcd (with the exception 
of ■'mall details) until 1923 — truh an amazing 
record In order tliat tins car should be pros cd out 
under the most lr\ing and arduous conditions a 
s ock ear "as entered b\ the compane for a 13 000 


It for a distance of over 360,000 miles, and it is 
in sertice to-da3 , running as swectl3' tis e'er 
In 1908 the compan3 had commenced to expand 
Its energies abroad In the Bomba3 -Kolhapur 
trial of that 3 ear, of o\er 620 miles, including the 
ascent of the Gliats, with neither spares nor tools 
carried and with a locked and sealed bonnet, a 
standard 40/50 h p Rolls-Ro3ce car came out first 
It also won the M\sore Cup in the competition of 
that name, besides securing a siher medal, two 
gold medals, two diplomas, and '\as awarded the 
first prize for appearance in the Bomba3 '^lotor 
Show of 190S In 1911 thecompan3 had the honour 
of supphing eight cars for the use of His Majestt 
the King-Emperor George V and Her Majest\ 
Queen Mar\ and also for the use of the Go\crn- 
ment of India, for the Durbar which was held in 
Delhi in honour of the coronation of His Majeste 
the King Emperor In that 3 car the compan' 
opened a showroom and repair works m Bombat , 
and so large were the compane ’s interests then 
becoming that showrooms and repair worl s were 
estabh'-hed in Pans the latter being the first 
English car business to be started in the Erencb 
e apital 
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During the Grent War Rolls-Royce cars were 
supplied for the use of His Majesty the King- 
Emperor, His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, and the Commanders-in-Chief of the 
British and the French armies Hundreds of 
chassis were converted into armoured cars, the 
history of these being one long story of success 
after success, due to the great reliability of the 
mechanical details of the chassis One interesting 
fact IS that the car used during the War by H R H 
the Prince of Wales is now owned by one of the 
ruling chiefs in India Even before the British 
entered into the War, experimental work was 
going on at the Rolls-Royce factory to evolve the 
“ Rolls-Royce ” of aeroplane engines, and to-day 
Rolls-Royce reliability is as much recognised in the 
aviation world as it is amongst motorists The 
Rolls-Ro3'ce aero engine has been used in many of 
the great pioneer flights since the Armistice 
Amongst other pioneer (lights since 1919 an aero- 
plane equipped with Rolls-Royce motors was the 
first machine m the world to make a direct flight 
across the Atlantic Ocean During the same year 
an aeroplane flew from England to India, and 
another flew from England to Australia In the 
following year the flight from England to South 
Africa was accomplished Later a seaplane flew 
arcoss the South Atlantic, and yet another seaplane 
flew round Australia All the aeroplanes in these 
flights were equipped with Rolls-Royce motors, 
and It should be remembered that the flights were 
in every case unprecedented 

Messrs Rolls-Royce, Ltd , opened their first 
branch m India at Bombay in 1911, and the rapid 
development of their trade in that countrj' necessi- 
tated two removals into successively larger 
premises Their establishment in Cumballa Hill 


IS now the headquarters for India, and there are 
branches at Delhi, opened in 1920, and m Park 
Street, Calcutta, opened in 1921 At each of these 
places the eompaii} ’s activities are under the super 
vision of trained Europeans with a plant capable 
of undertaking the largest overhaul work Ven 
large stocks of Rolls-Royce spare parts are also 
carried The company have no fewer than se\ent) 
experts employed in their sales and senuce organi 
sations in India As far as possible the sen ice 
system IS run on the same lines as that m opera 
tion in England, though adapted to the enormous 
distances which have to be covered, and the lack 
of proper facilities for effecting repairs awaj from 
the large cities 

There are some hundreds of Rolls-Rojce cars 
in India 1 he} are very popular amongst the 
ruling princes, one of whom owns no fewer than 
twenty-three of them, being the largest ovmer of 
Rolls-Royce cars in the world Many of these 
famous vehicles in the Indian States are used 
solely for shikkar purposes, and it has been found 
that when employed for hunting they are the only 
cars which will stand up to the exceptional treat 
ment engendered by having to go across countrj 
where there are no proper roads 

Amongst the impressive assortment of Rolls 
Royce cars in the company’s familiar premises in 
Bombay is one of the first four-cylinder cars that 
\yere built in 1905, and yvas second in the Tourist 
Tropin Race in the Isle of Man of that year Its 
magnificent engine runs as faultlessly as ever, and 
the car is being used by the company for genera 
service purposes 

The company’s general manager for 
Mr M H Fenn The cable address is Roll'! 
royce,” Bombay , and the codes used are the Motor 
Trade and the ABC 5th edition 


W H BRADY and CO , LTD , Royal Insurance Building, Churchgate Street 


Amongst the founders of the great cotton-mill 
industry of Bombay were Messrs W H Biady 
and J F Bradbury, both Lancashire cotton 
spinning experts and engineers, who started busi- 
ness m partnership together in 1893 under the style 
of Bradbury, Bradys and Co Notwithstanding 
keen competition, their intimate and practical 
knowledge of the actual requirements of the in- 
dustry enabled them to make steady progress and 
to carry out extensiye contracts for the designing 
and complete equipment of several large cotton 
mills in Bombay city and the mofussil In 1901 
they were appointed managing agents of the 
Colaba Land and Mill Co , Ltd , to resuscitate its 
failing fortunes, which were at that time at a very 
low ebb So well did they achieve their purpose in 
that connection that the Colaba Land and Mill 
Co , Ltd , soon became what it is to-day, one of 
the best undertakings of its kind in Bombay 

The success of that undertaking led the firm to 
purchase the partially burnt out propertv of the 
City of Bombay ISfanufacturing Co , Ltd , with the 


object of rebuilding the mill and installing 
machinery' In the same connection th^ or 
the New City' of Bombay Manufacturing 0 , > 

which likewise lias been very' successful 
In 1911 Mr Brady retired from the 
while the latter operated under the name 0 
bury and Co , as general mill agents, r ’ 
in partnership with Mr (now Sir) P j 
F I S A , M L C , J P , Mr H H Lak m ^and 
Mr W M Johnson, continued ^“Sinc 
vities under the style of Brady and 0 ‘ 

was formed into a limited liability co p 
1913 the 

On the death of Mr Bradbury ^ 
agencies of the mills held by him were • 
to Messrs W H Brady and Co , Ud 

retired from India in 1919 „ Bradt an<l 

The progress made by' Messrs 
Co , Ltd , since their ’"corporation M 
siderable In addition to being on 'ondthcRdi^ 
of the Colaba Land and Mill Co , L 1 ‘ 

City' of Bombay' Manufacturing 0 , > 
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also in the same capacity for the Empire Dyeing 
and Manufacturing Co , Ltd , and the Bombay In- 
dustrial Mill Co , Ltd These undertakings give 
employment to about 11,000 persons 

Messrs W H Brady and Co , Ltd , employ a 
staff of highly qualified engineers, who report on 
and superintend the installation of machinery 
plants of every description The firm are also very 
extensive importers of machiner} and mill stores 
of all kinds, and have branches at Calcutta, 
Madras, Cawnpore, 16, John Dalton Street, Man- 
chester, and correspondents throughout the norld 
Their telegraphic address is “ Brad},” and the 


codes used by them are the ABC 5th and 6th 
editions and Bentley’s 

iMessrs W H Brady and Co , Ltd , are secre- 
taries, treasurers, and agents for the New Great 
Eastern and Spinning and Weaving Co , Ltd , 
managing agents of tlie Bombay Uganda Co , 
Ltd (amongst the pioneers of the cotton-ginning 
industry in Uganda), managing agents of the Bela- 
pur Sugar Co , Ltd , and George Claridge and 
Co , Caxton Printing Works, one of the largest 
and oldest printing concerns in Bombay They 
are also agents for a veiy' large number of leading 
manufacturers of machinery' and mill stores in 
Great Britain and the United States 


WILLIAM JACKS and CO , Metal Merchants and Reinforced Concrete Specialists, 
Neville House, Currimbhoy Road, Ballard Estate 


Messrs William Jacks akd Co are well known 
in connection with all kinds of metals, building 
material and general hardware, and their regular 
newspaper reports on metal are indicative of their 
close connection with everything pertaining to that 
department of trade They were pioneers in the 
introduction of expanded metal for reinforced con- 
crete construction, in which they specialise with 
very' noteworthy ability and success, to which many 
large buildings throughout the Orient bear elo- 
quent testimony' The machinery supplied b\ 
i)lessrs William Jacks and Co is exceedingh 
comprehensive, and the efficiency of their depart- 
ment for builders’ and engineers’ supplies has for 
Its primary object the welfare and satisfaction of 
their clients, thus making sales subsen'ient to the 
continual effort for the maximum adaptability and 
utility of every contrivance and material for the 
purpose for which it is intended 

Messrs William Jacks and Co ’s head office is at 
Winchester House, Old Bond Street, London, 
L C 2 They are also established at iS, Bennett’s 
Hill, Birmingham, and are the proprietors of the 
business know n under the name of William Coh in 
and Co , Middlesbrough and Glasgow' The\ are 
^presented at New' York under the name of 
Nicoll and Co , 140, Broadway It is interesting 
to note that at one time the late Mr Bonar Law 
Was a partner in the business 

In India, where they ha\e been established for 
upwards of twenty years, Messrs M'llliam Jacks 


and Co de\ote special attention to all railw'ay 
mechanical supplies, including locomotives, and 
they have carried through many' large contracts in 
that connection They' have also branches at Cal- 
cutta, Karachi, Rangoon, Madras, Singapore, and 
Shangliai The manager at Bombay is ^Ir 
J W Jessop The telegraphic address is 
” Astorr,” and the codes used are Bentley’s, 
ABC, and prnate 

Messrs William Jacks and Co are secretaries 
for the Crittal Manufacturing Co (India), Ltd , 
and are sole agents for many famous productions, 
including 

Sentinel C immel Eiilcoache, Sentinel wnggons 

Sentinel locomotives 

Cnrbonindum wheels 

Expanded metal 

“ Etemit ” sheets and slates 

Callender’s “ Venbest ” roofing, ‘‘ Callcndrite ” 
bitumen sheeting 
Hall’s distemper 
Sissons paints etc 
Cnttall steel windows 
Lead wool packing 
Filth’s tool, steel dnlls, files etc 
Page “ Lion ” fencing 

Armco-Calco products, Armco corrugated cuKcrts, 
Aimco conaigated sheets Armco black sheets, 
Armco annealed sheets 
Collapsible gates 
Tonks’ fittings 
Wliite Portland cement 
“ Wingct ” concrete block niaehtnes 
“ Ferrocietc ” cement 
Bocman A Kanin’s paints 


GEO SERVICE and CO , Iron, Steel, and General Merchants and Contractors, 

Sohrab House, Hornby Road 


M iiLX the business of Messrs Geo Serxice and 
Co was established in 1S90, Bombay wa-< \ery 
different from wliat it is to-day W itli the cxccp- 
'lun of Go\ eminent buildings, educational and 
other public institutions, most of its structures 
^'•cre crude and haphazard, and had been built 
’More tlie ad\ent of the modern utilisation of steel 
building construction In the great metamor- 
P to>is that lias since oceurred in the cu\ Messrs 
“-o Ser\icc and Co lia\e pla\ed an important 
’’o e b\ tlieir suppK of iron and steel of all kinds 


In steel beams tht\ speci ilise to an extent that 
makes tlicm one of the leading firms in that connec- 
tion in Western India 

Messrs Geo Sere ice and Co ire agents for 
scaeral well-known B-itisli manufaeturcs, including 
the celebrated Ruheroid -oofing The man iging 
partner is Mr A M Reith, 6 B L , L R I B 
He is also a partner in the firm of Kich'’rdson and 
Cruddas, who ac, as managing agtn.s fo- Messrs 
Geo Service anci Co The firms tUeirrapiic 
address jc “ Metallic Bimba. 


V 
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SEAPORTS OF iINDIA AND CEYLON, 

RICHARDSON and CRUDDAS, Engineers, Contractors, etc , Byculla Iron Works 
Nesbit Road Iron Works, Bombay Metal Mart 

The historj of this well-known firm goes back to famous for its tragic memories, was durmir th 
the 3 ear before the Indian Mutiny, when Mr Noble Afghan War provided with water suppK semce 

Richardson, a r3neside engineer, began operat- t^anks of special construcUon of a total capaati of 

mg m the compound of his bungalow at Bombay, a 375.ooo gallons— all from the Bombay vorks^ of 

small foundry in ivhich the modelling boxes were Messrs Richardson and Cruddas 

ordinary packing cases But thecastings were good In railway bridge construction in India the firm 

and the work done exemplified the skill of the have played a leading part Passing o^er the 

master hand, for everything w'as under Mr Rich- railway bridges on the military railroads, the Man 

ardson’s immediate personal super\ision, and he Attock Raihvay and the North-Western Railway, 

himself worked harder than any of his employees for instance, we learn that the bridge piers were 
Pen y'ears later he w'as joined by his second son, sunk on the well curbs supplied by Messrs 

Mr William Richardson, also an English trained Richardson and Cruddas, and not one of the State 

engineer The latter and his brother Noble raihvay s and company-owned lines but has had its 

became partners wath their father under the style wmll curbs designed and sent out from Bombai 

of Richardson and Co In 1&80 they absorbed Foremost amongst these bridges are the Kistna 

the business of Messrs Nicol and Co on the Parel River Bridge and the Godaven River Bndge at 

Road Mr John Cruddas of that company' was Rajamundry', in Southern India, for wbich not onh 

also taken into partnership, and the prc'^ent title the w'ell curbs but the caissons of considerable sue 

W'as then assumed Mr Cruddas, however, only were supplied These well-known raihvay bridge 

remained a member of the firm until 1882, w'hen he w'orks were carried out by the famous engineer, 

retired from India Sir Francis Spring, C I E , M Inst C E , and are 

The founder, Mr Noble Richardson, died in among the finest examples of bridge w'ork in India 

1904 His son William, after fifty years in the And under the magnificent bridge thrown across 

business, retired in 1921 The present partners the Main River, on the B B and C I Railwaj, 

comprise the latter gentleman’s two sons, Mr spans of 350 feet, he the huge double octagonal 
H L Richardson, O B E , M I C E , and Major w'ell curbs, sunk to 60 feet below the riverbed— 

George Carr Richardson (late R A ), DSO, also the work of Messrs Richardson and Cruddas 

MC , also Messrs H G Pirrie, H H Bowack, In Burma, Ceylon, and Malaya their skill in rail 

A Mul C E , and A M Reith, O B E w'ay w'ork is w'ell demonstrated Special machinen 

The development of the business w'as accom- is required for the sinking of these ponderous 

panied by corresponding expansion and improve- W'ells, w'lth their massive built piers, and the paten 

ment in the firm’s establishments The chief of dredgers used, designed bv that eminent engmeCi 

these IS the By'culla Iron Works, w'here not a few' Mr J R Bell, w'ho w'as immortalised by Kipiog 

of the contrivances are of the firm’s ow'n invention, as “ the Bridge Builder,” have for j 

and the entire equipment, operated throughout bv been manufactured by Messrs Richardson a^^ 

electricity, is an impressive demonstration of the Cruddas, to whom the patentee handed over 

amazing power and precision of modern machine sole rights The largest of the Bell dre 

tools in connection with the manipulation of metal w'hich six in all w'ere constructed, was 0 j 

of all kinds for purposes innumerable feet capacity It was manufactured to le or 

Throughout India, from Landi Kotal to Cape Sir Robert Gales, MICE, wlien ’ 

Comorin, from the Sind desert to Mandalay', Engineer-in-Chief on the Sara Bridge cons 

Messrs Richardson and Cruddas have left their over the Ganges, one of the greatest fea s 0 

impress Railway bridges, cotton mills, tea engineering in India . T a more thnn 

factories, erection works, etc , testify eloquently Irrigation, which has benefited in la 

to their facilities and resources and the comprehen- any other country' m the w'orld, ^4,0 

sive nature of their undertakings With them w'ere served by' Messrs Richardson an of 

entrusted the contracts for the steel and cast iron make a special study of its ® '"'^hitious of ul'i 
used in the construction of the Simla Secretariat, their work in India testify Mos^rn ,n 

the home of the Viceroy's of India for the last perhaps, is that on the frontier a greeted 

quarter of a century, and the neighbouring Army the Swat Valley There the rm 

Headquarters Amongst many massive railway' some gngantic siphons , ^^snnd f^^ 
bridges on the military railways built by Messrs — tw'in tubes about tw'o and “P 

Richardson and Cruddas is the Connaught Bridge length, w'hich ran dow'n the « ^ 
at lonely' Chakdara, a bridge of five spans of 150 again to carry the waters from 
feet each, w'hich carries a strategic railway line, a irrigate an enormous area Bomb'') 

monument of engineering skill , m the forts and Both the Presidency and le crudda'^ J’ 

blockhouses, all w'lth their machicouli galleries, have found m Messrs Richar 

their emplacements and their armoured gates and firm w'ho have co-operated wi -n the 

their loopholed doors from the firm’s w'orks at vantage In the developmen part and 

Bombay, o-uardmg British soldiers and keeping have naturally' taken a vep' 1 P 

the w'lld' ^ibesmen at bav The grim Khyber, w'lll no doubt continue to do so 
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In connection with the recent extensions to the 
Alexandra Dock, the steel work for all the ware- 
houses, totalling- 12,000 tons, was supplied and 
erected by Messrs Richardson and Cruddas The 
bridge over the creek at Kalyan, consisting of ten 
spans, each of loo feet, with cast iron piers six 
feet in diameter — standing in some places seventy- 
six feet above bed rock level — the whole structure 
and sub-structure were manufactured in Bombay 
and erected by the firm The Mazagaon Dock 
workshops, built to the order of Messrs Mac- 
kinnon, Mackenzie, and Co , to carr}^ out repairs 
to the P and O and British India fleets, wort 
shops covering an enormous area which may be 
numbered amongst the most up-to-date to be found 
anywhere in Asia — these also were the work of 
Messrs Richardson and Cruddas 

In the development of electrical engineering, 
too, Messrs Richardson and Cruddas have taken 
a leading part The modern power and boiler 
houses of the Bomba) Electric Suppl) and Tram- 
ways Co and their well-arranged workshops at 
Kingswa) , Dadar, and Bombay, covering in all an 
area of nearly 200,000 square feet, afford evidence 
of the firm’s work And in one of the finest of all 
Indian industrial enterprises, the Tata Hydro- 
Electric concern, there is also the handiwork of 
Messrs Richardson and Cruddas, for the steel 
power house which provides the motive power for 
so many of the Bomba) nulls, with its massive 


loo-ton crane runaway, was designed and manu- 
factured by them The tow'crs for the transmis- 
sion of cables, carried across the Phana creek on 
massive cast iron cylinders sunk deep into the silt)' 
bottom, also came from the foundries of the firm 

During the Great War Messrs Richardson and 
Cruddas rendered invaluable assistance to the vic- 
tory of the Allies by their manufacture of ammuni- 
tions as well as engineering necessities Flung 
across the River Euphrates, at Gurmat Ah, beyond 
Basra, there is a pontoon bridge 750 feet in length 
across which troops and munitions poured, and 
out of the firm’s workshops w'ent implements of 
w'ar, many and varied 

An entire volume could be devoted to the things 
which Messrs Richardson and Cruddas have done, 
are doing, and are prepared to do, but this neces- 
saril) brief sketch is probably sufficient to indicate 
the prominence and influence of the firm in the 
economic development of India 

The telegraphic address of Messrs Richardson 
and Cruddas is “ Ironw'orks,” and the codes used 
by them are Western Union — 5-letter, Bentle) ’s, 
and ABC 

The corresponding London firm is that of 
Richardson and Hew'ett, loi, Leadenhall Street, 
EC3 

Messrs Richardson and Cruddas are proprietors 
of the business of George Ser\ ice and Co , Sohrab 
House, Hornb-s Road, and ha\e a branch at 
Madras 


WEST END WATCH COMPANY, 49, Esplanade Road 


TiitnE IS an atmosphere redolent of intellect and 
responsibility about the avocation that provides 
mankind w'lth a competent and reliable substitute 
for the sun itself as a chronological recorder, and 
that compels w'holesome respect w Inch e\ en the 
ad\ent of the cheap w'atch cannot dispel For the 
<2ra of the cheap w atch cannot entirel) obliterate the 
traditions w'hich have come dow'n from the hoarv 
past, w'hen the consideration of e\ery cog and 
■''heel 1/1 timepieces w'as a distinct index to the 
cunning of the master craftsman 

Sucli reflections ma) w'cll arise in contemplation 
01 the business of the M’’est End Watch Co , w'hose 
unconimonh handsome retail establishment is such 
^ 'ictcwortln contribution to the shopping attrac- 
tions of Hornb) Road That establishment is 
'e largest and finest of its kind in the cit), and 
tt worlht and fitting place for the displa-^ of the 
tfrcat assortment of high-class timekeepers with 
tyiicb the West End Watch Co are so insepar- 
' ' associated The compan\ are not concerned 
m an\ wuli the cheap and unreliable watch 

r common c\cr\ where throughout the 
c/ri” cheap w atch, like cheap sliocs or cheap 
'n Ks m monc) wasted — a source of anno\- 
aci. nnd continual rcproacli to the msthetic sense 
^^'^tpain lia\e no fewer tlian 200 different 
■siM "atebes and cacb is an example of the 

Piratno m tiine-kccping eflicienc\ and artistic 


appearance Throughout India and elsewhere the) 
are in use b) man) thousands of people to whom 
time accuracy is an important matter — people w'ho 
are sufficiently evolved to appreciate the beauty as 
well as the intrinsic excellence of watches that 
operate beyond perad^enture and justify pride and 
pleasure m their possession 

The beautiful and spacious shop contains also 
handsome silver and electro-plated ware, etc , but 
watches are the great specialisation of the coin- 
pan), as their title indicates, and in these thc) ha\e 
built up thc largest business m India Some idea 
of the extent of the concern is afforded b\ the 
wholesale department on the first floor, where a 
clerical staff of about fifl\ persons are cmplo\ed 
The business was founded in 188S b\ Mr 
A Amstutz, who i-, one of thc best known com- 
mercial men in Switzerland, where he has man\ 
interests It was originally m Alice Budding 
Hornby Road w lienee a few ^ca^s Inter it w is 
transferred to No 373 thc same thoroughfare 
Owing to the great expansion it hid attained thc 
coinpain mo\ed into the present excellent and 
extensne quarters in 1926 Thc companv line t 
branch at 13. Dalhoiisic Street C di utta and an 
also established in Bo,de\ard George Eaeon 
Gene\a The firms .elegmphu addn ss 
“ Horologe ’ and tboe us^ :;th edition of the 
\ B C cede 



5EAPORT5 or INDIA AND CE/LON, 

CROSSLEY BROS , LTD , Alanufacturers of Gas and Oil Engines and Suction Gas Plants 
Commerce House, Curnmbhoy Road, Ballard Estate ’ 


No name is better known throughout the world 
m connection with oil and gas engines than tliat 
of Crossley In iS66 tlie brothers Francis 
William and ^^hlham John Crossley established 
the firm of Crossley Bros for the purpose of pro- 
ducing oil and gas engines They were the 
pioneers of the internal combustion engine in Great 
Britain, and by research and experiment and prac- 
tical application in their business of the experi- 
ence derived from the building of upwards of 
100,000 engines, have maintained their position as 
leaders of the industr}' 

In iSgy, on the death of the senior partner, Mr 
F W Crossley, the firm was formed into a limited 
liabilit) company under the chairmanship of Sir 
W J Crossle}' Shortl) before tlie death of Sir 
W J Crossley in igii, his eldest son, Sir Kenneth 
I Crossley, accepted the position of chairman, 
which he holds to this da} 

Messrs Crossley Bros , Ltd , took a leading 
part in the development of the motor car In 1906 
this section of their business became too large to 
be carried on as a department, and was formed into 
a separate company. Crosslev Motors, Ltd , Gor- 
ton, Manchester, makers of the famous Crossley 
car under the chairmanship of Sir Kenneth 
I Crossley 

As all the space available at the works of Messrs 
Crossley Bros , Ltd , at Openshaw, Manchester, 
had been built upon, and further expansion was 
imperative, a plot of forty-eight acres of land was 
acquired at Heaton Chapel, Stockport, upon which 
new branch works were erected 

In igig the shares of the Premier Gas Engine 


Co , Ltd , of Sandiacre, Nottingham, a firm 
specialising in the construction of large gas and 
od engines, were acquired by Messrs Crosslei 
Bros , Ltd They also took over in 192^ the works 
of tlie Sanderson Tractor and Implement Co, 
Ltd , of Bedford, a firm speaalising m the con 
struction of tractors and other agricultural imple 
ments 

The aim of the house of Crossley is to build and 
sell the highest class products, to maintain and, 
if possible, increase the reputation the} have 
acquired during sixt} -two years’ work and bi large 
production to offer their goods at the lowest pnces 

The firm’s productions have been in popular use 
in India for decades, and they have had offices 
there since 1919, these being at Bombay, Calcutta, 
and Madras The Bombay offices form the firm’s 
headquarters for India, and the general manager 
for that country is Mr H D M Haiward 

The business of Messrs Crosley Bros, Ltd , in 
tbeir motor cars m India is chieflv w'lth the Govern 
ment for military purposes They are also con 
tractors to the Government in their other lines, and 
have fulfilled many large and important contracts 
in connection with industrial plants of every de 
scription throughout the peninsula Their sta 

includes twelve qualified engineers wdiose duties m 

the solution of problems for the most economic 
wmvs and means of operation on behalf of the firm ^ 
clients take them all over India The firm sagfi" 
at Laliore are Messrs B Kashyap and W , •'j' 
at Rangoon Messrs Darw'ood and Co The^ e 
graphic address at Bombay is “ Gasengine, nn 
the code used is the B C 6th edition 


E I DU PONT DE NEMOURS and CO , Manufacturers and Importers of Dyes, etc 

Jacob Sassoon Building, Rampart Row' 


The great business of Messrs E I du Pont de 
Nemours and Co is one of the oldest undertakings 
in America, where it was founded by a French 
family^ in 1802, when Napoleon w'as altering the 
map of Europe Little did that family dream that 
nearly one hundred y ears later their business would 
prove one of the most potent factors in modern 
progress, and contribute to the victory of France 
and her allies in the most stupendous w'ar of all 
time Messrs E I du Pont de Nemours and Co 
manufactured 40 per cent of the explosives by 
which that victory was made possible, and during 
the terrific struggle they employed no fewer than 
70,000 persons in their factories, which number 
about 50 altogether in various parts of the United 
States The headquarters, however, are at Wil- 
mington, Del The following companies are 

associated wnth it 

Associated Securities of Canada, Ltd 

Dn Pont Buildinc Coiporation 

Tin Pont Oellophone Co 

Du Pont Engineenufr <30 

Du Pont Pibei-silk Co 

Du Pont Nitrate Co 


E I dn Pont de Nemoui-s i Co of Penna 
E I dn Pont de Nemours Powder U) 

Elint Varnish and Colour Works, tnc 
Hotel dn Pont Co 
Rokeby Realty Co 

The Play House Co „ j xTemniirs and 

Furthermore, Messrs du Pont de r c|,ares 
Do are amongst the largest , Cor- 

)f the vast business of the Oakland, 

loration, w'hich manufactures the , ’ ipt carS 
Dadillac, La Salle, Pontiac, and J , The 
he Yellow Taxi, and the G M C ,,n(j 

lapital of that company runs nine g 
loth companies combined form of 

rial undertaking m the w'orld p t Du Pont 
lach IS Mr P S du Pont Messrs , |j,ngs m 
le Nemours and Co have also large 
he United States Steel Corporation ,,,5 

In 1924 they opened an office at ^encd 

;ale throughout India ofdyestu s The 

nanager for India is Mr Chares Bombn', 
elegraphic address is “ Dupontdyes, 
ind all the standard codes are use 
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JEWELLERS, LTD , Yusuf Building, Corner of Churcbgate Street 


these days of rapid and great fluctuations in 
international exchanges and the value of commo- 
dities, one of the best and most satisfactory forms 
of investment of capital is undoubtedly jeweller}' , 
and when jeweller}' is referred to in connection 
with the trade of Bombay mention of the business 
carried on under the appropriate name of Jewellers, 
Ltd , IS a natural sequence The work of this firm 
m ever} thing pertaining to the manufacture of 
jeweller}' is an eloquent justification for their 
uncommon title Visitors to Bombay desirous of 
securing artistic examples in every form of jewel- 
lery will do well to visit the firm’s attractive estab- 
lishment Diamonds, rubies, emeralds, sapphires, 
and other precious stones are there displa} ed in 
cunningly devised rings, bracelets, pendants, ear- 
rings, brooches, etc , in choice and original de- 
signs that speak much concerning the skill brought 
to bear on tbeir production 
The firm are also watch and clock makers, and 
their stock of time-pieces is likewise ver} extensive 
— time-pieces that may be depended upon for all 
time, whether for the vail, the table, the pocket, 
or the wrist An} one who wants a good watch is 
sure to be suited by Messrs Jew'ellers, Ltd , who 
keep man} different kinds In the firm’s work- 
shops behind the front shop are emplojed highb 
skilled men, each a specialist in his ow'n particular 
job The range of operations include not onl} 
the manufacture of jeweller}' and repairs of all 


kinds, but also electro-plating, gilding, bronzing 
etc 

Messrs Jew'ellers, Ltd , were incorporated in 
1920 as tbe amalgamation of two old established 



CHURCHGATE STREET CORNER, SHOWING 
PREMISES OF JEWELLERS, LTD 


firms, Messrs Janson and Scow'en and J 
C Bechtler, Son, and Co The business gives em- 
plO}ment to seventy -five persons, and there are 
branches of it at Allahabad, Mussoorie, Cawnpore, 
Lucknow', and Ootacamund The joint managing 
directors are Messrs F G Scowen and J 
H Janson The manager at Bombay is Mr 
S Baron The telegraphic address is “ Jansco,” 
Bomba} 


WILLIAM GOSSAGE and SONS, LTD , Soap and Chemical Manufacturers, 

Nicol Road, Ballard Estate 


‘VxwoxE who travels much in the tropics w'lll ha^e 
the names of one or tw'o celebrated commodities of 
British manufacture alw'a}s brought to notice One 
of these is Gossage’s soap, than w'hich there are 
few articles better know n nor more universally 
used The w riter has seen boxes of the famous 
Soap from Mauritius to Barbados, from China to 
South -Africa, from the Dutch East Indies to Cen- 
tral \merica Gossage’s soap is speciallv popular 
in India It w'ashes awa^ the grime of strenuous 
I'ocations and the stains of the lines of least resist- 
cnce b} night and b\ da^ It is used in the mansions 
of the wealth} and m the crudest of foliage huts 
Dhobics on the banks of man^ a stream demon- 
strate Its sw'ift efficacy , and tbe demand for it is 
so great in some districts as to indicate its utilisa- 
tion for some other purpose than that of cleansing 
In the bazaars of Bomba\ , Calcutta, and other 
large cities Gossage's soap in bulk is an cqunalcnt 
for cash, a higliK prized collateral that changes 
hands rapidh'with the fluctuations of financial 
demand and suppU 

Gosqaq-c ? soap has been in popular use through- 
out the Indian Empire for man\ decades, and the 
i-Ntent to which its trade e\entualh diecloped led 
tlu firm to open in 191S a head office for India at 
Bomha\ where some thousands of cases of their 


soap are imported weekly That olJice attends to 
the requirements of the firm’s agents located as 
follow's Calcutta Hoare, Miller and Co , Ltd , 
Madras Wilson and Co , Colombo Ha}le} and 
Kenne} , Rangoon Bulloch Brothers, Ltd , 
Karachi Shaw, Wallace and Co , Malabar Coast 
Parrv and Co 

The general manager for India, Burma, and 
Ce} Ion IS Mr J P Cronin The manager at Bom- 
ba\ IS Mr R E Jardine Both these gentlemen, 
as well as the stafl of English assistants, lra\el 
periodicalh throughout India, Burma, Cc\Ion, the 
Persian Gulf, and Iraq, in connection with the 
business 

Messrs William Gossage and Sons Ltd arc 
amongst the largest soap manufacturers in the 
world and llieir great f iclorics ot Widnes ind 
Lucrpool, equipped with the most modern 
machmen gi\e emploement to thousands of 
people Tiie firm own a fleet of steamers etc for 
the ron\c\ancc of raw m itenals and products 
between Widnes and Lncrpool, Birkenhead and 
Manchester So long ago as iS^)2 thc} wire 
awarded for their ^oaps a pri/e at tlu London E\- 
hibition of that e ear and thee lia\ e sinci v fin m tin 
prizes ind medals for the high quab'e of their 
manuf irturcs 
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S ROSE and CO , LTD , Importers of Musical Merchandise, Rampart Row 


Tiif principal and oldest music business in 
Bombay is that of Messrs S Rose and Co , Ltd , 
which was founded in 1847 as a branch of the 
similar undertaking’ established m the same year at 
Calcutta under the name of Harold and Co , by 



PREMISES OF S ROSE and CO, LTD. 


Mr Samuel Harraden, father of Beatrice Harra- 
den, the well-known novelist, author of Slnjn ihat 
Pats in the '^^ight and other famous works 

The business, still carried on under the name of 
Harold and Co at Calcutta, is the oldest of its kind 
in that city During the Indian Mutiny trade in 
India was utterly disorganised owing to the con- 
ditions then existing The consequent financial 
strain led Mr Harraden to call a meeting of his 
creditors , and after the position of affairs had been 
explained to them, they unanimously agreed to 
waive their claims until normal times returned 
The confidence thus shown in Mr Harraden was 
rewarded, as, at a later date, he not only paid his 
debts in full, but also voluntarily insisted upon 
adding interest at the rate of five per cent per 
annum from the date of the arrangement 

In the early eighties of last centurv Messrs 
S Rose and Co became independent of the parent 
firm, and in 1904 they purchased the goodwill of 
the Calcutta house from the executors of the late 
Mr Harraden , but the business is still conducted 
there, as already indicated, under the original 
name of Harold and Co 


In 1922 the firm was formed into a limited 
liability company The directors are Mr G 
D Traylen, London, and Messrs C W Chapman 
and E E Symes, Bombay 

Messrs S Rose and Co ’s stock of music and 
musical instruments is one of the largest that can 
be found an)'where in the world They prmideall 
the means for the creation of sweet sounds, whether 
by the fingers or the breath, the two wa}s b} which 
the intangible infinity and divinity of music are 
made discernible to the physical sense The 
sonorous drum and the incomparable violin, the 
serenading guitar and banjo, the thrilling trumpet 
and the orthodox piano and organ are all procur 
able from them, together with the latest musical 
publications and accessories of ever}' kind 
The firm are noted for their skill as organ de 
signers, and they are prepared to submit designs 
and estimates for the erection of pipe organs of any 
si7e and built specially to suit the architectural 
peculiarities of any church or building They also 
contract to erect and perfectly voice any organ in 
any part of India, and to periodically attend to the 
instrument after it is erected The work the} 
quote for is of the highest possible grade based on 
many years’ experience in India The construe 
tion is entirely undertaken in their own workshops 
thereby saving nearly 50 per cent in the cost of 
importation and duty to India 

Messrs S Rose and Co , Ltd , are also attain 
ing distinction in the manufacture of pianofortes 
specially built to ■nuthstand the Indian climate n 
their workshops behind their familiar premises m 
Rampart Row a staff of about 100 workmen aje 
employed, and repairs of every kind are tliere \cr\ 
skilfully executed, all the operations being un e 
expert European supervision 

Messrs S Rose and Co , Ltd , are so e 
in Bombay for Collard, Chapell, Allisim, ’’f’' 
wood, Steinway, Erard, Bluthner, . ' 

Strohmenger, Brasted, and Scliiedmayer pi* ■ 
the military band instruments of Boosey 
and HawUs and Sons, and “ H's » 
Voice,” Chftophone, and Grippa gramophones, 

records 


DUNCAN, STRATTON and CO , Engineers, 5, Bank Street 


MhsSRS Doacax, STRArroN AND Co have exer- 
cised a wide influence upon engineering develop- 
ment throughout India since the formation of their 
business m 1878, although it has only been known 
under its present name since 1904 Primarily act- 
ing as representatives of English manufacturers of 
note, they have prevailed upon these latter at ail 
times to study problems from the Indian point of 
view , with the natural result that these manufac- 
turers, realising the big demand there is in India 
for first-class manufactures, have given this 
country increasing attention from year to year 


11 have the firm kept pace with 
•ineering, and so wide is their ^ 

;culiar requirements of India, * ^ ^ 

un most of the agencies with which thei 

d in Bombay' required 

nanly interested m the ,n all H' 

e growth and treatment o . ,a tlu’ 
udmous v'ariations, it P nositmn 

bat the firm first attained 
j-st the premier concerns m 

andard half press and P f ti,c cotton 

■* .1 tr\ hnljnsf 




COriMERCIAL BOnBAY. 


231 


crops, was evolved by close co-operation bet\\een 
them and Messrs Nasmyth, Wilson and Co , of 
Manchester 

I\Iost of tlie flour mills m India owe their incep- 
tion and present prosperity to the close co-opera- 
tion which has Mwa3'S existed between Messrs 
Duncan, Stratton and Co and Henr) Simon, Ltd , 
of Manchester Both agents and principals have 
indeed a working know ledge of each mill, and the 
senuce rendered to the flour mills is based to a verj' 
large extent upon personal visits of the firm’s flour 
milling expert 

In concordance and almost simultaneous!}^ with 
the big improvements in power house design m 
Great Britain, Europe, and America, I^Iessrs 
Duncan, Stratton and Co ha\e introduced into 
India new ideas and new designs w^hich have re- 
sulted in power production by the most economical 
methods obtaining in any portion of the world 

Amongst the man}' noteworth} contracts secured 
bv this enterprising firm may be mentioned the 
supply and erection of the boiler plant of the Cal- 
cutta Electric Pow er Station , the suppl} and 
installation of the entire plant of tlie Hiderabad 


City Mint , the suppl} and erection of the plant for 
the filtration and sterilisation of the water suppl} 
of Gwalior Clt^ with a capacit} of 3^ million 
gallons daily, the Municipal Pumping Station of 
Nagpur, wdiich is one of the first steam turbine 
pumpmg stations to be installed in India 

Agriculture, wdiich emplo} s the largest portion 
of the Indian population, has ahvays occupied an 
equally important position in the firm’s develop- 
ment and application Their activities in this 
connection both in the small things and the great 
can be adequately judged by the pre-eminent posi- 
tion now' held b^ the w'ell-known Duncan ploughs 
socommonh used throughout India, and the firm’s 
present engagement in that important scheme for 
bulk handling of grain, w'hich is attracting atten- 
tion all over India 

Messrs Duncan, Stratton and Co have now 
branches at Calcutta and Lahore , and a more close 
co-operation betw'een the firm and their principals 
at home has been achieved bt the inauguration 
of a London Office at Sentinel House, Southamp- 
ton Roiv, London, W C i Their telegraphic 
address m Bomba\ is “ Hydraulic ” 


GRAND HOTEL (BOMBAY), LTD , Ballard Estate 


SmxABiLiTr of position is one of the most impor- 
tant considerations for a hotel, and it is excellently 
demonstrated b} the Grand Hotel That w'ell- 
known and popular establishment is on the clean 
and salubrious Ballard Estate, the remarkable new 
district of Bombay which has been reclaimed from 
the sea, and which is like a miniature little Euro- 
pean city w'lth its handsome office buildings and 
wide well-kept streets, presenting a Aast contrast 
to the narrow' streets and noisy traffic of older 
Bombay 

Tile Grand Hotel is most convenienth situated, 
facing the docks, onh a few minutes’ walk from 
Ballard Pier, and fi\e minutes from \'ictoria Ter- 
minus, w'hence the most important mail and 
passenger trams depart The establishment, 
winch was opened at Christmas, 1922, has se\ent\ 
bedrooms, and is one of those medium-si7cd 
places of comfortable abode that so greath appeal 
to people w'ho dislike large and nois\ hotels The 
building has fi\e store} s, including the ground 
floor, and with its handsome dining and grill 
rooms, lounge, etc , was planned for the maxi- 
mviin of coolness and acntilation This is well 
exemplified b\ the great open space or “ well,” in 
the interior, extending from the ground floor to the 
oft' roof Fastidious regard for the best possible 
attainments m xcntilation and lighting is also 
manifested b\ the manner m which the bedrooms 
an arranged Thc\ are xen niceh and comfort- 
ahh furnished and all of them have, of course 
e ectnc fans, lights and call bells All rooms haxc 
t'oi and cold running water, besides their adjoin- 
mg hatlironins and Ihoroughh iip-io-date sani- 
trrangements are installed throughout 
^ rofiahU the nio>t popular attraction of the 

•mnfi Hotel is the excellence of ns cuisine and 


wines, xvhich are a]wa}s extremely \aned and 
liberal, and well calculated to please the most 
exacting tastes 

The hotel’s own orchestra pla\s exer} evening 
during dinner and after , and ex erx Friday ex ening 



GRAND HOTEL 


there IS a dance in the quaint fan-shaped p dm 
court The Grand Hotel has al-o its bar ind 
billiard room, Inir-drcssmg saloon for ladies and 
gentlemen, and wireless installation on the ground 
floor Rcfrigeriting pi mt, wine cellars and i 
first-class English steam laundrv ire in the h isc- 
ment 1 ho manager is Mr C Larsen, who is un- 
spiring m looking after titt tomfnrt ind ronxeiii- 
cnce of the guests Porters and haggigt clerfs 
meet all incoming trams and si,anier<. md p^r- 
sonalh superxist the t- lasport ition of 'less 
luggage to the ho. cl '' 

1 111 e ihic addri s. ,s " r.nm otel Bomb o mu 
the code used is B. nth \ s 
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WOLSELEY MOTORS (1927), LTD , Sandhurst Bridge Road, Chaupati 


Of all the many fine motor sliowrooms m 
Bombay there is none more impressive and bettei- 
known than that of Messrs Wolseley Motors 
(1927), Ltd , whose premises on Sandhurst Bridge, 



PREMISES OF WOLSELEY MOTORS (1927), LTD., 
CHAUPATI 


occupying an area of 2,500 square yards, and 
giving emplo)ment to about 100 persons, are 
equipped with an up-to-date plant of machinery for 
the skilful execution of everything associated with 


automobile engineering The^e handsome and 
excellently situated premises were built m lou 
for the original Wolseley company, which went 
into liquidation in October, 1926, and was then 

taken over by Mr W R Morris, and reconstructed 

under its present title The governing directory 
Mr W R Morris, and the head office is at 
Adderlej’’ Park, Birmingham 

The original Wolseley company was started in 
I S95 as the Wolseley Sheep Shearing Co , and that 
name \\ as changed to the W olseley Tool and Motor 
Car Co , Ltd , in 1901 The Wolseley cars soon 
became ven^ popular throughout the world, and 
the compan3'’s business developed enormoush 
During the Great War their large works at Adder 
le^ Park were utilised for munitions 
Messrs Wolseley Motors (1927) , Ltd , ha\e also 
a branch at Calcutta, and both there and at their 
Bomba} premises is kept a very large stock of 
spare parts for all the Wolseley cars away back to 
those produced in 1910 The general manager 
for India is Mr H S Sayer, and the manager at 
Bomba) is Mr D Harrison The telegraphic 
address is “ Exactitude,” Bombay, and the codes 
used are Western Union, the ABC 5th editiijn, 
BentIe^ ’s, and Lieber’s 


KODAK, LTD , Kodak House, Hornby Road 


No name m connection with photographic 
materials is better known nor more ubiquitous than 
that of Kodak, wdiich lias become a synonym for 
photographic materials and especially for cameras 
The company so designated has its head offices at 
New York, factory at Wealdstone, London, 
and branches throughout the world Kodak House, 
in Hornby Road, Bombay, is India’s largest estab- 
lishment for photographic materials of every de- 
scription, and the stock and methods of operation 
in that interesting and very up-to-date place are 
certainly most impressive as demonstrating the 
remarkable inventions of the Kodak Company for 
the perfection of process and result in everything 
pertaining to the art in w'hich they are so univer- 
sally prominent and influential Year after year 
the Kodak goods have seemed to reach their 
maximum in general merit and adaptability, but 
ever}' now and then they exemplify some new im- 
provement, some clever enhancement of standard- 
ised perfection , and now it seems impossible that 
anything further can be achieved which can contri- 
bute in any way to the wonderful simplicity of 
modern photography and the results that can be 
attained by even an unskilled operator equipped 
with a Kodak outfit 

In Kodak House the developing and printing of 
customers’ films and plates and the mounting of 
the pictures have developed into a very extensive 
business That work is performed with great care 


and in the most methodical manner in departments 
equipped wuth the latest appliances and materials 
for the highest possible achievement in every phase 
of photography, including enlargements up to 3 b) 
2^ feet The rapidity and accuracy of all tbe opera 
tions are in striking contrast to the slow and crude 
processes of photography even at the beginning n 
the present century The developing departments, 

for instance, have their own refrigeratingplant or 

regulating the temperature of the water 
average value of the stock necessary to 
hand at all times to meet the demands of me ^ 
ness IS about four lakhs of rupees, or ’ 

and the goods are in hermetically closed recep ac 
so as to be immune from any climatic 
in order to ensure tbe absolute freshness ° 
thing the utmost care is taken to avoid any 
necessary inflation of the stock, so that ’ 
goings are constantly replenished with 
and the supplies disposed of as speedil} as po 
Kodak House is Lned by the Kodak Compam, 

who occupy about 13,000 p°toP one 

on two of its floor storeys and part or r r 
The business give employment in Bom < } _ 

persons All details of its managemcn < 
ated on the most scientific principles 
House, Bombay, has been since ign ,5 

quarters of Messrs Kodak, Ltd > ^ Anotlio" 

under the management of Mr E Mo cr ,5 

branch, devoted to wholesale and 
established at 17, Park Street, Calcu a 
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JOHN ROBERTS and CO , LTD , Designers and Makers of Furniture, Billiard Table Manufacturers, 

House Decorators, etc , Hornb}' Road 

Furoture to stand the test of criticism must The firm devote special attention to the manu- 
conform to the highest standards of art Its beauty facture of furniture to customers’ own specifica- 

must embody the eternal art principles recognised tions, and they will copy vith remarkable fidelity 

by the Greeks and Romans, expressed in the ex- an> period furniture or design, no matter how diffi- 

quisite creations of the Louis and Empire periods cult or intricate 

— the art that dictated the designs of Chippendale They employ four European designers whose 

and Sheraton and was laid down as law by John abilit} is the result of long experience m e\er)' 

Ruskin and William Morris , art that takes its phase of furniture production and artistic decora- 

colour from sunsets, the green of the forest glades, tion Man^ of the ro^al palaces throughout India 

and the glou of autumn foliage, its forms from the bear testimony to the excellence of the firm’s 

lotus leaf and the liR , and its character from the ser\ ice and supplies 

oak tree that outlives the centur} — art that has an At Sewn, in the outskirts of Bomba), the firm 
inspiring and refining influence m the home have the largest furniture factory in Western 

A business specialised to raise the interior of India, and emplo) there about 250 persons 

homes to beauty and comfort conformable to every The business was founded about 6^ )ears ago 

standard of modern acceptance is that of Messrs by Mr John Roberts, the famous billiards cham- 
John Roberts and Co , I td , m whose well-knowyi pion, and the firm are still as celebrated for the 

and attractne establishment in Homb) Road ma\ manufacture of billiard tables and accessories as 

be seen an exceptionalh fine range of novel and the) v ere before Mr Roberts retired from the busi- 

artistic specialities in upholster) and cabinet work, ness m 1SS2 Thereafter the firm wms formed into 

full of interest and instruction as show'ing the a limited habihtv company The general manager 

firm’s versatihtv in the trade which the-s represent is Mr H S H)de, w'ho has been connected wuth 

so well, and in which the) hold the leading position the concern since 1913, and is an authority on 

in Bomba) A comparison between the produc- e^er\ thing pertaining to furniture and decoration 

tions of Messrs John Roberts and Co , Ltd , and Man\ of the finest examples of the firm’s produc- 

those of foreign manufacture demonstrates yeiw tions have been designed by him, and m the Homb) 

forcibly the claims of the former in the highest Road show room ma\ be seen some of his specimens 

class of w'Orkmanship at prices low'er than those of of period furniture that only an expert could dis- 
similar articles imported from o\erseas tinguish from the originals 

BENNETT, COLEMAN and CO , LTD , Proprietors of “ TIMES OF INDIA,” etc , 

Hornby Road 

The Tunes of India wms founded in 1S3S, w'lth the Sir Alexander Grant, of the Bomba) Educational 

title of the Bomba 1/ Tunes This paper was at first Department, to the famous Oxford scholar, Mr 

a bi-weekh, appearing on Wednesda)s and Satur- Thomas Hill Green, who, howe\er, was persuaded 

da\s, and ow'ed its origin in great measure to to refuse the offer b\ Mr Benjamin Jowctt, the 

Lord Metcalfe’s action of 1S3S, which granted Master of Balliol , and for a short period, in 

freedom to the press in India and encouraged capi- 
talists to embark upon journalistic enterprises 
T lie s\ ndicate w hich founded it and w Inch recen ed 
much encouragement from the Goxemor, Sir 
Robert Grant, wms composed of ele\en European 
merchants m Bomba\ , Mr (afterwards Sir) Jam- 
setji Jijibho\, two eminent barristers, and a 
member of the medical profession Dr Brennan, 

SeLret'ir\ to the Chamber of Commerce, was the 
^st Editor, and was succeeded in 1839 b\ Dr 
Henderson, of the Elphinstone College, and for a 
few months b\ Dr Knight, of the Bengal medical 
'^etaicc In Ma\ , 1S40, Dr Buist was specialh 
oesp-nched from Scotland to edit the paper, which 
during the eighteen \cars (1S40-37) of his tenure 
of office changed its character considerabb and 
ONp^nded on Septemher 2, 1S50, into a daih paper 
H Decemher, 1S57, Dr Buist resigned his post in 
y''ns(.qncnce of a difference of opinion between 1863-64^ the cditori il ch iir was filled b\ Mr Louis 

iimscif proprietors regarding the polic) Jinnings who had journeeed to India as special 

b fhe Mutine and was succeeded correspondent of T! r Timr^ Robert Kni'-'lit's 

' R Knight who witnessed in 1861 the altera- successors were Messrs iron M oihI flrat,an 
yon of the title of the journal to the Tunr^ of Gear\ Hcnr) Cuiwin, ‘sir T Immas B*nn<tt Kt 

In 1S63 the editorship was offered through C 1 E who hid p-eeious]' been cnnrtcled with 
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the Bombay Gazette, Mr Lovat Fraser, and Sir 
Stanley Reed, Kt , K B E , LL D The paper is 
now edited by Mr S T Slieppard 

The original oflicet. of the Times of India were 
located in Maneckji Petit’s Buildings (now 
destroyed), near the end of the Colaba Causeway 
1 hence they were removed m succession to Ruther- 
ford Street, Military Square, in the Fort, to Bell 
Lane, Medows Street, opposite to what was known 
till 1905 as the Fort Chapel , and to 2, Church- 
gate Street From about 1879 to iSg 8 the offices 
of the paper occupied a building at the south end of 
Parsi Bazaar Street, and were removed m the 
latter year to a building opposite to the Cathedral 
In 1903 a final move was made to the present 
Times building, specially designed and erected for 
the proprietors That structure, opposite to the 
Victoria Railway Terminus, is one of the most 
spacious structures in Bomba} , and covers an area 
of 7,000 square }ards, with a frontage extending 
to over 300 feet One of its features is a hall with 
an area of 35,360 square feet, believed to be one 
of the largest printing halls in the world 


In the early days the proprietors contented 
themselves with printing their newspaper onlqbut 
from 1850 onwards they undertook other kinds of 
printing also In igoi the first serious attempt 
was made to produce an illustrated paper m India 
and this paper, the Times of India llhisirnk'd 
TFeclJi/, has from that time steadily progressed 
until now It has the widest circulation of any paper 
m the East This venture led to the publication 
of an Annual of which the first number appeared 
m 1910 The Times of India Annual has for 
some } cars past been noted for its excellent colour 
reproductions of paintings of Eastern scenes, and 
for obtaining contributions from men of dislmc 
tion, such as Lord Hardinge, a former Viceroj of 
India , Sir Valentine Chirol, Sir Percy Cox, Lieut 
General Sir George MacMunn, etc 

In 1923 the proprietors, Messrs Bennett, Cole 
man, and Co , who became a private limited 
company m 1913, started on a fresh venture b) 
adding an evening paper, The Evening Sews oj 
India, to the list of their publications 


FRENCH MOTOR CAR COMPANY, LTD , New Queen’s Road 


On page 120 will be found a description of the 
headquarters of the French Motor Car Co , Ltd , 
at Calcutta That company , whose business is one 
of the largest of its kind in the Orient, opened in 
1913 their Bombay branch, xvhich is one of the 
best equipped of the local motor undertakings It 
employs about 150 persons, and its workshops are 
replete with up-to-date machinery for repairs and 
everything pertaining to motor engineering 

The success of the company^’s motor school at 
Calcutta has led them to open a similar one at their 
Bombay premises, which has proved a very useful 
institution and is well taken advantage of, being 
the only school of its kind in that city 


At Bombay the firm arc agents for the famous 
Morris-Oxford and Morns Cowley cars and tlie 
Morris commercial vehicles, also the Studebaker 
and Erskine cars, xvhich are attractively displayed 
in their large and handsome showrooms A \er\ 
large stock of spare parts and accessories for these 
cars is kept by the company', and nothing is lacking 
in their service or supplies tliat can contribute m 
any way' to the efliciency with which their business 
IS directed . 

The manager of the Bombay branch is h 
Frederick E James, A M I A E The telegraphic 
address is ” Diamoto,” Bombay, and the codes 
used are the ABC 5th edition and Bentle\ s 


D B TARAPOREVALA, SONS and CO , 
Booksellers, Newsagents, Stationers, etc , 190, Hornby Road 


The stranger unacquainted with conditions in 
India, and visiting Bombay for the first time, can- 
not fail to be impressed by an inspection of the 
huge assortment of books xx'hich Messrs D B 
Taraporevala, Sons and Co find it necessary to 
keep in hand to meet the exigencies of tbeir con- 
tinually growing business Unlike some other 
large book stores in India, the extent and contents 
of Messrs D B Taraporevala, Sons and Co ’s 
premises are not seen at a glance, because of the 
many sections in xvhich they are arranged and 
their ramifications at the rear The xx'orld’s out- 
put of books is there represented, but English and 
American volumes predominate chiefly A large 
proportion are on India and Indian themes Edu- 
cational and devotional w'orks are equally in evi- 
dence By every mail the stock is replenished 
with the latest publications, and there is no best 
seller of past or modern times that is not obtainable 


from tins enterprising firm One section is 
voted exclusively' to rare and valuable boo s n 
out of print and highly priced first eaition 
famous xvorks, and has probably no dup 'ca e 


India 1 

Messrs D B Taraporevala, Sons 
transact a considerable trade also A’®"/ 1 
and tliere is no periodical in the world 
are not prepared to supply regularly to or er 
are likewise stationers, etc , jj,£. 

The business was established in 1864 
name of Hormusyi, Sorabji and Co , an 
on as such until the end of the nineteen 1 
when It assumed its present designation ^ ^ 
prietors are three brothers, IMessrs i ' , 
and H D Taraporex'ala * -a/lrf” 

m the Taj Mahal Hotel Their telegraphic 
IS “ Bookshop,” Bombay, and the coo 
IS the ABC 
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NORTHERN ALUMINIUM CO , LTD , Exchange Building, Sprotf Road, Ballard Estate 


All the aluminium factories m India import alu- 
minium in the form of discs and ingots as there 
IS no undertaking anywhere in that country where 
the aluminium ore undergoes the preliminary pro- 
cesses that conveit it into the beautiful material 
which now enters so largely into the formation 
of a vast number of things of every day necessity, 
and IS especially in India revolutionising ways 
and means that had been unchanged from time 
immemorial Forty per cent of the aluminium 
discs and ingots thus imported into India is 
through the medium of the Northern Aluminium 
Co , Ltd , of Canada, which is connected with 
the Aluminium Co of America, both these com- 
panies representing the greatest combination in 
the world for aluminium products 


The story of the development of the latter is 
one of the most impressive chapters m the history 
of scientific invention and industry, and begins 
in 1886 when IMr Charles Martin Hall discovered 
the process of reducing aluminium by means of 
electricity, and lowered the price of the metal 
within the reach of all Thus nas the aluminium 
era inaugurated 

The head office of the Northern Aluminium 
Co , Ltd , is at Bush House, Aldwych, London, 
and the}^ have branches throughout the world 
The Bombay branch was established in 1922 
The telegraphic address there is “ Noraluco,’' 
and Bentley’s complete phrase code is used 


ARDESIR B DARUKHANA WALLA, Agent for SIMPLEX CONDUITS, LTD , 

8, Ravelin Street, Off Hornby Road 


Messrs Siaiplex Conduits, Ltd , are general 
manufacturing electrical engineers and wholesale 
electrical suppliers, but they have become famous 
throughout the world as manufacturers and 
suppliers of the “ Simplex ” steel conduit svstem, 
the ideal protection for electric wiring for lights, 
fans, lifts, motors, and other purposes, ensuring 
immunity from losses by fire as well as being a 
reliable safeguard against injury or death to 
electricians and other persons 
The “ Simplex ” s}stem for the efficient encase- 
ment of electric wiring circuits consists of a com- 
bination of smooth-bore tubes or conduits having 
the exteriors and interior surfaces finished with 
special flexible, rust-proof enamel or electro- 
galvanised material, which is used in conjunction 
"'itli maleable cast-iron fittings and accessories 
Tins combination of substances forms a complete 
ststem of which the various parts ha^e been 
designcdlj prepared with the object of meeting the 
requirements of electric installations of a Ingh- 
class character suitable for ever}' possible purpose 
The numerous kinds of fittings required in con- 
nection with this conduit s}Stem and manufactured 
h die compan^ at their extensne w’orks in 
•arrison Lane, Birmingham, are the outcome of 
<^\pcri knowledge gained during upwards of 
*"*-nt\-fi\e \cars’ study of installations in c\cr^ 
Pirt of the globe During lint period a \er\ 
great impetus has been given to conduit w inng of 
installations, and in no commercial branch of 
r metrical industr\ ha\c dc\clopmcnts been more 
III irked, and m no other branch were thc\ more 
iU( issarv 

Die Simplex s\stem — pioneer of its kind — was 
isnrppfj \icw of gning to electric wiring 

>e maxisouni meehanical protection combined with 
iptst “ erected ” cost and adaptabilita for 
*11 ^ ^ '■'•riptions of work , m f ict, it pro\ ides for the 
' ’‘^^int ‘earthing’ and ‘ electric il eontinuite ” 


the tw'o greatest possible safeguards against all 
kinds of risks 

The company’s factories, erected in Birmingham 
in 1905, cover an area of several acres in extent, 
and thev are adequately equipped wath modern 
machinery and plant, wdiile the several buildings 



ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES IN PREMISES 
OF ARDESIR B DARUKHANAWALLA 


include a foundrt , workshops for annealing, the 
making of core and patterns, sand-blasting,’ an ’ 
enamelling, together with a minibcr of^largc 
cupolas fitted with air blast drntn b\ electric 
motors 

In addition to the \cr} large output of “ Simp- 
lex ’ appliances the conip in\ are whole salt 
suppliers of requisites of ad descriptions me! of 
best qualit\ eonnccted v ith ehetneal engineering 
such iscahles wires fie\iblcs dislribiitie) 1 boards 
switelus fuses, lamps rtneclfirs sJndes h, atmg 
ind coeiking app iritv's rad a,ors t ,b t and ee ding 
Ians, sm di motors and man nifie - staielrie -T 
1 he Lonelon nine es mel scores e>f tin 
at 1 1 1 rharing Cross Roae', W C 2 
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The territory covered by Mr Ardesir B 
Darukhanawalla for representing the interests of 
Messrs Simplex Conduits, Ltd , are the Bombay 
Presidency and Northern India, comprising 
Baluchistan agency, Rajputana, Central India 
agency. Central Provinces, Punjab, North-West 
Frontier Provinces, Kashmere, as also the Madras 
Presidencv, including the native states of Traven- 
core. Cochin, and Hyderabad 



GOLD MEDALS AWARDED TO 
SIMPLEX CONDUITS, LTD 


Mr Ardesir B Darukhanawalla started in 
busines at Bomba} with Simplex Agency in 1903, 
and in order to gam experience and make himself 
more conversant with modern practice in electrical 
engineering, he has paid visits to Europe, where 
he came into contact with the leading manufac- 
turers of his own particular line He has (m the 
name of the firm of which he is the sole proprietor) 
carried out, under his own supervision, during the 
past twenty-four years, large electric installations 
on the Simplex system m cotton spinning, manu- 
facturing and milling concerns, offices, bungalows, 
and residential quarters Valuable business con- 
nections have been formed by him in London, 
Pans, and New York, as an importer of electrical 


machinery, pneumatic tools and plant, vorkshoo 
appliances, mill stores, non-corrosive paints 
bitumastic enamels, solution, and other goods ’ 

In 1901 Mr Darukhanawalla was nominated 
as an Associate of the Institute of Electncal 
Engineers in London In 1904 he was appointed 
by the Bombay Fire Insurance Association as one 
of their experts to examine and report upon 
electric installation In the same year he \ras 
awarded a Gold Medal for the very efficient manner 
in which he had carried out the lighting at the 
Bombay Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition, 
and at the same time he was presented with a gold 
watch and chain b> the Exhibition Committee 
The name of his firm is registered in the books 
of the Roxal Indian Marine Dockyard of Bombai, 
Bombay Port Trust, Government Public Works 
Department, Great Indian Peninsula Raihrai, 
Bomba\ Baroda and Central India Raih\a\, North 
Western Railway, etc , etc 

In 1906, Mr Darukhanawalla was called upon 
to fill the chair as head of the Electrical Engi 
neering and Physics Department in tlie Victona 
Jubilee Technical Institute, Bombay The pnn 
cipal and the honorary^ secretary have testihcd 
to his discharging his duties to their entire satis 
faction 

Mr Darukhanawalla is also agent for the 
Edison Accumulator Co , of Berlin, manufacturers 
of the nickel iron alkaline cells, ivhich are largeh 
in demand in various Government Departments 
The Great Indian Peninsula Railway placed orders 
for these Edison accumulators with Mr Danik 
hanawalla for Rs 25,000 yvithm about a month 
of his being appointed agent for the Berlin firm 

One of his business friends in introducing him 
to another business house, said ‘‘ He is a Parsi 
of very' great standing and education, is abso 
lutely' a man of the highest morals and principles, 
and m every respect trustworthy' and straight 
forward ” Owing to his London and Continental 
connections various business propositions arc 
received by' Mr Darukhanaw'alla from time to time, 
and are vigorously handled by him as oppor- 
tunities offer 


KAHN and KHAN, 

Importers of Piece-goods, Jehangir Wadia Building, Esplanade Road 


There are very few French firms in Bombay', so 
that the distinction which Messrs Kahn and Kahn 
have attained in local commerce is all the more 
enhanced by' the comparative absence of French 
competition in the city Their head office is at 
7, Rue Drouot, Pans, and they' have important 
branches in London and at Lyons, Calcutta, Delhi, 
Karachi, Cawnpore, Amritsar, Ahamedabad, Nag- 
pur, and Lahore, as well as at Bombay' The 
business w'as established about fifty years ago at 
Pans, and a few' years later the firm initiated their 


trade in India, where they are w'ell known so 
esteemed Messrs Kahn and Kahn are large im^ 
porters of piece-goods, and more especially of fanc' 
English and Continental cotton and Swiss cm 
broidery With the exception of khidras 
dency', they are sole distributers in India 0 
famous Michehn ty'res The manager at Bom a 
is Mr W L Lengacher The telegrapinc a re 
IS “ Bonito,” Bombay, and the codes used a 
B C 5th and 6th editions and Bentley s 
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ASQUITH and LORD, LTD , Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Outfitters, etc , Hornby Road 


No establishment m Bombaj provides more in- 
teresting and accurate indications of the prevailing 
modes in the clothing of ladies and gentlemen than 
that of Messrs Asquith and Lord, Ltd , which is 
centrally situated m Hornby Road, the principal 
local shopping thoroughfare, opposite to the tower 
of the Bomba}' University Its handsome windows, 
always artistically dressed with choice samples of 
the firm’s stock, as well as the beautifully 
appointed interior, are a continual source of attrac- 
tion and gpiidance to ever}'one in the city desirous 
of keeping en 7 apport with the latest novelties and 
st}les of authoritative decree in that connection 
The premises were completed for the firm in 1916, 
as their former place had become inadequate for 
their requirements But in the old premises the 
long dresses, the great hats, and the other vanished 
modes of Edwardian and Victorian times also 
allured delightfully , and there must still be persons 
throughout India and in lands far from it who recall 
with interest and pleasure the important rdle which 
the firm played in their dress schemes of long ago 
Throughout the intervening decades Messrs 
Asquith and Lord, Ltd , have ah\a^s been noted 
for the high-class character of their assortments 
and workmanship and their accurate interpreta- 
tions of the dress fashions of Pans and London 
To-day a visit to their attractive emporium re\eals, 
in all Its departments, the same fastidious regard 
and discriminating selection for the superlative 
that has ever been characteristic of their activities 
In the various sections devoted to feminine require- 


ments are dresses which are dreams of loveliness 
in silk, cr6pe-de-chine, charmeuse, and all the 
fabrics that modern ideals demand, charming cos- 
tumes, especially adapted for travelling on land or 
sea, beautiful lingerie trimmed and fashioned as 
daintily as the most fastidious taste may desire, and 
millinery rivalling Nature in its production of 
chromatic beauty, while the designs of the hats are 
as varied as the materials of which they are made 

The firm employ expert dressmakers and milli- 
ners, whose interpretation of each customer’s 
desires is tlie outcome of ability that can only be 
acquired through long experience of a clientele ex- 
ceptionally particular and accustomed only to the 
best 

Equally noteworthy are the departments for 
gentlemen’s outfitting, where similar good taste as 
well as completeness is manifested , and it is no 
exaggeration to say that a gentleman may find 
there as excellent an assortment for his complete 
outfit as may be found anywhere m the West End 
of London 

The business was established in 1S70 b^ the 
gentlemen whose names it bears, and who have 
long been deceased In 1900 the firm was 
formed into a limited liabilitv company The 
managing director is Mr R K Gillard, and the 
manager Mr T V Asquith, a son of one of the 
founders Branches of the concern are established 
at Poona and Delhi The telegraphic address is 
“ Asquithco ” 


F 1\I CHINOY and CO , THE BOMBAY GARAGE, Chaupati Radio House, Apollo Bunder 


Nowhere in Asia is there a motor engineering 
undertaking situated in more charming surround- 
ings and with more up-to-date equipment than that 
of the Bombay Garage, which nestles at the foot of 
the beautiful Hanging Gardens and faces the Band- 
stand and sea at Chaupati The entire ensemble 
of that interesting and impressive establishment 
bears in all its details the impress of careful regard 
for the superlatne in wa}s and means, in men and 
nnchiner}' Each deparment is under the control of 
n partner of the firm In that place of cleeerh co- 
ordinated effort nothing is wanting that can contri- 
bute in an\ wav to the maximum of scrMce and 
satisfaction and llie enhancement of tiie excellent 
reputation which the enterprising proprietors ha'vc 
attained m the industrx which thc\ represent so 
efficientlx Messrs F M Chino\ and Co were 
the first sole agents for Shell petrol in the BombaA 
1 rcsidcnc}, and started business in 1904 in a \cr\ 
'^niall wa\ Success, howe\cr, soon followed their 
'entnre, and twehc ^cars later their operations had 
di\iIoped to an extent that necessitated the leasing 
of tile Wellington Mews which became a petrol 
oistnbuting centre, and in 1015 a motor concern 
Under the name of the Bomba\ Garage Another 
''tabhshinent was also opened b\ the firm in 


Apollo Bunder, W'hich m 1918 was reconstructed 
and enlarged and an automobile lift was added, so 
that cars could be stored in the upper floors 

In 1926 the magnificent premises at Chaupati 
were constructed and a plant of machiner} installed 



THE BOMBAY GARAGE. 


for the handling of 100 ca-s for complete o\e-h m 1 
at one time 1 he machine shop is equipprc’ • th 
the latcs. marhintre fo- the g-mdiag of c hnd( 's, 
the manufacture of pi-.o-is^ gi dgenn mas and 
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ring's, crankshaft truing, lemetalling of bearings, 
etc A large stock of steels is kept by the firm for 
the manufacture of all kinds of gear, and the wojk 
throughout, under the supervision of highly skilled 
motor engineers, is equal to the best produced m 
Europe and America 

The showrooms are uncommonly handsome, and 
cover an area of 10,000 square feet The cars dis- 
played there arc those for which Messrs F M 
Chinoy and Co are sole agents for the Bombay 
Presidency, viz , the Lanchester, Chevrolet, Arm- 
strong Siddeley, Vauxhall, Oakland, and Pontiac 
Very extensive are their resources in spare parts 
and accessories for these celebrated vehicles, as 
well as for all leading makes of cars, the stock 
being arranged m a system that enables the firm 
to see at a glance the number of an}' particular 
items they have in hand 

Messrs F M Chino)' and Co arc sole distribu- 
ters in the Bombay Pi esidency for the famous 
Bosch magnetos, sparking plugs, lighting and 
starting sets, spotlights and horns They are 
owners of the Deccan Motor Service, Ltd , of 
Poona, which is under the control of Mr D F 
Chinoy, one of the partners That company runs 
a first-class motor service to Mahableshwar, 
Panchgani, Wai, Wathar, Satara, and other dis- 


tricts round about Poona It has a large workshop 
tor motor repairs, also showrooms where the cars 
represented by the firm are displayed 

During recent years Messrs F M Chinoj and 
Co noaled two of the most important radio com 
panics in India, viz , the Indian Radio Telegraph 
Co , Ltd , and the Indian Broadcasting Co , Ltd 
in 1922 they obtained the representation ofMessrs. 
Alarconi’s Wireless Telegraph Co , Ltd , as their 
agents for external communications, and soon 
succeeded in creating a favourable atmosphere for 
the establishment of an Indian company, with a 
strong Indian board of directors, for the puqiose 
of radio communication between India and the 
United Kingdom The Beam Stations of the 
Indian Radio Telegraph Co , Ltd , were completed 
last year, and messages hace since been trans 
mitted 

Messrs F M Chinoy and Co have the honour 
of appointment to H E the Right Honourable Sir 
Leslie Wilson, P C , etc , Governor of Bombai, 
and are under the distinguished patronage of H H 
Sir Shn Rajaram Chatrapati Maliaraj, GCIE, 
Maharaja of Kolhapui, and H H Aga Sir Sultan 
Mahammad Shah Aga Khan, G C S I , GCIE, 
Their telegraphic address is “ Friendship,” and 
the codes used by them are the A B C 5th edition, 
Bentley’s, Marconi, and private 


HERBERT LEVINSON and CO , General Merchants and Manufacturers’ Representatives, 

Central Bank Building, Esplanade Road 


In the offices of "Messrs Herbert Levinson and 
Co in Central Bank Building work is being done 
that IS worthy of proclamation from the house 
tops There cannot be any greater achievement 
than that which prevents pain and illness, heals 
disordered physical conditions, and maintains the 
body' and, therefore, the mind, with all that is im- 
plied thereby, 10 the finest possible state Messrs 
Herbert Levison and Co are doing that by their 
enterprising activities in connection with their ex- 
cellent agencies These include Marmite, which 
has a literature of its own, contributed to by' many 
of the leading scientists, medical authorities, pro- 
fessors, and thinkers of the day The 19th cen- 
tury saw the birth of Marmite, the product of 
intensive scientific research and experiment The 
20th has seen its renaissance and the fullest justi- 
fication of Its extraordinary food value Its 
vitalising property supplies in the most concen- 
trated form the essential Vitamin B, which is either 
entirely lacking or not contained in sufficient quan- 
tities to sustain vigorous health m the ordinary 
food we eat Marmite is extracted from brewers’ 
fresh y'east, and retains the whole of the Vitamin 
B in which yeast is known to be so rich While 
Marmite has a positive nutritive value in itself its 
chief function is the man'ellous effect it has on 
other foods it meets in the course of the digestive 
processes, releasing as it were their pent-up 
energy', so that the^ delner to the bodv all their 
value 

A great amount of food eaten, especially meat 
and fish, needs the presence of certain necessary 


substances of vegetable origin if there is to be 
perfect assimilation and digestion Marmite pro- 
vides these substances adequately and agreeably 
It IS not the amount of food eaten, but its assimi 
lation that is of greatest importance 

Marmite iis the purest of pure foods, rich la 
nitrogenous substances and mineral salts, and is 
made from an especially' rich quality of yeast a 
appearance it resembles a rich beef extract, is 
tempting and extremely palatable, gives to young 
and old, man and woman, renewed vigour, in 
creasing ambition and energy, doubles the P 1 ' 
cal and mental capacity' and ensures freedom r 
superfluous fat 

The Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine a. 
demonstrated that Marmite is many times n 
in Vitamin B than any other foodstuff kno 


of December loj. 

\ holly 


science 

The London “ Lancet .,,110111 

1921, states that it is a most powerful 
natural stimulant to the body', and an * P, , „ 
aid to digestion, assimilation and body ^ 

It also states that veast contains 1 am ^ 
the greatest concentration, and pala a 
rations made therefrom can compensa 
lack of Vitamin B m other 00 
ill effects have been ascribed °.r^ , _,n ff, 
a consumption of foods rich m ‘ „„c ill- 
and it IS likely that certain c^es o ‘ 
health xvould be improved by' addi its 

of Vitamin B Marmite keeps indefinite T 
flavour and food value are not harme } enriching 
or age It is used for making and cnr. 
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soups, stews, sauces, grawes, savouries, etc A 
small quantity spread on bread and butter, or in 
the form of a sandwich, makes an appetising and 
savoury meal 

The introduction of Marmite into India is 
speciaJl}’^ noteworth)'^ as an absolute cure and pre- 
vention of Ben-Ben, which has been impressively 
demonstrated by experiments in connection with 
British troops suffering from that dreaded disease 

Messrs Herbert Levinson and Co are also 
agents for the celebrated “ Old Smuggler ” 
whisky of the Stirling Bonding Co , Ltd , Glas- 
gow, and London That delectable liqueur is 
guaranteed ten jears old by the distillers, and is 
one of the few' wdiiskies of equal age in the 
market at the standard price It is considered by 
expert connoisseurs unsurpassed for its hign 
quality, which is eloquently substantiated by its 
great popularity in the most exclusive clubs 
throughout India A liqueur xvhiskv blended by 
the same house is bottled in the old Haig four 
pinched decanters, and its popularity is greatly 
increasing 

Special mention must also be made of the shav- 
ing soap, talcrum pow'ders, tooth paste, and gene- 
ral toilet requisites manufactured by the J B 
IViIhams Company of Glastonbury, Connecticut, 
U S ^ , for which Messrs Herbert Levinson and 
Co are also agents The Williams Company are 
the largest manufacturers in their Ime of supplies 
m the world, and their productions are hkewuse in 
large and growing demand throughout India 


Other agencies held by Messrs Herbert Levinson 
and Co comprise the followung 
Milton Pioprietaiy, Ltd 

Kia-On, Ltd , of London, Svdney, and Melbourne, 
manufactuiers of the eelebrated fmit essences of 
that name 

Harry Peck ,1 Co Ltd, North London, manufac 
tuiers of table delicacies 
Scott Turner, Ltd , Andrews Liver Salt 
Kiaft ik !MacLaren, London, Canada, and the United 
States, cheese manufacturei’S 
Sterns, Ltd , petroleum products 
Johnston, Bard A. Co , Glasgow, sauces 
Eonok, Ltd , Brighton, sanitarj polishes 
Stixldaid i Hansford, table delicacies 
Tebbntt ck Co Stilton cheese and plum pudding 
John Letham A Sons, provisions 
Prank Cooper, Ltd marmalade 
Hugon tk Co , Manchester , food products 
Be Ze Bee Honey 

Pixtereo, Ltd , Zaandam Holland , Pinster Cheese 
The business of Messrs Herbert Leainson and 
Co was started in 1921 by its proprietor, Capt 
Herbert Levinson, formerl} of the Indian Armx, 
and has undergone verx extensive dexelopment 
Flourishing branches are established in Stephen 
House, Dalhousie Square, Calcutta, and the DaiK 
Gazette Building, Karachi The firm baa e a large 
staff of traaellers, w'ho are successfullj extending 
their trade throughout the countra An undertak- 
ing like the one under notice is aaortha of all com- 
mendation in aueaa of the beneficial results accruing 
from its supplies, especiall} that of Marmite , and 
it IS gratif}mg to note that the use of that unsur- 
passed production is constantly increasing m all 
parts of the peninsula 


JOHN FOWLER and CO (INDIA), LTD , Manufacturers of Agricultural Machinerj, 
Locouiotia'es, Steam Road Rollers, Concrete Mixers, etc , Fowler Building, Goa Street 


flip name of Fowler is W'ell known all over the 
"orld in connection with macbiner)' for mechanical 
cultnation, especially b} means of the cable 
sAstem, first developed m 1S50 b} the late Mr 
John Fow'ler Equall}' famous is this name as 
applied to road-making machiner}', road transport 
niachiner), and light raihAa} plant produced by 
Mcssrs John Fowler and Co (Leeds), Ltd , who 
Were established in 1S50, and in wdiosc works at 
Leeds thousands of people are emplojed That 
brni are contractors to the British, Colonial, and 
foreign Goxcmmcnls, and huAe branches through- 
out the AAorld No trouble is spared by the firm to 
ensure perfection in design, material, and AAork- 
nianship, as is CAidenced b\ the remarkablA long 
s^Aict of (heir productions Instances of this are 
iifforded Ija a set of steam ploughing tackle, sold 
to Oucen Victoria m 1S72, wliicli is still at work 
in the RoAal farms at \Vindsor, and another set, 
“'old to the Duke of Sutherland m 187-;. which is 
oow doing Aahiablo AAork on a sugar plantation in 
the Haiwaiian Islands 

Hie firm’s organisation enables them to keep in 
Ouch With the latest dcAclopmcnts m all countries, 
and no possible means of adsance or iniproxcment 

allow od to pass In imniA cstigmted whether for 
mantifacturc of their standard machines or for 
' I Ai loping new tApe= Ba this means thc\ make it 


their constant aim to presen'e and enhance the 
reputation for reliability and efficicncA which the 
name of FoAAler carries into all corners of the 

AA'orld 

Messrs John FoAAler and Co (Leeds), Ltd , 
are represented in India bA their subsidiary com- 
pany, John Fowler and Co (India), Ltd Before 
the formation of that companA m igoS Messrs 
John FoAAler and Co (Leeds), Ltd , were trans- 
acting trade in India, and there is still m opera- 
tion m Bihar a set of their agricultural appliances 
that AAas deliAcrcd in 1SS2 

The firm’s interest in the plant supplied bv 
them docs not end when the machinen is de- 
Incrcd and paid for To assist their customers to 
get the bust results from their plant the Fov Icr 
Service Organisation is a]A\a\s rencK to gi\c free 
adA ice, cither bA letter or, aa here possible, Ija a 
personal Aisit from one of their c'puis TIica 
also keep a staff of experienced workmen rcadv to 
send out to assut customer-- in running thci- 
machincrA 

Hie manager at Bombay is Mr D L \ G 
BroAAn, and the itltgraphii' address is ‘‘Trartion ” 
Thee are agents there fo- Will las’ W ,rr and 
Wire Ropes Ltd suspcnsa> 1 })r)f’gc= ''r-d ai -nl 
ropewaxs --na Ba'”hi-(L I •<’ * 01' eagme- 

puinas, Co 
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CURRIMBHOY EBRAHIM and SONS, LTD , Cotton Spinners, etc 


The great business of Messrs Curnmbhoy 
Ebrahim and Sons, Ltd , was founded by the late 
Sir Curnmbhoy Ebrahim, who established branches 
at Hongkong, Shanghai, Kobe, Singapore, and 
Calcutta, and developed a large trade in opium, 
}arn, cotton, silk, lea, and other merchandise 
In 1 888 he started the Curnmbhoy Mills that 
resulted in the formation of the present Currim- 
bhoy group of mills, which are amongst the most 
prosperous, the most important, and the best 
managed in India, and are as follows 


MiUs 

Capital 

Looms 

Spindles 

The Ouriunbhoy 

22,00,000 

1,050 

86;804 

TTie Bradbnij 

24,85,000 

662 

35,884 

The Crescent 

15,00,000 

1,054 

44,688 

The E Pabanev 

20,00,000 

1,054 

57,880 

Famlbhoy 

18,00,000 

1,268 

52,256 

The Ceylon 

12,00,000 

538 

16,700 

The Madhorac Scindia 

38,00,000 

604 

44,320 

The Kasturchand 

70,00,000 

913 

82,774 

The Mathradas 

22,00,000 

907 

43,596 

The Pearl 

19,97,000 

1,760 

49,356 

The Premier 

19,99,880 

472 

15,260 

The Indore Malwa 

The Indian Dyeing, 

20,00,000 

1,278 

46,414 

Bleaching Works 

12,00,000 

— 



The Osnianshahi 

50,00,000 

396 

18,372 


Sir Curnmbhoy was one of the first great miE. 
owners to realise the importance of making India 
largely self-dependent for the cotton fabnes it 
requires , and he was one of the first who ensured 
the suppl3' of unadulterated cotton for his milk 
direct from the area of production, which he 
effected by the establishment of pressing and 
ginning factories of his own in Central India 

Sir Currimbhoj' Ebrahim died in 1924 at the age 
of 84 years, and has been succeeded b> his sons, 
Sir Curnmbhoy Ebrahim (the second baronet, 
formerly Mr Mahomedbhoy Currimbho}) and Sir 
Fazuibhoy Curnmbhoy, both of whom, like their 
greatly esteemed father, have added lustre to the 
Curnmbhoy name, not only by their influential 
activities in commerce and industry, but also m 
ever) thing pertaining to public welfare and 
progress 


DUNLOP RUBBER COMPANY (INDIA) 

In one of the small streets fronting the Taj Mahal 
Hotel IS the large white building known as Dunlop 
House, headquarters in India of the Dunlop Rubber 
Co (India), Ltd , which supplies a considerable 
portion of the motor tyres used in the Indian 
Empire From i8g8 to 1926 the great Dunlop 
Rubber Co , Ltd , met the needs and kept pace 
with the development of road transport in that 
territory In July, 1926, however, a subsidiary^ 
Indian company was formed, under the name of 
Dunlop Rubber Co (India), Ltd , wdiich has made 
excellent progress, with the Right Hon Sir Eric 
Geddes, G C B , G B E , LL D , as Chairman, and 
Major-General Sir Reginald Ford, K C M G 
CB, DSO, JP, as Vice-Chairman and 
Managing Director 

From a humble beginning in the latter part of 
the last century, with only a dep6t at Bombay, the 
old company extended its activities, embracing 
Calcutta, Delhi, Rangoon, Madras, Colombo, and 
Karachi Under the regis of the new company 
further extensions have been made, including a 
new dep6t at Lahore, sub-branches at Nagpur, 
Gauhati, Lucknow, Mandalay, Bangalore, and 
Rawalpindi, and with Messrs Pierce, Leslie, and 
Co , Ltd , of Calicut, distributers on the West 
Coast, and Messrs John Fleming and Co at 
Karachi 

The total manufacturing capacity of Fort Dun- 
lop, the great “ Tyre Towm ” of the Dunlop Com- 
pany, on the outskirts of Birmingham, comprising 
406 acres and giving emplojment to 11,000 people 
IS greater in volume than that of all other British 
tyre factories combined The company has also 
factories in France, Germanv, Canada, the United 


, LTD , Dunlop House, Apollo Bunder 
States, Australia, and Japan, and agenaes and 
selling organisations throughout the world 
No higher tribute could be paid to the ® 
Dunlop t}res than the fact that they are fitted 0 
every w^ell-known British car Although 
in tyre design are always extremely cost!}, 
Dunlop Company, in pursuance of its policy ot p 
viding the best possible tyre value, changes 
design when experience and research ha^e 
that change is advantageous Early m i 9^7 . 

company introduced the famous Dun op V 
Stud Tyre with Buttressed Tread 
tread is standardised on Dunlop tyres 0 
type, and thousands of motorists have proi 
claims which were made when the D''”® ^ 
introduced The deep tread blocks, o 
design, mean longer life, the side-wm , . ^ 
mean even added strength , while the 
generally provides the surest 
under all conditions of usage Hie 
popularity of Dunlop ttycs „aragc, 

placements can be obtained at almos 1 
and the convenience of this ready j^ndin? 

appreciated by evety car owner, no w 
the fact that the modern cord tyre is ° 
bihty that ” accidents ” are of compara 

rare occurrence ^ punlop 

One of the prominent features o ^ 

business in India, where good gjg DcO 

premium, is the service given to { DunkP 

motorist is invited to write to the n j-g^rdiaH 
dep6t whenever information is -csorics 

tyre equipment The stock o ^ .Qr-c'cli'k 
every description at the depots Riirs 

and cyclists is also very comprehensne 
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and wheels are also made by the company, who 
are always in a position to convert existing- equip- 
ments if these are found unsuitable Further- 
more, in Bombay and Calcutta up-to-date Dunlop 
repair factories have been recently established 
under direct supennsion of European experts for 
repairs of the company’s covers and tubes 

The great development of the company’s acti- 
vities in the manufacture of rubber goods of all 
kinds has been very noteworthy during recent 
years The blue Dunlop Maxfli golf ball, for 
instance, was appreciated by golfers all over 
India The minute care and skill in every detail 
of Its production assured that the ball would, in 


golf parlance, “ stand up ” to the rocky nature 
and hard soil of the majority of golf courses in 
India But the Dunlop aim of perfection has 
resulted in a new and improved ball — the “ Black” 
Maxfli, and proofs of its exceptionally fine quality 
are being eloquently demonstrated by the success it 
has achieved at tournaments everywhere since it 
was placed on the market 

Then there is the Dunlop stitchless tennis ball, 
made in England, and the material used is of super- 
fine quality throughout The ball was used in 
various Davis Cup matches in Europe m 1927, and 
the new improved ball now on the Indian market 
ranks with the rest of the Fort Dunlop productions 


THE EMPIRE OF INDIA LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, LTD , 
Empire of India Life Building, Hornby Road 


The Empire of India Life Assur^xce Co , Ltd , was 
established in 1897, and at the commencement 
occupied one small room in Esplanade Road For 
two years this was sufficient, but with a rapidly 
expanding business larger accommodation was 
necessaryq and in 1899 the company' moved to 
II, Elphinstone Circle, where it had its head office 
until 1925, when it was transferred to a large 
modern building in Hornby Road, situated in the 
mam business centre of Bombay In commemora- 
tion of the purchase of this valuable property the 
Chairman and Directors were ” At Home ” on 
the evening of April 28, 1927, at a reception held 
there to hundreds of distinguished citizens of 
Bombay 

The progress made by the company since its 
commencement is illustrated by the following 
figures — 


Icir end 
inR 28 th 
Fcbruirj 

New Policies 

Vl!ARI\ INCOSIC FROM J 

1 

Tot*!! Assets 

Premiums 

! Interest 

189S 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

10,59,000 

49,000 

2,07,000 

2,000 

84,000 

1902 

16,77,000 

6,000 

3,63,000 

1912 

62,66,000 

16,45,000 

1,83,000 

58,93,000 

1922 

70,29,000 

28,12,000 

8,90,000 

1 94 68,000 

1927 

1,06,44,000 

38,94,000 

13,90,000 

2,95,09,000 


^ valuation of the compan-\ ’s assets and 
liabilities IS made by the Consulting Actuary every 
I'uh A ear, and each with-profit policy in force at 
li'c elate of the valuation is entitled to share in the 
profits declared to be dnisible The profits thus 
cternuned are distributed by way of bonus in the 
onii of a ro\ersionan addition to the sum assured 
fie bonus ^csts immediately on declaration, and 
Paiablc with the sum assured The wuth-profit 
Pnfic\ -holders arc entitled to go per cent of the 
* "isihle profits of all the business (non-participat- 
as well 

as participating) of the life assurance 
departments 

' 'fie bonus record of the compan\ has been 
' trood, the bonuses declared as a result 
. , 8ixth Quinquennial \'aluation m 1927 mark 
boi!'''"^'i* ''fage m the histor\ of the compam The 
declared was at the rate of Rs 1:; per 
un 1,000 assured on whole life assur- 
1>,^ ''' ^"d at the rate of Rs per annum per 
>000 issured on endowment assurances 


As the valuation was made on a much more 
stringent basis than previously' and, in addition, a 
sum of Rs 11,23,396 w'as carried to reserve, these 
results, m conjunction with the exceptionally low 



BUILDING OF THE 

EMPIRE OF INDIA LIFE ASSURANCE CO , LTD 


premiums charged, are all the more noteworthy, 
md show the financial stability of the company and 
a degree of strength which augurs well for the 
future 

The next distribution of profits will take place as 
at rcbruar\ 28, 1932 In the meantime interim 
bonuses will be paid it the rates declared at the last 
\ aluation 

1 he eompan\ has branches nt \jmer Bangalore 
Madris, \ igpur, Poona and R mgoon, and iliief 
igencies at \dcn. \hmtd ibad Allah tbad Cal- 
cutta Colombo, IP dir lb id (Del ran) Ihd'ribad 
(Smdl, Lnhori. N tirobi ind ‘'urat 

The mmagtrs of th< eon p in\ in Misers 
Mlum, Bharuch 1 and t'o 
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THE CONCRETE ASSOCIATION OF 

fiiL uses to which cement concrete can be put are 
many, but the usefulness of this excellent building 
material was, and still is, little known in India It 
was to supply this knowledge that The Concrete 
Association of India was started in January, 1927, 
and since then it has been carrying on intensive 
work m propagating the uses of cement 

One of the numerous activities of the Associa- 
tion IS the publication of a monthly journal devoted 
entirely to concrete The success of this journal 
was marked from the daj' of its commencement in 
August, 1927, and is contributed to by the leading 
engineers and architects in India 

Another side of the work of the Association is 
the publication of pamphlets in English and verna- 
culars on various subjects relating to concrete 


INDIA, Telephone Buddings, Home Street 

Most of these books are issued gratis Perhaps 
the most important activity of the Association i 
the practical assistance and advice gnen to cement 
users by its engineering staff 

The present headquarters of the Association are 
m Telephone Buildings, Home Street, and a branch 
ofhce has been established under the direction of a 
District Engineer at E-2, Clive Buildings, Clue 
Street, Calcutta Further developments and the 
opening of branches are expected in the near 
future In fact, everything is being done to bnng 
before the public of India the manifold uses of 
Portland cemert concrete, ♦'herebv rendering con- 
siderable public service in assisting to develop the 
country 


MAJESTIC HOTEL, Corner of Wodehouse Road and Colaba Causeway 


Stakdusg all b}' itself at the corner of Wodehouse 
Road and Colaba Causeway, and facing one of the 
greatest open districts in Bombay, with the 
imposing bulk of the Museum and its grounds in 



the distance, the Majestic is an impressive budd- 
ing, and was built speciall} for its present purpose 
m 1909 In view of the climatic conditions and 
necessities, the greatest care was exercised in the 


planning of its arrangements, with the result tint 
throughout the establishment there is the man 
mum of coolness and ventilation and everjthing 
that could be suggested for the comfort and cpn 
venience of guests The Majestic is thoroughh 
modern in its sanitary arrangements, and marked 
a great advance upon what had been in vogue m 
that connection locally It has nmet}-si\ bed 
rooms, all nicely and comfortably furnished ^'ltb 
hot and cold running water and bathrooms 
attached All the floors are connected b\ wo 
electric lifts The entrance hall and public recep 
tion rooms are also comfortably and pleasontb 
appointed The dining room is on the groun 
floor, and the cuisine is first rate, both in quant' 
and variety An excellent orchestra plajs c'cn 
evening there after dinner, and on Fndaj mg ^ 
there is dancing The hotel, of course, lias i s 
billiard room, and select bar, Avell equipped "■ 
the choicest brands of liquors The proprietor! 
Mr H D Bihmoria, and he is also the , 
the Majestic Hotel, Poona, another excellent a 
popular establishment The manager is 1 r 
Saunders Porters from the Majestic mee 
liners and railway trains arriving at 
relieve passengers ot the trouble of looking • 
their luggage 


LIPTON, LTD , Tea, Cofiee, and General Import and Export Merchants, 

Imperial Chambers, Wilson Road, Ballard Estate ^ 

J P O’Bnen Co, Liverpool, "Standard 

Guiness Stout rnTwlenswl 

Wilts Lmted Dames, Ltd , boDclon, 

The Shredded Wheat Co , Ltd , 

Shredded Wheat London , Cod 

Wnght, Lnj'innn it. ^JTnne^, Ltd, 

Soap and Specialities n v- and " 

Cr mLou S. Co , Ltd , London, “OK 

Seal ” Sauces _ ■n7i,,sk\ , 

Bulloch, Lade & Co Glnsgov , B K 
The telegraphic address of the nentk' ^ 

IS “ Liptea,” and the codes ,i.-n 

and Western Union The compana s 
quarters at Calcutta arc described P 


The Bombay branch of the world-renowned firm 
of Messrs Lipton, Ltd , looks after their trade 
throughout the Bombay Presidencv and Western 
India, and is under the management of Mr 
H D Huggins The local agencies held are as 
follows 

Califorain Packing Coiponition, San Francisco, Del 
jNIonte Pioducts 

C Diessler, Bremen, “Ring Brand Beer 
The Combined Brandy Shippers, Ltd, Cognac, 
“ Double Bell ” Brand Brandj 
The London DistiUen Co , Ltd , London, “Antler” 
Bnnd Old Tom and Di-j Cm 
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L A STRONACH and CO (INDIA), LTD , 
Advertising Consultants, Ca\ton House, Frere Road 


Of all the man) factors that go to tJie making up 
of succesaful business management none is more 
valuable than effectual advertising To neglect 
the use of this might} medium is to clog the wheels 
of fortune and handicap all effort to the point of 
courting total eclipse by more appreciative and 
enterprising competitors The principal adver- 
tising consultants m India, and indeed the only 
firm of that kind there, are ISlessrs L A. Stronach 
and Co (India), Ltd , nho are able exponents of 
ever} phase of modern publicity methods, operat- 
ing on the same lines as those of advertising 
agencies in Euiope and America, and making 
their activities subsennent to any specialised 
requirements Their chief medium is the news- 
paper press, and their expert service includes no 
fewer than thirteen different languages They 
plan and carr}"^ through advertising campaigns on 
anv scale, carefully and studious!} adapted to the 
goods dealt with and the peculiarities and 
idios} ncrasies of the Indian markets pertaining 
thereto Their large skilled staff includes clever 
artists whose pictorial and other workmanship is 


displav ed in newspapers, magazines, and periodi- 
cals of every description throughout the Indian 
Empire Thorough!} familiar with local condi- 
tions and potentialities, Messrs L A Stronach 
and Co (India), Ltd , invite inquiries, and make 
no charge for advice , consequent!} , to advertisers 
who are desirous of increasing their trade or creat- 
ing new demands in India there is no need for the 
risk of devious experiments, no need for the loss 
of time or good money, while the skilful services 
of the firm m question are at the disposal of all 
who care to profit thereby 

The business vv'as established in 1919 by the 
managing director of the compan} , Mr L A 
Stronach, who is a commercial artist of great 
experience, and is the onl} advertising man vvdio 
has covered the whole of India by car 

The telegraphic address of Messrs L A 
Stronach and Co (India), Ltd , at Bombay is 
“ Adservice, ” and they have a London office at 
27, Chancer} Lane, W C 2, where the telegraphic 
address is “ Seltoindia ” 


FORBES, FORBES, CAAIPBELL and CO , LTD , 
IMerchants and Agents, Forbes Building, Horae Street, Fort 


At the close of the iSth and tlie beginning of 
the 19th centuries the world was m turmoil, and 
Napoleon’s brilliant military achievements vv'ere a 
serious menace to Great Britain and her overseas 
possessions The Mahrattas, too, were threaten- 
ing to overrun the British settlements m India, 
including the stionghold of the East India Corn- 
pan} at Bomba} It w'as at this crisis that Mr 
Charles Forbes, founder of the business of Forbes, 
Torbes, Campbell and Co Ltd , formulated a 
scheme for .issisting the Gov^ernment with cash 
when war and the selfish attitude of the Bomba} 
shroffs threatened the verv existence, both 
niilitaril} and financiall} , of the British in Western 
India When the Companv ’s troops were being 
beaten back bv the Mahrattas, and there was a 
lack of the vital necessities which go to feed and 
render mobile an armv , Mr Charles Forbes, acting 
for Ills own firm and for Messrs Bruce, Fawcett 
and Co , lent monev freclv to Government at low 
ntes of interest on the securitv of standing crops of 
^tton and teak and sandalwood forests Mr 
Forbes paid down cash and took over the produce 
iftcrwards \t one time these two firms had lent 
iialf a million sterling to Government at rates of 
interest which were most unfivourable to the 
lenders as compared with the return obtainable 
nn their monev if cmploved in their ordinarv com- 
nieruil transactions 

The loans extended over two or three vears and 
Im the words of a well-known chronicler of their 
tinusl “ enabled the war to go on when the war 
eniild not have gone on without them and supplied 


those smews which to the hour and the man were 
essential to its prosecution Who know's if Assave 
could hav'e been fought without them’” 

The Forbes loans were the forerunners of the 
Indian Gov'ernment public loans, the first of which 
was issued in 1813 

Mr Charles Forbes was chief of the firm of 
Forbes, Forbes and Co at Bomba} from 1790 to 
1811, when he left Indi i for London, where he 
was senior partner at the head office until his 
death in 1S49 For his eminent services he was 
created a baronet in the vear 1S23 During his 
residence at Bomba} lie was the most prominent 
figure in its commercial life A statue of him 
was subsequenth erected in the Town Hall 

The second Sir Charles Forbes, head of llie 
firm’s London house about the end of the seventies 
formed a separate concern of his own under the 
st}Ie of Sir Charles Forbes and Co , at Bombav 
In the same vear he took over the goodwill and 
offices of the old-established firm of Messrs Lcckie 
and Co , together with the Prince of Wiles Press 
Co , which was subsequenth remodelled ind 
transformed into tlie New Prince of Wales Pr» ss 
Co , Ltd , for whom the present firm of Mc'-srs 
Forbes Forbes Campbell and To , Ltd , are 
secretaries treasurers and agents 

The old firm went into liquidation m 1870 and 
in 1894 the nami of ihe firm of Sir CliarU -'’Forbes 
and Co w is clianged to I orbes Forb- - and f'o . 
Ltd bii tvin to the p^i-,(nt dav tiltgrims art’ 
dehvired m envtlopc- addres^ul to “ S,r Fharles 
Fiirlies aid Co ’ 
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Messrs Ritchie, Steuart and Co , founded in 
i8i6, were amalgamated with Messrs, Forbes, 
Forbes and Co , Ltd , m 1903, and had been very 
prominent and influential in local trade 

Messrs Forbes, Forbes, Campbell and Co , 
Ltd , are bankers and general merchants and 
large importers of all kinds of merchandise, chief 
among which are Manchester piece-goods, yarn, 
sugar, metals, and matches, and they export very 
considerable quantities of Indian produce, raw 
cotton, hemp, wool, etc They have also a ginning 
and pressing factory at Harpalpur, in the district 
of Cawnpore, and are established at Amritsar, 


Calcutta, Delhi, and Karachi Their head olBce 
IS at 9, King William Street, London, E C , and 
they have a branch in Liverpool In Manchester 
they are established as Finlay, Campbell and Co 
Ltd 

Messrs Forbes, Forbes, Campbell and Co, 
Ltd , are managing agents of the Bomba} Safe 
Deposit Co , Ltd , who have constructed in Forbes 
Building, Home Street, a number of strongrooms 
and safes of various sizes, all of which are identical 
with those found in similar establishments in 
England and elsewhere 


HILL, SON and KNOX, Stevedores and Dubashes, Graham Road, Ballard Pier 


The business carried on by Messrs Hill, Son and 
ICnox IS upheld by the greatest of all activities — 
service for others he firm do not engage in the 
buying and selling of merchandise of any kind, 
but they are A’^ery keenly and activel}' interested m 
the careful reception and despatch of it for the 
many people who entrust their affairs in that con- 
nection to them They know b)' long experience 
the things that are to be watchfully guarded 
against in their activities as stevedores and 
dubashes, and they have been pla3'ing a prominent 
part in such Avork in Bombay since the formation 
of their business in 1860 Year after year the 
efficiency of its organisation and equipment has 
been increasingly demonstrated, and to-day the 
facilities and resources at the disposal of the firm 
are in keeping with the important position Avhich 
they occupy, and the extent to Avhich their services 
are taken advantage of The firm possess a fleet 
of excellent lighters, and are specialists in handling 


heaA^ materials, for AAdiich they have tbeir mra 
blocks and derricks, capable of lifting weights up 
to fifty tons To them Avas entrusted the handling 
of the heavy materials used in the construction of 
the Alexandra Dock, and the manner in Avhich the} 
carried through that undertaking gave great satis- 
faction to all concerned 

The business, as already indicated, was estab- 
lished in i860, and the original founders have long 
been deceased Many changes have naturall) 
occurred in the personnel of the firm, and the 
present partners are Mr D G Hill, grandson of 
the founder, and Mr A Bishop, both of vhom 
have been connected Avith the business for a cry 
many years The firm are appointed stevedores 
for many Avell-known concerns, including 

Anchor Line ctf Steamei's, Ellennnn (Hall f 
Linest, Wilson Line, Clan Line, Bates Line, W 
Line, Stnek Line, Donaldson Line, Saint Line, 1 i 
Brocklebnnk Line, T i J Hnmson Line, Asnitc 
Steam Navigation Co , Eooseveldt Steamship L 


HUGHES and DAVIES, Consulting Mining Engineers, 
Metallurgists, Assayers, and Analytical Cheimsts, etc , 31, Murzban Road, Fort 


Murzban Road is a quiet thoroughfare in a 
pleasant and select district off Hornby Road, the 
principal shopping thoroughfare of Bombay No 
31, Murzban Road has the appearance of a prwate 
residence, but on the ground floor of that capacious 
building are the premises of Messrs Hughes and 
DaAues, Avhere a business is carried on that is with- 
out duplicate in the city and unsurpassed of its 
kind in the Orient In that exceedingly interesting 
and instructive place are provided object lessons in 
the utilisation of scientific knowledge in conjunction 
AAUth remarkable scientific apparatus for the de- 
velopment and enhancement of commerce and 
industr} , as vA^ell as for the preA^ention and allevia- 
tion of physical ills There the ordinarj person, 
unversed in chemistry, inspecting the remarkable 
equipment of stills, electric furnaces, retorts, 
scales that AACigh A^ery microscopic quantities, and 
man} phials and other vessels containing strange 
fluids of varied colours, feels at once grossl} 
Ignorant and stupid, and obseiwes the highly 
skilled and concentrated actnities in progress 
there vnth the respect that is ahvays aroused bv 


the manifestation of the triumph of min oa 
matter and the potentialities of the unknoAin 
any firm are uncertain as to tlie quality 0 
goods submitted to them in connection aai 1 
mates, etc , they can speedily be 
giving samples for analysis to Messrs 
and Davies, Avhose equipment ^ J 

able contrivance called the Mahler Bom 
mg the calorific property of coal, and a ma 
for testing cement by pressure up to fi t} 0 
square mch , , t , 

The business Avas started m 19^ ^ 
Colonel Hughes and Major J F „rtptor 

former retired in 1922, and the sole propneW 
since then has been Major J F Davies, aa 
Australian, and has had amount of 

perience as a mining expert a B (,|,rome, 
his attention is taken up Avith mangan , 
and other ores, and in 
much throughout India The fir 

address is ‘‘ AssaACO,” Bomba}, and the 

used b} them is Bentley’s Mining 
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W H DEETH and CO , Merchants and Manufacturers’ Representatives, 

Ajam Building, Ballard Road 


Study of the conditions of trade throughout India, 
as elsewhere, brings to light many remarkable 
instances where old-fashioned and costly ways and 
means are still m vogue, which would be instantly 
relegated to the limbo of the obsolete if information 
were imparted m the quarters concerned regard- 
ing new and better methods and mateiials Messrs 
W H Deeth and Co represent famous manufac- 
turers whose productions are amongst the oldest 
and best inventions of their kind m existence The 
firm may be regarded as ambassadors of com- 
merce and exponents of the superlative for the 
maximum of result at the minimum expenditure of 
time and labour They specialise in general hard- 
ware and engineering lines, plumbing and sanitary 
fittings, etc , and in these probably the modem 
urge towards perfect adaptation to the purposes 
desired is most strikingly demonstrated than in 
any other articles of industrial output The busi- 
ness in question was founded in 1921 b) Mr 
W H Deeth, who had been travelling throughout 


India as the representative of the United Brass 
Founders of Manchester during the preceding 
two )ears On his return to England Mr Deeth 
was successful in securing the agencies of various 
well-known firms, and he now transacts an 
important trade throughout the Peninsula as the 
representative of the following firms 

Newman Hander A, Co , Ltd , Woodcliester, Glos 
G A Haivey A Co (London) , Ltd , London 
Lewib Berger A Sons, Ltd , Homerton London 
Sheffield Steel Pioducts, Ltd , Sheffield 
The Campbell Tile Co , Ltd , Stoke on Trent 
Cairon Companv, Falkirk 
Tv idoitls, Ltd , Hanley 

L Luniley <L Co , Ltd , The Minones, London 
Messrs W H Deeth and Co liaie branches at 
Calcutta (Norton Buildings), Madras, Karachi, 
Lucknow, Ahmedabad, Rangoon, and Colombo 
The telegraphic address for all the branches is 
“ Berdeeth,” and the codes used by them are 
Bentley’s and private 


FELBER, JUCKER and CO , LTD , 

Engineers, Machinery and Yarn Merchants, Mill Furnishers, etc , 15, Bank Street, Fort 


The Bomba}^ business concerns comprise a ver}' 
large number that are branches of celebrated firms 
in Great Britain Amongst these is that of 
Messrs Felber, Jucker and Co , Ltd , the well- 
known Manchester house, founded in i860 b}' Mr 
Jean Felber, and developed so successfully that it 
was eventually converted into a limited liability 
companv, all the directors and shareholders being 
British subjects Messrs Felber, Jucker and Co , 
Ltd , own steamship companies, timber forests m 
Sweden, and other patent rights in connection 
villi textile and paper-making machiner> and 
Dsbestos-cement products In addition to their 
head offices m Manchester, the firm have branches 
in London, Johannesburg, Angesburg, Gothen- 
^'lenna, Zurich, 1 ann (Alsace), and Buenos 

Aires 

Hie) have been established in India for about 
fifti years, and their headquarters there arc at 
is, Bank Street, Fort, Bombai Thci haie also 
n branch at Ahmedabad At Bombay Messrs 
Pclber, Jucker and Co , Ltd , supph stores of all 
kinds and niachincn , cspeciall} textile Thci are 


also importers of jams and mill stores, sizing 
materials, Enghsh-make loom and preparation 
machinerj, spare parts, etc The manager at 
Bomba} is Mr Frederick Chrichton The telegra- 
phic address is “ Felber,” Bombay, and the codes 
used are the ABC 5lh edition and Lieber’s 
Messrs Felbert, Jucker and Co , Ltd , are sole 
agents in India for 

John Hclhenngton 5. Sons, Ltd , makers of macnineri 
for prepanng, spinning doubling winding, nnd 
gassing cotton, nlso wool worsted, silk, nnd waste 
larns 

Horsfall i Bickbam Ltd card clothing of all kinds, 
also allied machines and appliances 
William Dickinson A Sons, looms preparation 
machmeri foi cotton linen, etc 
John Hall Bobbin Go Ltd , established 1805, makers 
of all t\i>cs of bobbins for sjunning nnd w easing 
“Establishments” J De Tasrac, Lille specialities 
French chrome picking bands and strctchless 
cbiome belting 

Gallossnss Ltd boilei-s, also mill engines on greath 
impi-osed lines, fitted with the latest siknt liquid 
\aluc gear * 

John Naslor '^on. Ltd Dudles , manufacturers of 

English oak bark t inned lea'her belting 


THE VULCAN INSURANCE COMPANY. LTD , 
Jchanfjir Wadia Building, Esplanade Road, Fort 


'-'sC'-llcnt example of Indian insurance enter- 
prise m afforded b\ 1 he Vulcan Insur.ance Co , 
kid , which was founded in 1917, and has met 
''‘Bb notewortln sucecss 1 he capital i«; as 
follow s 


Authorised Rs q.oo 00,000 

Rs 1,66,6^ 700 


Subsenbed Rs i 700 

Bald up Rs 15^2070 

The e'hiirman i>. '^ir lam-ttjte Jejetbhin. Bart 
and the manat.nn^'- ag-emv are Alessr- J C ‘'i • il- 
\ad and Co 
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C M ROSS and CO., Insurance Managers, York Building, Hornbj Road 


It is a ven' notewortliy fact that most insurance 
business done in India, and indeed throughout the 
East, forms but one of several departments of the 
firms therein engaged Messrs C M Ross and 
Co , however, provide a very distinctive exception 
thereto by reason of the fact that they specialise 
entirely in insurance, and are, therefore, much 
better calculated to understand every phase of 
their subject, and provide better arrangements to 
meet individual and exceptional cases, than mer- 
cantile firms whose attention is so much 
engrossed by other activities that they naturally 
cannot be expected to exemplify m their insurance 
W'ork the exceptionally wide as well as minute 
knowdedge and experience so natural a concomi- 
tant of Messrs C M Ross and Co ’s specialisa- 
tion The conditions of life and business methods 
have developed an unprecedented complexity' that 
IS continually increasing with the unceasing 
changes produced by the improvement of mechani- 


cal contrivances for business and pleasure That 
metamorphosis is accompanied by risks of e\en 
description to life and property previousl\ un 
know'n, and in the protection of their clients 
against these Messrs C M Ross and Co are 
one of the few firms in Bonibav who specialise 
solely without engaging in other activiUes Tho\ 
are certainly' very notable insurance experts, and 
their influence permeates all branches of local 
trade, covering as it does, fire, life, marine, loss 
of profits, motor car, horse, burglan', fidelity 
guarantee, etc , insurance 

Mr C M Ross, the founder of the firm, went 
to India in 1893, and for many' years held the 
position of manager with the Royal Insurance Co 
In 1917 he established his oxvn business, and was 
joined in partnership in 1918 by Itir A S Chad 
wick After the death of Mr C M Ross in 1027 
his son, Mr A L Ross, bec.ime a partner in the 
firm 


BROUGH and CO , LTD , Manufacturers’ Representatives, 58, Forbes Street 


Noth»g has been of greater influence in the great 
changes and development of business during recent 
decades than the science of advertising But side 
by side with the era of printed publicity has been 
the corresponding growth in the recognition of 
the personal equation , and it is doubtful w'hether 
any device, literary, mechanical, or otlierwise, will 
be evolved to supplant the personal factor in com- 
mercial undertakings The practical application 
of that principle is one of the distinctive features 
of Indian trade to-day, and throughout that great 
land are to be found many Indian and foreign com- 
mercial trax'ellers and agents of European and 
American firms The practical recognition of the 
personal equation is the foundation of the exten- 
sive business connections of Messrs Brough and 
Co , Ltd , which was established in 1925, and is 
the medium through xvhich tiie goods of many' 
w'ell-known manufacturers in Europe and America 
arc marketed m India Tlie founder and manag- 
ing director of the company' is Mr T W Brough, 
W'ho has had about tw'enty years’ business experi- 
ence in the Orient, and looks after the Bombay 
offices, w'hich are the firm’s headquarters for 
India Messrs Brough and Co , Ltd , are also 
established at 120, Canning Street, Calcutta, and 
the director in charge there is Mr J E Philpott, 
xvho also has had long experience of Eastern 


trade The firm have evolved an excellent scllintl 
organisation, not only in the ports mentioned but 
also throughout India, and handle merchandise 0 
practically every' description, with the exception 0 
liquors and radio materials 

Messrs Brough and Co , Ltd , are sole agen j 
in the Bombay Presidency' for the printing ^ 
Mander Bros, Ltd, Wolverhampton, w 
the provisions of Maconachie Bros , uo'' ° 
They are sole agents in India for 
Three in One Oil Co , New Yoik 
The Mennen Co Nownik, New Jersey 
OCedni, Ltd, Slough - 

W A Sheuller Pen Co, Poifc Midison, lowi 
D (!L W Gibbs, Ltd , London 
Bnrjois et Cie, London 
TCe^ stone JiInnnfnctnrinG Co , Buffalo 
Eichnid Hudmit, New r^ork 

Sandusky, Ohio 


American Crayon Co ohuuu:,^,, - , 

Bright Star Batten, Co Hoboken, g„cden 

Aktiebolnget Svensk EakRlmgn, Sandviken, 
Wellmnn, Peck, A Co , 

Brockwav Motor Track Corporation, etc, « , 
The correspondents of Messrs Broug 

Ltd , are ^ , 

Louis C M Reed, Inc New York 
Cox Aspden A Fletcher Inc Lew Yorr 
Oscar Ficre & Co Charleroi, Belgium 
E Axlwin i, Co , London 
Austin Payton Co Birniinghim 
Lnft Mmck S. Co Hamburg 
Comes iL Co , Kobe, Japan 


SYMINGTON COX and CO , LTD , Importers and Exporters, 58, Forbes Street 

Mr H Stmixctox Cox, W'ho founded in 1907 the Factory, Bancroft Co, JosCjfli .and 

business bearing his name, started in Bombay the Evered Co , Keystone Greuse Go , . ^ ^ 

trade in artificial silk in 1916 Messrs Symington Parker Messrs Sy mington Cox ami ' 

Cox and Co were formed into a limited liability have branches at Calcutta and 1 cw i .np codts 

company in igi 6 , and are importers of all kinds telegraphic address is “ American, an , 

of machinery , but especnilx that of cotton and Bentley 's, ABC 5!^' '' 

hnsiprx mills also y'arns, artificial silk, etc They ■> 

are represcntatives'of the Ah sore Sandalwood Oil editions, and Universal Trade 
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JUPITER GENERAL INSURANCE CO , LTD , Ewart House, Tamarind Lane, Fort 


Thf Jutiter General Ij,sera.>ci Co , Ltd , is the 
second largest Indian undertaking of its kind m 
Bombay It was established in igig, and has 
made very satisfactory progress Its capital is 
as follows 

Authorised Rs 2,00,00,000 

Issued and subscribed Rs 1,50,00,000 
Paid up Rs 23,74,800 

Total assets Rs 55,56,676 

The head office is at the above address, where 
also are the offices of Messrs Lalji Naranji and 
Co , the managing agents At Calcutta the local 
managers are Messrs Andrew Yule and Co , 
Ltd In the United States the American 
managers are Messrs Fester, Fothergill, and 
Hartung, no, William Street, New York The 
chief agencies are as follows Bombay, Shantiku- 
mar N Morarji and Co , Aden, Joomabhoy Lalljee 
and Co , Ahmedabad, Sheth Govinddas Maneklal , 
Baroda, Kantavala and Co , Burma Branch, Ran- 
goon , Cawnpore, Ratilal B Modi, Ceylon, F X 
Pereira and Sons , East Africa, the Kampala 
General Agency, Ltd , Karachi, Rameshwardas 
Banarsidas, and Yusafah Ahbhoy Karimji and 
Co , Lucknow, Gowardhan Prasad Barghava , 
Madras, Nara}andas Girdhardas , Puniab, Gow- 
ardhan Das and Co , Great Britain, B W Noble, 
Limited, 73-76, King William Street, London, 
E C 4 


The company transacts all classes of business 
excepting life and is steadil}" developing into a 
strong insurance undertaking, in a country where 
insurance companies are very few in number 
With the national sentiment that is now growing 
in India more and more business is bound to go 
into the channels of local companies The Chair- 
man IS Mr Lalji Naranji, J P , M L C The Sec- 
retar} and Manager is Mr K S Ramchandra 
Iyer, who is an able exponent of insurance and a 
very enthusiastic advocate of its extension 
amongst the people of India In all movements 
in that connection he takes a prominent part He 
was one of the organisers of the Indian Insurance 
Companies’ Delegation, formed in Februan, 
1927, for the purpose of conducting a general 
publicity campaign regarding the greater en- 
lightenment of the people of India on the advan- 
tages accruing from the placing of insurance busi- 
ness with Indian companies, and has written a \ery 
interesting and instructne booklet on that matter 
Mr I}er was also one of the organisers of the 
Convention of Indian insurance companies held 
in Bombay in Januar^, 1928 He has travelled 
widel} in Europe and America, where he has 
studied insurance m all its phases, and keeps cu 
lapport with insurance de\elopments throughout 
the world 


W A CHAMBERS and CO , Chartered Architects, Standard Building, Hornby Road, Fort 


The business of Messrs W A Chambers and Co 
IS one of the oldest of its kind in Bomba} It was 
established about 1&70 under the name of Gosling 
and Morris, wdiich was changed in 1903, on the 
retirement of Mr Morris, to Gosling, Chambers, 
and FritchlcN , w hen Messrs W A Chambers and 
E W Fritchle} w’ere taken into partnership In 
tlie \car igo6 the name was altered to Cliambers 
and TritchleA, and was continued to 1919. when 
tliL present st} le of W A Chambers and Co 
was assumed The partners now are Mr A 
Bell, L R I B A , and Mr D W Ditchburn, 
F R I B A , who arc actneh engaged m the 
management of the concern in Bomba^, and Mr 
M A Chambers, alread} mentioned, who resides 
m England 

The firm of Gosling and Morris and their 
successors were the architects of man\ of the large 
modern buildings in Bombae and elsewhere The 
T >J Mahal Hotel in Bomba\ was carried out under 
the supcrei'.ion of Mr ^Y A Chambers 

riicc are also ci\il engineers as well as archi- 
tccts and numerous mills and industrial establish- 
ments of carious kinds tnroughout India bear 
Aitness to their abihte in that direction \mongst 
the buildings planned and erected b\ them ma\ be 
t'Hntioncd the following 

llatol 'Mijistn 

TitalOu's MTusinu-- 

Titi s 'Mail i(,„ 

lb'll ^kiinc t stiaiicini Ba ik 


Xorotf am 
otliprs on 


Allahabad Bulk 
St indnrd Building 

ik Xa\\ Stores 

Technological Liboiatoij, !Matunga 

Wallnce Budding 

Canada Building 

Cov s Build ng 

St Andrew s ''clioo’, Bandri 

Tai Building 

Wnitcwai Laidlaw Building 

See oral buildings on kpollo it Golaba Bcclamations 
Seecial buddings for E D Passoon A Co , on 
Ball lid Esta'c 

Slid inia House foi Afr X'arotTatn Aforarjec, Ballard 
Est itc 

\ cloth market at Kalbadeii for Mr 
Morarjee 

T M ( \ and Y Y C A buddings and 

Y^ellington I incs 
'Ntniipui Bios Budding 
Pithe ] reies’ Btidding 
“ Times of India ” ofFices Bt.ii Bunder 
Killick t Xixon’s oflices 
Tur^ Ciiib offices Bicidli 
^f-ndard t Paaid Aid’s 
Ciirrimbhoa Aldls 

Ilukumchaiid a Ttai’ umar Mi'b Indore 
Tile Model Mills Xajniir 
The Sliol ipnr Aid] 'tno’a;> ir 
Die Aliiifraa AfilK B in^ d< re 
The Xfi lid AIiPs Y adala Bombax 
Yestem India Afatch r-irt- rx a' Ambit-i tli 
The laeob Sascr At I’s 

Till Bariar’ Ali’lt 

n e AI tatji-< Or.'dnas Aid s p-r i 
T’ ' K II 1 - r Alik B " 1 a 
F P <5 Ald’i 

1 «r\. — i . ’ r- 1 I ' 1 i-c 1 r 
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LAFFANS (INDIA), LTD , Gentlemen’s Tailors and Outfitters, Churchgate Street, Fort 

Modern thought emphasises the superlative im- that is satisfied with appro\iniation instead nf 

portance of individuality and the remarkable care meticulous measurement and fastidious accurao, 

exercised throughout all the realms of Nature for as well as perfection of quality There are tailors 

Its preservation and development Evolution, in and tailors, and the difference between them is 

all the professions and in every department of quite as great as that of the poor work of the 

commerce and industry, is inseparably attended by inexperienced and untrained aspirant in ani other 

skilled occupation and the exquisite efticienc} of 
the master hand The impiessions given forth b\ 
the artistic ensemble of Messrs Laffans’ premises 
are eloquent of their discriminating understandini; 
of the harmony of excellence of appointments \nth 
excellence of service and supplies The assortment 
of gentlemen’s outfitting goods so nicely displa)ed 
there is not for the masses but the classes, for 
those who can appieciate first-class texture and 
chromatic good taste Ihe celebrated Henn 
Heath hats, the Manhattan collars and Hendamck 
underwear, for which the firm are sole agents in 
Bombay', are noteworthy' amongst many other 
articles of meritorious regard The ey'e of dis 
comment will note with appreciation the large 
stocks of materials for suits of all kinds, from 
the lightest fabrics for the hot season to an 
unusually' fine assortment of Court attire and for 
uniforms of every' description In the workrooms 
corresponding recognition and encouragement of at the back about twenty persons are emploicd 
individuality, and the undertaking which best Messrs Laffans (India) , Ltd , have the honour of 

exemplifies it and rises accordingly above the dead appointment to H E the Right Hon Sir Lc^he 

level of ordinary procedure and achievement is well Wilson P C etc Governor of Bombay 

calculated to be successful Individuality in The business was originally started by a si ndi 

tailoring, for instance, is no easy achievement In ^,3^^ j^s present name, and w'as taken o\cr 

the midst of overwhelming similarity of ways and jq2 4, jyjj. Blaekmore, under whose direc 

means, of fabric and workmanship, the qualities of become one of the most noteworthy 

individuality, of the personal equation expressed undertakings of its kind in India Mr Blaekmore 

in fastidious regard for the minutiae that enter into bas been engaged all his life in the tailoring trade 

the consideration of the ordinary maker of received his training with well-known firms m 

clothing, are not always so pleasing and obviously London and Edinburgh, and in iqoy proceeded to 

in evidence as m the business carried on under the Colombo to fill an important position w'lth Messrs 

name of Laffans (India), Ltd Cargill and Co , described in the Ceylon 

The establishment of that firm in Churchgate this book Thereafter he joined Messrs Hoara^^^ 

Street partakes not of the character of the great Co , of Bombay, and remained with them un^^ 

outfitting store where the products of mass pro- 1923, when, as already indicated, he became 

duction are made for the elasticity of requirement proprietor of Laffans (India), Ltd 



PATEL BROTHERS, Cotton Brokers, etc , “ Gulestan,” 6, Napier Road, Fort 


In 1905 Mr Pestonji Dhunjibhoy Patel, an enter- 
prising young member of the Patel family', 
started, m collaboration with his younger brother, 
Mr Rustomji Dhunjibhoy Patel, and a Greek 
gentleman, Mr J N Dellaporta, well experienced 
in the cotton trade, a small cotton business in the 
name of Dalhporta and Patel That business, 
now known as Patel Bros , is ^er^ prominent and 
influential, and one of the foremost cotton 
concerns m India 

The main actnities of the firm at first w'ere 
confined to jetha and brokerage business In 
addition, the\ acted as the exclusne house brokers 
to the premier cotton firm in India, Messrs Ralli 
Bros , until igrS, w'hen tliei relinquished that 


tion owing to the greater expansion of dw 

; on the renrement of Mr D*P»« 

1 partnership, the "^,1 ™„nic of 

ly by' the two brothers under c 

d Bros , till 1918, when, 'gentlemen. 

greater development, ^ T p, ifopoulo, 

srs J P Calvocoressi and A J f jnng 

'lously W'lth Messrs Ralh Bros , ‘ ^ 

irienced in the cotton trade, becain P‘ 
firm then did their ow'n buMOg 
ountry' markets, and buying , „’i| oict 

ibering about a hundred, bought 

a A larger P'-oport.on of he cott 
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China, and the export was so developed that 
witlim the short period of five years the firm 
occupied a prominent place in the list of large 
shippers 

The enterprising Mr Patel, senior, seeing 
greater opportunities ahead for further develop- 
ments, floated a private limited liability company 
in partnership with Messrs E D Sassoon and 
Co , Ltd , of Bombay, under the st3le of The 
Patel Cotton Co , Ltd , with a capital of 
Rs 25,00,000 That company took up all the 
readv and export business of Messrs Patel Bros , 
the latter thereafter confining themselves once 
more to brokerage and commission business 

Mr P D Patel was the first managing director 
of tlie newlv floated company, but died a } ear 
later, on February i, 1924, at the age of 54 
After his death his four sons, Messrs Minocher 

SULZER, BRUDERER and CO , Empire 

lx Switzerland when a partner in a firm retires or 
dies, the name of the firm must be altered accord- 
ingl) , and that curious law renders it impossible 
for tlie Swiss firms to attain the distinction of long 
and unbroken nomenclature that is so highh prized 
in other countries 

1 he business of Ivlessrs Sulzer, Bruderer and 
Co , for instance, was established in the nineties 
of last centuix' under the name of Steiner, Bnner 
and Co , and thereafter, through the change of 
partners, became successively known as Steiner, 
Hegerle and Co , Hegerle, Sulzer and Co , and 
finalh Sulzer, Bruderer and Co , the partners now 
being Mr A Sulzer, Mr A Bruderer, and Mr 
Max Frei 


P Patel, Sorab P Patel, Behram P Patel, and 
Jehangir P Patel, joined the firm, and are now 
active partners with their uncle, Mr R D Patel 

In December, 1923, the late Mr P D Patel 
was elected a member of the New York Cotton 
Exchange, being the first Indian to receive that 
honour, and after his death it was conferred on 
his younger brother, Mr R D Patel, who is also 
an Associate Member of the Liverpool Cotton 
Exchange and Managing Director of the Patel 
Cotton Co , Ltd 

The palatial building known as “ Gulestan,” 
containing the firm’s offices, was built in 1921, 
and was owned b}' the late I\Ir P D Patel The 
firm’s telegraphic address is “ Patelbros,” 
Bomba} , and the codes used bv them are the 
ABC 6th edition, Me}er’s Atlantic Cotton code 
40th edition, and private 

of India Life Building, 216, Hornby Road 

Messrs Sulzer, Bruderer and Co ’s head- 
quarters are at Zurich, and they have branches at 
Delhi, Cawnpore, Amritsar, and Karachi, as well 
as at Bomba\ The manager at the latter port is 
Mr Geo Niederer 

The firm are large importers into India of 
English and Continental goods, and specialise in 
the celebrated Swiss embroideries, which no other 
nation can rival The^ are agents for Continental 
manufacturers of spinning, weaMng, and knitting 
machiner} Their telegraphic address is “ Tun- 
cum,” Bomba}, and the codes used b} them arc 
the ABC 5th edition and Benlle^ ’s 


THE AUTOMOBILE COMPANY, LTD , 5-12, Queen’s Road 


Tiif records in tlie possession of the Commissioner 
of Police, Bombay, indicate that motor cars were 
first licensed in Bombav in the ^ ear 1904 The 
approximate number of motor cars in the Bomba^ 
Presidenc} , including Sind, registered at the end 
of March, 1927, was 16,300 This great de\elop- 
nient has been accompanied be corresponding 
increase in the number of motor engineering estab- 
lishments m that cit\ , and one of the largest and 
best of them is that of The Automobile Co , Ltd , 
"inch gi\es emplocment to 200 persons The 
premises, occup\ing an area of go, 000 square feet, 
ire admirabU situated in Queen’s Road, and the 
irrangemcnt and equipment of the different depart 
nunts demonstrate the best wacs and means for 
tlie speediest and most skilful workmanship In 
'=nm,^ enrages the operations are earned on without 
re ated sequence, and much time i-s lost and cor- 
I'l ‘^ponding expense incurred be the haphazard 
I'leompletcness of the methods emploxed and the 
lek of co-ordination TIic \ulomobilc Co Lt<l , 

ii"! howexer, fastidious about details tint 
ipparcmK unimportant are m the aggregate of 
"perlatne importance Each workman n a 


specialist at his particular job All their work is 
subjected to the most scrupulous inspection b\ 
European oxerseers, and nothing is alloxxed to 
leaxe the premises not up to the highest standard 
of achicxement 

The Automobile Co , Ltd , xxcre the first to intro- 
duce into Bombax the Duco sxstem of paint sprax- 
ing, and also road pumps Thex haxc been estab- 
lished since 1911, and after considerable experience 
as agents for some xxell-knoxxn cars thex arc noxx 
concentrating their s^rxice and supplies on the 
Chrxsler and Austin cars and International trucks 
for XX Inch thex arc sole agents m Western India 
1 Iieir stock of spare parts for these \ i hi< les is tif an 
axcrage xalue of two lakhs of rupees, and nothing 
is left undone bx the companx tbit can contribute 
to the conxtnieme and satisfar'ion of tiuir 
custome rs 

The man igmgtlircctoi- are Mr R Rn-ardo v ho 
IS one of the founck'^ and Mr \ R \\ adia The 
tekgraphu tddress of the 1 uirpanx is ‘ 
pi me ’ Bomb IX aid the e odi - i vf p hx -htni '>r> 
'he V B (. ^th e-oiiM 1 an B a'k x -- 
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MONGINI, LTD , Manufacturing Confectioners and Caterers 
Churchgate Street and 13-15, Tamarind Lane 


The handsome premises of Messrs Mongmi, Ltd , 
occup}mg: an area of 7,200 square feet in Church- 
gate Street, are the finest of their kind in Bombay 
In that popular place for light refreshments of 
every kind confectionery is seen in a variety that 
well justifies the fame of the business for its high- 
class productions The Mongini manufactures 



SECTION OF PREMISES OF MONGINI, LTD 


are not to be regarded in the category of 
the commonplace and the ordinary They 
are the result of Mi Mongim’s life study 
and practice of the confectioner)^ trade in a’l 
Its phases He began that work as a )Outh with 
his uncle, who owned the Hotel de Pans at Tarra- 
gona, Spam, and after varied experience with 
important confectionery firms, he started business 
for himself in igor at Bombay His venture was at 
first naturally on a moderate scale, but his produc- 
tions became very popular, and year after year bis 


trade developed , so much so that m 1919 the 
present company was formed, with Hr Monnm 
as managing director, m order to pronde better 
facilities to meet its expansion It was then ihit 
the fine establishment in Churchgate Street ms 
constructed 

The factor)' is in Tamarind Lane, and is excel 
lently equipped with modern machiner) Amonipt 
the many artistic and delicious articles produced 
there are cakes for weddings, birthdajs, and other 
festive occasions These are made m a great 
variety of sizes and styles, from daint) little 
specimens up to magnificent ones weighing too 
pounds and more Although exceeding!) elaborate 
in their decorations, they are so cleverl) packed 
that they arrive at their destinations throughout 
India qui(e undamaged Needless to sai onh the 
finest ingredients are used in their manufacture 
The same remark applies to all tlie firm’s produc 
tions, which gained silver and bronze medals at the 
Bombay Exhibition of 1917 The factory is com 
plete in every detail, including a department for 
the manufacture of the boxes and other receptacles 
in which its output is despatched 

Messrs Mongini, Ltd , are also the largest 
caterers m Bombay Their facilities and resources 
in that connection are very great, and include 
enormous quantities of glass and chinaware, ‘'■'''jb 
electro-plate, cutlery, etc To them is entrust 
the catering for many of the principal social exen s 
in Bombay They have the honour of appointment 
to H H the Maharaja Gaekxvar of Baroda, anfl 
they also had a similar appointment to 0 
Walhngdon, a former Governor of Bomba) 
firm’s telegraphic address is “ Mongmi, om 


FRIED. KRUPP, A-G (GERATANY) W H AlARTIN, Resident Engineer and 

Representative in India, A Karim Building, Graham Road, Ballard bsta 

Equipments of cement lime, nnd loadmeti vo 
iiucl for chemical industries 
Salt mills 

Bruising and grinding mills 
Coal dust firing plant 

OiB dressing machinery ,nfnso. dc 

Magnetic separators for ores, ash , 

Roasting, smelting, and ’’ffi'nne , 


Ajioxost the xvorld’s best-knox\n industrial names 
is that of Krupp, xvhich before the Great AVar xvas 
a s)'non)ni for war mateiials, and the undertaking 
so designated xvas the greatest of its kind in exist- 
ence At the time of the Armistice it was employ- 
ing 150,000 men Since then Messrs Fried Krupp, 
A. -G , who now employ about 60,000 hands, have 
been producing all kinds of machinery for peaceful 
purposes and have branches throughout the world 
Their important interests in India are looked 
after by their Resident Engineer and Representa- 
tive, Mr W H Martin, )vho has been established 
in tliat capacitx since 1925 The firm specialise in 
India in oil-mill machinery of ever) description, 
particular!) oil expellers, but Ibex also supply 
Steel Indriidic ind himmei forgings 
lion ind steel cistings 
Chilled cistings 
Riilv IX plmt of ill kinds 
Diesel engines 
Steam turbines 
Crushing machinorv 


aluniiniuin, 




Rolling mills foi iron, steel, copper 
nil other metuls 
Sugni cane mills 

Dltwhines for sisnl hemp, nnd roffc 
Rubber mills 
Hydraulic bnling presses 
Cnnes, coni and 01c handling p 
Capstans tipping platforms 
Hoists, hydraulic lifting jacks 
AgncuHuiul mneliinerv' 

Cl earn sepirators birgcs, pin 

Steini ind motor dnx'en ships, g i 

xachts , j/lri-ss is " 

Mr Martin’s telegraphic A B C 

tific,” and the codes used b) b'm ‘ 

6 th edition and Jvlossc 
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NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO , LTD (OF BOi^IBAY, INDIA), Esplanade Road 


The New India Assurance Co , Ltd (of Bomba3' 
India), was established m 1919, and its capital is 
as follow's 

Authorised Rs 10,00,00,000 

Subscribed Rs 5,93,42,125 

Paid up Rs 1,18,68,425 

The business of the company is conducted wuth 
enterprise and abilit} , and it is the largest fire, 
marine, and accident insurance undertaking in 
India It has an important representation in 
London, under the control of Sedgwick, Collins 
(Agencies), Ltd , for fire and general business 
and the Commercial Union for marine business It 


bas also branches throughout the Far East and 
in yanous other districts, including the United 
States of America. The branches in India are at 
Calcutta and Madras, and it ias agencies in that 
country at Ahmedabad, Alleppe} , Amalner (Khan- 
desh),* Calicut, Cochin, Coimbatore, Karachi, 
Marmagoa, Mangalore, Poona, Quilon, Wardha 
(CP), and Rangoon The Chairman of the 
companj is Sir Dorab J Tata, Kt , and the 
General Manager is Mr R J Duff The tele- 
graphic address is “ Niasurance,” and the codes 
used are the ABC 4th and 5^^ editions, 
Murraj ’s 2nd edition, and Bentley’s 


E STELLA and CO , Importers of Pharmaceutical Products and Rubber Goods 


Probablt the first eMdences of the potentialities of 
the human brain were the efforts made to pre\ent 
and ameliorate pain and illness The old m\ths 
of the Egyptians and the legends of the more 
virile northern races are filled wuth the efforts to 
reduce to rule and st stem the incomprehensible 
eiolution of vitaht} As the world grew older a 
more settled existence made a more detailed exami- 
nation of the wondrous products of the earth 
possible, and the alchemist of the earh ages 
became the predecessor of the pharmacist of 
to-dai 1 he search for the philosopher s stone 
and the efirir nine was futile so far as its 
immediate goal was concerned, but it taught a 
lesson in alchemi and compound substances from 
which has resulted the enormous ^arlet^ of phar- 
maceutical products such, for instance, as those 
imported b^ Messrs E Stella and Co , which 
embrace the entire output of scientific and medical 
knowledge in that connection Since the com- 
nicncement of their actmties in 1914 Messrs E 
Stella and Co Inie been careful to deal onh in 
the highest class of materials, and excellent 
demonstrations of these are afforded b\ their 
periodical, published under the title of the C tili of 
wherein exceedingh interesting and attrac- 
•I'c information is gnen regarding the ^arIou': 
specifics which is of particular utiht\ to medical 
'lien, who are enabled thereb\ to keep in touch 


with all ad\ances and improaements in connection 
with the pre\ention and cu’-e of pain and illness 
Four doctors are emplojed bv Messrs E Stella 
and Co in their pharmaceutical actmties, and they 
are agents for the following well-known concerns 

D L Zambeletti Jlilnn 

H K Itlnlford i Co Philadelphia 

Xeohios, Rome 

Laboratoire M Robin Pans 

INN Ph Serono Rome 

Institnto Terapeutico Romano, Rome 

Bonlanper Dansse Pans 

Lepetit Farmacentici, Ndan 

Bumlnm Iodine Co , New York 

Smith, Stnnistreet ,1 Co , Calcutta 

Lotol 

Peai-son’b Anfneptic Co London 
Laboratoire Midi, Pans 

In 1921 Messrs E Stella and Co turned their 
attention to tiie importation of all kinds of rubber 
goods, and their trade in these has developed \erv 
greath Thet are agents for the famous produc- 
tions of Messrs Pirelh, whose head office and 
works arc at Milan Itah, and who haae branches 
throughout the world 

The founder and proprietor of the business 15 
Mr E Stella Tlie telegraphic address is 
“ 8ttllola ” Bomba\ and the codes used arc the 
4 B C 5tli and 6th editions BentUn s. .and 
prn ate 


WALTER SIGNER and CO 

Importers of Piece-goods Jehangir Wadia Building, Esplanade Road 


Friticii the capital of the canton of that name and 
Jhi. most popular and important town in Switrer- 
nnd, contains thj. Iicadciuartcrs of practicalh all 
the firms m India cng’igid in the piece-goods 

tra-ii Promiiunt amongst the firms of that 
n Uionahtv in Rombax arc Messr- Waller Signer 
Till to who Were doing business for xears m 
liuln before the\ op.netl in 102(1 their Bnmbax 
'mnUi 1 hex are ilso csiahlishetl at Manchester 
iihn (InU^ an! luxe agones .hroughout Inoia 
isv-v Walter "sigj er ind Co ope-"ue in afi the 


departments of the pierc-goojs trade, from the 
crude materials to the hnislud articles Fullx 60 
pere'tnl of tin ir track in Irdi 1 is with the Inman 
merchants xxho find iiieir pat e'"ns and e]uai 'les 
eminentlx suitable ‘o baraar requi'tiiu ats T k 
fi-m s manage r at Bombax i-, Mr J \ Ko-.s 1 nr 
ve’e'g'-aph c ac-cires-, t ,e-e “ Signers ’ and 'In 

codes used a-c l>e"*U\ s jj ^ ABC /',(? 

c ditit n 

M- Wal er g-e- 
n s di V at Zc'i 1 


lie d)! ofi - < f 
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HOAR and CO , Court, Naval, Diplomatic, Military, and Civil Tailors, 139, Esplanade 


I> no country m the world are there richer and 
more elaborate uniforms than in India, so that the 
prominent tailoring firms in Bombay and Calcutta 
especially are called upon to demonstrate much 
greater and more diversified ability than falls 
within the circumscribed range of activities in the 
ordinary sartorial establishments in Great Britain 
and other western countries An interesting 
example in that connection is afforded by the 
well-known business of Messrs Hoar and Co , 
which, established in 1879, is conducted with a 
specialisation in ways and means that is the 
natural result of the firm’s long service as court, 
naval, diplomatic, military, and civil tailors The 
influence which the}' have exercised as such has 
permeated throughout the country, from the city 
business man, fastidious about the cut of his 
clothes, to the dignified princes of India’s great 
nobility resplendent in apparel beyond comparison 
Messrs Hoar and Co have ever been, and are, 
exceptionally particular about the qualifications of 


Road 


their workmen, especially their European cutter 
and accordingly the firm are known eveqTikre 
for their accuracy of fit, as well as the high qualu\ 
of materials by which their productions are 
distinguished 

For the convenience of their mofussil customers, 
representatives of the firm make regular \ isib to 
nearly every station in India at stated intenals 
carrying with them samples of thur goods, and 
register orders and measurements for future re 
quiremcnts Needless to say, this feature of the 
business is very greatl} appreciated 

The founder of the concern, Mr J F Hoar, 
died in 1917 He had, however, retired in ipoi, 
and was succeeded in its control b} Mr R E 
Clarke and Mr H G Hyde The latter died in 
1920, and the present proprietor is Mr R E 
Clarke The business gives emploiment in 
Bombay to about 50 persons, and there arc 
brandies of it at Karachi and Quetta 


THE BRITISH INDIA GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY, LTD . 
35-43, Churchgate Street, Fort 


AMo^GST the many remarkable achievements of 
modern civilisation there is none probably that is 
more intimately and influentially connected with 
every branch of commerce and industry, as well as 
with every phase of life and its manifold interests, 
than insurance, which has now a universality of 
application altogether beyond the narrow limita- 
tions of what had been regarded as its greatest 
possibilities when the science of financial protection 
against risks and disasters of every kind first 
exerted its beneficial results on a grateful world 
The economic development of even'thing pertain- 
ing to the welfare of the people of India is naturally 
evinced by the growth in insurance business 
throughout the country In igig the progressive 
movement in that connection led to the formation 


of The British India General Insurance Co , Ltd , 
which IS all the more noteworthy because of the 
fact that all its capital is Indian and is as follows 

Authorised, Rs 1,00,00,000 , issued and subscnbtd, 

Rs 1,00,00,000, paid-up, Rs 10,00,000 

The company undertakes insurance of c\cn 
description, with the exception of life, ‘and t ^ 
success it has attained may be gauged by a com 
parison of its first year’s premium income, uz., 
Rs I, I c, 490, with that of 1926, viz , Rs 24 i 99 - 7 ^ 
The company has a branch at Calcutta, a 
agencies at Delhi, Karachi, Ahmedabad, ' 

Kampala (East Africa) , Pans, and m Lon on 
Chairman of the company is Sir Cowasji Jeia p > 
Bart The Managing Director ^ ' 
Mehta, and the General Manager Mr Geo r 


MINIMAX, LTD , Feltham House, Graham Road, Ballard Estate 


AmoisGst the many famous English concerns which 
have branches at Bombay is that of Minimax, Ltd , 
whose celebrated fire extinguishers are m popular 
and growing use throughout the world That firm, 
who have their head office and factory at Feltham, 
Middlesex, are the largest manufacturers of 
chemical first-aid fire extinguishers in existence 
They make special types for all purposes, such as 
for carriage on motor cars, ’buses, lorries, trains, 
steamers, aeroplanes, and for use on oil, petrol, or 
electrical fires The “ Minimax ” is so simple in 
operation and so convenient in size, shape, and 
weight, that it can be used b\ any one Since the 
compan-\ started business in 1904 up to the time 
of w nting they ha-v e sold more than one and a half 
million extinguishers, which ha\e been the means 
of putting out 80,000 fires 

Messrs Minimax, Ltd , are contractors to His 
Majesty’s Go\emment, War Office, Admiralty, 


and the principal Indian railways and s c. 
companies Everywhere m India, as m 
countries, their excellent productions arc 
seen in wise readiness in all kinds oi 
the numerous disatrous fires which they ■ 
vented in India would make intercs 
impressive reading , , - ^mef 

The firm have been established m /--[(-utti, 
1911, and have branches at Bom ‘jitnc 

Madras, and Rangoon, as well ’!‘^P ufok 
throughout India As a matter of ac , 
of the country is parcelled out m , nf 
different territories, which are under 1 Cj,rtor' 
men specially' trained by' the firm a , 

■ Feltham The company 's tsicrr 

Mr A Fleming Tim manager ^ Iclegi'/'IP’’'^ 


at Feltham 

India IS Air A B 

address for all the branches is ^ ‘ 

the codes used are Lieber’s and pri'< 
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FAVRE-LEUBA and CO , LTD , 217 and 219, Badri Mahal, Hornby Road 


Tue business of Messrs Favre-Leuba and Co , 
Ltd , IS the oldest of its kind m India The year in 
which it was established, 1814, was, like 1914, a 
very historic one, for it was the j ear of the defeat 
and banishment of Napoleon and the conclusion of 
the war between Great Britain and the United 
States Watches of that time, although beauti- 
fully made, were exceedingly cumbersome and very 
different from those of to-day , so that the time- 
keepers then imported into India by Messrs Favre- 
Leuba and Co would make very impressive com- 
parisons if it were possible to place them beside 
the wonderful variety which the firm now supply 
Much, indeed, could be written in conjecturing the 
influence exerted by Messrs Favre-Leuba and Co , 
Ltd , through the medium of their watches and 
clocks, which have found their way to every part 
of the Indian Empire, as well as to other lands 
Many supplied by the firm long ago are still giving 
faithful service, for a good watch is like a good 


friend, and changes not with the passing years 
Amongst their many varieties is the “ Zenith ” 
watch, for which they are sole agents in India, and 
these have by their reliability and precision attained 
the highest honours and great fame all over the 
world The firm’s assortment of clocks is equally 
comprehensive At their establishment at 217-219, 
Hornby Road, which is their headquarters for 
India, about thirty-five experts are employed in the 
execution of repairs of ever)' description The com- 
pany have a branch at Calcutta, and their factories 
are at Geneva, the greatest centre of the watch- 
making industr) in the world 

The firm was formed into a limited liability com- 
pany m 1913 The present managing director is 
Mr L Leuba, who has been in the business in 
Bombay since 1908 The firm’s telegraphic address 
IS “ Favreleuba,” and the code used by them is 
the ABC 5th edition 


HERANT ODIAN, Importer of Perfumes, Amir Building, Elphinstone Circle 


The interesting business of Mr Herant Odian is 
not for the masses but for the classes, for the dis- 
cerning minority able to appreciate the beauty and 
quality of the artistic things which he supplies He 
is sole agent in India for Maison Boucheron, high- 
class jewellers, of London, Pans, and New York, 
and the celebrated perfumes of Maison Worth of 
London and Pans His office, therefore, is just 
the place to visit by anyone desirous of obtaining 


any articles for personal use or for gifts that can- 
not fail to be highly appreciated because of their 
novelty, charm, and intrinsic merit Amongst his 
most noteworthy materials are silk, silk under- 
wear, and ver)' beautiful textiles He is also a 
dealer in diamonds and precious stones Mr 
Herant Odian’s telegraphic address is “ Odian,” 
Bombay, and the codes used b) him are the ABC 
5th edition and International dc Lugagne 


DUKE and SONS, Manufacturers of Aerated Waters, Grant Road 


The absence of thirst when there is an abundance 
of assuagements available may be commendable, 
but IS not in the category of joyous conditions 
T hirst IS pleasurable when there is the wherewithal 
to quench it like the excellent beverages manufac- 
tured b^ Messrs Duke and Sons in their large and 
"ell-cquipped factor^ in Grant Road No name is 
luorc prominently associated with the production 
of aerated waters in Bombay than that of Duke and 
Sons The glass stoppered bottles m thousands of 
refreshment places throughout the cit) bear their 
fuiuilnr name, and it is seen also on motor lorries, 
''Peedmg with their welcome loads for distribution, 
uot onh throughout Bombae, but e\en fiftv miles 
>uto the eountr) Messrs Duke and Sons’ Grant 
Load factor\ is operated on modern principles with 
'u up-to-date plant of nncbincr\ , and great care is 
exercised b\ the firm throughout the processes of 
then manufacture 1 heir bottles are sterilised in 
''uliitions of permangan.ite of potash and cleansed 
"isidi and out In re\olMng brush macbiner\ The 
"Hir Used passes through Berkefeld filters at 
^ pressure of 3:; lbs per square nub Before 
be ing used it is cooled In refngeriting maehincr\ 

• he firm ilso generate their owai c irbonic tcid gas 
"r the aention of their liquoi s Flavouring 

sv 1 ups anel ingredients are imported bv them direct 

• loiu tliu leading sources of supph in England 


and their constant endeavour is to maintain the 
highest possible standard of excellence in all their 
productions The premises occupv an area of 3,500 
square yards, and are the firm’s own propert) 
The factor) , built speciallv for its present purpose, 
has a manufacturing capacitv of 4,000 dozen 
bottles of waters dailv 

Messrs Duke and Sons have another factorv , 
occupv mg an area of about 3,000 square )ards, m 
Parel Road 

Tne business was started about 1889 bv Mr D 
C Pandole as the result of his visit to England as 
a member of a cricket team \Vhile in diat countrv 
Mr P indole had occasion to inspeet the methods 
emploved there in the manufacture of aerated 
water Profiting bv the know ledge he had gained, 
he started on his return to Bombav the busi- 
ness in question, and gave it the name of Dul i in 
token of the famous Duke eruket ball v.ith which 
he had aelmved his greatest < ncketing triumphs 
\fter his retirement m 1Q24 lie v as smeeidid in 
the business bv his sons Messrs E f) -me! I’ D 
Pandoh who had alre idv bien partm rs m it 

■J he leritvd v "ite f ictorv opearitd und< r •hf' 
s.ime n ime in B’-itish Hot< 1 Lane Fori us< d to 
belong lo th( firm but v as Ft 

busim ss m iS j- 
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BOMBAY CRYSTAL ICE CO , Byculla 


Nothesg in the tropics is more delectable and 
appreciated than ice, that triumph of scientific 
invention, by which man has been able to improve 
upon Nature for his requirements, and produce in 



POWER ROOM OF BOMBAY CRYSTAL ICE CO. 


the sweltering countries of the Equator the pro- 
duct formerly associated onlj with winter in the 
temperate zones and the eternal snow of the polar 
regions The manufacture of artificial ice was 
only began about fifty years ago , and during a 
temporary deprivation of it it is well to visualise 
some of the crude conditions that must have existed 
in the lives of many inhabitants of the tropics 
whose commissariat was not augmented by regular 


additions of meat, fish, fruit, vegetables andothc 
delicacies from overseas presented by cold storaw 
When thirst developed there was no delightful pro. 
duct to quench it like that of the Bombai Cristal 
Ice Co , whose excellently equipped facton hic 
a manufacturing capacity of about fiftj tonsoficc 
daily The ice is made from purified water m 
blocks of 300 lbs each 61 in thick 12 in rude 
and 22 in high It is sold by' the company uliolc 
sale at the very low price of eight annas per 
TOO lbs , and for its delivery' the compan\ ha\e 
a fleet of six motor vans and many bullock cart' 
The factory', which operates night and dai 
without ceasing, was started in 1922 by its pro 
prietors Messrs Rattonji Pallonji and Behnmji 
Dadabhai The land, which is two acres in extent, 
IS their property, and comprises various buildmip 
including a cotton waste factory also owned and 
operated by' the firm The products of the latter 
are cleaned, prepared, and sent in large quantities 
to Europe and elsewhere Kapok and Akand are 
also exported by' the firm 

Mr Rattonji Pallonji is a partner in the firm of 
P Dhanjibhoy' and Sons, manufacturers of aerated 
waters, xvhose factory at Ahmedabad, established 
thirty' y'ears ago, is one of the largest of its kind 
in India, and is equipped xvith an excellent plant 
of modern machinery 


SCHRODER SMIDT-INDIA 

General Importers and Commission Agents, Rustom Building, Churchgate Street 


Oi\E of the largest German firms in Bombay before 
the war was that of Messrs Schroder, Smidt and 
Co , who had been established there for about 
seventy' y'ears The old trade connections of that 
house, that has its records throughout India, are 
now being continued under the name of Schroder 
Smidt-India, and branches of the concern are 
established at Calcutta and Delhi with agencies at 
Madras, Amritsar, Laliore, and elsewhere 


Messrs Schroder Sm’dt-India are importers of 
piece-goods and the infinity' of things composed b\ 
the term of Continental sundries They are also 
exporters of manganese and other ores Tl'f 
manager at Bombay' is Mr H Tessmann 
corresponding firm in Europe are Messrs Schnlua 
and Co , Hamburg 


D MACROPOLO and CO , Cigarette Manufacturers and General Tobaccomsts, Hornby Road 

blending of the various kinds After ^ 

and blending have been accomplished, the too 
is cut by machinery, and is also 
machinery before it is made into the 
well-known brands of Turkish ‘'‘"d ^niin 
cigarettes In the great factories o Lu^^p^^^^^ 
America cigarettes are turned out ny t 
machinery , but these, as every smo cr 
not comparable in any way xvith u 
cigarettes, of xx'hich Messrs D 1 cpnict 

Co ’s, composed of the finest tobiicco, ‘ ^^pder, 
examples as can be found any xx here 1 nri 
therefore, that they haxe been [,il,itio''‘ 

silx'er medals at various Internationa p( to 

and that the firm hold Warrants of PP 
successixe Viceroys and Gox'crnor 
monials from high officials in the ‘ riTix, 

Cix il Serv'ice ' 


Messrs D Maoropolo ami Co have the distinction 
of being the premier cigarette manufacturers and 
general tobacconists in Bombay They hax'e been 
established since 1863, and their familiar and com- 
modious premises in the Alice Building, Hornbv 
Road, IS a popular source of supply of everything 
pertaining to the tobacconists’ trade, including 
cigars and tobaccos of xvorld-famous factories, for 
xvhich the firm are agents 

Messrs D Macropolo and Co 's factory' is at 
Bandra, and gixes emploxment to about 150 per- 
sons Particular care is dex'oted to the sorting and 
preparation of the manx different kinds of tobacco 
used, xxhich are chiefly' imported from Macedonia, 
and haxe the pleasing and characteristic qualities 
of the best Turkish tobacco The leax'es are sorted 
out bx xxorkers speciallx trained for that purpose, 
and other experts exercise special ability in the 
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S BANNISTER and CO , LTD , The Lamp Warehouse, E\porters, Na>asan Building, Hornby Road 


The establishment of Messrs S Bannister and 
Co , Ltd , IS rightl} termed the Lamp Warehouse, 
for the variety of lamps displayed therein is excep- 
tional!} comprehensive and well calculated to meet 
the most diverse requirements The firm are sole 
agents m India, Burma, and Ce3lon for the cele- 
brated Aladdin incandescent arc lamps, which are 
used in most of tlie municipalities and canton- 
ments throughout India, where they have been 
found eminently satisfactor} In the suburbs of 
Bomba} the} are much in evidence, for the firm 
are contractors for their suppl} to the Bombay 
i^IunlClpaht^ These popular lamps are much 
cheaper to operate than gas or electricit} , and are 
unsurpassed by either m lighting effect Further- 
more, the light of the Aladdin lamp is more 
diffusive, softer, and moie agreeable to the sight 
than electrlclt^ , and entirely free from flickering 
shadows 

Messrs S Bannister and Co , Ltd , also supply 
table glassw'are, electroplate, stainless cutlery, 
glass and china vases, table decoration, pedestals 
and pots, earthenw'are, fitted lunch baskets and 
suit cases, presentation articles, etc 

The firm’s mam trade, howe\er, is in the ex- 
portation of crushed bones to Europe for gelatine 
and ossein manufacture, etc The\ also export oil 
cakes and other cattle feed, and the shipments 
abroad of these and their \arious products amount 
to several thousands of tons monthlv Of the 


commodities m question they are the principal 
exporters in India They are the representatives 
of the Chilian Nitrate Committee in the Bomba} 
Presidency for importation of \arious forms of sul- 
phates and nitrates for chemical manures and 
Aarious other products 

ilessrs S Bannister and Co , Ltd , are pro- 
prietors of the business carried on under the name 
of the Ro}al Furnishing and Decorating Co , 
Ltd , w Inch is the principal undertaking in Bom- 
ba} for the supply of grandstands, etc , for the 
Msits of ro}al persons and gala e\ents Amongst 
the man} large contracts carried through ver} 
satisfactorily b} that compan} wms the one, 
amounting to a lakh and a half of rupees, m con- 
nection with the recent Fne Weeks Exhibition in 
Bomba\ , and comprised the construction of the 
entire Exhibition buildings and its amusement 
section, under the patronage of H E the Go\ernor 

The business of Messrs S Bannister and Co , 
Ltd , was established in i88y under the name of 
R Ditmar, Lamp Warehouse In 1914 it was 
taken o\er b} Mr S Bannister, who had been one 
of Its assistants for two }ears, and then became 
known as S Bannister and Co The firm was 
formed into a limited habihti compani in 1919, 
and the manager since then has been Mr S N 
Mistri The telegraphic address is “ Bannister,” 
Bomba}, and the codes used are the ABC 5th 
and 6th editions, Bentlei’s, and prnate 


J PIROJSHA and CO , General Merchants and Commission Agents, 
Rahimabai Building, 65, Apollo Street, Fort 


Mi-ssiis J PiROjsiiA .VXD Co were established in 
igii, and ha^e de^ eloped an important and in- 
fluential business as general merchants and com- 
mission agents T heir principal imports are elec- 
trical goods and stationer} The} are sole agents 
for Philips’ Glowlampworks, Ltd , Holland, in 
whose works at Elndho^cn 11,000 persons are 
cn1pIo^ed in the production of all kinds of electric 
1 imps, from the tiniest torchlight lamp to the 
most powerful gas-filled lamp e%cr produced An 
e\ imple of the enormous extent of the work 
executed there is afforded bx the fact that in the 
w irc-ilraw ing department about 180 miles of wire 
per dax arc draxxn to a diameter as small as 
o 00016 in T he Philips electric lamps illumine the 
world on land and sea, and the storx of the dexclop- 
ment of the great business is the storx of perfect 
idaptabilitx to exerx requirement in progressixc 


illumination The m mufacture of the Philips 
lamps began in 1890, and each inxention and im- 
proxement in relatixe materials was followed bx 
corresponding exolution in the Philips lamps, 
XX Inch noxx haxc reached a state of perfection 
apparentlx hex ond possibihtx of enhancement 
Messrs J Piiojsha and Co arc also sole agents 
for Aron Elektriritats-Gcsclischaft, Germanx, 
manufacturers of the celebrated Aron House Ser- 
xice electric meters and xxircless apparatus, and 
A W Eabcr, the famous pencil manuf.icturers of 
Nuremberg, Germanx The partners ore Messrs 
Jehangir Ashandier Irami, Khiirshed \spandiar 
Irami and Pirojsha Hirjibhox Dixtda T he tele- 
graphic address is “ Precious,” Bombax and the 
codes ustd are the \ B C ^Gi edition, Bintkx s 
Western L nion. ind prixate Thex own the busi. 
ness of the Prei loiis Eli ctrie Co referred tobelox 


PRECIOUS ELECTRIC CO General 

Im bu '-iiiess earned on under tlie name of the 
Prunnis PKctrie Co is a siibsidiarx of Mc'-'-rs 
1 Pirojsh I and Co, refen ed to aboxe and O' 
ek\ot(.,| the siippK Ilf clei tru il goods of exe'rx 
'ksiription The igcncie'' of Me'-srs ] Pmitsli i 


Electric .Merchants 05. Apollo Street, Fort 

ind to ipph iKo to tin Preiiouv Eltitnc f o 
\ 'iient ekxelop nt nt ( f ,'u I itic-- u u’er'aJ ing is 
i r-'d o dtpir.int t in Han nun n < H,h 
eompinuvltat *i,^ s ni e .e'e^riphit o d 

e ode 
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WILSON WATCH CO , Hornby Road 


The Wilson Watch Co is one of the most note- 
worthy examples m Bombay of successful adver- 
tising- and substantiating publicity methods by 
goods of quality at rock-bottom prices The 
business was started in 1923 m diminutive premises 
at Ballard Estate, and through the ability and 
enterprise brought to bear on all its details, it 
has developed very successfully in India The 
firm specialise in the supply of all kinds of Swiss 
watches and clocks, and have offices at La Chaux- 
de-Fonds and Geneva, Switzerland They have 
also branches m Abdul Rehman Street, Bombay, 
Rajahmundry, Madras, and Palghat, Malabar, 
as well as agencies throughout India Their 
policy of selling at the lowest possible profit 
on each transaction is certainly commendable in 
view of the increased turnover accruing there- 
from in the year’s trade Every watch supplied 
by the Wilson Watch Co is tested and accurately 
timed before being offered for sale However good 
a watch ma)' be, it must be periodically cleaned , 
and accidents, of course, necessitate repairs The 
excellent service organisation of the company 
includes a repair department where highly skilled 
employees are employed 

The founder and proprietor of the business is 
Mr B A Shaw, who is to be congratulated on the 
success he has achieved The telegraphic address 
IS “ Timepiece,” and the code used is Bentley’s 


The Extern Telegraph Company —Bomba? 








OnvtAi UmiLiMw — 


VIA LVSTEIhN 


DYK 26 LACHAUKDErONDS 3o 23 t.SJfH 


LCD WILSON WATCH JO BOKBAt 


BAftOAIN SETTLED DIS POSE 0» INTIFE BOKBAt 

STOsif At 6o a/a reduction bau and mkii 

HONEY immediately -MBWAROINB EURTHEB lOIS 
WILSON WATBH CO CNAUX DE FONDS ♦ 
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Clever advertising by the Wilson Watch Co In the 
above connection resulted In their selling 120, oco 
watches In one month. 


BOMBAY CYCLE AND MOTOR AGENCY, LTD , 

Managing Agents Rharshedji Limji and Co Head Office 16, New Queen’s Road 


Not a few of the principal motor undertakings in 
India were started in the pedal cycle trade One 
of the most noteworthy examples in that connec- 
tion IS afforded by the Bombay Cycle and Motor 



SECTION OF PREMISES OF 
BOMBAY CYCLE AND MOTOR AGENCY, LTD 

Agency, which was established m 18S5 When 
the motor car made its appearance the firm were 
quick to realise its potentiality, and in due course 
became agents for well-known English, Continen- 
tal, and American makes, trucks and motor 
CAcles, being the first to introduce the single- 
cxlinder De Dion Bouton cars into the Bomba} 
market In 1914 the Bomba} Cxcle and Motor 
-\genCA became the sole agenc\ for the famous 
Dodge cars and Graham Brothers’ trucks for the 


Bombay Presidency, including Karachi, Sind, in 
Baluchistan, the Nizam’s Dominions, and a grci 
portion of the Punjab, Rajputana, Central ro 
Vinces, and Persia In Persia espcciall) 
agency’s trade is developing ver}' largcl) a 
rapidl}. 

The firm’s premises in New f 

amongst the largest of the kind in Bombay 
give employment to about 200 persons, an • ^ 
admirably equipped with everything ^ 

fect.on of process and result m automobile ^ 
neering, body-building, painting and ‘^aa 
electrical work, etc One of ‘he wor 
devoted entirely to motor cycles and t 
and in that branch of trade the firm arc ag 
the Indian and Douglas machines -cinhlish 

At Lahore the Agency has s . 

ment, excellently equipped with elec 
machinery, although not so large . * j 
quarters at Bombay There are ak" 0 
branches at Karachi and Nagpur, ^ j„pf|(on 
almost all the important centres 0 i 
covered by the business , Aeinci 

Since 1924 the Bomba} C}cle and 
has been under the managing aff^D 
Kharshedji Limji and Co, . n^crit and 

prise and ability it has well siistame 
fame of the productions to ' r,rlc ard 

The telegraphic address of the Bomta' 

Motor Agenc} is ” C}closters,” Bombax 




COnriERCIAL BOMBAY. 


257 


THE CENTRAL GARAGE , Proprietors, AIMILA 
K no city in the Orient is the motor trade better 
developed tlian in Bombay, where the garages are 
equal to the best that can be found an}'where 
Amongst them is the Central Garage (owned by 



PREMISES OF THE AIMILA AUTOMOBILE CO 



the Aimila Automobile Co ), -which occupies an 
area of o\er 10,000 square feet and gues employ- 
ment to about So persons, who are engaged in 
c\cr\ thing associated w'lth the motor trade 


AUTOMOBILE COhlPANY, New Queen’s Road 

This firm started business m Januarjq 1926, 
with a ery' small establishment, and have made 
evcellent progress Their large and handsome 
showmoom, located in the best automobile centre, 
IS one of the finest of its kind in Bombaj The 
cars handled by the firm are the Nash, Chandler, 
Packard, and Singer, i\hich are immensely 
popular, not only in Bombaj , but throughout 
India 

Mr Alimohamad Rahimtullah, proprietor of the 
concern, is a \er} enterprising joung man and an 
ardent motorist Mr S V Varde, the general 
manager, is another %oung man with keen busi- 
ness instincts and organising capabilities With 
such able men directing its affairs it is not surpris- 
ing that the undertaking is de\ eloping rapidlj 



DEPARTMENT FOR USED CARS 


1 he firm ha\ c a \ erj large district dealer organi- 
sation Their London agent is Mr P E Patmer, 
Norfolk House, Laurence Pountnc\ Hill, London 
E C 4 


LUND and BLOCKLEY, Clock and Watch Manufacturers, 


Silversmiths and Jewellers, Sassoon 
Tiuiu. are not in the world man\ business under- 
t ikings wdiich have been established for upwards 
of 200 \ears A.ny wnth such a record are ceriainh 
wortly of meritorious recognition Amongst the 
limited but illustrious number is that of Messrs 
Lund and Blocklej, which was founded in 1725 
in London, where the skill of the goldsmiths, 
sihcrsnuths, watchmakers, and clockmakers was 
anious c\er\ where, and the ancient (luilds upheld 

■"•ill jealous pride the splendid traditions of their 
ernfis 

In iSyg yii- George Lund, a member of the 
^uiul fainiK that had been so well known for man\ 
kern rations m the cit\ of London in connection 
'n • the workinsf of precious metals and jewcllcrv 
"nn the manufacture of timekeepers proceeded to 
nni in under a contract witli the Goeemment for 
"•'ection of the maqTi'f>ccnt clock of the 
^'‘ajahhai Tower of the Elphinstone I ni\<.r>.it\ 
w unique dcstqn and intrn ate 

w IS constructed in London accord- 
-s *o tli^ pj prepared h\ Mr Lund and irec ed 


Institute Building, Esplanade Road 
at Bombaj under Ins personal supcreision When 
the work was completed Mr Lund was persuaded 
to extend Ins business aeln ities to Bombae, and 
accordingh the firm of Lund and Blocklee be'e imc 
established m tint cil\ The quaint and striking 
Sassoon Institute building, m whieh tlie\ ha\e been 
established during the Inst quarter of a centure, 
harmonises well with the firm s long record and 
their achieeements m the trade whieh tiit\ e\em- 
p!if\ wall the rectitude and abilite so emincnth 
characteristic of Uie old-time London concern's 
of the snmc character Jn one of the windows is 
a wonderful clock gninq^ the “ times of ^I! 
nations ’ wluch was made In Mr Lund up\ ards 
of s,y^ xeurs -iiro The 1 ir^e projee int: < hv k 
outside the premnes ,s c'ertrii ilK control!* d from 
a trmsmuterin tlu shnv -oom Jn that sl,nv room 
arc dispi-ned as rluma and irtistic irli* h s of tjo.f' 
silver and prt'cious v’ont s 


s-onts IS can bo -■* > n anv- 
w ler* \\ Jiilc j*v*ls of t,crv ,]i< 
obtain dh* tluo m ijn a’ \ irutv 
should be ni n’t, fit!' fr 


apt * a iri 
sp's }-' mt n‘i )'• 


asv. 


•mi i-T * ' 
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natural pearls Bombay is the chief market in the 
world for pearls, which are brought direct from 
the Persian pearl fisheries, and are sorted, classed, 
and graded locally — the finest pearls being ex- 
ported westward to Europe and America, while 
the inferior pearls find their way eastwards 
Messrs Lund and Blockley are m direct touch with 
owner experts and directly control their own in- 
terests m the pearl fisheries, so that they are able 
to supply pearls at a price approximately 40 per 
cent lower than they could be purchased in 
Europe 

Messrs Lund and Blockley’s assortment of 
watches is exceedingly varied and attractive, 
while their specialisation m the manufacture of 
clocks of every description is one of the most out- 
standing features of the business Notable 
examples of their skill in that connection are 
afforded by the Bombay University clock already 
mentioned, which was made with chimes of 16 
bells, the clocks in the Kolhapur new palace. 


Limbdi Durbar Hall, Baroda Cliimnabai Memonjl 
Tower, the new G I P Railway terminus .mrf 
other public clocks ' 

The operations in the firm’s busy and nell 
equipped workshops comprise cier) thing 
ated with the trade, and their activities include 
electroplating, laquering, and bronzing AH their 
plate IS guaranteed treble deposit and up to weight 
Each of the workmen speeialises at his particular 
job, and not a few of them have been in tlicscnici. 
of the firm for very' many years The firm ha\e 
the honour of appointment to H E the Rt Hon 
Sir Leslie Wilson, P C , etc , Governor of Bomba\, 
and arc manufacturers to the Government of India 
Mr Lund is now in retirement in England, hut 
during his residence at Bombay was leiy promi 
nent in everything pertaining to the progress and 
welfare of the eommunity^ and greatly cstccnicd 
by^ all classes of the people The partners rcsi 
dent at Bombay are Messrs F E Roberts and 
F Power, both of whom have been for upwards 
of twenty years in the business 


DE LAITTE LIGHTING COMPANY, LTD , 

Engineers, Contractors, and Laboratory Furnishers, 5, Graham Road, Ballard Estate 


“ Light, more light ” Such is the ever insistent 
urge in all human progress, and the measure of 
that progress has always been determined by the 
light of knowledge, as well as the material illu- 
mination of man’s own production The evolu- 
tion which has been effected, for instance, m lamps 
IS one of the most interpjting chapters in the story 
of the upward climb of humanity from the dark- 
ness of the past Lamps in all their wonderful 
modern improvementc are supplied by the De 
Laitte Lighting Company, Ltd , in great variety, 
from ordinary^ kerosene and petrol lamps up to 
others representing practically the highest phases 
of illumination which have yet been produced 
apart from electricity' Some of them are equal 
if not superior to the ordinary electric lamps 

The De Laitte Lighting Company, Ltd , whilst 
being specialists in the equipment of laboratories 
with petrol-gas and oil-gas plants, are also 


suppliers of an enormous range of otlier goods, 
such as 

“ Delaitte ” petiol gas pioducei-s 
“ Delaitte ” high speed fans 
“ Bohndei’s ” ciaide oil engines 
“ Monitoi ” stoves and blow lamps 
Domestic electnc appliances 
Scientific apparatus and chemicals 
Pocket electnc lamps and torches , 

High class tools of all kinds for engineers and coa 

ti actors, etc 

“ Delaitte ” oil gas apparatus 
“ Delaitte ” ice machines 
“ Evening Stai ” petrol lampware 
“ FE " pill and tablet making mnehmes 
Grinding machinery 
Gas appliances 

Gas mantles and glassware Unnihi 

The business was established in 1907 1 
Road, whence it was removed some year 
to Apollo Street, and in 1922 to its .. 

tion The telegraphic address is „ 
Bombay, and the codes used are „ 
edition. Western Union, Duograpli, an 


KIAN GWAN and CO (INDIA), LTD , 

1 HE business of Messrs Kian Gwan and Co , 
India, Ltd , is a subsidiary of the Handel 
Maatschappij “ Kian Gwan,” of Semarang, Java, 
which was established in 1883 by Major O Oei 
Tiong Ham, who died in June, 1924, at Singapore 
That highly -esteemed and wealthy gentleman was 
^er^ capable in all his allairs Under his direction 
the business became one of the largest Chinese 
undertakings in Java The company own five 
sugar factories, which have an annual production 
of 1,100,000 picals, and their plantations occupy 
approximately an area of about 2,000 bouws each 
1 hev have also rubber and coffee plantations and 
mills They are exporters of sugar, rubber, tea, 
hides, skins", and copra, and are also very exten- 


ehangir Wadia Building, Esplanade Road 

sive importers of rice, sulphate 
bags, fertilisers, and general ^ of 

They have a fleet of steamers, under 
Heap Eng Moh, running between Java, o s 
Rangoon, and China They "'i" g fkm, 

1 4-U^ imrppnip'ino’ UCI j r* 


in Semarang r _ I,n\f 

Messrs Kian Gwan and Co , n at 

been established since 1925, and lav ^ 

Calcutta The manager at Bombay 
Kan Tiong Ham, and at Calcut 
man The telegraphic address is ^ 
and the codes used are the A 
Lieber’s, and Bentley ’s 
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KING and CO . Booksellers. Ne>\'^agents. Stationers, etc , 215. Badri Mahal, Hornb\ Road 


Mr^sRs King ind Co ‘^pecnhse so much in the 
siipph of newspapers tliat tiiere is no firm in India 
surpassimr them in quickness of delnen, or 
uni\crsaht\ of publication L^ cr\ thing- tint can 
be utilised for the CNpediiion of their actuitics m 
that connection is taken ad\ intage of bi the firm, 
who are prepared to deh\cr reg-ularl\ copies of ani 
paper, magazine or periodical, from an\ part of 
the world, to order 

The rapiditN with whicn the\ reccne their 
supplies of newspapers is a characteristic also of 
their book business Thc\ are in receipt of the 
latest and most popular \olumes as soon as thc^ 
can be brought from England b\ the mail steamers 
direct after pubhcatioi \ erv interesting is their 
assortment of literature It i« so comprehensue 


that It meets eien. taste and requirement Irom 
the most sensational noiels to the profoundest 
works of philosophy and science The knowledge 
embraced b\ the stock of books in Messrs King 
and Co s premises is the knowledge of the ages 
Thc\ also supply picture postcards, stationery , 
olnce requisites, fine art pictures, photo frames, 
etc in abundant \ariet\ 

The business was started in 1895 by the sole 
propnetor Mr D S King, in connection with 
pictures and picture framing House furnishing 
and decoration \ ere also added, but e\entually 
these departments were discarded when Mr King 
turned his attention to the bookselling and 
stationer! trade 


SINCERA WATCH COiAIPANY, 

Watch Manufacturers and Jewellers, Proprietors D R PUNDOLE and SONS Hornbv Road 


Evert decade sees man\ changes in customs and 
fashions and these effect corresponding changes 
in commerce and indu'^try The f^tablishments of 
watchmakers and jewellers for instance in Bom- 
ba! and elsewhere m India are not stocked as the\ 
used to be In former years jewellery was much 
worn b\ ladies and gentlemen but in these greatly 
altered times when m iscuhne tastes hate changed 
m regard to personal adornment and feminine 
apparel and hirsute ornamentation hate been 
reduced to the utmost limit e\er\ thing is made 
subsertaent to utility , so that the indispensable 
watch IS now called upon for accuract and fidelity 
of service as never bffore m the historv of its 
production Therefore it is that the Sincera 
M atch Co while of course stocking jew ellerv in 
considerable vainety specialise in the supph of 
time-keepers of even description An inspection 
of the extraordinarv wade range of their watches 


provides an object lesson in the wonderful perfec- 
tion wuth which watches are now made as well as 
their exquisite designs, from tiny wnst watches 
studded with diamonds, which only the wealthy 
can purchase down to the plainest watches for the 
individual who has to scrunnise carefully every 
rupee before spending it and to whom, moreover 
time-keeping reliability in a watch is a matter of 
verv great importance The company are im- 
porters from Switezrland England and Germany 
and have an office at Chau\ De Fonds, Swatzer- 
land 

The Sincera Watch Co was taken over in 
1913 bv Messrs Pundole and Sons who 
nave been established in 1SS6, and whose founder, 
Mr R Pundole died in 1925 The present pro- 
prietor IS his son Mr X D Pundole The tele- 
graphic address is “ Pickett ' Bombav 


PHIROZE M DASTOOR and CO , Oculists and Manufacturing Opticians 379, Hombv Road 


Sight is the most remarkable of all our senses, 
because of the special nature of the impression it 
receives the compheated nature of its apparatus, 
2nd the variety and value of the mformation it 
affords regarding extemal objects Unfortunately , 
hov ev er the troubles to w hich the ey es are sub- 
jected are many and insidious, and it is an un- 
doubted fact that manv people have defective 
signt who are totallv unconscious of it This 
^consciousness often leads to serious results , 
hence the value of a consultation with a specialist, 
which may be the means of preventing great 
nusery and loss But there are inaividu^s who 
are aware of their visual defect and tnrough ignor- 
ance Or indifference make no effort to remedv it 
aatil irreparable mischief is done and their repent- 
ance is accentuated bv grievous reflection of the 
rnight hav e been ’ There is no excuse for such 
aegiect m Bombav in view of the service and 
^p^ies provnded so efficientiv by Messrs Pniroze 
Dastoor and Co Sight testing, for instance 
's earned out bv them wnth great care bv experts 
? 2 


aided by modem contrivances for the detecnon and 
remedy mg of every phase of imperfect vnsion 
Their premises and workshop are excellentlv 
equipped with everything pertaining to the trade 
and there is no prescription however uncommon 
or difficult w hich Messrs Phiroze M Dastoor and 
Co are not able to fulfil wnth the utmost expedi- 
tion and skiU Their large staff includes qualified 
oculists w ho w ere trained in London hospitals and 
the firm have the honour of special apjiointment 
to successive Governors of Bomoay* mcludmg 
H E the Rt. Hon Sir Leslie Wilson H H the 
Maharaja Gaekvad of Baroda, and H H. the 
Maharaja Scindhia Bahadur of Gvalio” 

The firm transact a large wholesale as well as 
retail trade in optical goods of every description 
Tneir business was established m iSoS ov Afr 
Phiroze M Dastoo- and since his deatn m 192^ 
It has been earned on by his aaopted son Mr 
Khorshed Dastoo-, vho is one of tne ablest and 
most experienced ocuhsts in Incia. 



5tAPOKT5 OP IINDIA Ar^D CEypON. 
PATHE-INDIA, Pathe Building, Ballard Estate 


The influence and potentiality of the cinemato- 
graph are beyond computation Although only 
about twenty-five years have elapsed since the 
first moving picture was shown, the cinema in- 
dustry has undergone truly amazing development, 
and enters more intimately into the lives of the 



people than any other recreation As an educator 
and disseminator of knowledge, an amusement 
that easily takes first place in the world’s popu- 
larity, and of enormous and universal power for 
good or evil, the cinematograph is one of the most 
wonderful and momentous of all inventions 

The first workable cinema machine was made 
by an Englishman, and its sale to Mr Charles 
Path^ w^as the practical foundation of the illustrious 


firm of Pathd-Fr^sres, whose films are so unuer 
sally prominent and popular Messrs Path^ 
hreres, whose head offices and factories are at 
Pans, have branches in all parts of the world 
In 1907 they opened an establishment at 
Calcutta, but the cinema had not then obtained 
favour in India as it nad elsewhere, and it was not 
until 1910 that a real start could be made in the 
industry m the peninsula A small ofhce was then 
opened at Bombay, and since tliat time thedeiclop- 
ment of the Pathd interests throughout the Indian 
Empire has kept in line avith the remarkable ex 
pansion of the cinema industry and the important 
part It now plays in the lives of the people The 
original smMl Pathd office in Bombaj has been 
replaced b}^ the commodious Pathd Buildmtr, 
Ballard Estate, built in 1918, and there arc noi'' 
branches of the business at Madras, Delhi, Lahore, 
Rangoon, and Calcutta The founder of Pathd 
India and the sole concessionaire for tlic Pithd 
films in India, Burma, and Ceylon is Mr Alex 
ander Hague, •who has been connected with the 
Pathd interests there since 1917 He is alsodistri 
buter for the First National Picture Co , who con 
trol all the large theatres in the United States nnd 
hax’^e offices throughout the w'orld The Pathd 
building in Bombay has vaults specialh constructed 
for the storage of films, and is the onh establish 
ment of the kind in India Amongst its corn 
prehensive stock is a very large assortment of the 
celebrated Patlfd “ Babt ” films and equipment 
The telegraphic address of Messrs Pathd India 
and the First National Picture Co is “ Pathd, 
Bomba) 'The code used is Bentlex’s 


SCHMIDT, SCHIFFER and CO , Manufacturers’ Representatives, York Building, Hornby Road 


Germaji commercial enterprise in Bombay and Cal- 
cutta has a noteworthy example in the business of 
Messrs Schmidt, Schiffer and Co , ■which xvas 
started in 1927, and is a branch of Messrs Hecht, 
Pfeiffer and Co , the well-knoxvn Berlin firm who 
have been established for about seventy years and 
whose trade extends throughout the world 
Messrs Schmidt, Schiffer and Co are sole agents 
in India for sixty-four of the leading manufacturers 
in Germany, so that they hax’-e an exceptionally 
large range of supplies in machinery, beer, 
mechanical toys, piece-goods, paper, chemicals. 


sundries, and, indeed, goods of ex^r) 

The partners in Messrs Schmidt, Schifler . 
are Mr C E Schmidt, xxdio is m f f,er 

Calcutta office, and Dr G Schiffer, who ° 
the firm’s interests at Bombay The) 
an office at Madras, and their agents m 
as follows Nusserxvanjee and Co , Co , 

Rahman, Amritsar, Bombay-Delhi Trading Co , 

Messrs Schmidt, Schiffer and Co s lei ^ i 
address is “ Hechtusa,” and the co 
them are Bentley’s, Rudolph Mosse, an p 


MERWANJEE POONJIAJEE and SONS, 

Manufacturers of East Indian Condiments, 96, Frere Road 

earned on since its inception in 1876 ’I* ’ I* 
premises at 96, Frerc Road In t a 
well-trained workers are employed chuiaf'' 

ture of all kinds of prcscrx'es, sue 1 a 
curry poxvder, jams, jellies or'' 

the output is eloquently xindicate 

other medals, etc , awarded to the rm • 
Exhibitions in Europe and America 


Europeans ■xxho reside in India for any’’ JengTh of 
time generally acquire a liking for the condiments 
made there, and xxdien they leave for Europe or 
elsewhere thex are able to continue their culinary'^ 
tastes because of the fact that the well-known pro- 
ductions of IMessrs Merxxanjee Poonjiajee and 
Sons are procurable throughout the world 

The business of that firm is the oldest and 
largest of its kind m Western India, and has been 
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BHARAT FLOORING TILES COMPANY, 
IManufacturers, Morarbhai Building, 47, Apollo Street 


Ihe business of llie Bhfirat Flooring Tiles Co is 
the onh one of its kind in Bomba^ , and the pro- 
gress it has made since it was started m 1922 is a 
notewortln cx.imple of Indian enterprise and 
abilit\ in the production of goods that are more 
than holding their own against foreign competi- 
tion The firm s factor^ at Uran, across the 
harbour of Bomba\ , gi\ cs cmplo\ ment to about 150 
persons The tiles made there are practicall} un- 
limited in pattern, for while the company possess 
a large number of diflercnt standard designs of 
beautiful chromatic effects, the^ are not restricted 
thereto, but are ready to manuf.acture to order any 
special or uncommon patterns that ma^ be desired 
A. feature of these tiles —and also of the skirtings, 
dados, etc — is that the colours reach such a depth 
that the tiles are practicalh e\ erlasting, wdiilst the 
colours impro\e verv considcrabU as time goes on 
The\ are also easj to lay if the instructions of the 
manufacturers are followed, whilst the cost is con- 
siderabh less than that of the imported article 
The floor and surround of the \arious rooms of 
the Breach Cand\ Baths is composed of Bhfirat 
tiles, and the actual surround of the pool is formed 
of a special non-slipping checkered tile Amongst 
the man} other buildings in which the BhSrat 
floor tiles ha^c been laid are the Maharaja of 
Baroda’s Jai Mahal Palace on Hornby Vellard, 
Mrs Flora Sassoon’s bungalow on Ridge Road, 
Jehangir Building, and tJie National Bank exten- 
sion on Esplanade Road, Petit Building on Homb\ 
Road, the Baroda Bank, the operating theatre of 
the new G I P Railwaj Hospital at B\culla, 


Mahomedbho^ Datoobhoy’s bungalow on Pedder 
Road, two new' buildings on Queen’s Road, oppo- 
site Marine Lines Station , wdiilst on the outskirts 
of Bombay Bhflrat tiles haye been fitted at St 
Andrcw'’s School in Bandra, the Ismailia College 
at Andheri, the new' power house at Dharayi, the 



MORARBHAI BUILDING, 

containing the offices of the Bharat Flooring Tiles Co 
IS an interesting relic of the ISth Centurj for it \>’as the 
residence of the Governor of Bombaj from 1757 to 1829 
Governor Jonathan Duncan died there in 1811 The 
building vvas used as the Secretariat from 1829 until 1873 

Bomba} Yacht Club, and the Municipal Com- 
missioner’s bungalow' 

The company ha^e anotlier factor}' at Karachi 
under the name of Nusserwanjee and Co The 
telegraphic address at Bombay is “ Entente,” and 
the codes used are Bentle} ’s and the ABC 5th 
edition 


MADORINA WATCH COMPANY, LTD 

It is an interesting fact that full} So per cent of 
the watches of the w'orld are of Swiss manufac- 
ture T, he leading W'atch firms in Bombay are of 
that nationaht} , including the Iiladonna Watch 
Oo , Ltd , whose supplies present as great a 
vanet} of timekeepers as can be found in India 
That company are not limited to high-class 
"watches, but deal in e\er} kind, from the cheapest 
examples to the finest that can be desired They 
specialise in watches, and their trade extends 


, Standard Building, 336, Hornby Road 

throughout the Peninsula In their establishment 
at 336, Hornb} Road repairs to timekeepers of 
e\er}' kind are skilfulh executed by a staff of 
experts 

The business w'as established in 1912 by Mr 
H Madonna, and succeeded so w'ell that in 1916 
It W'as formed into that of a limited liabilit} corn- 
pan} w'lth Mr Madonna as managing director 
Its cable address is “ Madonna,” Bomba} 


BENNETT and CO , Auctioneers, etc , 120, Apollo Street 


The business of Messrs Bennett and Co w'as 
^tablished in 1S37, the }ear of the death of 
ilham the Fourth and tlie accession of Queen 
' *utoria to the throne The firm’s premises, with 
their original stone floor, used to be legal cham- 
bers, and the building dates back for hundreds of 
lears, so that in the offices of Messrs Bennett 
und Co there are man} impressions of the past 
}\hen Bomba} was utterh different from what it 
'h Throughout the intervening decades 

me firm ha\e conducted sales of propertv of e\erv 
descnption just as the\ still do The goods that 
pass through their hands represent the entire 


range of human requirements — houses, land, fur- 
niture, piece-goods, merchandise relating to dis- 
honoured bills, bankruptcies, motors, horses, 
carnages, etc The firm’s long experience of their 
aiocation m Bomba} natural!} has given them a 
thorough understanding of ' local values ana 
potentialities 

The present proprietor of the business is Mr 
Framjee Cowasjee Bennett, who has spent his 
entire career m it, a matter of fiftv-two vears, and 
is a grandson of the founder,' Mr Pestoniee 
Suklajee Bennett ^ 
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PARISIAN DAIRY COMPANY, 1, Tamarind Lane, Fort 

In no country in the world is there greater neces- exposed in brass receptacles tlirouo-], thr 

sity for the exercise of care in connection with by Indian milkmen catering to the masses 1 

milk than India In view of the continual dangers started in igii, and the excellence of its seni 

of contamination that ever threaten in the climate and supplies has developed it considerabli n 

and conditions obtaining in Bombay, for instance, company have now between 300 and 400 head of 

cattle at their dairy farm at Byculla, where the 
animals are kept in clean and healthi surround- 
ings Very great care is taken m the milkin? and 
bottling operations The total output of milk is 
about 60 maunds, or 600 gallons, and is despatched 
m glass bottles with new patent seals that cannot 
be tampered with fraudulently, and are a threat 
improvement upon all previous precautions taken 
in the same connection The company’s clientele 
is very large, and extends from Colaba to Bandra 
They supply many of the principal hotels, clubs, 
and homes, etc , in Bombay 

At an exhibition of foods and household requi 
sites of Indian production held in the Town Hall, 
Bombay, in 1917, the company were awarded a 
diploma of merit for their general display of daii) 
PREMISES OF PARISIAN DAIRY CO products They have the honour of appointment 

as caterers to H R H the Prince of Wales and 
the business of the Parisian Dairy Co is worthy the Duke of Connaught The proprietors are two 
of all praise because of the methods by which it is brothers, Messrs Pirozesha and Shavakshi 
conducted and the contrast these provide to the Mistry One of the founders was their brother, 

really dreadful manner in which milk is earned, Mr Manekjee Sorabjee, who died in 1922 

PEARSE and CO , Confectioners and Caterers, Apollo Street 

Messrs Pearse and Co have every reason to be speciality for which Messrs Pearse and Co liaic 

proud of the fame which they have attained as long been celebrated 'Ihe} have the honour of 

bakers, confectioners, and caterers, and the im- having been appointed confectioners to succcssnc 

portant r 61 e which their business plays in the daily Governors of Bombay, and they have been avvarde 

loutine of life in Bombay It was established in at various Exhibitions gold medals for the high 

1872, and during the intervening decades has quality of their productions 

contributed much to local necessities and pleasure The firm’s well-known establishment in /ipollo 

Messrs Pearse and Co are the leading bakers m Street is a popular rendezvous for first-rate mci ^ 

the city', and are Armv and Navy contractors and refreshments Mention must not be onn c 

They emplov about 100 persons Their bakery is of their famous tea and coffee, which are 

equipped with an excellent plant of machinery', by them in one pound and half-pound pac ag , 

and it is the only' one in the city' with patent smoke- and command a large sale ,^1 

less ovens Its daily' output of bread is 250 The resources of the firm as caterers ^ 
maunds (7,000 lbs ), which is supplied to hospi- to all requirements, and they 

tals and other institutions and a large number of readiness at all times to undertake the k 

pnv'ate residences All kinds of delicious biscuits, contracts in that connection Bipuj' 

cakes, and confectionerv are also made by them The proprietor of the business is t r 

Wedding cakes of all sizes and sty'les are a Dorabji Daruvala, who took it over m 19-/ 



ERUCH D ENGINEER and CO„ 

Machmerv, Mill, and Gin Stores Importers and Suppliers, 95, Apollo Street 


Messrs Eruch D E>gixeer anti Co have been 
established since 1907, and are well-known 
throughout India, for they have a staff of 
travellers constantly “ on the road ” m that 
countrv The firm are specialists in the importa- 
tion and supply of machinery , machine tools mill 
and gm stores, beltmefs, etc , and are noted for 
the low cost at which they sell these The reason 
of that achiev ement is because one of the partners, 
Mr D D Engineer, visits Europe every six 
months, and makes a thorough tour of investiga- 
tion at the best sources of supo.y oi the goods m 


which they deal They purchase Hv 

manufacturers and s ive middlemen s pr 
the system they adopt thev are also 
keep in touch with the latest 1”'*^ 
improvements associated with thcr 
so that their customers have all t ^ ‘ .. i,f(. 

accruing therefrom It is not surpo ' ^^,,1 

fore, that the firm transact a f,, ,5 

increasing trade Their ..stil k' 

" Oilengines,” Bombav, ^ and 

them arc Bentlev ’s and the An d 


editions 
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EASTERN WATCH COAIPANY, 231, Hornby Road 

Xe\eu has accurauN in Hint been more importani supcr\ision, and the utmost reliance may be placed 


tinn in these stionuous da\s m which seicntific 
appliances operate in all depaitments of aetnit) 
with a prceision altogether be\ond the lange of 
reirardcd possibililt m former generations The 
modern timc-kccper is utilised for purposes that 
ne\er entered into the imagination of people a 
few decades ago, and the sttle of watches has 
\astl} changed also from what the\ used to be 
The assortment of them kept b\ the Eastern 
Watch Co , for instance, is an interesting and 
instruetnc object lesson in the great \ariete of 
designs now in popular fat our These are all the 
more notewortln bee lUse of the fact that thet 
represent the best French, German, and, of course, 
Swiss makers, so that the inditidual who is desir- 
ous of obtaining a reliable time-keeper at moderate 
cost, as well as persons who want something out 
of the common in wrist or pocket watches and of 
superior quahtt, will find the issortment of the 
Eastern Watch Co well calculated to meet the 
most fastidious requirements 

E\er\ good watch requires periodical cleaning 
and o\ erhauhng Mant a \ aluable wfateh has been 
ruined b\ being entrusted for that purpose and 
for repairs to unreliable firms emploting ine\- 
penenced workmen The Eastern Watch Co 
hate a large staff of experts, under European 


in the perfection of their work, w'hich embraces 
e\ cr\ thing pert lining to wmtehes and clocks The 



HORNBY ROAD, SHOWING PREMISES OF 
EASTERN WATCH CO 


business was established in 1925, and the firm have 
a branch at Gene^a The telegraphic address is 
“\ogela,” Bomba\, and the code used is the 
ABC 5th edition 


SYKES and PATKER, Architects, Cnil Engineers, and Surveyors, 106, Medows Street, Fort 


There is no business which demonstrates more 
strikmgh the fact that thoughts are things than 
one like that of Messrs S\kes and Patker E\en 
building, for instance, must be created m all its 
details on the mental plane before it can take shape 
materialb As architects, Messrs Sjkes and 
Patker ha\ e done much excellent w ork in Bomba\ 
and elsewhere, including the designing of office 


buildings and residences in Bombax, bungalows, 
temples, mosques, sanatoria, factories and mills, 
both in Bomba) and the Presidenc) 

1 he present members of the firm are Mr H J 
S)kes, BA, L C E , MR San I (London) , Mr 
M S Patker, B A , L C E , and Mr P iM Patker, 
A R I B A (London), AMI Sruct E (England) 


DINSHAW M DASTOOR and CO , 


Oculists and Manufacturing Opticians, 

The wonderful progress made b^v opticians m 
recent \ ears m the rectification of \ isual errors is 
certamb amongst the most beneficial achiece- 
nients of science Those whose e^es are perfect 
cannot readil) realise the horrors of blindness, and 
so take the inestimable blessing of good sight as 
a matter of course But the e)es are the most 
delicate organs we possess, and a \er'. slight 
injun or a ^er) slight illness ma) lead, if 
neglected, to the most terrible consequences A 
surprising number of people wear glasses, but 
many of them not the nght glasses Wrong 
glasses are worse than none at all The) are a 
constant strain and a source of permanent injur\ 
to the e)es Onh scientific examination can 
determine what glasses are required, and in this 
laudable sphe'e of actn it) Messrs Dmshaw M 
Dastoor and Co operate, bringing all that optical 
science has produced for the prcN ention and 
correction of imperfect MSion withm the reach of 


71, Esplanade Road and Medows Street 

the people of Bomba) at moderate prices There 
is no pecuhant^ of impaired vision w Inch the) can- 
not alleMate, and the lenses the) suppl) to suit 
each indnidual case are as \aned as requirements 
can make them Sight-testing is an important 
feature of their work, and the) ha\e ecerathmer 
necessars for its perfection ' ' ^ 

In their workshops behind the front establish- 
ment about fifteen persons are emplo\ed No 
business of tlie kind m India is more ablv con- 
trolled It was established in iSS;- b\ Dr D 
Dastoor, and m course of time passed into the 
possession of his brother, Mr R :m Dastoor 
father of the present proprietors, Dr H 'r’ 
Dastoor, L :M tk S , and Mr N R Dastoor 
FS^rC,riO,FXAO (London) 

The latter has the honour of being a Freeman 
of the Citr of London through his professional 
qualifications Under such expert direction it is 
not surprising that the firm are unsurpassed an\- 
where for their seiwice and supplies 
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REMBRANDT STUDIO, 251, Hornby Road, opposite Lloyds Bank 
VANDYKE STUDIO, 130, Esplanade Road, opposite Clock Tower 


Names of business places are not always fitly 
chosen Many bear mo relation nor suitability 
whatever to the nature of the concerns they are 
meant to distinguish , but some are excellently 
m harmony with the work done and the aspirations 
behind it Thus, for instance, no designations 
could be chosen for photographic studios more 
eloquently suggestive of superlative merit m por- 
traiture than those of two of Bombay’s most 
popular undertakings of that character, viz , the 
Rembrandt Studio and the Vandyke Studio, at the 
addresses indicated above Rembrandt, who 
died in i66g, was one of the greatest of the Dutch 
school of painters Vandyke, who was bom at 
Antwerp, studied under Rubens in Italy, became 
another of the most celebrated masters of 
portraiture, and was knighted and pensioned by 
Charles I of England When these great artists 
lived photography, of course, was unknown, and 


did not come into existence until tmrards the end 
of the first half of the 19th centun , but the saire 
ideals and aspirations that gave to the famoes 
painters of old the divine discontent enth medi 
ocrity and the imperious urge towards the 
perfection in which it has its greatest measure of 
expression, may truly be said to be in operalm 
in the studios mentioned Unfortunatclj, art in 
these strenuous days is demarcated by financial 
considerations, and the productions of photo- 
graphy, like those of every other department of 
artistic endeavour, must be regulated according)! , 
nevertheless, for a very moderate expenditure 
there may be obtained in the Rembrandt and 
Vandyke studios portraits of every description, 
from exquisite miniatures to beautiful life size and 
hfe-like paintings in oils framed in any matenal 
to suit the most varied tastes 


VISRAM BROS , Importers and Exporters, 12, Rampart Row, Fort 


The development which has been attained in the 
manufacture and use of artificial silk is truly' re- 
markable Although the material is not to be 
compared with natural silk for wearing quality, it 
is, of course, much cheaper and, therefore, very 
popular in India, where it is specially adapted for 
the garments of the people Messrs Visram Bros 
are importers of artificial silk yarn, also piece- 
goods, dyms, and chemicals, coal, coke, and pig- 
iron, mill stores and engineering requisites They 
are owners and operators of the business carried 
on under the name of Vinzy, Wolf and Co , of the 
same address, and are agents for Fred S Walms- 
ley and Co , Accrington, belting, and Kunsterde 
Vertriets Gesellschaft, Steckbon, Switzerland 
The business was established in 1909 by the 
present partners, Messrs A H and M H 
Visram, brothers, whose family were founders and 
proprietors of the large and influential concern 
formerly carried on under the name of Visram, 


Ebrahim and Co , general merchants, and now 
known as Visram Bros That firm were the 
pioneers of the rice trade between Rangoon, 
CaJeutta, and Bombay, and eventually their opera 
tions in it exceeded that of any otlier house Tlic) 
owned a steamship line and mills at Calcutta and 
Bombay' Mr Fazulbhoy Visram, C I E , uncle 
of the brothers Visram already mentioned, ws 
very prominent and influential in Bombay , hc'W^ 
a member of the Legislative Council, acted kr 
Government at Pans, was President of the flom 
bay Corporation, Chairman of the Standing Com 
mittee. Chairman of the Bombay Telephone 0 
and the Oriental Government Security Life Msu 
ance Co , a member of the Bombay ’ 

etc The telegraphic address of 
Bros IS ” Vizy,” and the codes used by then ■ 
Scott’s loth edition, ABC 5 tl' 
Bentley’s, and private 


THE INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING AGENCY, 

As life indicates motion and motion life, so there- 
fore the transit of merchandise in greater or less 
bulk IS an accurate indication of the life of com- 
merce , and without the variation of demand and 
supply connoted thereby enterprise would languish 
and initiative pass away In the handling of goods 
of ex'Cry description and in all the activities of 
shipping, clearing, passage, insurance, and 
freight agents The International Shipping Agency 
operate xxith commendable abihtx Not only are 
they ready at all times to undertake anything m 
xxhich thorough acquaintance with local conditions 
is a prime essential, but to carry through with tact 
and discretion any proposition that can come 
within the range of their actixities Their ex- 
perience of Port regulations is duly taken advan- 


Narandas Building, Sprott Road, Ballard Est 

tage of, and is invaluable to those 

to devote the time and attention r (-,rgof‘ 

reception, warehousing, and despatc 

of every description thmuirhout il- 

The concern represents firms t ^ 
world, and was founded m 1916 by ' , yi'V 
prietor, Mr Robert Charles Aran la, nf 

experience of local business iTmon 

banking He it was who floated il<- 

of India in 1920 Mr Aranha ^ j,n,| it' 
Royal Economic Society of ,t- 

London Association of Accoun a 
Associate of the Institute ^ ^ << Mildi’ 

His telegraphic and cable f tl,c A B 
Bombay fand the codes used bv him arc 

£;th and 6th editions 
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HAIPRESS IRON and BRASS WORKS, Connaught Road, Byculla 


Tilt onU Indian firm of manufacturing engineers 
in Bomba} wlio actuall} make parts of machiner\ 
IS that of tlie Empress Iron and Brass AVorks, 
which was founded in tlie latter part of the iptli 
centllr^ b^ the late Mr Buijorji Pestonji Re- 
porter He commenced his business in a com- 
paratneh small way, but the excellence of bis 
workmanship soon led to its development, and m 
fi^e ^ears he was compelled to remove into larger 
premises in Connaught Road, B\culla Tliese 
ha^e since been considerably enlarged and im- 
pro\ ed, and now cover o\ er an area of 6,000 square 
Yards, almost opposite to the famous Victoria 
Gardens, and within a few' minutes’ w'alk of the 
B} culla railwa} station 

Mr Reporter died in igo6, and w'as succeeded 
by his si\ sons, each of wdiom makes a speciahV 
of the management of one branch of the w'orks, 
and controls it personalh , thereb} giving particu- 
lar attention to tbe various details as they come 
under his notice 

The establishment comprises shops for engi- 
neers, mechanics, fitters, blacksmiths, pattern- 
makers, together wntb iron and brass foundries, 
offices, and a number of sheds and stores The 
engineering shops are fully equipped with all 
necessar} modem machiner}', which is driven by a 
7 vh p electric motor, wdiile a second motor and 
oil engine have been installed for use in case of 
emergenc^ 

The firm specialise in repairing work and in the 
manufacture of entire machines and of all spare 


parts They undertake to turn out machinery 
requisites for cotton mills, ginning and pressing 
factories and motor cars , and a large amount of 
work IS carried out in modern engineering, 
chielly in repairs to steamers and launches Cast- 
ings either of brass or iron, and of all sizes up to 
fi\c tons in w'eight, can be made in the foundry 
The firm specialise in structural work, and have in 
a ver} creditable manner erected several hand- 
some structures in Bombay They have arrange- 
ments with the owners of most of the cotton mills 
in Bombay and the Mofussil for carrying out re- 
pairs to machinery and for furnishing spare parts 
w'henever required, while as contractors they 
supply building and otlier materials to various 
raihvay companies, and indirectly to the Public 
Works Department 

There is a branch of the business at Abdul 
Rehaman Street, P}dhonie, a thickly populated 
business centre of the city 

All emplo} ees obtained locally are trained in the 
works Some of the men have been with the firm 
for twenty to thirty years The majority of those 
in the mechanics’ shops are Parsis, with whom 
specially favourable arrangements as to appren- 
ticeship are made and to whom various encourage- 
ments are given The total number of persons 
now employed in the business is about 200 

Gold and silver medals for mill-gear castings 
w^ere aw'arded to the Empress Iron and Brass 
AVorks at the Bombay and Gujarat Industrial 
Exhibitions 


RUSSELL STUDIOS, 

It is not generally realised that a photographic 
portrait, unlike an oil-painting or a reproduction 
b} means of printers’ ink, is an actual emanation 
of the person represented, a real condensation and 
impression of the individual life force that may 
endure long after the physical personality has 
ceased to exist That fact imparts a much greater 
importance and interest to the personal photograph 
than enters into the consciousness of the unin- 
formed or unreflective Great indeed are the im- 
provements w'hich have been effected in photo- 
graphic science during recent years, and they are 
Well manifested in the Russell Studios, where 
highly qualified experts produce work that w'ould 
he a great surprise indeed to the photographers of 

THE JAPANESE AlUSEUM 

Bombay is full of attractive shops, but the interest- 
mg one entitled The Japanese Museum, in York 
Building, Hornb} Road, is wuthout duplicate in the 
o>t\, and is well worth a visit b} ever} one desirous 
of \iewmg or obtaining any of tlie quaint and 
artistic curios and art goods of Japan This 
uncommon shop is rightly named, and in its 
greatly assorted stock tlie MSitor is sure to find 
something that wall specially appeal for omamen- 
ation or utility Silk, for instance, Japan’s 
’"'Chest export, small in bulk but hea\ } in \ alue, is 


iurchgate Street, Fort 

a few^ decades ago The artistic and up-to-date 
methods by wffiich portraiture is exemplified there 
are the result of the knowledge and experience 
that have accumulated since the introduction of 
the crude preliminary process of photography in 

1839 

The Russell Studios were established m 1925 by 
Mr A\r G Payne, whose long practical experi- 
ence in photography well qualified him for the 
undertaking All the w^ork in the studios is under 
his personal supervision, and the charming 
examples of the firm’s capabilities in their show- 
rooms include portraits of every description from 
miniatures up to life-size oil paintings 

, York Building, Hornby Road 

there seen in all the colours of the rainbow so 
also IS the beautiful satsuma and other porcelain 
productions of the “ Land of the Rising Sun,” 
together wuth all manner of alluring and service- 
able articles for purposes innumerable The busi- 
ness w as established in igo6 b} Air M J Jamsetji 
at Poona, and succeeded so well that in 1916 the 
Bomba\ establishment was opened and became the 
headquarters The telegraphic address is 
” Museum ” 
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DUKE and SONS, Aerated Water Manufacturers, British Hotel Lane, Apollo Street 


Messrs Duke aed Soes are quenchers of much of 
the thirst m Bombay There are more than S,ooo 
restaurants in that city, and a large proportion of 
these are supplied by Messrs Duke and Sons, 
whose factory m British Hotel Lane, Apollo 
Street, was established in i88S, and is equipped 
with an up-to-date plant of machiner}’, including 
a plant for the manufacture of the carbonic acid 
gas used for the aeration of the waters This is 
an important and noteworthy feature, as it not 
infrequently happens that the c)linder gas used in 
other factories is often old The firm’s produc- 
tions comprise all the usual variety of non- 


alcoholic beverages, and the s}rups and Haiounn^r 
essences used in their manufacture are imponcd 
direct from the leading sources of suppli in 
England Every care is exercised b} the firm a 
the cleanliness of their operations The bott'e> 
are subjected to scrupulous sterilizing inside and 
out, and the attention paid by the firm m mam 
taming the high quality of their TOtcrs 
indicated by their “ Purit> ” trade mark, ninth 
IS very popular throughout Bombaj 

Many changes have occurred in the persomt! 
of the concern The present proprietors are Ihrrc 
brothers, Messrs C J R J , and B J Pantaki 


C M GOBHAI and CO., 

Manufacturers’ Representatives, Jehangir Wadia Building, 49, Esplanade Road 


The business of Messrs C M Gobhai and Co 
was established in 1926 under its present name 
by Mr C M Gobhai, who was formerly a part- 
ner in the firm of Messrs M Framrose and Co 
When that firm wms dissolved its agencies w'ere 
transferred to Mr Gobhai, and included the 
following 

Level Bros , Ltd , Taindon 

Benjamm Brooke L Co , Ltd , London 


Lever Bros , Ltd , Export Dept , Liveqiool, as 
Export Agents foi 
Vinojia Co , Ltd , London 
Blondeau et Cie, Ltd London 
Hodgsor A Simpson, Ltd , Liverpool 
R S Hudson, Ltd , Liverpool 
Angus Watson L Co , Ltd , Newcastle-on Tyne 
Planter"’ Products, Lta , Watford 


Johnsen A Jorgensen, Ltd , London 


Messrs C M Gobhai and Co also act as distn 
buters in Bombay for Bears’ cigarettes and 
tobacco In their premises in the Jehans;ir 
'Wadia Building are effectively displajed samples 
of the various commodities in which they operate 
— ^provisions, hardware, metals, etc Mr C 'll 
Gobhai has had long and extensive experience 0! 
commerce in Bombay, where he is well knovin and 
esteemed He employs a staff of travellers \itio 
place before the merchants throughout Bombav 
Presidency and neighbouring terntorj' the mam 
advantages accruing through their direct contact 
with the manufacturers, and are thus enabled lo 
keep in touch with the latest developments an 
improvements in each class of goods The firm s 
telegraphic address is “ Cogobhai,” and thcco fs 
used by them are the ABC ^th edition an 
Bentlev’s 


RANE, LTD , Proprietors of EMPIRE AUTOAIOBILES, Queen’s Road and New Queen’s 


Road 


No business in Bombay illustrates the enormous 
multiplicity of things associated with the motor 
trade more than that of Messrs Rane, Ltd , pro- 
prietors of Empire Automobiles, wdiose w'ell- 
known establishments in Queen’s Road and New 
Queen’s Road are earned on wuth specialisation m 
service and supplies that imparts to them indivi- 
dual distinction amongst their local con- 
temporaries The firm’s catalogue is a revelation 
of the infinity' of things w'hich have been produced 
for the enhancement of the pleasure and safety of 
motoring Year by year, indeed month by' month, 
new and better methods and contrivances are being 


invented in that connection, and Messrs . 
Ltd , receive these as quicklv us they 
obtained, so that their stocks are alwais a rc 
tion of the latest goods and, therefore, ^ 
popular amongst the motorists of a 
Included among the firm’s many agencies a 
celebrated Westinghouse batteries 

The business w'as started in 191 S ^'^^nmriit 
and has undergone very successful [.(r 

In 1919 the firm w'as formed into a I'milcd ba'” 

company The managing ^[.uerapfi"' 

T R G Iyer and C G Hangar The tcieg h 

address is “ Autow'orks,” Bombas 


CLIFTON and CO , Photographers, 

A FFi\ decades ago the art of photographs w'as 
crude and undes eloped in comparison ss'ith the 
range and perfection it has since attained, and 
to mans people in India it ss'as a ness' and 
marsellous accomplishment that ss'on their 
immediate admiration Esen sshen the busi- 
ness of Messrs Clifton and Co ss as established in 
1902 the wa\s and means of photographic science 
ssere practically in their pnmars stage, but since 
that time mans remarkable insentions and im- 
prosements in camera-,, chemicals, and printing 


Albert Building, Hornby Road rrrflp*" 

materials base res'olutiomsed 

.Messrs Clifton and Co are s cry able expon^ 

It in all Its branches, as is Remonstrated 

artistic examples of their A\ork m ^ . 

the Albert Building, Hornby 

examples include exquisite specimens 0 ^ ^ 

ments and oil paintings of all ^'^es ’e 

the honour of appointment to ^ ^ Ti- 

Sir Leslie Wilson, Gosernor oi 

manager of the business is Mr 



Impressions 

a laint, dark streak 
appeared on the liorizon, 
there was an immediate 
rush of passengers to the 
side of the stately B I 
\essel Within a few' 
minutes the indefinable 
blur of land sharpened as 
the boat steadih ap- 
proached the harbour A 
W'avmg fringe of palm- 
trees, e\tendmg as far as 
the eje could see south- 
w'ards, a thin white line 
where the breakers dashed 
sullenly against the sand 
and a background of 
quaintly towered and 
essentialU Eastern build- 


First 



‘•i&s gradually emerged from the softening effect 
of distance, standing sharply defined against a 
wonderful sk} , brilliant w'lth every colour in 
Nature’s inexhaustible palette, as the sun dropped 
sw'iftly westwards In that short space of time 
which IS so surprising to the new'comer to the 
East, the golden glow of sunset w'as replaced b} 
the dusk of approaching night , myriads of tw'ink- 
ing lights sprang into being as if b}' magic , the 
lighthouse tow'er flashed out its friendly w'aming , 
and, as the liner passed gently into the harbour, 
the mantle of night had descended 

t hus ma} the visitor from the sea be introduced 
to Madras His first impression cannot but be 
a\ourable, for the palm-fringed coast, w'lth its 
statel) buildings, presents a w'onderful picture , 
ut this good impression invariably \anishcs on 
0 oser acquaintance, and casual visitors are apt to 
^ve With a positive dislike of Madras To those 
o know and love the old citj , how ever, it is 
unequalled m India or, indeed, m the East 

s a matter of fact, \er\ few' people realise what 
Un interesting history Madras possesses It is 
no modem business cit\ of mushroom grow'th, but 
u loaiy' edifice built upon the foundation of 
ritish \alour and enteiprise If the stones of 

could speak, what 
onderful stories could the} tell — stories 


of business enterprise m every possible diffi- 
cult} and danger, of political intrigue, of 
treason and treacher}, of famine, w'ar, and 
death 

History 

More than three hundred years ago the East 
India Compaii} , conscious of the growing pow'er of 
the Dutch, and alarmed for the safety of their two 
recentl} established factories at Armagaum and 
Masulipatam, on the east coast of India, decided 
to seek fresh fields and pastures new To Francis 
Da\ , a comparatively insignificant employee, w'as 
given the task of finding a convenient and safe site 
for the Compan} ’s factory Francis Day may have 
been bom m obscurity and of no particular import- 
ance during his life, but his name will alw'ays find 
a place m national biographies, for he founded 
Madras, the third city of India 

The task of finding a site w'hich would fulfil the 
requirements of the Company, and, at the same 
time, lend itself to adequate safeguarding from 
the hands of the jealous French and Dutch, as 
w'ell as from hostile native interests, w'as no easy 
one, and it w'as only after a great deal of explora- 
tion that Day fixed upon a site adjoining the then 
thriving Portuguese settlement of San Thomd 
From the Rajah of Chandragin he purchased, on 
behalf of the Company, a tract of land on ’the 
coast, extending five miles from nortli to south, 
and one mile inland In the month of March] 
^^ 39 ) the factory was completed and w'lth it a 
fort, occupied b} loo men, which he christened 
Fort St George That fort, 400 yards long b\ 
100 deep, cost about ;!£'3,5oo It served its 
purpose, and w'lthm its protecting w'alls Day died 
in 1642 On this foundation, laid in times of 
stress and danger, has grow'n kladras, the seat of 
the Go\ernment of the Madras Presidenc}, and 
the home of more than half a million people’ 

Founded primarih as a fort, during the 17th 
centurv , Madras — or, as it was then, and is still 
offiaall} known as, Fort Sk George — more than 
justified Its existence Those were turbulent da\s 
indeed for the old East India Compan} A quaint 
combination of merchants, rulers, diplomats and 
warriors, the position of the East India Compan} 
was a peculiar one 


268 


5EAPORT5 OF INDIA AND CEYLON 


Two or three decades previously friction had 
arisen with tlie Dutch East India companies, who 
considered they had prior rights to the Far East 
There was undoubtedly some ground for their 
assumption, for their ascendency in the Indian 
Archipelago was firmly established on the basis of 
territorial dominion and authority It was from 
the Dutch, too, that the first offer of co-operation 
was made, but that offer was summarily refused, 
and the following years were fertile in disputes 
between the armed traders of both nations A 
“ treaty of defence,” drawn up to prevent disputes 
between the English and Dutch companies, had 
been latified in 1619, and was effective — literally 
— for about an hour The tieaty proved to be as 


town grew Native resentment at the interlererw 
of the foreigner had never been quelled, althoigh 
the successful defence of Surat, another of 
Company’s fortified factories, in 1664, liad laurh* 
the turbulent Mahrattas lasting lesson of rcsiwt 
for English valour 

At this time relations between the English and 
French were entirely friendly, despite the fact that 
Marlborough was trouncing the French n 
Flanders Thousands of miles away from the 
scene of the trouble, English and French mer 
chants still followed their business on terms of 
friendship 

This state of affairs continued practicall} unm 
terruptedly until 1744 — a year fraught mth di'as 



ST MARY'S CHURCH, FORT ST GEORGE, MADRAS 
(The oldest Protestant Church in India, consecrated In 16^; and In it Clive was married) 


valuable as the parchment upon which it was 
written, for hostilities continued as before 

This w'as the position which faced the East 
India Company during the early part of the 17th 
century The state of affairs at sea was as bad 
as on land, if not worse, and the Compan}'’s 
servants had to be prepared, at any moment, to 
meet their Dutch, French, and Portuguese rivals 
From this necessarily brief explanation of the 
position of the East India Company, it w'lll be 
seen that Madras, as the Company’s strongest 
possession in the South, w'as of last importance 
In 1689 the three great Presidencies of Bengal, 
Bombay and Madras were established, and it was 
only natural that the fort built by Francis Day 
half a century pre\iously should become the 
metropolis of the State It wms then that the real 
ruling career of the Compan\ began Trade 
increased steadih , although in the face of gra\e 
difficulties and dangers , and from a mere fort to 
protect two factories in the wilderness, a populous 


trous happenings for Madras In that 1 4,^ 
and England took opposite sides in | „|. 

Austrian succession While the % ,„nou 
land was fighting a losing battle a |,i, 

French commerce was experiencing ^ ^ j|.«. 

uncomfortable, not to say dangerous, ) ‘ 

hands of the English fleet at sea 
Itself, the French stronghold under 

was threatened with capture by the [,fn 

Commodore Barnett Such w’as the posi 
the Nawab of the Carnatic, pro essi ^ 
ested friendship for both nations, ® linn'll' 
mediator It was then that a 
smarting under a sense of _ fncli ^ 

result of a heav}' defeat at the han s o < ^ 
squadron, determined upon a ‘ 

September 18, 1746, the French batteries p 

fire on Madras ^uhniiirh 

It must be borne in mind that . • 

was the East India Company s Pf' yn'r''""' 
hold in South East India, the popu < 
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paratively small, and the g-arnson a\ailable to 
defend Madras against the attack of the French 
numbered 300 men, of whom at least onc-third 
nere cnihans Tlie result nas inevitable, the 
little English force fought \aliantly for three 
da}s, but, at the end of that period, CNhausted 
and considerably reduced in numbers, the garrison 
sunendered Thus, after many }cars of vicissi- 
tudes, gallant Madras was removed from the list 
of English settlements in India 

With the peace of Ai\-la-Chapcllc, in 1749, 
Madras became once more an English possession 
However far reaching the ellccts of that treat\ 
might ha\e been in Europe, its ellccts on India in 
general, and on Madras m particular, were com- 


paratively small, at least so far as guerilla war- 
fare was conceined The French, conscious of 
their own undoubted power, gave their ambitions 
full reign, and there gradually arose in Southern 
India a power which was an ever-present danger 
to the well-being, if not to the actual existence, of 
the East Indian Company With their Sepoys 
drilled to perfection, well armed and brilliantly 
cotnmanded, the French constituted a menace 
which the East India Company could not afford 
to disregard, and, accordingl}', native troops were 
sirnilarly trained The Company strengthened its 
defences, and, as an additonal precautionary 
Pleasure, sought alliances with neighbouring 
princes The French copied these tactics, and the 
position became interesting The disputed succes- 
^'on which ah\a3s formed a prominent feature of 
udian politics, and was the foundation of so much 
'"frigue, afforded ample opportunities to the rnal 


nations, and many and intriguing were the alli- 
ances formed with native princes by both sides, 
purely as precautionary measures When the 
French, guided by the brilliant Dupleix, succeeded 
in placing their nominee on the throne of Hydera- 
bad, thev became undoubted masters of the situa- 
tion in Southern India For the greater portion 
of the two years following the return of Madras 
to the English, the French held practically undis- 
puted sw'ay in South India, but in 1751 Colonel 
Clive, b) his brilliant defence of Arcot, overthrew 
Dupleix and, so doing, marked a turning point in 
Indian history 

It w'as peculiarly appropriate that Clive should 
have been primarily responsible for the overthrow 


of the French in Soutliern India Robert Clive 
had come out to Madras as a winter in the service 
of the Company, and, twm years later, had taken 
part in the vain defence of tliat settlement against 
the French When the fort surrendered, how- 
ever, he made his escape in disguise, and, desert- 
ing the desk for the parade ground, soon 
evinced those brilliant qualities which W'ere later 
to have such a far-reaching effect on Indian 
histor) 

Throughout Clive’s honourable career, however, 
his defence of Arcot stands supreme It w^as at 
his owm request that he w'as allowed b} the 
Go\ ernor of iMadras, in i 75 tj to attempt to save 
Tnchinopoly b\ a bold dash against Arcot With 
a force totalling onlj 500 Englishmen and Sepoj s 
a few' officers and tliree guns, Cine made his wav 
to the gates of '\rcot A hea\3 thunderstorm was 
in progress, and, under its co\er, he captured the 
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fort His magnificently organised and commanded 
defence, which held out for seven weeks against 
the lepeated attacks of ten thousand native 
troops, marks him as one of the finest generals 
the world has ever produced This magnificent 
feat was the beginning of the end for the French 
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The war in the Carnatic lingered fitfully for two 
years With the capture of Pondicherry in 1760, 
England’s last European rival for supremacy in 
India was defeated, and the East India Company 
entered upon a period of security and prosperit} 
such as It had not previously known 

Such was the result of Clive’s brief but impor- 
tant connection with Madras Freed from the 
French menace, which had hampered its move- 
ments for so many }ears, warfare gave place to 
politics, and the satisfactory administration of 
Southern India became one of the most difficult 
problems to be solved It was in this connection 
that Madras became associated with Warren 
Hastings Like his contemporary, Chve, 
Hastings commenced his career as a clerk in the 
service of the Company at Calcutta With Clive’s 
victory at Plassey, Hastings, who had risen 
steadily in the service of the Company, was 



appointed Resident at Murshedabad He went 
to Madras in 1769, and in the Madras Council was 
second in command to Du Pro, the then President 
In tins capaclt^ he entered upon the vork, 
entrusted to a Select Committee, of restoring 
pence in the Carnatic and adjusting the frequently, 
recurring disputes with Tanjore At that time 
the Company was faced with gra\e constitutional 
ditlculties, coiruplion was rife, and careless 


investments and the trickery' of natne contracto 
were so serious that the very existence of an 
important section of the Company’s activitiec inr 
threatened The task of straightening out \k 
tangle devolved upon Hastings, and, as the 
lesult of his investigations and Ins strong action 
a marked improvement soon became eiidcnt Hb 
excellent work at Madras did not go unnoticed, 
and in 1771 he was offered and accepted the post 
of Second in Council at Calcutta His connectioi 
with Madras, however, was no means scicied, 
and up to the time of his departure for England ht 
w'as intimately connected with the adnimistratiic 
leform of the Southern India 

So Madras flourished , but the net of mtnpue 
which the administrators had w'oven, principahv 
as a measure of protection against the French, 
had its sequel in countless petty and not a tew 
serious wars , and it was not until the final om 
throw of the infamous Tippu Sultan that an era 
of real peace began Thereafter, Madras dcul 
oped, and if its grow'th w'as slow it vas ncier 
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eless sure, for to-day it stands, ^ ' 
dicated, the third city in India and tic 
iportant in the South of the 
sence of a navigable river retarded the e' 
ent of the city to no small extent, and, ' 
ver Cooum been a xvide, free-flowing ’ 
stead of a narroxv, sand-choked coni \ 
fuse and filth as it is at present, the 
portance of Madias xvould haie been ) 

)ly increased But, despite this pf 

y has expanded, and if the admms - 
e Honourable East India Compani ™ j, 
im their grax'es, great would be their a 
ent at the modern superstructure v, i 
ow'n upon the foundation stone t ic\ 
d truly laid 

Georgetotvn and Fort St ^ 

Georgetown, once known as fjInrc'C 

lamed in honour of a iisit from mtiin'k 
ow the King-Emperor) m 1900, 
ougli rich in historical associations j 

ver more interesting places than 
George, which at present ,,rovn 

est Kent Regiment 1 he fort itself. 


ic 
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proportions undreamed of b} its founders, is like 
a tliriMngf, compact little citj The oldest 
sur\i\mg: structure there is St Man’s Church, 
which is the oldest Protestant chuich m the 
whole of India Fust knowm as the “ English 
Church,” the foundation stone w’as laid on 
Easter Monda\ , April i, 1678 To Sii StrcMisham 
Master must be gi\cn credit for its erection, for it 
was he wdio raised subscriptions and fathered the 
project generalh The church was intended 
primaril} for the use of the oflicers of the East 
India Company who then Intd m the fort It 
w'as consecrated in October, 1680, and m it the 
marriage of Clive was solemnised The steeple 
was added in the last decade of the 17th centur) 
The church was badly damaged in the siege of 
Madras in 1758 and i7S9. but it was not until 
nearh fort\ ^ears later that it was rebuilt The 
church contains man\ articles of striking interest, 
including a number of old registers which throw' 
an absorbing, and often amusing, light on life 
in the shelter of the w'alls of the fort in the alleged 
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good old days There are also preserved in it an 
alms dish, presented by Ehhu \ ale, and a copy of 
Stre 3 nsham Master’s Bible, printed in 1660, which 
was presented to the authorities b) Mr C G 
blaster, of the Indian Cnil Service Equally inter- 
esting relics are kept in the sanctuary, including 
a large altar piece — a copy of Raphael’s painting 
of the Last Supper The sanctuary contains the 
?‘‘a\es of Governor Nicholas Morse, a direct 
descendant of Oliver Cromw'ell , of Lord Pigot, 
A'ho W’as m charge of the defence of the fort 
^ out the middle of the iSth centurj’, and w’ho 
■"as afterw'ards arrested and imprisoned by his 
0"n Council, of the famous missionar}’ (and even 
wore famous diplomat) Swartz, also of Sir 
r Munro, the people’s Collector bf the 

M^°d afterwards Goa emor of 

^ Mana others are buried in the sanctuara 

^wen not aaell knoaan, perhaps, but, nea’ertheless, 
rini*^ did much for the Company and, in so 
ng, much for the future of Madras 

buildings of historical interest in the fort 
PI , the Secretariat Office, the Council 
biiUa of the Legislature of Madras, and the 
wg at present used as the Officers’ Mess 


At one time Madras merchants engaged in the 
sea-borne trade conducted their transactions at 
the Sea Gate and the colonnade of the old Ban- 
queting Hall This site was neither convenient 
nor business-hke, and in 1787 Peter Massey Cas- 
sun, a free merchant, propounded a suggestion 
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that the towm should be provided with a special 
building to serve as an exchange A tract of land 
near the most easterlj’ line of buildings in the fort 
W'as acquired, and, an old house which stood there 
having been demolished, a new structure was 
erected It comprised warehouses and offices on 
the ground floor, while the first floor w'as given 
over for the use of merchants and dealers, and it 
became the first recognised Exchange in Madras 
Later a broker’s office, a committee room for the 
manager of the Exchange Company, and a public 
coffee room w'ere installed Its erection was paid 
for b}' funds out of public lotteries, and it became 
one of the most notable — and certainly one of the 
most useful — buildings in Fort St George The 
Exchange Hall was used for public meetings, the 
draw'ing of lotteries, and occasional!}' for enter- 
tainments Thus, actually, it was the first theatre 
in Madras The utility of the building did not end 



there, how'ever, for it also included public auction 
rooms and a public subscription libraiw In later 
tears the old Madras Bank w'as instituted on the 
ground floor, and for some time the “ Exchange 
latem ” was a greatl} frequented portion of the 
building In 1802 the jew'els of Tippu Sultan 
were sold b} public auction in the Exchange 
Six tears pretiouslt the Committee had erected 
on the roof a hghtliouse, which was an iron- 
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framed structure, carrying" 12 lamps, using" 
coconut oil as an illuminant, and carrying" a 
lantern reflector which threw the light 17 miles 
out to sea The light was 90 feet above sea level 
at high tide Such is the honourable, if varied, 
record of the building now used by the officers of 
the Royal West Kent Regiment 

So far as the fort itself is concerned, it is a 
splendid example of the skill and foresight of the 
17th centuiy' engineers It must be borne in 
mind that any scheme for the protection of Madras 
as It then was had to be based upon the erection 
of a strong wall round the existing buildings 


Andrew Coyan The outworks ivere complettj 
about eighteen years later by Cearon Baker 
agent Following this addition of the outer fort 
the area between the inner and outer forts 
became the site of the dwellings of the Eurojxan 
oflicers of the Company and their families, th's 
being called the Christian or “White Town ” Juvi 
to tlie north of it, and separated from its norlhera 
wall by a wide street, lay the native quarter? 
Blacktown (now the populous Georgetown) Tl’c 
third phase was the development of what was to 
all intents and purposes only a walled town into a 
solidl}^ constructed fortress, while the fourth was 



This wall, portions of wdiich are still preserved, 
was not completed until 1770, after six years’ 
Avork When Madras emerged from its succes- 
sion of wars and counter-vt ars the wail became 
of little practical use, although it remained a 
Government charge until about 1850 It then 
became obvious that unnecessary expense was 
being incurred, and Government maintenance 
ceased A lasting memorial to this once impor- 
tant piece of fortification, and possibly to the 
cost of Its maintenance in later )ears, lies in Wall 
Tax Road, a street hmg within the line to the 
west of the wall GoAernment has erected a 
memorial tablet on the remains of the Avail in 
Roa apuram 

To sum up m a few lines the histor} of the 
development of Fort St George, it passed through 
four outstanding phases First came the struc- 
ture erected bj Francis Dav (of Avhom mention 
has been made alreadv ) assisted by his chief. 


an entire reconstruction and 

fort, the shape of which then resemble , 

half an octagon c Qp^r^'l. 

The most imposing building in I'o 
as It is to-day is undoubtedly „ic|.iti'C 

ber, where the deliberations of ic 
Council of His Excellency the wwi 

are conducted The old Council '> 
contained in the building now in use 
tanat The interior of the building ^ 

that of the British House of „1 

are several visitors’ galleries, a ‘ 1, 

for the use of H E the Governor a\ , , ■ , 

the House in order to listen to t ic ' 

and tvv'o Press galleries, one ot v u 

to the use of representatives o 
newspapers Proposals are unt c fot'" 

however, for the reconstruction , '* 

Chamber It is hoped to gne 
tors greatly improved facilities 
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at least an n)ipro\ement is urgcntl} needed As 
the building is at present constituted, the acoustic 
properties are execrable No doubt the many 
electric fans with wdnch the Chamber is supplied 
ha\e much to do wnth this, but it is possible that 
a marked change wall be cflected w’hen the recon- 
struction IS carried out In addition to the Council 
Chamber itself, the building includes a hand- 
somely furnished room set apart for the use of 
the members, a room, equipped with a telephone, 
for the con^enIencc of Press representatn es, and 
a ttfpn (lunch) room 

This Council Chamber was built in igio Prior 
to that date the Council, as has been pointed out. 


recovered the looted property The best of these 
columns were used m the first Council Chamber 
built, and are retained in the present structure 
Fort St George has four gates On the east 
IS the striking piece of work knowm as the South 
Sea Gate, w'hich comprises an entrance and exit 
for cars and carriages The North Gate, leading 
to China Bazaar Road and the High Court, is 
closed to traffic St George’s Gate is open day 
and night, and is the recognised entrance to the 
fort This opens to the north-w'est and leads to 
the General Hospital and Poonamalee High Road 
The Wallajah Gate, on the w'est, is reserved as 
an exit only for traffic 



held its meetings m a room at the Secretariat 
The increase in the number of members of the 
Council made new' and enlarged accommodation 
an imperative necesslt^ , and accordingly' tlie 
present building vas erected At first the new 
Council Chamber consisted of only one storey 
at, with the introduction of the Reforms and the 
consequent further increase in the number of 
cepresentatnes, it was found necessary to add a 
second storey 

Considerable histone interest attaches to the 
h ^^cble pillars which are a feature of the 
ui ding as it is to-da\ About 1S30 Governor 
' constructed a handsome colonnade from the 
ort Square to the Sea Gate, lined w'lth 32 
F Pallavaram “ gneiss ” When the 

captured Madras m 1746 the\ earned off 
Th^^ ^'^^^ams to their stronghold at Pondicherry' 
g ^^’cy remained for 25 years, until the 
*sh stormed the French stronghold and 


Georgetown lies slightly to the north of the 
fort and is the centre of the majority of the busi- 
ness activities of Madras Its proximity' to the 
harbour makes it an admirably' situated centre for 
the activities of the import and export merchants 
who hate their offices there 

Street Scenes and Impressions 

In Madras, as perhaps m no other city in the 
East, is there a more striking combination of the 
Occident and the Orient. This unique feature is 
apparent in more ways than one, but markedly so 
m the distinction between Georgetow'n and 
Madras Citt proper Nor is this distinction any 
new thing, for from its earliest history “ the 
Black Town ” has been essentially the home of 
the natne population, and to-day it retains all 
those ty picalh Eastern characteristics it possessed 
when the total population of this portion of the 
Coromandel Coast w as housed w ithin the protect- 
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ing -walls of the Fort St George The advent of 
Europeans in increasing numbers during the ensu- 
ing }ears, when the development of the settle- 
ment proceeded apace, of course, had its effect, 
but although much of Georgetown as it is to-dav 
IS like a busy European cit), except for the pic- 
turesqueness of its inhabitants and the quaintness 
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of its buildings, those portions to which the 
European and his influence have not penetrated 
remain much as they did 200 years ago 

It IS this merging of tlie East and West Avhich 
is such an attractive feature of Georgetown 
Although no one will be prepared to question the 
utility of trams, motor ’buses, and electric lights, 
the visitor will admit that the quaintly towered 
and hxzarit buildings and the Indians in the dress 
which has been the fashion from time immemo- 
rial, present a striking background and make the 
modern innovations seem utterly incongruous, 
even in the modernised Esplanade Road and its 
continuation, China Bazaar road Conv^erted 
Fords, carrying possibly twenty passengers, rattle 
along at excessive speed, pulling up among the 
screaming of brakes and the hoarse cries of the 
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conductors, beneath the ver) shadow of the High 
Court, the towers and vMndows of which are 
t}pical of the Hmdu-Saracenic sUle of architec- 
ture that IS so prominent a feature of Madras 
These ’bus conductors, it ma^ be mentioned in 
passing are a class unto thcmseh^es As the 
vehicle rattles along .it thirtj' miles per hour, the 
conductor clings grimlv w ith one hand and naked 
root to the back, v\hile the other foot and hand 
jerk madh in the air to each jolt of the ’bus His 
eves on the crowd of v\ould-be passengers 


assembled at the next stopping place, he scrcairs 
with tlie full force of his lungs “ Hai, Hai”!' 
and then proceeds to howl in a clarion’ \oice tie 
virtues of the vehicle ot which he is the financial 
manager, stopping occasionally to curse bneflt 
but comprehensively the conductor of a rnal ’bos 
which shows signs of overtaking him Tbea 
there is the scene at the actual stopping place, 
where there ma> be three ’buses and one would-bc 
traveller, three conductors arguing hotU abou' 
the merits and demerits of their respective 
charges, and apparently prepared to fight for 
possession of the solitary passenger, so that the 
latter is glad to climb hastily into the ne.art.y 
vehicle to av^oid further trouble 

Truly, ’bus trav'elling m India is avasth mon 
entertaining, if more hazardous, business than m 
England 

And, writing of arguments, a quarrel m Tamil, 
the principal language of Southern India, lias to 
be heard to be properly appreciated Despite the 
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facilities afforded by wwiis/iis, ver) 
succeed in mastering Tamil The ' ^ 
that vvdiereas the wviisln teaches gram 
correct Tamil, the language as spoken m 
consists almost entirelv of c 

mvnsln's cleverest pupil finds that his , 

Tamil IS utterly incomprehensible to tlit ^ 

In any case, a knowledge of Tamil is n 
means a necessity to the European 
Since the introduction of free and |, 

education, night schools and classes, 
almost universall) spoken in the ci ‘ . ,j 
(the washerman), the wmh (gan , 

rZ/ieine tailor), and the ira/Mh 

more or less fluent and at least underran 

English 


But to return to Georgetown 
enetrates into its devious streets 


The fartlHf 
and 

irt'- tir-'r 


nore does one realise that for ^Tlicrt " 

igurativeh speaking, has .V (i,( ‘j'' 

n evidence the same t)pe of v'' 

lustoms and the same dress as cvi t' 

igo Outwardlv the place ,u<' '' 

nhabitants, perhaps, are bet 
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were their forbears, and ]javc the advantage of 
improxed facilities for travel and recreation A 
topical street lucked awaj in some almost inacces- 
sible corner of Georgetown is narrow', squalid, 
and, to say the least, odiferous Single-storey 
buildings, each complete with its own jnol, or 
narrow' \ erandah, line a road w Inch is remarkable 
for the number and depth of its potholes Oxen 
feed and rest inside and outside the verandahs 
Deca} ing straw' and refuse litter the road , naked 
children sprawl contenlly in the heat of the mid- 
dav sun, graceful women, with heavy baskets or 
pots balanced upon tluir heads, swing past, swaj- 
ing from the hips as thee seek to preserve the 
balance of their often too nea\ v loads The dress 
of these women is as simple as it is striking, and 
although designed primariK for freedom and 
utilit}, IS ineariablv handsome It consists of a 
short, tight-fitting bodice ending an inch or two 
abo\e the waist, and a brilhan tie -coloured saree 
— a length of cloth eehich acts as a skirt and from 
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the ee'aist is hung oeer the shoulder The usual 
male dress simplj' consists of a dhoti, or skirt, 
tied in a peculiar manner, and a shirt eeorn oe'er 
that 

Even more simple costumes are to be seen 
Eor instance, here is an elderly natiee, eehose sole 
dress consists of a loin cloth and a pair of gold 
rimmed spectacles, seated in the shadow' of his 
verandah w orking an up-to-date sewung machine 
truh a striking combination of ancient and 
modern Equalh simple is the dress of the toddy- 
carrier, who passes b)' at a jog-trot w ith his two 
aked-cla^ jars of fermenting toddy from a 
"ooden joke balanced upside down across his 
right shoulder Toddy, by tbe wav, is the sap 
j ained from the top of the palm tree Freshly 
‘'m\n, and drunk before fermentation has com- 
menced, it IS a cool and refreshing drink, not 
^^ri Ike a sweet champagne A.fter fermentation, 
It IS not pleasant to the European palate, 
o ’s certainh highh intoxicating Just as 
''^®^'er had never seen a dead donkej, 
ah\*^ ' seen a toddv carrier walking He 
proceeds at a jog-trot with a warning 
S 2 


“ Hai, Hai ” 1 to people who might obstruct his 
path Many explanations have been advanced 
for this apparently unnecessary haste, but pro- 
bablj' the most reasonable is that the constant 
jerking motion keeps the toddy in that state of 
fermentation w'hich gives it the potency required 
b\ the native “ tippler ” 
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There are few'er more pleasing pictures than 
that presented by a group of native Indian chil- 
dren, and their games have much in common 
w ith those of all lands Their naked little bodies 
glistening m the burning sun (an English child 
would be badly burned w'lthin ten minutes), they 
play their ow'n ^ ersion of childish games w'hich 
can be seen m practically e\ erj' country' of the 
w orld 

Kotw'alchavadi Market 

To see India as it is and has been for hundreds 
of years it is only necessary to visit one of the 
manv markets w'hich are scattered broadcast 
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over Madras^ Take, for instance, the largest 
of them, Kotwalcha\adi, a -vegetable mar- 
ket in Georgetown Indigenous fruits and 
vegetables of everv description are there dis- 
played on stalls which crow'd many acres of 
land, leaving onlv narrow lanes packed with 
a surging mass of humanitv , representing 
every caste and creed, for the convenience 
of the customers and visitors Here, for 
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example, is a venerable old man, with flowing 
white beard, tangled hair, and liquid black eyes 
which, while apparently observing nothing, 
observe all Assisted by his tiny grandson, a 
sprightly little fellow of five, naked as the day 
on which he was born, he is declaiming to an 
incredulous and slightly scornful Mahomedan, the 
merits of a pile of mangoes, arrived, he says, that 
morning from Salem, in which district the finest 
of these delicious fruits are grown A Western 
fruiterer might obtain a lesson in successful, if 
unorthodox, salesmanship from the old man, who 
gesticulating wildly, explains to all caring to 
listen that he is a poor man, has an old wife and 


increasing throng, the black, lightning streak t. 
impudent crows as they swoop to retncie 
neglected dainty- from the very feet of thecrort 
combine to make a picture bew ildering m lo 
infinite variety Brahmins, non-Brahmms, ca *i 
men, non-caste men, Nairs and outcasts, Mal-o- 
medans, Indian-Christians — indeed, e\en tnk, 
caste, and creed, has a representatn e in the clat 
tenng throng Half stan^ed pariah dogs, the 
ribs sharply defined through their diseased skuu, 
cower beneath the shadow of the stalls, araitix 
an opportunity to snatch some desirable mol'd 
and beat a hurried strategic retreat before thru 
depredations are discovered by the irate dealer 
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many fatherless grand-children dependent upon 
him His stomach is empty and his heart is filled 
with woe Are not his mangoes the best fruits in 
the market^ Is not the price he asks reasonable^ 
He appeals to the crowd of interested spectators 
After half-an-hour’s haggling he gets the price he 
demands or, possibl}, if the customer remains 
obdurate, makes a reduction of a few 'pice, com- 
plaining bitterl) that he is being robbed Similar 
scenes arc being enacted in all parts of the market, 
for no Indian dealer thinks of stating a fixed price 
The haggling vhich ensues, combined with the 
cries of Itinerant vendors of sweetmeats and the 
“ pad, pad ” of bare feet on the burning ground, 
makes an indescribable dm The ev'er-changing 
colours of brilliant sarees of fine silks, the reds, 
blues, and greens of turbans, the flash of brown 
bodies, streaming vith perspiration, as heaiil} 
laden coolies force a passage through the e\er 


Pervading everything is the mfied 

of perspiring humanity Here is the n* , it 
—the unchanging East, representing n < 
was centuries ago and probablv as n 
the centuries to come 

Chief Thoroughfares 
One of the principal thoroughfares 0 

town IS Mint Street, whole f'* 

entire length of the town Almos „,(.(] hi 

the southern portion of the street is 
Chetties — Linga Chetty’s caste men li> 

portion provides homes and " 

Manvaris and Gu7aratics (this par -.ftinn 1 ' 
as Sowcarpet), uhilc the Thu';. ' 

occupied b\ residents of olher i „f iP 

will be seen that Mint Street, t'' 

countrj, IS dnided and Inclu P"'' 

castc-svstem vhich has c%cr prc\ 
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becoming a united nation At the end of Mint 
Street ib the Go\ernnient PiebS, which is con- 
tained in a building once used as the Madras 
Mint, from which tlie street derives its name 
“ Se\en Wells,” which at one time supplied 
vatcr to the gairison and the European residents 
of the fort, is also here Adjoining is another 
street of considerable business and commercial 
importance — GoMnda NaicU Street Near b) are 
Godown Street and Bunder Street, which are 
occupied b^ piece-goods merchants, the majoriU 
of wdiom are of the Mahomedan communit>, as 
w'ell as cloth merchants m a comparativeh small 
w'ay of business 


Facing the Esplanade — a convenient waj^ to the 
General Hospital or to the Marina — is a 
handsome structure built on Grecian lines, mz , 
Pachai} appa’s College, an educational institution 
of considerable importance It is a first grade 
College, training students for the arts degrees of 
the Madras E'nnersit} The College derives its 
oame from the founder, for it w^as the outcome 
ot one of the manj chanties of Pachai} appa, a 
aierchant and d 7 tbasli wdio flourished in the 
of the East India Compan^ Dealers in all 
0 asses of goods are to be found in Stringer’s 
treet, Da\ idson Street, and other adjoining 

thoroughfares 

Running north and south from the Esplanade to 
a Black Town is Popham’s Broadwa}, another 
'■eet of great importance and nch in historical 
difficult to realise that this 
lorouglifare of business actn il\ once formed a 
annel which marked the centre of a large tract 


of marsh along which ran drainage water and 
the monsoon rain Stephen Popham, a solicitor, 
whose name the street immortalises, reclaimed 
the land on either side of the channel, or Broad- 
w'a} , earth from Hog Hill being utilised in the 
work of reclamation Houses w^ere built and 
streets formed on either side of the channel, which 
continued to function as a carrier of rain and 
refuse — and almost certainly as a prolific breed- 
ing ground for mosquitoes ! — until 1782, when it 
w'as filled m It is difficult to visualise the appear- 
ance of Broadw'ay 115 years ago when one sees 
It as it IS at present For most part, the street is 
narrow, and the frequent passing of the electric 


trams, wdiich form the most popular and con- 
venient mode of transport in that part of the towm, 
does not tend to improve traffic conditions 
Loane Square, wffiere band concerts are frequently 
given, IS an open space to tlie w^est of Broadway, 
w'hile close b\ is Kotwalchavadi, the huge market 
Upical of the countr} , and alw'a}s of absorbing 
interest to Msitors At the south-eastern end of 
Georgetowm w^as the residence of Signor Niccalao 
Manucci, a Venetian plnsician wffio practised in 
Madras about 1686, after ha\ing seen senuce 
under the Moghul Emperors An interesting 
record of his experiences in India is contained in 
Slorio Du Mogor 

A magnificent structure, built entirely of sand- 
stone brought from a quarr} fift\ miles north of 
Madras, is the \ C A , which faces the 
Esplanade The work of this organisation in all 
parts of the world is as well known as it is appre- 
ciated, and a special and \aluable feature of its 
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tance, towers and minarets loom out ghostlike 
and enchanting, flickering lights, apparently 
dancing like will o’ the wisps through the air, 
mark the site of the thatched village where live 
simple fishermen who exist by the harvest of tlie 
sea, and the strengthening breeze rustles gently 
through the leaves of the graceful palms The 
scene is indescribably beautiful, and there is no 
wonder that the Manna is claimed as the greatest 
asset Madras possesses 

West of the Manna, facing the sea, are some 
imposing buildings The Octagan Marine Villa 
(which is suggested as the site of the new Univer- 
sity Library), the Senate House, -with a noble 
statue of Queen Victoria near by, the offices of 
the Board of Revenue (formerly the Chepauk 
Palace of the Nawab of Arcot), the Brahmin 
Widows’ Home (a substantial building erected in 
1840 and then used as a house for storing natural 
ice brought from America), Queen Mary’s College 
for Women (which now includes Capper House), 
and the Offices of the Inspector-General of Police 
(at one time the Masonic Temple) The only 
building on the east side of the Manna before 
San Thom 4 is reached is the Aquarium, contain- 
ing a weird and wonderful collection of fish and 
sea snakes captured in Madras waters The 
Aquarium is perhaps the most popular resort of 
casual visitors to the city 

Many of the buildings mentioned as being on 
the west of the Marina, including the Senate 
House, the Offices of the Board of Revenue, the 
Chief Engineer’s Office, and the Presidency Col- 
lege, are sited in the Chepauk Park, through the 
centre of which runs the Buckingham Canal (a 
waterway now little used, dividing the whole of 
the Madras from north to south) Other portions 
of the park are occupied by the Madras Cricket 
Club grounds and pavilion, Victoria Hostel for 
Students, which was erected by public subscrip- 
tion, and the Government Hospital for Women 

San Thoni6 

Marking the south end of the Marina is San 
Thomd, which was a thriving Portugese settle- 
ment when Francis Day founded Madras nearly 
300 years ago The date of the actual settlement 
of the Portugese at San Thomd is difficult to fix 
definitely from existing records, but it w^as cer- 
tainly not later than 1552 Naturally, in view 
of the nationality of the pioneers, a church, to 
Avhich w'as attached a monasteiy’, ivas the first 
substantial building to come into existence there 
Around it a town w'as built, and, backed by the 
natural business capacity of the Portuguese, it 
became an increasingly thriving centre Like 
other foreign settlements, however, it had its 
vicissitudes , there were wars and rumours of 
wars for m^ny j'ears, and internal strife had much 
to do with its decline Prior to the arrival of the 
English, as at first represented bj Francis Daj, 
San Thomd w^as a fair mark for the Dutch, who 
were practically at the height of their power m 
India So much w^ere the Portuguese at the 


mercy of the Dutch, who raided them frequenth 
and carried off a great deal of plunder, that thc\ 
raised not the slightest objection to the settlcmeni 

of the Eng^hsh a mile or tvvo to tlie north the 

explanation being, of course, that thej saw m 
their European neighbours a possible alh agamst 
their Dutch enemies After the arrual of the 
English the powder of San Thomd declined rapidU, 
so much so that in 1662, threatened b\ two 
enemies, it accepted the lesser of the two e\ils 
and yielded to the Mahomedans, w'ho held it for 
eleven years Thereafter it was occupied b\ the 
French for twm years, but not w'lthout constant 
threats from the Dutch and the Muslims Seicral 
times the place changed hands until eventualh, 
in 1749, It wms conceded by Mohamed All to the 
English 

San Thom 6 to-day is a quiet, sleepy old town, 
notable principally for its fine cathedral The 
town obtains its name from its association with 
the apostle who, according to tradition, is buried 
there Another story, wffiich gams credence m 
the locality concerned, is that the apostle was 
buried at St Thomas’s Mount, a station about 
eight miles from Madras 


Mount Road 

The three most important roads in Madras arc 
Mount Road, Poonamalle Road, and Beach Rond, 
the last of w'hich has been dealt w'lth alrendj 
Mount and Poonamelle Roads are militarj roads, 
and the former is the centrd of the European busi- 
ness activity in Madras Passing down Goicrn 
ment House Road from the Marina, with the 
Cooum on the right, the beautifully laid out and 
well-kept gardens on the right arc those of 
Government House, the official residence of His 
Excellency the Governor, Viscount Gosclien of 
Hawkburst, Viscountess Goschen, and tlitir per- 
sonal and military staff 

Like most buildings in Madras, the residences 
of successive Governors of the Presidcncj hwe 
suffered many MCissitudes The site now occu- 
pied by the General Hospital and Medical Co epe 
was, nearly 250 years ago, a Garden ousc 
erected for the use of the then Go\crnor 
more than sixty years that official residence 
use until its destruction by Labourdonnais, w 
he occupied Madras m 1746 H 
nearly tw'entj } ears had elapsed that 
Tnplicane wms acquired, where the nutho ^ 
erected a large and imposing building t la 
the nucleus of the present government 
Five years after its erection the esn 
Avas partialh dcstro\ed, again h> the ‘rc » 

Averc besieging the c.tj In 17^2 ^rthe 
caused by the French A\as ^^orl 

folIoAving years considerable rccons r 
AA’as earned out The most „ Unll 

Avere made in 1802, wlicn the Banquet' g 
as hu.ll Tim internally anti cv crnnlj,^ 
ficent structure is nOAV the scene of ‘ pf^ent' 
tant State functions ^onsidcnblc 1 P j 

and structural alterations AAcre earned 
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Ladv Willingdon during the tenure of office of 
Lord Willingdon as Governor Government 
House at present is an imposing and commodious 
structure cmincnth adapted to the purpose for 
which it is used It stands in magnificent 
grounds, containing a golf course and tennis 
courts, and it has also a swimming bath 

There are few cr, if an^ , more magnificent 
scenes than those presented at the Banqueting 
Hall on the occasion of a State Ball Hundreds 
of electric lights, flashing from huge chandeliers, 
are reflected b^ brilliant jew els and gleaming 
silks. The seal let clad sow <■//<; ol HE the 
Go\emor’s Bod} guard, with their siher tipped 
lances and fluttering pennons, line the w'alls, the 
soft fiou ft oil of ladies’ dresses, the magnificent 
dresses and jewels of name princes, and the 
gleam of decorations and ribbons combine to make 
an altogether unforgettable scene 
Immediatel} facing Go\ernment House, on the 
opposite side of Mount Road, is Napier Park, a 
public park laid out and formal!} opened in 1S71 
Behind that is Chintadripet, a Milage which was 
founded b\ an Englishman in 1871 for the pur- 
pose of encouraging the indigenous manufacture 
of calico In passing, it is interesting to note 
that the site w as chosen because of an abundance 
of large trees, offering ample shade to the men 
w ho w orked under them 

Reference has been made alread\ to the curious 
combination of East and West which is such a 
feature of Madras This is again the case with 
Mount Road, the European shopping centre of the 
cit} The traffic — tramcars, motor ’buses, and 
cars — IS such as one w ould meet in any W estern 
cit} For the greater part of the da^ the road 
nears the sleepy, brooding aspect of a countrv' 
market town m England, but wakes into sudden 
activit} when the business places release their 
thousands of workers in the evening It is then 
that the Western appeal is utterly o^ ershadow ed 
hi the East Very few' natn es have adopted 
European costume, and a street thronged w'lth 
thousands of hurr} mg natn es is exceedingly pic- 
turesque Here one meets representatives of all 
h-pes, from the almost naked beggar, twisted into 
some fantastic shape and appealing hoaisely for 
alms, to the gorgeousl} clad Punjabis The se\ere 
vhite Kliaddar clothes and white caps of the 
Swarajists form a striking background for the 
coloured turbans of the men, the brilliant «arees of 
gleaming brown bodies of the 
children Panting 7 iclsJiajv traJIahs, perspiration 
streaming from their lithe frames to the ground, 
rot tirelessl} along hauling their too hea^■y carts 
"'p'j^^cir passengers The padding of thousands 
K asphalt is drowned 

' me clanging of tramcar bells, the hooting of 
motor horns, and the man} other noises that are 
inseparable from an Indian street scene 

omen, with their low' portable stalls, do a 
in hefeJ nut and native sweetmeats, 
c ubiquitous todd} carrier maintains the rapid 
pace he has kept up for miles , pariah dogs nose 


hungrily in the gutters , and motor ’buses pull up 
amid screaming of brakes and the racuous cries 
of conductors Y et w ithin an hour the street is 
comparatively deserted except for motor traffic 
As night descends lights spring up everyavhere^ 
and the darkness lends an air of romance to the 
most mundane building That striking edifice 
ahead, for instance, w'lth its quaint tow'ers and 
minarets outlined against a star-flecked sky, 
might appear, to the stranger, to be the towm 
residence of some mighty Rajah But, alas, no ' 
It is nothing more romantic than a photographer’s 
shop ' 

Where Cathedial Road and Nungumbaukam 
High Road run into Mount Road, is St George’s 
Cathedral Built b} Lieut -Col T F De Havil- 
land m 1815, it is a handsome and stately build- 
ing m the Ionic style The columns are finished 
with a peculiar plaster-hke substance which 
resembles polished marble Cathedral Road pro- 
ceeds directly to the south end of the Manna, w'hile 
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Nungumbaukam High Road passes through a 
residential quarter of the cit} Opposite tlie 
Cathedral, on the same side of Mount Road, 
are the gardens administered b} the Agn-Horti- 
cultural Societ} of Madras These gardens are 
not only ornamental, containing as the} do 
\arieties of all the principal flowers and vegeta- 
tion of the South of India, as well as foreign 
tvpes w'hich haie been transplanted and care- 
fully reared, but the} ha\e a strictl} utilitarian 
\alue In Februar}' of each }ear an exhibition 
is held, W'hich, besides fostering a loce of garden- 
ing for Its own sake, gi\es opportunities for local 
horticulturists to win \aluable prizes A great 
man} experiments and demonstrations of \alue 
to agriculturists hac e been carried out there also 
The gardens of the Societ} oflFer faahties w'hich 
are taken adcantage of b} man\ residents of the 
district who like a walk amidst beautiful scenerv 
in the morning or in the cool of the evening 
Nungumbaukam High Road leads to the his- 
toncalh interesting \ illage of that name When 
this Milage was granted to the English in 170S 
a small redoubt was built there, and, although 
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there is no trace of it at present, records show 
that it actually did exist 

Passing- farther along- Mount Road, near the 
fourth mile stone, one comes to the site formerly 
occupied by the memorial to Lord Cornwallis, 
Avhich has since been transferred to a site oppo- 
site the Post Office on North Beach Road Manv 
3 ears ag-o, before the Manna had attained its 
present popularit}', the drive which surrounded 
the Cenotaph at its old site was a favourable 
promenade, and, as such, was the scene of 
numerous public and official functions It was here 
that the Officers of the General Staff received 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty when he returned to 
Madras fresh from the conquest of Java 

Native Districts 

At the Round Thana, Wallajah Road leads into 
Chepauk and Triphcane The latter suburb was 


glory There were man) Muslims Ining near the 
Palace, on which they were almost cntireU 
dependent When tlie power of the Palace waned 
these dependants remained, and to-da\ Chepauk 
IS what it alwa3's was — one of the poorer 
and most congested Muslim parts of iMadm« 
The buildings, practically avithout exception, arc 
dirty and squalid, but as a background thci offer 
a remarkable contrast to the fine mosque, a 
stately pile of granite, wdiich rises in their midct 
Slightly to the north-w'est of Triphcane ic 
Tiruvateeswarampet, wdiich contains a Temple 
of Siva This suburb enjoyed complete indcpend 
ence for man)' years, as for some reason it was 
not held to be within the jurisdiction of the East 
India Company until the early part of the iSth 
centur)' Amir Mahab, tlie Madras residence 
of the Prince of Arcot, is located in Pudupakam, 
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granted to the English in 1658 and is now an 
almost purely Hindu residential quarter Its 
ancient Vishnu temple attracts many visitors 
About fourteen years after the English w'ere given 
Triphcane, this Temple w'as occupied by the 
Mahomedans and, m the following )ear, by the 
French A few months later it fell into the hands 
of the Dutch, and it wms not until the English 
finally asserted their authority that the temple 
began to be undisturbed Otherwuse, there is 
little of note m Triphcane, if one excludes its 
picturesque, if often squalid, bazaars 


Chepauk 

While Triphcane is essentially Hindu, its 
neighbouring suburb, Chepauk, is equall> 
hm The settlement of the hlahomedans m this 
croxvded part of the city dates from the tirne 
xvhen Chepauk Palace w'as at the height of its 


another near-by suburb which was granted I 
the English by the Mahomedans m i/ff- 


Egmore 

acing Wallajah Road, across tin. 
oughfare, is Hams Road Tins road cm - 
River Cooum, o^cr Harris Bridge, ''c' 
parativcl) recent construction 0 " , 

J of this' road IS Pudupet, the 
idian Christians, Mahomedans and hii 
(h Diaiidas, or the depressed , 

d passes through a , p -i 

irb which is claimed to be the ic 
,al quarter in Madras Howeicr ^ 

t certainh contains some “T ,nto 

m spacious compounds r ,1,, ,-tIi 

hsh possession ‘o^^arcls the close „ 

an., w'hen it was granted o , Kk'’'’ 

an bt a pow'crful Muslim, Vizier Assad n 
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Police Commissioner’s Road gains its name from 
the fact tliat tlic Police Commissioner’s oflice 
and Reserve Police barracks arc quartered there. 
The Government Optlialmic Hospital, equipped 
with every modern requirement, is only a short 
distance away. •A.nother notable example of the 
Hindu-Saraccnic style of architecture is the 
Egmore Station of the South Indian Railway, 
which is a magnificent structure with two por- 
ticoes, facing south. Another fine building in 
Egmorc is .“^rni House, the residence of the 
Jagirdar of .Arni. 

Separating Egmore from Pudupet is Pantheon 
Road, a thoroughfare which possibly attracts 
more visitors — and people of every nationality — 
than any other portion of Madras. Its three 
buildings which constitute the principal appeal 
to visitors arc the Victoria Technical Institute, 


A collection of geological specimens presented 
by the IS'Iadras Literary Society 75 years ago 
formed the foundation upon which the present 
fine Museum has grown. It is now a splen- 
did pile of buildings, which includes a theatre 
greatly in demand during the Madras season for 
charitable entertainments and concerts. The 
exhibits of most value in the Museum from an 
educational point of view are contained in the 
archajological section, and comprise sculptured 
marbles from the railings of the Buddist stupa at 
Amaravati (a fragment of which, tradition says, 
is a portion of the bones of Buddha), and a 
collection of weapons and armour from Fort St. 
George and Tanjore Palace. Another feature 
is a fine collection of coins, depleted, however, by 
some of which were stolen a few years ago. 
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the Government Central Museum, and the Conne- 
mara Public Library. 

The Victoria Institute is a typically Indian 
structure, and it contains a \vonderful selection 
of the best products of the craftsmen of South 
india. Here the visitor may examine delicately 
carved ivory and sandalwood, brassware, tables, 
silks, beaten silver, copper inlaid with silver, and 
lundreds of other articles, which are eloquent 
evidence of the wonderful skill and patience of the 
ndian craftsmen. Parties of American “ hust- 
ors ’ engaged in a two-weeks’ comprehensive 
tour of India, frequently arrive in Madras with a 
*■^^^^011}’ thought-out programme, which invari- 
^ ly includes a visit to the Technical Institute. 

is a complaint of the management that they 
usually buy up half the stock and leave nothing 
tor regular patrons! 


The Connemara Public Library, opened in 1926, 
is attached to the Museum. Inside is a marble 
statue of Lord Cornwallis, which stood in Fort 
St. George for more than 100 years before being 
removed in the earl}' part of this century. It was 
then in a state of considerable disrepair, but an 
Indian sculptor worked wonders upon it. Other 
buildings of note in Egmore are the Women and 
Children’s Hospital and the Presidency Training 
School of Mistresses. 

To return to Mount Road, the next street of 
any importance is General Patter’s Road. Pass- 
ing the once popular but now defunct Brind’s 
Hotel on the left, a short distance away is the 
Madras Club, the leading Club in Madras. The 
road passes Pycroft’s Road into Royapettah, 
where the Wesley College is situated. Close by 
is a comparatively recent building, the Roya- 
pettah Hospital. At one time administered by 
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the Corporation of Madras, it was handed over 
and became a Goverment charge in 1919. The 
Lloyd, Ed\vard Elliot, and Luz Church Roads 
are other important highways in this part of 
Madras, and embrace a tract of land which con- 
tains the residences of Indian judges, vakils and 
merchants. 

The church from which Luz Road obtains its 
name has an interesting tradition attaching to it. 
The story is that over 300 3'ears ago a terrific 
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From across the Adyar River, Madras. 

Storm arose off the coast of Madras. The crew 
of a storm-tossed ship, realising that if she went 
aground she would be immediately battered to 
pieces by the terrific breakers, vowed that if they 
were delivered from the fury of the sea they would 
build a church and dedicate it. Immediately 
a clear, guiding light flashed from the shore, and 
the mariners made a safe anchorage. Once 
ashore, they set off in search of the light which 
had been their salvation. They made their way 
for about a mile inland, but when they reached 
the spot from which the light appeared to be 
coming the beacon incontinently vanished. On 
that spot, tradition says, they founded the present 
Church of Our Lady of the Light. Whatever 
truth may be in this story, Luz Church is cer- 
tainly about 300 years old. An inscribed stone 
bears the date 1516, but there is no evidence to 
show that this date is authentic, and the church 
is believed to have been erected some time between 
1547 and 1582. Close by is Teynampet, which 
has no buildings of outstanding architectural 
value, except perhaps for the residence of Sir 
C. P, Ramaswami Iyer, Law Member to the 
Government of Madras and Indian Delegate to 
the League of Nations. This bungalow was for- 
nierljf the residence of Davidson, an old Madras 

Governor. Mylapore. 

Mylapore, a suburb which begins at Luz 
Church, is undoubtedly one of the oldest parts of 
Madras. Its name means “ Peacock^ City ” — a 
reference to the peacock standard which vas an 
important part of the regalia of ancient Tarnil 
kind's. However much other parts of the city 
mio'ht have progressed, Mylapore retains the 
appearance it must have worn 100 years ago, 
and is a typical example of a sleepy Indian 

village. 


Adyar. 

From Mylapore, Brodie’s Road leads into 
Adyar, the most important European residential 
quarter of Madras. The bungalows there arc 
stately, mellow old places, many of them havin- 
been built for the accommodation of the oflicers 
of the East Indian Company. Tlic Adyar Cluh 
commands a delightful prospect over the River 
Adyar, while close by is the Madras Boat Club. 
Just outside the Municipal toll gate is the Elphin- 
stone Bridge across the Adyar. On the opposite 
side of the river is the handsomely laid out com- 
pound of the Theosophical Society, whence Nr.s. 
Annie Besant introduced to the world tlie Indian 
youth, Krishnamurti, as the embodiment of tlic 
new Messiah for the redemption of humanity. 
Only a mile or two distant is Elliott Bcacli, a 
favourable spot for bathing, and named after tlic 
son of the Right Hon. Hugh Elliott, a former 
Governor of Madras. 


Madras Observatory. 

One of the most important institutions of the 
city' of Madras is the Madras Observatory, which 
was constructed in 1792 under the supervision 
of Michael Topping. The first instruments used 
of Michael Topping. The first instruments used 
there were the property of William Petrie, who 
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ervatory. He had for an assistant John fiold- 
ham, a Fellow of the Royal Society, v 1 ° 
versatile that he combined the duties o ‘' 
r, mathematician, architect, editor, and a 
ner. He succeeded Petrie as • / 

2 initial success of the Ob.servatory , ■ - 

: the first to be officially established > • 

jlish in the East, was undoubtedly h e ^ 
ric, who, besides possessing all the q • 
is necessary for a task about v. uc 1 
; known, had a keen capacity for at 
I and great literary instincts. 
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When the Solar Physics Observatory was 
established at Kodaikanal, a Hill Station admir- 
ably adapted for the purpose, the work at the 
Madras Observatory became very much lig'hter. 
Meridian observations are made for determining 
the time and maintaining an cflicient time serviced, 
which is efl'ccted by a daily transmission to the 
telegraph ollice in Madras. 

The Deputy Director of Public Instruction has 
his oflices in the spacious hall of the old buildintr 
formerly occupied by the College for Junior Civil 
Servants. Another portion of the building is 
occupied by the Madras Literary Society and 
Auxiliary of the Royal Asiatic Society. Here 
there is a remarkably fine library, consisting of 
more than 50,000 volumes. 

Anderson’s Road and Bridge. 

Anderson's Road and Bridge, b}’ the way, take 
their name from Dr. .Anderson, who founded the 
famous Botanical Garden, which covered an area 
of upwards of too acres in extent. It is inter- 
esting to note that portions of this once famous 
garden still exist in Pycroft’s Garden and Tul- 
lock’s Garden. A number of narrow lanes — some 
of them reminiscent of England — lead by devious 
ways into Nungumbaukam High Road. Oppo- 
site, by the Cathedral, is Cathedral Road, which. 
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The famous Neill Statue on which many attempts 
at destruction have been made recently by Indians at 
Madras. The inscription on the statue is as follows; 
James George Smith Neill. C.B., Aide-de-Camp to the Queen, 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Madras Fusiliers, Brigadier 
General in India. A brave, resolute, self-reliant soldier, 
universally acknowledged as the first who stemmed the 
torrent of Rebellion in Bengal. He fell gloriously at the 
Relief of Lucknow, 25th September, 1857. Aged 47. 

^venued as it is for the greater part of its length, 
IS easily the most beautiful highway in Madras. 
It provides a direct route from Mount Road to 
the Marina, passing the Theological College at 
the junction of Mowbray’s Road. The latter road 
has its termination at the entrance to the ground 
Of the Adyar Club. 


Poonamallee Road. 

Another road containing many important build- 
ings and public oflices is Poonamallee Road, which 
may be entered from Mount Road, directl}' from 
the harbour through Georgetown, through the 
suburb of Egmore, or from the main gate of Fort 
St. George. Entering the road by the last men- 
tioned route, the Medical College is on the left, 
while on the right is the Hall erected to com- 
memorate the fact that Madras escaped the hor- 
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rors of the Indian mutinJ^ The Bible Society 
and Christian Vernacular Society’s premises, 
from the exterior, show little evidence of the 
remarkable work which is there carried on, includ- 
ing the printing of New Testaments and books in 
Tamil, Telegu, Canarese, Malayalam, and Urdu, 
and the other vernaculars of Southern India. 
The imposing stone structure close by comprises 
the well-equipped offices of the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway. The site it occupies was 
formerly covered with squalid tenements known 
as John Periera’s Quarters, which had degener- 
ated from a once fashionable part of the city to 
a slum of the worst type. 

Madras General Hospital. 

The Madras General Hospital, almost imme- 
diately opposite, is the largest and best equipped 
public hospital in Madras. At one time the two 
chief healing centres were the Garrison Hospital 
and the old Naval Hospital — the latter dating 
from 1/44 — b’Jf these were amalgamated into 
their present form. The General Hospital has 
undergone many structural alterations and 
improvements, and, at the time of writing, the 
Government of Madras has on hand a scheme 
costing several lakhs of rupees to make the build- 
ing as commodious and up-to-date as possible. 

Central Station Scenes. 

Catching a train in England is a comparatively 
simple process. The business man swallows his 
breakfast in haste, sprints to the station, and 
just manages to catch his train. In India catch- 
ing a train is perhaps less exciting but infinitely 
more picturesque, at least so far as the native 
is concerned. There are fewer more interesting 
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scenes in Madras than those presented at the 
principal railway station, the Central Station of 
the Madras and Southern Maharatta Railways, 
particularly at night, when the glare of the elec- 
tric lights throw into vivid relief the scurrying 
crowds thronging the platforms when the mail 
trains are about to depart. 

Ihe railway traveller at Home, missing a con- 
nection, and faced with the prospect of some 
hours’ wait on a dreary platform, is, of course. 
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unspeakably annoyed. Not so the Indian, who is 
a patient soul, and it matters but little to him 
whether the train leaves in some hours or some 
days. He can wait, for he has brought his food 
and his bed with him in preparation for such an 
emergency. Take, for instance, the case of 
Krishnaswamy, a toddy-tapper, living in the out- 
skirts of Saidapet. An invitation to a wedding 
at Podanur brings him from his thatched home, 
and, with his wife, a variety of children, and a 
useful assortment of household goods, including 
brass cooking vessels, he provides a useful load 
for the bullock cart, or jutka, which deposits him 
at the Central Station. He probably discovers 
that he has arrived exactly twenty minutes 
after the departure of his train. That is 
only a minor point ; a wait of twenty-four 
hours is nothing to him. With his wife, 
his children, and his cooking pots, he pushes 
his way through the crowd of would-be 
or belated passengers, sweetmeat vendors, and 
coffee vendors, until he finds a vacant site by the 
wall, where he pitches camp. Food is produced 
and solemnly eaten (Krishnaswamy, by the way, 
is not caste-bound, and the eating of food in 
public is not, to him, an undignified proceeding), 
cloths are spread on the concrete platform, and 
within a few minutes Krishnaswamy and his 
family are asleep. The terrible din which only 
an Indian crowd can produce, nor the piercing 
screams of panting engines, disturbs them not at 
all ; thev laid down with the intention of sleeping, 
and sleep they will. So Krishnaswamy eats, 
sleeps, and (apparently) contemplates the infinite 
throughout the following day. He is content; 
he has no cause for worry. Has not the 
Imitvci f^cfJnh with the shiny cap told him that there 
will be a train two hours after sundown? The 


biirra sahib has said so, and it will be so. IVlirT 
his tram does arrive, . Krishnaswamy, with hk 
vnfe his children, and his cooking pots, enters n 
third-class carriage, and his troubles, for the tim',- 
being, at least, are over. 

The scene on the platform is kaleidoscopic 
Coolies, naked except for a loin cloth, their 
bodies glistening with perspiration, stagger past 
with huge trunks, the many hued rarm'-lveliow 
green and blue — of Indian ladies, flash under the 
blazing _ lights and stand out brilliantly against 
the white or red clhotks (skirts) of the men; 
garlands lavishly bestowed on a departing r/om/ 
providing an overpowering smell of jasmine; the 
piercing cries of a coffee vendor, with his nasal 
cry of “ cawfee— cawfee, ” rises above the b.abd 
which fills the air ; the ringing of a bell, the pene- 
trating hiss of escaping steam, the scream of an 
engine whistle ; and, amid the slamming of door.s 
and the roar of voices raised in farewell, the 
train steams slowly from the station. 

The passenger train holds no discomforts for 
the Indian. It is an innovation of the European 
which he has approved and adopted. Familiarity 
breeds contempt, and it is diflicult to make the 
average uneducated Madrassi realise that by 
keeping open the carriage door and sitting on the 
floor with his legs dangling outside, he incurs a 
very' grave risk. Similarly all the warnings in 
the world will not prevent him from jumping out 
of the train while it is yet in motion, nor, if lie is 
not a passenger, from attempting to cross the 
line when a train is approaching. While many 
make the attempt, some succeed, but the horrible 
lessons which are taught practically every day 
seem to have no effect. 
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Another point which characterises travel on 
suburban lines in Madras is the misuse o 1 1 . 
communication cord. This is particularly so ^ 
one section of the line and by college stiK to s 
a section of the Indian community winch oug a 
to know better. It has been the pracfiee ' 
one of the students, previously deputed 
purpose, to pull the communication^ cori '' j 
the train is near their college, wine i 
distance away from the nearest station, 
the train stops the students make a hurrnr 
It is an unfortunate coincidence th.it t n 
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invariably slops on a level crossing- over a busy 
load, and tbe Irallic is held up for a considerable 
time while tbe irate autborities unsuccessfully 
attempt to find tbe culprit. Strong police action 
has been necessary to prevent this gross abuse 
of a valuable invention. 

Travelling in South India, it will be seen, is in 
entirely ditl'erent circumstances from travel at 
Home; but if it is less comfortable and speedy, 
it is certainlv a great deal more interesting. 

People’s Park and iMoore I\Iarket. 

Crossing the bridge over Cochrane’s Canal 
(once known as the North River) the road leads 
to the People's Park, for the existence of which 
the public of Madras owes its gratitude to Sir 
Charles Trevelyan, an cx-Governor. .Mmost at 
the entrance is tbe Moore Market, a bazaar 
administered by tbe Corporation of Madras. 

The chameleon as a pet would appeal to very 
few people, yet optimistic dealers in these 
unattractive creatures abound in the Moore Mar- 
ket — a comparatively modern institution which 
replaces the odoriferous and insanitay bazaar on 
Poonamallee Road. If the preference is for a 
monkey, a parrot, or a chattering bird, there is 
a wide and varied choice in that section of the 
bazaar devoted to the sale of livestock. Parrots 
which appear to possess a most amiable disposi- 
tion, when handled by the dealer, develop 
ungovernable tempers within a few hours of the 
cash transaction, and are likely to remove a 
square inch of skin from their new owners within 
a few hours of the transfer ! Still, the oppor- 
tunity to acquire a brilliantly plumed parrot, 
complete with wire cage, for a sum of about 
eightpence, does not a'rise in ever}- country in 
the world. 



[Photo : Higginbothams, Ltd. 

BULLOCK CART, MADRAS, 


No matter in what direction the mind of a 
potential customer turns in the Moore Market, 
his requirements can be supplied. At some of 
the stalls tended by venerable old men one won- 
ders whence thev obtained their miscellaneous 
assortment and how they propose to dispose of 
tt._ Empty tins, nails, pieces of a broken coffee 
grinder, a heliograph, a tattered shirt, three 
empty cartridge cases, a mysterious brass instru- 
aient which might be anything from a portion of 
a theodolite to an infernal machine, a silk hat in 
■ le last stage of decrepitude, three battered golf 


balls, a china soap dish, a bicycle bell and a Ford 
hub cap — things like these will often comprise the 
stock in trade of one of the hopeful vendors. 

At the same time, it is possible to obtain some 
extraordinary bargains in the Moore Market, but 
not without that haggling which is inseparable 
from a financial transaction in the East. This 
is particularly the case at the book stalls, where 
it is often possible to pick up rare old first 
editions for a few annas. There is, of course. 
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the indispensable ‘‘ Thieves’ Bazaar,” where the 
stock consists, practically without exception, of 
stolen property ! 

Occupying tbe southern portion of the People’s 
Park are the Ripon Buildings, opened in 1913, 
the official home of the Corporation of Madras 
and the place where the City Fathers conduct 
their deliberations. 

Behind these chief buildings are laid out orna- 
mental grounds which include a large lake, and 
a Zoo containing an 'interesting collection of 
indigenous animals. The South Indian Athletic 
.Association, which has done much to foster a 
love of sport in the Indian, has its grounds and 
fine sports ground in the People’s Park. 

To the west of the Park is Sydenham’s Road 
and to the north the Salt Cotaurs Goods Station 
of the M. and S.M. Railway. In connection with 
the latter it may be mentioned that recentlv, with 
the object of facilitating the handling of goods at 
night, the company installed high power electric 
lights which can be seen from all part of jMadras. 

The south side of the Poonamallee Road is 
occupied by the Sir Savalai Ramaswami Muda- 
liar’s Choultry and the Park Station of the South 
Indian Railway. To the west, and occupying 
the road which connects with the island, is" the 
Madras Penitentiary. Westwards, the road leads 
into Periamet, which is principally occupied by 
Mahomedans engaged in the hides and skin’s 
trade. 

Vepery. 

Naval Hospital Road, near which are the build- 
ings occupied by the Madras Medical Stores, the 
Government Veterinary Hospital and the Doveton 
Protestant College, leads into \'eperv, the princi- 
pal residential quarter of Anglo-Indians in Aladras. 
Vepery is another portion of Madras which 
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came into the possession of the Eng-lish as the 
result of a grant, from a Muslim, who transferred 
it in 1642. About 100 years later it was the scene 
of a sharp and bloody engagement between the 
English and French. The Society for the Pro- 
pagation of Knowledge, now known as the Dio- 
cesan Press, which has a printing press in the 
district, commenced its educational activities in 
Madras in 1717, and a school maintained by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel is 
also there. 

The site of St. Mathias’ Church is a piece of 
ground with an interesting history. Petrus 
Uscan, designer of the Marmalong Bridge, on 
the Madras-Chingleput road, built a chapel there 
at his own cost. Later, the jealous East India 
Company handed it over to the Danish Mission 
with a view to its being used to counteract the 
influence of Catholics in Madras. 

On the south side of Poonamallee Road is the 
Madras School of Arts and Crafts, which was 
established about 1850. Farther west is the fine 


passes from Mount Road to 
Wallajah Bridge, near the public sjate to the 
fort, IS a fine statue erected bv public sub<=crip- 
tion, to the memory of Sir Thomas Munro He 
ruled the destinies of Madras as Governor fo- 
seven years, and at the end of that period he 
was struck down by cholera while on a visit to 
Gooty. Just off the island and fronting the 
entrance to Government House is a statue of 
King Edward the Seventii. 


Madras Bungalows. 

Madras has one advantage which can be 
claimed by no other city of India— its cool and 
spacious bungalows. Only those who have 
experienced the crowded, airless flats of Calcutta 
and Bombay can appreciate the open, breezy bun- 
galows, with wide verandahs, overlooking fine 
compounds, which are found in their huiidred.s 
in Madras. A typical Madras bungalow consist.^ 
of drawing room, dining room, lounge, and eight 
or nine bedrooms, each with its own bathroom. 
There are wide, air}' verandahs both upstairs and 



Church of St. Andrew’s or, as it is more popularly 
known in Madras, the Scotch Kirk. On the oppo- 
site side of the road are the buildings which 
provide headquarters for the Madras Guards, the 
oldest volunteer corps in India, formed during 
the time of the Indian IHutiny. The Madras 
Electric Tramway Co. has its terminus and power 
station practically next door, and near at hand 
is the Young Women’s Christian Association, 
which provides a home and recreational and 
educational facilities for girls w'orking or study- 
ing in Madras, as well as temporary quarters for 
ladies passing through the city. Poonamallee 
Road leads past the headquarters of the Church 
Missionary Society out of municipal limits _ to 
the old military station of Poonamallee; leaving 
Kilpauk, another European and Anglo-Indian 
residential quarter, on the right. 

The island, to which passing reference has been 
made, lies between Government House and the 
fort. ' The principal erection on the island is the 
Gyrnkhana Club, which offers facilities for golf, 
soccer, and rugger, among other open-air games, 
to its members. Occupying a site in the middle 


down, and the house throughout is equipped with 
electric lights and fans. There is always a large 
compound, complete with tennis courts, pos.sibly 
several stately palm trees, and practically alwai^ 
beds of tropical flowers, a riot of colour, wliicli art- 
tended daily by the rar/ff, or gardener, flic kitclaa 
is usually a separate establishment somewhere la 
the rear of the bungalow. This is an admira 1 1 
arrangement, for the heat and smell insepar.-i ).(. 
from cooking quickly becomes evident on a im- 
airless day. The Indian cook, a sly ‘ j 

can perform wonders with a handful of lint .i'- “ • 
and an empty kerosine oil tin, is a constant 
of worrv to the metiisalith. His cooking' m.i} 
perfect, but he regards commission on all 
chases for the household as an inherent '’’s ' ] 
and much wordy warfare arises 
" bazaar ” stuff is brought for inspection. 
a tinv cholrra carrying a basket filled v. 1 1 - 

tables, fruit and eggs, with , 

pigeons and a struggling hen topping' [' 
he comes before the meinnahjh in the 
and producing a wcll-thiimhcd, greasy 
filled with weird and wonderful inarKing' 
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only he can understand, he reels olY Ins current 
day’s prices. The watcliful mcnisa/iib, however, 
generally succeeds in catching him napping, and 
the cook retires apparently disconilited but usually 
content with the knowledge that he has pocketed 
a few pies commission without the mcinsahib's 
knowledge. 

Life in the East without a sense of humour 
would be unbearable and, in this respect at least, 
a Madras bungalow has its privileges as well as 
its trials. 

Although Madras has been and is often 
described as a thoroughly unhealthy city, this 
statement has but little foundation in fact. The 
weather has been described as “ three months 
hot and nine months hotter,” and not without 
justification. It is no unusual thing for the mer- 
cury to climb up to 110° during the hot season, 
but with plenty of exercise and ordinary care the 
European has little to worry about. The Cor- 
poration maintains an efficient water supply from 
the huge catchment area and storage tanks at Red 


extraordinary progress in the provision and main- 
tenance of schools has been made. At the begin- 
ning- of the financial year ending September, 1926, 
there were in existence 51 Corporation schools. 
The Committee in charge made considerable pro- 
gress in the official adoption of privately managed 
schools, and by the end of the year the number 
had risen to 7S. In the Indian household the 
daughter always occupies a comparatively minor 
place, and it is the son who is given the best of 
everything. This being so, it has always been a 
great difficulty to make the Indian parents under- 
stand that girls are as much entitled to a sound 
education as boys, but it is only necessar)’^ at the 
present day to observe the number of women, 
some of who have taken their final degrees in 
England, occupying responsible positions in the 
medical profession or in Government service, 
to realise that an appreciable step has been taken 
in the direction of removing age-old prejudices. 
While this is the case, schools for girls are still 
greatly in the minorit}'. At the end of 1926 (the 
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Hills; and although up-to-date sanitation is a very 
rare exception, the health of the city is by no 
means so bad as some people say. 

To those who intimatel}- know and love the old 
^rid their name is legion — Madras is always 
me first and never the third ciw of the Indian 
Empire. 

Education. 

Reference has been made to many of the higher 
^ ucational institutions in Madras, but equally, if 
not more important, are those schools which tend 
o mental development of the young Indian. Since 
le introduction of free and compulsory education 
m le city, the future prospects of hundreds of 
.^oung children have improved considerably ; grants 
rom Government, provisions from municipal 
nn s, and last, but by no means least, privately 
‘ nnged and financed schools have combined to 
^ of Madras one of the principal 

aucational centres of the country, 
in 0 ^ elementary education in the citj* is 

the r of a small Standing Committee of 

orporation, and during the past few years 


most recent figures available), of the 7S Corpora- 
tion schools there were 16 for girls. 

Government’s approval of the Corporation pro- 
posal to introduce free and compulsorj' education 
in certain important wards of the city, announced 
in the middle of 1925, resulted in "considerable 
increases in the number of children, particularly 
those of the non-Mahomedan communitvq attend- 
ing recognised schools. A notable feature of the 
Corporation educational activities is tliat the muni- 
cipal scliools are free and open to all castes and 
communities, and it says much for the propaganda 
work carried out by councillors, teachers, and their 
assistants that the results in a caste-bound countrj’ 
have been so eminentl}- satisfactorj-. 

One factor of incalculable value is that In these 
schools education is imparted both in Eno-lish 
and the vernaculars. By this process the child 
obtains a firm grasp of the intricacies of a lan- 
guage_ current everywhere, a particularly useful 
asset in a countrv like India, where hundreds of 
languages and dialects are spoken. As in other 
parts of the world, the question of vocational 
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training in elementry schools has been the subject 
of a great deal of discussion. The Corporation 
Committee in charge of education has rightlv 
come to the conclusion that vocational training 
is an all important factor. The percentage of 
unemployed in Indian is high, particularly among 
those who have taken University degrees. An 
Indian graduate of an Indian University is averse 
to adopting any type of work which might be 
classed as menial, and efforts to get educated men 
to return to their simple village life have not met 
with the success they deserve. Consequently, 
there are many unemployed graduates, and a large 
number who scrape a poor living as vakils of the 
Madras High Court. 

The idea underlying the imparting of vocational 
training is, therefore, a sound one, and the Cor- 
poration has made, or is making, arrangements 
to give instruction at certain schools in printing. 


The Harbour. 

While Calcutta and Bombay were niakiiw crood 
use of their port facilities for the development 0? 
their trade, Madras was greatly handicapped hv 
reason of the fact that it was p'racticallv an open 
roadstead until about the beginning of the present 
century. For the transport of cargo between diip 
and shore masters of trading ships" were compelled 
to avail themselves of the native-made mnsuhh, 
or surf boat, which may be described as consisting 
of planks roughly sawn from trees and laced to"'- 
gether with strong twine, and without ribs or keel; 
but this flexible method of construction has the 
advantage that boats so built are able to carrv their 
two or three tons of cargo over the boiling surf 
which threatens, but rarely accomplishes," their 
destruction. They were, and where still in use, 
as at Pondicherry, are manned by a crew of six 
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weaving, mat-making, higher carpentry, rope- 
making, etc. 

While the Madras elementary schools make 
ample provision for mental development, the 
importance of the physical side of school life is 
not neglected. Playgrounds have been or are in 
process of being provided, and another innovation 
is the introduction of inter-school sports annually. 
Scout troops have been formed at certain schools, 
and, with a view to enlarging the general know- 
ledge of the pupils, excursions to various places 
of interest, where learning can be imparted under 
the most suitable conditions, are arranged 
periodically. Local school children, too, owe 
much to philanthropic Indians, both Hindu^ and 
Muslim, who provide treats on special occasions. 

From this necessarily brief outline it will be 
seen that general elementary education, offered in 
such a form that it may be taken advantage of by 
the verv poorest people, is one of the most impor- 
tant fea’tures of the civic administration of Madras. 


or eight men and boys, who navigate them viti 
rude kinds of paddles. 

Such was the state of affairs which had acn 
in existence at Madras from time immemorial unti 
the early sixties, when a screw pile pier was een 
structed. It was 42 feet in width, and 17 
12 feet above low and high-water level respect 
and as it projected for a distance of i,u)0 t 
there was a possibility of landing goods in o i 
ably fine weather, although during the greater 
of the year the work was most precarious. 

The Madras Chamber of Commerce gave e. 
fill consideration to the question of pro\u 
artificial harbour, and the Committee 
formed in that connection started ^ 
and activities which, together with t losf ^ 
Port Trust in later years, have ,,’,1 

present harbour — the outcome of a p ‘ 
struggle with the forces of Nature a - ‘ 

more than a million pounds sterling. 
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The enclosed artificial harbour of Madras has 
an area of 20Q acres, containing; water at all 
seasons and under every climatic condition. Small 
craft, ranging' downwards from 1,000 tons, are 
catered for by a nine-acre boat basin which affords 
safe anchorage at all times. This boat-basin is 
equipped with 1,600 feet of shallow quay wallings, 
alongside of which barges and canoe boats can 
lie. At present, it is principally used for the land- 
ing and shipping of iron and stone, as well as 
for non-dutiable coasting cargo. For the handling 
of these products, 17 hydraulic cranes are in use. 

From this boat basin, a canal leads into a two- 
acre timber pond, which Is equipped with small 
jetties and cranes and all other facilities necessary 
for the expeditious handling of timber, for which 
there is around the pond a commodious storage 
area. The Madras Port Trust owns some 17 
vessels of 1,000 tons and less, and these are 
accommodated in the boat basin which, in addition. 


from, paddocks, thus obviating the necessity for 
the intervention of railway wagons. 

One of the most important features of the har- 
bour is the West Quay, which provides comfort- 
able berthing for four vessels of from 26 to 30 feet 
draught. 1 Should emergency arise, six vessels 
can be accommodated. Behind these berths are 
four transit sheds comprising an area of about 
seven acres. For working cargo in and out of 
lighters, between the ship berths spaces are 
reserved and equipped with 31-ton hydraulic 
cranes. For the purpose of working cargo in and 
out of the holds of ships lying at the quay large 
portable cranes are provided, while there are 
electric trucks and stackers for the speedy trans- 
port of cargo into the sheds. 

There are three other ship-quays, namely, the 
Outer-Quay, used chiefly for the discharge of case 
oil and petrol on the north-eastern sheltering 
breakwater; the East Quay, used for coal, at the 
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provides shelter for anything from 40 to lOO-ton 
lighters, which may be necessary to fulfil the 
. requirements of the landing and shipping business. 
The boat basin contains also a slipway able to 
accommodate vessels up to goo tons dead-weight 
and an area has been reserved, with a ramp 
leading up to it, on which smaller boats and barges 
j^ay be built or repairs carried out. Close at 
’and are the Port Trust’s recently erected and 
! ’oroughly up-to-date workshops. Although 
■ntended primarily' for the purpose of carrying out 
rpairs to the Port Trust’s own extensive plant, 
’ese workshops can, and frequently do, render 
assistance to shipping. 

Facilities for the handling of petrol and oil are 
^ore than adequate, and piping is laid down 
’rough which petrol and oil can be pumped to the 
’niporting companies’ own storage installations 
irect from vessels lying at their moorings. 
■ 'quail}' convenient are the arrangements for the 


landinp- 


which 

T 2 


S or embarkation of horses and cattle, 
can walk straight ashore into, or embark 


old, now closed, harbour entrance ; and the South 
Quay, used chiefly by Rangoon and Singapore 
passenger vessels, as well as by horse and cattle 
boats. All these three quays, as well as the West 
Quay berths, are connected up by rail, on both 
the metre and the standard gauge, with all parts 
of the harbour and indeed of India. Everywhere 
troops and passengers can pass from rail to ship’s 
side in half-a-dozen paces. 

Suitable accommodation for passengers of all 
classes has been provided at the South Quay, at 
a cost of about Rs. 200,000. ~ 

Madras harbour is excellently situated as 
regards railway communication with the interior. 
The systems of the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
and of the South Indian Railways convero-e at the 
port, and further the majority of the la^e firms 
have their premises close to both railway trucks 
and wharves. Wagons belonging to each of the 
railway companies run over all the lines within 
the harbour area, and goods can be booked to 
any station in India from one or other of the two 
railwaj' offices within the j-ard. 
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SPENCER and CO., LTD., Wholesale and Retail General Merchants, 

Refreshment Contractors, etc.. Mount Road. 


Cigar lAIanufacturcrs, 


Ihe ornate and impressive front of the premises 
of Messrs. Spencer and Co., Ltd., in Madras 
approximates more to that of an extensive 
Government building or college rather than a 
general departmental store. The land occupied 
is several acres in extent, and the fact that the 
firm employ about 2,000 persons is an eloquent 
indication of the development which their business 
has attained. The premises comprise many sec- 
tions, and the interior of the main portion form- 
ing the general department store extends in an 


The firm’s household equipments arc well cal- 
culated to meet the most diverse rcquirenieiits. 
They have elsewhere in the city a factory 
where about 200 persons are employed in the 
manufacture of all kinds of furniture, and tlic.^ic 
productions are displayed in the firm’s furnish- 
ing department and auction rooms at 200, Mount 
Road. 

Their pharmaceutical department, elegantly 
appointed and stocked with a greater variety of 
drugs, chemicals, patent medicines, toilet accc.s- 



AERIAL VIEW OF THE PREMISES OF SPENCER and CO., LTD., MADRAS. 


unbroken sequence of departments without ob- 
structions or pillars for about 400 feet. Progress 
from end to end of that notable exhibition brings 
into view most if not all of the things pertaining 
to life’s daily routine. 

The departments are so many and equally com- 
mendable that it is difficult to determine in which 
direction the firm excel. To ladies none are 
naturally' more appealing, perhaps, than those 
where the vagaries of fashion and fancy are 
alluringly displayed in feminine habiliments of 
every description. Those for gentlemen’s out- 
fitting are similarly authoritative and attractive; 
and in the tailoring sections are employed .sar- 
torial experts w’hose clever exemplification of fit 
and fashion in garments for ail occasions is a 
matter of more than local renown. 

.•\n example of the thoroughness and com- 
pleteness with which the firm operate is afforded 
by the fact that not only are they very large 
importers of boots and shoes, but they also manu- 
facture them. 


sories, etc., than usually obtains in pharmacies lu 
Great Britain, would be a very noteworthy liH'''' 
ness by' itself. The making up of doctors pre- 
scriptions there is under the personal charge of •> 
qualified English pharmacist, and tlic utmost cari 
is devoted to the freshness and purity as well •'i'* 
the accuracy of all the ingredients compounded. 

As grocers and provision merchants Mes'-rs. 
Spencer and Co.’s stocks of preserved foods 0 
every description bear witness to the worn < r u 
perfection and variety which have been atf.uno 
in the manufacture of such commodities. 

But of all the many departments none is n. )— 
impressive than the one where the firm s ^ 
and spirits are blended, bottled, and storei . ‘ 

interior of that uncommon place presMi s • 
unbroken vista of about 600 feet long 
50 feet wide. Both sides arc I''’*’' ,' r. 

holding an enormous range of hquor.s o ^ 
description, including many rich and 
in bottles hoary with tiie dust of time. 

Spencer and Co., Ltd., have their own p.op ' 
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whiskies, “ Highland Malt,” ” Club No. i,” and 
“ Imperial Highland,” which are blends of high 
excellence, and in popular demand. 

Very impressive, loo, are the departments 
where the goods ordered by customers in town 
and country undergo an elaborate system of 
checking before being carefully paciced in wooden 
cases for despatch by the firm’s large fleet of 
motor vehicles. 

No branch of the great business of Messrs. 
Spencer and Co., Ltd., is more worthy of atten- 
tion than their aerated water factory, which has 
a floor space of 15,375 square feet, and an average 
output of between 3,000 and 4,000 dozen bottles 
of aerated waters daily. About 45,000 empty 
bottles are on an average kept in readiness for 
the demands of the business. But in the produc- 
tion of aerated waters, especially in a tropical 
city like Madras, it is not the extent but the 
methods of manufacture that are of primary im- 
portance to the consumer. In that connection 
the factory of Messrs. Spencer and Co., Ltd., is 
unsurpassed anywhere for scientific procedure 
and care. The purification of the water supply is 
conducted by the most thorough and effective 
methods, and at the time of writing the firm are 
making experiments for the enhancement of these 
by ultra-violet rays. The water is first filtered 



main showroom in premises of 

SPENCER and CO., LTD., MADRAS. 


in large tanks by passing through four feet of 
sand beds supported on aluminium sheets with 
Very minute apertures six inches above a basis of 
granite slabs. It is estimated that these sand 
niters eliminate 90 per cent, of whatever germs 
™ay be in the water, which, conveyed in pipes 
of blocked tin, next passes a very remarkable 
purifying apparatus consisting of a long row of 
porous keiselguhr candle filters made of over- 
upping microscopic shells so infinitesimal that 
lore are 2,500,000 of them to the square inch, 
le Water is pressed through these candles at a 
pressure of 35 lbs. to the square inch, and the 
^Ppaiatus is without duplicate in the world, for it 
*^vented bv the manager of the factory, Mr. 

• Pennington. 

lessrs. Spencer and Co., Ltd., manufacture 
eir own flavouring essences and syrups. In all 
le interesting operations relating' thereto scrupul- 


ous care is also exercised in preventing any possi- 
bility of contamination. The materials are only 
made when and as required, thus ensuring their 
absolute freshness and purity, and when ready for 
the bottling operations, they are as pure as human 
ability can make them. When their final perfec- 
tion has been attained they are conveyed by 
gravitation (for they are manufactured on an 
upper floor) through pipes of blocked tin into 
glass-covered filling appliances, which very in- 



SECUNDERABAD BRANCH OF 
SPENCER and CO., LTD. 


geniously and automatically insert the exact 
quantity necessary into each of the bottles. The 
latter are then filled by the bottling machinery 
with the purified water and carbonic acid gas, 
and immediately afterwards are hermetically 
sealed by the wonderful crown-corking machine. 

Before being used the bottles are thoroughly 
washed and sterilised. This is effected first in 
ordinary water, and their insides are scoured by 
rapidly-revolving brush machinery. Thereafter 
they are immersed in strong solutions of perman- 
ganate of potash and chlorine, and their insides 
are finally rinsed by jets of purified water at a 
pressure of 60 lbs. each, this being effected quite 
dose to the bottling machinery, into which the 
bottles are immediately placed, so as to prevent 
any possible contamination from the atmosphere. 

Samples of the soda waters of Messrs. Spencer 
and Co., Ltd., were sent for bacteriological 
examination to Dr. S. Judd Lewis, D.Sc., F.I.C., 
Ph.C., Lecturer on Spectroscopy at University 
College, London, and the following are extracts 
from his report : 

“ Volume of carbon dioxide : 2,427 O.C. per bottle, or 
5.95 times the volume of water contained in the soda- 
water.” 

“ Bacteriological E.xamination or Spencer’s 
S o'DAWATERS. 

Bile-salt Glucose: No acid or gas generated in 100 C.C. 
of water. Bile-salt Lactose; No gas generated in ioO 
C.C. of water. The general observations on the soda- 
waters are that the waters are of a high det^ree of bac- 
terial purity and are pure and wholesome.” ° 

ChEIITCAL ExAillXATIOX OF SpEXCER’s SoD.\M'.\TERS. 

In response to the inquii’y as to whether any poisonous 
metals are present, it should be stated that the propor- 
tion of load is so minute as to be quite negligible. It was 
found spectroscopically, but it is, practically spe.'iking, too 
sm.all to be found by the usual chemical tests.” 
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“ StJSPEKDED Matter in Spekcee’s Sodawaters. 

This was insignificant in quantity and apparently in 
quality also. In no case was there any non-volatile sus- 
pended matter.” 

The beverages made by Messrs. Spencer and 
Co., Ltd., are in large variety, and it is worthy of 
note that in the production of their delicious 
Orange, Lemon, and Lime Crushes they use a 
substance giving the same beneficial results as 
Vitamine C. 



BANGALORE BRANCH OF 
SPENCER and CO., LTD. 


The firm are refreshment contractors to the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, the 
South Indian Railway, North Western Railway, 
and the Mysore State Railway. They have 
wholesale branches at Bombay and Karachi, and 
retail branches at Alleppey, Bangalore, Calicut, 
Champion Reefs, Cocanada, Cochin, Coimbatore, 
Kodaikanal, Kotagiri, Madura, Mercara, Oota- 
camund, Pollibetta, Quilon, Secunderabad, 
Trivandrum, Trichinopoly, and Waltair, as well 
as in Georgetown and Vepery, Madras. 

Messrs. Spencer and Co., Ltd., are also owners 
of the two chief hotels in Madras, the Connemara 


and tlie Hotel Spencer. Each of these estab- 
lishments is very comfortably appointed and 
electric fans and lights are in all the bedrooms 
as well as in the public sections. The cuisine of 
both is exceptionally good, which is not surpris- 
ing in view of the great resources and experience 
of the firm as the leading caterers in India. Other 
hotels belonging to Messrs. Spencer and Co., 
Ltd., are the West End Hotel and Cubbon Hotel] 
Bangalore, and the Hotel Antigo Palacio] 
Mormugoa, which are also worthy of ever}- com- 
mendation. 

The business was started in 1S63 
Charles Durrant, who was joined in partnership 
two years later by Mr. J. W. Spencer under the 
name of Durrant and Spencer, which was clianged 
in 1873 fo Spencer and Co. After many changes 
in its personnel the firm was formed in 1S97 into 
a limited liability company, which has now a 
capita] of 65 lakhs of rupees. 

In 1926 the business of Oakes and Co., Ltd., 
in which Messrs. Spencer and Co., Ltd., had 
become the principal shareholder, was liquidated. 
The motor-car section of Oakes and Co., Ltd., 
was continued by a new company of the same 
name, with a capital of six lakhs, and all the other 
assets were transferred to Messrs. Spencer and 
Co., Ltd. The net result was the acquisition hy 
Messrs. Spencer and Co., Ltd., of the valuable 
site, 199 and 200, Mount Road, at a figure repre- 
sented by the surrender of shares which cost very 
much less than the value of the land and build- 
ings acquired in their stead. The extensive 
Oakes garage is the local depot for the Ford 
cars and accessories. 

The cable address of Messrs. Spencer and 
Co., Ltd., is “ Torpedos,” Madras, and the 
codes used by them are the ABC 5th edition 
and Bentley’s. 


OAKES and CO., LTD., Motor Engineers, Importers of the Ford Vehicles ; 
Insurance, Clearing and Forwarding Agents, 200, Mount Road. 


Maxt changes have taken place during recent 
years in the commercial firms in Madras, espe- 
cially those in Mount Road. One of the most 
noteworthy examples in that connection is pre- 
sented by the business of Messrs. Oakes and Co., 
Ltd., which had been established in 1S43, and 
comprised one of the largest of the local depart- 
ment stores. In 1926 that business was taken 
over by Messrs. Spencer and Co., Ltd., -^vho now' 
utilise for furniture and other requirements the 
main portion of the premises formerly occupied 
by Messrs. Oakes and Co., Ltd. The motor 
department of the latter, however, w'as continued 
under a new company, and is the sole depot in 
Southern India and the Nizam’s Dominions for 
the celebrated Ford cars and trucks. It occupies 
an area of about two acres, and gives employ- 


Tliere are more Ford cars about the world tli.in 
any other makes. They are to be numbered by 
the million; and their popularity continues 
unabatedly because of the great ' 

which have been made in them during rca 
years, not so much with regard to the tngin . 
w’hich has reached a perfection which .seem.'; in 
possible of enhancement, but in the new 
charm, greater comfort, and convenience o 
body. 

Messrs. Oakes and Co.’s cliief 
measures 200 by 90 feet, and has 
equipment of machinery, including <i y- 

crane capable of carrying weigiits up . ,j 
tons. The company build for the - (’in/ 

kinds of lorries, busses, etc., and t lei 
is done bv the new electric 
has relcrrated hand-painting to the brn 


ment to about 250 workmen. 


obsolete. ' 
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The owncrsliip of a Ford carries naturally 
more advantages in regard to spare parts and 
accessories than any other car in the world, and 
the great stock of these held by Messrs. Oakes 
and Co., Ltd., is certainly very impressive. That 
extensive assortment is upheld by the fact that 
there are more Ford vehicles in Madras and 
tliroughout India than any other makes, and the 
rapidity with which their number is being aug- 
mented will be appreciated by the fact that 
Messrs. Oakes and Co., Ltd., receive shipments 
of about loo of them at a time, and sell about 
50 of them monthly. 
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Messrs. Oakes and Co., Ltd., are also clearing 
and forwarding agents, and are agents for : 
Royal Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Commercial Union Assurance Co. 

Neale & Wilkinson, Ltd. 

Geo. Wheatley and Co., Ltd. 

Pickfords, Ltd. 

American Express Co., Ltd. 

Gerhard & Hay, Ltd. 

Lep Ti'ansport & Depository, Ltd. 

Pitt & Scott, Ltd. 

Northern Transport Agency. 

The telegraphic and cable address of Messrs. 
Oakes and Co., Ltd., is “ Oakes,” Madras, and 
the codes used by them are the ABC 5th edition, 
Bentley’s, Lieber’s, and Western Union. 


PARRY and CO., Merchants, Bankers, and Agents, First Line Beach. 


There are in Madras several fine old firms with 
records and traditions going back many decades ; 
but none of them is more worthy of notice in that 
respect than Messrs. Parry and Co., whose ex- 
tensive premises are zidmirably situated close to the 


were eventful times. The defeat of the French 
and the weaker position of the native princes by 
the loss of their alliance placed power in the 
hands of Britsh oificials at Madras, which was 
indiscreetly used by some, who, after the manner 



"PARRY’S CORNER,” FORMED BY THE PREMISES OF PARRY and CO., MADRAS. 

(Probably the oldest business site in India). 


principal banks, the General Post Office, and 
opposite to the Beach Railway Station, which is 
the junction of the South Indian Railway with 
the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway 
Cornpany. That valuable site is referred to in 
ancient histories of Southern India as ” Parry’s 
Corner,” which was purchased in 1775 for ten 
thousand “ star pagodas.” Title deeds in posses- 
sion of Messrs. Parr}^ and Co. show that the 
property xvas transferred in 1803 to the founder 
of their business, Mr. Thomas Parrx^ who was 
born at Leighton Hall, Welshpool, in 1768, and 
went to Madras at the age of twenty. Shortly 
after his arrival in 1788 he started business as a 
^erchant; but accepted a post under the official 
ccountant of Madras, and remained in associa- 
lon with the authorities for about four years, 
eing at one time private secretary to General 
^^edows, the Governor of Madras, "from 1790 to 
/92, when he resigned in order to devote his 
ontire time to his commercial affairs. Those 


of the Anglo-Indians of that date, had private 
interests and sordid ends to serve, to the oppres- 
sion of the inhabitants. 

A determination to preserve the right and 
defend the plundered natives was the patriotic 
endeavour of Mr. Parry. But his active interest 
in the affairs of the native princes rendered him 
obnoxious to the authorities at the fort; and 
his banishment was decreed. Leaving Madras 
in the company of Mr. Orme, the celebrated his- 
torian, or a relative of his, he went to Ceylon, 
and stayed there with the Governor of that colony 
until the excitement over his departure had sub- 
sided in Madras. He then returned, probably 
about 181S, and again became very influential 
amongst the Indians. In 1S24 he and a nephew 
of his, aged only ten, while travelling between 
Porto Novo and Cuddalore, died through cholera 
on August 24th of that year. They were buried 
in Christ Church, at Old Town, Cuddalore, in the 
pavement of which edifice there is a stone to their 
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memory. A tablet to Thomas Parry was also 
erected in St. George’s Cathedral, Madras, and 
on it is inscribed a lengthy eulogy of his good 
qualities. 

The offices of Messrs. Parry and Co. are pro- 
bably just as they were when Napoleon was 
dazzling the world with his military achievements. 
On the walls of the large private room used b}’ 
the two present partners, Mr. C. E. Wood 
(Sheriff of Madras in 1925-1926) and Mr. W. O. 
Wright, O.B.E., hang pictures of many of the 
former members of the firm, including a fine old 
painting of Mr. Thomas Parry, and another of 
him in company with Admiral Cornish. Amongst 
the interesting old mementoes in that room are 
also ancient books containing copies of the firm’s 
letters in beautiful penmanship, for copying ink, 
carbons, typewriters, and other modern office 
accessories were then unknown. While largely 
taken up, of course, with the firm’s affairs, the 
letters in these ancient volumes reflect the his- 
torical events of the times in which they were 
written and the conditions then prevailing in 
Madras. Many of them are signed by Mr. 
Thomas Parrjq and in remarkably clear and 
eloquent diction refer to numerous commercial 
and industrial projects in which he was engaged. 
The same spirit of enterprise and ability and 
adherence to the highest standards of rectitude 
manifested in the firm’s activities under the 
regime of its worthy founder are equally charac- 
teristic of the business to-day. 

Amongst the large and important interests con- 
trolled by Messrs. Parry and Co. is the Presi- 
dency Manure Works, Ltd., at Ranipet, where 
large quantities of bones are crushed by up-to- 
date machinery, and where chemical fertilizers 
are prepared. The greater portion of the output 
of that factory is required to meet an increasing 
local demand, but a considerable amount is ex- 
ported. Fertilizers, it may be noted, are used 
extensively by planters in the districts of Mysore, 
the Nilgiris, and in the Wynaad district of 
Malabar. The Government Department of Agri- 
culture has established experimental stations 
where demonstrations are given of the relative 
values of different kinds of manures, and the 
rifois have taken a keen interest in the subject 
since it has been proved to them that heavier 
crops can be obtained by the judicious use of these 
aids to a scientific cultivation of the land. 

Messrs. Parry and Co. are also managing 
agents for the East India Distilleries and Sugar 
Factories, Ltd., whose principal works are at 
Nellikuppam. Sugar is manufactured there 
partlv from jaggery, which is a product of the 
palmVrah-trec, and partly from sugar-cane, a con- 
siderable quantity of which is grown by the com- 
pany itself and by the ri/nlx living within ten 
mile.s or so of the factory. There is also at Nelli- 
kuppam a large distillery, said to he the finest in 
India, in which arrack is manufactured. .Another 
industrv in connection with the Nellikuppam dis- 
tiller}- "is the collection of the carbonic acid gas 


generated in the early processes of spirit maiu!- 
facture. This gas is liquified under great pres- 
sure, and packed in steel cylinders fur sale to 
soda-water manufacturers throughout India and 
Burma. Another department of the remarkable 
combination of industries at Nellikuppam is de- 
voted to the manufacture of all kinds of sweets, 
which are growing in popular demand in India! 
Burma, Ceylon, and the Straits Settlements. 

The same company has another sugar factorv 
at Kulasekarapatnam, about 35 miles" distant In 
sea from Tuticorin, or by motor-car from Tinnc- 
yelly respectively, and sugar is made there from 
juice and jaggery obtained from palmyrali-tree.s 
which abound in the neighbourhood. .Messrs. 
Parry and Co. are likewise managing agents for 
the Deccan Sugar and Abkari Co., Ltd., whose 
works are situated about nine miles from Coro- 
nada, adjacent to a line of railway and one of the 
Godaveri canals, both of which are available for 
transport. The factories mentioned produce on 
an average about 2,000 tons of sugar per month. 

Other important concerns for which Messrs. 
Parry and Co. are managing agents are the New 
Malabar Timber Yards and Saw Mills, Ltd., at 
Kallai, near Calicut; Parry’s Engineering, Ltd., 
Calcutta, for the manufacture of all kinds of light 
railway materials ; the Government Russclknnda 
Saw Mills; the Mofussil Warehou.scs and Ir.nd- 
ing Co., Ltd.; and The Commonwealth Trust, 
Ltd., which has nine tile factories and two weav- 
ing concerns on the Malabar Coast. 

Messrs. Parry and Co. operate very exten- 
sively as general merchants and commission 
agents, and have branches at Badagara, Banga- 
lore, Berhampore, Bezwada, Bombay, Calcutta, 
Calicut, Cannamorc, Chowgat, Coennada, Cochin, 
Codacal, Cuddalore, Cuddaph, Ellorc, Iwode, 
Feroke, Guntur, Jeppo, Kallai, Karachi, Karur, 
Kudroli, Kulasekarapatnam, Kumbakenam, 
Madura, Mangalore, Masuiipatam, Malpe, ^ager- 
coil, Nagapatam, Nellikuppam, Ncllorc, Nidavole, 
Olavakode Palght, Panriitti, Porto Nova, rulhi- 
y-ara, Ranipet, Russelkonda, Trichinopoly, Lnnc- 
vellv, Tuticorin, Trivandrum, Quilon, Udipi, am 


Vizianagaram. _ t , - 

Messrs. Parry and Co.’.s agents in London an 
Messrs. Parrv, Murrav and Co., 107, Old rO’j' 
Street, E.C.', and this agency invanni) 
managed bv a retiring partner. Their telcgrap 1 - 
address is “ Ubiquitous,” and their codes me tm 
ABC 5th edition. Bentley’s, and Scott s !>■ 
edition. Messrs. Parry and Co. are ■'’L'*’!' i 
an enormous number of famous comniercia 
industrial firms as well as : 

Tnsnr.ancc Offire of Anstraii.T, Ltd- 

Afercli.-uits }fnrine Tti.snr.ince C'o., I- < - if,,,..). 

Xpw Zeal.-intl Tnsuiance Co., Ltd. ff'ire an' . 

The Xorth Briti.sh A .Meirantile (-0 

Ocean, Accident i ftuamiilce C orp'aa. .''n, 

Oce.aii ALn'ine In.'-inance Co., Ltd, J, ’' 

Koy.-il Exchance .■tsMirance fV<rfK>r.itiori ■ 

.and Marine). if 1 

.<ann Imurance OfTice. Ltd. {IVe and • 

Xatal Direct Line of .‘^teanier-. 
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BEST and CO., LTD., IMercliants and Agents, 

O.N'E of the firms contributing most to the com- 
merce and industry of Southern India is that of 
Messrs. Best and Co., Ltd., wliose interests are 
on a very comprehensive scale, and give employ- 
ment to about 10,000 persons. Their business 
was founded by Messrs. A. D. Best and J. 
McLintock, who entered into partnership in 1S79 
under the title of Best and Co., taking over and 
continuing the connections of Aspinwall and Co., 
established in Madras during the previous ten 
years. One of the later partners was Sir Robert 
Black, Bart. In 1911 the firm was formed into a 
limited liability company, and the managing direc- 
tor of it is Sir Gordon Fraser, who has been 
associated with the business since 1S95. The other 
directors are Messrs. W. W. Paul, A. Fraser, 
M*. H. Ruddle, and F. Birley. The Secretary is 
Mr. E. R. Rose. 

Messrs. Best and Co., Ltd., are amongst the 
largest of the local exporters, and through their 
commodious warehouses pass great quantities of 
hides and skins, groundnut kernels and other oil 
seeds and produce, which are shipped to various 
parts of the world. The firm’s imports consist 
chiefly of piece-goods and engineering supplies, 
etc., in which they also occupy a leading position 
in Madras trade. 

J*Iessrs. Best and Co., Ltd., are proprietors of 
the Cocotine Refinery at Pondicherry, the Eagle 
Rolling Mills, Kumardhubi, and the Northern 
Circars Development Co., Cigar Manufacturers, 
Cocanada. They are managing agents for the 
Anglo-French Textile Co., Ltd., Crompton Engi- 
neering Co. (Madras), Ltd., Madras Tanning and 
Trading Co., Ltd., and the Mysore Tannery, Ltd. 
As secretaries for the Singareni Collieries Co., 
Ltd., they transact a large coaling trade ; while 
as general clearing, forwarding, insurance and 
commission agents their operations cover all 
branches of modem commerce. Messrs. Best 
and Co., Ltd., have branches at Pondicherry and 
Cocanada, and they have agents at all the prin- 
cipal towns in Southern India. Their telegraphic 
address is “ Best,” and they use all the standard 
codes. They are agents for the following : — 


North Beach Road, opposite to Beach Station. 

SmppixG. 

Asiatic Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. 

Ellerman (Hall & City) Lines. 

Ellerman Bucknall Steamship Co., Ltd. 

Anchor Line. 

Canadian Pacific Steamships, Ltd. 

Canard Line. 

.Tava Bengal Line. 

Koninklijke Paketvaart jMaatschappij. 

Netherland Steam Navigation Co. 

Eotierdanische Lloj-d Steamship Co. 

Transatlantic S.S. Co., Ltd., Gottenburg. 

Societa Veneziana Di Navigazione A Vapore. 

CliEiRIXG AND FOEWAErorXG. 

Agents for the Kolar Gold Field. 

Exgixeeeixg. 

A.ssociated Manufacturers’ Co. 

Birkmyre Bros. 

Broome & Wade, Ltd. 

Davey, Paxman & Co., Ltd. 

British Ropes, Ltd. 

Hongkong Rope Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Indian Patent Stone Co., Ltd. 

Merryweather & Sons, Ltd. 

Mysore Ivon Works. 

Betters, Ltd. 

Betters (Ipswich), Ltd. 

Shahabad Cement Co., Ltd. 

IXSTJEAXCE. 

Alliance Insurance Co., Ltd. 

North British Sc Mercantile Insurance Co., Ltd. 
Northern Assurance Co., Ltd. 

South British Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Fine Art & General Insurance Ck>., Ltd. 

GoVERXilEXT. 

Sudan Government Railwaj-s and Steamers. 
British North Borneo Government. 

Paixts, Etc. 

Certainteed Products Corporation. 

International Paint & Compositions, Ltd. 

Murarka Paint Sc Varnish Works, Ltd. 

Gexeeal. 

Asiatic Petroleum Co. (India) , Ltd. 

Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Co., Ltd. 

Nobel’s E.xplosive Co., Ltd. 

British Alizarine Co., Ltd. 

British Goodrich Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Burrakur Coal Co., Ltd. 

Hyderabad (Deccan) Co., Ltd. 

Price’s Candles. 

Swiss jMilk Co., Ltd. 

Lloyds. 


THE GENERAL CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD., 
Architects, Builders, and Contractors, Pantheon Road. 


he General Construction Co., Ltd., has the dis- 
t'nction of being the only English undertaking 
Its kind in Madras. It was formed in 1923, and 
reconstructed in 1926. While operating as archi- 
®cts, builders, and contractors, the company 
c^otes special attention to reinforced concrete, 
^Hd in that connection has already done a great 
^h 1 of important work in bridges, foundations, 
c. The managing director is Mr. C. Newman- 


Sanders and the architect is Mr. H. F. Prvnne 
A.R.I.B.A. The company is connected with the 
British Steel Piling Co., Ltd., of 54, Parliament 
Street, Westminster, London, S.W.i. The tele- 
graphic address of The General Construction Co., 
Ltd., is ” Concrete,” Madras, and the codes used 
are Bentley’s and the ABC 5th and 6th 
editions. 


BRUNNER, MOND and CO. (INDIA), LTD. Manufacturers of Chemicals. 

This firm have a branch at Madras, and are reviewed on pages 70 and 71, 
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IMcDOWELL and CO., LTD., Wine Merchants 

To the average foreigner India is a land of drinks 
and smokes — a thirsty land, where the evenings 
especially are greatly welcomed, and dreams and 
fancies arise in the incense of the Indian cheroot. 
In the latter connection the name of McDowell 
and Co., Ltd., is well-known throughout the 
world, and in the former connection connoisseurs 
in Madras and Southern India are appreciatively 
familiar with the Celtic designation of the source 
of supply of choice wines and spirits and other 
liquors reminiscent of far-olf days and places 
before the East had sent forth to them its 
imperious call. 

The premises of Messrs. McDowell and Co., 
Ltd., in Georgetown, give from the outside little 
indication of the fact that they occupy an area of 
about two acres. They are an interesting survival 
of the long distant past, and must be amongst 
the oldest of the local structures; but have been 
adapted from time to time to meet the firm’s 
requirements. The present managing director of 
the company, Mr. F. E. Hooper, is the great- 
grandson of the founder of the business, a Dr. 
McDowell, who, after taking his pension from 
** John ” Company, started trading in 1825 as .a 
wine merchant. His venture proved extremely 
successful, resulting in the acquisition of many 
valuable agencies, and developed greatly. 
Messrs. McDowell and Co.’s old godowns are 
admirably adapted for the storage of their wines 
and spirits. They do a considerable amount of 
blending and bottling, and are, of course, direct 
importers from the best sources of supply in the 
world. 

About 1880 the late Mr. A. M. Hooper, who 
was then senior partner of the firm, realising the 
possibilities of the cigar industry in India, began 
manufacturing operations at Trichinopoly, at that 
time the centre of the industry in Southern India. 
The method of curing the indigenous leaf was then 
exceedingly crude ; and the firm recognised the 
fact that in order to attain a leading position in 
the cigar trade it would be necessarj^ to obtain 
higher quality and greater variety of the raw 
material, and to make use of expert knowledge 
in the most important work of blending different 
tobaccos. Mr. Hooper’s energy and enterprise 


and Cigar Manufacturers, 2-6, Second Line Beach. 

were accordingly directed towards improvcnien‘ 
and perfection m every possible direction in hh 
new industry, and as an increased demand was 
the natural consequence, it became necessarv u> 
make arrangements for greater accommodation. 
The firm’s factory in Georgetown was therefore 
opened, and to start the work there fortv 
“ rollers ” and their families were sent from 
Trichinopoly. The number of hands now employed 
runs into some hundreds. 

Up to the year 189;- Indian and Sumatra 
tobaccos alone had been used in the factory ; but 
as the public taste was setting towards a liighcr 
quality, the firm were the pioneers in the intro- 
duction and blending of the finest imported leaf 
with the Indian product. The secret of the 
distinctive individuality and quality of .Messrs. 
McDowell and Co.’s cigars lies largely in the 
precision and accuracy with which the various 
tobaccos are blended in their factory by European 
experts, who adhere to the formula introduced at 
the beginning of the present century by an expert 
brought by the firm for that purpose from Ger- 
manyr Throughout all the manufacturing pro- 
cesses the utmost care is exercised in preventing 
anything that might militate against the perfection 
of the cigars, which have been awarded gold 
medals and other honours at many Exhibitions, 
and are held in high esteem by discriminating 
smokers every^where. 

Messrs. McDowell and Co., Ltd., also operate 
as general merchants and commission agents, and 
are agents for C. J. Van Houton and Zoop Woc.sp, 
Henry Lund and Co., Christiana; Wood Pro- 
ducts; The Howrah Flour Mils, Howrah; Ibe 
Reform Flour Mills, Ltd., Howrah; Holmc.s, 
Wilson and Co., Ltd., Calcutta. 

They have a branch at 56, Esplanade 
Row, Bombay'. Their telegraphic address i'’ 
“McDowell,” Madras, and the code.s u.sed by 
them are the ABC 5th and 6th editions, and 
Bentley’s. TJie firm’s London agents are .Mes--rs. 
L. Dent and Co., Ltd., 24, Martin’s Lane, 
Cannon Street, E.C., who control the sab- <> 
the McDowell cigars in the British Isles, and from 
whom the cigars can, of course, be obtained. 


CUTLER, PALMER and CO., Wholesale Wine and Spirit Merchants, Second Line Beacli. 

knowledge of the local wine trade, and on 


Cutler Palmer ! What a name that is throughout 
the East as a synonym for specialisation in the 
wine and spirit trade in its most approved and 
eclectic phases. In that extensive territory, but 
particularly in India, no firm has had longer or 
o-reater fame in everything pertaining to wines 
and spirits than the celebrated house forming the 
subject of this brief sketch. It was founded in 
1S14 bv Capt. Frank Cutler of the Royal Navy, 
who had been captured in a sea fight by the 
French, and was imprisoned at Bordeaux, whence 
he escaped, it is .said, in a wine barrel. During 
his imprisonment there he had gained considerable 


return to England he utilised that knnwicdgf by 
starting in trade as a wine merchant, /i 

gratifying success. His business^ 


greatlv, and in the course of time 
it were established at Bombay, Madras, .uk ^ 
cutta, etc. In 1851 the concern 
present name, when Mr. C. ^. Palmer , 

partner in it. That gentleman 


ijrani'lic-' e! 

IS, and f 

a.ssiirn'-d it' 


parmer in u. 1 .-r, 

was succeeded bv his .son, .Mr. .'V. ^ 

who passed away in 1924- 
representing the third generation o le 
family in the business, Mr. S. A. Pa mi r. 
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on the slafT of the Madras branch, which is under 
the inanag'ement of Mr. C. Britten. The present 
partners in the firm are Mr. F. G. Wallis 
Whiddett, who has been in the business for about 
forty years, and Mr. J. H. Witchurch, who has 
been in it for about sixteen years. Both attend 
to the firm’s interests at their London office at 
3-4, New London Street, E.C. 

The firm’s exceptionally long experience has 
given to them supreme knowledge of the finest 
wines in the world. Only the finest vintages are 
passed by them, and their name on a bottle of 
claret or Burgundy is an absolute guarantee of 
quality. The maintenance of quality is the vital 
principle of their polic}’. 

The influence exerted by the supplies of this 
historic house on human affairs would make 
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intensely interesting reading. Its founder was fre- 
quently the host of Lord Nelson, who drank and 
approved his wines, which were also appreciated 
in later days by Lord Brougham, the Earl of 
Effingham, the Marquis of Huntley, Bishop Wil- 
berforce, and very many other celebrities. Firmly 
established in India before Havelock’s immortal 
days at Cawnpore and Lucknow, Mesrs. Cutler, 
Palmer arM Co. have enjoyed the patronage of 
a long- line of distinguished men.,_ including many 
Viceroys, Governors of Provinces, and eminent 
soldiers. 

Branches of the business are established at 
Bombay, Calcutta, Lahore, Colombo, Singapore, 
Brisbane, and in Burma, Japan, China, etc., as 
well as at Madras. 


WILSON and CO., Merchants and Agents, 5=8, Jehangir Street. 


Like those of most of the other large firms of 
general merchants in Georgetown, the premises 
of Messrs. Wilson and Co. are reminiscent of 
long past years when Madras was very different 
from ,what it is to-day. When the old structures 
of Georgetown were erected, the first considera- 
tion was utility, and the dark, cool recesses, for 
instance, where Messrs. Wilson and Co.’s mer- 
chandise is stored, including choice assortments 
of wines and spirits, were and still are admirably 
adapted for their purpose. When Messrs. Wilson 
and Co. removed into these premises in 1893 they 
altered the front to suit their requirements, and 
its irnpressive appearance is in keeping with the 
standing of the firm in local trade. Throughout 
their numerous departments there is a system of 
operation minutel)' en raiiport with qualities and 
quantities and the changes in demand and supply 
and that has been evolved through long and 
extensive experience of Indian trade. Messrs. 
Wilson and Co.’s leading imports are piece- 
goods, sundries, coal, timber, machinery, and 
building materials of every description. They are 
exporters of all kinds of Indian products, and 
meir activities as general commission agents will 
be appreciated b}’ the list of their agencies at the 
end of this brief sketch. They have been Lloyd’s 
agents since 1875. 

The nucleus of Messrs. Wilson and Co.’s busi- 
formed in 1859 under the name of Bain- 
ndge, Byard, Gair and Co., which in 1873 was 
Clanged to T. H. Allan and Co., whose offices 
Were in the Bank Buildings, Beach, next to the 
Georgetown Small Cause Court. In 1S75 the 
present designation of Wilson and Co. -vvas 
assumed, and after two removals, first to the 
SI e of the New Mercantile Bank Building and 
next to the Oriental Building in Armenian Street, 


the business was finally installed in its present 
quarters in 1893, as already indicated. 

Many changes have occurred in the personnel 
of the firm -with the passing of the years. The 
present partners, resident in Madras, are Mr. 
Douglas King and Mr. A. D. Charles. The other 
partners are Mr. Robert Dalgleish, Calcutta, and 
Mr. Joseph Goodmart, London. 

Messrs. Wilson and Co.’s cable address is 
“ Wilson,” Madras, and the codes used by them 
are _ Bentley’s, Kendall’s, A B C 5th and 6th 
editions, and private. The}’’ are managing agents 
for Balaytrie and Boyikerry Estates and Wilson’s 
Estates Co., Ltd., and are agents for: — 

The Ocean Steamship Co., Ltd. 

Societe Nazionale di Navigazione, Milan. 

Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Guardian Assurance Co., Ltd. 

London & Lancashire Assurance Co., Ltd. 

The Bengal Paper Mills Co., Ltd. 

The Bengal Flour Mills Co., Ltd. 

The Howrah Oil Mills Co., Ltd. 

Central Kurkend & Coal Co., Ltd. 

Bokaro & Eamgur, Ltd. 

Sarakdhi, Ltd. 

Eexine, Ltd. 

John Kidd Co., Ltd. 

George Mann & Co., Ltd. 

The Carbon Cement Co., Ltd. 

Coates & Co., Plymouth. 

William Gossage & Sons, Ltd. 

Macdonald <& Jluir, Ltd. 

Ansar, Harford & Co. 

Bryton & Plate, Junior, Ltd. (Chewing Gum). 

Hoskins & Sewell, Ltd. (Bedsteads). 

Paripan, Ltd. 

Fly’s Metal Foundiy. 

J. L. Morrison & Co., Ltd. (Wire-stitching Machines) 

Stokes & Co., Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A. 

Buhler Bros., Uzwil, Switzerland. 


F. and C. OSLER, LTD., Electrical Engineers and Contractors. 

This firm, who have a branch at IMadras, are reviewed on pages 86 and 201. 
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5EAPORT5 OF INDIA AND CEYLON. 


. SIMPSON and CO., LTD. 

Motor Engineers, Carriage Builders, and Importers of Motor Cars and Accessories, Mount Road 

The vast changes which have_ been effected in coaclies resplendent in silver and c^old ll ' , 
vehicles durins* recent years is nowhere mnre ^4-u^ i • n • . ^ 

mpressively demonstrated than in the works of express1^”for^RovM"Df «P’>o>stere(l 

Messrs. Simpson and Co., Ltd., occupying an area ^ ^ ^ Durbars and State functions, 

of about three acres in the Chindarapet district Oriental drags, phaetons, victorias, landau^ 

broughams, mail and passenger busses, billies. 

— — rickshas, etc. Quite a number of these are stii; 

in readiness in the works to meet the orders 
that continue for them from all parts of India. 
The most interesting of them all is a crorceous 
I II || L°d^'- belonged to Kin;: 

’^ni' The completeness of Messrs. Simpson and Co.’s 

activities as coach-builders was indicated hv the 
fact that they made nearly all the fittings of’tlicir 
■> carriages, including gold and silver laces, lamps. 

ference for the requirJme'nts of the 

OFFICE and SHOWROOM BUILDING OF that was rapidly relegating liorse 

SIMPSON and CO., LTD. drawn vehicles to the limbo of the obsolete. One 

of the first horseless carriages to be con.structecl 


OFFICE and SHOWROOM BUILDING OF 
SIMPSON and CO., LTD. 


of Madras, opposite the Cooum River. The busi- 
ness of this well-known firm was started in 1840, 
and is the oldest of its kind in the Presidency ; 
but long before that date their premises had been 
used as livery stables in the days of the stage 
coaches, when there were no railways, so that 
there is probably no business premises in the world 
with longer equine associations than those to 
which attention is now being directed. 

In pre-motor days Messrs. Simpson and Co. 
were one of the largest and most famous firms 
of coach-builders in India. One of the catalogues 
which they used to issue regularly was seen by 
the present writer, and it was very impressive 
with its beautiful illustrations of the many kinds 
of vehicles, all of the firm’s own designs, which 
made them renowned throughout the Orient. 
Emblazoned in gold on the catalogue was the Royal 
Coat of Arms of Great Britain as the outcome of 
the special warrant of appointment of Messrs. 
Simpson and Co. to His Majesty the King Emperor 
Edward VII, and supplemented by a list of 32 
of the principal rulers in India, whose patronage 
was enjoyed by the firm together with that of the 
successive Governors, Commanders in Chief, 
Chief Justices, and principal officials, civil and 
militarv, of the Madras Presidency, etc. In that 
catalogue, too, were reprints of many Press 
encomiums regarding the remarkable achieve- 
ments which the firm had attained in the ordinary 
course of business as well as at Exhibitions in 
India and England, where they had been awarded 
gold medals and other honours for the high quality 
of their productions. The latter were of very 
great varictv and included magnificent State 


in India was made by Mr. Samuel John Green, 
one of the present directors, who had joined the 
business in 1902. Although that fir.st Indian 
motor car was crude and inefficient, it marked 
the great new era upon whicli the firm was enter- 
ing, and in a few years they had entirely remodelled 
their premises and equipped them with evcrytliing 
for the perfection of process and result in nil 
branches of motor engineering. Year after ye.u 
improvements in that connection were made in 
keeping with the evolution which the motor car 
was undeigoing, and to-day Messrs. Simpson and 
Co., Ltd., are exemplifying the same skilled work- 
manship and resource tliat made them famous in 
coach-building times. 

In 1917 the large and handsome structure whieli 
had been specially' planned and built for the firm ■■ 
offices and showroom was completed. .Me-'.'>r.''. 
Simpson and Co., Ltd., are agents for the Chevro- 
let, Oakland, Pontiac, Daimler cars, and tfw 
Federal trucks. A feature of the facilities at thei. 
works is a circular track where new cars or thoo 
repaired may be tested indefinitely witliout l.i 
necessity' of having to leave tiie prcmise.s. 

The firm was formed into a limited liahilil,' 
panv in 1924. Co-director with Mr. Green 
mentioned is Sir Alexander McDougall, who 
the business in 1899, and has taken a very a ,i- 
and prominent part in ail matters 
the welfare of the people of .Mmlras. He ^ - 

her of the Legislative Council and late . . -o 


Madras. 

The firm’s telegraphic address is 
Madras, and the codes user! iiy^ 
A B C 5th edition, Bentley's, and 


“ .Simp 
a: 

privet-. 
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ASSOCIATED PUBLISHERS (MADRAS), LTD., 
HIGGINBOTHAM’S DEPARTMENT and ASSOCIATED PRINTERS’ DEPARTMENT, 
Booksellers, Publishers, Stationers, Printers, Bookbinders, etc.. Mount Road. 


^Lvduas has no pavements, no centralised shop- 
ping district witli long vistas of window attrac- 
tions. European shopping in this extremely 
spacious and widely scattered city is confined 
practically to the Mount Road region, where 
“ Higginbotham’s ” admirably meets local require- 
ments for books and kindred supplies, stationery, 
etc. The story of Higginbotham’s goes back to 
the first half of the ninetecntii centuiy. Prior to 
1844 Mr. Abel Joshua Higginbotham was the 
librarian of the local Wesleyan Book Depository, 
which consisted chiefiy of religious works. Even- 
tually, as that library was unprofitable, its stock 
was sold to Mr. Higginbotham, who, with the 
volumes thus secured, began business as a book- 
seller in a small building in Mount Road. Such 
was the beginning of the well-known Higgin- 
botham business, which is to-day the largest of 
its kind in Southern India and has its connections 
throughout the peninsula. 

In 1875, when King Edward visited Madras 
as Prince of Wales, Messrs. Higginbotham and 
Co. had the unsolicited honour of being appointed 
booksellers to His Royal Highness, a mark of 
favour which was not conferred on any other firm 
of booksellers in India. 

^Ir. Higginbotham was Sheriff of Madras in 
i88g and i8go, and after his death in i8gi he was 
succeeded by his son, Mr. C. H. Higginbotham, 
who retired in 1924. 

The store forming the front portion of the firm’s 
premises, shown in the accompanying illustration, 
was erected in 1904. Its stock of books is truly 
Mormous, and covers every branch of literature. 
The firm are contractors for the supply of books 
to Government departments, colleges, and 
schools, in the Madras Presidency. They are also 
bookstall contractors to the South Indian Railway 
and the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, 
and have been so for many years. Tbeir publica- 
tions form a large and important addition to the 
iterature of the country, and include J. D. 
tayne’s standard work on Hindu law. In addi- 


tion to the sales departments a circulating library 
was started in 1926, and has proved immensely 
popular. 

Messrs. Higginbotham and Co. developed a very 
extensive trade as general printers, stationers, 



« HIGGINBOTHAM’S,” MADRAS. 


account-book manufacturers, die-sinkers, relief 
stampers, copper-plate engravers, etc., and that 
branch of their business was in 1912 formed into 
a separate company under the name of Associated 
Printers (Madras), Ltd. In 1925 a new company 
was formed for the amalgamation of the combined 
interests of Higginbotham and Co., Associated 
Printers (Madras), Ltd., and the Madras Mail, 
under the style of Associated Publishers (Madras), 
Ltd. Thus, behind the familiar red “ Higgin- 
botham’s ” bookstore is an extensive range of 
buildings occupying an area of about two acres, 
where everything relating to printing and its allied 
activities is executed on a scale that necessitates 
the employment of between 300 and 400 persons. 
The work in each department is of a ver}^ high 
standard, and leaves nothing to be desired. No 
fewer than fifty printing machines are in use, 
including a Dawson, Payne and Elliott colour 
printing machine taking a sheet of 30 by 40 inches. 


1 Mail, established in 1868, is the 

ending Anglo-Indian newspaper in Southern 
ndia. Its first number was produced on Decem- 
M’ 1S6S. The original proprietors w^ere Mr. 

1 (afterwards Sir Charles Lawson) 

Jin d Mr. D. Cornish, both now^ deceased. In 1S87 
O') the occasion of the Jubilee of Queen Victoria, 
^ 'r Charles Lawson received his Knighthood. He 
ti^^ journalist in Madras province to have 

at distinction conferred on him. Previous con- 
tbe Madras Press afforded both the 
riginal proprietor-editors some conception of 
• oil classes in Southern India expected of a 
urnal of the character of the Madras Mail, which 


THE “ MADRAS MAIL,” Mount Road. 


was started, as few newspapers did, with a large 
subscription and advertisement list and quickly 
established a reputation as the then foremost daily 
newspaper in India. The only other daily in 
existence in India at that time was the Madras 
Times, which within recent years was incorporated 
with the Madras Mail. 

From the commencement of its career, as indeed 
it is to-day, the Madras Mail has been a most 
out-spoken critic of men and matters, and the 
traditions of the^ two original proprietor-editors 
have been maintained by their successors, Mr. A. 
E. Lawson, C.I.E. (retired, the son of the late Sir 
Charles Lawson), Mr. H. K. Beauchamp, C.I.E. 
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SEAPORTS OE INDIA AND CEYLON, 


(deceased), Mr. T. P. Sheppard (acting), Mr. 
L. E. Kirwan (acting, deceased), Mr. T. E. Welby 
(acting), Mr. D. Scott Bremner (retired), and 
Mr. F. Willows, the present editor. 

The Madr-as Mail has a well-organised news 
service, both foreign and Indian, employs an 
efficient staff, and is well-served by district corres- 
pondents throughout the districts" of Madras, the 
Indian States of Mysore, Travancore, Cochin, 
Pudukottah and the Nizam’s Dominions. It is 
gradually attaining, if it has not already attained, 
that influential position which the Fourth Estate 
in England occupies. The general views of the 
journal in questions political, militar}', financial, 
educational and otherwise have always received 
the approbation of a discriminating public, and 
its sympathy with the legitimate aspirations of 
the people of India in the present political crisis 
is being widely appreciated. 

The Madras Mail celebrated its golden jubilee 
on December 14, 191S, when an address of con- 
gratulation was presented to the late Mr. W. D. 
St. Leger, the agent of the proprietors in Madras. 
This year (192S) the paper will celebrate its Dia- 
mond Jubilee. 

In January, 1921, the original partnership was 
transformed into a private company, and to cope 
with the increasing needs for more and better 
accommodation the old rented premises on First 
Line Beach, Georgetown, the home of the paper 
for more than half a century, were abandoned for 
new' and up-to-date offices w'hich had been built 
in a prominent situation on the Mount Road, 


fficing tl^ spacious compound of Govcrnm-r.' 
House. The new press room has been fitted with 
the rnost modern machinery nnd 3pplinnct.'s. rh'*' 
printing establishment is' now in charge 0? a 
superintendent expert from England with a hh-i, 
professional reputation. To tlic printing tooto 
is attached a first-rate process department canah’e 
not only of catering for the pictorial features intro, 
duced in the paper within recent times, bat 
executing large orders from outside clients for 
line and half-tone blocks. 

Special features of the journal to-day arc its 
engineering, planting, motoring, and scout supple- 
ments and its illustrated cinema and fashion pages, 
which provide those interested with the most up- 
to-date literature on the subjects mcntioncrl. The 
idea of issuing an art-coloured illustrated .Annua! 
w'as first conceived and carried out in 1922, and 
each year the Annual is gaining in popularity. 
It can be compared favourably with the best illu-- 
trated publications of the kind issued in England, 
and circulates not only' throughout India and 
Great Britain, but copies have reached the reading 
public on the Continent of America. 

The Madras Mail issues daily and weekly 
editions. The latter is largely in demand liy 
officials, business men and others who have retired 
from the field of their labours in India nnd desire 
to keep in touch with the old country’. The present 
proprietors are the Associated Publishers (Mad- 
ras) Ltd., and their London agents arc Mesys. 
D. J. Keymcr and Co., at the corner of White- 
friars Street, E.C. 


GORDON, WOODROFFE and CO. (MADRAS), LTD., Importers, E.vporters, Shippinj?, 


Insurance and General Commission 

Amox'GST the largest and most important firms in 
Madras are Messrs. Gordon, AVoodroffe and Co. 
(Madras), Ltd., w'hose activities are on a very 
comprehensive scale. They’ are, for instance, 
extensive importers of piece-goods, yarns, sugar, 
metals, cement, matches, hardware, sundries, 
etc., and are amongst the largest exporters of 
tanned and dry salted hides and skins, jute, hemp, 
seeds, palmyra fibre, castor oil and all kinds of 
Indian produce. Far reaching likewise is the 
influence of their operations as landing, clearing, 
forwarding, shipping, insurance and general com- 
mission agents ; and they’ have branches at 
Vizianagram, Coconada, Vizagapatam, and Pondi- 
cherry. They are managing agents for the 
Vizianagram Press and Mills Co., Ltd. 

The business was established in 1S72 by Mr. 

G. AA'. P. AA'oodroffe and Mr. H. E. Gordon, and 
one of the later partners was Sir Hugh Stein 
Fraser. In 1924 the firm was incorporated as a 
limited liability company, and the managing 
directors are Sir James Fletcher Simpson, Mr. 

R. C. M. Strouts, and Mr. A. S. Todd. 

Sir James Fletcher Simpson has been in India 
for nearly thirty years, and has been associated 
with yarious public actiyities in Madras Presi- 
dency He is very popular amongst the Indians, 
and is noted for his sympathetic attitude towards 


1921 in recognition of his prominent 
■ "for the welfare of tn-' 


Agents, 21, North Beach Road, 
their political .aspirations. ,Hc is one of tlic 
Governors of the Imperial Bank of India, 
at present President of the Madras Board of t u 
Bank. He has also been Chairman of the Madra;: 
Chamber of Commerce, and represented that bm v 
in the Madras Legislative Council- He 
knighted in 

and important activities 
community. i 

The cable address of Messrs. Gordon, 
roffe and Co. (Madras), Ltd., is AA oor ro 

They are agents for the following: 

Clan Line of Ste.amer.s. 

Anchor Bcoklcbarik Aydl Line. 

American it Indian Line. 

T. k .T. Harrison. 

Swedish East Asiatic Co. 

Ilnnsa Line. 

Norwegian Line. _ . , 

Africa A Australia Lino Shippirig Go. 

Canton Tnsnranco Office, Ltd. 

-Tames Finlay A Co., Ltd. 

Hongkong Fire Insurance (o., l-.<i. 

Tjondon Assurniico Co., Ltd, 

Sea Insurance Co., Ltd. r-- ' 

.ScoLti.sh Union A National InMiratice 
Tokio Marino A Fire Insurance G - 
Union Ir.siiran.'c .Society, C.yiton. 

Vorkshire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

A'ang-tszc Insurance A'^-vi^-. ’• 


Ltd. 


Ltd. 
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W. A. BEARDSELL and CO., LTD., Merchants and Commission Agents, 7, Second Line Beach 


The business of Messrs. W. A. Bcardsell and Co., 
Ltd., was est.ablished in 1902 by Mr. (now Sir) 
William A. Beardsell, and associated with him 
was Mr. W. H. Johnston, who joined up at the 
outbreak of the Great War, rose to the rank of 
Lieut.-Colonel, and won the D.S.O. and M.C. In 
June, 1914, the firm was converted into a limited 
liability company with the two g'entlemen men- 
tioned as directors. The present directors are 
Sir William Bcardsell, Mr. F. Leslie Coles, Mr. S. 
Jackson, and Rao Bahadur P. .Viyannae Chetty. 

Messrs. W. A. Beardsell and Co., Ltd., are 
amongst the largest importers in Madras of piece- 
goods, yarn, and artificial silk, and are agents for 

Coxirtanlds (Indi.n), Ltd. 

Horrockses, Ci'owdson & Co., Ltd.. M.'inchester. 

The N.atioiial Gu.aianl-ce & Suretyship Association, 
Ltd. 

The General Accident Fire & Lite Assurance Cor- 
I>oration, Ltd. 

North British & ^lercantiie Insui'ance Co., Ltd. 

Commercial Union InsuraTice Co., Ltd. 

National Insurance Go. of Great Britain & Ireland, 
Ltd. 

The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Beardsell,” 
and the codes used by them are Bentley’s and 
private. 

Sir William Beardsell is well known in Madras 
for his many-sided public activities. From the 


outset of his career in the Presidency he has taken 
a keen interest in the spread of education, espe- 
cially by Christian missionary ag^encies, and is a 
prominent member of the Council of the Madras 
Christian College. He has been a generous sup- 
porter of iboth the Y.'W.C.A. and Y.M.C.A. 
movements, and some years ago he presented the 
Madras Y.W.C.A. on the Poonamalle Road with 
a handsome hostel for European and Anglo-Indian 
girls. The site for the hostel, which is called 
St. Margaret’s Hostel, was found by the 
Y.'W.C.A., but the fine building was put up by 
Sir William Beardsell at his expense and handed 
over to the Y.\V.C.A. , which now manages the 
hostel. He has also been a munificent donor to 
the funds of the St. George’s Homes at Kati, and 
has been associated with that institution from its 
commencement. During the war he rendered 
great service as Secretary to the special Y.M.C.A. 
fund which was developed for the purpose of send- 
ing comforts to the Madras troops at the Front. 

For two years in succession — 1918 and 1919 — 
Sir \Yilliam Beardsell served as Sheriff of Madras. 
Keenly interested in fine art, he was President 
of the Madras Fine Arts Society for several years. 
He has been also on the council of the Victoria 
Technical Institute, Madras. 


ADDISON and CO., LTD., Automobile Importers and Engineers, 
Printers, Stationers, Bookbinders, Engravers, etc., Mount Road. 

Madras presents extraordinary contrasts in the 


size and character of its business houses. In the 
Mount Road district, for instance, where the 
principal stores and motor firms are located, the 
large English establishments utterly dwarf the 
small native undertakings. Amongst the former 
are Messrs. Addison and Co., Ltd., who give 
eniplo3-ment to about 900 persons. Their busi- 
ness was started as a small printing concern in 
1875, and that section of it, entitled The Addison 
vress, has developed into one of the largest 
typographical concerns in India. Bookbinders, 
account-book manufacturers, copper-plate printers 
and engravers, lithographers, rubber stamp 
fakers, etc., Messrs. Addison and Co., Ltd., 
lave been awarded gold and silver medals for 
the excellence of tbeir work, and are printers 
and stationers bv appointment to H.E. the 
Governor of Madras. 

flieir store for general stationery, office equip- 
scientific and survey instruments, watches 
nd clocks, jewellery and general fancy goods is 
ane of the most attractive of the local shopping 
resorts. Conterminous with it is the department 
an cycles and motor-cycles, with its display of 
'''ah-known makes as the Triumph, B.S.-A., 
‘ Humber for which the firm are agents. 

Co *^1 direction have Messrs. Addison and 

■’ achieved greater attainments than as 

sh engineers and importers. In their 

"room, fronting their printing works, may 


be seen models of the Dodge, Morris-Oxford, 
Morris-Cowley, Overland, Willys-Knight, Arm- 
strong-Siddeley and Standard cars for which, as 
well as for the Graham Bros, trucks, Messrs. 
Addison and Co., Ltd., are agents. About a 
quarter of a mile farther along the same tho- 
roughfare are situated the firm’s motor engineer- 
ing works, which occupy' about 4 acres and give 
employment to about 450 persons. 

As already' indicated, the business was started 
in 1873 as a small printing concern. In 1S86 it 
was purchased by Mr. T. Luker, who in 1892 
added to it a department for cy'cles, and was one 
of the pioneers in that trade in Madras. In 1904 
i\Ir. Luker turned his attention to the potentiali- 
ties that were looming in the motor industrv, 
and made preparations to meet the great demands 
that eventuated in that connection. In 1906 he 
was joined in partnership by his sons, Messrs. 
W. H. and A. T. Luker, and under their joint 
direction the business entered on a new era of 
development. The firm were the first to instal 
a complete Han-ey' Frost vulcanizing plant in 
Madras for repairing motor tyres, and have 
always kept in line with every improvement that 
has taken place in motor engineering. Branches 
of the business are established at" Bangalore, 
Trichinopoly, and Madura. The firm’s tele- 
graphic address is “ Addison and Co.,” and the 
codes used by them are the ABC 5th edition 
Bentley’s, and private. ’ 
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A. BRUNNSCHWEILER and CO 
Importers, Exporters, and Commission 


AIlssrs. a. Brxjxxschweiler axd Co. specialise in 
the exportation of the famous Madras “ hand- 
kerchiefs.” These are not actual handkerchiefs, 
but piece-goods in innumerable colour designs, 
hand woven by the peasants of Southern India 
in their village homes. The quality of Madras 
handkerchiefs varies considerably, and great 
knowledge and experience are necessary for a 
business to be conducted in them like that of 
Messrs. A. Brunnschweiler and Co. 

As importers Messrs. A. Brunnschweiler and 
Co. handle a large variety of merchandise, includ- 
ing yarn, piece-goods, pumps, engines, and all 
kinds of machinery, especially for match and knit- 


Agents, 104, Armenian Street. 

ting factories. In that connection thev 
supplied and installed equipments for a's^otxlK 
number of establishments in Southern India! 

The business of Messrs. A. Brunnschweiler and 
Co. was started in 190;, and they had dieir head- 
quarters at Alanchester until 1922. In that \c.ir 
the Alanchester concern was separated and’ the 
Madras house became a branch of Socicu- 
Anonyme Frohlich, Brunnschweiler and Co., \vh> 
have their headquarters at Ennenda, Switaerlani!, 
The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Hrunsweil," 
Madras, and their codes are Bentley’s, I’niver.^al 
Trade, ABC 5th edition and private. 


FREUDENBERG and CO., Motor Engineers and Importers, Mount Road. 


The history of the well-known firm of Freuden- 
berg and Co. will be found in the section of this 
volume devoted to Colombo, where they have been 
influentially established since 1869. Earh' in 1927 
they opened their branch at Madras, which, under 
the able management of Mr. C. W. Gay, has 
become one of the most notable of the local motor 
undertakings. The organisation of most garages 
is very much on the same lines, but Messrs. 
Freudenberg and Co., not content with ordinary 
attainments, have endeavoured to exemplify the 
superlative in its most utilitarian phases, with the 
result that in their premises in Mount Road are 
co-ordinated activities that represent the maximum 
of efficiency at the minimum of labour and cost. 
Customers calling there with their cars for repairs 
are provided with waiting rooms where they may 
read or write while their vehicles are being speedily 
and skilful!}' operated on. Conterminous with the 
waiting room is an Indian refreshment room where 
welcome eatables and drinkables are obtainable. 


All the operations in this up-to-date garage are 
carried on with the latest appliances, including the 
new process of paint spraying by air pressure, 
which is very much better than the okl-fasliioned 
methods of hand labour. The completeness of the 
establishment is indicated by its foundry, it^ 
blacksmiths’ department, its tinsmiths’ sliop, 
machinery shop with its excellent equipment, ami 
the department for recharging batteries, etc. 

The premises occupy about two .acres, and llicir 
entire lay-out has been very cleverly accnmplislied 
as the result of careful study and long experience 
of the best methods of procedure in all branches 
of automobile engineering. The workmen are 
Indians born and trained in Afric.a, and were 
selected by Messrs. F reudenberg and Co. for their 
special ability in tbeir respective jobs. 

In the showroom may be seen models of the 
Paige Detroit Manufacturing Co.’s cars, for whieh 
the firm are agents. 


TETLEY and WHITLEY, LTD., Wholesale Piece-goods Merchants, 17, Armenian Street 

— --- -w .. ™ . • .1 


Messrs. Tetlev axd Whitley, Ltd., are well 
known throughout India in connection with yarns 
and piece-goods, and have been prominently 
engaged in that trade for about thirty years. 
Textile or woven materials ! Consideration of 
the vast range of goods embraced therein, and 
also of the overwhelming variety of designs in 
which they are made, the infinite variety of their 
chromatic effects, the endless difference in quality 
and texture, and the continual multiplicity of 
standard pattern and indiosyncrasy throughout all 
the wide field presented by such necessitous 
materials, gives appreciation of the knowledge 
and experience necessary for the successful m.an- 
agement of a business like that of Messrs. Tetley 
and Whitley. Ltd., devoted, as it Is, exclu.sively 
to wholesale trade in such things and yarns. -At 
first it seems simple — not much to worry over, 
evervthing shipshape^ and clearly defined. Such, 
however,’ is not the case, for there arc miiltitu- 
■ dinous details to be considered — the continual 


fluctuations in market prices and demant .im 
supply, and many other pba.scs that onlv f 
familiar with the trade can adequately apprena" , 
but Messrs. Tetley and AVhifIcy, Ltd., know H''* 
trade in all its potentialities, ' 

to avoid and what to ciioose, know tbf ^ ^ 
most in favour with the people of Inc ^ 
accordingly their importations arc the 
careful study and experience of 
connection with piece-goods and yarns » 't , 
lated to enhance tbeir trade and g*'*'* 
amongst their many connections. j 

7 'he headquarters of .Messrs. D') • 

Whitlev, Ltd., are in Manchester, and tie; 
also es'tablished at Colombo as '1 horn-on, 1 - 
and Co. The -Madras brancii is urider 
agement of Mr. C, M'. Wood. 1 h» ‘,1,. 

address is ‘‘ Shipment,” Madra-. , 

used are Parker’s, IVemier, -A 1 ? '• ' * 

Bentley’s, and private. 
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JONES and CO., Automobile Engineers and Importers, Mount Road. 


Mr. L. G. Joxes, founder and proprietor of the 
business indicated above, is a very well-known 
motoring- authority in Madras, where he has been 
long and prominently engaged in the motoring 
trade. H' served his time as an automobile engi- 
neer at tile Belsize Motor Works, Manchester. 
In 1913 he .went to Madras as manager of the 
motor worksliops of Oakes and Co. (now incor- 
porated in Spencer and Co., Ltd.). In 1915 
he returned to England, and joining the 
R..‘\.S.C., M.T., served during the war in 
623 M.T. Coy., London. 

Returning in 1919 to Madras, he was appointed 
manager of Messrs. Spencer and Co.’s motor 
department, and continued in that position until 
192^, when he started in business for himself 
under the name of Jones and Co. 

Mr. Jones is agent for the famous Chr)’sler 
cars, and while with Messrs. Spencer and Co. 
established excellent records for these magnificent 


vehicles, doing the run from Madras to Ootaca- 
mund, a distance of 400 miles, in one day, and 
another run from Madras to Bangalore and back, 
a distance of 424 miles, also in one day. Records 
of over 100,000 miles — a distance equal to four 
times around the world — are continually being 
reported by owners of Chryslers, whose cars are 
now busy piling up even further mileage. 
Chrysler is able to build this great endurance 
into cars and sell them at low prices because of 
one-profit facilities. By manufacturing complete 
in Chr\'sler plants and eliminating the profits of 
outside parts makers, better quality can be offered 
at less cost to the buyer. Because Chrysler 
designs and builds all vital parts used in Chrysler 
cars, the finished vehicle constitutes one harmo- 
nious whole unit. Designed and built as a unit, 
it functions as a unit, resulting in finer, more 
efficient performance and thousands of miles of 
excess transportation. 


V. PERUMALL CHETTY and SONS, HOE and CO. (“Premier Press ’’), 
Printers, Stationers, etc.. Stringer’s Street. 


Messrs. V. Percjiai.l Ciietty ami Soxs, proprietors 
of the business carried on under the name of 
Hoe and Co., “ Premier Press,’’ have the distinc- 
tion of being the largest firm of printers and 
stationers in Southern India. Their impressive 
premises in Stringer’s Street, including a splendid 
three-storey building, cover an area of 10,000 
square feet, and give employment to about 400 
persons. ]\Iessrs. Hoe and Co. started in 1S86 as 
printing contractors to the South Indian Rail- 
way, University of Madras, and the Municipalities 
and Local Fund District Boards of the Madras 
Presidenc}', and they execute printing of every 
for native States, mining companies, 
Municipal Corporations, estates, banks and other 
institutions throughout Southern India. The 
laries^ issued by the firm are well known and 
appreciated throughout the peninsula for the use- 
. 'aformation the}' give. Copper-plate printing, 
le-sinking, relief stamping, illuminating, rubber- 
s amp making, engraving, machine ruling, and the 
aianufacture of account books on a very extensive 
scale are carried on by them with noteworthy 
^’^P*''se and ability. These premises are admir- 
^ } equipped with a plant of the most modern 
”^^^ading 2 linotypes and 3 monotypes, 
being the only machines of that kind in 
^ ‘ The printing equipment comprises 

printing machines, including an auto- 
p' ic self-feeding machine (2“ x 40) by Dawson, 
de Ejliott, -for colour work. Their binding 

con^'^ equipped with modern machinery 

of folding machines, bracket stripping, 
p disc ruling machines and automatic 

electr’^' plant is operated by 

tRc 3 nd the power required is developed on 
oie premises. ^ u e 

u 2 


Messrs. V. Perumall Chetty and Sons also do 
a very large trade as general wholesale stationers, 
and their supplies in that direction are of the 
most comprehensive description. They started 





PREMISES OF V. PERUMALL CHETTY and 
SONS (HOE AND CO.), 


their business in a ver}' small way in 1840 and the 
success thej have attained during this long period 
is certainly remarkable. In-tgiS thev purchased 
from the Government the Madras Pencil Factorv 
described in the following article. 
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THE MADRAS PENCIL FACTORY, Wasliermanpet. 


The only pencil factory in India is the one indi- 
cated above, which is the largest undertaking of 
the kind in the Orient. It gives employment to 
85 persons, is equipped with up-to-date machinery, 
and has an average output of 300 gross of pencfls 
per day of eight hours. It was originally started 
on a small scale by the Government of Madras, 
but was given over to a private agency owing to 
a changed policy in the administration. The 
establishment covers about an acre of land, and 
was planned and built by Messrs. V. Perumall 
Chetty and Sons, under whose capable direction 


order that the graphite may become tliorou.'hh 
dried and hardened. When that has been accons 
plished the leads are ready for enclosure in wooia 
coverings, which is effected by other verv cleu’riv 
constructed machinery. The woods used for tt.n't 
purpose are Indian elavu, African cedar and Caii- 
fornian redwood. The planks are converter! int'i 
thin slats of various sizes with grooves of suitable 
calibre, into which the baked graphite sticks art- 
placed and covered with glue. Other similar slats, 
with corresponding but empty grooves, and 
covered on their flat sides with’glue, arc placed 



THE MADRAS PENCIL FACTORY. 


it has become very successful, and its products find 
their way to all parts of the Indian Empire. 

The graphite, or black lead, of the pencils is 
obtained from Ceylon, which is the world’s best 
source of supply of that material. After under- 
going elaborate grinding and purifying processes 
by very ingenious machinery invented for that pur- 
pose, the graphite is pressed by other equally 
wonderful contrivances through bores of varj-ing 
thicknesses, according to the sizes required, and 
emerges therefrom in the form of plastic string, 
which is placed on wooden boards and cut. Each 
board is of the length of three pencils respectively, 
and the boardful of graphite is cut into single 
pencil lengths by two strokes of the operator’s 
knife. Thereafter the plastic leads are baked in 
a furnace at a temperature of 1100" Fahr. in 


on top of the graphite slats, and the rcsiiltiii.L,' 
sandwiches are placed in screw presses, wlicrc 
they are kept under pressure until the pair of slats 
becomes one solid whole. They are tlirn cut hy 
machinery into individual pencils, polished hy 
sandpapering machinery, and varnished hy 
machinery. Their manufacture is finally com- 
pleted by stamping machinc.s, which imprint 0:1 
them in silver and gold their well-known names 
“ Star of India,” “ National,” “ Commereial, 

‘‘ Univer.sal,” " Pioneer,” and “ Young Ide- 
phant.” All kinds of pencils are made in lh'‘ 
factory, including copying ink pencils and crayon-', 
and for their quality were awarded a hronre meoa- 
at the British Empire Exhibition at Wenihley in 
1924, as well ;is gold and silver medals at v.ano!!' 
Exhibitions in India. 


HOPE, PRUDHOMME and CO., 

Merchants and Commission Agents, Fontenoy Buildings, Angappa Naick Street. 


The firm of Messrs. Hope, Prudhomme and Co. 
is a tvpical old commercial house that sustains 
the best traditions of commercial procedure and 
integrity in all its activities. It was established 
in 18S7 under the name of Closets. Prud- 
homnVij and Co., and assumed its present name in 
1901. The original partners have passed aw.ny, 
and the sole proprietor now is Mr. E. B. Prud- 
homme. who succeeded to the business after the 
death of his father at the beginning of the present 
century. 

Messrs. Hope, Prudhomme and Co. arc 
exporters of skins and hides, oil cakes, seeds, and 
other Indian produce, and their chief imports are 
yarn, sundries, paints, and \'. Carlhian’s gold 


and silver threads, for which they are 1 
agents in India. 

They are also agents for 

Ripolin R.ninfs. t 1 i 1 

Tlio Red Hand Compositions. Ltd., Ixmi-.o 

.Teves’ .=t:uiitarj- Coinjwiind-. Co., Lul.. I/'H' 

Ri'ilisli Eqnit.a’i'lc .A.ssnmnee f'o.. Ltd. , ,i, , 
The Eagle, .Star A Rntinii Dominion-, in' o ' 

Ltd. , 

The ^totor Union Tns.uanre Co., I.ro 

Srotfi.sh Union .V Nation, al Inoir.ono- ! <■ . y , . 

lyjndon .t Provincial Marine <.-n-o 


RovnI Kvrlmime nnui. ■ ,,, 

The Dafavin .Se.a .V Fin- In-nr.ir.'^- < 

The telegraphic address ol ■ ' 
Prudhomme and Co. i.‘- “ f-ontea-iy. 




COMMERCIAL MADRAS. 


309 


THE UNITED INDIA LIFE ASSURANCE CO., LTD., 10, McLean Street. 


The U^^TED India Lira Asssuhaxce Co., Ltd., wa.s 
founded in 1906 with Madras as its headquarters 
under the chairmanship of the late Dewan Bahadur 
1 C. ICrishna.swami Ran, C.l.E. The primary 
object in establisiiing' it was to place witliin easy 
reach of the inhabitants of Southern India the 
manifold advantages of life assurance, and to 
alford them the opportunity of insuring in a com- 
pany which they could call their own, and over 
whose funds and management they could exercise 
perfect control. Up to the time of its establish- 
ment, and, in fact, even until the present date, 
there is not any other life assurance company in 
Madras whose funds are kept in Madras under 
the immediate supervision of its constituents. 

The absolute security essential to a life assur- 
ance company is afforded in its most substantial 
form by the “ United India.” For still further 
protecting the interests of its policy-holders and 
placing such protection on a permanent and 
unalterable basis, the company has now provided 
that not less than 85 per cent, of the entire pre- 
miums (excepting the first year’s) and the entire 
interest thereon shall constitute a trust, and such 
trust fund shall always remain the jninimu/n 
security of its policy-holders. 

The utmost economy is exercised in conducting 
the business of the company. The importance of 
this cannot be over-estimated, as it is a clearly 
established fact that in the history of life assur- 
ance nothing is so conducive to failure as extrava- 
gant management. 


The Chairman of the company is Sir M. Ct. 
Muthiah Chettyar, who is a well-known and most 
influential banker and commercial magnate. Presi- 
dent of the Southern India Chamber of Commerce, 
Chairman of the Madras Stock Exchange, a 
Director of the Indian Bank, Ltd., a Trustee of 
Pachaiyappa’s Charities and the Madras Port 
Trust, a Councillor of the Madras Corporation, 
Chairman of the Hindu High School Committee, 
and Member of the Advisory Committee of the 
South Indian Railway, etc. The company is 
managed by Messrs. Star and Co., the partners 
of which are Mr. M. K. Srinivasan, B.A., B.L., a 
well-known and prominent figure in life insurance 
circles in India, and Mr. M. P. Annamalai 
Chettyar, a banker belonging to the Nattukottai 
Chetty community. The assets of the company 
exceed twenty lakhs of rupees, the entire amount 
being invested in gilt-edged securities and other 
first-rate investments. 

The aim of the compan)' is safety — complete 
and absolute safet}- — of the interests of its policy- 
holders and the general insuring public. The 
Directors of the company are ; — 

Sir Jkl. Ct. Muthiah Chettyar, Kt. (Chairman), 
Mr. Arni Subba Rau, B.A., 

Rao Bahadur V. Shanmugam Mudaliar, 

Mr. V. Thiruvengadathan Chettyar, 

Mr. K. C. Narasimhachariar, 

Mr. V. C. Rangaswami, B.A., 

Mr. M. K. Srinivasan, B.A., B.L. (Ex-officio). 
The registered office of the company is at 
No. 10, McLean Street, Post Box. 281, Madras. 


HOTEL BOSOTTO, Mount Road. 


As indicated elsewhere in these pages, Madras is 
an extraordinarily spacious city, and the distance 
between its extremities is truly great. Excellently 
situated in the heart of the Mount Road district 
and, therefore, close to the principal stores, the 



HOTEL BOSOTTO. 


0 el Bosotto is an attractive rendezvous, where 
loppers may rest after their exertions and enjoy 
le amenities provided there under the noteworthy 
I'?''' ’^'■anagement which has completely metamor- 
'osed that establishment, formerlv known as the 
« Angelis Hotel. 


The latter was originated by Mr. C. d ’Angelis, 
an Italian confectioner, Avho started business in 
Madras in 1880 as a restauranteur and general 
caterer, and succeeded so well .that in 1908 he 
built the d’Angelis Hotel, which he managed until 
his death some years ago. Thereafter it was car- 
ried on by his successors, but did not gain much 
in popularity until it was taken over in 1925 by 
Mr. A. Bosotto, under whose regime it has been 
completely transformed by extensive improvements 
and additions. 

The front of the premises has been widened 
considerably by the addition of a new wing, so 
that the covered verandah in front is now longer 
than ever. From the spacious entrance hall 
visitors are taken to the upper floors by an electric 
elevator, and no other hotel in Madras has that 
facilit}'. On the first floor is the large new dining 
room with its attractive table display, where i:;o 
persons can be comfortably seated. The drawin'o-- 
room is artistically furnished and a very welcorne 
place for the dolce for /lienfe of the tropics. In 
the extensive billiard room pla\*ers have the choice 
of three tables. 

Eighteen new bedrooms have been added to the 
hotel, making a total of fifty apartments specially 
planned and appointed for the maximum of cool- 
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ness and ventilation. Each has its electric fan, 
electric lights, and call bells, wash basins with hot 
and cold running water, bath and toilet room with 
a real European enamelled bath — not a tub — and 
modern sanitary arrangements with unlimited 
water supply. No other hotel in Madras is simi- 
larly equipped in that respect. 

All the_ ceilings are covered with embossed 
steel, which is not only a preventive against 
undesirable insects but also a practical safeguard 
against fire. Most of the flooring is covered with 
Minto tiles, thus ensuring the utmost cleanliness. 
No fewer than four large verandahs overlook the 
pleasant garden, or patio, of the hotel, which is a 
very .popular resort for light refreshments and even 
for meals, as part of it has been appointed for 
that purpose and has a roof for protection from the 
sun during the day, but is open on all sides. 

The culinary departments are under the charge 
of a European chef aided by a well-trained staff 
and equipment that has been brought into line 
with every modern requirement, including cold 
storage chambers for preserving perishable com- 
modities in perfect condition. 


The water supply of the hotel is exception;-!’-.- 
good, as, in addition to the town mains, there ’s 
in the garden a well thirty feet deep, with 
unlimited supply of water, which is punipcil to the 
lofty water tower that forms a notable feature ef 
the hotel. 

Mr. d’.-\ngelis had developed an c.xtcnsive traiie 
in connection with bread baking and the nianuhic- 
ture of all kinds of cakes and confectionery. Th,); 
branch of the business has received Mr. Bosotto's 
special attention in the general scheme of improve, 
ments, and in the bakery there is an excellent 
machinery equipment, including one of the cele- 
brated .Artofex dough mixers, which mixes 
lbs. of dough in an hour. Mr. Bosotto’s caterin-.: 
activities are on the most complete scale, am! he 
undertakes everything in that connection for ban- 
quets, weddings, parties, dances, etc. In his wine 
store, for instance, there is a stock of alcohn'ie 
liquors of every description, including fine oh! 
wines well calculated to elicit the liiglicst enco- 
miums of the connoisseur. 


MAHOMED MUSA HAJEE EBRAHIM and CO., 

Manufacturers’ Representatives, Import and Export Merchants and Agents, 3/1, Godotvn Street, 


Thk trade done in the narrow, busy streets of 
Georgetown is very considerable. One of its 
noteworthy thoroughfares is Godown Street, and 
among the many native firms located there none 
is more worthy of notice than Messrs. Mahomed 
Musa Hajee Ebrahim and Co., who have been 
established for about thirty years, and have built 
up a business that has its ramifications near and 
far. The merchandise handled by them is very 
comprehensive; but the great bulk of their trade 
is in piece-goods, and they have naturally 
minute and extensive knowledge of the patterns 
and qualities most popular in the native bazaars, 
where the greater portion of their trade is 
transacted. 

The firm are also exporters of produce, and 
are well-known as manufacturers’ representatives. 
They arc distributers for The Imperial Tobacco 


Co. of India, Ltd., and sole agents in Miulrn.s for 
Samuel Jones and Co.,' Ltd., Paper Merchant'. 
London; Clark, Brangwin and Co., Lrmiion: 
“ TJionet ” Austrian Bentwond Furnitiire, 
Adamjee Trading Co., Ltd.; Rangoon Sateij 
Matches, “ Cowhead,” “ Cat,” etc.. Brnmi'. 
The Deli Biscuit Co., Ltd.; Western India Con- 
fectionery Co. ; Dr. D. Writer and Co. ; anti tli'’\ 
invite inquiries from manufacturers and^ otlitr' 
desirous of extending their connections in .Southern 

India. ,1-. ,i 

The concern was founded by the grandfa 0 
of the present proprietors, Messrs. Mtl- ■ " / 
Sait and Md. Ismail Salt; and there is a bramn 
of it at Bangalore. The firm s telegr.i[> - 
address is ‘‘ Islam,” and their codes ar- tf 
ABC 5th edition, Bentley’s, and Western i 


THE INDIA CO., LTD. ) 
THE GARAGE, LTD. I 

Taylor’s Yaud, the premises of The Garage, 
Ltd., rented from the Government, is about an 
acre in extent, and is excellently adapted for the 
requirements to which it is devoted. The offices 
on one side are very handsomely appointed, and 
are used sometimes for private banquets and 
dances. 

The Garage, Ltd., was formed in 1920 and 
operates the Government mail service within the 
Municipal areas of Calcutta and Madras. For 
that purpose it has about loo motor vans and 
busses, and is the principal undertaking of its 
kind in India. It is interesting to note that The 
Gara'^e Ltd., built the two mail vans which were 
iUed''to’ convev the mails of the Prince of Wales 


ylor’s Yard, Mount Road. 

and his entourage during the tour of Ih' k >, •' 
Highness throughout India. , 

The agents for 'I he Garag'e, •’* ’ ’ i 

cutta and Madras, arc The ndia 
formed in 1919. engaged m ' , 

tation of motor cars, accessories, j,,, 

and also as wholesale agents of _t u ' " . 

and Steel Co. for stcel material.'. ‘/''V iV.i ’' 
director of The India ( <J-, Ltd., is - 

r 1 . A.1. r*»'i s fit , 


th edition. 
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VEST and CO., Printers, Publishers, Bookbinders, Engravers, etc. 

“ DAILY EXPRESS.” THE MADRAS PUBLICITY CO., LTD., Mount Road. 


The Maduas Punr.icrrv Co., Ltd., was formed in 
1920 with an authorised capital of 3 lakhs of 
rupees for the primary purpose of establishing- a 
newspaper that would promote harmony and co- 
operation between all ]-aces, classes, and commu- 
nities, as per the prospectus, which continued as 
follows: “ It is felt, indeed, that, without chal- 
lenging- the necessity and value of existing 
newspapers, scope exists for a newspaper which, 
adopting itself to the new political conditions 
created by the Reforms Act, will, in ownership 
and outlook represent both British and Indian 
interests, and will strive to reconcile them in our 
public life. Such a newspaper would endeavour, 
not to supplant, but to supplement, the partv 
newspapers already in the field, and it is believed 
that a journal so motived would not be long in 
attaining a foremost position in the public 
estimation.” 

Accordingly the Daily Express was established 
under the editorship of Mr. R. W. Brock, who 
had been former!)' editor and manager of the 
Madras Times. The latter journal was thence- 
fonvard incorporated in the Maelras Mail. The 
Dmhj Exjjress is an independent newspaper, 
working for the social and material uplift of the 
people and for the attainment by India of Domi- 
nion status within the British Empire. It is the 
only newspaper in South India with two editions ; 
and of its many special features, sporting is the 
most prominent. The present editor is Mr. A. 
Ramaseshan, who succeeded Mr. Brock. 


The Madras Publicity Co., Ltd., also took over 
the old established business of Vest and Co., 
printers, bookbinders, stationery manufacturers, 
die sinkers, engravers, etc. 

The managing director of the Madras Publicity 
Co., Ltd., is Mr. H. M. Ebrahim Sait, who is 



the soul of this concern, and whose financial assis- 
tance to it has been considerable. Mr. Ebrahim 
Sait is owner of a considerable amount of land 
and house properly in Madras, Ootacamund and 
elsewhere, and also various tea and colfee plan- 
tations. For many years he has been the manag- 
ing director of South India Industrials, Ltd.,-. the 
practical owners of which are the members of the 
well-known Sait family of Ootacamund, Nilgiris, 
connected with the name of Khan Bahadur Hajee 
Abdul Rahiman Hajee Fakeer Mohamed Sait, 
whose only surviving son is Mr. Mohamed 
Hashim Sait. 


V. SUBRAMANIAN and BROS., Electrical Engineers and Contractors, 3=156, Broadway. 


Who a prominent position is attained in any 
business in the face of strong competition, there 
must, of course, be a reason for it. The position 
occupied by Messrs. Y. Subramanian and Bros, 
us electrical engineers and contractors is not the 
■■esult of fortuitous circumstances, but of thorough 
knowledge and experience in combination with 
enterprising ability that seizes every opportunity 
to improve upon past attainments and demonstrate 
the superlative in ever)' detail. In electrical engi- 
neering, considerations that are to the untrained 
mdividual apparently of little, if any, importance, 
present, however, to the skilled electrician just 
lose matters for care and accuracy that evolve 
satisfaction and success ; and it is upon the lines 
^ specialised operation and fastidious regard for 
everything that can contribute to the perfection 
or pr^ess and result that Messrs. V. Subramanian 
and Bros, operate. There is nothing associated 
^'ith the wide domain of electricity that they are 
lot prepared to undertake for illumination or 
power. They are the first Indian firm in Madras 
^o hold warrant of appointment to the Govern- 
ent as electrical engineers, and are sub-contrac- 
ois to the Kandukathan Electric Supply Corpora- 
'on, Kamukathan, Chettinad, as well as consult- 


ing electrical engineers to the Nattarasankottai 
Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd. 

Messrs. V. Subramanian and Bros, supply all 
kinds of electrical fittings, fancy electroliers and 
chandeliers, fancy shades and illumination glass- 
ware, L.T. and H.T. switchgear, D.C. and A.C. 
ceiling fans and table fans. Philips and Vacuum 
lamps, Hellesen’s dry cells for automobile, cycle, 
lighting, and wireless trades, high-grade measur- 
ing instruments, telephones, and accessories, and 
are sole agents for 

Foster Engineering Co., Ltd., Ironclad, Switch and 
Fuse Gear, London. 

Deutsche Kahelwerke, A. G., ^lanufacturers of 
Electric Wires and Cables, Berlin. 

Hellesen’s E. N. E. E. & V. Ludingsen, Ltd., Dry 
Cells, Denmark. 

A. H. Hunt, Ltd., Accessories for Electric Wireless 
and Motor Trades, England. 

The firm give employment to a staff of thirty 
skilled men, under the personal supervision of the 
partners, Messrs. K. Narayanan, V. Subrama- 
nian, and N. Narayanan, each of whom is a 
practical and experienced electrical engineer. 
Messrs. V. Subramanian and Bros, have branches 
at I\Iadura, Chettinad, and Trichinopoly. Their 
cable address is ‘‘ Admirable,” Madras, 'and their 
codes are the .A.B.C. 5th edition, Bentlev’s and 
private. ' ’ 
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5EAPORT5 or INDIA AND CEYLON. 
CURZON and CO., Furniture Manufacturers, Alount Rond. 


The influence of furniture is a subject on which 
much could be written. Nothing is more familiar 
nor enters more intimately into the daily routine 
of life than the equipment of the home; and when 



PREMISES OF CURZON and CO. 


furniture is artistic as well as utilitarian, the con- 
stant impressions received from it by the sub- 
conscious as well as the conscious mind are of 
greater import than enters into the philosophy of 
the uninitiated or unreflective. In view of these 
considerations, the business of Messrs. Curzon 
and Co. is of particular interest ; and it would be 


exceedingly interesting were it possible to avecr- 
tain what has been accomplished in the re.tb. 
of psychology by the adaptability and bcaiitv b 
the firm’s productions in furniture of everv 
description. Their multiplicity of designs iiioliaic 
not only accurate copies of the most notable st\lt 
of the past and the present, but also clever erea- 
lions of their own that are specially suited ti 
the exigencies and requirements of the Madras 
climate. Amongst the many beautiful examples 
of their carved woodwork 'arc tables in manv 
designs, with legs in the form of tusked eleplianN 
and birds, some of them having in their centres 
remarkably fine carv^ed representations of Indian 
m3'thology. Similarly exquisite workmanship i; 
also seen in their large variety of ivory overlay 
articles, which are eminently suitable for nienicn- 
toes and gifts. The firm are equally proficient in 
upholstery as in woodwork, and the great variety 
of their fabrics provides a very extensive selection 
for ever)’ idiosyncrasy of taste and need in that 
connection. 

Messrs. Curzon and Co. arc the largest exclu- 
sively furniture manufacturers in Southern India, 
and in their factory In Madras about loo persons 
are employed in the production of furniture and 
woodwork of every description, including archi- 
tectural requirements such as doors and window 
frames, shop fittings, etc. The firm have made 
furniture for Royalty and prominent pcr.sonages in 
India, and apart from their ex .nsive manufac- 
tures, they arc also large importers of general 
furnishings, iron and brass bedsteads, .spring 
mattresses, etc. 

The business was established in i8g8 and was 
taken over in 1925 by its present owner, Mr. C 
Seshachalam, M.A. The firm’s telegraphic 
address is “ Curzonco,” and the codes used by 
them are the ABC 5th edition and Bentley’s. 


R. PATEL and CO., Importers and Manufacturers of Cycles, Motor Importers and Enjtinecrs, 

General Patters Road, Mount Road. 


The history of human progress is largely a matter 
of wheels, and the story of the development of 
the business of Messrs. R. Patel and Co. is 
entwined with the evolution of pneumatic tyred 
wheels for nearly three decades. That concern 
was started in 1901 by Mr. .A. F. Khabardar as 
a dealer in cycles. Later he started their manu- 
facture, and is well known in the cycle trade in 
England as well as throughout India. 

When the development of the automobile 
industry began, Mr. Khabardar, realising its 
potentialities, adapted his premises to meet the 
motoring requirements of the public. To-day. 
therefore, after many years’ constant study and 
practice of automobile engineering in all its 
branches. Messrs. R. Patel and Co.’s service and 
supplies in that connection arc exemplary of the 
same spirit of enterprise and ability that has 
characterised their activities in the cycle trade. 


In the electrical department, for instance, 
the celebrated Westinghousc batteries, for v. s' * 
the firm are sole agents in Southern India, af' 
always kept ready for immediate delivery, 
premises comprise no fewer than 12 gor.o..n- 
with thousands of ca.ses of goods to meet ■' 
requirements of the firm’s trade, lliey are 
for 175 manufacturing firms, and their 
list runs into qo,ooo difierent items. ' ^ -j 
also Jigents for the Rover, .Sun, 

Hobart, Coventry Ensign, Coventry i.i ■ • • 

Starlv Minoru, and other cycles, the Hm "> ^ 

cvcies, the Wolselev, Buick aiul ^ 

.and the C.M.C. Yellow trucks. ' " 

130 persrjns includes I-.nglishnicn, ,, 

Parsis, Hindus, .Mahomedaris, etc. .^£ ■ 

Ir.re Me.^srs. R. Patel and Co. laavc anmiie- ' ■ _ 
ness almost as large, xvitli two 
in that town, under the name rj. 
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Cvole and jMotor Co. They are similarly estab- 
lished at Secunderabad as the Secunderabad 
Cycle and Motor Co., and have also branches in 
Georgetown, Madras. 

In "partnership with Mr. Khabardar are Messrs. 
F. Bryam.shaw and S. D. Grant. The firm’s 
telegraphic address is “ Minoru,” and the codes 
used by them arc Bentley’s and private. 


It may be mentioned that Mr. Khabardar has 
attained not only considerable distinction as a 
poet in Gujarati literature, but has also a wonder- 
ful gift of expression in the English language, and 
his exquisite lyrics and songs, published in book 
form under the title of The Stlheii Tassel, are most 
beautiful in their musical lilt and sublimity of 
thought. 


A. R. DURAISWAMI AIYENGAR, 

Manufacturers’ Representatives, 314 and 315, Linghi Chetty Street. 


IMPOHT.VXT foreign firms desirous of appointing 
reliable agents at Madras and the other towns 
of India have often great difficulty in securing 
the right kind of persons with whom to entrust 
their local business. It not infrequently happens 
that the agents the}’ appoint are not specialists in 
the work of placing new goods on the market, 
and are even unsuitable for maintaining a good 
trade in well-known commodities through the 
multitude of other interests, inadequate staff, or 
the various undesirable considerations of charac- 
ter and resources that may be quite unknown to 
the foreign manufacturers whom they represent. 
Accordingly, it is pleasing to refer to Mr. A. R. 
Duraiswami Aiyengar, who is one of the best 
known and successful manufacturers’ representa- 
tives in Madras, where he has been operating 
since 1913. ^^o one understands better than he 
the conditions^nd potentialities of the markets 
of Southern Inci.i^or commercial commodities of 
every description, and being a well educated and 
respected native of the country, he has the entrde 
into circles best calculated to enhance his activities 
as a commercial ambassador of proved integrity 
and ability. Mr. Duraiswami Aiyengar employs 
a staff of experienced travellers who are continu- 
ally touring throughout the Presidency in the 
interests of the many celebrated firms represented 
by him, including the following : 

Lever Bi’os., Ltd., Port Sunliglit and their associated 
companies. 


.A. & F. Pears. Ltd. 

Vinolia Co., Ltd. 

Blondeau et Cie., Ltd. 

W. Woodward (1920), Ltd. 

Ed. Cook & Co., Ltd., London. 

Ben. Brooke & Co., Ltd., Port Sunliglit. 

Hodgson & Simpson, Ltd. 

Hazleliurst & Sons, Ltd. 

R. S. Hudson, Ltd., Liverpool. 

Angus Watson & Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Planters’ Products, Ltd., Watford. 

C. & E. Morton, Ltd. 

Chas. Morgan & Co., Ltd., AIpco Pencils, Ltd. 

Cosmic Crayon Co., Ltd. 

The Altura Pen ik Pencil Co., Ltd. 

L. G. Sloan, Ltd. 

Auto-Strop Safety Razor Co., Ltd. 

Ardath Tobacco Co., Ltd. 

W. P. Lowrie & Co., Ltd., London. 

Th. Muhfethaler, S. A., Nyon, Switzerland. 

Lamm Bros. & Co., Antwerp. 

The telegraphic address of Mr. Duraiswami 
Aiyengar is ‘‘ Perfumes,” and the codes used by 
him are Bentley’s and private. He is, we may 
add, a member of the South India Chamber of 
Commerce, member of the Royal Asiatic Society 
of Great Britain and Ireland, Ex-Secretary of the 
Madras Provincial Congress Committee, present 
Secretary of the Madras Mahajana Sabha, trustee 
of the National Fund and Industrial Association, 
Madras, director of the Swadesa Mittran, Ltd., 
Madras, and takes an active part in political, 
religious, and educational movements. 


LAKSHMI RATANS, LTD., 

Commission Agents and Importers of Building Materials, 316, Thambu Chettj" Street. 


i essrs. Lakshmi Rataxs, Ltd., are largely 
engaged in the importation of all kinds of build- 
'ep materials such as cement, marble, paints and 
°i s, pipes and fittings, hardware, tools, etc., and 
of the principal firms in that line of trade 
m i ladras. Amongst their importations are 
numerous specialities that solve problems for the 
maximum of effect at the minimum of time and 
n our, for in the great range of things com- 
Pi'ised by building materials new improvements 
rel i^^'^'^otions are being continually made that 
egate many former methods and commodities 
t le limbo of the obsolete. Messrs. Lakshmi 
ans, Ltd., always keep in line with the 
tli^’ Pnogress, and an excellent example of 
"■11^1 is afforded by their floorings, 

' ^ne to be found in a very large number 


of local buildings, including all the banks, clubs, 
colleges, hospitals, hotels. Government buildings, 
commercial offices, private residences, and insti- 
tutions of the city. 

The business, which gives employment to a 
clerical staff of about 25 persons and a large 
number of labourers, was established in 1S92, 
and was formed in 1916 into a limited liability 
company, the directors of which are Messrs. R. V. 
Lakshmi Ratan, R. B. Lakshmi Ratan, and R. V. 
Lakshmi Ratan, Jr. The firm’s telegraphic 
address is “ Lux,” Madras, and the codes used 
by them are the .A B C 5th and 6th editions and 
Bentley’s. They are agents for Twyfords, Ltd., 
Sanitary Engineers, Hanley, and the' Carron Co.’ 
Glasgow, besides a number of Continental houses’. 
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THE HOTEL CLARENCE, Rundall Road. 


The Hotel CLARE^-cE specially appeals to people 
who do not want to stay in a big", expensive 
establishment. A hotel can be first-rate and not 
be largfe. Indeed, many huge hotels are undesir- 
able_ as places of lengthy residence, and are 
lacking in that home feeling which is so emi- 
nently characteristic of a small establishment like 
the Hotel Clarence, which has only twelve bed- 
rooms, but charming gardens with inviting chairs 
and tables, where the leisure hours after sundown 
can be most pleasantly spent. It has also an 
excellent tennis court. All the bedrooms lare 
comfortably and suitably furnished and have 


their own bathrooms and toilet arrangement'. 
Some open on to the verandah on tlio tipn-r 
floor and others direct on to the garden. * 

The Hotel Clarence is a branch of the 
of Messrs. Harrison and Co., described I'n 
page 322; and that connection is an eloquent 
indication of the facilities and resources at tie 
command of the management in regard to its 
dail}'' menus. 

Rundall Road, in which the hotel is situnted, 
is in a quiet residential district within a com- 
paratively short distance of the chief commercial 
centre of Madras. 


THE MADRAS WAREHOUSE, 

Engineering Contractors and Automobile Engineers, Mount Road. 


The titles of business undertakings are not 
always accurate indices to the character of their 
trade. The Madras Wareliouse, for instance, is 
suggestive of a general department store, but 
bears no relation thereto, for it is the name of 
one of the noteworth}' industrial concerns in 
Madras. In the first place, the firm so desig- 
nated are large engineering contractors, and 
have erected many important buildings, including 
Queen Mary’s College for Women and numerous 
hospitals and institutions. Secondly, the firm, 
who are contractors to the Government and the 
railways, are amongst the leading local repre- 
sentatives of the motor trade, and in their works 
in Mount Road, equipped with an excellent plant 
of machinery, everything is executed that comes 


within the scope of automobile engineering — hmly 
building, repairs, etc. The firm arc agents for 
the celebrated Hudson and Essex car.s and lie 
Durant, Rugby, and Reo trucks. They are 
importers of motor accessories of every descrip- 
tion, of which they’ always keep a good .stock to 
meet public requirements. 

The business, which was started in 1012, h-i' 
developed very successfully, and gives em[)!iiy. 
ment to about 200 persons on an average. T here 
is a branch of it at Bangalore. The proprietor-, 
are Messrs. A. K. Venkatarama Aiycr and .A. K. 
Ramachandra Aiyer. The telegraphic address is 
“ Contract,” and the codes used are Hentlev s 
and the ABC 5th edition. 


G. A. NATESAN and CO.. Booksellers. Printers, and Publishers, Sunkurama Clielty Street. 


Tjie story of the inception and development of 
the busines.s of Messrs. G. A. Natesan and Co. 
into one of the principal undertakings of the kind 
in Madras is the story of its worthy founder and 
proprietor, the Hon. Mr. G. A. Natesan, B.A., 
F.M.U., who, after finishing his journalistic 
apprenticeship with the Madras Times, to w'hich 
he was a copious contributor, started operations 
on his own account as a printer and publisher in 
1897. In the following year he published his first 
book, Indian Polities, wliich was a great success. 
In igoo he started The Indian Pevieir, a monthly’ 
miscellany of politics, literature, philosophy' and 
religion, which has since played a very prominent 
and influential part in Indian affairs. In 1925, 
on the completion of its 25th year, a Silver Jubilee 
edition of The Indian Ilevinr was published, to 
which the Right Hon. Ramsay Macdonald, Lord 
Hardinge,ex-\'iceroy of India, Lords Pentland and 
Willingdon, ex-Governors of Madras, and a 
number of distinguished journalists and publicists 
like Messrs. Garvin, Nevison. and Lord Riddell, 
sent mc.ssnges of greeting, eulogij^ing the scrA’ices 
of Mr. N.-itesan and The Indian Peview to the 
cause of Indian progress. In honour of the occa- 
sion the public of Aiadras gave a public entertain- 
ment to Mr. Natesan. 


Among the many successful hooks puhlishtd li> 
Mr. Natesan relating to Indian tiflairs is the nu.- 
ablc work from his own pen Wind India 

Mr. Natesan has also done great work .'C' ■'j 
politician, and is the Secretary of the 
League. He w’as one of the organisers of i •' 
Third National Liberal Federation held at .Madra'- 
in 1922, and in that year was elected Joi -. 
General Secretary. He has taken a prominent .n- 
able part in all the movements in modern t'-cy 
for the welfare of Indians at home and .1 
and has given evidence on many’ important 
lions before Government and other Comim"!''-. • 
In igto he was elected tf) the f oiineil ^ 
Madras Corporation, to which lie 
repeatedly returned with an overwhelming o', q 
rity. In 1924 he was nominated Ity thi- . a . • 
Government to a seat on the rotinci o ■ 
and in August of the same year a P'j ’ g 
was presented to him eulogising hi' 
career. .An active member of the .SmaU' 
.Madras University, Mr. Nafe-a.n !■:<- ■ ; ' 

repeatedly elected to tlic .Syndicate ’wh'-re - ■ _ ^ 
vices have been untiring-. In .May, lOj-j. , 
chosen with two others t'> reprry at 



COnriERCIAL riADRAS. 


315 


G. E. SAMPATHU CHETTY and CO., 

Merchants, Commission Agents and Manufacturers’ Representatives, 299, Esplanade. 


Tub Esplanade is one of tlie principal business 
thoroughfares in Madras, and No. 299 of it is very 
deceptive, so far as outward indications are con- 
cerned, regarding the importance of the business 
therein carried on. The reviewer of the city’s 
commerce and industry, uninitiated in local condi- 
tions, and unfamiliar with the significance of the 
name over the entrance of the establishment in 
question, would not consider it worthy of notice 
or inquiry, and would doubtless be surprised to 
learn that the firm in possession, Messrs. G. E. 
Sampathu Chetty and Co., is one of the most 
noteworthy of its kind in India. In a business 
like that of Messrs. G. E. Sampathu Chetty and 
Co. there is no necessity for large premises and 
ornate display. That firm are known and 
respected throughout Southern India, where they 
have a large staff of travellers constantly “ on the 
road ” attending to the requirements of their 
numerous customers in that territory. They are 
always en rapport with the latest novelties and 


improvements in all classes of goods as well as 
in standard articles that are famous to the ends 
of the earth, and the influence of their activities 
permeates practically all branches of local com- 
merce and industry. 

This noteworthy business was started in 1900 
by Mr. G. E. Sampathu Chetty, its highly 
esteemed proprietor, whose success is certainly 
well deserved, for in all his activities he endea- 
vours to exemplify “ the little more and how much 
it is ” in service and supplies. His telegraphic 
address is “ Tapmas,” Madras, and his codes 
are the ABC 4th and 5th editions and Bentley’s. 
The list of his agencies is too long to be given 
here, but they include manufacturers of goods of 
almost every description. 

Mr. G. E. Sampathu Chetty is assisted by two 
of his sons, Mr. G. S. Ramanujam Chetty, B.A., 
Dip. Econ., F.C.I., Birmingham, and Mr. G. S. 
Rangiah Chetty, F.C. L, Birmingham. 


KLEIN and PEYERL, 

Photographic Artists and Block Manufacturers, II, Narasingapuram Street, Mount Road. 


The business of Messrs. Klein and Peyerl is one 
of the oldest of its kind in India. It was estab- 
lished in 1S82 under the name of Wiele and Klein, 
and carried on as such until 1926 when the desig- 
nation was changed to its present form. The 
firm’s premises at ii, Narasingapuram Street, 
near the Hotel Bosotto, are well adapted for the 
various activities therein conducted. Messrs. 
Klein and Peyerl operate in all branches of photo- 
§:raphy, from exquisite miniatures to life-size 
enlargements, and their portraiture may well be 
classed amongst the fine arts, affording, as it 
does, a great contrast between its high quality 
nnd the prosaic productions of the ordinary photo- 


grapher. They operate with the most up-to-date 
cameras and everything for the perfection and 
expedition of their work. They possess one of 
the largest collections of photographs of Southern 
India, and many of these, it will be noticed, are 
reproduced in the Madras section of this volume. 

Messrs. Klein and Peyerl are also manufacturers 
of half-tone and line blocks for illustration pur- 
poses. The operations in all the departments are 
under the supervision of Mr. Peyerl, one of the 
partners, who is an expert with very many years’ 
practical experience of the work which he demon- 
strates so well. 


K. C. LOGANATHAN 

Manufacturer of Pickles, Preserves, Condiments, etc., 16, Seven Wells Street. 


H'du has many kinds of food, but none more 
famous and popular than curry and rice. That 
excellent dish, as made there, is very different 
from the unattractive imitations of it served in 
most other countries, where the ingredients for 
•ts success as well as the knowledge of their com- 
pounding are of the most elementary character, 
f'or curry and rice as it is made in India there 
are manj' different condiments, all of which con- 
tribute to the piquanc}' and nutritive value of the 
dish. In this connection a firm famous for the 
manufacture of Indian condiments is that of Mr. 

C. Loganathan, who has been awarded no 
ewer than twent}" gold and silver medals and 
diiMomas for the high quality of his productions. 

Amongst the industrial establishments which 
. VTiter inspected at Madras, none was more 
Interesting than Mr. Loganathan ’s factory, where 
\e saw in course of preparation the numerous 
P'ckles, preserves, pappadams, condiments, etc., 
nr tvhicli that gentleman has become so well 


known. In the busy section where the celebrated 
Loganathan curry powder was being made comely 
damsels manipulated with remarkable dexterity' 
large pestles in mortars where the pungent appe- 
tising material was being pounded into the perfec- 
tion that has gained for it a large 'demand 
everywhere. 

The Loganathan products are held in high 
esteem especially' in Great Britain, where people 
returning from India to the homeland are supplied 
with them through sucli well-known firms as 
Fortnum and Mason, Ltd., iSi, Piccadilly, Lon- 
don, W., and T. W. Barber and Co., 2, Brewer 
Street, Regent Street, London, W. The manu- 
factures in question are packed for shipment 
abroad in hermetically sealed tins, so that they 
keep in first rate condition indefinitely'. 

The business was established in 1S79 by the 
present proprietor’s father, who died in 1907; so 
that Mr-. Loganathan has been engaged in it 
throughout his commercial career. 
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VIJIAM and CO., Importers, Exporters, Manufacturers’ Reprsentatives and Commission Ai!enf< 

27, Thambu Chetty Street. 


Maxy of the business places in Georgetown give 
little, if any, indication of the importance of the 
firms who are located there. This is particularly 
the case with No. 27, Thambu Chetty Street, 
where there is nothing to indicate the status and 
influence of the firm of Vijiam and Co., who have 
their offices on the upper floor of that building, 
which is fficir own property. The business of 
Messrs. \ ijiam and Co. was started in 1897 in 
small way by its sole proprietor, Mr. C. 
^ ijiam, who is one of the best-known Hindus in 
the commercial arena of Madras. The manner 
in which his business has developed, and the 
extensive connections he has formed, reflect very 
creditably on his ability. 

Messrs. \ ijiam and Co. are importers of mer- 
chandise of every description ; but their principal 
lines are piece-goods, liardware, sundries, oil- 
men’s stores, etc. They represent many English, 
German, and other Continental firms for iron. 


steel, hardware, glass and enamelled wares, dec. 
trie goods, lieavy and light chemicals, sundric', 
etc., including Stanes and Co., Ltd. ; The United 
Coffee Supply Co., Ltd., for tea and coffee, etc.; 
and Polack and Schwarz’s Zaandani, !>,- 
essences, essential oils, and aromatic chemie.ds. 

For the more efficient organisation of lii-i 
numerous departments, Mr. Vijiain has arrangeti 
his business activities into two other section.^, vi.\. 
R. J. VIJIAM and Co. (Mill Goods and Piece- 
Goods Department), 9 G, Godown Street, AUkIms, 

and 

VIJIAAI and SONS, Manufacturers’ Representa- 
tives and Commission Agents, 2 -- 3 (), Cliickpet. 

Bangalore City. 

These two sections are special indentors to tlio 
Buckingham and Carnatic Mills Co., Ltd., llu- 
Bangalore Woollen Mills Co., Ltd., and otiicr 
mills and foreign piece-goods dealcr.c. 


CURUNATH and CO., 

Furniture Manufacturers and Sanitary Engineers, 1/24, Murugappa Mudali Street. 


FunxiTURE as the means of creative expression 
has always been of great interest to Mr. C. T. 
Parthasarathi Mudaliar, B.A., L.T., I.E.S. 

(Retired). In his young student days he learned 
how to make it in the Madras School of Arts, and 
during his subsequent career in the Government 
service his great hobby was the constructioji of all 
kinds of household articles of utility and orna- 
mentation. Consequently, w'hen he retired from 
his position as Inspector of Schools in 1924, he 
started in business under the title of Curunath 
and Co., Quality Cabinet Makers and Sanitary 
Engineers. 

Any w'Ork that is loved for its own sake, and as 
a hobby rather than a task or necessitj', is much 


better calculated to be superior in every w;u' ti'.'n 
things made for sale at the greate.st profit :im! 
without affectionate pride in their intrin.sic worth. 
That is why Mr. Curunath ’s activities .should hr 
regarded as on a plane above the ordinary; and it 
is not surprising to find that his busines i.s imdrr- 
going very satisfactory development. In hi.s fne- 
tory about sixty persons arc employed in tin' 
production of woodwork and upholstery of every 
description, and he has received many testimonials 
regarding the high quality of his output, h 
may be added that Mr. C. T. Parthasar.alhi 
Mudaliar is an Honorary Maglstr.'ite of th'* 
Madras Presidency. 


GALLEY and CO., Government Auctioneers and Contractors, 
Importers and Manufacturers’ Representatives, 164, Broadway. 


There are many degrees of utility in business 
undertakings, but the one carried on by Messrs. 
Galley and Co. is in the front rank of the most 
useful, for its service and supplies cover a very 
wide range of necessity. .As Government auc- 
tioneers, for instance, Messrs. Galley and Co. are 
called upon to conduct very important sales; and 
having been established since 1903, their long and 
intimate knowledge and experience of local condi- 
tions and values are of great advantage to them 
in that connection. As they state on their excel- 
lent calendars, Avhich are to be seen throughout 
Madras, they “ undertake to sell anything any- 
where,” and’ their .ability in that re.spcct is highly 
appreciated by banks for the disposal by auction 
of goods relating to dishonoured bills, etc. 

Messrs. Galley and Co. operate also ns Public 
Works Department contractors and supply all 
kinds of hardware and building materials. They 
arc on the lists of District Boards, Railways, and 


Municipalities as well as of Government. Hu 
firm are sole agents in Madras for the fkini'-u 
Machine Co.’s lathes, shaping, planing, dolling 
and wood working machines, Emil \1i'sse!| 'to - 
safe.s, fire and burglar proof, and steel c.i a 
boxes, thief proof. They are .sub-agent'. "■ 
Ruston Hornsby oil and steam engines, Rufsi 
centrifugal pumps, ” Glacia ” j"’ ' ' 

machines, Douglas and Grant nee j'' 
Gandy’s belting-, Pabco paints, etc., 
tricts of Guntur, Nellorc, Cauinppah, /.i-.n' ■ 
North Arcot, and Madras Cityj and 'i'G;' 
agencies at Guntur, Ncllore, Chitton , *• 

and Thirupathi. ; , , 

The founder and sole proprietor of the lei-.- ; 
is Mr. K. Galley, who eonimands th'’ 
confidence of every one witli '.vhorn 

ings. The firm’s telegraphic addrev'. is ^ 

Madras, and they use the A h C c'lo • 
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K. K. IYENGAR and CO., 

Exporters, Importers, and Manufacturers’ Representatives, 7, Phillips Road. 


A VERY larg'c proportion of tlie commerce of the 
world is created and sustained by the numerous 
firms operating as manufacturers’ representatives 
in all the principal centres of trade. Amongst 
the most creditable of these in Madras are Messrs. 
K. K. Iyengar and Co., who handle merchandise 
of all kinds, but especially piece-goods, hardware, 
building materials, metals, machinery, and sun- 
dries, and represent some well-known British 
houses, including A. Barnett and Co., Coventr)', 
manufacturers of the famous “ Invicta ” cycles, 
and the Norwich Union Life and Fire Insurance 
Society, Ltd. 

The business of Messrs. K. K. Iyengar 
and Co. was established in 1919 by its sole pro- 
prietor, Mr. K. K. Iyengar, who is a graduate of 
the Madras University. Before commencing his 
commercial career he was a journalist, and acted 
as Madras correspondent to the Times Supplement, 
etc. The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Busy- 
bee,” Madras, and the codes used by them are 
the ABC 5th and 6th editions, and Bentley’si. 
They are agents for the folowing ; 

A. Barnett & Co., Coventry, England; “Invicta” 
motor-cj'cles and cycles. 

The Eaynal Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Birmingham; 
“ Bajmal ” cj’cles and frames. 

Moore & Wright. Sheffield; saws and tools. 

Avia Tool & Steel Co., Ltd., Sheffield; high-class 
precision tools. 

S. A. Daniell, Ltd., Birmingham; engineering tools, 
machinery and hardware. 


Lockwood Brothers, Ltd., Sheffield; hardware, tools, 
cutlery and furniture fittings. 

Folger & Hause, Elberfeld, Germany; engineering 
tools, brass fittings, wire ropes, and hardware. 

Maltzalin & Springer, Berlin; machinery, electrical 
goods and hardware. 

S. A. Anciens Etablishmeiils Benson, Waerghem, 
Belgium; tower and other bolts, “ T” hinges, etc. 

Technical Glass Co., Inc., U.S.A.; “ Tegoo ” glass 
knobs. 

Spong & Co., Ltd., London; coffee mills, meat 
choppers, knife grinders, etc. 

Sandeman Varnish, Ltd., Glasgow; British varnishes 
and enamels. 

Govancroft Pottery Co., Ltd., Glasgow; stoneware 
acid jars, covered jars, etc. 

A. R. Robertson & Co., Ltd., Glasgow; “ So-Wo ” 
cotton-hair beltings. 

G. Rothmund & Co., Hamburg; camel hair, cotton, 
balata and rubber’ leather beltings. 

Aug Reuschel & Co., Sclotheim, Germany; hair and 
■cotton beltings. 

International Galalith Gesellschaft Hoff & Co., Ham- 
burg; “Galalith” articuhrs-combs, buttons and fancy 
articles, and raw “ Galalith ” in sheets, rods and 
trrbes. 

Wilhelm Koreska, Vienna, Austria; typewriter 
ribbons, carbons, stencil and oil boards, duplicators, 
etc. 

Argus Manufacturing Co., Inc., U.S.A. ; pen and 
pencil clips, etc. 

Porzellainfabriek Tielesch & Co., Altwasser, Germany; 
porcelain goods. 

H. & T. Kirby & Co., Ltd., London; aspirin tablets, 
patent medicines, and Kirby’s specialities. 

PIo-Ro-Co Manufacturing Co., Inc., U.S.A. ; 
“ Ho-Ro-Co ” tonic, healing oil, and toilet goods. 


P. BALAKRISHNA MUDALIAR 

Manufacturers’ Representative, Distributer for LIPTON, LTD., 21, Second Line Beach. 


Liptox and tea have become synonymous, and 
there is no name more prominent and better known 
m that connection throug’hout the world. Messrs. 
Lipton, Ltd., have, besides their extensive plan- 
tations in Ceylon, other large tea lands in Assam, 
and from the latter is derived the tea that sustains 
their trade and reputation in India. In Madras 
me distributer for Messrs. Lipton, Ltd., is Mr. P. 
Balakrishna Mudaliar. When he was appointed 
their agent in igiS the sale of Lipton’s tea in 
t'ladras was about Rs. 15,000 per month. Through 
us enterprising activities it has now increased to 
^S’ 5 o,ooo a month, which testifies eloquently, not 
only to his ability, but also to the high quality 
of the famous product. Mr. P. Balakrishna 


Mudaliar is distributer also for the large variety 
of preserves and provisions of Messrs. Lipton, 
Ltd., and is an importer of paper, general 
stationery, liquors, French milliner}^ etc. Indeed, 
he acts as medium between buyers and sellers for 
goods of every description, and is also agent for 
W. V. Bowater and Sons, Paper Manufacturers, 
London ; Ernest Pay Trading Co., Oslo, Norway; 
and Staedtler Pencils made in Nuremberg. 

Mr. P. Balakrishna Mudaliar has been estab- 
lished in business on his own account in Madras 
since 1911. His telegraphic address is ” Build- 
ing,” and his codes are the ABC 5th and 6th 
editions and Bentley’s. 


KATHIAWAR CYCLE and 

no city in India is the C3'cle trade better repre- 
sented than in Madras, where one of the most 
note\yorthy firms engaged in it is that of the 
'’■atbiawar Cycle and Motor Co. This company 
cv^l. importers and wholesale dealers in 
-Ces and motor accessories of ever}- description, 
bo • f''^usact a considerable trade. They 
own special cycles, ‘‘ Diamond,” 

*' Leela,” and ” Selecta,” which are 
u e for them in England, and have attained 


MOTOR CO., 9, Broadway. 

well deserved popularity in Southern India. The 
firm are also agents for the Raynal cycles. 

They started their business in 1917 at Banga- 
lore, where they still operate under the name of 
the Mysore Cjmle Trading Co. In 1924 thev 
opened their present headquarters in Madras. The 
partners are Messrs. D. Z. Mehta and AI. T. 
Shah. The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Busv,” 
and the codes used by them are the ABC ’5th 
and 6th editions, and Bentley’s. 
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R. VENKATESHWAR and CO., 
THOMPSON and CO., 33 , Popham’s Broadw 
The development of printings and its allied activi- 
ties is always an excellent barometer regarding’ 
other industries ; and a brief consideration of the 
infinity of interests necessitating the utilisation 
of printed matter will emphatically show how 
absolutely indispensable the printer is to the wel- 
fare of a community. Amongst the largest and 
most capable representatives of the printino- 
trade in Madras are Mesrs. R-. Venkateshwar 
and Co., who turn out excellent work and have 
built up an extensive connection throughout 
Southern India. 

The essential printing requirements of the busi- 
ness_ man to-day are quality, economy, and 
service. Quality is a question of expert super- 
vision, good material, and mechanical facilities. 
Messrs. R. Venkateshwar and Co.’s equipment 
is first rate in every respect and thoroughly 
adequate for their requirements. Economy "is a 
matter of organisation, power, speed of machines 
and close buying of materials. The organisation 
of the Ananda Press, as their establishment is- 
called, has been effected with the object of per- 


Ananda Press, Loane Square. 

ay. Printers, Stationers, and Publishers. 

fecting process and result, and the firnfs ixu". 
sive operations enable them to buy at the c'-k-v 
rnargin. The service they put at 'the tiisM^iilV' 
their customers consists of trained men able to 
rnake and carry out suggestions for all kimis o‘ 
high-class printing. With this organisation th- 
firm supply work which achieves' satisfactoriK 
and profitably whatever objects may be in viev,. 
They operate with equal ability as general book- 
binders, machine rulers, and in all 'the activiti. s 
allied to the printing trade. They are puhlisliers 
of vernacular school books, and are suppliers of 
stationery to the Governments of Cocliin, Ibu!'.!- 
cotta, and Mysore States. 

The business was established in iSpi, and ll)r 
partners are Rao Bahadur V. Ranganadii.’mi 
Chetty and V. A. Keshab Chandra. 'I'lie tele- 
graphic address is “ Ananda.” 

In 1919 the firm purchased the printing, liook- 
binding, and publishing business of Tlionip^o!! 
and Co., 33, Popham’s Broadway, and carry it 
on under that title. 


PREMIER INDIAN SCIENTIFIC CO.. 114 . Armenian Street. 


The appearance of the premises of the Premier 
Indian Scientific Co. is not impressive, but that 
is of negligible importance in view of the wonder- 
ful work executed there. That work has a range 
which covers practically every department of 
science, and would certainly be regarded with un- 
bounded interest and astonishment a decade or 
two ago before the invention of the many remark- 
able things that are now regarded as common- 
place items in the company’s stock.. 

The Premier Indian Scientific Co. are suppliers 
of scientific, physical, and chemical laboratory 
apparatus for schools, colleges, and industrial 
institutions, and are on the approved list of the 
Educational Department. They arc agents for the 


glassware of Schott and jen-jeena, Eydnni nml 
Kriegar, limenau, the balancc.s of .August 
Ebingen, the microscopes of Car Zeiss Jeena, I.fit/ 
and Wctzlar, the porcelain of W. MaldeinvniigiT, 
Spandau, and the physical and chemical apparatus 
of Baird and Tatlock, London. 

The business was started in 1918 by Mr. A. V, 
Subramanian Chettiar, and under his capal*!'- 
direction has proved a very useful contributor to 
local facilities and resources. At the lime uf 
writing Mr. Chettiar is making- arrangements (or 
adding to his premises a laboratory with t' 
thoroughly modern equipment, wliere studonts am! 
others may pursue their studies or make selentifa; 
demonstrations and analyses. 


K. NAGESWARA RAO, 

Proprietor of ANDHRAPATRIKA PRESS and the AMRUTANJAN DEPOT, 

G and 7 , Thambu Chetty Street. 


PuiXTixG establishments are very numerous in 
Madras, but many of them are onh' very small, 
with the most limited resources, and carried on 
in places of the most negligible description. Not 
so the .Andhrapatrika Press, which is one of the 
best native typographical undertakings in the 
citv, and a credit to its worthy proprietor, Mr. K. 
Nageswara Rao, who started it about thirty 
vears ago, and has met with well deserved success. 
In the .Andhrapatrika Press are executed all kinds 
of printing, from visiting cards up to big posters 
and bulky volumes. In ordinary jobbing work 
the firm is noted for the general good quality of 
its output and moderate charges. Machine ruling, 
bookbinding, account-book manufacture, and the 
production' of printing blocks for three-colour 
work are also carried on by the .Andhrapatrik.a 
Press with commendable ability. 

The business takes its name from the daily 


and weekly newspaper Andhru^xiirihn v. 
printed there entirely in Telugu. Mr R*'” 
that journal many years ago, and it has 
wide circulation in .Southern India, whilf 
weekly edition there arc subscrilicrs m 
parts of the world. 

Mr. Rao also owms the excellent monthly 
entitled JUmrati, which in Telugu means 
de.ss of Learning,” and it too is printed 
premises. 

.Mr. Rao is the discoverer and_oe.’ner^ 
famous balm known as .Amrutanj.m, ri 
declared to be a universal • 

.aches and pains to which mortal h* ‘•-a 
and commands a large sale 
The main office for the supply 1 

is at Bombav, but it is procurable ['"om - 
and druggists almost any where m the 
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CHELLARA1\I GIANCHAND, Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Outfitters, Silk, Ciino and Carpet 
Merchants, Manufacturers of Silverware, Embroideries, and Real Madras Handkerchiefs, etc., 
86, Walaiah Road and 9=10=11, Rattan Bazaar Road. 


every town there are one or two names that 
stand out more conspicuously than others for 
certain lines of service and supply, fn Madras 
the name of Chellaram Gianchand is prominent 
and influential as the designation of the principal 
Indian business devoted not only to everything- 
pertaining to the outfitting of ladies, gentle- 
men and children, but to the inexhaustible variety 
of goods associated more especially with India and 
its industries, such as piece-goods, jewellery, 
brassware, carpets, curios, etc. Very beautiful 
indeed are the silks supplied by this firm in all the 
colours of the rainbow, and alfording an interesting 
and instructive object lesson in the many qualities 
and patterns in which that material is manufac- 
tured, not only in India, but also in China and 
Japan. 

Messrs. Chellaram Gianchand have two estab- 
lishments in Madras — the large glass-fronted one 
at 9-11, Rattan Bazaar Road, and “ The White 
House,” at 86, Walajah Road. The latter is the 
firm’s headquarters, and a visit should be paid 
to either by everyone in the city desirous of 
obtaining serviceable and fashionable things for 
personal wear or beautiful and uncommon articles 
for gifts or mementoes of India. 

‘‘ The White House ” is very much larger than 
might be surmised from its outside appearance. 


for behind it, and on its upper floors, are carried 
on many departnients of highl}" skilled work, 
including the manufacture of exquisite embroi- 
deries for ladies’ wear and exceptionally rich and 
handsome cloths with gold and silver insertions 
in charming and artistic designs of every 
description. 

The despatching department, where may be seen 
neatly and strongly made up parcels addressed 
to all parts of the world, is eloquent of the extent 
of the firm’s trade; but that will be better appre- 
ciated by mention of the fact that they have else- 
where in Madras a factory where about 300 
persons are employed in the production of silver- 
ware, embroideries, etc. 

The business was established in 1890 by Mr. 
Chellaram, who was succeeded after his death in 
1922 by his sons, the present proprietors, Messrs. 
Hashmatrai and Kewalram. Year after year it 
has very successfully developed, and is now the 
principal undertaking of its kind in Southern 
India. Branches of it are established at Bombay, 
Hyderabad (Sind), and Ootacamund. The firm 
are favourably known everywhere as Chellaram, 
and have been awarded medals throughout the 
world for the excellence of their productions. 
Their telegraphic address is “ Silver ” and their 
codes are the ABC, 5th edition, and Bentley’s. 


GANESH and CO., Publishers, Booksellers, and CoSee Merchants, 39, Thambu Chetty Street. 


There is as much difference in books as in persons, 
and the world would be none the poorer if a vast 
proportion of the volumes issued every year were 
never produced. Similarly, there is a great dif- 
ference in publishing firms in regard to the kind 
of literature they place on the market. Many 
are not actuated by lofty ideals, and disregard 
whether their books are uplifting or not so long 
as they are money makers. It is, therefore, pleas- 
ing to direct attention to the firm of Ganesh and 
Co., who are worthy of the highest commenda- 
tion for the manner in which, as publishers and 
booksellers, they always provide a selection of 
great interest and utility. They specialise in 


Indian national literature, and their books are in 
demand throughout the world. 

Messrs. Ganesh and Co. are also coffee mer- 
chants, and their well-known “ Bison Head ” 
brand of Coorg coffee is an excellent and appro- 
priate beverage for leisurely consumption when 
perusing anv of their volumes. They are local 
Agents for Messrs. Pierce, Leslie and Co., Ltd., 
coffee curers, who have their premises on the 
Malabar coast. 

The business was established in 1905 bv Mr. 
M. R. Ramaseshiar, who was joined in partner- 
ship in 1906 by Mr. S. Subbai3-a. Their tele- 
graphic address is “ Ganeshco,” Madras. 


ENGLISH CYCLE and MOTOR IMPORTING CO., 9, Broadway. 


It is pleasant to recall the time, not so verj^ 
long ago, when the cycle was the swiftest means 
of transport on the roads of the world. Beginning 
With the velocipede and culminating in the pre- 
sent perfect product of experience, science, and 
ingenuity, the evolution through which the cycle 
fins passed is one of the most interesting chapters 
'n the history of locomotion. England has always 
lield a leading position for the quality and quan- 
of its cycle output, and special interest 
nitaches, therefore, to the English Cycle and 
■ otor Importing Co., who, as might be inferred 
from their title, deal in English goods. They are 
ngents, for instance, for the Rudge-Whitworth, 


Sunbeam, Hercules, Pearl, and Ray cycles, and 
also for the Rudge-Whitworth and Sunbeam 
motor cycles. The firm keep in stock an excellent 
assortment of these high-class machines as well as 
accessories of every description, well calculated 
to meet the most diverse requirements. 

The company started as wholesale dealers in 
c^'cles at Coconada about 1900; but, owing to the 
rapid development of their business, they removed 
to Madras, and have now a branch at Bezwada. 
Their telegraphic address is ” Cycles,” Madras, 
and the codes used by them are the ABC 5th 
edition and Bentley’s. 
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ROMER DAN and CO., Importers of Motor 

Not a few of the motor firms in iMadras were 
started as cycle dealing concerns, and from small 
beginnings have undergone extensive develop- 
ment. It was as cycle merchants that Messrs. 
Romer Dan and Co. began their activities in 1908, 
and three years later turned their attention to the 
motor trade, in which they now occupy an impor- 
tant position in Madras. They are importers and 
distributers of all kinds of motor parts and 
accessories, and in their workshops in Mount 
Road repairs of every description are speedily 
executed by a staff of skilled workmen. 

In 1925 Messrs. Romer Dan and Co. were 
appointed agents for the renowned Studebaker 
cars, which are the crowning achievement of 
seventy-seven years devoted to the building of 
transportation products. Of the fifty American 
cars being manufactured to-day only sev'en are 
given a power-rating by the Royal Automobile 
Club equal to that of the Studebaker Big Six, 

SOLDEN and CO., Printers, Bookbinders, 
I^• no trade in Madras is there greater competition 
than in printing, and the number of firms engaged 
therein is really very large in view of the com- 
paratively small size of the city. Many of them, 
however, are small negligible concerns with the 
most elementary equipment, merely hand-to-mouth 
jobbers, whose work is of the crudest de.scription. 

In contrast with these are Messrs. Solden and 
Co., who arc one of the most noteworthy of the 
local Indian typographical firms, and have attained 
well-merited di.stinction for the excellence of their 
output. The demand for the highest quality of 
workmanship in modern printing continues 
unabatedly with the increasing complexity of 
mercantile, industrial, and social activities. Good 
taste and refinement are so obviously expressed 


Cars and Accessories, 217, Mount Road. 

and these seven cars cost from two to five ti-. 
more. The Studebaker Standard Six is liki-vo 
unique m the power it offers, for it is raad 
most powerful car of its size and weight in ‘i-. 
world. ■ 

Studebaker was a pioneer in adopting the l.-h.v ‘ 
type of engine, which 70 per cent, of .Anuri.!" 
manufacturers now use. Its quietnes.s, its c!',-- 
ciency, its freedom from trouble, and it.s loin: life 
have established its unquestioned superioritv.'^ Vo; 
Studebaker has gone even further to eiisu.-c :I 
smooth flow of power, for every Studebaker crank- 
shaft is full)' machined and dynamically and stati- 
cally balanced, in order to reduce the engine vibra- 
tion to an absolute minimum. Con.sidering the 
quality of materials and workmanship which go into 
the Studebaker cars, it is not surprising that more 
than 900 Studebaker owners have reported that 
their cars have been driven from loo.ooo to 
300,000 miles and are still in operation. 

Stationers, etc.. High Road, Triplicane. 
in printed displays that wisdom ever advocate; 
their exemplification in things trivial as wcl! as 
of greatest moment ; while in the keen ni>!i of 
business life maximum economy and utility ate 
imperative in the multitudinou.s alTtiirs of olhci' 
stationery and requirements. Messrs. Sohicn and 
Co. are excellently adapted by their men anil 
methods, as well as machinery, for demonstrating 
the most acceptable ideals in all printing needs 
from a visiting card up to a large coloured poster. 

The firm arc also stereo and electro typers, hook- 
binders, gilders, photo engravers, rubber stamp 
manufacturers, stationers, cardboard box niaiui' 
facturers, etc. Their business was established m 
1902, and has developed so well that it nine gives 
employment to about 100 persons. 


THE GENERAL MEDICAL SUPPLIES, Chemists and Druggists, 177, China Bazaar Road. 

. • 1 r . i. _ .1 _t t _ i_ • _ r 1 . ^ r . 1 • - . _ 1 1 4 t 


In the earliest periods of the world’s history of 
which there is any record the work of the pharma- 
cist, like that of’the perfumer, was practised by 
a special class of the priesthood. Egyptian 
inscriptions indicate that the physician priests, 
when visiting the .sick, were accompanied by the 
charter of incantation.s and spells, and sent their 
prescriptions to be dispensed by the priests of 
Isis. It is a far cry between those ancient times 
of superstition and *the enlightened days in which 
we live ; and probably no department of com- 
merce and industry st.nnds for greater benefit to 
the human race than the modern pharmacy, with 
its comprehen.sive variety of everything that 
knowledge and experience” have produced for the 
prevention and alleviation of pain and illness. 
.-\mongst the best establishments of that kind in 
Madr.as is the one carried on under the name_ of 
The General Medical Supplies at 177. China 
Bazaar Road, which is a reliable .source of supply 
of cvervthing associated with its trade. Its corn- 
prehensive range of pharmaceutical goods is 


K, 


eloquent of the innumerable remedies tliat li.'U'' 
been evolved for the amelioration of disonlirKi 
physical conditions. The stock is imported diro | 
from leading manufacturers in ^ I'.iiropc .me 
-America, not in too g;reat quantities, Imt jii> 
sufllcient to en.sure its absolute freshness and t" 
meet the demands of the business, and an ext'. ' 
sive trade is transacted by the firm among''- ^ 
planters in the Nilgiri Hills, etc. 

.All the dispensing is attended to per.-on.i y 
the proprietor of the business, ' 

Krislmarnurti, L..M. and S., who est.dnis ■’ 
in 1924; so th.'it the utmost confident e ' 
placed on tlie accuracy of ever\ thiigg romp"- 
there. . .... 

The firm’s telegraphic arldrcs- 1- ’ < ' 

Madras, and they are sole agents in t.e . 
Presifienev, inclusive of N.'iO've •‘j’-*-' j 
Xorthwich Pharmaca! Co., Si-v; j 

European Corporati'>n, llfirnba), anf, 

Co., Bombay. 
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THE MADRAS TYPE FOUNDRY, 150, Broadway. 


No trade is more developed in Madras than that 
of printing-, and tlie number of firms eng;aged 
therein is "really astonishing. Consequently, it is 
not surprising to find there such an up-to-date 
business as that of The Madras Type Foundry, 
which is the largest of its kind in Southern India 
and indeed one of the best in the Avhole of the 
peninsula. The fact that it was started so long 
ago as 1S50 is an indication of how firmly it is 
established as a very noteworthy contributer to 
local facilities and resources. In 1921 it was pur- 
chased by Mr. P. S. Udayer, who personally 
supervises all its work, in partnership with Mr. K. 
Munisawmy Reddiar. About forty persons are 
employed in the business, which is conducted with 
enterprise and ability in all its departments. The 
fine machinery equipment includes three type- 
casting machines by John Haddon and Co. and 
five others of the firm’s own manufacture. 

All kinds of English and vernacular types and 
borders and t3’pe-casting accessories are made in 
the Madras T3'pe Foundr3q and its productions 
are sent to all parts of India. A noteworthy fea- 


ture is that copper alloy is used for its job types. 
Considerable resources are presented by the stock 
alwa3's kept in hand b3' the firm to meet all pos- 
sible contingencies, together with all manner of 
compositors’ requisites, such as cases, reglets, 
racks, sticks, and galleys. The Madras Type 
Foundry deals in printing and binding, machines, 
John Kidd’s inks and roller composition, brass 
rules, etc., and is the local sole agency jfor the 
“ Agfa ” numbering, dating, and type high 
machines, and the “ K. Geblers ” wire-stitching, 
eyeletting, punching, and cardboard cutting 
machines. 

A silver medal was awarded to the Madras 
T3'pe Foundr3' by the Industrial Association of 
Madras in 1925 for the excellence of its output. 

Mr. Udayer, who is a printing expert of long 
and extensive experience, has travelled much in 
India in connection with his business, which caters 
to the requirements of typographical firms hear 
and far. The telegraphic address is “ Printype,” 
Madras, and the code used is Bentley’s. 


HALLER’S PHARMACY, 24, Broadway. 


Thehe are many places in INIadras where patent 
medicines and drugs and chemicals are obtainable, 
but a large number of them are by their appear- 
ance not calculated to attract or enhance the confi- 
dence of the public. Haller’s Pharmacy, however, 
at 24, Broadway, is not amongst these nondescript 
places ; but is one of the oldest, best known, and 
most^ commendable undertakings of its kind in 
the city. It was founded many years ago b3" the 
late Dr. W. H. Haller, who, after a distinguished 
career in the Government service of India and the 
Straits Settlements, settled down in practice in 
Madras, where he was alread3' well known and 
esteemed. 

Since his death in 1919 the business has been 
carried on b3" his widow aided b3^ able managers 
and assistants, man3' of whom have been in the 
business for a long time. Haller’s Pharmacy is 


distinguished by its exclusive specialisation in the 
pharmaceutical trade, and does not include in its 
stock the toilet articles and perfumery usually asso- 
ciated with chemists’ and druggists’ establish- 
ments. Particular attention is devoted to the 
dispensing department, which is in charge of a 
qualified expert of long experience; so that the 
utmost reliance may be placed on the accuracy of 
ever3'thing compounded there. Haller’s Phar- 
macy is the local agency for the celebrated 
pharmaceutical products of Messrs. Parke, Davis 
and Co., and Oppenheimer and Co., of London, 
and its comprehensive stock of things for the 
prevention and alleviation of pain and illness 
includes a number of preparations invented by 
Dr. Haller, which are in popular demand for their 
efficac3\ 


V. R. KAMATH and CO., Cabinetmakers and Upholsterers, 191, Mount Road. 


The primar3' purpose of furniture is utilit3'; but 
3s circumstances improve and the vision enlarges 
there is evolved from the elemental necessities the 
desire for corresponding expression of art in the 
equipment of the home. The infinit3' in which 
^'■t in that connection is possible is demonstrated 
■n some measure ver3' pleasingl3^ by Messrs. V. R. 
'^amath and Co., whose productions are of the 
most varied character, ranging from those of the 
simplest kind to things of wonderful beauty em- 
ociying wood carving and upholster3f in the most 
’arming designs, and well calculated to captivate 
lose about to furnish or replenish a home. A 
point worthy of special note is that all the firm’s 
manufacturing operations are conducted entirely’ 
3 band, and not by machinery’; so that the fine 
^'j'^J^j’iianship seen in the handsome suites and 
mgle pieces are much more interesting than and 
iperior to machine-made goods that are produced 


without the aft'ectionate pride of the artisan in his 
labour and sold without sentiment at the greatest 
possible profit. Messrs. V. R. Kamath and Co.’s 
services are well taken advantage of for all kinds 
of office and shop fittings and general -wood- 
working requirements. Their premises are much 
larger than is indicated by their external appear- 
ance, and in the showroom on the upper floor and 
elsewhere^ may be seen many choice things that 
cannot fail to elicit the admiration of people able 
to differentiate between inferiority and superioritv 
in furniture and appreciate the art and utility 
embodied in the firm’s productions. 

The business was established in 190S by Mr. 
P. W. Kamath, its sole proprietor, and* gives 
employment to a regular staff of about sixty per- 
sons, supplemented by many more as occasion 
requiresv 
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HARRISON and CO., Manufacturing Confectioners, Bread and Biscuit Makers, Caterers. 

The City Restaurant, 16 S, BroadwTiy. 


The business of Messrs. Harrison and Co. is the 
principal one of its kind in Madras, and since its 
commencement in i8gi has contributed an impor- 
tant and highly appreciated part to local amenities. 
Iheir premises occupy a large plot of land in 
Broadway, and the front portion forms The City 
Restaurant, where is displa3'ed an attractive 
variety of the delicious confectionery and sweet- 
meats of all kinds made by the firm in their 
bakery behind. There is practically no limit to 
the charming designs in which Messrs. Harrison 
and Co.’s confectionery is produced from the 
finest ingredient by experts of long experience. 
The firm make a speciality of cakes for weddings, 
birthdays, and other festive occasions, and their 
beautiful productions of that kind have graced 
many memorable events in Madras and other parts 
of India. The firm pack their cakes in such a 
manner that they arrive at their destinations, 
including England, absolute!}' uninjured and in 
the finest and freshest condition. 

As caterers, Messrs. Harrison and Co. are in 
a position to undertake functions of any descrip- 
tion and magnitude either locally or in the 
mofussil, and they will be pleased to send esti- 


mates and specimen menus for banquets, l>a!!s, 
suppers, dinners, receptions, picnics, sliootiui: 
parties, tournaments, and sports at inclusive rate^ 
for servants and all necessaries. For many wars 
the firm have been entrusted with the catering 
for the most important functions in tlie I’resklemy 
in connection with successive Governors, Kajali', 
and the nobility, and stand in very ititih regard 
for the satisfactory manner in which all their work 
is performed. 

The City Restaurant is popular for the excel- 
lence and moderate charges of the meals procur- 
able there at short notice as well as for the light 
refreshments and ices also served from S a.i", 
till II p.m. daily, Sundays included. An excellent 
orchestra plays there on Wednesday and .Satur- 
day evenings. 


> V. * V..11 II .'5* 

The proprietor of the husincss is Kao .Saltih 
G. V. Varadarajuloo Chetty, who estahlished it 
about a quarter of a century ago. He is a highly 
esteemed philanthropist, acts as trustee for :i 
number of charities, and maintains choultrieN at 
Conjeevaram, Sri Penimbudur, and Aiyanavar.niu- 
He is also the owner of the Hotel f’lareire 
de.scribcd on page 314. 


SMITH and SON, Tailors and Outfitters, Manufacturers of Boots, Shoes, and Leather (inods: 
Chemists and Druggists, Furniture Dealers and Manufacturers, Dry Cleaners, etc., 163, Aloiint Rnail. 


The business carried on under the name of Smith 
and Son is an extraordinary combination of many 
activities, and has no duplicate in Madras, for 
the. uncommon individuality of its proprietor, 
Mr. E. D. Smith, permeates all its ramifications, 
and gives it a very unique and interesting cliarac- 
ter. The premises in which the business is 
conducted give from the outside no idea at all of 
their many departments of service and supply. 
The front portion is devoted chiefly to gentlemen’s 
tailoring and outfitting, and in that section may 
be found the latest fashions and novelties in 
everything pertaining to a gentleman’s wardrobe, 
including many specialities for tropical wear. If 
there is anything of which Mr. Smith, who 
founded the business in 1897, is particularly proud, 
it is' his sartorial knowledge and ability, which 
he has been exercising for upwards of fifty years. 
He attends personally to all the cutting, and 
emplovs a staff of highly skilled tailors for the 
completion of the orders, which embrace suits and 
crarments for all occasions. 


Other departments of Mr. .Smith’s hiixiriesi -if' 
devoted to the manufacture of hoots .nml .shot-'', 
bags, trunks, saddles, harness, and leather goi>u . 
of every description. , 

In 1920 he took over the bn.dness of ( ollun;- 
w’ood and Co., chemists and druggists, who h.e' 
been established for seventy years, and nov. n. 
that concern as one of his departments, 
important work of making up doetor.s 
tions and general dispensing i.s attended K- y. ' 
qualified man of thirty years' experieiv.i . 

Mr. Smith is also a dealer in and rnauula' 
of furniture, is always on the lookout Ion 
of all kinds, is a vendor of antirpies. niriy* 
drv embracing dry cleaning, supp!"-;' 
faricy-dres.s costumes, does also 
and many other things. Indeed, < • • ‘ • 

no limit to his enterprising arfivities.^ ^ ' • 
employment to about forty pi-rsoiv,, , 
graphic address is “ Collingwoo* , 





Approac h by Raihvaj'. 

[HE traveller to Karachi by 
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way system finds the 
journey from Lahore, Suk- 
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unsatisfying so far as 
scenery is concerned. The 
train usually travels at top 
speed along a track which 
IS geographically the limits 
of the Indus Delta, and on 
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rocky in places, but always 
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Approach by Sea. 
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school library, tennis courts, etc. The tomb of 
a wonder-working Pir, who was buried in Jvlanora, 
attracts crowds to an annual fair, and Hinduism 
IS also represented b}' a conspicuous but not 
ancient temple. 

Entering the harbour a fine panorama of 
Karachi City and suburbs greets the eye. On the 
east is the health resort of Clifton, referred to later. 
The shipping wharves can also be seen, as well 
as a faint glimpse of the business quarter of 
Karachi in the distance. Near the mainland Baba 
and Bhit Islands are visible, and just outside the 
harbour the Oyster Rocks (famous for picnics and 
fishing) relieve the bareness of the sea in that 
direction. An excellent view is also obtainable 
of the Karachi Harbour Extension works, known 
as the West Wharf Scheme, where a series of new 
and up-to-date shipping wharves are under con- 
struction. Stretching away in the distance is 
Shark Island, Sandspit and Maurypur Salt Works. 


History. 

In order to appreciate the importance and nn. 
fo-date character of the City and Port of Karaeiii 
It is necessary to know, brieflv, what little histo'v 
there is concerning its gencs'is, altliou-xh striJtfv 
speaking Karachi has no history at all — in tlu- 
same sense that Calcutta, Bombay and other se.!- 
ports in India have. The British occupation of 
Karachi was the result of military operations in 
the Afghan War of 1S38. At tliat time Sind, the 
great hinterland of Karachi, of approximatelv tie- 
same area as England and Wales, was suhordin.nit- 
to Kabul, to which kingdom it had been presented 
in 175^ ^ 3 ' Moghul Court. Tlic Talpiir rii!cr‘; 
were then in power, but were so incompetent of 
maintaining peace and order that Sir Jolm (after- 
wards Lord) Keane, the Commander-in-Chief (d 
the Bombay Presidency, was ordered hy Lord 
Auckland, the then Viceroy, to send an nrined 
force into Sind. An expedition was acccirdinitly 


( 
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That almost completes the picture of Karachi 
which will greet the visitor by sea, whether from 
Bombay or the Persian Gulf. 

Approach by Air, 

What does Karachi look like from the air? On 
a clear day the approach to Karachi by aeroplane 
reveals a wonderful panorama. The cantonment 
and citv appear to have been regularly and neatly 
laid out, while the harbour and shipping wharces 
look like a tiny model. At cloud level no sign of 
human life is visible, and so the visitor to Karachi 
bv air might w'ell be gazing upon a model of the 
city and port in an engineer’s workshop. AVhat is 
ver^* noticeable from the air, however, is the many 
miles of water frontage and open spaces that could 
be utilised for development and expansion if and 
when the demand enforces it. _ Nature has been 
extremely generous to Karachi in many ways, not 
the least’ in her remarkable geographical position 
at the mouth of the Persian Gulf. The aerial 
traveller will pass over Karachi City and Canton- 
ment to the Air Port at DHgh Road, and even- 
tuallv alight close to the Airship Shed and mooring 
mast amidst surroundings already referred vO. 


formed consisting of H.M.S. WrUesleij, the 
of Rear Admiral Sir Frederick Mnitlnnd, t!i<’ tr;iii'- 
port Hannah, and one of the Fast India t .nmp'n!; 
steamers, together with a nuniher of country 
H.M.S. Ah/frine and Con^lain'f lie- rsp' '• / 

tion at Hujamro, fifty-one miles (■a‘;t of ' 

at one of the several moutiis of tlie River h- 
'I'he expedition anchored off Manora, tii' ■ ' 
rocky island at the entrance to Karachi ( 

on February ist, 1S39, and two day-- 
fortress on the island surrendered v-itjiout " * r-- ■ 
as a shot being- fired. The treaty with ti’’ , 
of Hyderabad, then the capital of .Sino, \ a < ^ 
February 5th. 1839, although it wa-, riot ;•■ • • • 
signed until some months later. . _ , 

Early in iSqz Sir Charles Naph-r e.a* "■ 
to command the territories fjord-neg 
Indus. .At that time Sind was an 
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conflict with his brother, the Amir Rustam, for 
the conquest of Upper Sind, with the result that 
the latter, finding himself overpowered, fled for 
protection to a fortress in the heart of the Thar 
Desert. Sir Charles Napier followed him with a 
division consisting of 50 cavahy, 350 mounted 
European troops on camels, and two 24-pounder 
howitzer guns. Within twenty-four hours the 
fortress was a mass of ruins, and Sir Charles 
Napier’s troops returned to headquarters in 
triumph without sustaining the loss of a single 
man. On February 1st, 1843, the Residency at 
Hyderabad (Sind) was stormed b}' 8, 000 of the 
Amir’s troops, a force that proved too powerful 
for Major Outram and his escort, who were driven 
out after a few hours’ hard fighting. On Major 
Outram’s return to headquarters (at Hala) Sir 


increased new markets and new industries were 
established. 

Sir William Napier in his Life of Charles James 
Na2ner says of his famous brother that “ he re- 
organised and conducted the whole civil, political, 
and social affairs of the conquered people as well 
as the military government of his army, his sub- 
ordinates being young officers selected by himself. 
He abolished slavery, upholding the equality of 
all men before the law. He put an entire stop 
to suttees, and vigorously suppressed the general 
practices of infanticide and the murder of women. 
He changed the military tenures of the great 
sirdars, turned their vassals into tenantr}^ and 
exchanged their quotas of warriors with sword and 
shield, due to the sovereign power for war, into 
quotas of labourers with mattock and spade for 



Charles Napier collected a force of 2,800 men with 
artillerj" and marched on to Meanee, where the 
army of the Amirs awaited him with 22,000 fight- 
ing men. The historic battle of Meanee was 
fought on February 17th, 1S43, in the course of 
which the Amir lost 5,000 men and the British 
about 250. On February 24th there was another 
battle at Nareja, in the district of Dabo, from 
which Sir Charles Napier’s forces again emereed 
victorious. By the two battles mentioned Sind 
was^ conquered by the British. 

Sir Charles Napier was the first British Governor 
of Sind, and the province was divided into districts. 
Sir Charles reorganised the revenue and other 
departments, and inaugurated many schemes of 
reform and progress, among the latter being the 
development of harbour works at Karachi. 

Tlie construction of the North Western Railway 
baked the rich wheat-fields of the Punjab witii 
Karachi, the port of export, and as cultivation 


public works ; he abolished corvees, caused 
labourers to be justly paid, and effected all those 
great social changes without causing discontent. 
. . . He formed a body of police on an admirable 
system. ... He constructed public works of 
gigantic size and utility with a marvellous 
econom}-. He opened hundreds of miles of canals, 
and projected greater works and greater extent 
of irrigation, but w;as stopped by the supreme 
Government. He raised Kurrachee from a village 
to a great city.” 

Napier’s military and political achievements 
were important and far-reaching. .Arnold Wright 
in hjs history of Sind says that he was the ffrst 

to institute a ^ force mounted on camels a 

" camelry,” which immediately justified itself bv 
the brilliant results it achieved. On the politica'l 
side the intimate relations he established v.-ith the 
Beluclii tribes laid the foundation of British 
supremacy on the North-Western frontier. Wiicn 
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Aaper returned to England in the latter part of 
1847 he had to his record one of the most success- 
iul examples of empire-building which up to that 
time had been provided. Yet he was the victim 
ot extraordinary vilification at the hands of a 
jealous faction in India and an important but ill- 
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BOULTON MARKET, KARACHI. 

informed section of the public at home. That he 
was always discreet or wise in his actions his 
best friends will not claim. But that he was one of 
the greatest soldiers and administrators British 
India has produced, and that his conquest of Sind 
was an extraordinary example of that combination 
of military and civil genius which is so rarely 
seen, is to-day beyond cavil. 

Sind was happy in finding, as Sir Charles 
Napier’s successor, the brilliant Bartle Frerc, 
whose governorship of Bombay was so memor- 
able, and whose later connection with South 
Africa produced such striking results in the sphere 
of British politics. Frerc laboured unwcariedly, 
says Arnold Wright, to complete the adminis- 
trative edifice which Napier had so well begun. 
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His proceedings were sometimes challenged In* 
hi"-her authority, but he wa.s able ns a rule to 
vindicate his measures in the light of the peculiar 
needs of the province. Sir \Vm. Mereu^ther, 
another able ofiicial. followed Sir Bartle Frerc. 
and under his guidance and that of sucressor.s 
trained in the same good scriool of Bomo.aj 
ofilcialdom. Sind became one of the most peaceful, 
prosperous, and contented parts of India. Its 


future bids fair to be even more brilliantlv sue- 
cessful than Napier conceived in his wiliest 
imaginings. Karachi, marked out by Nature to 
be the great port for Northern India, is rapidiv 
developing. The Great War has enormnuslv 
facilitated its progress. The opening up of .Mesn’. 
potamia and the convention with Persia arc giviav 
enormous fillips to its expansion hv their 
influences. Lastly, there is the factor of nc.'-i.tl 
navigation. In the near future, when aerial rnuteN 
have been opened up tiiroughout the world, 
Karachi will be one of the key positions, and tlie 
whole of Sind will share in the advantages wliteh 
it will possess as the nearest Indian aerial st.ation 
to Europe. 


Karachi Air Port. 

In 1924, when the British Government decided 
to proceed with the construction of two large 
airships, each of 5,000,000 cubic feet cap.arity, 
the necessity arose for the provision of siiiiahii' 
ground works to render the operations of the 
airships possible. 'I'he places chosen for that 



KARACHI AIRSHIP SHED, 
(Reproduced by permission of the Air Ministry and 
showing the great building nearing conipleiinna 


purpose were Cordington, near Bradford, 
at the Red Sea end of the Suez Can.'d, and Kar.i 
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fore, to learn that Imperial Airways are within 
measurable distance of becoming entirely self- 
supporting. The opening of the regular air route 
to India is not only the realisation of a dream 
that twenty years ago would have seemed every 
wliit as fantastic as any tale of magic carpet or 
invention of Jules \'erne ; it is the first-fruits of 
a far-reaching policy which aims at securing 
physical unity between all parts of the British 
Empire. The advantages of being in close, con- 
tinuous, and immediate touch, particularly with 
India, are of overwhelming importance. The 
motor, the railwa)', and the steamship have made 
all Europe easily accessible, but it has been left 
for the aeroplane to establish that contact with 
the East which, it is earnest!}' to be hoped, will 
speedily result in a better understanding between 
East and West. 

The Karachi airship shed is the largest structure 
of its kind in the British Empire, and one of the 
largest single buildings in the world. It is 
850 feet long, has a clear width inside of about 
200 feet (iSo feet at the doors) , and a clear height 
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at the centre of 170 feet. There are sliding doors 
at the east end and a blank wall at the west end. 
The shed is capable of being taken down, if neces- 
sary, and erected elsewhere, through the restric- 
tion of the pieces to be assembled to a maximum 
weight of 12 tons and the employment of turned 
bolts for uniting them. Numerous gangways, 
runways, access staircases, etc., are provided, 
and workshops are arranged along one side. The 
shed was built by the Armstrong Construction 
Co., Ltd., a subsidiary of Sir AV. G. Armstrong, 
Whitworth and Co., Ltd., London, etc. 

In the 1927-2S edition of that excellent publica- 
tion, The Karachi Haudhooh and Directory, one 
of the best of its kind in the Orient, Karachi as an 
port is admirably dealt with, and from it the 
following information in that connection has been 
taken. 

The selection of Karachi by Government as the 
Aircraft Depot of the Royal .Air force of India, 
the .yirship Base for the coming Imperial .Airship 
t:>ervicc from England, and the chief aerodrome 
and air port of Western India, was based on con- 
siderations of both climate and geography, 
xarachi’s position on the sca-board, nearer to the 
Wadquarters of the Britisli Navv than anv other 


Indian port, its easy accessibility by air without 
the necessity of crossing high mountain ranges, 
its location roughly half way between England and 
Australia by the shortest route, and its propin- 
quity to the summer and winter capitals of India 
on the one hand, and to London and the chief 
capitals of Europe on the other, give it advantages 
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that, from an air point of view, are unapproached 
by any other port in India. When, in addition, 
both harbour and climate offer every attraction 
that seaplane, aeroplane, and airship could 
possibly require, then the selection of Karachi as 
India’s chief air port became inevitable. Not only 
is Karachi free from those violent storms and 
torrential deluges that ordinarily accompany the 
south-west monsoon on its arrival at the western 
coast of India in lower latitudes, but atmospheric 
conditions generally at Karachi are comparatively 
calm, clear and equable for most of the year. An 
occasional dust storm at the change of the seasons 
in October, and with the arrival of the cold- 
weather rains from Persia and the Caucasus in 
January or February, is the worst that is ordi- 
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nariK likeK to occur j whilst the temperature 

varying from about 60 degrees Falirenheit in 
January to S6 to SS in the middle of the liot weather 
— is such that any European can enjov and work 
in energetically all the vear round. AA^iat more 
could any air port possibly oficr to the coming 
India, the Empire, and the world ' 
The first aeroplane ever .ceen at Karachi was a 
Handley.Page bi-plane (said to be the verv 
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machine that had been designed for bombing Ber- 
lin), that afterwards flew from England to Eg)'pt 
and took part in the victorious operations in 
Palestine. This aeroplane arrived at Karachi on 
the afternoon of December lo, igi8, and landed, 
to the amazement of the population of Karachi, 
most of whom trooped to the spot, on the flat 
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, KARACHI. 
The first Protestant Church built in Sind; 
it was consecrated in 1855, and stands in a 
compound of fifteen acres. 


ground on the west of the Mugger Pir Road, 
between the Municipal Sewage Farm and the 
nearest spur of the Mugger Pir Hills. The 
machine was piloted by Captain Ross Smith (after- 
wards Sir Ross Smith, K.B.E., the hero of the 
first flight to Australia), and it carried also Major 
General (now Air Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey) 
Salmond, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O.,^ Brigadier 
General Borton, and two air mechanics. 

Since that memorable occasion, aeroplanes 
from West and East from the chief nations of the 
world have passed through India and landed at 
Karachi air port. Several celebrated airmen from 
England, including Air Vice-Marshal Sir Sefton 
Brancker, Air Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey Sal- 
mond, Sir Alan Cobham, have come and gone. 
So also the French “ ace ” Captain Pelletier 
D’Oisy ; the Dutchman, Van der Hoop ; the Portu- 
guese, Major Brito-Pais, Major Samento Beir, and 
Lieut.’Manuel Gouveia ; the Argentine pilot, Major 
Zanni ; the Italian airman, Marchesa de Pinedo (in 
his Savoia seaplane) ; the U.S.A. AirForce Leaders 
First Lieutenants Lowell H. Smith, L. Arnold, L. 
Wade H. Ogden, E. Nelson, and Second Lieut. 
Harding ; also the Secretary of State for Air, Sir 
Samuel Hoare, Lady Hoare and party and ^Messrs. 
T. Neville Stack and B. S. Leete m their Moth 

At 'thr Aircraft Depot of India, located close 
lo Drigh Road railway station, technical stores 
from the United Kingdom and elsewhere are 
received and stored, aeroplanes are manufactured, 
rmd repairs of all kinds and anv mapitude are 
carried out in the course of everv dp s vork. A 
]ar<re technical establishment, including highh 


skilip engineers and artificers, is kept constantlv 
employed. All the necessary workshops, store.s 
and quarters for staff of all ranks have been con- 
pructed. The Aircraft Depot is linked to Karachi 
by road {vm the New Jail, or the Sudder Bazaar, 
or Napier Lines) and to the main line of the North 
Western State Railway at Drigh Road. 

Until the beginning of 1927 the Royal Air Force 
suburb at Drigh Road, together with the Civil 
Aerodrome and Airship shed now. being completed 
on the north side of the railway some three- 
quarters of a mile beyond Drigh Road Station, 
were generally both referred to as “ Drigh Road.” 
But this nomenclature being obviously inadequate 
to the great developments now in progress, the 
Daihj Gazette suggested successfully that the wliole 
localit)- should thenceforth be known as “Kar.iciii 
Am Port.” 

The original strength of the Aircraft Depot on 
its inception at Karachi in 1921 was 250. The 
number has now risen to approximately 800 officers 
and men — Europeans. There are in addition at 
Drigh Road some 142 Indians engaged in the 
mechanical section of the aircraft workshops. 
The Depot is supplied with drinking water by a 
special main taking off from the Malir-Karaclii 
Municipal Conduit east of the Drigh Road Hills, 
and delivering into the R.A.F. reservoir. The 
Depot uses its own electric current from its own 
power house. Several exclusive playdng and sports 
grounds have been provided for the recreation of 
the R.A.F. establishment at Drigh Road. 

In addition lo the Aircraft Depot, the Govern- 
ment of India have under preparation an aero- 
plane and airship base about a mile fartlier on, 
and on the north side of the Karachi, Drigh-Maiir 
main road. 
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Some little distance to the north of 
d of .he airship shed | • e of .he 
ooring tower. The Britisli_ / _ 
iginal plans comprised four ‘T''s 1''P 
is improbable that more tlmn one v ' . 

-ucted at first. The tower is o^taffo-ial tr' 
d about 202 feet m height. - ‘ 

■o platforms around the lower 
r general look-out purposes, and 
r those concerned with the pnssen- 

ictric beam. There are central lifts for p 
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gers and others who will enter the airship (which 
will ordinaril}- be moored to the tower, just as 
a steamer is moored to a buoy in the harbour, 
swinging according to the direction of the wind, 
and tide), from a compartment above the 
passenger platform and by way of the nose of the 
airship. Passengers and luggage will be dis- 
embarked in the same way. 

Ordinarily, an airship when in air port, will 
always float at her mooring tower, and will never 
be brought into the airshed (just as a steamer is 
never brought into dry dock) except for repairs or 
alterations that cannot be carried out at the 
mooring tower. 

The two huge airships that are now being built 
to the order of the British Government will, it is 
believed, be able to cross the border line between 
running at a loss and running at a profit, with 
a comfortable margin to spare. These vessels 
will in truth be liners of the air. Each vessel is 
the size of the Maxiretnn'ia and will have accom- 
modation for iQO passengers. Every comfort to 
which the modern world is accustomed will be pro- 
vided. Passengers will have large and comfortable 
cabins, restaurants to seat fifty people at a time 
will be provided, in addition to smoking lounges 
and decks specially strengthened to allow dancing. 

As soon as these vessels have been tested the 
Government contemplate the subsequent com- 
mercial development taking place under the direc- 
tion of commercial companies. It may be that, 
in order to obtain a speedy start and to secure for 
the British Empire that same ascendency in air 
transport as it is at present enjoyed in sea trans- 
port, the commercial pioneers will be encouraged 
and assisted by Government subsidies for the first 
few years. In so doing the British Government 
will only be following a precedent established many 
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hundreds of years ago when the Mercantile Marine 
was in its early stages of development. 

The contemplated times of transport to the dis- 
^nt countries arcfcvtruly revolutionary. From 
England to Canada will be days ; to India 4 
Y'^ys ; to South .Africa 4A days ; to .Australia 7 
uays ; and to other places upon a comparative and 
equivalent basis. 

The immediate development that will necessarily 
ollow the establishment of these great trunk lines 
} airship, will he numerous short distance or 


feeder aeroplane routes, linking up every town and 
province to these main transport arteries. The 
world will shrink in size as compared to a hundred 
years ago, to the equivalent of a globe of which 
the diameter is equal to the distance between Lon- 
don and Aberdeen. In the days of our grand- 
fathers it took one week to go from London to 
Aberdeen, but our generation will go from London 
to Melbourne in the same time! ” 





KARACHI PORT TRUST OFFICES. 
Completed in 1915 at a total cost of Rs.9,74 990. 


Seaport of Karachi. 

Since Government has recognised the unique 
geographical position of Karachi as an outlet for 
the whole of the surplus produce of the Punjab 
and the adjacent territories, as a gateway to the 
frontiers of India and Afghanistan, as the nearest 
Indian port to Europe, and as an important base 
for trade and defence in the Persian Gulf, the 
capital expenditure upon the development of 
Karachi Harbour and the provision of great irriga- 
tion schemes in the hinterland has been readily 
forthcoming. Karachi is less expensive as regards 
port dues for ships, loading and unloading charges, 
conveyances, and food, than most other ports ; 
whilst its trade statistics for the last ten years have 
earned for it the declaration from the Government 
of India that it is now third in importance amongst 
the seaports of the country, following Calcutta and 
Bombay and eclipsing Madras and Rangoon. Its 
admirable position will be greatly enhanced wdien 
the direct railway line to Delhi, the capital of India, 
is completed and direct air and steamer mail ser- 
vices connect Karachi with England. 

.At no port in India has there been a greater 
transformation during recent years than at 
Karachi, which was quite an unimportant town of 
about 10,000 inhabitants when the fort at Manora, 
the headland on the western side of the entrance 
to the harbour, surrendered in 1839 to a British 
squadron commanded by Sir Frederick Alaitland. 
When Sir Charles Xapier, conqueror of Sind, was 
leaving the province in 1S47, after having governed 
it for four years, he is reported to have said : 
“ A'ou will be the glory of the East; would that I 
could come again to see you, Karachi, in vour 
grandeur.” The place wa's then a shallow 'and 
more or less landlocked lagoon, inaccessible to 
any but small craft owing to the existence of a 
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bar at the entrance, although there was fairly deep 
water inside. The vessels of the ancient mariners 
could not, therefore, have been very large for it 
IS on record that the fleet of Alexander the Great 
took shelter in Karachi harbour in theyear B.C. -326 
during the south-west monsoon. 

The first British ship to make the voyage from 
England to Karachi was the Bulce of Argyll of 
800 tons burden, which passed safely over ’the 
bar into the harbour in 1853, when there was a 
depth of only 21 feet of water at high tide. 

Karachi is 5,918 nautical miles distant from 
Southampton, and has the advantage of being 
201 miles nearer Great Britain than Bombay. It 
is, as already indicated, the natural outlet for the 
produce of Sind, Baluchistan, the Phulkian, and 
other States, and of the vast wheat-growing areas 
of the Punjab and the United Provinces of Agra 
and Oudh. Its modern development as a port was 


1886, which was amended in 
quent occasions. 


1902 and on subse- 




r ..*1^ 4ui,anuii or nroviclino- 

safe anchorage received the most carUul coiu 
sideration of engineers and others, among whom 
Mr. James Walker, C.E., stands out prominently 
tor the expert assistance rendered by him. This 
gentleman designed the breakwater which forms 
a continuation, seaward, of Manora headland and 
protects the harbour entrance from the fury o’f the 
south-west monsoon, and the work was admirably 

^8;o- 3 by Mr. ^V. H. Price, 
M.I.C.E., the port engineer. 


The foundation stone of the '* Merewether” ship 
pier (the first pier to be erected) was laid by His 
Excellency the Marquis of Ripon, then Viceroy 
of India, in the year 18S0, and this structure seryeci 
a useful purpose until igo8, when the scheme of 
general improvements necessitated its remoyal. 





KARACHI PORT TRUST, CONSTRUCTION OF NEW WEST WHARF. 
Berth No, i, ol twelve new berths, completed with five 2-ton Electric Cranes. 
Depth alongside the Quay is 34 feet at low water. 


commenced under the regime of Sir Charles Napier 
with the construction of a mole, one and a quarter 
miles in length, across the tidal marshes, and the 
Chinna Creek, which lay^ between Karachi and 
Keamari, now a township near the main entrance 
to the port. Keamari was then a small fishing- 
village with a population of a few hundred inhabi- 
tants, and is now estimated to contain about 
10,000. The causeivay over the Chinna Creek has, 
however, since been removed, and the waterway 
was in 1864 spanned by a fine bridge 1,200 feet in 
length and 40 feet in width, the latter being 
increased by the Port Trust to 70 feet in 1914. 

From the time of the British occupation to the 
formation of a harbour board in 1880, the port was 
managed by a master attendant and other officials 
who acted under the orders of the Commissioner 
in Sind, but the necessity for the formation of a 
Port Trust, which had continually been pressed 
upon the attention of Government, was met by the 
passing of the Karachi Port Trust Act No. VI of 


Two 3'ears previously' IT.M.S. Jlcnown lay at tins 
pier, and on March 19, 1906, received on boan 
the Prince and Princess of Wales (now_ I lien' 
Majesties the King and Queen) at the termination 
of their first Indian tour. . 

The Port Trust held its first meeting on April 4. 
1887, and consisted of four members nominated 
by' Government and four by the Chamber of om 
merce and the Municipality, presided oyer )> 
Collector of Karachi. The number of trustees v* 
increased to ii in 1902 and 14 in 

Since the formation of the Board nf Ir- . 
in 1887 the Port of Karachi has 
directions, and in 1917 it was officially re, ^ _ 
bv the Government as a First-Class Port, 
facilities for shipping at the present 
of accommodation available lor any jess 
can pass through the Suez |,Tr at 

the lowest state of the tid . follov.-ing 

over 30 feet at the highest .state. 1 he foil 
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works exist on tlie eastern side of the Ship 
Channel, where the Eastern Groyne, built about 
1865, juts out from the mainland : 

Bulk-Oil Pier, built in 1909, where liquid fuel, 
oil and petroleum are discharged by pipes direct 
into the installations of several oil companies 
with spacious depots at Keamari. 

The Boat Basin, covering ii acres in area, for 
landing and embarking passengers and goods on 
and from vessels in the stream, built in 1911. 

Line of wharfage, 8,600 feet in length, com- 
pletely served b}' railway with Sy hydraulic cranes 
of 35 cwts., one of 30 tons, one of 14 tons. This 
wharfage includes : 

(a) “ Merewether Wharf,” 4 ship berths, 
built in 1909. 


(b) ” Erskine Wharf,” 3 ship berths, built 
in 190S. 

(c) ** James Wharf,” 3 ship berths, built in 
1S95. 

(d) ” Vounghusband Wharf,” 4 ship berths, 
built in 1910. 

(e) ” Giles Wharf,” 3 ship berths, built in 
igoy. 

The names of each wharf are after former Com- 
missioners in Sind. 

Return Wharf, 325 feet long, for coasting 
steamers served bv railway and hvdraulic cranes, 
built in igi2. 

Heavy Lift Pier, one 14-ton crane, built in 1914. 

Mapicr Mole Wharf, 1.S24 feet long, for country 
craft trade. 

In 1909 Manora Lighthouse was installed with 


a new flashlight which is alight every night giving 
an intermittent circular flash. 

The Native Jetty stands at the north end of the 
Ship Channel with warehouses used by vessels 
discharging and loading in the stream. The jetty 
existed long before the Port Trust was thought of, 
but within recent years it has been improved and 
enlarged considerably. The ship berths are 
reached by an entrance channel dredged to 29 feet 
below low water level, which allows for vessels 
drawing 31 to 32 feet entering or leaving at 8 feet 
of tide. The steamer berths accommodate ten 
vessels of 550 feet ; two of 500 feet ; three of 
450 feet ; one of 400 feet, with 26 to 29 feet draft, 
and one of 325 feet, with 16 feet draft. The oil 
pier accommodates vessels up to 550 feet drawing 


29 feet of water. Accommodation is provided for 
country craft by the Native Jetty ( i ,235 feet long) , 
Napier Mole Boat Wharf (1,824 feet long) and the 
Boat Basin Railway Wharf (80 feet long). The 
steamer berths are each provided with five"35-cwts. 
hydraulic cranes ; and there are one 30-ton and two 
14-ton cranes fixed at suitable places. A 30-ton 
floating crane is also provided. There are in 
addition to the above, ten fixed moorings ’for 
vessels with draughts of 26 to 32 feet and three 
with draughts of jy to 23 feet suitable for vessels 
500 to 600 feet long, also five swinging moorings 
^vlth a draught of 21 to 24 feet. The accommoda- 
tion of the oil pier has also been supplemented, 
i-iquid fuel pipes and connections are available 
on Berths Nos. 2 to 6, and are connected to iIk* 
oil installations and alloy.- for two vessels being 



KARACHI PORT TRUST. EAST WHARVES AT KEAMARI. 
View northwards from the south Overbridge. 

The new West Wharf under construction can be seen in the background. 




OEAPORT5 OF INDIA AND CEYLON. 


bunkered with oil fuel simultaneously or one ship 
being" bunkered and one tanker discharged simul- 
taneously. 

All imports are accommodated in the Mansfield 
Import Yard, where they are stacked in sheds 
sorted, and handed over to consignees for local* 
conv0y3.nc6 or put into WHg'ons for up-country 
destinations. The accommodation of the )'ard con- 
sists of eleven single-storey sheds of 45,333 square 
yards in area, served by rail on one side and road 
on the other. There is a large area reserved for 
bonded goods. 

The exports are handled from open and covered 
plinths at Keamari and the Ihole Produce Yards 
with a total area of 632,000 square yards of plinth. 
Both yards are fed by roads between the plinths 
where up-country produce is sorted and stacked to 


, the necessity arises. Three berths of 550 feet each 
have been completed, and a fourth will shortly be 
ready for use The main ship channel is beiiw 
dredged to a depth of 28 feet, and the materials 
obtained are deposited in shallow water to form 
an area on which the concrete monoliths are sunk. 
T le material in front of the monoliths will then 
be dredged to a depth of 34 feet to accommodate 
even the largest liners. Tlie monoliths consist of 
concrete blocks built up to form units of 30 square 
feet with four 10 feet by 10 feet wells, the whole 
resting on a steel curb with cutting edges. Large 
5-ton cranes working on 75-feet span Goliaths 
remove the material by means of grabs from the 
four wells. ^ The monoliths sink easily by means 
of the cutting edge to 50 feet below low water 
level. The first six berths are of the following 
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await shipment as required. The existing wharf- 
ing and loading arrangements have been found 
ample to deal with an export capacity of 19,500 
tons per day, but steps are being taken to increase 
it in order to deal with Karachi’s greatly increased 
trade. 

Extensions to Karachi Harbour. 

What is known as the West Wharfage Scheme 
is now well on its way to completion. The scheme 
is desio-ned to provide additional accommodation 
for shipping by means of constructing a line_ of 
berths 7,300 feet long parallel to the existing 
steamer berths at a distance of 1,400 feet and 
suitable for deep-draught steamers. Six of these 
berths are now being constructed, and the plan 
enables the construction of additional wdienever 


SHOWING WHEAT AWAITING SHIPMENT. 

dimensions: Berths Nos. i, 2 and 3 » 
each ; Berths Nos. 4, 5 and 6, 600 feet cac b 
with 34 feet of water alongside at low 
The new wharves have been fitted with five 2- 
electrically-driven portal cranes with a rac nis 

Another scheme in hand is the 
of the East Wharf, which is of pde ro ; 
struction. A new wall of f-n; 

placed about 50 feet in advance of t le p 
wharf will be built, and the space behind fdl 
with dredgings. A dry dock 630 J^rmiarios 
is also shortly to be constructed. -,]! 1 Pint- 
work is being continuously carried on witli ■ ^ 

ing suction dredger capable of a;.. 

full of silt received from bucket dredger. - 
charging at a distance of 6,000 feet. 
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Trade of Karachi. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

CO 

CO 

1 

CO 

CO 

. 6,18,61,331 . 

. 4,08,16,877 

IS92-93 . 


• 5,56,48,339 

1897-98 . 

8,71,07,380 . 

7,27,20,313 

1902-03 . 

• ”,59.81,484 • 

• 10,42,05,235 

1907-08 . 

. 21,66,01,881 

• ”,14,26,339 

1912-13 . 

. 24,90,48,379 . 

• 37,02,12,715 

1916-17 . 

• 20,85,97,022 . 

. 28,70,92,354 

1921-22 . 

• 43,72,59,242 • 

• 21,89,84,095 

1922-23 . 

. 20,94,68,883 . 

. 46^06,25,461 

1923-24 . 

• 22,30,90,562 . 

. 62,26,63,429 

192^-25 . 

• 30,93,48,932 ■ 

■ 85,79,25,124 

1925-26 . 

■ 25,96,55,822 . 

• 62,91,72,079 

1926-27 . 

. 28,22,97,288 

• 54,77,13,949 


Inhabitants and Institutions. 

A few decades ago Sind was the most back- 
ward division of the Bombay Presidency as regards 
the literarj' attainments of the people. There were 
then very few schools supported by Government 
lands, but in recent years the people of the pro- 
\ince have manifested a desire for educational 
acilities. Nevertheless, both Hindu and Mohame- 
a<in parents are disinclined to give their daughters 
a liberal course of study. There are now an Arts 
kollcge at Karachi, several training colleges, 
nicdical classes, and a large number of primary 
and secondary schools in various parts of the 
province. 

Some idea of the general character of the people 
° Sind in 1S36, shortly before the British con- 
^an be gathered from the records of the 
a e Assistant-Surgeon J. F. Heddle, of the Bom- 


bay Medical Establishment, who wrote: “ The 
large masses of the indigenous population are 
particularl}^ industrious, whether in the occupation 
of agriculture or the manufactures. The mer- 
chants of Sind are active and intelligent, well pro- 
tected, though heavily taxed by the Government, 
but not so much as to prevent foreign traders to 
leave their native country and reside under the 
rule of the Amirs of Sind. Compared to a State 
between the Indus and Euphrates, Sind may be 
pronounced a country considerably advanced in 
civilisation. The Government, though severe, is 
vigilant and well ordered, too sensible of its own 
interests to ruin either the commerce or agricul- 
ture of the country. The people are orderly and 
obedient, and the laws are respected.” 


The dialect spoken in Sind is remarkable in that 
it is a language perfectly distinct from any other 
spoken in the whole of India. A famous Oriental 
scholar has defined its grammatical structure as 
heterogeneous, the noun and its branches belong- 
ing to the Sanscrit, whereas the verb and adverb 
are formed, apparently, upon the Persian model. 
The existing literature of Sind may be described 
as religious and poetical, the former being trans- 
lations of Arabic works in divinity, moral tales, 
etc., the latter being the popular traditions of the 
country cast into rude and unartificial verse. 
Sind’s greatest poet was Shah Abdul Latif, born iii 
1690 and died in 1751. He was buried in a beauti- 
ful tomb at Bhitshal, and a festival is held in his 
memory every year in the month of Mav. Another 
great saint of Sind was Udero-Lnl,' in whose 
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View from the south Overbridge showing five of the seventeen berths, looking south over portion of the 

Keamari Export Yard (Bags of wheat awaiting export). 
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^own of 

tiiat name in the Hala district. 

The enormous rate at which Karachi’s popula- 
tion IS increasing is shown by the fact that for 
every ten deaths there are twenty-seven births, and 
this increase has been steadily maintained for the 
past five years. The growth of the Port of Karachi 
and the inauguration of the Lioyd Barrage project 
at Sukker (300 miles from Karachi) has llso 
attracted large numbers of artisans and labourers 
to the city, so that its population to-day is easilv 
seventy per cent, higher than that registered at 
the last census, 216,883 souls. KarachVs popula- 
tion has doubled within the last twenty years and 
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and to-day are mostly engaged in trade in cotton 
nd piece-goods. They live principally in the Old 
Town Quarter of Karachi and are a wealth 
prosperous and contented people, enterprisiiw and 
vigorous m all that they undertake. Thev possess 
two temples-the Mohan Maharji Temple and the 
Shmalhji Temple— several clubs, night scliools, 
libraries and other institutions. 

The Cutchi Bhatias also settled in Karachi lon<r 
before the British occupation. They claim to he 
direct descendants of the divine Sri Krishna. In 
trade and commerce the Bhatia community are 
very enterprising, and they carry on a good deal 
of business with the Persian Gulf ports. East 
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almost quadrupled since 18^2 
official census figures : 

1872 
1881 
1891 
1901 
1911 
1921 


Here are the 

56,753 

73.560 
105,199 

1 16,663 

151,903 

216,883 

Hindus and Mussalmans number about 93 per cent, 
of the total population (the official figures are 
201,119). The remainder of the population are 
classified as 9,649 Christians and 2,702 Parsis. 
Karachi does not possess any staple industry 
employing a large number of hands. The port 
is the principal source of emplo3’ment, and there- 
fore labourers and workmen form the greatest 
percentage of workers. The city of Karachi is 
a commercial one rather than an' industrial one. 

Of the 111,683 Hindus in Karachi’s population 
according to the 1921 census the following are the 
more prominent groups : 

Sind Punjabis. This community number con- 
siderably over two thousand. They settled in 
Karachi long before the British occupation of Sind, 


Africa, Madagascar, Zanzibar, and some of llic 
remote parts of Asia. They are all citiier mer- 
chants, shopkeepers, brokers, or agents. 

Pushkharna Brahmins. There are two main 
divisions of Brahmins in India — the Dravkls and 
the Gours. The Pushkharna Brahmins belong to 
the former class. Thej' are numerically small in 
Karachi — about 200 families all told, and 
mostly in Old Town Quarter. Most of them 
the usual professions or occupations, and ic} 
support quite a number of temples. 

The Vanha Community is another small one 
numbering about 600 in Karachi, 
settled here more than a centurj’ ago. ^''‘^',^‘1 
tain two temples in the city — the 
the Sa Pursh Temple. The Giini {l-h^ 
of the community lives at Seliwan, in upper . 

The Sindhi Saraswat Brahmins were 
a Punjab race who settled in Sind about i 
of the British occupation as tiie rc.sult ol i . 
stant invasions and wars in the Punjab. 
found all over Sind, and each be in- 

known bv the name of the district 1 
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The Karachi Saraswats live mostly in Old Town, 
Market, and Napier Quarters. They perform a 
great many religious functions and do not allow 
anv marriage ties between the various sub- 
branches of their caste. About four temples are 
maintained by the community in Karachi, one for 
each of the main sub-divisions. 

The Satha Community have been in Sind since 
the days of the Amirs. There are now more than a 
hundred families of them living in Mithador and 
Kliaradar (Old Town Quarter of Karachi). They 
follow clerical occupations and engage in trade 
on a small scale. 


Mohamedans. There are about 100,000 
Mohamedans in Karachi residing mostly in the 
west of the Old Town Quarter and the Lyari River. 
The majority of the sea-fishing community and 
workers on boats and wharves are predominently 
Mohamedans. About forty years after the death 
of Mohamet, his followers made an attack on Sind 
by sea and land with the intention of establishing 
Islam in Northern India. These attacks were 
repulsed at first, but early in the eighth century 
a Mohamedan expedition, despatched by the 
Governor of Mesopotamia, conquered the whole 
country as far north as Multan. The Arab in- 
vaders settled down in Sind, married Indian wives 



[Photo : I. Sequeira. 

ELPHINSTONE STREET, KARACHI. 


The Nassurpuris number three hundred families 
in Karachi, and all mostly retail traders. They 
live principal!)' in Mithadar and Joria Bazzaar. 
A Panchayat Hall and Marriage Hall is maintained 
by them. 

The Brahma=Kshatry Community originally 
^me to Karachi from Tatta nearly a century ago. 
Phey are not very numerous, and are mostly 
artisans — ^builders, mistris, wood-workers, furni- 
ture-makers, silk merchants and small traders, 
^bout twenty-one per cent, being employed in 
Government offices. The community have a 
temple, a night school for boys, a library' and a 
reading room. A 

The Cutch Bunnias came to Karachi a centurv 
•*§■0 as traders, and now number about two thou- 
sand. They are very successful as retail traders, 
iind arc a fairly wealthv class of people. 

There are in Karachi various other small com- 
whose advent dates long before the 
witish occupation of Sind, such as the Chaproo 
anchvara communitv, the Kathiawad Brahmins, 
hair Bunds, Tattai Amils, Serais, etc. 


in many cases, and after being reinforced by large 
numbers of Mohamedans from Ghazni, pursuaded 
the people throughout the country in the area of 
the River Indus to accept Islam as their religion. 

The next great development so far as Karachi 
is concerned occurred through the influx of a large 
number of Mohamedan boaKowners and fishermen 
from the Persian Gulf and Africa. Mohamedan 
life to-day in Karachi is vigorous. The Sind 
Madressah is the largest Moslem educational insti- 
tution in the Bombay Presidency, upwards of 
twelve hundred boys receiving education there at 
present. Other institutions for the Mohamedan 
community include many sports clubs, gymkhanas, 
rnosques, etc._ Educationally the Moslems of 
Karachi and Sind are a backward communitv, so 
much so that the Bombay Government have 
recently adopted a pro-Mohamedan policv in order 
to lift the community from their present low status 
and give them an opportunilv of competing for the 
loaves and fishes of the public services on equal 
grounds with the Hindus. This has naturallv 
caused a good deal of resentment among the latter, 
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and in certain cases has- tended to accentuate the 
communal ill-feeling" which is~an under-current of 
life throughout the province,- ■ though fortunately 
much less so than in some of - the other parts of 
India. 
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Parsis. Of all the communities in Karachi the 
Parsis top the list for hard work, enterprise, 
wealth, and solid progress. They are a very 
public spirited and philanthropic people numbering 
about three thousand altogether. The Parsi 
settlers in India date from the eighth century when 
they fled from Persia to escape persecution at the 
hands of the Mohamedan conquerors. They first 
settled at the port of Sahjan, about sixty miles 
north of Bombay, where they commenced to trade 
with Bombay. After i66i, when the Island of 
Bomba)' was taken over from the Portuguese, the 
Parsis extended their trade in that part of India, 
and when the British settled in Sind they brought 
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PRIMITIVE IRRIGATION MACHINERY, 
SIND. 

numerous Parsis with them for -the purpose of 
maintaining supplies of provisions, etc. From 
that time onwards the Parsis of Karachi made a 
name for themselves as honest, hard-working and 
successful traders, and to-day that name still 
stands untarnished. There are many splendid 
reminders of the Parsi community’s beneficence 
in Karachi — the Lady Dufferin Hospital, the Edulji 


Dinshaw Charitable Dispensary, the Naciirsliaw 
Edulji Dinshaw Engineering College, the Jclians[ir 
Kothan Parade, the Mama Parsi Girls Hi<[h 
School, the Zoroastrian Club, the Katrak Poor 
Hollies, _ the Parsi Fire Temple, etc., etc. All these 
institutions have been built entirely by the Parsis 
in Karachi, who maintain two fire temples, a 
Tower of Silence, a High Priest, and several semi- 
religious institutions. 

Goans. There are roughly between three and 
four thousand Goans in Karachi, living mostly in 
Cincinnatus Town (named after a prominent Goan 
leader, Mr. Cincinnatus F. D’Abreo). Their 
ancestors first came to Karachi and Bombay three 
centuries ago as traders from Portugal, led by the 
renowned Vasco da Gama in 1498, long before the 
arrival of the British in India. They were origi- 
nally pure stock from Portugal, but a great deal 
of inter-marrying with Indian women occurred, 
with the result that they ceased to be known as 
Portuguese, but were called Goans, from Goa, 
south of Bombay, the capital of Portuguese India. 
After the advent of the British in Sind the Goans 



legan to flourish more rapidly, many of dicni 
ibtaining Government appointments and positions 
n commercial offices. 

The Goans of Karachi arc a thrifty people, not 
larticularly wealthy but honest, deeply religious 
ind careful in the ways of living. Certain 
lissensions of a political nature have sene 
heck the progress of the commiinit)' to som 
xtent ; otherwise they are a quiet, rcliab c, • 
idustrious people with a keen sense of them u 1 
owards their neighbours. Cincinnatus 

colony of Goan people built on modern 
n the co-operative town-planning system, 
lid out and self-contained. 

Europeans. Excluding the British 
orces, there are about three thousand 
1 Karachi. They arc all temporary re 1 
ither connected with various crms. 

ubiic sendees or else engaged m ^ 

‘he majority remain for a few years 
-ansferred to some other part of the 
•orld. Verv few indeed remain in 
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the establishment of the Royal Airship Base at 
Drigh Road, Karachi’s European population has 
greatly increased, so much so that it would be 
more correct to estimate it at nearly four thousand 
all told. 

Sind Club. 

Originally housed in a small bungalow in 
Elphinstone Street, the Sind Club was removed 
to its present place in 1883. The main building 
was built entirely of light limestone in the Italian 
style. A second building, comprising a two-storey 
block of chambers, was erected in. 1888. In 1892 
four chambers were built over the smoking room. 
In 1904 the third block was constructed, and 
finally, on the acquisition of the Masonic Lodge 
adjacent to it, a new block containing nine sets 
of chambers was added in 1915. 

Karachi Gymkhana. 

Before the construction of the present buildings 
in 1886, the nucleus of the Gymkhana was near 
the rifle range where the European population of 
Karachi used to meet in the early days of the 
conquest, and which received the name of Scandal 



Point. The road leading to the Gymkhana is 
called Scandal Point Road. 

Frere Hall. 

The Frere Hall is the most notable building in 
^^^’'^chi, and commemmorates the long and 
brilliant administration of Sir Bartle Frere when 
he was called to the Viceroy’s, Council in 1859. 
The building was commenced in 1863, and com- 
pleted in 1865 a cost of Rs. 1,80,000, of which 
Ks. 22,500 was raised by public subscription. 
Ks. 10,000 was contributed by Government, and 
the Municipality paid the balance. The hall is 
>n the Venetian Gothic style, and is built of the 
^uiliar yellow Karachi limestone, relieved very 
effectively by white oolite quarried near Bholari, 
south of Kotri, and red and grey sandstones from 
Jungshahi. Tlie columns and arches of the wide 
verandahs are exceedingly graceful, and the whole 
etail pleasing, but the to-wer and spirelet harmo- 
nise neither with the body of the building nor with 
each other. The apex of the spirelet is 144 feet 
"^otind level. From the porch in the east 
f' ,? double staircase leads up dirccth' to a fine 
ja In the upper storey 70 feet long by 35 inches 
Width and 38 inches in height. Tliis is the 
O'*'''"' Hall of Karachi for public meetiners. 

Y 


lectures, balls, concerts, and dramatic entertain- 
ments. It has wide verandahs on two sides and 
opens at the north end by an arch into a second 
fine room, 63 feet by 25 feet, which can be used 
to supplement the main hall and accommodate a 
large stage or platform. On the ground floor 
there is a hall equal to the one above. The room 
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at the end, corresponding to the upper one, accom- 
modates the Frere Hall Library. The main hall 
upstairs is adorned with some good busts, among 
which are two of King Edward VII and Queen 
Alexandra, presented by Mr. Edulji Dirishaw, 
C.I.E. There are also oil paintings of former 
Commissioners of Sind. 

Cantonments. 

The Karachi Cantonment has existed ever since 
the conquest, and an area of 2.92 square miles was 
reserved for it by Sir Bartle Frere when fixing 
the municipal limits in 1858. Its present area is 
about three square miles. The Sadar Bazaar, 
which was originally included in the Cantonment, 
was handed over to the Municipality and an 
arrangement was made in 1896 whereby the Muni- 
cipality, in view of the fact that it recovers wheel- 
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lax, etc., from residents in the Cantonment, pavs 
to the Cantonment Committee an annual sum of 
Rs. 7,000 for repair of roads, lighting, etc. Other 
sources of Cantonment revenue are'^ land, house 
and conservancy taxes, etc., the income from 
which for the last ten years has averaged 
Ks. 40.9S2. The average expenditure, chieflv on 
conseiwancy, ],as been Rs. 42,704. The Canton- 
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ment Committee is constituted under the Canton- 
ment Code Cantonment Act of 1924 and consists 
of an officer appointed by the Officer Commanding", 
Sind Independent Brig-ade Area, as President’ 
and five other Officers as members, one member 
nominated by the District Magistrate, and seven 
members elected by the voters resident in the Can- 
tonment. The Executive Officer, Karachi Canton- 
ment, performs the duties of Secretary, 

In October, 1903, the whole of Manora was 
declared a cantonment. The area included is 302 
acres and 32 gunthas, Baba and Bhit not being 
a part of it. The sources of revenue are a property 
rate on houses and lands, a sanitary cess on non- 
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MEREWETHER CLOCK TOWER, KARACHI. 

(On left Bunder Road. On right McLeod Road.) 

military residents, and a tax on vehicles and 
animals. The military roads in the Cantonment 
are maintained by the Military Works Department 
and the other roads by the Cantonment Committee. 

Gardens. 

The most important of the public gardens is 
the Zoological Garden, between the old Commis- 
sariat Stores and the Lyari. It was originally one 
of the Government gardens which were initiated 
almost immediately after the British occupation 
for the purpose primarily of supplying the troops 
with fresh vegetables. Some time after tlie forma- 
tion of the Karachi Municipality the garden was 
handed over to its care. Afterwards it was laid 
out on a new plan by the late Mr. H. M. Birdwood, 
and with the help of district officers and native 
gentlemen in all parts of the province became a 
zoo. The sandy soil and the climate appear to 
be favourable to the health of its inmates, which 
have thriven, and in many cases bred, and multi- 
plied, so that the Karachi Zoological Garden has 
a reputation quite out of proportion to its size 
and character. Vegetables and fruits of many 
kinds are grown in it, and it contains a large vine- 
yard which produces excellent grapes. 

South of the Zoological Garden is a shady lagh, 
full of old trees commonly known as the Mere- 


wether Garden, or the Commissioner’s Garden. 
It ^longs to a bungalow which was purchased 
by Government in 1869 for the ear-Rani of Satara 
and afterward used as a residence for Chima 
Saheb, brother of a former Raja of Kolhapur. 
After Chima Saheb ’s death it was reserved as a 
guest-house for the accommodation of the Mirs 
of Sind. Some years ago, at a lecture by Mr. 
H. M. Birdwood, read before the Society of Arts, 
Sir W. Lee-Warner made an amusing reference 
to this garden, and took to himself some credit 
for saving it when he was a member of the Finance 
Committee appointed by Government to cut down 
•-edundant expenditure. One of the members 
was drawing his pen through a curious item in 
the expenditure of Sind, which no one could 
explain, on account of “ Mrs. Gordon’s Establish- 
ment.” Sir W. Lee-Warner having been in Sind 
looked into the matter and found that the name 
was only a Bengali printer’s version of Mirs’ 
Garden Establishment. The garden is maintained 
still, though the bungalow collapsed a few years 
ago, and up to the present has not been rebuilt. 

The Burns Garden, on the Kutchery Road and 
separated from the Sind College by the Burns 
Road, is the memorial of a gentleman of whom 
there is no other historical record. He is com- 
monly spoken of as Dr. Burns. The garden has 
an area of 26-20 acres, and is intersected by walks 
shaded by well-grown trees, with flower beds and 
vegetable plots between. 

There are several minor municipal gardens. 


Dayaram Jethmal College, Karachi. 

Built in 1887 at a total cost of Rs. 1,86,514. 
The Dayaram Jethmal College is in the Italian 



DAYARAM JETHMAL SIND COLLEGE, 


stvle, and has a fagade 431 feet long. 

:ower rises behind the port.co_ 

12 feet and has a dome 30 feet in c i. | j j 
n stone. The college was formerly n.nmcd ti ^ 

Sind Arts College, and was rv 

ate Hon. Mr. Dayaram Jethmal m 
r fund was raised by his friends and a 

n the province. The sum_, v.a* 

;ome donations from relatives of 1 • h 

nade over to the College Board. 'I he eoi 
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excellently equipped with chemical and physical 
laboratories and workshops, and attached to it is 
a hostel accommodating- 150 students. 

IMerewether Clock Tower. 

The Merewether Clock Tower was raised by 
public subscription to perpetuate the memorj' of 
Sir William Merewether, Commisioner-in-Sind, 
1866 to 1S77. In the pointed style of Gothic 
architecture, and in the form of an Eleanor cross, 
it stands on a basement 44 feet square, rises to a 
heig-ht of 102 feet, and carries at an elevation of 
70 feet a clock with four faces, each 7 feet in 
diameter. The large bell which strikes the hours 
weighs three cwts. and the smaller bells for the 
quarters one cwt. each. The foundation stone was 
laid by Sir James Ferguson, Governor of Bombay 
in 1884, and the completed structure was opened 
to the public and m'ade over to the Municipality 
by Sir James Evans in 1892. The total cost of the 
structure and clock was Rs. 37,178. 

Climate. 

Karachi’s climate is superior to that of any town 
in the plains of India. The dry burning heat of 
Central India and the enervating humidity of Bom- 
bay and Calcutta are entirely lacking in Karachi. 
From April to October cool westerly and south- 
westerly sea breezes blow, and from November to 
March a cool bracing land breeze infuses every- 
one with energ}'. Occasional!}^ there are land 
breezes from the desert which are unpleasant in 
that they give a scorching sensation to the skin 
and raise the temperature to 105 degrees (dry 



CLIFTON'S BEAUTIFUL PARADE BUILT BY 
SIR JEHANGIR H. KOTHARI, O.B.E. 


beat), but they rarely last for more than two or 
three days at a time. The rainfall of Karachi is 
about seven inches a year (usually three in July 
and three in January). The average temperature 
IS .about 77 degrees Fahrenheit, ranging from 60 
to 63 in January and February to 86 to 88 degrees 
during- the south-west monsoon months. Whenever 
snow falls at Quetta, Karachi’s barometer falls 
sometimes as low as 36, and sometimes thin ice 
<^an be found on the surface of stagnant water. 

V - 


Official figures of Karachi’s rainfall for the last 
ten years : 

Years. Rainfall 

(Inches). 
2.04 

3-39 
1.97 
16.90 
1.99 

5-57 

3- 69 

4- 38 

20.04 
8.19 
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CROCODILES AT MUGGER PIR, 
NEAR KARACHI. 


Water Supply. 

The tvater supply of Karachi is obtained from 
the Malir River’s underground streams. It is 
“ hard ” and of first-class quality. It flows into 
Karachi by gravity in a cement covered conduit 
for a distance of twenty-two miles, whence it is 
distributed to the houses of the city and suburbs 
by means of underground pipe lines. At present 
there is no pressure sufficiently powerful to carry 
■water beyond the ground floor of the houses, which 
means that each householder desiring to convey 
water to the second or third storeys must instal 
a small electric or hand pump. Within a few 
years, however, this disability will cease, for the 
Karachi Municipality are now considering a rather 
expensive scheme -whereby sufficient pressure -ir’in 
be available in the water mains to carry water to 
any height desired and in any quantity." The new 
scheme will take three years to complete. 

Clifton. 

The people of Karachi are verv fortunate in 
posse.ssing such an admirable sea' front as that 
of Clifton, which is one of the finest marine resorts 
in the_ Orient. The locality has alwavs been 
exceedingly popular because of its cool sea 
breezes and beauty, and cventuallv the crowds 
visiting it became much greater t'han could be 
accommodated with comfort. The Karachi Muni- 
cipality accordingly provided a largelv increased 
area at New Clifton by t.aking in' a "hill to the 
north and the garden and house of Sir Jehangir 
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H. Kothari, O.B.E., who very g^enerously made 
a gift of his property to the Municipality in order 
that a great seaside promenade might be created. 
The then Governor of Bombay, Sir George Lloyd, 
laid the foundation stone on February loth, 1919, 
and the Parade was opened by Lady Lloyd on 
January 5th, 1920. In addition, Sir Jehangir H. 
Kothari built at his own expense a pier from the 
Parade to the water’s edge at an estimated cost 
of three lakhs of rupees. This magnificent pier 
was completed in 1920-2, and was opened by Lady 
Lloyd on March 21st, 1921. 

The Parade comprises a promenade, two ter- 
races on projecting crags, a shelter, a path, 
carriage stand, and a terminal kiosk. The pro- 
menade is 600 feet long and 30 feet wide, is paved 


promenade and terraces are sunk lower than the 
level of the foot-path. 

The Lady Lloyd Pier is about 1,300 feet 
and 15 feet broad. It is of the same type of con'- 
struction as the Parade, of which it forms tiic 
compliment, and is composed of local Ghizree 
stone, protected on each side by' an ornamental 
balustrade of pink J'odhpore stone. At intervals 
in its length it has been widened into two terraces 
each measuring 60 by 35 feet, the first terrace 
being reached by five shallow flights of steps, also 
of Jodhpore stone. For the remainder of its 
length the pier descends by a gentle slope to the 
pavilion on the beach. It is carried on 76 seg- 
mental arches each with a 13-feet opening. The 
Ghizree stone columns carrying the arches rest 
on concrete blocks, which are supported by rcin- 
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with cement concrete and provided with cut-stone 
balustrades on both land and sea faces and thirty- 
two benches. 

The shelter, in front of the promenade at a point 
near the entrance to the pier, is built of cut Ghizree 
stone with a Mangalore tiled roof and concrete 
cement floor. On the land side of the promenade 
there is a cement foot-path 20 feetwide for a length 
of 575 feet, and 15 feet wide for 250 feet, where it 
encircles the kiosk. The latter, standing out in 
bold relief, is supported on columns of cut-stone 
work with an elliptical roof of pink Jodhpur stone. 
An octagonal seat is provided in the centre of the 
kiosk. 

Landward, the carriage stand contains an area 
of 169,170 square feet sufficient to accommodate 
Soo motor cars. To enable occupants of carriages 
to have an uninterrupted view out to sea, the 


forced concrete piles. The pavilion is 70 feet b) 
50 feet in area, and the floor is 12 feet high abrnc 
sea level. It rests on piles 12 feet high supporting 
the reinforced concrete raft. Combined vdh t a 
Parade, this new project has added a novtd arc n- 
tectural feature to the beautiful scenery of C 1 ion. 


Mugger Pir. 

Pir Mangho, or as it is popularly _ knov.n, 
Mugger Pir, ten miles north of Karachi, J’’ .'. 
;omb of Haji Mangho, a holy hermit, v. 10 ' 

to have settled there about the middle o 
hirteenth century. He was visited by a T ‘ ^ 

lion of saints known as the four frienr s, o ' 

Lai Shahbaz Kalandar of .Seinvan v'..is I ^ 
fimous, and they made the barren \a 
ileasant residence for him by causing a nm t , _ ^ 
;o issue from the rock and a grove o m i 
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to spring up from llie ground. When the Pir 
died and was buried his grave became a place of 
pilgrimage for pious Muslims from all parts of 
the country. But it is also a resort of Hindu 
devotees, who call it Lala Jasraj. This double 
character is common among the shrines of Sind ; 
the Mussulman Lai Shahbaz is the Hindu Raja 
Bhartari and the Mussahnan Kwaja Khizr is the 
Hindu Jinda Pir. 

Mugger Pir is traditionally “ a place to see,” 
the only one in the neighbourhood of Karachi. 
It includes a mosque in the form of a neat white 
square building, surrounded by a small terrace, 
with a cupola and slender minarets at the corners, 
erected on the summit of a rocky crag of lime- 
stone and said to be 2,000 years old. The interior 
of the mosque contains a tomb surmounted by a 
canopy of carved woodwork supported on slender 
pillars. Close to the mosque is a large pool, 
enclosed by a wall, with many crocodiles. 

Newspapers. 

The first newspaper published in Sind appears 
to have been the Sindian, which, according to the 
old Government Gazetteer of 1876, had at that time 
been in existence for more than a quarter of a 
century. This became or gave place to the Beacon 
and then to the Sind Times. In the meantime 
(in 1878-79) the proprietors of the Civil and 
Military Gazette at Lahore had started a Sind 


issue of their paper in Karachi, the name of which 
was afterwards changed to the Sind Gazette. In 
1886 it was combined with the Commercial Press 
and the ownership transferred to a joint stock 
company. Now known as the Daily Gazette, it is 
the provincial organ of the European population, 
and has a steadily increasing circulation. 
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Karachi has also another daily paper called the 
Sind Observer. The oldest vernacular paper in 
Sind is said to be the Sind Svdhar, which was 
started originally by the Educational Department 
and handed over in 1884 to the since defunct Sind 
sabha. It is now a private concern and appears 
to have a large circulation. 



AN INDIAN FAMILY. 


COMMERCIAL KARACHI 


NUSSERWANJEE and CO., 

Oeneral Merchants and Commission Agents, Head Offices ; Machi Miani Road 
Op all the peoples of India none are more interest- 
ing" than the Parsis, who fled from Persia in the 8th 
century to escape the persecution of the Mohame- 
dan conquerors of_ their land. There are only 
about 100,000 Parsis in all India; and while most 
of them are at Bombay, there are about 2,yoo at 
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HEAD OFFICES OF NUSSERWANJEE and CO. 


Karachi, where they contribute very influentially 
to local trade. Among'st the most noteworthy of 
the Parsi firms there are Messrs. Nusserwanjee 
and Co., whose extensive business was started in 
iS^-q by Khan Bahadur Nusserwanjee R. Mehta as 
a general merchant in a small way. Year after 
year, through hard work and unswerving probity, 
his trade developed considerably, and his name 
became well-known and highly esteemed through- 
out Sind and elsewhere. In 1903 he obtained a 
plot of land, about 3,000 square yards in extent, 
fronting Elphinstone and Dundas Streets, upon 
which he built the large and handsome two- 
storeyed establishment that is so popular for 
general groceries and provisions, wines and spirits. 


etc. Thereafter Mr. Nusserwanjee acquired many 
other properties, including the large building in 
Machi Miami Street where his head offices are now 
situated and where also are transacted his wliole- 
sale business and his activities in connection with 
his import and export agencies. 

A good idea of the important part which Messrs. 
Nusserwanjee and Co. play in the business life 
of Karachi will be obtained by the fact that they 
are proprietors of the following; 

Karachi Steam Roller Flour Mills Co., Ltd., 
established in 1904 by Mr. Nusserwanjee, and now 
one of the largest and best managed concerns of 
the kind in Sind. The mill is equipped with up-to- 
date machinery, gives employment to some hun- 
dreds of persons, and has a daily grinding capacity 
of 1,500 maunds ; Sind Patent Tiles Co., founded 
by Mr. Nusserwanjee in 1912, and devoted to the 
manufacture of tiles of every description for public 
institutions, banks, offices, churches, and private 
residences, etc. As the products are absorbent 
they possess the inestimable advantage of being 
able to counteract the extremes of climate. 
Messrs. Nusserwanjee and Co. are part owners 
of the Bharat Patent Tiles Co. of Bombay and 
Karachi Saw Mills, founded by Mr. Nuserwanjee 
in 1919; Hyderabad Ice Factory, founded by Mr. 
Nusserwanjee in 1907, and having a capacity of 
27 tons of ice per day; Star Salt Works, Karachi, 
founded by Mr. Nusserwanjee in 1925. 

Khan Bahadur Nusserwanjee Mehta was 
honoured with the title of Khan Bahadur during 
the visit of His Majesty the King-Emperor lo India 
on the occasion of the Durbar at Delhi in 1911. 
He is assisted in his affairs by his sons, Mr. Hoini 
N. Mehta and Mr. Jamshed N. R. Mehta. Mr. 
Jamshed N. R. Mehta is President of the Karachi 
Municipality, on which he has written an interest- 
ing and instructive book dealing with its adminis- 
tration, activities, and future. 

Messrs. Nusserwanjee and Co. have retail store, 
in Serai Road and Kcamari, besides their esta i 
lishment in Elphinstone Street, already referreo 
to. Their telegraphic address is “ Ascendam, 
Karachi, and the codes used by them arc 
ABC 5th and 6th editions and Bentley s. 


the 


THE EASTERN EXPRESS CO., LTD., Forwarding, Shipping and Clearing Agents, Bunder Road. 


The E.vstehx Express Co., Ltd., operate on a 
scale that makes their business the largest of its 
kind in India, and there is no other organisation 
in that country so admirably developed and con- 
ducted for all work pertaining to forwarding, 
shipping, and clearing agents. In that connection 
the company operate for the Government of India 
Alunicipalities, Indian States and Railways, and 
a verv large number of the leading steamship com- 
panies, banks, merchants, mills, etc. 


An interesting article on the business app-^^i'^ 
in the issue of the World’s Corritrs for January^ h' 
1927, from which the following is an extract . 

“ In order to carry out the work entrusted tf> 
successfully and economically, large 
concrete godowns covering over 20,000 s pi ^ ^ 
feet, at a cost of ;^JS,ooo, have been bm • 
large portable and electrical cranes ha'C i -^' ^ 
stalled. The company have also command 0. - 
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large fleet of lighters and steam tugs and a staif 
of 115 men. 

In addition to shipping many thousand of boxes 
for soldiers and deceased officers, free of charge 
during the war, the company were shipping con- 
tractors to the Army Department, and in this 
capacity handled daily many thousands of tons of 
foodstuffs and munitions of war for shipment to 
the various Eastern bases. In later years the com- 
pany have been appointed Government clearing 
agents for the Lloyd Barrage and Sutlej Vallej' 
Irrigation Schemes, and recently many hundred 
tons of structural steel work have been cleared by 
the company for the Armstrong Construction Co. 
for the new airship base at Karachi. 

A special feature of the company’s business is 
the collection and remittance of C.O.D.’s. Up- 
wards of ahundred clearing and forwarding agents 
in the United Kingdom, Europe, and the United 
States ship merchandise to their care, advising 
the amounts that are to be collected against 
deliveries. These collections are remitted im- 
mediately on realisation. 

From trade statistics of the port it is shown that 
over 70 per cent, of motor cars imported are 
cleared and forwarded by the company, whose 
policy is strict concentration on clearing, forward- 
ing, transport and insurance. Buying and selling 
merchandise is not entered into in an}^ way b)' the 
company. They are, therefore, in a position to 
undertake all manner of work efficiently and econo- 


mically for all classes of commodities without pre- 
judice to any interests. 

Furthermore, the company’s organisation is the 
direct channel from producer to consumer, enab- 
ling hundreds of small producers to find satis- 
factor}' outlets for their merchandise, and in this 
capacity it trul}'^ forms an important link in East 
Indian commerce.” 

Recentl}', in conjunction with Lep Transport and 
Depository, Ltd., London, The Eastern Express 
Co., Ltd., have inaugurated a remarkable parcel 
service, by which they undertake to receive in Lon- 
don and deliver to any address in India parcels 
weighing from half a pound up to fifty pounds, at 
reduced postal rates, and thus saving much trouble 
and expense. So advantageous is this scheme that 
the many hundreds of parcels dealt with by the 
company are increasing in number continually. 

The business was started in igio, and is also 
prominent!}' and influentially established at Bom- 
bay, where it provides similar facilities as those 
included in its admirable service organisation at 
Karachi. The company have representatives at 
practically all the principal ports in the world, and 
are agents for all the best-known firms of shipping 
and clearing agents in Great Britain. Their tele- 
graphic address is “Flyingfish,” at both Karachi 
and Bombay, and the codes used by them are the 
ABC 5th edition and Bentley’s. The managing 
agents of the company are Messrs. Forbes, Forbes, 
Campbell and Co., Ltd. 


PESTONJEE BHICAJEE. Stevedores, Dubashes, and General Contractors, Keamari. 


It is very noteworthy that the trade of stevedores 
and dubashes at Karachi is, to a great extent, in 
the hands of Parsi firms. The oldest business of 
that kind there is the one founded in 1855 by 
Mr. Pestonjee Bhicajee, who supplied provisions 
and stores under military protection, to the Army 
during the time of Sir Charles Napier in Sind. 
Afterwards Mr. Pestonjee Bhicajee established 
himself as a stevedore and dubash at Karachi, and 
long before his death there in iSSg he made over 
the important business which he had developed 
■'■cry successfully to his son, Itlr. Peerozsharv 
Pestonjee, spending the rest of his life in retire- 
ment. Mr. Peerozshaw Pestonjee died in iSgi, 
and the concern is now carried on by his sons, 
Messrs. Jehangeer P. Pestonjee Bhicajee, Sorabjee 
Pestonjee Bhicajee, and Byramjee P. Pestonjee, 
who are assisted by their sons. Dr. Pestotun (son 
of Mr. Sorabjee) and Peerozshaw (son of Mr. 
Byramjee). 

The_ satisfactory manner in which the firm’s 
activities are carried on may be indicated by 
J’cference to their long connections with various 
well-known steamship companies. Thus, for 
instance, they have been stevedores and dubashes 
since 1S75 lo the British India S.N. Co., Bombay 
1 ersia S.N. Co., and the Mogul Line; since 1^0 
to the Hansa Line; since 1S95 to the Austrian 
j-|oyd — changed in 1920 into the Lloyd Triestino 
bine; since 1901 to the .Asiatic Steam Navigation 


f 

Co. ; since 1S92 to the City line — changed in 1902 
into one of the Ellerman Lines; since igo2 to the 
Hall Ellerman Lines ; and since 1902 to the Holland 
British India Line, and others too numerous to 
mention here. They have also been contractors 
to Admiralty agents for H.M. Navy, etc., etc. 

During the Great AVar Messrs. Pestonjee Bhica- 
jee did admirable work for the British, French, 
Italian, Belgian, Portuguese, and Japanese 
Governments, and built a number of sea-going 
vessels of the Kotia dinghey type with the object 
of meeting the great need for cargo space wdien the 
Government had relinquished the major portion 
of the accommodation in steamers calling at 
Karachi. They have also 'built several lighters, 
and transact lighterage business in Karachi har- 
bour. 

Messrs. Pestonjee Bhicajee are also establi.shed 
at Port Okha, on the coast of Kathiawar, which 
is under the Government of H.H. the Maharaja 
of Gaekwar of Baroda, and there they operate 
as stevedores and dubashes to the Ellerman Hall 
and City Lines, the Clan Line. Hansa Line, and 
Ellerman Bucknall Line. Thev have also ’been 
dubashes, stevedores, and agents for the Lloyd 
Trcstino and Marittima Italiana Lines, Clan I-ine 
and other tramp cargo steamers. ’ 

The firm’s telegraphic address is ” Jehangeer,” 
Karachi, and the codes used bv them are Scott’s 
loth edition and the .A B C 5th edition. 
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B. R. HERMAN and MOIMTTA, LTD., 

Engineers and Ship=builders, Vulcan Iron Works, Wood Street and Old Queen’s Road. 


KIarachi has undoubtedly a great future, and is 
even now underg-oing- a remarkable transformation 
by the erection of impressive buildings. Amongst 
the most notworthy of the recent developments in 
that connection are the new premises of Messrs. 
B. R. Herman and Mohatta, Ltd., occupying an 
area of about 7J acres, at the junction of Wood 
Street and Old Queen’s Road, into which they 
recently removed in order to keep abreast of the 
various developments of N.W. India. The offices 
and machinery showrooms form an imposing and 
handsome masonry block at the comer of the two 
roads, behind which the workshops extend. The 
latter, which have been designed in accordance 
with modern practice, and are well equipped with 
overhead cranes and up-to-date machinery through- 
out, comprise heavy and light structural shops, 
smithy, machine shops, iron and brass foundries, 
saw-mill and wood-working shops. 

Transport and general handling is facilitated by 
railway lines in the shops and about the yard, 
connected to a siding into the works from the 
N.W. Railway. 

The company specialise in the construction of 
railway wagons, steel' bridges of all t)'pes, steel 
buildings and sheds, cranes, Bulk-oil and high- 
service tanks, well curbs, light-draught steamers, 
steam tugs and launches, steel cargo barges, 
motor passenger vessels, motor launches, iron 
castings up to 10 tons, forgings, etc., and the 
products of their works are despatched all over 
India and to Mesopotamia, Persia, and British 
East Africa. 

In addition to the foregoing, the firm transact 
considerable business through their machinery, 
hardware and metal departments, aided by their 
technical staff, and are sole agents in N.W. India 
for numerous well-known manufacturers, includ- 
ing : 

Marshall. Sons & Co. (India), Ltd. 

Alley & McLellan, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Small & Parkes, Ltd., Manchester. 

Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Arthur Balfour & Co., Ltd., Sheffield. 

The Mitchell Conveyor & Transporter Co., London. 

The Wari’ington I^Tre Rope “Works, Ltd., Liverpool. 


Stringer & Sons (Cradley Heath), Ltd., England. 
Wades Dove Bitumastic, Ltd., Newcastle-on-'D-ne 
Kerner-Greenwood & Co., Ltd., Kings Lvnn. ‘ 
Medway Safety Lift Co., Ltd., London^ 

John M. Henderson Co., Aberdeen. 

The Bergius Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

The American Pulley Co., Ltd., U.S.A. 

H. H. Robertson & Co., England. 

W. H. Dorman & Co., Ltd., Stafford. 

The Tata Iron & Steel Co., Ltd., Jamshedpur. 

Messrs. B. R. Herman and Mohatta, Ltd., keep 
considerable stocks of machinery and other 
specialities of the various firms whom they repre- 
sent, and also several thousand tons of steel 
sections for structural work, all of which are stored 
under cover. 

The Vulcan Iron Works, which give employment 
to many hundreds of persons, were established 
in McLeod Road by Mr. B. R. Herman, M.I., 
M.E., in 1883, with modern and useful machinery 
sufficient to cope with the character and compara- 
tively small quantity of engineering work obtain- 
able in N.W. India at that period. 

Byr careful direction through a long period of 
hard times, honest dealing, and good work, Mr. 
Herman brought his business to a leading position 
amongst engineering undertakings in India, where, 
as well as in Mesopotamia and Persia, the firm arc 
well-known for the excellence of their workman- 
ship and the satisfactory manner in which their 
contracts are completed. 

Amongst many of the latter may be mentioned 
the British Residency at Baghdad and the British 
Consulate at Bunder Abbas, in the Persian Gulf, 
and complete bulk-oil installations at Keamari for 
the Royml Dutch Petroleum Co., Burmah Oil Co., 
and Standard Oil Co. 

In 1919 the firm was formed into a limited 
liability company under its present title. The 
Board of Directors comprises Mr. B. R. Herman 
(Chairman), Mr. L. B. Herman (Managing 
Director), Mr. Ramgopal G. Mohatta, Mr. 
Shivratan G. Mohatta, Mr. B. E. Herman, and 
Mr. Chandratan G. Mhoondhra. 

Messrs. B. R. Herman and Mohatta, Ltd., have 
a branch office at Lahore, and their ^ telcgrap m 
address at both places is “ Expansion.” 


COWASJEE and SONS, Coal Importers, Bunkering Contractors and Stevedores, Keamari. 

- - 0 - • T'^ . .__1* rt oiffTlI 


No firm at Karachi have done more for the 
development of local shipping facilities and re- 
sources as coal importers, bunkering contractors, 
and stevedores, etc., than Messrs. Cowasjee and 
Sons. Their large and important business was 
founded by Mr. Cowasjee Rustomjee Variawa, 
who established himself as a stevedore and dubash 
in 1SS7, when Karachi as a seaport was in its 
infancy. In 1S93 he became a coal merchant and 
contractor for bunkering. In 1900 Mr. Cowasjee, 
who retired in 1908, made his son Fakirjee a 
partner. In 1909 another of his sons, IMinocher, 
became a partner, and the business continued to 
develop very successfully. The firm hold contracts 
for supplying coal to the Admiralty, Royal Indian 


Marine, Port Trust, Karachi, and to a 
English companies whose vessels put m _,i - 

port. Messrs. Cowasjee and .Sons were 
in introducing Australian and N.'ila! con 1 
Karachi, and on one occasion they held <1 con ■ - 
with the North Western (.State) R-nihvity ; 
supply of 50,000 tons of Natal coal in t ic 

of twelve months. _ . , ^ 

The firm have many tcstinionials ''cg/icdinp ' 
ability in everything pertaining to their 
and have coal depots at Baba Islanc ‘ ^ 

Yard, Keamari. Their telegraphic ‘ 

“ Jubilee,” Karachi, and the codes 

are the ABC 5 tf> ' 

Scott’s, and Bentley’s. 
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JOHN FLEMING and CO., 

Engineers, Contractors, and Automobile Experts, McLeod Road and Frere Road. 


i\lR. John Fleming, C.S.I., who founded the busi- 
ness of Messrs. John Fleming and Co., some years 
before the Indian Mutiny, was in his day very 
prominent and influential in connection with the 
development of Bombay and the welfare of its 
people. It was he who inaugurated, against much 
opposition, the scheme of reclamation of the 
foreshore on the eastern side of Bombay Island, 
a scheme which was persistently and steadily 
carried out in spite of the troubles during the 
famous share mania of 1S64 In the city. 

In 1894 IMr. Fleming was joined in partnership 
by Mr. Thomas Wilson under the style of John 
Fleming and Co. The firm were contractors for 
the building of the Victoria Docks, Bombay, which 
was carried out in a most successful manner and 
to the complete satisfaction of the Bombay Port 
Trust Authorities. So energetically in fact was 
that contract operated that it was finished three 
months before the stipulated time. 

As general engineers and contractors Messrs. 
John Fleming and Co.’s activities developed ver}' 
greatl}'. Amongst the many important works also 
successfully carried through by them ma}' be men- 
tioned the electric lighting of the Crawford Market, 
the Government Telegraph Office, the Yacht Club 
Chambers, the offices of Messrs. King. King and 
Co., Admiralty House, Messrs. Wheeler and Co.’s 
building, and many others in Bombay ; the light- 
ing of the great palace of H.H. the Gaekwar at 
Baroda, the Makarpura palace belonging to the 


same Prince, the palace of the Maharaja at 
Bikaner, and of the palaces of Jodhpur and Indore, 
the Agra Club, etc. The firm had also the running 
of the electric installation for the Municipalit)' of 
Delhi for some years, which was the first Muni- 
cipal electric installation in India. They likewise 
executed considerable contracts for water supply, 
drainage, etc., for Bombay, Delhi, Lahore, Pesh- 
war, Karachi, Kotah, etc. 

In igoo Messrs. John Fleming and Co. opened 
at Karachi a branch which soon developed into 
one of the most noteworthy of the local concerns. 
In 1907 it w’as separated from the Bombay business 
and has since been owned b)' his son, the present 
proprietor, Mr. Alexander Lothian Wilson, w'ho 
has been connected with it since 1902. Mr. 
Thomas Wilson died in 1917. 

Messrs. John Fleming and Co. are well known 
as engineers and contractors, general commission 
agents and automobile experts. The)’^ are suppliers 
to the Public Works Department, railways, etc., 
and are agents for : 

National Oil Engines. 

“ Lincona ” Balata Belting. 

Bninton’s Steel Wire Ropes. 

Yale Chain Blocks. 

Arrol-Johnston, Galloway, Wolseley, Olclsmobile, and 
Swift Cars. 

New Imperial, New Hudson Motor Cycles. 

Albion and Morris Motor Lorries. 

Dunlop Rubber Co. (India), Ltd. (sole wholesale 
distributers for Sind and Baluchistan). 

The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Morelos,” 
and they use Bentley’s code. 


INDIA FLOUR MILLS, LTD., Lawrence Road, Cincinnatus Town. 


In view of the extensive exportation of wheat from 
Karachi it is not surprising to find the flour-milling 
industr}^ well established there. The India Flour 
Idills, Ltd., for instance, started in igio, is 
representative of the best methods in vogue for the 
perfection of process and result in modern milling. 
The area occupied by the undertaking is over six 
acres, and it gives employment to upwards of 
200 persons. The main block consists of a massive 
four-storeyed structure, 150 feet in length and 
100 feet in height, comprising the basement, roller, 
purifier, and centrifugal floors. The whole of the 
niachiner\' is driven by suction gas power, develop- 
500 brake h.p., which is transmitted by iS 
ropes^ from a huge flywheel. The screening and 
ashing rooms are equipped with complete dust- 
extracting, grading, washing, and conditioning 
machinery, and are provided with bins for holding 
boo tons of wheat. 

The roller floor is fitted with Turner’s heavy 
pattern fluted and smooth roller mills, 31 in num- 
’pG and the capacity of the plant is 30 sacks (each 
01 2S0 lbs.) an hour of best white flour. Turner’s 
ostless purifiers are installed on the second floor, 
ond scalpers and the majoritv of the centrifugals 
•m-e on the top floor. 


All modern improvements in constructional work 
have been incorporated in the mills, and the 
materials are of the best-known quality — ^for in- 
stance, the flooring and spouting is made of 



INDIA FLOUR MILLS. 


selected teak wood ; double fire-proof doors on each 
floor give communication across the rope race 
from the screening rooms to the mill ; and the race 
is surmounted by a tower for the purpose of a 
sprinkler installation reserve water tank. 

The power house is situated at right angles 
to the milling and wheat-cleaning department, and 
there are several large godowns'and sheds for the 
storage of wheat and flour and other products. 
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The establishment is lig-hted throughout by elec- 
tricity. The flour produced is of the highest quality, 
and^ commands a large sale, for consumption in 
India and export. 

The Board of Directors comprises Dr. G Fires 
L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., etc.; C. M. Lobo,’ B.A.,’ 
LL.B. ; Dr. E. A. Mascarenhas, L.M. and S. 
L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. (Lon.) ; and Messrs. Ignatius 
Sequeira, M. Misquita, and A. C. D ’Souza. 

The Secretary is Mr. Cincinnatus F. D’Abreo, 
who began his business career in 1878 in a news- 
paper office, and later served in a mercantile office 
and various Government Departments, retiring in 


1917 from the post of Assistant Collector of Ciis- 
toms and Salt, and Deputy Shipping Master, 
Karachi. Mr. D’Abreo was Vice-President of the 
Karachi Municipality in 1925-26; is Secretary of 
the Indian Life Assurance Co., Ltd., and a Direc- 
tor of several joint-stock companies. The suburb 
of Karachi, Cincinnatus Town, was started laro-elv 
through his efforts and bears his name. 

The_ authorised capital of the India Flour Mills, 
Ltd., is Rs. 6,00,000; subscribed, Rs. 4,50,000: 
paid-up, Rs. 3,60,000. The telegraphic address is 

Indiaflour, Karachi, and the codes used are the 
ABC 5th edition, Bentley’s, and private. 


GRAX, LTD., Salt Manufacturers, Maurypur. 


To the west of Karachi lies an extensive shallow 
tidal area with only one small opening to the sea. 
Centuries of tide and sun and natural forces have 
thrown up along this backwater a beach containing 
so much salt that excavations in the beach only 


pans is always discoloured, and never of the finest 
commercial quality. Nevertheless it suits the local 
taste. Accordingly, when salt manufacture was 
organised as a Government monopoly, develop- 
ment followed traditional lines. Mr. Maury in 



SALT WORKS OF GRAX, LTD,, MAURYPUIL 


a few feet deep are filled by percolation with brine 
so strong that on condensation by solar heat it 
deposits salt readily. Before the British came to 
Sind, the Lunaris, who are salt manufacturers by 
tradition, used to sink small wells and obtain bpine 
bv a primitive contrivance that drops a bucket into 
a' well and enables it to be lifted out when filled. 
The Lunaris ran their brine into shallow pans 
with clay bottoms and sides, and there allowed it 
to evaporate. Conditions for solar evaporation 
are ideal in Karachi where rain is seldom, the sun 
alwavs clear and hot, and there is a wind which can 
be relied upon. The Lunaris evaporate^ their salt 
till it has formed large crystals because it adheres 
to the clav of their pans, and has to be washed. 
Much of tiie clay is washed out, but salt from clay 


1877 established Government salt "0^4* 

Maurypur, and these have since suppl'cd » 
They now produce annually' about , 

of salt, but are not so extensive as they lu . ^ 
Their place is being taken by private .sa ■ 

The pioneer and most important 0 ’ 

operated under the name of Grax, ‘ i , 

its foundation to Mr. Harris Greenfielch i li' <- 

voted many years to inducing Govern ' 

salt manufacture to private enterprise « 

the study' of salt and the 

Facture. The result of his labours is 

from long wide ditches and r-f 

seawater have replaced the trac i ‘ ^ 

obtaining brine, 'Hiile clay; cvaporati ,, F 

oeen superseded by' scientifically c 
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which yield pure white salt and allow its crystal 
growth to be controlled so as to secure any fine- 
ness desired, while the salt is very free from 
magnesium chloride and other impurities which 
the Lunaris cannot effectively eliminate. For 


specially selected by Mr. Greenfield because of its 
peculiar suitability for salt manufacture and its 
favourable situation for communication with the 
port of Karachi. The works when completed will 
produce at least 50,000 tons monthly of salt 









GATHERING THE GRAX SALT AT MAURYPUR 



I.'. V. 







‘c- , 



DESPATCH OF THE GRAX SALT FROM MAURYPUR. 


li^ht^^rVi still used, but only until a 

down. Grax, Ltd., 
its 6,00,000, and the offices of 

Hallifnv agents, Messrs. Greenfield and 

is dcvelnr/ Greenbari, Karachi. The companv 
ping- on a sound basis a large area of land 


superior to any hitherto manufactured in the Fast 
town and port ot KnSi »f <lte 
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SIND FLOUR MILL COMPANY, Dhobie Ghat Road. 


The oldest flour-milling undertaking at Karachi 
is that of the Sind Flour Mill Co., Ltd., which 



SIND FLOUR MILL. 

was formed in i8g6, occupies an area of about 
six acres, and gives employment to about fifty 


persons. Commencing with one mill the business 
developed very successfully, and in 1907 a second 
mill was coinpleted. Both mills are equipped 
throughout with modern machinery supplied b\ 
the well-known firm of Messrs. Henry Simon, Ltd.', 
of Manchester, and the total capacity is 20 sacks 
of flour per hour, the product being sent to ports 
on the Malabar Coast, the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, 
Ceylon, Egypt, and Mauritius, as well as con- 
sumed locally. The capital of the company is three 
lakhs of rupees, and an average dividend often per 
cent, has been paid. The chairman of the company 
is Mr. W. D. Young, and the other directors arc 
Messrs. G. Miller, K. K. Sopariwala, and E. K. 
Sopariwala. The latter gentleman also acts as 
agent. The manager is Mr. R. F. Keeling. The 
telegraphic address is “ Mill,” Karachi, and the 
codes used are the ABC 5th edition and Bentley’s. 


STRAUSS and CO., Grain and 

The old and well-known London firm of Strauss 
and Co., who are influentially established in 
America, Canada, and the European Continent, 
opened their branch at Karachi in 1912, and are 
one of the largest houses there engaged in the ex- 
portation of wheat, barley, seeds, etc., and in the 
importation of sugar. In the year 1924^25 they 
were the largest shippers of wheat from Karachi, 
half of the total of 1,000,000 tons from that port in 
the period mentioned being despatched by them. 


Seed Exporters, McLeod Road. 

The chief of the firm is Mr. E. A. Strauss, M.I’., 
and the head office is in Holland House, Bury 
Street, London, E.C. It is interesting to note 
that the first grain shipment by telephone between 
London and New York was put through by Messrs. 
Strauss and Co. on January 22nd, 1927. 

The manager at Karachi is Mr. H. C. White- 
house. The telegraphic address is ” Gambrinus," 
and the codes used are Bentley’s, ABC, and 
private. 


THE INDIAN LIFE ASSURANCE 

The Indiah Life Assurance Co., Ltd., was formed 
as the outcome of a scheme propounded by a num- 
ber of gentlemen in Karachi for organising a 
mutual aid association, embracing a modified form 


1 I 
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INDIAN LIFE ASSURANCE CO.’S BUILDING. year, which ended 


COMPANY, LTD., Elphinstone Street. 

ceeded in their object may be gauged by the fact 
that during the first fifteen months of the com- 
pany’s existence the total expenditure did not 
exceed Rs. 2,431. 

The authorised capital was originally fixed at 
Rs. 1,00,000, but this amount was increased m 
1907 to Rs. 4,00,000, subscribed capital being 
Rs. 4,00,000 and the paid-up capital Rs. 

Policies are issued for all kinds of insurance 
business usually conducted by life assurance com- 
panies; but the directors have from time to time 
devised several attractive schemes which have bei n 
greatly appreciated by the public. On May « 
1927, there were 6,301 policies in force, assuring a 
sum of Rs. 1,45,10,360, with an aggregate 
premium of Rs. 5,85,302. 7 be amount j 

of the Trust Fund, viz., Rs. 45,12,838-11-6, .s 

an increase of Rs. 3,4i,53"7‘^ 

cd with a balance of R-s. .[1,71.1 a* 


of assurance ; but after full consideration had been 
given to the proposal, it was discarded in favour 
of the foundation of The Indian Life Assurance 
Co. upon an actuarial basis. 

The company, which was designed especially to 
meet the needs of people with moderate incomes, 
was registered on March 7th, 1892, its head offices 
being situated in Elphinstone Street, Karachi. The 
prornotors strove their utmost to avoid heavy pre- 
liminary' and working expenses, and that they suc- 


vear, wnicn enoeu wiui .i . . 

4-0. The dividend paid for the year ending ■ • . 
31st, 1927, was at the rate of 30 per cent, on ^ ^ 
paid-up capital, free of income tax, i 

balance of Rs. io,8o3,-3'.3 

after carrying Rs. 60,000 to Dividend 

^Tlm building in Elphinstone Street confnin>r.g 
the head offices w-as purchased by 
rgo7, and it also owns the large j,'.., 

bay known as " Carn.ac House, v.iur. 
a board of management. 
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ANDERSON and CO., Steamship and General Commission Agents, 
Freight and Exchange Brokers, McLeod Road. 


The oldest firm of steamship agents and freight 
and exchange brokers at Karachi is that of Messrs. 
Anderson and Co,., whose business was established 
about 1857 by Mr. S. AV. Anderson. Since the 
death of the latter in 1905 it has been carried on 
by his son, Mr. C. S. Anderson, who has been 
actively engaged in it since 1897, and he is now 
assisted by his son, Mr. P. S. H. Anderson. 

As brokers Messrs. Anderson and Co. are always 
well versed in the state of the various markets and 
investment values, and their activities, therefore, 
are always an unfailing reflection of the fluctua- 
tions of demand and supply in that connection. 
Naturally their long and prominent association 
with the commerce and shipping of Karachi renders 
their services invaluable to everyone in Karachi 


and elsewhere whose interests can be benefited 
thereby. 

Messrs. Anderson and Co. are agents for : 

Lloyd Trestino N. Co. 

Marittima N. Co. 

Australian Alliance Assurance Co. (Marine). 

London & Lancashire Insurance Co. (Motor Cars) . 

New Zealand Insurance Co. (Fire and Marine). 

“ Adcol ” Oils and Creases. 

“ Atlas ” Ruskilla Paints and Preservatives. 

“ Lemoine ” Champagne. 

Denman’s Port and Wines. 

Fenner & Alder’s Paints, Enamels, and Yarnishes. 

Lindener Brewery, M.T.C. Brand. 

The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Nosredna,” 
Karachi, and the codes used by them are Scott’s 
loth edition, ABC 6th edition and Bentley’s. 


L. COLLINS, General Merchant, Commission and Insurance Agent, McLeod Road. 


Business conditions throughout India are greatly 
changed from w’hat they were in former decades. 
To-day keen competition exists in every branch of 
endeavour, and success can only be obtained by 
efficiency of service and goods thoroughly adapted 
to local requirements and the idiosyncrasies and 
differentiations of the vast medley of the country’s 
population. Amongst the most noteworthy ex- 
ponents of modern business methods and enter- 
prising adaptation to the commercial needs of 
Karachi is Mr. L. Collins, whose activities as a 
general merchant, commission and insurance 
agent, cover a very comprehensive field. Estab- 
lished since 1921, Mr. Collins has ever been quick 
to seize every opportunity presented by the fluctua- 
tions of demand and supply and has built up an 
excellent connection by accurate interpretation of 
specialised requirements as well as by the intelli- 
gent anticipation that accrues through careful 
study of the many factors influencing local trade. 

He is sole agent in India for Messrs. AV. A^. 
Bowater and Sons (1926), Ltd., the well-known 
paper makers and export paper merchants of Lon- 


don, New York, and Sydney. He is also agent 
for ; 

Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Standard Life Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Imperial Live Stock General Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Birkmyre Bros., Calcutta; Canvas, Hose, Hood Cloth, 
Paulins, .Jute, Hessians, Gunnies, Twines, etc. 

Parsons, Fletcher & Co., Ltd., London; Printing Inks, 
A^’amishes, etc. 

Furnlval & Co., Reddish, , Stockport; Printing 
Alacliinery. 

Mahums, Manchester; Piece-goods and Yarns. 

Harry Greayar, Hamburg;^ Continental Sundries. 

M. L. Van Norden, New York; Surplus Newspapers. 

Arturo Junghans, A^enice; Clocks and Watches. 

Chrome Leather Co., Ltd., Madras; Boots, Shoes, 
Leather, etc. 

F. E. Hardcastle & Co., Bombay; jMarine Surveyors, 
etc. 

H. & W. Simpson & Co., Calcutta, Afarine Surveyors, 
etc. 

Mr. Collins recently formed the company known 
as Sind Motors, Ltd., -which is the local agency 
for the Ford vehicles, and has large and well 
adapted showrooms and workshops in Bunder 
Road. His telegraphic address is “ Snillocco,” 
Karachi, and his codes are the ABC 5th and 6th 
editions, Bentley’s, and private. 


CHRISTOPHER and CO., LTD., AVholesale AVine and Spirit Merchants, McLeod Road 

(BARTLETT and CO., Agents.) ’ 


The business of Messrs. Christopher and Co., 
is probably the oldest of its kind in the 
British Empire. It has been established for hun- 
dreds of years, and it would be interesting to 
record its story amid the vast changes that have 
so altered the conditions of the world from those 
'bat obtained wlien the original Mr. Christopher 
began liis activities in the London of long ago. 

Alessrs. Christopher and Co., Ltd., opened in 
'923 their agenev at Karachi, where they con- 
Iributc an important part to the local wine and 
spirit trade. Previouslv, however, they had been 
exporting wines and spirits to India for about 
half a century, and have long made a special study 


of the conditions in vogue there for the enhance- 
ment of their supplies. In the interesting book- 
let which they issue ns a price list, etc., there 
IS very useful information well worth the attention 
of everyone in India who appreciates good liquor 
and how it should be kept. ‘ 

The firm’s agent for the East is Capt F G 
Bartlett, trading as Bartlett and Co. The mam‘ 
ger at Karachi is Mr. C. A. Oliver. The tele- 
graphic address there is “ A'irgin,” and the 
standard codes are used. Messrs. Christopher and 

fn H M 'be honour of appointment 

to H..M. die King and H.E. the Aucerov of India. 
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NARAINDAS and CO., Aut< 

Reference to the motor trade at Karachi is synony- 
mous with reference to Messrs. Naraindas and Co., 
whose business is the largest of its kind in the 
provinces of Sind, Punjab, Baluchistan, and the 



NARAINDAS and CO/S PREMISES. 


North-Western Frontier. Their handsome pre- 
mises at Karachi, which are their own property, 
occupy an area of about 5,000 square yards, and 
are well adapted to their purpose. The firm are 
sole agents in the territory mentioned for the 
Chevrolet, Oakland, Pontiac, Citroen, Hupmo- 
bile, and Vauxhall cars, and their stock of spare 
parts and accessories for these is exceptionally 
large and comprehensive. The great assortment 
is exceedingly well arranged in a system that pre- 
vents all waste of time in regard to uncertainty as 
to whether any particular item is in hand. 


)bile Engineers, Bunder Road. 

The most noteworthy feature of the busine-js 
however, is the complete manner in which the firm 
operate as automobile engineers. In their Karachi 
establishment they give employment to about one 
hundred skilled men, all specialists at their own 
particular jobs, and this keen specialisation 
naturally tends towards greater efiiciencv than 
would otherwise be possible. Each of the many 
departments is a separate demonstration of that 
fact, and there is nothing associated with the motor 
industry which Messrs. Naraindas and Co. are not 
able to execute with the utmost skill and expe- 
dition. For that purpose they have an up-to-date 
plant of machinery', including an equipment for 
the Duco process of paint spraying. They turn 
out vehicles to meet all requirements, from light 
cars to great transportation lorries and bus.se.':. 
The versatility' of the firm’s operations include 
electro-plating, upholstery, etc. ; and their first- 
rate resources and facilities for repairs of all kinds, 
no matter how difficult, are certainly a valuable 
asset to local motorists. 

Messrs. Naraindas and Co. were the founders 
of the cy'cle and motor trades in Baluchistan, and 
commenced business at Quetta in 1905. Year after 
year their trade developed very successfully, and 
they are now one of the most noteworthy firms in 
the motor trade in India. They give employment 
to about 230 workmen, 100 of whom are engaged 
at their premises at Lahore, where they sell very 
many more cars than at Karachi. They have also 
a branch at Quetta. The proprietors and partners 
are Messrs. M. P. Naraindas and W. P. Menghriij. 
The telegraphic address is " .Automobile, and 
the codes used by them are the ABC 5th edition, 
Bentley's, and private. 


A. C. GREENFIELD and CO., Merchants and Agents, Bunder Rond. 


The business of Messrs. A. C. Greenfield and Co 
is the newest European undertaking at Karachi. 
It was started at ,the end of 1927 by Mr. A. C. 
Greenfield, who had been engaged with one of 
the local firms at that port during the previous 
fifteen years, so .that he is well equipped by practi- 
cal experience of local conditions and requirements 
for success. The goods handled by him are chiefly 
piece-goods and metals. 


The firm are also insurance agents, and repre- 
sent The Century' Insurance Co., Ltd., I he World 
Marine and General Insurance Co., Ltd., I be 
Fuso Marine and Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., and 
Scottish Union and National Insurance Society. 

The telegraphic address is “ \'crdant,” and 
the codes used are the ABC 5th and btli edition'', 
and Bentley’s. 


N. D. MALLIK and SONS, xr • d t 

General Merchants and Government Contractors, Corner of Bunder Road and Napier Koau, 

The firm have branches at Bombay and Lalmre 


Messrs. N. D. Mallik axd Soxs, originally estab- 
lished at Quetta for many years, have been opera- 
ting at Karachi since 1915, and are exporters of 
Indian produce such as wheat, barley, gram, flour, 
wool, etc. They are owners of the Narain Flour 
and Dhall Mills, Karachi, which turn out upwards 
of a thousand maiinds of dhall and flour daily 


^ ^ ,, 

Their telegraphic address is “ Malliksons 
Karachi, and the codes used iiy them arc the A 
5th and 6th editions and Bentley’s. 

The partners arc Messrs. M. D. .Malbk, I. 
Mallik, and G. N. Mallik, B.A. (Honrs.). 


BRUNNER, MONO and CO. (INDIA), LTD., Chemical Manufacfurer.s, Kalrak Terrace. .Maclu .Miam. 

This well-known firm is described on pages 70 and 71. 
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MALLIK, THADHANI and CO., Importers, Exporters, Insurance, Shipping, and 
General Commission Agents, Corner of Bunder Road and Napier Road. 


Messrs. Mallik, Thadiiaxt axb Co, liave been 
established since 1920 and operate as general mer- 
chants, insurance, shipping, and general com- 
mission agents. They are exporters of Indian 
herbs, spices, dried fruits, mustard seed, etc., and 
their principal imports are hardware, tools, 
enamelled ware, perfumery, silks, etc. 

They are agents for the following : 

Fire ; 

Batavia Sea & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Burma Fire & Marine Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Licenses & Gener.al Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Triton Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Marine : 

Argonaut Marine Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Batavia Sea & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Burma Fire & Marine Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Motor : 

Batavia Sea & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Fine Art & Gener.al Insurance Co., Ltd. 


Life : 

North British & Mercantile Insurance Co., 

Ltd. 

Workmen’s Compensation : 

Fine Art & General Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Baggage: 

Fine Art & General Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Survej'ing Agents for: 

Nordduetsche Versicherungs-gesellschaft. 

The Hambui'g Lloyd Versiclierungs-Aktien-gesellschaft. 

Settling Agents for: 

Amsterdom-London Verzekering hly. 

Rhenish Westphalian Lloyds. 

Verzekering hlaatschappy “ Nederland ” 

Mesrs. Mallik, Thadhani and Co. are allied to 
Messrs. N. D. Mallik and Sons, and both have the 
same telegraphic address, “ Malliksons,” Karachi, 
and codes, ABC 5th and. 6th editions, and Bent- 
le)'’s. The partners are Messrs. N. D. Mallik 
and T, S. Thadhani. 


CRYSTAL ICE and COLD STORAGE CO., Kutchery Road. 


PnoBABLT no business in Karachi is more useful 
and highl}' appreciated than that of the Cr)'Stal 
Ice and Cold Storage Co., which was started in 
1917, and is the largest concern of its kind there. 
The company’s premises in Kutchery Road were 
specially planned and constructed for their present 
purpose, to which they are excellently adapted. 
The area occupied is 5,500 square yards, and the 
number of persons employed about 50. The ice- 
making plant is on the ammonia compression sys- 
tem, and its capacity is 45 tons of ice daily. The 
water used is obtained from the Municipal mains, 
and before being frozen is subjected to careful 
filtration. The product is sold wholesale at the 
rate of 60 lbs. per rupee, including deliver}’’, and 
retail at half an anna per pound. 

A feature of the business is its excellent cold- 
storage resources, which are well taken advantage 
of by local merchants for the accommodation of 
perishable commodities. There is no other cold- 


storage undertaking in the whole of Sind or the 
Punjab. The managing director of the company 



PREMISES OF 

CRYSTAL ICE and COLD STORAGE CO. 


is Mr. Kavasji K. Bhappu. The telegraphic 
address is “ Crystalice,” Karachi, and the code 
used is the ABC 5th edition. 


COOPER and CO., Steamship Agents, Freight and Exchange Brokers, 
BEAUMONT and CO., Exporters of Hides and Skins, Insurance Agents and Attorneys, 

P. and O, Building, Wood Street. 


The business carried on under the name of Cooper 
and Co. was established in 1S79 by Mr. W. 
Cooper, and after his death in 1904 it was con- 
hnued by his brother-in-law, the late ^Ir. T. L. F. 
Beaumont, who was a member of the Legislative 
Assembly of India in 1920-21 and occupied at 
various times many of the important public 
positions, such as Chairman of the Karachi Cham- 
ber of Commerce, President of the Karachi Munici- 
pality, Consul for the Netherlands, and Consular 
Agent for France. Jilessrs. Cooper and Co. are 
steamship agents, freight and exchange brokers, 
and are agents for the Boase Spinning Co. (1920), 
td., manufacturers of tarpaulins, Dundee, ^les- 
sageries IVIaritimes and Robert Dollar Steamship 

->nes, and freight brokers to the Ellerman Lines, 
Ltd. 


Mr. T. L. F. Beaumont founded in 1903 the 
firm of Beaumont and Co., exporters of hides and 
skins under the mark of insurance 

agents, and attorneys. They are agents for the 
Royal Insurance Co., Ltd. ; Eagle Star and British 
Dominions Co., Ltd. ; The Eastern Insurance Co., 
Ltd. ; and the Sind Cotton Press, Ltd. 

The partners in both firms of Cooper and Co. 
and Beaumont and Co. are Mr. T. C. Beaumont' 
V.D. (son of the late Mr. T. L. F. Beaumont)! 
Mr. E. L. Price, C.I.E., O.B.E., B.A. (O.xon L 
Barrister at Law, and Mr. Ian Graham. The tele- 
graphic address of Messrs. Cooper and Co. is 

Brocanter, and of ^lessrs. Beaumont and Co 
“ Beaumont.” and the codes used bv them are 
the ABC 5th and 6t!i editions. Scott’s", Bentlev's 
and private. ' ' ’ 



352 


5EAPORT5 OP INDIA AND CpypON, 


Wholesale, Retail, and Manufacturing Chemists, 

Elphinstone Stkeet, Karachi’s chief shopping 
thoroughfare, is chiefly composed of numerous 
small shops supplying goods of every description. 
There are, however, a few fairly large and up-to- 
date ; but in all the town there is no establishment 



SECTION OF PREMISES OF BLISS and CO. 


catering to public requirements more worthy of 
note than that of Messrs. Bliss and Co., the well- 
known wholesale, retail, and manufacturing 
chemists and aerated water manufacturers, to 
whose handsome and commodious premises local 
residents may well refer with justifiable enco- 
miums when comparisons are made between the 
shopping facilities and resources of Karachi and 
those of the other large ports dealt with in this 
volume. 


and CO., 

Aerated Water Manufacturers, Elphinstone Street. 

Started in 1S96 in a comparatively small wav. 
the business in question underwent very successful 
development, and eventually expanded' bevond tiie 
accommodation provided for it. Accordi'ngiy tlte 
present premises alongside the former esrablish- 
ment were built specially for the firm and opened 
m 1919. The area occupied is 4,500 square feet. 
The front section comprises what is probably the 
largest and most impressive pharmacy in India, 
and is an excellent forerunner of the many other 
fine business places that will doubtless spring up 
in Karachi as the city’s great evolutionary meta- 
morphosis proceeds. 

There is nothing associated with the modern 
pharmaceutical trade that is not procurable from 
Messrs. Bliss and Co. in large variety. The manner 
in which their extensive assortments of drugs, 
chemicals, patent medicines, perfumery, toilet 
articles, etc., is displayed, as well as the orn.atc 
appointments, conveys an air of superiority and 
professional specialisation that is in striking and 
pleasing contrast to the ordinary character of most 
of the pharmacies in India. In the dispensing 
department qualified English experts operate with 
meticulous regard for the absolute accuracy of all 
their operations and in materials fresh from the 
best sources of supply in Great Britain and else- 
where. The establishment is a special Kodak 
depot and also a special depot for the pharmaceuti- 
cal goods of the world-renowned firm of Parke, 
Davis and Co. 

At the back, and occupying nearly half of the 
well-built structure, is the firm’s admirable aerated- 
water factory. The manufacture of aerated waters 
in India is carried on in many places quite unsuited 
for the purpose, which bear no resemblance what- 
ever to the cleanliness and scientific organisation 
and equipment of Messrs. Bliss and Co.’s under- 
taking. The firm are contractors in that connec- 
tion to the North Western Railway Co. on their 
systems between Karachi and Lahore and Lahore 
and Quetta, as well as to hospitals, messes, clubs, 
and hotels. 


MACDONALD and CO., Merchants, Insurance and General Commission Agents, Dimolly Road. 


Messrs. M.vcdoxald axd Co., established in 1887, 
were amongst the first firms enrolled in the Karachi 
Chamber of Commerce. They have been in their 
present offices since 1903. _ They are amongst the 
chief local importers of piece-goods, and are the 
largest importers of cement, in which they have 
specialised for many years with marked success. 
They have also a large connection as general and 
insurance agents, and are agents for : 

Gener.nl Accident, Fire & Life Assurance Corporation, 
Ltd. 

Scottish Union & Nation.nl Insurance Co. 

Eat'le Star & British Dominions Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Yorkshire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Canton Insurance Office, Ltd. 

Guardian Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Motor Union Insurance Co.. Ltd. 

Union Marine Insurance Co., Ltd. 


Martin, Piilverman & Co., Ltd., “ !Mullcritc fart 
ridges. „ t, 1 

Bundi Portland Ce.mcnt, Ltd., “ B.B.B. Br.ar.' . 
Gwalior Cement Co., Ltd., “Sun ” Brand. 

F,. P. Baker i Co., Ltd., Army and La.st India Bii\i. - 
and Shipping Agents. . 

iVewton Chambers & Co., Ltd., “ Ual Ih'in 
Birkmvre Bros., Canvas and Pniilin.s. 

Bickford, Smith & Co., Ltd., .Safety I use 
The proprietor of the bii.sine.ss is Mr 1 '-. •' r 
Tiller, who succeeded his father (one of 
bunders of the concern), Mr. Edward Milbr, 
he death of the latter in 1917. Milbr 

nade Mr. J. M. Dunbar a partner. 
elcgraphic address is “ .Macdalan or I ' '7 
ind the codes iiscd by them are the .■ 
dition, Bentley’s, and private. 
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KILLARNEY HOTEL, Bleak House Road. 

Were it possible, it would be interesting to know 
wh)' the excellent hotel indicated above received 
its title. Doubtless, it was for some sentimental 
reason ; and after all sentiment is a factor to be 
reckoned with in the management of a hotel. At 
any rate, there is no other Killarney Hotel in India, 
so that the name is distinetive and unique there. 

Many people throughout that country and elsewhere 
know intimately and appreciate highly the comforts 
and advantages pertaining to the Killarney Hotel. 

It is a home from home, and quite different from 
the great establishments in the larger ports of India 
that are operated b}^ limited liability companies 
and where guests do not come into contact with 
the proprietors. There has been a Killarnej' Hotel 
in Karachi for very many years. In 1922 Mr. S. 

Marder took over the present establishment, which 
had been previously a private mansion, and has 
admirably adapted it to modern requirements. It 
stands in pleasant garden grounds, where the pro- 
fusion of green foliage is particular!)' welcome in 
arid, dusty Karachi. 

The first attraction to be noticed at the Killarney 
is the delightful covered verandah which forms part 
of the dining-room. The tables look so inviting 
with their immaculate linen, glittering ware, and 
tastefully arranged flowers. The cuisine is spoken 
of in the highest terms, and is one of the reasons 
why it is not always easy to get accommodation 
at the Killarney ; hence the wisdom of booking 

A. HAJEE DOSSUL and SONS, 

General Merchants, Commission Agents, Army Contractors and Auctioneers, Elphinstone Street. 

they are all selected by the firm with special 
reference to local necessities and preferments, 
while the prices at which they are sold represent the 
wise policy of small profits and quick returns. 
Provisions, toilet requisites, household utensils, 
electrical goods, leather articles, glass, china and 
aluminium ware, lamps, bedsteads, arms and 
ammunition, toys, ete., provide a range of selection 
well calculated to meet every need. 

The various members of the prominent and 
influential Dossul family have been connected with 
the commerce of Karachi for about ninety years. 
The business of Messrs. A. Hajee Dossul and Sons 
was founded in 1840 by Mr. A. J. Hajee Dossul, 
and its story is one of steady and prosperous de- 
velopment. The original founder has been long 
deceased, and the present partners are Messrs. 
.Abdul Latif S/O Haj Maroon, Abdul Sattar S/O 
.Abdulla, Mohamed Hashim S/O Jan Mohamed, 
.Abdula S/O Jan Mohamed, Mohamed Isaak S/6 
Jan Mohamed, .Abdul Shakoor S/O .Abdul Rihman. 

Messrs. A. Hajee Dossul and Sons are also 
army contractors and auctioneers, and have the 
honour of special appointment to H. E. Sir Leslie 
Wilson, Governor of Bombay. Their telegraphic 
address is “ Islam,” and the’ codes used bv them 
are the .ABC 5th and 6th editions, and Bcntlev’s. 


No establishment in Elphinstone Street is more 
noteworthy than the large and handsome building 
of Messrs. A. Hajee Dossul and Sons, the weli- 
known universal suppliers of Karachi. Their 
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large department store is impressive not only by 
reason of its architecture, but also because of the 
spaciousness of its interior and the variety of its 
supplies, which include almost everything per- 
laining to modern trade. AVhile the articles pro- 
cur.able there are so comprehensive, nevertheless, 


rooms there well in advance. The other section 
of the ground floor is taken up by the entrance hall 
and drawing-room. 

The building has two storeys, and the bedrooms 



KILLARNEY HOTEL. 


are unusually spacious. Some of the apartments 
are en suite and are excellently suited for families. 

Besides the main building there are various 
annexes, and there is accommodation for between 
fifty and sixty people. The Killarney is under the 
personal supervision of Mr. and Mrs. Marder, who 
are unsparing in their efforts for the comfort and 
welfare of their guests. 
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BURJORJEE COWASJEE and CO., Stevedores, Contractors 
Landing, Shipping and Forwarding Agents, Bunder Road, Opposite Merewether Clock Tower. 


The business of Messrs. Burjorjee Cowasjee and 
Co. illustrates admirably the enormous ramifica- 
tions and requirements associated with the 
shipping trade, for to that trade they cater with 
knowledge and ability that have accrued as the 
result of their comprehensive experience thereof 
since they commenced business as stevedores, con- 
tractors, landing, shipping, and forwarding agents 
in 1890. What they do not know about their 
avocation may well be regarded as in the category 
of the negligible. Their well organised service 
includes the supply of provisions, hardware, paints 
and oils, and indeed ever3'thing pertaining to the 
complete outfit of a steamer. They have also 
excellent facilities and resources in connection with 


all matters associated with the reception, storage, 
and despatch of cargo, and operate for many'’of 
the leading firms in India, including Messrs. Sliav, 
W allace and Co. ; James Finlay and Co. ; Asiatic 
Petroleum Co., Ltd. ; Burma Oil Co., Ltd. ; Ando 
Persian Oil Co., Ltd. ; Gill and Co. ; Lansjley a^icl 
Co. ; E. Spinner and Co. ; Martin and Co.'; B'engal 
Iron Works, etc. 

The founder of the concern, Mr. Burjorjee 
Cowasjee, died in 1926, and it is now carried on 
by his nephew, Mr. Dorabi E. Shroff, and iiis 
cousins, Messrs. S. N. and F. R. Modi. The 
firm’s telegraphic address is “ Ratan,” Karachi, 
and their codes are Watkin’s Standard and Scott’s 
(1916). 


BRISTOL HOTEL, Bleak House Road. 


There is probably no hotel designation more 
universal throughout the British Empire than that 
of the Bristol, and it would be very interesting to 
ascertain exactly the reason thereof. Like the 



BRISTOL HOTEL. 


busy seaport on the Lower Avon, Karachi has 
its Clifton, a beautiful and popular seaside 
resort only a short drive from the Bristol 
Hotel, which is the largest hotel building 
in Karachi. That establishment was built as the 
mansion of a wealthy Parsi, and the extraordinary 
spaciousness of the interior arrangements, especi- 


ally' of the bedrooms and verandahs on all the tlircc 
floors, is in striking contrast to the necessitous 
economy that now obtains in all building opera- 
tions. The person for whom the huge building was 
erected apparently had plenty of money to indulge 
in roomy expenditure as much as he desired. Tlie 
spaciousness of the accommodation is the chief 
feature of the Bristol Hotel — huge bedrooms, cacli 
with its own big dressing room, separatewhitc-tilcd 
lavatory, and white-tiled bathroom witli enamelled 
bath and wash basin and hot and cold running 
water. No hotel in India can beat the Bristol in 
these assets. The apartments open on to great 
balconies with handsomely tiled floors. 

On the ground floor is the attractive lounge hall 
and reading-room, also a tastefully appointed 
drawing-room that is used for private clinner 
parties, etc., from time to time. The cuisine is 
excellent and all details of the management are 
under the personal supervision of Mr. and Mr.s. 
Wysman. The W'orthy proprietor is _ the only 
Wy'sman in the East — so his numerous friends .s.i) . 
many of them are widely travelled and periodica 
sojourners at his hospitable place. He was 
ger of the United Services Club at Simla for elevin 
y'ears before he took over the Bristol in 19-** 


THE INDO-PERSIAN 
Import and Export Merchants and Manufacturers’ 

Never has there been greater necessity for 
accuracy and knowledge, for skill and enterprise, 
than in these strenuous times. Competition is 
constantly increasing in every department of busi- 
ness and profesional activity, and there is no room 
nor tolerance for mediocrity’ in seiwice or supplies. 
Success is now only obtainable by exposition of 
the superlative in ways and means and the ideals 
behind it. In no country in the world is this great 
compelling force towards the highest achievements 
more imp'ressively demonstrated than in Germany, 
where from the "debacle of the Great War has 


TRADING COMPANY, , 

Representatives, Ipeco Iluildings, Victoria H * 

arisen a national combination of 
industrial effort that is as universal lo its ,ipp 
tion and utility as the requirements of 
The ports dealt w'ith in this volume, as \.c a 
rest of the world, bear witness to tlie ‘ L' 

growing influence of German enterprise a • . 

in meeting local needs and 1*’^' 
specialised requirements in all J’' 

ICarachi, for instance, a very . 

in that connection is afford«I by le 
The Indo-Persian Tr.adjng Co., from vli ^ ^ 
chants throughout British India, u 
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Afghanistan, Mesopotamia, Persia, etc., get their 
replenisliings of stocks of merchandise of the most 
comprehensive character. 

Those familiar with the commerce of Karachi 
need no introduction to the master mind behind 
the business in question, viz., Mr. Hans Forstner, 
who began operations there in 1902. When the 
Great War broke out the excellent concern which 
he had built up had, of course, to remain in 
abeyance ; but when peace was restored to the 
shattered world, Mr. Forstner resumed his activi- 
ties, and is now engaged on a greater scale than 
ever. He has branches and agencies throughout 


prints and advertising materials, shoe and leather- 
ware, glass, porcelain and earthenware, hardware 
and brushware, wine, beer and provisions, and the 
overwhelming medlej^ of things sustaining the 
bazaar trade of India are supplied by The Indo- 
Persian Trading Co. with minute understanding 
of the psychology of the vast medley of the 
country’s people and their preferments. The firm 
are representatives of a huge association of Ger- 
man and Continental manufacturers as well as of 
British and American houses, and their importa- 
tions include almost everything pertaining to 
modern trade, from general sundries to machinery 



TRADE-MARK OF THE INDO-PERSIAN TRADING COMPANY. 


the countries mentioned, and is assisted by his 
sons and a daughter, each well trained in the 
intricacies of his flourishing business. The show- 
rooms of the “ Ipeco Buildings ” represent a 
miniature Leipzig Fair. Therein may be seen 
large and interesting assortments of samples of 
the multifarious lines of German and Continental 
products, on the basis of which orders are regis- 
tered for supply direct from the factories by col- 
lective shipments. Jewellery and precious metal- 
ware, clocks and watches, toys and fancy goods, 
celluloid, galalith and rubber goods, steel and iron- 
ware, tools and machinery, electrical goods, 
building materials and contractors’ supplies, 
vehicles and sports requisites, furniture and travel- 
ling requisites, lampware, wooden and caneware, 
musical instruments, perfumery and chemicals, 
paints and varnishes, paper and stationery, art 


of all kinds. They are also exporters of hides, 
skins, and animal products, and in that connection 
Mr. Forstner is an expert of unsurpassed know- 
ledge, based on twenty-five years’ experience. At 
the end of 1927 he took over most of the agencies 
of Messrs. .Kerr, Tarruck and Co., who were one 

of the oldest firms at Karachi and had gone into 
• * » ® 
liquidation. 

Mr. Forstner is always on the lookout to extend 
his connections, and invites inquiries from over- 
seas’ firms desirous of' entering the markets of 
India or extending whatever interests they may 
already have there. His bankers are the National 
Bank of India, Ltd., Darmstaedter and National 
Bank, and the Banco Nacional Ultramarino. His 
cable address is “ Ipeco,” Karachi, and he uses 
all the standard codes. 


T. A. JEEWANJI and SONS, 

Importers of Motor Cars, Oil Engines, Pumps, Hardware, Building Materials, etc., 223, Bunder Road. 


Tiie largest and finest showroom for motor cars in 
Karachi is the one where Messrs. T. A. Jeewanji 
and Sons display the Morris-Oxford and Morris- 
Cowley cars, and Robson oil engines, for which 
Ihey are sole local dealers. But the fine showroom 
IS only a portion of that firm’s premises, which 
occupy an area of 2,200 square yards, and accom- 
modate a stock of materials of the most comprehen- 
sive description, including an exceptionally large 
assortment of spare parts and accessories for the 
oars mentioned, as well as for the Ford vehicles, 
the Robson oil engines. 

During the Great War Messrs. T. A. Jeewanji 
und Sons rendered excellent service to the Govern- 
ment by the supply of motor cars an'd spare parts, 
2 2 


which they sent chiefly to Busra and Chaklala. 
From 1914 to 1925 they were the Karachi agents 
for the Ford Motor Co. until that concern opened 
its own branch at Karachi. 

Besides operating with enterprise and abilitv in 
everything pertammg to the motor trade, Messrs, 
T. A. Jeew.anji and Sons are also large suppliers 
of materials and tools of all sorts for use in con- 
nection with the construction of buildings, roads, 
bridges, railways, Municipality and irrigation pur- 
poses. They have been established since 1912. 
Their telegraphic address is ” Enginstore ” 
Karachi, and the codes used by them are the .A B C 
5th and 6th editions, and Bentlev’s. 




3S6 


SEAPORTS OF INDIA AND CEYLON. 


T. COSSER and CO., LTD., Engineers, Ironfounders, Contractors, Metal Merchants, 
Head Office and Godowns : Wood Street; Workshops: McLeod Road. 


The founder of the business of Messrs. T. Cosser 
and Co., Ltd., Mr. T. Cosser, arrived at Karachi 
in 1859 in order to take charge of the mechanical 
works of the railway then being constructed in 
Sind. There were no wharves nor landing stages 
at Karachi at that time, and the handling of heavy 
railway materials was a most tedious operation, 
taxing to the fullest extent the patience as well 
as the skill of all concerned in development. Inci- 
dentally it may be added that the principal com- 
mercial houses of the city now stand upon what 
was originally nothing but a huge swamp. 

In the year 1866 serious floods did considerable 
damage to the line, and partially wrecked the fine 
bridge over the Malir River, about nine miles from 
Karachi, carrying away several of the piers and 
spans. Mr. Cosser was contemplating a return 
on leave to England when that calamity occurred, 
but he was approached by the agent and chief 
engineer of the railway with a view to his taking 
up the contract for the repair of the bridge and 
for raising the structure a further six feet in order 
to safeguard it from future damage by floods. 

In partnership with Mr. D. Mackenzie, Mr. 
Cosser undertook the contract, which he carried out 
successfully, and he subsequently founded the first 
engineering works at Karachi under the name of 
Mackenzie, Cosser and Co. 

Shortly afterwards they built the Scotch Church 
and reconstructed a portion of the Napier 
Barracks. 

The firm then began to build canal bridges and 
sluices, and to carry out other works of a similar 
character for the Public Works Department. In 
1S73, when a commencement was made with the 
construction of the Indus Valley Railwaj', they 
secured contracts for dealing with earthworks. 
The partners subsequently went farther afield and 
executed contracts in Beluchistan and on the 
Harnai Railway, between Sibi and Quetta. While 
the latter work was in progress in 1875 Mr. D. 
Mackenzie died, and Mr. Cosser then carried on 
the business on his own account. In 1882 he 
entered into an undertaking to construct the Merry- 
wether Pier, which was the first development of 
Karachi as a port, and the foundation stone of this 
structure was laid by the Marquis of Ripon, then 


Governor-General of India. Following this, special 
attention wps devoted to the business in the direc- 
tion of marine engineering, and an extensive trade 
was carried on in the building of barges. But tlie 
erection of structures in the town was not 
neglected. Amongst these were the Sind Club 
and the lighthouse at Manora ; while an active part 
was also taken by the firm in connection with the 
water supply and drainage of Karachi. 

Messrs. T. Cosser and Co-, Ltd. (incorporated 
in 1909), have constructed very many of tlie oil 
tanks of the big oil companies’ installations in 
Sind and elsewhere, a considerable proportion of 
the buildings in connection with the Lloyd Siikkur 
Barrage Project, and many roofings of the build- 
ings of the Karachi Aerodrome. 

The firm have done much important work in tlie 
Punjab for the Public Works Department, and 
their connections with the military extend to the 
frontier of India. 

Their works in McLeod Road occupy an area 
of nearly four acres, and are equipped witli a 
plant that embraces the most modern machine tools 
for the manipulation of iron and steel in every way. 
The equipment includes electric as well as oxy- 
acetylene welders, hydraulic presses, power hack 
saws, pneumatic hammers and riveters, and indeed 
practically' everything that has been invented for 
the perfection of process and result in metal and 
wood working. 

The company’s other premises in Wood Street 
and Queen’s Road occupy an area of about^ six 
acres, and are devoted chiefly' to the firm’s activities 
as constructional engineers. The transportation 
facilities of these premises arc greatly facilitated 
by' the connection which runs into them from the 
main line of the Great Western Railway. Ke- 
sources of considerable magnitude arc also pr<- 
sented in the various stores for all kinds of iron 
and steel, pumps, machine tools, and genera 
engineering requirements supplied by the company. 

Mr. T. Cosser died in 1921. The directors nmv 
are Messrs. W. D. Young, Chairman; V K- 
Carstairs, O.B.E., Managing Director ; and K. • 
Young, Secretarv. The company’s ' 

address is ” Cosser,” Karachi, and they use Ben - 
ley'’s code. 


SALLEH MOHAMED OOMER DOSSAL, 
Bankers, IMerchants, and Commission Agents, Napier Road. 


The business carried on under the name of Sallch 
Mohamed Oomer Dossal is one of the largest 
Mohamedan undertakings in Karachi, and has 
been established since 1870. The head office is 
in Napier Road, and there are branches of it at 
Bombav, agencies in Persia, .Arabia, Java, and 
Afauritius, and representatives all over India. The 
firm are well-known bankers, merchants, and com- 
mission agents. Their imports consist chiefly of 


•ain, sugar, piece-goods, dates, molasses, cl 
id their'exports arc grain, sugar, cotton, sc i - 
c. Messrs. Salleh Mohamed Oomer L , 
lie agents in Sind for Sir Jacob Belircn-- am 
anufacturers of woollen good.s, Brad ^ 

e likewise agents for the .Arab line o . ‘ 

lie senior proprietor is Mr, 
ohamed and the other partner is ns 
r. A'ussuf Haji .Abdul .Ahim. 
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CARLTON HOTEL, Bonus Road. 


No one who visits Karachi can be unaware of the 
Carlton Hotel that is such a well-known institution 
of the town and a very noteworthy contribution to 
local assets and amenities. It is not always easy 
to obtain accommodation at the Carlton, 
and wise people arrange for their rooms there well 
in advance, for the place is very popular. The 
reason for that popularit}'^ will be at once apparent 
to everyone who stays there — it is so clean and 
comfortable, so quiet and homelike, and the food 
is first-rate in qualit)’, variettq and service. The 
Carlton is utterly different from the great, noisy 
hotels of large cities. It is a home from home, 
a place of refreshing, unbroken sleep, a place to 
work or dream in without disturbance by the dis- 
tressing sounds and conditions that are so pre- 
valent throughout the Orient. 

The attractions of the Carlton are sustained and 
enhanced b}' the fact that the worth}' proprietress, 
Mrs. Croal, personally superintends every detail 
of her establishment, which, accordingly, provides 
a pleasing contrast to the hotel of the ordinary 
limited liability company whose chief concern is 
the dividend, and the directors of which know little 
if anything of the infinity of apparent trivialities 
that in the aggregate make or mar success in 
catering to public requirements. 

The quaint general ensemble of the building 
forming the Carlton is the result of gradual 
development from a very modest beginning. Thus, 
for instance, the little sitting-room in the building 
facing the main structure used to be the dining- 


room, and is vastly different from the large dining- 
room which, on Saturday nights presents a gay 
scene when dancing is in progress. The atmos- 
phere of the Carlton is one of refinement — so many 
notable people go there, and the signatures in the 
guest-book are very interesting. 



CARLTON HOTEL. 


The hotel is very conveniently situated, being 
exactly opposite to the Cantonment Railway 
Station and near to the Sind Club, the Gymkana, 
and the polo ground. It has been under Mrs. 
Croal’s supervision since 1915, and was previously 
known as Reynold’s Hotel. It is not very large — 
it has only 47 bedrooms ; but they are all well 
arranged and nicely furnished ; a number of them 
are en suite, and all have their own bathrooms and 
electric lights. 


BYRAMJEE EDULJEE, Wines and Spirits, Groceries and Provisions, 
Manufacturers of Aerated Waters and Ice, etc., Victoria Buildings, Victoria Road. 


It is good to be engaged in a business that is of 
great utility, for many people obtain their living 
by activities that could well be dispensed with and 
the time and energy spent on them diverted to 



PREMISES OF BYRAMJEE EDULJEE. 


better purposes. In the multifarious spheres of 
operation by which the commerce and industry of 
Karachi and the other ports of India are sustained, 
there is none more necessitous and commendable 
man one like that carried on under the name of 
byramjee Eduljee — an undertaking that plays an 
"uportant and influential part in the routine of 
many of local homes. The business has been 
ainiliar in connection with commissariat supplies 


since 1S70, when it was founded by the gentleman 
whose name it bears, and who died in 1911. It 
is now conducted by his sons, Messrs. Framjee, 
Ratonjee, Ardeshir, and Pirozshaw Byramjee 
Eduljee, who worthily uphold the traditions and 
ideals by which their highly respected father 
attained success. 

The firm are noted for the variety as well as 
the high-class quality of their supplies, and their 
comprehensive catalogue is a pleasing enlio-hten- 
ment regarding the thoroughness with which they 
operate, containing, as it does, the names of prac- 
tically everything of the best that can be mentioned 
in connection with provisions and wines and spirits 
etc. ’ 

Messrs. Byramjee Eduljee’s premises, occupying 
an area of about 2,200 square yards in Victoria 
Road, form one of the most noteworthv combina- 
tions of essential supplies in Karachi. One section, 
for instance, is devoted to the manufacture of 
aerated waters and non-alcoholic drinks of evcr\- 
description. The water is obtained direct from the 
town supply, and conveyed to settling and filterin'^ 
tanks, where it is passed through a superior germ 
removing filter and led direct to the machine': in 
pure tin-lined pipes. It i? thus untouched hv hand 
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throughout the entire process. The bottles are 
washed in special tanks by an ingenious contriv- 
ance, and finally rinsed with filtered water direci 
from the pipes. The gas used is absolutely pure, 
and all essences, syrups, etc., are prepared accord- 
ing to the British Pharmacopceia. Consequently, 
the firm are able to guarantee theabsolute purity of 
their productions, and this purity is further im- 
pressively endorsed by the reports and certificates 
which they have received for the purity and high 
quality of their waters from various places of 
eminent authority, including the Institute of 
Hygiene, London ; the London School of Brewing 
and Chemistry Laboratory, London ; and the Grant 
Medical College, Bombay. 

Another part' -of Messrs. Byramjee Eduljee’s 
premises comprises a factory, equipped with an 
up-to-date plant of machinery, for the manufac- 
ture of ice from pure filtered water and with a 
productive capacity of thirty tons daily. Another 
factory is under construction which will also 
have a capacity of thirty tons. 

Victoria Building, as the premises are called, 
likewise has attractive refeshment rooms and a 
bar. 

The firm are Army, Nav)', and Government con- 
tractors, and have branches in the city and at 


Keamari. The}' are sole proprietors of S. F 
Wyeed’s condiments, which are well known 
throughout the world, and are also sole agents in 
Karachi for : 

Girard & Co., Tonnay Charente, France, Brandios 
Charles Wright & Sons, London, Scotch Whiskies' 
Donald Fisher & Co., Edinbtirgh, Scotch Whiskies ' 
Alex. Duff & Co., Glasgow, Scotch Whiskies. 

Fisher, Macdonald & Co., Glasgow, Scotch Whiskies. 
Muir, ^lackenzie, & Co., London and Glasgow, Scotch 
Whiskies. 

Kinross, Douglas, & Co., London and Glasgow, Scoteli 
"Whiskies. 

Thompson, Taylor, & Co., London and Glasgow, Sooicli 
Whiskies. 

W. Teacher & Sons, Liverfiool, Scotch Whiskies. 
Ronald Campbell & Co., Liverpool, Scotcli Whiskies. 
Alex. Andreae Kraay & Co., Bordeaux, Wines. 
Gonzalez, Byass & Co., London, Sherries. 

A. C. A. Nolet & Co., Holland, Geneva. 

C. N. Kopke, Oporto, Port. 

Eigold & Bergmann, Germany, Pilseneer Beer. 

AV. E. Johnson & Co., Beer and Stout. 

Hayward, Tjder & Co., London, Aerated-Water 
Macliinei"}'. 

W. J. Bush & Co., London, Essential Oils and 
Essences. 

Kousanie Tea Co., Ltd., Gumaon. 

The telegraphic address of Messrs. Byrnmjee 
Eduljee is “ Byramedco,” Karachi, and the codes 
used by them are the ABC, 5lh edition, and 
Bentley’s. 


HOAR and CO., 

Tailors and Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Complete Outfitters, Elphinstone Street. 


The headquarters of Messrs. Hoar and Co. are 
at Bombay, and are described on page 252. Their 
branch at Karachi is one of the largest shopping 
resorts in that town ,* it occupies an area of 10,000 
square feet, and gives employment to about fifty 
persons. The activities carried on there are meant 
to convey very much more than can be expressed 
in stereotyped phraseology. Everything has its 
expression, elaborate or simple, readily understood 
or difficult of perception. The garments produced 
by Messrs. Hoar and Co. are meant to express the 
delight of the superlative in sartorial art as well 
as in practical utility. They are turned out with 
conscious pride of their merit for individuals able 
to differentiate between superiority and inferiority, 
who are all fastidious about the little details beyond 
the consciousness of the unobservant and the 
uninitiated. It is the fastidious dresser who can 
best appreciate the fabrics and workmanship 


associated with the business — the man of discern- 
ment and consequence, whose personality radiates 
knowledge and efficiency. So it is ever in tlic 
matter of clothes, good clothes that fit perfectly 
because perfectly made and of perfect materials. 
Suits are made by Messrs. Hoar and Co. at their 
Karachi branch in twelve hours, if required, under 
the supervision of an expert London cutter. At 
Bombay the firm confine themselves entirely to 
gentlemen’s tailoring and outfitting; but at 
Karachi they are enterprising ladies’ outfiUers 
also, and in their departments devoted to feminine 
requirements the latest fashions are seen in capti- 
vating dresses, millinery, and all the charming 
details of the apparel of the fair sex. ^^essrs. Hoar 
and Co. opened their Karachi branch in iqia, and 
it is in charge of a practical English manager, 
whose courteous attention makes shopping there 
a pleasure. 


THE SIND TYPEWRITING CO,, Wholesale Paper Merchants and Stationers, etc., Bunder Road 

I 


Not many decades ago clerical work was conducted 
by methods that had remained practically un- 
changed for centuries ; and the waste of time and 
eftbrr which resulted in that connection was never 
realised until vividly demonstrated by the new 
inventions which soon followed each other with 
surprising rapidity, and relegated former w.ays 
to the limbo of the obsolete. The gre.at evolution 
in question led to the formation, in 1907, of The 
Sind Tvpewriting Co., whose activities are very 
much more comprehensive than the restrictions 


suggested by their name. They arc large im 
porters of papers of all sorts, strawhoarr 5,^ lOo ■ 
binding cloth, and every article of sla jon ^ 
They 'have in the vicinity of their prcmiS '- • 
Bunder Road another establishment v.Iiere r • 
operate as general printers and 
firm have connections throiighout India, an i y 
plov a staff of travellers who tour all 
country. Their telegraphic address is yr 
experts,” and the codes tiscd^ h;. 1 um • 

.-\ B C 5th edition and Bentley s. 
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ADELPHI HOTEL. 


UiCTu, November, 1927, the Adelphi Hotel was not 
regarded as amongst the best hotels in Karachi. 
Certainly the elite did not go there, and the com- 
mercial travellers of consequence, who are and 
should be the best judges of hotels, did not give 
it as their address during the period of their 
sojourn in the town. It served a useful purpose 
in its way, doubtless, but not one that was pro- 
claimed with enthusiastic appreciation. Since 
then, however, a great change has been eft'ected 
as the result of the advent of the hotel’s new 
owner, Mr. Joseph Failla, an American gentle- 
man with nearly thirty years experience of hotel 
keeping, who is certainlj' manifesting in his con- 
trol of the Adelphi all those details of good 
management that are greatly appreciated, especi- 
ally in India, where so much is left to the 
haphazard attention of native employees. 

The situation of the Adelphi is exceptionally 
advantageous, being at tbe end of Karachi’s chief 
shopping thoroughfare, Elpliinstone Street, and 
close to the principal clubs, theatres, etc. The 
land occupied is about two acres, and is nicely laid 
out. The hotel has accommodation for about 
twenty-five persons, and comprises two separate 
buildings in which everything has been brought 
into line with modern requirements, including 
sanitation. Thus, the Adelphi is the only local 
hotel with electric call bells in each room. All 
the apartments also have their own bathrooms 


with modern baths and running water and are 
comfortably and suitably furnished. 

Amongst the improvements effected by Mr. 
Failla is the new dining-room on the upper floor 
of the front building, and it opens into a 
balcony attractively appointed with easy chairs 



ADELPHI HOTEL. 


and couches. The floor of the new dining-room 
is covered with high-qualit}' fibre matting as In 
Japan, and the artistic as well as utilitarian effect 
is further enhanced by other coloured matting on 
the walls in the form of a dado. The old dining- 
room still remains on the ground floor, and in con- 
the walls in the form of a dado. The old dining- 
this being a greatly appreciated feature that is not 
possessed by any other hotel in Karachi. It has 
also the unique distinction in Karachi of possessing 
an orchesra that plays every evening from 
8 o’clock till 11.30. 


THE C. and I. ENGINEERING COMPANY, 

Machinery Importers, Manufacturers and Exporters, Tahilram Khemcband Road. 


The interpretation of the name of the business 
indicated above is The Commercial and Industrial 
Engineering Co. While operating as machinery 
importers, manufacturers, and exporters, the 
firm’s chief activities are devoted to oil-expellers 
and oil-mill machiner}' , and in that connection they 
have developed an important service that is grow- 
ing in influence and appreciation throughout India, 
where hundreds of factories have been equipped 
With their celebrated specialities. Amongst these 
IS the famous Anderson oil-expeller, for which the 
E. and I. Engineerino- Co. are chief agents in 
India. 

The capacity of one Anderson expeller ranges 
trom 450 lbs. per hour on shelled groundnuts to 

000 lbs, on copra and other materials in proportion. 

1 he operation is simple, automatic, and continuous. 
After the seeds are cleaned thej* are elevated, or 
put by hand, inlo the machine, and there pressed 
in a perforated steel cylinder in which revolves a 
senes of steel screws mounted on a shaft, and so 
arranged as to produce a gradually increasing 
pressure. This pressure has been found by experi- 
uients to be 20,000 lbs. per square inch on the 
material, nearly seven times as much as is exerted 
1.' the liydraulic press, and this without anv expen- 
sne and space-filling accessories nccessarv to a 
wdraulic press. 


Another advantage of the Anderson expeller is 
that the material can be pressed whole, i.e., with- 
out grinding, though for best results a roller-mill 
is recommended. So successful has the Anderson 
oil-expeller proved that many spurious imitations 
have come upon the market. In every case these 
cheap machines have never equalled the capacity 
of the Anderson expeller ; and the high percentage 
of oil left by them in the cake makes them ve^ 
much more expensive in the long run than the 
Anderson expeller. 

The C. and I. Engineering Co. are always 
pleased to give to interested persons a basis 
account for an expeller-mill, showing the monthly 
working expenses and the monthly income, on the 
basis of which anyone can find out what’ will be 
gained or lost by the installing of an expeller 
Roughly, an Anderson expeller will earn Rs coo 
to Rs. 2,500 per month at an outlav of from 
Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 25,000 on the 'plant and 
Rs. 20,000 on seeds. 

The company’s excellent service includes the 
advice and assistance of trained engineers of long 
and extensive practical study and ex-perience of the 
Anderson expeller. They also lend the services of 
graduate chemists for advice on chemical problems 
of the oil industry, and have a training srhool for 
operators and managers. 
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They also supply crude-oil engines, boilers, filter 
presses, seed cleaners, seed crushing rollers, ele- 
vators, shafting, gearing, belting, and everything 
required for a complete installation of an oil- 
expeller mill. They submit drawings and designs 
of plants and also detailed drawings for erection 
to suit existing mills ; and, they keep one or two 
machines always available for trial. Furthermore, 
they clairn to be the only firm in India suppl3dng 
and erecting oil-refining, deodorising, decolouris" 
ing, and oil-hardening plants from the smallest 
units to the largest size. 

_ The C. and I. Engineering Co. have been estab- 
lished since 1917, and have a branch at 36-38, 
Hummum Street, Bombay. Their telegraphic 


Karachi and Bombay is 
Efficient,” and their codes arc the ABC -th 
and 6th editions, Bentley’s, Blitz, and private!' 

The managing proprietor is Mr. H. N. Phcnvani, 
who is a well known, writer and worker for the 
economic as well as physical and spiritual welfare 
of the people. He is the principal of a technical 
institute at Sukkur, and the founder of the 
National Life Building Institute, President of the 
Bhatia Sewa-Sammitti, and Secretary of the 
Shikarpur Panchayat. Professor S. N.’Plierwani 
was a partner in the business for five years and is 
now retired. He was the Professor of Sociology 
and Civics at the University of Bombay. 


A. C. CUMPER, 

Proprietor of the CAFE GRAND, Victoria Road, and the CENTRAL HOTEL, Merewetlier Road. 


Situated in the heart of the European section of' 
the city, the Cafe Grand is a popular place for 
refreshments of all kinds. That, however, is only 
a minor phase of its utility, for Mr. A. C. Cumper, 



CAFE GRAND. 

its proprietor, is the leading baker and confec- 
tioner in Karachi, and his productions, including 
sweets of all kinds, are of a quality that challenges 
comparison with the best imported. 

The services of Mr. Cumper as a caterer are 
well taken advantage of and highly appreciated 
for weddings, dinners, parties, and festive occa- 
sions of every description. His facilities and 
resources in that connection are admirable, and 


everything committed to his trust is c.irricd 
through with the abilitj' accruing through long 
experience of the work. 

Mr. Cumper is also proprietor of the Central 
Hotel, which is one of the best establishments of 
that kind in Karachi. With its annexes it has 
accommodation for twentj'-live persons, and is 
fitted up for the utmost comfort and convenience, 
including modern sanitation. Each of the bed- 
rooms has its own bathroom with running water. 
The cuisine is excellent in evcri’ way, and the 
hotel, lighted throughout by electricity, overlooks 
the Gymkana, and, like the neighbouring Cafe 
Grand, is in the centre of the European social 
activities. 

Mr. Cumper has been in the catering line all 
his business career. His first experience of 
it out of England was with the British Army 
during the Egyptian campaign of 1885, when he 
was entrusted with the headquarters mess. There- 
after he proceeded to India, and started in busi- 
ness for himself at Mussoorie, branching tnit 
eventually at Lahore, Rawalpindi, and Murree. 
In 1915 he established himself at Karachi, where 
he is assisted by his sons, Herbert and James, 
Another son, Mr. A. E. Cumper, is in business 
for himself in the same line at Quetta. 


A. K. MANDVIWALA, Metal and Hardware Alercliant, Bunder Road. 


Tm; leading metal and hardware merchants in 
Karachi are nearly all Mohamedans, and most of 
them have their offices in Bunder Road. Amongst 
such undertakings is the business of Mr. A. K. 
Mandviwala, which is one of the largest of the 
kind in the town. It was established in 1861 by 
the gentleman whose name it bears, grandfather 
of the present proprietor, Mr. T. A. Mandviwala, 
who worthily sustains the traditions and ideals by 
which his grandfather and father carried on their 
trade and won the esteem of all with whom they 


came in contact. Mr. Mandviwala supph'^ 
Government and militari' departments, Imim-' 
States, railways, municipalities, etc., and lia' '^0 
widely spread connections in Imlia and ' 

He is agent for the Standard Oil Co,, o. . ' 
Fork. His telegraphic address is ” h’tceibeam^^ 
Karachi, and the codes used by him arc tii‘. ■ ‘ 

jth and 6th editions, and Bentley’s. His 
Gulamal T. Mandviwain, is agent in Slr.d am. - 
[’unjab for the Gnodi'car lyre Co. 
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GHULAMHUSEIN EBRAHIMJI ANTARIA and SONS, 

Importers of Hardware, Min Stores, and Engineering Tools, etc. Head Office: Marriot Road. 

Karachi is noteworthy for the numerous well- a place which is so much in the making’ as Karachi, 
known Indian firms who have been established and accordingly they transact an extensive trade 

there for many years._ Amongst these are Messrs. there as well as throughout Sind and the neigh- 

Ghulamhusein Ebrahimji Antaria and Sons, whose bouring provinces. Their head offices are in 



OLD JAIL ROAD BRANCH OF GHULAMHUSEIN BUNDER ROAD BRANCH OF GHULAMHUSEIN 
EBRAHIMJI ANTARIA and SONS. EBRAHIMJI ANTARIA >and SONS. 



HEAD OFFICES OF GHULAMHUSEIN EBRAHIMJI ANTARIA and SONS. 


business was founded in 1858, and is one of the Sind for The Rossendale Belting Co., Bradford, 

largest of the local concerns devoted to general Their telegraphic address is “ Shabir,” Karachi, 

hardware, mill stores, engineering tools, and sun- and the codes used by them are the ABC 5th 

dries. The firm’s supplies are exactly suited to and 6th editions, Bentley’s, and private. 


J. B. ADVANI and CO., LTD., 

Importers of Paper and Printing Materials, Stationers, etc., Mangaldas Road, 

Messrs, J. B. Advaxi axd Co., Ltd., specialise in Tetter & Co., J^ipzig; Printing 

the importation of paper and printing materials of Printing 

ever,- ■ 1 ,• 5 J i- '-'Olding Atfg. Co., Fr.^nkl^n, Mass. ; Print 

e'er 3 description, including type and machinery, Eockstroh-Werke A. G.,neiclenan ; Print 

as well as stationery, and are amongst the leading Holliston Mills, Inc., Norwood, :Mass.; : 

inns in that connection in India. Accordingly, The business was started in iqos’ 

t leir service and supplies they have done and ^vas formed into a limited liability 
nnH enhancement of typography jg,-. xiie Managing Directors are'M 

for a ^ activities in Karachi and elsewhere, Malkani, Vasanmaf K. Malkani * 

i;.,J °'^''oting special attention, as they do, to the Lalvani. and B. B. Advanl Br.nnnL, 


^ rncntioned, they are better able to meet all 
■inds of requirements tiierein than would other- 
"ise be possible. Thev are, for instance, sole 
agents for ; 

-^.^ySfevens A: Co., Ltd.. London; Types, 
i Leipzig: Printing Macliinery. 

“-later Palmer. London; Manufacturers of Printimi 
Inks. 


M. M. Vetter & Co., Leipzig; Printing Machinery 
Gebnider Brehmor, Leipgig: Printing Machinery' 
Golding Mfg Cb.,Fr.anklin, Mass. ; Printing .Macbinery 
Eocksf roli-M erke A. G^.Ifeidenan ; Printing iMacliincr'v 
Holhston Mills, Inc., ^onvood, :Mass.; Binding Clotli. 

The business was started in igo8, and the firm 
was formed into a limited liability company in 
1925. Tlie Managing Directors are’Messrs. K. P. 
Malkani, Vasanmal K. Malkani, Jcthrnal T. 
Lalvani. and B. B. Advani. Branches of the con- 
cern are established at Lahore, Bombay, and 
Madras, and the firm’s travellers tour throughout 
India. 7 'Jic telegraphic addre.ss is “ Premier ” 
at Karachi, “ Bondpaper,” at Bombay and Mad- 
ras, and “ Treadles.” at Lahore, and the codes 
used are the A B C 5th and 6th editions. Bentlcv’^ 
and L'niversal. - ' ’ 
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THE HAYDN COMPANY, Piano Manufacturers and Importers of I\Iusical Merchandise 

Dundas Street. ' 


If music is Love hunting for a word, the vocabu- 
lary of The Haydn Co. is very expressive, and in 
that language of sweet sounds and harmonies 



PREMISES OF THE HAYDN COMPANY. 


which requires no interpretation anywhere in the 
world. They may rightly be called the minstrels 
of Sind as well as suppliers of all that scientific 


knowledge and skill have achieved in the produc- 
tion of everything pertaining to tlie finest of tlie 
fine arts. Their stock of musical merchandise 
IS certainly most comprehensive, and every mail 
brings to them the latest music productions. ’ Thev 
provide musical instruments of every description 
with the exception of those made of brass, which 
is ruined in appearance by the local climate, and 
has as its substitute electro-plate or silver. 
Pioneers and chief representatives of their trade 
in Karachi, their long experience and knowledge 
thereof finds demonstration in their service and 
supplies. They are actual manufacturers of 
pianos, and their staff of workmen includes ex- 
perts whose lifetime has been devoted to the con- 
struction and repair of pianos ; so that it is not 
surprising that the Haydn pianos substantiate 
their popularity, for they are built specially to 
withstand the ravages of the local climate and of 
materials best adapted for the purpose. 

The Haydn Co. arc also importers of foreign 
pianos, including the well-known Chappell, Broad- 
wood, and Brasted of English make, and those 
by Sebieemayer and Soehnes and Julius Fcurich, 
Germany. The company are also agents for “ His 
Master’s Voice ” records and Deccas gramo- 
phones, and their excellent premises, covering an 
area of 2,600 square feet, include an auditorium, 
where customers may hear their records before 
purchase. 

The business was established in 1889 by a .syndi- 
cate and has been managed since 1904 by M'’- 
Theodore C. de Sousa, who is one of the most 
experienced men in his trade in the Orient. 


MERWANJI EDULJI and CO., Automobile Importers and Engineers, Garden Road. 


Mjjssrs. Merwaxji Edulji and Co. are sole dis- 
tributers in Sind, Baluchistan, Persia, and 
Afghanistan of the famous Fiat and Chrysler 
cars, which are very popular throughout India 
and the neighbouring countries as in all other parts 
of the world. They keep, of course, a large stock 
of spare parts and" accessories, and by means of 
their staff of skilled workmen and excellent equip- 
ment they are in a position to execute repairs of 
all kinds very speedily and efficiently. 

The business was founded in 1915 by Mr. 
Merwanji Edulji, who owns considerable property 
in Karachi, including more than 200 acres of land 
along the railway lines. He is also managing 
partner in the well-known firm of engineers and 
contractors, Messrs. Pallonji Edulji and Co., Avho 
have their headquarters in Charni Road, Bombay, 
and a branch in Bunder Road. Karachi. That firm 
are selling agents for the Indian Cement Co., of 
Messrs. Tata, Sons and Co. 

Messrs. Merwanji Edulji and Co., have a branch 
at Bushire, Persia, under the management of Mr. 
Godrej Merwanji, son of Mr. Merwanji Edulji, 
and sub-agencies at Duzdap and Teheran, also in 


that country. They own and operate the biisincs'! 
carried on under the name of Kandawalla and Co., 
described on page 368, 
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PATEL and SONS, Optical Supplies, Scientific Instruments, Dental Supplies, 
Cinema Requisites, Films and Slides, Elphinstone Street. 


There are many degrees of utility in modern busi- 
ness undertakings. Many could well be dispensed 
with, and the time, effort, and money expended 
on them very advantageously diverted to more 
useful directions. There is, however, no disputing 
the fact that the varied activities of Messrs. Patel 
and Sons are in the category of the highest service. 
Their business "was started in iSgg b}' Dr. K. B. 
Patel as a pharmaceutical concern, but eventually 
the firm turned their attention to all kinds of 
optical supplies and scientific instruments. Dr. 
Patel’s son, Dr. M. K. Patel, qualified as a dental 
surgeon in the United States, and is the only 
dentist in India with the German qualification of 
Dr. Med. Dent. While he has established a 
flourishing practice as the leading dentist in 
Karachi, he is also a manager of Patel and Sons. 
He looks after their large and growing depart- 
ment devoted to the supply of dental goods of all 
kinds, and is editor of the Indian Dental Review 
published by them. 

Another verj' important department is the one 
dealing with all manner of cinematograph re- 
quirements. Another of the founder’s sons, Mr. 
D. K. Patel, is at present studying cinemato- 
graphic science in Germany, for the firm have 
very ambitious projects in connection with the 
potentialities of the cinema in India for the edu- 
cation and general uplift of the people. Thus they 
were the founders and are the directors of the 
Educational Pictures Corporation, w'hose highly 
commendable objects are excellently dealt with 
jn the pamphlet on Edtication hy Visualisation 
issued by the firm, together with a relative circular 
letter from which the following is an extract : 

“ Education is the greatest need in India. The 
progress of the home, the society, the institution, 
and the countr}' depends on the knowledge and the 
acquisition of useful arts and sciences, the means 
and the methods of disease prevention and health 
promotion, and the general understanding of our 


surroundings and the world at large. It is a 
recognised fact that the information conve)'ed by 
the moving pictures (the cinema) register more 
effectively, and consequently they are more lasting, 
more convincing, and more easily grasped than 
the ones through the ear. The modern develop- 
ment and the extent of the use of educational films 
in the advanced countries of Europe and America 
are enough indications of the vast scope and the 
importance of film lessons and film education. 

Educational Pictures Corporation is organised 
to provide the facilities of education by visualisa- 
tion. It is the first and the only one of its kind 
in India, equipped w'ith the most select, interest- 
ing, and instructive films on various subjects. It 
has secured these films frorn the best educational 
film producers of America and Germany. 

Apart from the educational importance of our 
films in educational institutions of all grades and 
kinds, they provide the most interesting items of 
entertainment and education -in home, zennana, 
public gatherings, social functions, religious 
ceremonies, club meetings, * annual conferences, 
etc., where, very often, money is unnecessarily 
spent, yielding no gain either in education or in 
useful instruction.” 

Educational Pictures Corporation are the sole 
agents for Safety Projector Co., Inc., U.S.A., 
“ Zenith ” Portable Cinema Projectors, Homelite 
Corporation, U.S.A., Bruno Knittel, Germany — 
portable and travelling cinema. 

After the return of Mr. D. K. Patel from Ger- 
many and the United States, the firm intend to 
make their own educational films under Govern- 
ment as well as public patronage. 

Messrs. Patel and Sons are also established at 
Lahore (The Mall). Their cable and telegraphic 
address at both Karachi and Lahore is “ Patel- 
sons,” and the codes used by them are Bentley’s, 
and the 5th and 6th editions of the ABC. 


YUSAFALI ALIBHOY KARIMJI and CO., 

General Merchants and Commission Agents, 726 , Napier Road. 


The l\Iohamedan mercantile element in Karachi 
IS excellently represented by the large and well- 
known firm of Yusafali AHbhoy Karimji and Co., 
who have been long and influentially connected 
"ith local commerce. Their business, under its 
present name, was established in i8g6 as an off- 
shoot of another undertaking of the same family 
* 'at had been carried on since 1S55. 

^lessrs. Yusafali Alibhoy Karimji and Co. are 
•"■ge importers of piece-goods and merchandise 
of every description, and export big quantities 
p Srain to Ceylon, ^lauritius, and the ports of the 
orsian Gulf. They have well established con- 
''ections at Bombay, Calcutta, Colombo, and in 
auritius and East .Africa. They are agents for 


Messrs. Muller and Phipps, the well-known firm 
of manufacturers’ representatives, who contribute 
considerably to the trade of most of the ports 
in the Orient. ITessrs. Yusafali Alibhoy Karimji 
and Co. are also agents for the Western Assur- 
ance Co., Ltd., Eagle Star and British Dominions 
Insurance Co.. Ltd., and Gross, Sherwood and 
Hcald. Ltd., paint manufacturers, London. The 
partners in the firm are five brothers, as follows ; 
Messrs. Yusafali Alibhoy Karimji Alavi ; Gulam- 
husain .Alibhoy Karimji .Alavi; Tyebali Alibhov 
Karimji .Alavi; Mahomcdali .Alibhov Karimji 
.Alavi : .Abdulkader .Alibhoy Karimji .A*]avi. The 
telegraphic address is ‘‘ Yusafali.” 
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K, G, LOXTON and CO., Civil, Military and Sporting Tailors, Victoria Rond. 


Style is clothes is the general effect which ever)'- 
body notices, produced by careful exactness in 
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many details which pass unobserved. One person 
may spend a great deal of money on dress, and 


yet not have that dressy distinction which is so 
much desired ; while another person may spend 
only a very small amount in the same direction 
and exemplify sartorial perfection and good taste. 
It all depends on the way clothes are" made. .A 
good fit in inferior material is better than a bad 
fit in the best cloth. A perfect fit in superlative 
material is the policy by which is conducted 
the business of Messrs. K, G. Loxton and Co., 
who are keen and skilful exponents of everything 
contributing to the highest tailoring ideals. They 
know well how to embody every elegance of style 
distinction in clothes ; and the workmanship that 
emanates from their premises is equal in al! 
respects to the most fastidious tastes and require- 
ments. The firm’s establishment is very nicely 
appointed and in keeping with their high-cla.ss 
trade. 

The business was started in 1925 by ^Icssrs. 
S. G. Loxton and K. G. Punvani, who previously 
had long experience with some of the leading 
tailoring- firms in the Bombav Presidency. 


J. C. MISQUITA and CO., 

Furniture and General Merchants and Auctioneers, Misquita Building, 39, Somerset Street. 


The subtle influence exerted by furniture in every 
home is not amongst the things usually considered 
or realised, but is, nevertheless, a potent factor 
in life’s daily routine, and has a psychological 
importance on which much could be written. Thus 
articles of comparatively little intrinsic worth, but 
of frequent or long use or possession, become 
prized beyond any standards of financial value. 

Furniture requirements In Karachi are well 
supplied by Messrs. J. C. Misquita and Co., who 
have been operating in that connection for more 
than forty years, and the local homes containing 
their productions must indeed be numerous. 
A prominent feature of their business is their 
specialisation in letting out furniture on hire for 


any' period. This is a great boon to people who.'^P 
stay in Karachi is of comparatively brief duration, 
and who are able to equip their temporary lionn'!> 
at a minimum of expenditure, which would other- 
wise be impossible. 

Messrs. J. C. Misquita and Co. are also note- 
worthy for their enterprising activitiw in con- 
nection with the supply of catering requisites, such 
as furniture, glassware, earthenware, cutlery, etc., 
and many an important festive occasion is m<ii i 
successful by' means of their facilities aiu 
resources in that direction. They are, furtur 
more, auctioneers, and at their periodical s.it*; 
dispose of property of every description. 


THE STANDARD BOOKSTALL, Elphinstone Street, etc. 


Mr. Ciiaixrai Valiram, the proprietor of the busi- 
ness carried on under the name of fhe Standard 
Bookstall, started it in 1914 with a stock valued at 
about 1,500 rupees, and the success he has attained 
may be indicated by the fact that his average 
stock at anv time now in the neighbourhood of 
two lakhs of rupees. .An achievement like that is 
all the more noteworthy in view of its accomplish- 
ment bv means of the supply of literature and 
kindred" requirements, such as fancy goods, 
picture frames, etc., generally associated with 
similar undertakings. Mr. Valiram has -v-arious 
establishments — three at Karachi in Elphinstone 
Street. Daily Gazette Building, and the Rest 
Camp.' and o'thcrs at Rawalpindi. Murree, Simla, 

Dellii,’ and Pe.shawar. _ , , r 

The books he supplies cover every branch 01 


e, grave and gav, fact and fiction, ‘f’''*'''’' 
amusing. Novels especially, by the I'-.-s - 


iterature, 

ive and amusing. i>ovi;ir. . . . 

known authors, receive particular attentim - 

lim ; while in newspapers,^ f’/.f tlir 

periodicals of all kinds his business is oru 

largest in India. .Mr. ' 

mpply to order regularly any pcriodic.al ^ ^ 

part of the world. His undertaking i-- ' .j.',. 

i very u.scful one and contributes a ^ 

part to the routine of life in the V 

s so well established, providing by its s'-- v ^ 
uipplies the me.ans to_ escape 
.veariness and to kccp_ m touch y.o 1 ^ , 

lappenings in every line of .nctiw }• ^ ^ 

graphic address is “ ;r 

ised are the ABC 5tb ''"d 6rn edit. - , 

llentlev’s. 
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J. MANIKRAI and SONS, 

Manufacturing Jewellers, Silversmiths, Diamond and Precious Stone Merchants, Elphinstone Street. 


Probably few of the inany people who pass the 
premises of Messrs. J. Manikrai and Sons are 
aware of the comprehensive character, of that 
firm’s activities and the extremel}'' interesting 
departments where these are carried on. The 
commodious front shop is practicall}' all that the 
public sees of tiiis noteworthy business ; but, never- 
theless, the variety of the stock there will be greatly 
enhanced in attraction when it is known that a very 
large proportion of it is of the firm’s own manu- 
facture. Consequently, no better place can be 
found in Karachi for mementoes of Sind or gifts 
for special occasion than Messrs. J. Manikrai and 
Sons’ premises, wdiere the allurements to purchase 
are many and insidious in the form of exquisite 
designs in silver plate and jewellery of every 
description. 

In the workshops at ,the rear highly skilled ex- 
perts, aided by ingenious machinery and con- 
trivances of all kinds, carrj^ on their respective 
activities, each being a specialist in some particular 
line, and devoting his life thereto. Messrs. J. 
Manikrai and Sons are manufacturers of all kinds 
of trophies and presentation plate, and made 
caskets, etc., that were presented to H.M. the 
King Emperor and very manj^ of the most 
prominent notabilities visiting India. The wide 
scope of their operations includes silver and electro- 
plating, gilding, engraving, and repairs of every 


description ; and the fact that the firm are the 
holders of the highest awards conferred on any 
Sind jewellers speaks more eloquently of their 
abilit}' than columns of stereotyped encomiums. 

The business, which gives employment to about 
35 persons, was started in 1891 by Mr. J. Manikrai, 
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who died in 1919. It was thereafter carried on 
by his son, Mr. S. Manikrai. The latter was 
recently joined in its management by his brothers, 
Messrs. G. A. and S. H. Manikrai. The firm’s 
telegraphic address is “ Brilliant,” Karachi, and 
they use the 5th and 6lh editions of the ABC 
code. 


J. S. de SOUZA and Co., Furniture Manufacturers, Elphinstone Street. 


Established for about forty years, Messrs. J. S. 
de Souza and Co. are the largest manufacturers 
of furniture in Karachi, and the comprehensive 
stock in their premises in Elphinstone Street is 
well calculated to meet the most varied require- 


ments. Furniture is made there to order in any 
style, and the fidelity with wdiich the details of 
any period furniture are reproduced by the firm’s 
skilled workmen is worthy of the highest com- 
mendation. 


THE AUTO EXPRESS, Bunder Road. 


The business carried on under the name of The 
Auto Express was established in 1927 by Mr. 

A. Bbavnani, who had been general manager 
of a large firm of merchants, bankers, etc., estab- 
■slied since 1S45 at Karachi. When that concern 
"ent into liquidation Mr. Bhavnani took over the 
assets of the preceding firm mentioned. Thus it 
^wns that the name of The Auto Express came 
uito the arena of local enterprise, especially in 
connection with the motor trade, in which excellent 
Pmgress is being made. The Auto Express are 
“'Sents for the Chandler (American) cars, keep 
stock of spare parts and accessories, and 
Hiplov a staff of about ten skilled men for the 
Jiccution of all kinds of repairs, etc. The tclc- 
address of The Auto Express is 
\ T, Karachi, and the code used is the 

^ C 6th edition. 
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P. R. SETNA, Automobile 

Mr. P. R. Setxa knows more about motor cars 
than about anything else pertaining to modern 
commerce and^ industry. All his business activities 
are in connection with them, and no one in Karachi 
understands better than he what it is that makes, or 
does not make, the wheels go round. He is a great 
specialist in repairs of every description. Vehicles 
often arrive at his well equipped premises in 
Victoria Road apparently beyond redemption, but 
when they undergo the skilled attention of Mr. 
Setna and his experienced engineers they not 
infrequently leave better than they were origi- 


Engineer, Victoria Road. 

nally. There is nothing in that connection wliii-h 
Mr. Setna is not prepared to undertake, and lie 
claims to have in operation some machinery with- 
out duplicate in the town. He builds motor bodies 
of all kinds, and for painting he has a Diico 
spraying equipment. 

Mr. Setna was trained in one of the largest 
automobile engineering establishments in Bombay, 
and was in business for himself at Mooltan for 
five years before he started at Karachi in .August, 
1927. 


THE KARACHI ELECTRIC STORES 


Merchants, Contractors, and 

An idea of the remarkable variety of equipment 
and the very comprehensive range of utility which 
has been evolved in connection with the utilisation 
of electricity is afforded by the supplies of The 
Karachi Electric Stores. There is apparently 
nothing which can be suggested in relation thereto 
which that firm are not prepared to supply, from 
the smallest utilities to the largest contracts, for 
besides being merchants they are contractors and 
engineers, always on the alert to extend the scope 
of their operations and to enhance their reputation 
by workmanship and materials of the best quality 
at the most moderate prices. The firm transact 
an extensive wholesale trade up country, and have 
a traveller constantly touring in their interests 
throughout India. 

The business was started in 1910 by Mr. 
Shewaran P. Vallicha, and carried on by him until 


Engineers, 82, Bunder Road. 

his death in 1921. The present proprietor.'; are 
his sons, Messrs. Matiram and Dipchand S. 
Vallicha. 

The firm’s telegraphic address is " Bijii," 
Karachi, and they use Bentley’s code. 

They are sole selling agents at Karachi for: 

“ American ” flashlights and batteries. 

“ Columbia ” dry cells, hot shot batteries, r.idio 
batteries, projector carbons, carbon brushes. 

“ De Veau ” telephones. 

“ Farady ” gongs. 

“ Pr ” bells and buzzers. 

“ American ” gasoline lamps and lanterns. 

“ Signal ” electric fans, bells, buzzers, gongs, and 
medical apparatus. 

“ Helios ” pocket Lamp cases. 

“ Excelsior ” batteries. 

“ Pertri.x ” batteries. 


PREMIER CLOTHING CO., Gentlemen’s Tailors and Outfitters, Elpliinstone Street. 


The person who is content to wear cheap and ill- 
fitting clothes cannot be regarded as being an 
exponent of that superlative attitude of mind and 
development which is never satisfied with medio- 
crity or inferiority, but ever reaches out towards 
the best in ways and me.ans, in thoughts and 
things. Anyone in the latter category will find 
in the Premier Clothing Co. a very commendable 
firm of tailors thoroughly well qualified to demon- 
strate in all work entrusted to them the best 
sartorial traditions and ideals, and to interpret 
with clever and minute understanding all those 
apparently trivial but important details which arc 
created and sustained by idiosyncrasy of measure- 
ment and preferment as well as fashion. The 
Premier Clothing Co. do not operate along the 
lines of standardised uniformity that is so charac- 
teristic of machine-made goods and that takes 
no cognizance of the infinite variety of the genus 
homo m outline and suitability to prevailing style.s. 
Theirs is the skill which is manifested in a multi- 


plicity of considerations which separately may In 
negligible, but collectively' result in the pcrfeetiiia 
of fit and fashion that at once commands atten- 
tion ; and they arc just as adept in the maioak' 
of riding breeches and military and other um 
as in the production of the orthodox suits for t 
office and the home. , 

The company’s establishment is one of fl''- 
noteworthy in the town for gentlemen s out 
goods, and is on a higher sc.ale of serviee are- 
completeness than might hc^ inferred from 
somewhat prosaic exterior, fhey . 

dents not only of current modes hut .> 
adaptability of their supplies to the mce^^ 
of the local climate, and consequently ‘ , ^ 

is well calculated to appeal to every ’ 

whom good dressing as well as emrnfort i-> •' 
of importance. The firm speci.ihse , 

shirtings, headwear, neckwear, 
shoes. The business has been e.'ta.u. «.. 

1924. 
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I. SEQUEIRA, Artist and Photographer, Inverarity Road. 


Photographt in all its branches is admirably 
exemplified by Mr. L Sequeira, whose manifest 
ability in it is the result of a lifetime devoted to 
its study and practice. This highly esteemed 
gentleman studied for three years at the Jamsetjee 
Jeejeebhoy School of Arts, Bombay. In 1SS5 he 
was appointed Drawing Master at the Grammar 
School at Karachi. After serving in that capacity 
for three years he joined the Locomotive Depart- 
ment of the North-Western Railway as mechani- 
cal draughtsman ; but, always a lover of photo- 
graphy, started in business on his own account 
in that connection in igoo, and soon became noted 
for the excellence of his productions. 

Mr. Sequeira’s premises, which are his own 
property, are equipped in a very complete manner 
with everything that can contribute to the per- 
fection of process and result, and his abundance 
of backgrounds and all accessories enables him 
to give ver}' artistic effects to his photos. He is 
the official photographer to H.H. Sir Imam Buksh 
Khan Talpur, G.C.I.E., Mir of the native State 
of Khairpur, in Upper Sind. Mr, Sequeira owns 
the land behind his premises and also the Adelphi 
Hotel, also valuable propert}’- in the district of 


Karachi known as Cincinnatus Town. He is a 
director of the Indian Life Assurance Co., Ltd., 
Indian Flour Mills, Ltd., and the Union Press, 



SECTION OF MR. I. SEQUEIRA'S PREMISES. 


Ltd. Mr. Sequeira is an enthusiastic stamp col- 
lector, and his collection of Ceylon stamps is well 
known. 


GOKALCHAND TARACHAND and SON. 

Importers of Cycles and Accessories, Sewing Machines, and Wines and Spirits, Bunder Road. 


The cycle is the safest and the least expensive 
of all means of mechanical locomotion, and prob- 
ably the time ivill never come when that useful 
and popular method of transportation will not be 
in use. In few towms is there greater scope for 
cycling than in Karachi with its widely spread 
area. The principal cycle business there is the 
one owned and operated by Messrs. Gokalchand 
Tarachand and Son, whose premises in Bunder 
Road are well known and patronised for cycles and 


everything pertaining to them. That firm are sole 
wholesale representatives for India and Burma 
for the celebrated Coventry Challange cycles. 
They are also agents for Naumann sewing 
machines, Jardine’s Scotch whisky. Cordon’s 
French brandy, and the International Milk Pro- 
ducts Export (condensed milk). 

The business has been established since 187S, 
and the head office is at Quetta. 


ARDESHIR JAMSEDJI khan and CO., Diamond Merchants and Jewellers, Elphinstone Street. 


Amoxgst the most attractive establishments in 
Elphinstone Street for people desirous of obtaining 



goods of quality at minimum prices is that of 
Messrs. Ardeshir Jamsedji Khan and Co., wdiicli 
is particular!}' commendable for its jewellery and 
silver articles. Similar places in the other ports 
of India and other countries are also, as a rule, 
sources of supply of watches and clocks ; but 
Messrs. Ardeshir Jamsedji Khan and Co. do not 
handle these, and confine themselves cntirelv to 
jewellery and silver and electro-plated goods. Their 
specialisation in that connection W'ill, therefore, 
be all .the more appreciated by visitors desirous 
of securing novel and artistic designs as memen- 
toes of loc.al skill. In addition to these the firm 
.also keep an interesting variety of imported goods. 
Their business was est.ablished in 1S77 and their 
telegraphic address is “ Khanco,” Karachi. 
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KANDAWALLA and CO., Automobile Importers and Engineers, Bunder Road. 


The motoring- area of Karachi is not extensive, 
and in that respect the city differs from the other 
chief seaports of India. However, cars are an 
absolute necessity at Karachi, for the town is very 
scattered, and accordingly there are established 
there one or two excellent firms of automobile 
engineers. Amongst tliem must be mentioned 
Messrs. Kandawalla and Co., who have been 
attending to public requirements in that connection 
since 1915. The premises in Bunder Road are 
well equipped with machinery for repairs and ser- 
vice of every description. They are sole distribu- 
ters in the Bombay Presidency, Sind, Punjab, 
Baluchistan, and East Persia for the Hudson 
Super Six and Essex Super Six cars, and keep 
a large stock of spare parts and accessories for 
these well-known vehicles. They are also agents 


for the Federal trucks in Sind, Punjab, Baluchi?, 
tan, and the whole of Persia, and agents for the 
Minerva cars in Sind, Punjab, and Baluchistan. 
The business was founded in 1915 bv its senior 
partner, Mr. Merwanji Edulji, refe'rrcd to in 
the article on Messrs. Merwanji Edulji ami 
Co. on page 362. Mr. Edulji is assisted In- hi? 
sons — Mr. Byram Merwanji, who looks after the 
firm’s branch in Queen’s Road, Bombay, Mr. 
Kaikhushroo Merwanji, who runs the branch in 
The Mall, Lahore, and hfr. Bezon Merwanji, who 
attends to the firm’s interests at Karachi. Messrs. 
Kandawalla and Co. are extending tlicir branches 
and sole agencies throughout India. Their ifle- 
graphic address is “ Pious,” and tliey use 
Bentley’s code. 


R. JALBHOY, 

Photographic Artist and Dealer in Photographic and Artists’ Materials, Elphinstone Street. 


The enormous development in photography finds 
expression in the great variety of things which 
have been invented for the simplicity as well as 
perfection of that art in all its most charming 
and useful phases. The materials pertaining 
thereto are found in great variety and complete- 
ness in the establishment of Mr. R. Jalbhoy, who 
specialises in their supply with knowledge based 
on long and practical experience of everything 
associated therewith. He is agent for the cele- 
brated goods of Kodaks, Ltd., Houghton Butcher 
(Eastern), Ltd., Winsor and Newton, Ltd., and 
Illingwvorth and Co., Ltd., London. 

In addition to his merchandising activities Mr. 
R. Jalbhoy is also a photographic artist of note- 
worthy ability', as is demonstrated by' the many’ 


excellent examples of his skill to be seen in Ins 
premises, from miniatures up to life-size portmils. 
He has taken photographs of the King .nnd Queen 
at the time of their visit to India in 1905 as Prince 
and Princess of Wales, also of the present Prince 
of Wales in 1922, and of various Viceroys, Cover- 
nors, Commanders-in-Chief of India and other 
prominent persons. 

The business was established about forty years 
ago by Mr. R. Jalbhoy, and since his retirement 
in 1920 it has been carried on by' his son, Mr. 
S. R. Jalbhoy’, who has been assisting his father 
for the last twenty-five years. The tclegrapiiie 
address is ” Jalbhoy-co,” Karachi, and the cm* 
used is the ABC 5th edition. 



INDIAN CONJURERS AND SNAKE CHARMERS. 





IS EXCELLENCY, Sir 
Harcourt Butler, the first 
Governor of Burma, in his 
address to the new Leg'is- 
lative Council, on Feb- 
ruar}' 3rd, 1923, at Ran- 
goon, said: “ Burma is a 
good countr}' for an 
optimist. Favoured by 

Nature, it has vast un- 
developed resources, a 

fertile soil, a wealth of 
minerals, great forests, 
large waterways, a popu- 
lation amongst the most 
attractive in the world, 
and amongst the best 
educated in the East.” 


^ Many have read Kip- 

ing s ” Ihe Road to Mandalay a few know 
" lere the Marquis of Dulferin and Ava’s 
Wcond tide comes from ; Rangoon rice and 
urma oil have a fame of their own, the 
second largety because it helped the growth of the 
nglo-Persian Oil Company, the child having now 
outgrown the parent ; and those who deal in teak 
ore aware that the best quality of that timber 
TOmes from Burma’s forests ; but to how many is 
urma known except in a vague, picturesque way 
East, the land of pagodas, where 
uclcllusm prevails as a pleasant religion among a 
people who are called ” The Irish of the East"”? 

lere is still plenty of beauty and romance in 
1 people deserve Sir Harcourt Butler’s 

P^^i^e of their attractiveness and high stan- 
sfh ^'teracy ; and the daily life of the people is 
in'o- dictated by conditions such as the wax- 

'^'’oning of the moon, the auspicious or in- 
^uspipiQyj. like, which we superior 

p erners ^ deem ” mere superstitions ”; yet 
nirnia has its material side, actually prosperous, 
ha capable of great development, and the 

n,'j.|^P; ^•'•'o-free Burmans mean to share in that 
p- " h ^or^ they have a keen eye to the main 

they “ try to make the best 
’o 1 worlds,” but that thev understand the best 
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way to ‘‘ gain merit ’’ for the future lives is to do 
the right thing in this life ; and how can one do 
the right thing, whether it be to feed the monks or 
build a well, without money? The Burman loves 
beautiful colours, fine materials, sparkling jewels 
his ife, seldom for himself j and all the other 
evidences of prosperity; while the rain-soaked 
lands of the Irrawaddy delta yield paddy almost 
without effort. He knows that there are other 
things worth looking after in his land, and he is 
out to have some share in the profits that Avill come 
from their development. If he succeeds, well and 
good ; if he does not, then well and good also ; for 
at least, he has made the effort. His Karma was 
against hini; he has conquered some of it; for, in 
Buddhism, intention counts no less than perform- 
ance as a means of ‘‘ gaining merit.” Burma 
” the Cinderella province of India,” differs from 
India as Belgium differs from Spain; and the 
association may end in the first case as lono- ago 
It ceased in the second. 


l^urma s association with the British Empire 
dates from 1824, when troops from India arrived 
at Rangoon on a punitive mission which 
lasted until 1S27. The result of this, the First 
Burmese War, was the occupation of Arracan lad 
joining Eastern Bengal) and Tenasscrim 
(adjoining Siam), the withdrawal of the troop, 
from Rangoon following the conclusion of peace 
with the Burmese sovereign. In 1S52 occurred ‘the 
Second Burmese Mar. which resulted in the ac- 
quisition of Lower Burma, the Burmese kin‘<r’s 
sovereignty not extending south of Toungoo aRcr 
that date. Thirty-three years Inter the Third Bur- 
mese_War took place as the result of the crueltv 
practised at the court of King Thihaw at Manda- 
lay, for which his chief wife, Supavalat, was con 
sidered responsible. The whole of Upper Burma 
from Toungoo northward to the Tibetan frontier’ 
and from the Arracan Vomas eastward to the 
borders of Southern China, French Indo-CIiina and 
Mam. was then added to the British Empire 
Between iS^r, and 1S52 the two widelv Sepa- 
rated areas of Arracan and Tenasscrim' made 
comparatively little progres. : although a hospital 
was built at Akyah on the conclusion of peace 
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The acquisition of Lower Burma, with the impor- 
tant port of Rangoon, in 1852, marked the be- 
ginning of great progress : and the addition in 
1886 of Upper Burma has been followed bv still 
greater developments, until now the province is 
one of the richest parts of the Indian Empire, and 
its future is regarded with the utmost confidence. 

Topography and Agriculture. 

The total area of Burma is 236,738 square 
miles. It is a land of mountain ranges and long 
livers. Three ranges spread out fanwise from 
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BURMESE FESTIVAL CART. 


the north. The .A.rracan Range running from the 
nortli to the soutli-west cuts off .'Vrracan from the 
rest of Burma. From the north to the south-east 
the Shan Hills, ending in Tenasserim, form the 
eastern boundary. Between these two the Pegu 
Range divides the province into two halves, 
drained respectively by the Irrawaddy and the 
Sittang Rivers. 

Throughout Lower Burma the south-west mon- 
soon gives such an abundant rainfall that rice, 
the staple food of the whole province, can be 
grown witliout irrigation and without fear of 
failure ; and the deltas of the two rivers form the 
great rice-growing tract. The gross cropped area 
in Lower Burma is over g million acres, and of 
this over 8} million acres are cultivated with 
rain-fed rice. To the north of the deltaic districts, 
a tract of diminishing rainfall gradually merges 
into the dry zone of Upper Burma. Here the sur- 
face is undulating or hilly and the country arid, 
with large stretches of barely cultivable or wholly 
uncultivable rock and sand. Dry crops predomi- 
nate, and in the Myingyan district, in the centre 
of the dry zone, out’of a’tot.al cropped area of over 
7,000.000 acres, less than 50,000 acres arc under 
ri’cc. North of the dr}- zone come the hilly dis- 
tricts of Upper Burma, in which the rainfall is 
heavy and rice is again the predominating crop. 
Natural conditions and the lack of population, 
however, prevent its being grown on a scale in any 
way comparable with that of the delta districts. 
In Upper Burma as a whole rice covers somewhat 


more than a third of the entire crop are-i of o 
million acres. .A.bout half of this area elepemb o-t 
irrigation, and the rest, except in the hill districts 
IS very liable to failure. In Burma, therefore, the 
Lyo extremes of tropical agriculture are touched. 
Ihere is in Lower Burma a vast area of secure 
rice land dependent solely upon rainfall, and in 
Upper Burma land as poor ancl as insecure as can 
be found in any part of India. 

_ The Arracan division and part of the Tenasserim 
division passed under English rule in iS’6, the 
rest of Lower Burma, including the whole of the 
Irrawaddy and Sittang deltas, in 1854, and Upper 
Burma in 1886. The delta country, now so clo>elv 
peopled, when taken over was an almost unin- 
habited swamp. Nearly twenty years later it 
could still be described as “ a large tract of waste 
land with a few patches of gradually increasing 
cultivation scattered about.” Anyone could ap- 
propriate as much or as little waste land a.s he 
liked by the act of cultivating- it. He could sell, 
mortgage, or let it, and his heirs succeeded to 
his interest ; but if he quitted it another man could 
take it up and Ihc rights of the former were ex- 
tinguished if the newcomer occupied the land for 
ten years without objection from the previous 
occupant. That was the only tenure recognised 
under British rule, and, for nearly twenty year.s 
from the occupation of Pegu, a population, largely 
consisting of fishermen, salt-boilers, itinerant 
traders, and potters, cultivated for home consuniji- 
tion patches of a few acres in the jungle, .shifting 
almost annually. 



In i86g the Suez Canal wa.s opened, and aimo 
mmediately an export trarie In rici^ go-v, “Pj. ■’ 
:ompanied by a .striking increa.'-e in the P'_’Py j 
n the area cultivated, and in the area of im iv i',,.- 
loldings. This abrupt change in agricidtur.o « 
Jitions was signalised by the export o 
Ueamers through the Suez Canal for t w tfy 
n 1S72. Although in three of the eight yea, -j 
ng in i8'')9-7o the export of rice iiad been 
IV famines in Irulia and China, thy 
I’erlod was onlv 363.00-0 tons. ‘I*,, 
oral reached 440,000 tons, ,n the h-yV;,;' 
,.87,000 tons, :ind in the two succ^-e.h.o. 
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720,000 and Si 1,000 tons respectively. Steam 
rice-mills were erected in increasing numbers. In 
1867 there were only three such mills in Burma. 
By 1872 the number had risen to twenty-six. 
A large annual immigration of coolies from India 
began. At first they worked in the mills, but 
afterwards took to agricultural labour. There 
was a change even in the kind of rice generally 
cultivated. In the early days the bulk of the ex- 
ports had been the soft-grained rice most valued 
in China and for home consumption ; but this 
would not stand shipment to Europe, and a hard- 
grained variety took its place. In 1S70 the area 
under rice was 1,712,030 acres. During the fol- 
lowing 3'ear it only rose by 21,785 acres, but in 
1871-72 by 102,200 acres. Then for upwards of 
thirty years the average rate of increase exceeded 
.150,000 acres a year. Agriculture was no longer 
carried on primarily for home consumption, but 
for export; and it is a distinctive feature in the 
agricultural economy of Lower Burma that almost 
the Avhole countiy has been brought under culti- 
vation by small cultivators producing for an export 
market. The rapid growth of cultivation led to 
elaboration of the revenue S3 Stem ; but, before suit- 
able machinery had been organised, the attention 
of the Government v^^as distracted by the annexa- 
tion and subsequent pacification of Upper Burma. 

In Upper Burma the conditions of agriculture 
were very different from those of Lower Burma, 
the tenures were complex, the crops numerous, 
and the harvest precarious. But the revenue S3’S- 
tem was built up b3' officers who had served in 
Lower Burma, and naturalh’ reflects their experi- 
ence and traditions. The difficulties of adapting 
Lower Burma practice to conditions so different 
absorbed much of the energies of revenue officers, 
and the problems of Lower Burma receded some- 
what into the background. When they again be- 
came prominent the position had altered greath'. 
Uver large areas the pioneer cultivator had suc- 
cumbed to the large landlord or mone3'’-lender, 
Cultivating a big estate bv an agent or leasing it 
to tenants. An agricultural revolution had oc- 
curred, and the shifting cultivation for home con- 
sumption, which characterised the delta until 1S70, 
^nd been replaced Iw industrial agriculture, lead- 
'•ig up to the position now found in the more dc- 
} eloped areas where labour for earthwork, plough- 
*’ig, the digging up of seedlings, planting them 
Cut, the herding of cattle, the reaping, threshing 
and Carting of padd}' are all separate operations 
performed b3' different people, and the division of 
[unction has proceeded almost as far as is possible 
'a agriculture. More recently, with the develop- 
nicnt of commercial crops, a similar tendenc3' has 
wen noticeable in Upper Burma. 

The growth of the rice trade of Burma reads 
almost like a romance. It is curious to note that in 
! w early statistics, which were doubtless very 
mroniplete and unofficial, no mention is made of 
’■'cc. the staple food grain of the province and for 
y.ears past its chief article of export. In an old 
circular issued in 1S5S bv a Calcutta firm it is 


stated that in that 3'ear the exports of rice from 
Rangoon had attained considerable dimensions 
and were showing a ver3’^ rapid increase. The3'' 
sprang from nil in 1S53 to 112,561 tons in 1S5S. 
Development of the rice-milling trade began in 
the seventies, and, as methods improved, produc- 
tion was increased, and trade with Europe de- 
veloped. Before the Great War large exports of 
rice were made to German3' in connection with 
that country’s starch and brewing industries. 
Some two million tons of rice annuall3" and even 
more have, in recent 3'ears, been available for 
export. 
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BURMESE PLOUGH. 


Apart from rice, Burma produces other crops, 
such as cotton, rubber, ground-nuts, beans, and 
chillies, the export of which is mainl}’’ through 
Rangoon. The province seems suited for the 
growth of rubber, and the present output repre- 
sents steady growth despite prices which have 
pressed ver3- hardly on plantations in other coun- 
tries. Much attention has been given by the Gov- 
ernment to the fostering of agriculture, and a new 
Agricultural College is being built at Mandalav’ 
for the double purpose of research work and of 
educating Burmans in agriculture for the time 
when thev will be able to take almost complete 
charge of that branch of administration. Shellac 
and cutch are also exported. 

Timber. 

Of the 236,738 square miles, 145,000 square 
miles, or three-fifths of the whole area, are classed 
as forests, and Burma teak has had a reputation 
from the earliest da3's of European trade with 
India. It was principalh’ used for shipbuilding, 
and when the wooden vessel was replaced, first bv 
the iron ship and later ly the steel steamer, the 
important fact that teak did not affect, and v;ns not 
affected bv, clo.'e contact with either iron or steel, 
caused the demand to continue, the .Admiralt}’ 
being still large purchasers. Teak is also exten- 
siveh' used for house-building, furniture, anti in- 
terior work. The province possesses mnnv other 
valuable woods, but vcr3‘ few of these can be 
floated: whereas teak when extracted can be 
floated down to Rangoon or Moulmcin — some 
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SIDE VIEW OF ONE OF THE NARROW STOCKADES IN WHICH WILD ELEPHANTS 

ARE CAPTURED 
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UNITY IS STRENGTH. HIGH ENDEAVOUf , 

ELEPHANTS IN THE TEAK INDUSTRY OF BURMA 
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Burma teak is floated to Bangkok. The “ jungle 
woods,” as they are collectively called, await the 
development of railways and transport on modern 
methods before this branch of Burma’s wealth can 
be fully developed. 

Oil. 

The oil-bearing tract of Burma has been worked 
by the Burmans since the middle of the iSth cen- 
tury in a primitive way ; but it was not until the 
coming of the Burmah Oil Company, Ltd., in the 
eighties (followed by several other enterprises) 
and the subsequent wonderful development of 
petrol and the internal combustion engine that this 
element of Burma’s wealth was fully exploited. 


Oil is raised in the Yenangyaung and Singu areas 
m the hundred million gallons, and other localities 
fire being- continually investigated. The crude oil 
IS pumped from Yenangyaung through a pipe 
-75 miles long to the refineries, which are 
■‘’ituated between Rangoon and the sea, and give 
employment to many thousands of people of all 
races. The oil-fields have recenth" been elcctri- 
' , eost of more than a million sterling, and 
a considerable quantity of crude oil, hitherto used 
cr fuel, is thereby available for the more 
valuable purpose of producing benzine, petrol, 
•abneants, and wax. 

Minerals. 

^ be mineral wealth of Burma is undoubtedly 
^reat, but difficulties have stood in the way of its 
'cing profitably worked, c.p., remote situation. 


unhealthy climate, absence of transport facilities, 
absence of labour, and absence of local market for 
by-products. Gold has never amounted to riiore 
than “ traces ” ; but silver is produced in vast 
quantities at the Burma mines in the Shan States, 
in conjunction with lead ; the mines also containing 
valuable deposits of copper and zinc. During the 
war Burma became the largest producer of w-ol- 
fram in the world, that mineral being found in 
Tenasserim in conjunction with tin. Tavoy, pre- 
viously a small town on the coast, grew' to be a 
crowded and prosperous place ; but w'ith the com- 
ing of peace the demand fell off, and Tavoy has 
relapsed considerably. The tin industry of the 
same areas has also suffered from a slump in 


prices, but is \yell established, and has every 
prospect of profitable expansion. 

Population. 

Population is the one thing lacking in Burma, 
where a little more than 13 millions of people are 
spread over 236,^38 square miles. There was an 
increase of just over a million in the decade 
1911-21, but tjie_ country is still greatlv under- 
populated. This is due partly to the results of 
past tribal and racial wars, partly to malaria and 
other diseases, and partly to the'vcry high infant 
mortality. Much is being done by e'duc.ation and 
direct sanitary measures to check the ravages of 
disease, and a large programme is contemplated 
by the Board of Public Health. The people accept 
vaccination and inoculation much more readilv 
than in India, and the ample supplv of good wate'r 
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OIL-FIELD AT YENANGYAUNG. 
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IS one of the Government’s chief cares. The influx 
of Chinese, added to the natural growth of ' the 
population under conditions of prosperity, will in 
time help to fill the waste spaces of the province. 
And in all that benefits Burma, Rangoon will be 
the first to benefit and prosper, with increased 
trade and commerce to test to the full its transport 
facilities, actual and projected. It has a cosmo- 
politan population, it has a well established repu- 
tation as a port where the speedy discharge and 
loading of vessels is a tradition, and behind it lies 
a great province which has not had a noticeable 
shortage of crops for a generation. There is every 
reason for confidence in the future of Burma and 
of its capital — Rangoon. 

Railwaj^s and Roads. 

The province has not been well served in the 
matter of railways. The first line, Rangoon to 


Toungoo (the northern boiimlarv 
of British Burma) was opened in 1876, but the 
progress has been slow, and there are only i,6w 
miles of line in operation, including two branches 
into the Shan States which arc likclv to be of im- 
portance in course of time. As the* result of the 
rice control in 1919, a sum of 9 crores of rupees 
(equal to ;^6,ooo,ooo) accrued to Burma, and 
is being spent on railways, roads, embankments 
of areas liable to floods, improvement of water- 
ways, agricultural credit banks and other methods 
of benefit to the cultivation. It is laid down that 
the rice profits shall only be spent on objects closely 
associated with agriculture, and the result should 
be a large increase in the volume of export.ahle 
produce. Communications by rail, road, and river 
are of great importance. The province now 
possesses over 250 miles of additional railway con- 
structed out of rice profits, and likely to produce a 
steadv income. 


RANGOON 

PAST AND PRESENT. 


Rajtcoox handles over 90 per cent, of the combined 
export and import trade of the province, and in 
1927 completed seventy-five years of progress 
under the British flag. If any participant in the 
events of 1S52, which led to the creation of British 
Burma, could revisit Rangoon to-day, he would be 
surprised at the change, even though he would 
still recognise some familiar sights. Coming up 
the river, he would see the Syriam Pagoda on its 
hillock ; but he would wonder at the smoke from 
the scores of chimneys in the oil refineries behind 
which it lies. The Shwedagon Pagoda, famous 
for centuries as a place of pilgrimage for Bud- 
dhists, in 1S52 dominated with its vast bulk and 
golden surface (whence its name, shwe meaning 
gold) the Burmese town of Rangoon, being visible 
from everywhere on its broad high ground. It still 
holds the attention of the arriving traveller on the 
steamer; but once landed, he finds it is shut out of 
sight by buildings and trees, and only at night, 
when its rings of electric lights proclaim the stead- 
fast faith of pious Buddhists, is its presence recog- 
nised as it dcser\-c.‘^. The .swampy banks of the 
river, with little firm ground on which to land and 
less on which to build, now face the visitor as a 
firmlv held line of almost continuous jetties and 
wharves, behind which rise the buildings of the 
town. Half a mile from the river bank the gr.ncc- 
ful slender spire of the Sule Pagoda, which in 1.S52 
h.'id water round three of its sides, the only land 
approach being by a causeway from the north, is 
not now to be seen from the river, and the visitor 
will find it high and dry with surrounding asph.alt 
roads, and tramcars making their noisy w.ay along 
the north-cast side. 


Of the town which was attacked and carried by 
British and Indian troops in 1S52, not a trace re- 
mains other than the two pagodas mentioned; 
though the main roads to the Shwedagon Pagoda 
from the river still follow the lines of the old Bur- 
mese paths. A portion of the Shwedagon Pagoda, 
which was used by the Burmese troops as a for- 
tress, has ever since the occupation been Army 
property as the .Arsenal ; and the high battlenienied 
wall at the south-west corner with its moat and its 
sentrv box, is one of the few evidences of military 
strength. The replacement of the red <'oat by 
khaki would make the soldier of 1852 worub r 
whether British rule any longer hekl g’ood ; fur tlu' 
red coat is imperishably associated with tin 
growth of the Empire, and its disappearance, bou- 
cver justifiable on other grounds, evokes .i 
keenly-felt sentimental regret. When ^ the 
goon cantonment is moved, the portion of t se 
pagoda are.a occupied by the .Arsenal v.ill i>* J ^ 
stored to the Buddhists, who have long n fjta 'tO' 
the removal of the military from the pago' ,1 p ' 
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rincts. 

.After the conquest of Lower Burma m _ 
[Rangoon began its new life, and those respon- 
or the administration took what seenuaMo ^ 
It the time adequate thought for the futno. - ■ 
ited within thirty miles of the Golf of 
)n a peninsula tliree to four miles v.mu. * 
wo rivers, which brought enuntrs *' , 

ong distances, having the rice-fiebls o ^ 
i-addv delta within easy reach. 
o be regarded by the Burmese kings ‘ , 

acality for trade, apart from 
ihwed’agon Pagoda. In 1755 ''‘’‘‘‘f ' 
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sometimes called Aloung-pra, established the town 
as the port of his king-dom of Pegu ; and a factory 
was set up by the East Indian Company before 
1790, traders from all countries finding a ready 
welcome. Ln the first Burmese War (1824-7) 
Rangoon was occupied, but was evacuated in 
1827. A new town was established in 1S46 by 
King Tharawadi below the slopes of the Shweda- 
gon Pagoda, and when six years later the British 
arrived and conquered, that new town became the 
present cantonment area. Although a natural 
port, Rangoon had serious rivals. To the south- 
east, Moulmein, also at the junction of important 
rivers and nearer to the open sea. had been an im- 
portant trading place since the Portuguese arrived 
there in the sixteenth century. .A.fter 1825 Moul- 
mein was the capital of Tenasserim and the seat of 


census in 1826 gave the number as 8,666; but 
many people had fled to the jungle when the 
British arrived. 

The increase in trade which followed the tem- 
porary British occupation of 1825-27 and the con- 
sequent greater knowledge of Burma’s possibili- 
ties, brought about an increase in population, so 
that in 1852 the number was estimated at 25,000 
to 30,000 as in 1795. In 1872 it had risen to 
98,000. The stockade had almost disappeared in 
1852, but the main or King’s wharf and the Cus- 
tom House were prominent on the river bank, and 
the timber-yards of European firms were busy on 
the banks of one of the streams which flowed 
through the town from the higher ground, and 
through which ran the spring tides. Padd3^-fields 
surrounded the town on the north-east and north- 
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British administration. On the west, Bassein, 
with its deep, broad river, close to the rice dis- 
tricts, had long had an East Indian Company’s 
^•'clory. Even close by Rangoon itself, S)'riam, 
the site of an early Portuguese settlement and of 
^ John Company factory, had opportunity of 
growth. But Royal favour and instinctive fate 
combined to create the present citj' and port of 
Rangoon. 

Its population in 1795 was about 25,000-30,000 
souls, who lived on the river bank within a high 
stockade less than half a mile square. Outside 
^as jungle rising up to the pagoda. Tliere was a 
'-ustom House and the King’s wharf. Coasting 
'essels and small river craft were built on the 
s iore, and the harbour was visited b}’’ much ship- 
puig; but the town, which was ruled by a Viccro}’ 
the King of Pegu, consisted mainly of wooden 
'^r bamboo huts, raised u few feet from the swamp}' 
pounds. In 1S22 the population had fallen, pro- 

^ % as the result of disease, to 9,000, and a 


west. Fruit trees and pine-apples grew in what 
are now the inner parts of Rangoon. In the 
wooded jungle over which the Shwedagon towered 
were nurnbers of pagodas with their attached 
monasteries and many tanks. Such drainage as 
existed was elementary, but some roads, notably 
those leading to the pagoda, were brick-paved witii 
a high camber to throw off the rains. 

Modern Progress. 

Such was Rangoon in 1S52, when Pegu was 
added to Tenasserim and .Arracan, and the name 
of British Burma was given to the whole. The 
population of the town included people of all In- 
dian races. .Armenians, Jews, and Persians, as 
well as a few Europeans, who had already become 
prominent in trade. The decision to develop 
Rangoon led to the immediate start of the scheme 
for keeping out the river from the creek, raising 
the general level and creating a new town. The 
stockade, which had extended about 1,200 vards 
along the river front, was cleared awav. Lieu- 
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tenant Fraser, a R.E. officer, laid out the new 
town on the rectangular plan, streets loo feet wide 
running due north and south, crossing similar 
broad streets at right angles with other narrow 
streets running north and south. Sule Pagoda 
Road is 200 feet wide. The east and west streets 
are parallel with the river front, which runs nearly 
due east and west for over four miles. The re- 
clamation of the swamps was accelerated b}' the 
cutting round the outside of the town of a canal, 
now almost wholly disappeared. Brick houses 
replaced, though slowly, the wooden structures of 
Burmese times ; but such was the crush of new- 
comers from Bengal and Madras that wooden 
houses were hurriedly built, and gradually re- 
moved as permanent development progressed. 


IMany spacious timber bungalows remain and 
are preferred by Europeans; but the “ .nmi- 
pukka ’’ house, with brick walls from the plinth to 
the ceiling, is growing in favour. Wealthy In- 
dians and Burmans have bought houses formerly 
dwelt in by Europeans in cantonments and other 
residential districts, such as the vicinity of the 
Royal Lakes, and a house shortage has existed 
for some years, with the inevitable corollary of in- 
creased rents. Many firms provide houses for 
their managers and “ chummeries ” for the 
juniors._ Very few of the old type of bungalow 
“ on stilts,” the residential prfrt raised from the 
ground, remain, and these arc mainly military 
bungalows occupied by non-commissioned ofii- 
cers. Government has been compelled to think 



[I*hoto : J. .M. n, Samuels. 

DALHOUSIE STREET, RANGOON. 


Reclamation work was vigorously carried out with 
Government money, earth being brought from the 
higher grounds ; but the work of reclamation is 
far from being completed even now that seventy- 
six years have passed, and it will continue in East 
Rangoon for years to come. Expansion to the 
north beyond Fraser’s area was inevitable, but it 
took place without any control or regularity; and 
only in 1921 was the Rangoon Development Trust 
created to organise and facilitate plans of de- 
velopment which will make the best use of the 
area and provide for a rapidly growing popula- 
tion. The 25,000 to 30,000 of 1.S52 had grown to 
98,000 in 1S72, and to 293,000 in igii, while a 
still greater increase was recorded in 192T, the 
census figures being given as just under 342,000. 
The ‘‘ piikka area,” representing the kc.'-ncl of 
Fraser’s plan, is very thickly populated with In- 
dians, but suburban development has been slow 
and erratic ; and the fact that the male portion of 
the population is more than double the number of 
the female is due partly to congestion, and partly 
to the large immigrant Labour ffircc which is con- 
stantly changing in personnel. 


of providing residences for its officers, more par- 
ticularly those who accompany tlic llead_ of ll”' 
Province to Maymyo, the Burma hill station, am 
thus spend about six months in the lulls and M't 
months in Rangoon. 

The streets of the business part of Rangoon arn 
the roads in the resiflential districts contain ma.i/ 
fine trees, some of which when in flower are 
beautiful, especially the ‘‘ Flame of tlie 
Crows infest the trees in the town, and all rnort^ 
to check them have failed, for though ihej 
nuisance and dangerous to health the Hindu • a- ^ 
Burmans oppose their systematic flestruction. ^ 
principal streets and ' roads are asphalt* o o 

treated with a tar-binding prepanation-— "*nt^r a ■■ 

ing acutely with the many harl roaiK still * xi -*< ^ 
The Rangoon gharry, “a bathing-hnx on ^ 

with its decrepit pony and worn-out hnrn* 
another relic of the past. 

FLicial Cbaractcrhtka. ^ 

.\hhough Rangoon present^ the V,, ; -= • 

an Indian town, the Burrn.'in-. ii.ivi-Vf *0 >* 
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for in tlie extreme eastern and western suburbs, 
the province maintains a distinct individuality, 
and its eventual separation from India is regarded 
as certain. The Burmans mainly belong to the 
Tibetan or Mongolian races. Their religion. 
Buddhism, although derived from India, has ac- 
quired traditions of its own in Burma, Ce)'lon, 
Siam, China, and Japan ; and the national cus- 
toms of the people are distinct from those of any 
other Indian province. This is especially notable 
in the position of women, who are not subject to 
purdah, and in the absence of caste, although 
local distinctions exist as in ever}' other country. 
Women have been given the franchise on similar 


write the ve'rnacular. Higher education is of re- 
cent growth, and there is as yet no surplus of un- 
employed graduates as in India, where the ranks 
of the extremist politicians have been largely re- 
cruited from these victims of “ cram.” The law 
is the profession most affected by the ambitious 
young Burman. "Western medicine is accepted, 
but has not yet attracted many Burman students ; 
and facilities for the study of engineering have 
hitherto been lacking. There are no big land- 
owners as in India. 

The average Burman, in short, is either a culti- 
vator (in person or by a tenant) or a broker. Most 
of the petty trade of the towns is in the hands of 
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terms to men in the new Reforms Scheme, and 
their admission to the Legislative Council depends 
on a favourable vote of the Council. Although 
polygamy is not forbidden, the status of the first 
Wife is superior to that of the lesser wives ; and 
the situation may be broadly generalised in the 
statement that on marriage a woman is equal 
partner with her husband in the family property, 
his status compares favourably not only with 
aoia but with some western countries. 

Every Burmese child of either sex has the 
opportunity of receiving elementary education in 
’e vernacular in the village school conducted by 
^ Vonppj or Buddhist monk. Many of these 
sc lools are recognised by Government, who also 
provide a complete system of education in .‘Vnglo- 
crnacular schools. High Schools, and the Uni- 
crsity of Rangoon, with a generous scheme of 
St lolarships for each step. The literacy of Burma 
’s thus far ahead of India, especially as regards 
cnialcs; hut it is not a verv advanced literacy, 
icing largely limited to the ability to read and 


the Indians and the Chinese. Commerce, as 
understood by other races, has not yet engaged 
the Burman, but several limited companies have 
recently been formed by Burmans for commercial 
enterprises, and their career will be clo.selv 
watched. The women take a large share in the 
disposal of produce and in certain retail trades, 
and are noted for their shrewdness and bargaining 
capacities. The children of a Chine.se father and 
a Burmese mother often display the best qualities 
of both races. Most of the Chinese come, not 
across the border from Yunnan, as might be ex- 
pected, but by sea from the Straits, Canton, 
.Amoy, and Fokhien. For generations there have 
been marriages between the Mahomedan emi- 
grants to Burma, and the Burmese women, and 
the de.scendants, known as Zerbardis, usuallv 
have Burmese names and wear Burmese clothes', 
wliile the women are seldom subject to purdah re- 
strictions. 

Upper Burma having only been annexed in 
iSSd. conditions there differ from those in Lower 
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Burma, and the memory of Burme..';e. sovereigfnty 
is still fresh. The village headmen, vho are mid- 
way between the people and the Government, and 
form an important element in administration, are 
en hereditary in Upper Burma, and maintain 
the traditions of bygone davs. 

_ The general characteristics of the Burman are 
his love of pleasure and gaiety, his gambling pro- 
pensities, his pleasant manners, his hospitalitv, 
his fatalism (an incident of Buddhism), and his 
lack of the adventurous spirit (he seldom leaves 
his province). He likes the best and often has it. 


ing m Its effect. The older women who have ahan. 
doned such aids are wrinkled and thin. The wel!. 
dressed, well-coiffured, richly-jewelled Burmese 
woman of between twenty and thirtv-five years, 
though small in stature by’ comparison with Ihinv 
pean or even Indian women, would be a notable 
figure in any company, and would certainly not 
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lack self-possession. Some of the best hridiie 
players to be met with in up-country clubs are 
Burmese women who have married Europeans, 
and acquired a knowledge of the language and of 
European amusements. 
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called Buddhists. Both peoples are to be found 
scattered over Lower Burma, sometimes in whole 
villag^es, sometimes In house g-roups in a village. 
The Karens are proud of their individuality as a 


Burmese Customs. 

The Burmese month is based on the moon, and 
while the fourteen days of waxing are propitious, 
the fourteen waning days are usually avoided for 
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race-group, and have succeeded in obtaining com- any festivity or for the beginning of an enterprise, 

niunal representation under the Reform Scheme. The Buddhist Lent lasts from .April to October. 

In the extreme north the Chins and Kachins re- The full moon is the date of all festivals, which 

present other hill peoples, only recently brought are strictly kept, and are usually the occasion of 

under administration, from whom two regiments a a form of entertainment of which there 

have been raised for the Indian .Army with every are several varieties. The music for the pive is 



TYPES OF BURMESE W01\1EN. 


PTOspect of permanency. They are somewhat akin supplied by five or six musicians, and sounds 
n the Ghurkas in military qualities and compre- harsh and monotonous to European ears, but the 
'cnsion of discipline. * dancing of the principal lady itnindianii) in th.e 
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anyein or the chorus of twelve, sixteen, twenty- 
four, or even thirty-two girls in the yein is grace- 
ful and attractive. In the anyein pwe two men, as 
clowns, called luhyets, keep up a constant “ back- 
chat ” with the lady, Avho responds in similar 
vein, and the visitor often wonders what it is 
which causes so much amusement to the audience. 
When translated, the language used by the min- 
thaini and the hihyets would not always pass the 
censor. Fives continue through the night to the 
early hours, and are often marked by quarrels and 
crime. Fire parties travel from one district to 


granted only to ponyyi's of great reputation fo- 
learning and piety. The. body is embalmed in 
hone} and kept for months until a propitious date 
occurs, when a large crowd assembles, drawn no 
less by the and other amusements than bv 
piety. The body of the J^ngyi, in a wicker colTm 
is placed on high in a slight structure of bamlwol 
and a rocket or firework is used to set fire to tin- 
body. This is the central incident of several davs’ 
enjoyment. 

The Burmese are very clever in the use of 
bamboo and coloured pap'er for decorative pur- 



another, and the most famous i.s that of Mg. Po 
Scin, who was decorated by Government for his 
serv’ices during the Great \\'ar, when he not only 
helped with recruiting but usually made a .‘^hort 
speech during the pirc, informing the audience of 
the Britisli share in the war and of the duty of all 
patriotic citizens to support the King Emperor in 
cverv way possible. very interesting variety 
of the pice is the marionette show, figures being 
manipulated by an unseen operator, while the 
story is sung or chanted to music. 

All kinds of pice^ are usually seen at the remark- 
able ceremonies attendant on the c.'cmation of a 
ponynt, called a f-yr.yypiynr.. This honour Is 
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poses, as well as in the manufacture of fur 
while the police consider that there 
wronglv-displaved ingenuity in the 
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a profitable, though increasingly risky, occupation 
for the young bravo. The two seasons in Burma, 
the planting and reaping, only occupy about half 
the year, and the rest of the time is spent by those 
who can afford to do it in enjoyment. Gambling 
is a pleasant way of passing the time, and the 
heavy loser may seek to recoup himself by a well- 
planned dacoity. The absence of interest in vil- 
lage life is often mentioned as a cause of the ex- 
cessive crime which has given Burma such a bad 
name. 

In middle age the Burman usually “ gets reli- 
gion,” and if he can afford to do so he will build 
a pagoda, a monastery for the pongyis or a rest- 
house near a pagoda, all such being works b}’ 
which he will ‘‘ acquire merit ” and hasten his 
progress to Neikban, or Nirvana, as it is usuall}- 
known. There is little if an}' merit in repairing a 
pagoda, hence the number of ruined pagodas to be 
seen throughout Burma. Contributions to hospi- 
tals make little appeal to the Buddhist, as they are 
not considered to be very efficacious in the acqui- 
sition of merit. This is a personal matter, and 
the lack of a spirit of public sendee in Burma is 
partly due to the Buddhist attitude towards salva- 
tion, in which what we call “ altruism ” has little 
share. 

.-Vlthough not an opium smoker, the Burman 
eats opium as a prophylactic against malaria and 
fevers in unhealthy districts, and in consequence 
it is often thought that he is a victim of the drug 
habit. This is not the case ; the number of Bur- 
man smokers is small and is being steadily 
diminished. Most of the recognised opium 
smokers in Burma are Chinese. Morphia and 
cocaine, which are much worse than opium, are 
contraband, but the frequent seizures of large 
quantities suggest that there is a demand for these 
drugs as well as for ganja, an Indian hemp drug. 

The dress of the Burman consists of a high- 
necked short jacket (usually white), double- 
breasted, worn over a collarless shirt, vest and 
short pants, with a long piece of coloured cloth, 
which is drawn round the waist like a skirt, ex- 
tends to the feet, and is twisted over in front so as 
to secure its position. The jacket is called aingyi, 
the cloth skirt looitgyi. On festival davs the 
older Burmans tuck in to the loongyi an additional 
piece of the same material pleated, called a paso. 
A piece of coloured silk or cotton, usually in con- 
trast with the colour of the loongyi, and called a 
ijo^nghaung, is twisted round the head, and tucked 
in With a long loose end. The younger generation 
aiTect short hair, but manv Burmans wear the hair 
■mig. and cover it with the gaunghaung. When 
the Burmans enlisted during the war, they wished 
to keep the gonnghanng, but this was considered 
unsuitable for active service ; and as they disliked 

’e Indian turban, or pugri, a compromise was 
niade, and they were given the cowboy, or boy- 
^'^out, khaki hat, which did not quite suit the 
Burman youth’s features. 

The Burmese woman’s dress is much the same 
‘ts the man’s, save that they often wear a long 
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coloured silk scarf round the neck ; the long hair is 
not covered, but is drawn round the head so as to 
stand well off the forehead, a comb of wood or 
ivory being used as a framework. The hair is 
somewhat coarse, but is oiled, and presents a bril- 
liant appearance by contrast with the smooth white 
face. Flowers are often worn in the hair, some- 
times petals are stuck in, and a sprig hangs down 
by the ear. The ears are bored at puberty (a 
ceremony corresponding to confirmation, just as 
does the boy’s becoming a 2^ongy{, if only for a 
day) and the ornament inserted may either be 
valuable diamond nagats or a short glass cylinder, 
striped or coloured. Both the men and women 
always look bright and clean, a contrast to the 
average Indian of the same social status. Euro- 
pean clothes do not look well on Burmans of either 
sex, their own being much more attractive. Some 
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of the men wear short side whiskers, which give 
a curiously old-fasliioned effect to the face. 

.A primitive people, the Burmans retain manv 
superstitions, of which the most evident is worship 
of nots or disembodied spirits, capable of working 
evil if not appeased. On many roads in Rangoon 
may be seen trees with a small space cut or hol- 
lowed out of the trunk, in which are placed candles 
and flowers to please the naf of the tree. 'I'liese 
offerings are regularly maintained. There are 
many superstitions about immunity from death 
conferred by magical means ; and* nearly everv 
Burman has his legs and buttocks tattooed as a 
means of preser^dng viriiit}-. Tattooing is a regu- 
lar profession, as is the ca'sting of horo.-icopes and 
the finding out of “ au.cpicious davs.” 

Burmese Titles. 

Burmans have various honorific methods of 
address: every Burman name has the prefix 
Maung, which is equivalent to Mister. Ko. mean- 
ing uncle, indicates not merely age but senio.ntv 
among people of equal standing: thus a rojh.gl; 
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student who is president of the debating" societv or 
pptain of the football team is often styled Ko" U 
indicates not so much age as precedence : the first 
Burman judge of the Chief Court was Mr. Justice 
Maung Kin, that being his name and official desig- 
nation, but he is always alluded to by Burmans as 
U Kin. The appointment of this gentleman as 
permanent judge dates from 1917, an indication of 
the province’s stage of development. In 1923 he 
became an Executive Councillor under the Reform 
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Scheme. Women’s names are more specific: an 
unmarried girl is Me, a married woman Ma or 
Mali, and an elderly lady, or one to whom special 
respect is due, is Daw, literally .‘\unt. .Among 
Burmans who do not rely on clocks, the expres- 
sion “ the time when the elders grow quiet ” is a 
well-defined period at night, just ns “ the time of a 
pot-boil ” or the time of a betel-chew ” arc 
synonyms for well-defined durations of time. 



Tobacco. 

The “ whacking white cheroot ” of Kipling is 
more innocuous than it sounds : it is made of bits of 
tobacco and leaves wrapped in the covering from 
niaize and supplied with a mouth-piece of cane. It 
is no stronger than a cheap cigarette, but lasts 
longer, and falling ash has to be carefully kept 
from burning a hole in one’s clothes. The ordin- 
ary Burma cheroot is of tightly-rolled tobacco, 
usually imported from Coconada. with a wrapper 
of Burma-grown leaf. Burma tobacco grows easily 
in the silt of the rivers, and is strong because of the 
methods of drying and curing. For years past the 
I'rencli (iovernment toi)ncco naii- has bought 
larg-e quantities of Burma tobacco and shipped it 
to Algiers, where it becomes part of the stock from 
which the famous “ Petit Cap-sral ” cigarettes arc 
made. Burmese women are taking to smoking 
home-made and imported cigarettes instead of the 
“ wiiacking white cheri'iot.” and these certasnly 


accord better with their dainty ways; for the 
average Burmese woman usually looks “ a perfec; 
little lady ” and behaves as such. 

Native Artistry. 

Even the flower-seller at the pagoda steps, with 
her display of roses or fruits on a red lacquer tr;u, 
pleases the eye and suggests the artistic quality 
which is so marked a feature of the province. In 
its brilliant sun, colours mingle which would iu- 
discordant if seen so placed in Europe. The carvnl 
and gilded woodwork on the pagodas, the grace- 
fully shaped carts, the country boats gliding along 
the river with high-pointed and carved or painted 
stems, the children’s toys, the lacquer boxes and 
trays which are all meant for use, the brass and 
copper gongs, the silver work in high relief, tin' 
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entl}- about it when he is making a replica, and 
will' vary the design or the colouring just as his 
fancy dictates. Red and gold are the dominant 
colours of the lacquer work, with often a strong 
black background. The finest lacquer is that 
made on hair; the ordinary lacquer is made on 
bamboo, and will not bend to any great extent. 
Burmese silver bowls are famous for their shape 
and the raised designs. .A. kind of thick gum 
), which hardens on exposure, is used for low 
relief modelling with much effect. The Shans and 
Kachins make in striking colours beaded and 
fringed bag's, which are in general use, being 
slung over the shoulder by long straps of the same 
material. The giant oyster shells from Mergui, 
when polished, make a unique dessert service, 
being practically identical with “ mother of 
pearl,” for pearls are found in the local waters. 


The Priesthood. 

The ponguis occupy a peculiar position, not 
being priests in the Christian sense of the word, 
nor being essential to the layman save as shining 
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examples of the ascetic life, devoted to study and 
eacbing. Every Burman Buddhist boy has to 
become a jmngni if only for a day, and the occa- 
sion is^ usually a good excuse for pices, feasting, 
and display. There are several sects of Budd- 
hists, or rather of jiongju's, some being absolutely 
evoted to study and self-denial, while others are 
conspicuously less entiiusiastic ; but the ordinary 
ti ager knows little of these distinctions; and all 
"orsj^ip alike at the pagodas. The local Govem- 
atent recognises and supports the authority of the 
’■^<nnvnhawg, who is the he.ad of the Thudama 


sect, and has control over the pongijis in Upper 
Burma. When next the post of Thatlianahaing 
becomes vacant, the Government has promised to 
consider the question of extending' his jurisdiction 
to the pongijis of Lower Burma, some of whom 
have since the beginning of politcal activity taken 
a very strong interest in politics, although the 
‘‘ A’inaya ” (or Buddhist Canon) forbids any par- 
ticipation in -worldly affairs, and especially forbids 
the preaching of any hatred or dislike such as the 
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politically-minded j^ongijis have freely indulged in 
towards Government and its officers. The pongyi 
is obliged by the laws of the ‘‘ Vinaya ” to ab- 
stain from all food after noon, to avoid the com- 
pany of women, to remain remote from pwes and 
public gatherings, to abstain from drink and flesh 
food, and not to touch money. These restrictions 
are often more honoured in the breach than in the 
obserx'ance, yet it is no uncommon sight to see a 
pongyi in a Rangoon European shop accompanied 
by a youthful follower (login) who carries his 
money and receives the change for his purcliases. 
.At other times they may be seen handing monev in 
a piece of paper to the shop assistant, and ' in- 
sisting on having the change handed back simi- 
larly wrapped up, so that the prohibition against 
touching money may be, at least technicallv, 
obeyed. The pongyi is also supposed not to he 
photographed, although photography was not in- 
vented when the Lord Gautama Buddha gave his 
precepts of life; and the visitor to a photographic 
.studio sees there portraits of /longyis. The clean- 
shaven heads emphasise the typical irregularity- of 
the Burmese features. There is a great tolerance 
about the pongyi^!, who readily admit in their 
lyaiings (monasteries) a stranger who knows how 
to gain their confidence as a wearer of the veliow 
robe, so that criminals anti persons ” wantet! hv 
the police ” have often escaped detection by :aV> 
ing refuge in a l-jr.itng. 
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Native Dishes. 

The yellow robe, the characteristic garb of the 
monkhood, is dyed with the juice of the jack fruit, 
a large fruit which grows freely throughout 
Burma. Another well-known fruit is the durian, 
the custard-like interior of which is eaten with 
great relish by Burmans and a few Europeans: 
the penetrating noisome smell makes it difficult for 
ordinary people to swallow it without being vio- 
lently sick. The smell of a durian opened inside 
a room will be noticed for days afterwards. The 
Burmans proclaim it most wholesome and bene- 
ficial. The Burmese are ver}- fond of fish, and 
ngapi (pronounced as though minus the “ g ”) is 
considered by them a great adjunct to their vege- 
table curries. As ngapi is heavily salted fish 


the mound on which the pagoda stands reprcscv? 
soil brought up from the vicinity, thus formiiii,' tb- 
lakes, which are really one continuous ‘iluTt o*' 
water surrounded by trees and sloping lawns with 
an irregular coast line of seven miles. There is 
always a breeze on the lakes, and the view of die 
pagoda from the eastern end of the water on 
bright moonlight night evokes as deep einotioris 
as does the Taj Mahal. The Victoria Lakes are 


some six miles from the river’s edge, and are stir- 
rounded by fine trees and have several woorled 


islands. They arc of deliberate construction, the 
water being at one time supplied to the town but 
now used only for street watering and drain llusli- 
ing since the creation of a large water reservoir .at 
Hlawga, .some fifteen miles farther north. On 
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which has been kept for month.^, sometimes under- 
ground, it is scarcely remarkable that Europeans 
find its very presence objectionable, and few can 
eat it. .A. somewhat milder and less old prepara- 
tion of fish called lialachoung is, however, quite 
acceptable in small quantities with curry. 

The Lakes. 

.Ml these things can be iiad in Rangoon which, 
though in many respects no more typical of the 
province than London is of England, \'et exercises 
great intluence. The city has grown far beyond 
the plan of 1852, and now stretches out many 
miles northward from the river. That is the only 
direction in which it can expand, and its growth 
ic alTected bv several causes: the Royal I.akes, the 
Sh'wedagvin 'Pagoda, and the \'ict.jria L.akes. The 
ko'-'d iTdres, now well within the city, are exceed- 
in-'U beautiful and a Joy for ever. They lie to the 
ea'^t’ of the p:igo-!:i. and one tradition has it that 


cither side of the \Tctoria Ltikes are the two rn.ii. ■ 
out of Rangoon, which meet lieyond the hilo -' •'C- 
form the main road to Prorne and Pegu, ot * ' 
thirteenth mile “ a red road,” so called IcaU ' 
of the l.'iterite used in its constriirition, turn-, o • ^ 
tile left to the .Miiyglatlon golf links, one 
finest courses, and certainly the most picture 
situated, in the East. '1 here is a tov.n <0.11 ■' ' 
the native infantrv parade grouml, hetv.t'f; 
.Shwedagon Pagoda ami fi«^' rnni-ut y - ' i 
wliich is .also av.'iilabi - for the f<oif '■.’''^’ ’,1 
attracts those unalile to spare tlie tim* 
foi-ty minutes’ motor drive to .Ming!.ado:i, 

Cliib.s and Sports. 
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THE GOLDEN SHWEDAGON PAGODA, RANGOON 
(The greatest pageda in the world.) 
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football matches attract enormous crowds, tennis 
tournaments are played, and an athletic meeting- 
takes place at the New Year, a racquet court (but 
little used) and tennis courts at all the clubs, of 
which there are a full dozen representing all classes 
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week, and after dinner on Saturday night.-. T!;c 
Turf Club opened in 1925 its new course in 
north-eastern suburb, where an ordinary track a 
mile in length and a steeplechase track of 2^ miles, 
with training tracks, etc., have been laiirout en 
high ground of about 135 acres. The Club bene- 
fited exceedingly by the institution of the totaii-a- 
tor, but still retains bookmakers for big punter-. 
Australian horses arc imported, though most of the 
racing is with Burma breds, 13-a, 13-0, 12-2, an ! 
under. The Turf Club controls racing througliaut 
Burma and has done much to improve it. The 
Burmans are enthusiastic supporters of racing, 
and niany valuable cups and other prizes liavein-en 
won by small owners, some being women. I'oot- 
ball has caught on wonderfully at school ami col- 
lege with the Burman lads, who give a good 
account of themselves against teams of heavier 
weight. .\ traditional Burmese hoys’ game i- 
“ .Chin-Ion,” the name of a light open wicker-uork 
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ing it from one to another. H.R.H. the Prince 
of Wales was much interested in a display of 
“ Chin-Ion ” he witnessed at University College 
during his stay, and a dozen “ Chin-Ion ” balls 
were "purchased for the use of the Prince and his 
staff on the homeward voyage of the Benoicn. 

Buildings. 

Government House, where H.R.H. the Prince 
of Wales stayed during his visit in January, 1922, 
is a fine brick structure, standing in extensive 
grounds and proclaimed by those in a position to 
speak with authority as the second best of its 
kind in the Indian Empire, the best being \’iceregal 
Lodge at Simla. Many other handsome buildings 
have been erected, notably the Chief Court (now 
designated the High Court in view of a change in 
status), which looks on to the Sule Pagoda. The 
Secretariat is built on what was a boggy swamp, 
and is always reputed to be in danger of collapse, 
but has so far survived. Close by is the Roman 


(equal to over ^^250,000) is splendidly equipped, 
and challenges comparison with any other in Asia ; 
its broad front, including residences, is over 400 
yards long. Facing it is the building of the Uni- 
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'"itholic Cathedral of St. Mary, also threatened 
of its site, but still upstanding: its de- 
ed architect, who died before its completion, 
'as one of the priests of the French Mission who 
a'e long ministered to their flocks in Burma. The 
"-'neral Hospital, which costs about Rs. 40 lakhs 
2 1 !; 


versity of Rangoon, soon to be replaced bv a fine 
structure on the south side of the \'ictori;i’ Lake,';. 
Holy Trinity Cathedral (Church of Englandf is 
close to the General Hospital, and suflc.-s from 
having been “ designed ” by fnc Public Works 
Department. The Central telegraph Office, the 
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Customs House, and the Government Press are all 
notable buildings ; but Sule Pagoda Road, the 
finest in the city, has no architectural features in 
keeping with its 200 feet width, save a fire station 
with an obser^-ation tower. The Municipal build- 
ings are mean and unworthy of a city of 342,000 
people. The Jubilee Hall, raised to commemorate 
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee, looks like the creation of 
an architect’s nightmare in which the Gothic style 
fought with a railway station for dominance. 


Churches. 

In addition to the two Cathedrals mentioned, 
there are several Church of England and Roman 
Catholic Churches, a Presbyterian Church (which 
has great support from the commercial commu- 
nity, Rangoon being “ a suburb of Glasgow ” 
commercially), and churches for other Christian 
denominations, of which the American Baptist 
Mission is the largest. Dr. Adoniram Judson came 
from the States to Burma in 1S16, thus preceding 
the British invasion by eight years, and 
laboured in the province for many years ; he wrote 
a Burmese grammar and compiled a dictionary 
still much in use. The Baptist Mission has at 
work throughout Burma a number of missionaries 
who have been particularly successful among the 
Karens: for of the 257,000 Christians in Burma at 
the 1921 census, some 160,000 were Baptists, and 
of these 135,000 were Karens. There were 73,000 
Roman Catholics, ig,6oo Church of England, 
1,500 Presbyterians (including one Cliinese), and 
i,!}oo Methodists. Rangoon has churches for .all 
these races and denominations, also for .Seventh 
Dav .Adventists. There are joss-houses for the 
Chinese, mosques for Mahomedans from various 
parts of India, and Hindu temples for the various 
castes, including more than one Chetty temple. 

Chetties, 

The Chetty is a Southern Indl.-in money-lender, 
whose financial abilities have been amply proved, 
lie borrows rnonev from banks and lends it at 
profit to cultivators and trarlers. He has a high 
reptttation for b.one-t if exacting business 


methods ; but his readiness to leml nionw ea 
growing crops has led many Burmans to extrava" 
gance and to the loss of their lands. E.acli Clicta 
firm has its headquarters in India, and is repre- 
sented in Burma by an agent, who is c!iani;ei! 
every three years, when alf accounts are closed, 
the new agent opening new accounts. Manv ui 
these Chetty firms acquire wealth and infiiieiu-t. 
and their temples contain jewelled idols of c'oat 
value. They spend very little on themselves, ex- 
cept perhaps one valuable ring; their clean-sliaven 
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heads (notable for the strong- features and pene- 
trating- eyes) and their long white cotton cloth 
wrapped round the body, marking- them out to 
even a casual observer in the streets of Rangoon. 

Municipal. 

Rangoon’s domestic affairs are controlled by a 
corporation of 34 members with a Government 
officer as Commissioner or Chief Executive 
Officer. Burmans number 10; the European and 
other communities (which term includes Anglo- 
Indian Jews, Parsees, and Armenians) 5, Hindus 
4, Mahomedans 5, Chinese 2, commercial traders 
2, representative of the Port Commissioners i, 
and members nominated by Government 6. The 
tramways and the electric lighting of the town are 
in the hands of one concern, the old steam- 
tramways having been replaced in 1 906 by the pre- 
sent extensive electric tramway system. Further 
extensions are contemplated in conjunction with 
the Development Trust. Oil lamps are still found 


night soil from the various houses to depots at 
the eastern and western ends of the city. .An 
enlarged water supply is needed before modern 
sanitation can be more Avidely introduced. 

One of the complaints of the visitor to Rangoon 
is that A'ery little can be seen of the rwer, owing 
to the Avarehouses and buildings on its banks. Only 
a feAV hundred )'ards, facing the Strand Hotel, re- 
main open, and this is used as a landing place for 
steamers. (Incidentally it may be said that the 
Rangoon RiAi-er is not truly one of the mouths of 
the Irrawadd}-^, its Avaters coming largelj"^ from the 
Pegu Yomas. It is a Avide stream AA'ith a strong 
current, but not much of its AAmter comes from the 
IrraAA-addy.) Along the bank also runs a line of 
railAAmy OAvned b}’’ the Burma Raihvays, and afford- 
ing connection Avith the mills at either end of the 
city to the riverside wharA’^es. By agreement Avith 
the Municipality, this line cannot be AA'orked in the 
day time, as access to and from the AvharA'es, go- 
downs, and mills AA'ould be hindered ; and this re- 
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in some important thoroughfares, as the Corpora- 
tion is always in need of money, and can only ex- 
tend electric lighting as its revenues groAV. The 
Rangoon Police are separated from the Provincial 
Police, the Commissioner being directly respon- 
sible to GoA-ernment. The strength is 1,542, of 
'vliom 117 are officers, including 34 EuropeaiA ser- 
geants Avho control traffic and superA’ise the others. 

Rangoon had no Municipal existence until 1S74, 
^’lien the Municipal Committee Avas set up. 
Government, as the OAAmer of the entire area, sold 
niucli of the tOAA'n outright, and spent the money 
on iniproA-ements, reclamation, etc., for practically 
n 1 the area betAvecn the riA-er bank and the rail- 
■" ay line is “ made ground,” requiring costly ex- 
penditure. This policy Avas discontinued later, 
^nd leasing took its place, but the GoA'ernment 
is noAA' reduced to 3,000 acres, much of 
d’lT^ ' -‘'''11 acquires reclamation. With A'cry little 
' ' ercncc in Ica'cI, drainage is cxpcnslA'e, needing 
eoinpressor stations, and only one half of the city 
p ^j'PPV'od with pipe AA’ater and drained, the ncAA'cr 
ocing still condemned to a noxious and primi- 
0 SAstem of conserA'ancA’ Iw carts, AA-hich remoA-e 


striction has materially affected harbour develop- 
ment. Night Avorking is necessarih' sIoav, and 
rolling stock is held up to an undue extent before 
it is released for other use. 

Food Supplies. 

The city’s food supplies come from one central 
bazaar, Avhich is run by a small and A-ery Avealthv 
group of Mahomedans from Surat and has se\-erai 
allied bazaars in the suburbs. The Surati Bazaar 
is not so attractive for European visitors as the 
famous Calcutta Bazaar, being badly kept ; but 
improA'ements are contemplated, and the Munici- 
pality has a project for a bazaar Avhich mav prove 
a serious nVal. MeanAvhile the Surati Bazaar 
Company takes toll from CA-ery householder in 
Rangoon. There the cook goes to bin- the meat 
and A-egetables for the day’s me.als. and he charges 
as much as he thinks the dk unahU, u jll stand. The 
meat is sold by Chulias from Southern India; tlie 
vegetables and fruit are mainly in the hands of 
Burmese Avomcn or Chinese; the cloth is in the 
hands of Indians, both Mahomedans and Hindus, 
Mutton is imported alive from Calcutta hv everv 
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boat, as sheep do not thrive in Lower Burma ; but 
much goat flesh (euphemistically called “ maidan 
mutton ”) passes for the genuine article. Beef is 
of poor quality, being usually from obsolete Muni- 
cipal draft bullocks. The Burmans share to some 
degree the Hindu objection to cow-killing, but eat 
pork, as do the Chinese. The inevitable chicken 
is offered in great quantity and variety of age and 
tenderness. Ducks, cultivated by a few Chinese 
in artificial incubators, find a ready sale at good 
prices. Vegetables and fruits vary with the 
season, the Shan States producing throughout the 
year excellent potatoes, and (in the cold season) 
cauliflowers, as well as strawberries, limes of both 
kinds and oranges. The banana and papaya are 
everywhere, and mangoes are plentiful in season, 
the nette variety from Upper Burma being con- 
sidered the best. Custard-apples are shunned by 
Europeans because they open when ripening, and 


the basket, averaging 46 pounds in weight, wltb 
increases or deductions if above or below th;',: 
weight. Rice is sold by the basket of 75 pomidc. 
The normal ratio between paddy and rice is tb.it 
100 baskets of rice (weight 7,500 {xninds) cost two 
and a half times the price of loo baskets of proMv 
(weight 4,600 pounds), Avith slight variations for 
special qualities. The weight of a batr nf rice 
varies according to its destination, between in;, 
and 225 pounds. Burmans cat the best rice tluw 
can afford to buy. 

Domestic Conditions. 

Dearness of living in Rangoon and tiirougliont 
Burma is such that a special “ Burma allowance " 
is given to all members of the Imperial .Service.'^. 
This is due largely to dependence on imported 
goods and to the imported labour. The bower 
Burman is too much of a “ tofl' ” to undertake 
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the ever-present fly likes to inspect the while which 
shows at the openings. Mangosteens, a small 
round brown fruit of very delicate flavour, arc re- 
markable because on the outside skin arc four, 


five, or six little brown petals, arranged starwisc, 
corresponding with the number of juicy white sec- 
tions to be found inside. The Chinese market 
gardens near Rangoon produce a variety of good 
vegetables. Pine-apples grow in profusion but 
without care, and, therefore, are small and of 
moderate quality, though very cheap. With a 
little science, very fine pine-apples could be pro- 
ducetl in Burma. Rangoon’s fi^h supply comes 
from the Rangoon River, and could be greatly im- 
provetl. Prawn< are much in favour with the 
Burme-e. A deep-‘:ea trawling company brought 
itv supplies to market at the wrong time of day 


and soon became extinct 
Burnt:', retains its oh! s 
which is eqnai t<-> ^.-'o p- 


:!nrl.ard weight, the viss^ 
in'-ls. Pndde is s.-,;d hy 


ilomestic service or coolie labour. H'S pb'i' c 
taken by Madrassis, who do all tli-- doi!" 
work, and bv (ihittagonians tmf! Bengalis, v, i 
with Telegus from •^iadras, do tlw indiotri.d ,■ 
tigricultural work to wiiicii the Burniati ohc' 
In I’ppcr Burma the Burman lias les-. ohj« r a - ’ 
doing what has to he done; and as I"'' )’■■■■ 
work nil Government ollicers and enipkcoe. 
private firms have to employ Biirnic'e •eiv.ti 
these being nettrly idwtiys I pper Burni.o . 
Indian Ii.as the advantag'e, as a rnlc, <■; t.o ' . 
little Engli->h, which few Burmese 
<!o : anfi Burma he, ad ” is an nl.‘h' t-' | ' 
rusf’s iIh: ^ t- ^ 

and !> a difli'-ult language, ” Burn'.a I.' C'l 


tend'-ncy to fortgetfulne-s, an n.- li.e.i'C' 
thing'.s happen, am! an i.'Uih.Sit;, to ty 

V. (li* ‘!l u! "'ks Vr I* ti - 
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Indians v. Burmans. 

The Indian is despoiling- Burma, as the figures 
of postal orders issued and cashed in Burma show. 
The balance against Burma is about Rs.3 crores a 
year (;^2,ooo,ooo) , which represents the savings 
of thousands of domestic servants, industrial em- 
ployees, agricultural labourers, policemen, and 
others who are just as much “ birds of passage ” 
in Burma as are the Government officials and 
business men from the United Kingdom. The 
conditions under which Indian labour lives in 
Rangoon are highly insanitary^ and anti-social, 
but they enable the labourers to save money', which 
they send before them to their homes in India in 
anticipation of “ retirement,” just as tlie I.C.S. 
men or the hurra sahibs do. The Indian looks 
upon the Burman as a jiinglewala, and the Bur- 
man responds by calling the Indian hala 
(foreigner) and resenting his presence in a pro- 
vince which, it must be admitted, has largely' pros- 


and the Burmese regiments are better when serv- 
ing out of their own country'. 

Immigration. 

The figures of arrivals and departures each year 
make Rangoon the second largest immigrant port 
in the world, being exceeded only by those of New 
York. Most of the travellers are agricultural 
labourers from India, who go to Burma for a 
period of one or two y'ears, a number becoming 
permanent residents of the province. Complaints 
of poor treatment and of delay's on arrival owing 
to medical and other inspections were a subject of 
agitation for many years. Much of tlie trouble 
was admittedly' due to the inadequate landing 
arrangements provided at the port, and there is 
no doubt that the conditions for third-class pas- 
sengers were distinctly unfavourable up to the 
opening in 1921 of a new Port Health Station, 
whiclr can handle steamers with 3,000 deck pas- 
sengers each in three or four hours, every 
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pered through a free supply of Indian labour. The 
Burman even employ's Indian caretakers at the 
Sceat Shwedagon Pagoda, rather than people of 
bis own race; and a Burman policeman on Rs. 17 
^ month has been known to employ' the services 
of an Indian water-carrier rather than fetclr his 
own water. This short-sighted assumption of 
superiority is part of the cause of the Burman’s 
inability' to prevent the province and its capital 
being over-run by Indians and Chinese ; even his 
cousin and co-religionist, the Siamese, has the 
name of being more industrious, h whole-time 
monotonous occupation is abhorrent to the Bur- 
man, who likes variety and frequent holidays, 
''■ben he can take his pleasure with the best of 
'bem. Motor driving, just because it is full of 
excitement with an clement of risk, attracts^ the 
young Burman, who ought to be using his .abilities 
lit business or a profession. A company of Bur- 
mans who served in Mesopotamia with the Motor 
jransport Units did quite well; but barrack life 
‘Cacted on them, as on all Burmans, unfavourably. 


passenger being examined for plague or other 
disease. 

Climate. 

Although enjoying a much shorter cold season 
than Calcutta, Rangoon has a more equable cli- 
mate. About 100 inches of rain fall between carlv 
June and late October, and the trying months are 
.A.pril and May (before the rains break) and 
October, when they are coming to a close. Elec- 
tric fans, ice, and other amenities, however, make 
life tolerable even in these months, and Ran- 
goonites of the seventies and eighties would con- 
sider the present conditions Elysium as compared 
with their own. The temperature seldom rises 
above 96 and averages about So at S a.m. and 90 
or upwards at q p.m., with a drop to 60 or 5S at 
S a.m. for a few days in late December and carlv 
January. Motor cars arc a necessity, not a 
luxury, and the once fashionable ” lum'-tum ” or 
Victoria is now seldom seen. A break in tlte 
rains occurs in July nr .August, when the atmn- 
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spliere becomes very humid and everything- (and 
everybody) is stuffy. The legend that mushrooms 
grow on one’s boots during the rains still awaits 
confirmation, but daily attention to all leather 
articles by one’s “ boy ” is essential if they are to 
be kept in good condition. 

Political. 

.‘\mong the recent developments of political life 
in Burma is a desire fur separation from India. 
This is considered possible on all grounds except 



[Plioto . J. M. II Samuels. 

LOWER PHAYRE STREET, RANGOON. 


that of fnmticr defence, concerning whicli a spirit 
of easy optimism prevails. Financially Burma 
would benefit greatly, for the Customs revenue in 
Burma is considerable, and the whole of it, to- 
gether with the income tax ^a rapidly growing item 
of revenue), goes to India, whicii in return supplies 
Burma with troops. The Burma Military Police, a 
force about 15,000 strong, trained and equipped 
on militarv lines, is paid for by the province to the 
•extent of more than half its cost, and replaces 
British and Indian troops for frontier defence and 
internal security. 

The delay and neglect of India in dealing with 
Burma affairs, the long distance of Burma from 
Siml-i and Delhi, and the ignorance of Burmese 
affairs which the Coverment of India, occupied 
with larger and nearer problems, has displayed, all 
contribute to the, desire for separation and self- 
assertion as a unit of the British, not the Indian, 


Kmpire. 

Politic.d life began to develop after the famous 
declaration of August I'otii. 1917, whi-n lhi> pro- 
gres-ive realisation of responsible government was 
de<-!ared to be the Briti-h p dice for India. Jusr 
before then a Committee, mainly Burme-e, ap- 
polnte.'i in ti.e l-ieutenant-Governor. iinr! actually 
lieciined tV. a'k for the Legislative Council to be 
ma'ie ',,iect!\e. it baCng hitherto and -htee b-en 
u.eninated except for tuo commercial repre-enta- 
.be, .Vtrer th- d-'!arat! >n ot Auga-t. uii,. 


things began to move, and a deputation Uve.n 
various Burmese associations went to Calcutta i- 
December of that year to put before .Mr. .Mimtaga 
and Lord Clielmsford their wishes, whvh 
amounted to separate treatment of Burma from the 
rest of India. This was accepted and a new hien. 
tenant-Governor produced a sciieme which did not 
meet with popular approval. Two deputations of 
Burmans went to England to lay their ctise before 
Parliament; the Lieutenant-Governor and the 
Government of India prepared modified sehcme^: 
but finally the India Office fell back on the poli.a 
of treating Burma the same as the rest of India. 
The final proposals, altliough they have not satis- 
fied the Burmese politicians, arc undunhtedly 
libend. The franchise is on a low qualillcation, 
whicli lias given the vote to nearly two niillion.s out 
of between 10 and ii millions (portions of tlie pro- 
vince and all the Shan States being excluded from 
the reforms). The vote is given to women wlio 
possess the necessary qualifications. Indian.s and 
Karens are given special representation, and liie 
number of subjects transferred to public couiro! 
is greater than in India, including forests (wliicb 
yield over Rs.a crorcs revenue and are a growing 
asset) and education. Despite this very libera! 
.scheme, which is ahead of the other Indian p’-o* 
vinccs in all respects, there is a demand for ‘‘ Cotn- 
plcte Home Rule,” a catch phrase wliicb tliose 
who use it cannot define. Experience has .sboy.n 
that the extremists arc always dissatisfied vltb 
each progressive scheme and keep on asking for 
more. .A boycott of the new Legislative Council 
of 103 members was threatened, hut its fiilfilnn nt 
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political g-enius of the people, if they will exercise 
the sturdy common-sense which those who know 
them best claim to be behind all the nonchalant 
gaiety and recklessness for which they are more 
generally known. In the forests they have a 
treasure which only needs care to become a great 
source of income for all time. Development in 
other respects is afoot with every encouragement 
from Government. Search is being continually 
made for the province’s one great need — coal 
(most of the Burma coal is very “ )-oung ” and 
therefore friable) and measures for the improve- 
ment of the capital are being considered. 

The Port and Its History. 

As already mentioned, Rangoon became a regu- 
larly established port in 1S53. For many years 
afterwards a Government flotilla was maintained 
for the conve)'ance of troops and Government 
stores on the Irrawaddy River, together with a 
dockyard and workshops at Rangoon for repairing 
the steamers and flats, etc. Both flotilla and build- 
ings were taken over in 1S64 by the Irrawaddy 
Flotilla Company, Ltd., which has now a very 
large fleet of river craft. 

Rangoon became the seat of the local Govern- 
ment in 1862. It had made but moderate progress 
as a port during the preceding ten years of British 
occupation. A ligilitship had been placed at the 
mouth of the river (in June, 1S52), and a wooden 
wharf had been built in the port itself (in 1S59). 
The earliest statistics readily available are for the 
official year 1861-62. In that )’ear the receipts 
of the Rangoon port fund, including Rs.5,174 
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jvharfage, aggregated Rs. 60,072, “ showing an 
mcrease of nearly 100 per cent, over the previous 
” ; and the expenditure amounted to 
‘'"^• 44 ; 940 ) most of which was on account of 
■^^tablislimcnts, stores, and repairs to the light- 
'■cssel and boats. The number of vessels which 


entered the port in 1S61-62 was 43S, with a ton- 
of 157,472, equal to 340 tons per vessel. The 
mlk of the trade at this time was coastwise, but 
kw vessels entering the port direct from foreign 
countries; and most of the goods were landed on 
k hank of the river from cargo boats. The value 


of the imports in the year already mentioned was 
Rs. 1,23,87,679, and of the exports Rs. 1,40,26,752, 
a total of Rs.2, 64,14, 431. 

The report of the working of the Rangoon Port 
Trust during 1926-27 shows that the receipts 
amounted to Rs. 79, 68, 000, and the expenditure to 
Rs. 77 lakhs, showing a surplus of Rs.2, 68,000. 
Compared with the previous year, the receipts 
show a decline of about Rs. 6 lakhs, but this is 
due to the reduction in the rate of the river due on 
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all goods discharged from or shipped into sea- 
going vessels from 7 annas to 5 annas which took 
effect from August, 1926. 

The total tonnage of the sea-borne trade was a 
little less than 5 million tons, of which about 3^ 
million tons constituted exports. The total num- 
ber of vessels entering the port was 1,439. Com- 
pared with the previous year, there was a small 
decline in the tonnage as well as in the number of 
vessels. 

Calcutta, Bombay, and Karachi take precedence 
of Rang'oon as regards volume of trade, but in 
respect of value Rangoon comes third on the list 
of Indian ports. It should be understood that 
Burma has no monopoly of the rice trade; its 
strength lies in the production, well above all local 
needs, of a very good second quality rice, which 
the millers can turn into European qualitv. Straits 
quality, and other varieties, the milling methods 
being adjusted according to the nature of the 
demand. 

The Gulf of Martaban receives three important 
rivers, the Irrawaddy (of which the Rangoon 
River may be considered one of the many mouths), 
the Sittang, and the Salween. Each brings with 
it large quantities of silt, .so that the traveller 
approaching Rangoon either from Calcutta on the 
north, Colombo on the south-west, or the Straits 
on the south, will notice the muddy colour of the 
water before the low fiat coast of B-urma is rightetl. 
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Between Burma and the Andaman Islands is the 
Andaman Deep, one of the greatest holes in the 
sea floor of the globe; and visitors to Rangoon 
who experience an occasional shock of earthquake 
are usually offered the following explanation : 
The silt brought down by the rivers is carried far 
out to sea, and lies upon the lip of the Andaman 
Deep, where at times the accumulation falls into 
the hole, the resultant shock producing an earth- 
quake in Lower Burma. This explanation may or 
may not be true, but it serves. The earthquake 
shocks seldom do much damage beyond broken 
crockery and glass ; but a shock in September, 
1918, brought Thomas Cook and Son’s building 
much closer to the adjoining structure than it was 
before. Through the “ made ground ” of Ran- 
goon runs a spur of laterite diagonally from the 
north-west of the town to Monkey Point on the 
river bank south-east, the buildings on which 


Wireless telephonic communication between 
the pilot vessel and the Port Trust office was 
established and brought into use from December 
I St, 1926. In view of the contemplated closin'^ 
of the Elephant Point telegraph station, a sclieme 
IS being prepared to provide for the use of tlie in- 
stallation for the transmission of shipping intelli- 
gence. 

One important question regarding the port was 
in regard to the serious effects on the maintenance 
of Rangoon as a deep-water port, which may be 
expected to result from the river training opera- 
tions being carried out by the Forest Department 
at the headwaters of the Rangoon River. After 
consulting their engineers in London, the trustees 
decided in 1927 to urge the early constitution of 
a competent authority for the administration of 
the Irrawaddy and Rangoon Riversystems,inor(Icr 
to effect co-ordination of conflicting interests and 
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are usually not affected. Artesian wells sunk in 
this laterite yield good fresh water, which is used 
by the local mineral water manufacturers. 

The approach to the Rangoon River from the 
sea is provided with several lights and lightships, 
on the reefs and shoals off the coast and at the en- 
trance to some of the mouths of the Irrawaddy, 
which arc in the charge of the Royal Indian 
Marine at Rangoon. Cape Negrais, at the south- 
west corner of Burma, has been the scene of some 
bad wrecks, and it has been frequently suggested 
that more powerful sound and light signals should 
be placed around the coast so as to aid navigation, 
especially the shoal lightships, which some experi- 
enced mariners think should be well away' from 
their present situation. The Rangoon River itself 
is kept constantly under observation by the River 
Survey staff of the Port Commissioners, and the 
pilot sendee is well maintained, upwards of twenty 
pilots being engaged, with harbour masters to 
take charge of the vessels on arrival at the inner 
harbour and direct them to the mooring.s. 


the acquisition of experience and practice. In the 
opinion of the trustees such an authority is re- 
quired to formulate proposals for the investigation 
of various problems and to direct such surveys and 
other requirements as are considered essential bv 
the Departments concerned. 

The Port of Rangoon consists of the harlionr 
proper, or what may be described as the inner 
harbour, where the Rangoon River is sonic 800 
yards Avidc, and where arc provided 14 swinging 
and 8 fixed double moorings for sea-going craft. 
To reach the harbour all vessels have to cross t n 
Hastings Shoal by the Monkey Point Oiannel. 
which is maintained by' constant dredging, an. 
can be entered at certain states of the tide by 
vessels up to 33 feet draught; but 
vessels cannot be accommodated to tfi.it 
in the harbour, with the result th.nt tliey a ^ 
obliged to complete their loading >'■ 
Hastings Shoal, where the Commissione.'.s ma ■' 
tain five swinging and six fixed moorings, u.- 
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Hastings Shoal is situated below Rangoon at the 
junction of the Rangoon River, the Pegu River, 
and the Pazundaung Creek, and for very many 
years has been a serious menace to the Port of 
Rangoon. Erosion of the river bank has been 
taking place for years, and the Hastings Shoal 
has at the same time enormously increased in size. 

Since the war a number of proposals have been 
made in connection with the port’s development, 
and these have culminated in what may be de- 
scribed as the Dawbon Dock Scheme. 


vide a total of 48 berths. Adjacent to the docks 
will be a large area for produce, timber and 
mineral depots, whilst between the “ port ” area 
and the city of Rangoon there will be approxi- 
mately 1,000 acres available for housing and gene- 
ral industrial development. The whole will be 
adequately served by rail, affording direct connec- 
tion between the docks and the main railway sys- 
tem of the province. The scheme is primaril}^ de- 
signed to provide for rail-bome traffic, but 
eventually every facility for all kinds of port traffic 
will be given. 
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Dawbon Dock Scheme. 

The Dawbon Dock Scheme is a complete de- 
parture from any attempt to meet the problem of 
expansion b}’ continuing on past methods. While 
retaining all the existing accommodation in the 
harbour and remodelling it to better advantage, it 
includes the construction of deep-water docks, 
available for entr}' at all stages of the tide, which 
'"1 provide for overseas shipping without cross- 
ing the Hastings Shoal. 

I he land required for the purpose lies immedi- 
‘Ttely to the east of Rangoon at Dawbon, separ- 
•^tod from the city proper by the Pazundaung 
reek, a narrow waterway some 600 feet only in 
'\idth. On the banks of this creek are numerous 
Lillis, on the Rangoon as well as on the Dawbon 
•'de, and railway connection already exists be- 
"een the provincial main line and Dawbon. The 
^rea to be developed approximates 2,000 acres, 
•rird IS low-lying paddv land entirely utilised for 
• Rricultiiral purposes, which, it is anticipated, will 
’e inexpensively acquired. Out of this area some 
o rire earmarked for docks. Expansion 

'i^r the whole reserved area will eventually pro- 


Two bridges are projected to connect Rangoon 
and Dawbon to carry tramways and vehicular 
traffic of every description. On the Pegu River 
side of the docks will be a depot for inland vessels 
and for coal, the latter serred by rail and by jetties 
for direct unloading and for bunkering by lighters. 
The outer entrance to the dock will serve as a 
tidal basin in which the largest ships can lie in 
slack water before passing through the lock-wav, 
and will be approached by a short dredged channel 
\yith a depth of 35 feet at low water of spring 
tide. The entrance lock will have a width of So 
to 100 feet, and a dry dock will be provided along- 
side capable of taking the largest siiips ever likeh- 
to visit the port. On one of the quavs at the outer 
entrance n passenger station will be located, con- 
nected with the main railway svstem. In the 
immediate vicinity land will be available for work- 
shop sites, .and the Commissioners propose to 
establish their own workshops and slipways in the 
neighbourhood of the dock entrance. 

The fulfilment of the Dawbon Dock Sch.cme will 
at once -=ct free much foresliore on the harbour 
that has hitherto been earmarked for tntffic dV- 
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without providing any new source of revenue or 
increasing accommodation in the port. It is esti 
mated that the Dawbon Dock Sciieme will more 
than pay for itself, and will provide for unlimited 
and inevitable expansion of provincial trade The 
scheme will directly benefit tlie cultivator, and it 
IS anticipated, will have an immediate efl'ect in a 
reduction of shipping costs. It is being projected 
in close association with the Rangoon Develop- 
ment Trust which, for its part, will undertake de- 
velopment for housing and industrial purposes. 

_ 1 he works are now in progress, but it is anti- 
cipated that some years must elapse before the 
new dock will be in ,a condition to receive ship- 
ping. When, however, the growth of Rangoon 
in the past generation is visualised, the necessity 
is obvious for undertaking a generous scheme of 
dock development at the capital of a province with 
great capacity for expansion in every direction. 
Briefly', the Dawbon Scheme will, when com- 
pleted, place Rangoon in the select list of the 
world’s best equipped, most efficient, and most 
prosperous ports. 


It is well linown that snakes do not masticate 
their food and are capable of swallowing animals 
of a girth much greater than their own. Seldom 
does the opportunity occur of capturing a large 
snake immediately after it has had a big meal, 
and more rarely do circumstances permit a pho- 
tographic record in that connection being secured. 
The picture shows a python, 15 feet in length, and a 
full-grown female barking deer which was removed 
from its stomach. The deer, which was covered 
with slime, had been swallowed only a few hours, 
and the only evidence of the commencement of 
digestive action was in the eye-balls, which the 
photograph shows unnaturally white. 

The manner in which the body was arranged 
for swallowing is an interesting demonstration of 
the reptile's intelligence. Sw.allowing commenced 
at the head : but the hind legs were brought for- 
ward with the hooves together against the throat, 
while the fore-legs trailed bacim-ard against the 
belly and between the hind-legs. Not a bone was 
broken, and the only injun' to the skin was the 
wound plainly seen on the near foreleg. ' where 
the deer had been seized by the snake. 

The python was reported by Barmans to be in 
dense undergrowth in a swamp, and it was decided 
to take it alive in order to get the skin undamaged. 
The capture was effected with the stick shown in 
the picture. A roped noose was attached to the 
forlted end of the stick. The noose was passed 
over the snake’s head (an operation simpler than 
it may appear), and then drawn tight: the reptile 
was soon helpless. That the python was still 
alive when the photograph was taken, immediately 
after the writhing had subsided, is proved by 
the distension of the breathing aperture within 
the mouth. 

The capture vas made and the photograph taken 
by Dr. J. .Morrow Campbell, on June 12th, 1922. 
near B-aw. about fifteen miles southward from 
.Maymyo. Burma. 



velopment, and it will be possible to g-ive much- 
needed relief to the congested Indian, coasting and 
inland water-borne traffic by utilising the facilities 
that have had to be reserved for the foreign traffic. 
Ihe Dawbon Dock Scheme proposals will be in 
augmentation of the existing port facilities, and 
moorings will be maintained in the harbour for 
vessels to load direct from lighters ; but the volume 
of rail-borne traffic in minerals, timber, cotton, 
grain, seeds, etc., for overseas will steadily' in- 
crease and will be diverted to the docks, where the 
adjacent depots v'ill provide for the occupation of 
merchants’ godowns where re-bagging, cleaning, 
and pressing operations will be possible. 

Only' those acquainted with the Port of Rangoon 
will realise what a weight will be lifted from the 
shoulders of the port authorities, shipowners, and 
mariners by the new dock scheme in so far as it 
avoids the necessity for crossing the Hastings 
Shoal, and the cost of making and maintaining a 
deep-water channel across it and into the inner 
harbour which would involve large expenditure 
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Be not afeard ; the isle is full of noises, 

Sounds and sweet airs that give delight and hurt 
not. 

Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments 
Will hum about mine ears, and sometimes voices 
That, if I then had waked after long sleep, 


Will make me sleep again ; and then, in dreaming, 
The clouds methought would open and show 
riches 

Ready to drop upon me, that, when I waked, 

I cried to dream again. 

— Shakespeare : The Tempest. 


“ Lanka, the Resplendent.” 

ANDFALL is now an out- 
worn thrill, but there is 
promise of romance in the 
first far-off glimpse of 
Ceylon, when the voyager 
sees Adam’s Peak emerge 
out of the ocean, like the 
spiked boss of a mighty 
shield, to lift up a roseate 
dawn. Let season and 
hour conspire that the 
approach to this beautiful 
island may be a worthy 
prelude to the delights in 
store. Dawn and the 
month of Januar}' are the 
most favourable combina- 
tion, affording clear skies 
and softened tones. The 
catcher on deck, faring from the North, would 
or many a night have observed, on the straight 
from Aden, the increased declination of the 
lole Star and the circling Bear; with the drop 
of the horizon the famous constellation of the 
outhern Cross would have climbed into view. As 
'0 steamer ploughed eastward he would have 
seen the western star-groups set more swiftly and 
1 'c eastern arise ahead of time. That, at any rate, 

’ he were so minded, would be the witness of his 
fo the nearness of lat. 7 N., long. So E., 
's the unromantic cartographical indication 
yolombo’s place on the planet. .And it were 
thus to have an eye for the celestial guide- 
oiarKs of the old-time voyagers, for, as we shall 
‘ the newest lover of Cevlon is but the latest 
J!. ' ‘'""'d varied line. Many are the lands and 

tongues, from the dim past to the present 
•o . in which her praises have been sung. 


It is not the dawn silhouette of the central 
mountain mass alone that makes the first sight of 
Ceylon memorable. Eye-weary from the desert 
landscapes lately passed, as we approach up the 
coast from the south we find relief (and a revela- 
tion) in the gladdening verdure that clothes the 
land from mountain to plain, to ring the gleaming 
shore with a continuous girdle of coconut-palms ; 
in the glimpses of green and silver coves ; blue 
seas that match the immaculate vault above ; or, 
in the season of the south-west monsoon, great 
breakers that dash themselves on shore or sea- 
wall and veil the land in a scudding drift of foam. 

That impression of a shining, verdant isle we 
shall bear away with us. It will endure when we 
have forgotten that Ceylon is the land of the ruby, 
the sapphire, and the pearl, the land of the elephant 
and the peacock, the land of tea ; or when perhaps 
we have forgotten, what we shall learn, that it is 
the land of a people with an ancient culture eagerly 
embracing a new, an understanding and friendly 
people that has already plucked the fruits of a 
century of friendship with British missionary, 
ruler, and colonist. For, as we now enter 
Colombo’s fine harbour, which is entirely the work 
of human enterprise wresting a safe anchorage uut 
of a wave-tom beach, with all the evidence of a 
clamorous trade around, we are aware of the 
green battalions pressing to the brink so as to 
give jetty and pier and other apparatus of human 
activity the appearance of an intrusion into 
Nature’s domain with the precarious purchase of 
a bare foothold on its margin. Red roof and stark 
chininey, storage tank and hotel facade lie sub- 
merged’ in verdure; church spire and dome and 
tower stand breast-deep in the green flood. 

That is how ‘‘ Lanka the Respk-ndent ” is fi.-st 
seen. .As the twin arms of the bay clo'^e around us, 
we mark the belt of palms fading into the hori- 
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zon’s glare to northward, while in the south Mount 
Lavinia Head, with its hotel shining in the sun, 
bars from view, but does not break, the wondrous 
■cincture. 

Believed by some to have been the Tarshish of 
the Bible, whence her ships carried wood for the 
building of Solomon’s temple, and peacocks and 
ivory for trade; reported to Alexander the Great 
by his admirals as having a 500-mile coastline and 
abounding in sea-monsters ; swept by hordes of 
continental invaders ; conquered and brought to a 
high pitch of development by the dynasty of one 


Sinbad the Sailor figures as the type of tlie men 
who have praised the hospitality 'of her peon'e- 
visited by Marco Polo, who tells how Kublai Khan 
coveted the king’s ruby and obtained a did, of 
green porphyry, a relic of Adam ; closed to Euro- 
pean traffic by the Arab mastery of the Indian seas; 
linked with Venice in the heyday of her prosperity 
by a trade agreement; accidentally re-discovered 
b}' Portuguese seamen and thus once more drawn 
into the main current of European affairs, until 
after centuries of vicissitudes, in which statecraft 
saved her from one invader to throw her into the 



SHADOW OF ADAM’S PEAK THROWN ON BIBLE ROCK AT SUNRISE. 


such, a royal scion ; converted to Buddhism, a 
faith to foster which was extolled as the highest 
kingly virtue and the glories of which, as sung in 
the ancient chronicle (itself a unique boast among 
Indian countries), were one with the glories of her 
kings ; drawn into the main stream of history by 
embassies to Rome, whose chronicler, Pliny, has 
recorded one, and Marcellinus another; mapped 
bv Ptolemy, the geographer, upon information 
elicited from Phoenician and .Arab merchants; 
visited bv the much-travelled Chinese monk, Fa 
Hien, for the purpose of consulting the sacred 
books : busied in the ways of commerce while no 
town in northern Europe had yet received its 
• scene of an .Arabian Isight s tale, in %\hicli- 


lands of another, the chances of the Napok'ot'i' 
vars and the balance of parties brought I‘.ngi‘'i^‘ 
lore as the successor of the Dutch, to carry on t u. 
:nterprise they had barely begun, Ceylon has in t 
ast hundred years and more been firmly set on 1 is 
iroad highway of peaceful progress ancl de'' "P 
nent, worthv of her fair repute in literature. 

It is of 'Tir/aZr/ (the Resplendent 
Golden,’ the ‘ Divine,’ as the ancient J-n'-t - 
loets have variouslv stvled her, Smltoln ' ’''J 
the Land of the Lion Race), name later : 

nto Serendib, Ceilao, Ceylon, the W-e 

ireeks and Romans immortalised^ m Milton > ^ 

hat Sir Emerson Tennent. Colonial See ri 
-ieutenant-Governor hetu'cen i ^45 
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wrote: “ There is no island in the world, Great 
Britain itself not excepted, that has attracted the 
attention of authors in so many distant ages and 
so many different countries as Ceylon ; there is no 
nation in ancient or modern times possessed of a 
language or literature, the writers of which have 
not at some time made it their theme. Its aspect, 
its religion, its antiquities and productions, have 
been described as well by classic Greeks as by those 
of the lower empire, by the Romans, by the writers 
of China, Burma, India, and Cashmere, by the 
geographers of Arabia and Tersia, by the medije- 
val voyagers of Portugal and France, by the 


Topography. 

Ceylon is roughly a pear-shaped island, with the 
“ stalk ” end to the north, pendent from the 
southern end of the continent of India. In area it 
is about 25,000 square miles, rather less than Ire- 
land ; its length north to south is about 270 miles ; 
its greatest breadth about 140 miles. The whole 
of the coast line is low and sandy, and the nor- 
thern half of the island from sea to sea is a vast 
unbroken plain. In the remaining portions of the 
countr}”^ the low lands extend inland for distances 
up to 70 or So miles, to the foot of the central 
mountain mass, which covers an area of over 
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annalists of Portugal and Spain, by the merchants 
^>id adventurers of Holland, and by the travellers 
topographers of Great Britain. . . . The 
, J/'i’nians designated it by the epithet of Lanka, 
Ihe Resplendent,’ and in their dreamy rhapso- 
■es extolled it as the region of mysterj- and sub- 
'mity;^ the Buddhist poets gracefully apostro- 
P used it as a ‘ pearl upon the brow of India ’ ; the 
uuese knew it as the ‘ Island of Jewels the 
■■ceks as ‘ The Land of the Hyacinth and the 
|uby ’ • the I^Iahomedans, in the intensity of 
leir delight, assigned it to the exiled parents of 
as a new elvsium to console them for the 
of Paradise ; and the early navigators of 
‘IS they returned dazzled with its gems, 
r.'l . '^den with its costly spices, propagated the 
'' e that far to seaward the very breeze that blew 
’■oni It \vas redolent of perfume.” 


4,000 square miles. On the north the hills rise 
precipitously from the plains, less abruptly on the 
southern and western sides. The general trend 
of the ranges is south-east to north-west, showing 
that the lifting forces came from the south-west. 

This mountain region is of great natural strate- 
gical strength. The circuit of its wall is unbroken, 
and access to it is to be had only bv a few passes. 
The best known of these is Kadugannawa. bv 
which the railway and road reach Kandv from the 
west coast. Tlie south-eastern portion" of the hill 
country, called “ Cva,” consists of a rolling pla- 
teau encircled by higher hills: the remaining and 
larger part_ presents a scries of steep tumbled 
mountains intersected by long and narrow vallcvs. 
and only in Uvo places are there considerable 
towns, situated in ” cup.< ” among the hills. The^e 
are Kandy (r.Ax) ft.) and Xuwara Eiiya (b.zoo ft.). 
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the hill-stations of the colony. R.andy is famous 
in history as the stronghold and last retreat of the 
Sinhalese kings. The highest mountain peaks 
range from Adam’s Peak (about 7,350 ft.) to 
Pidurutalagala ((8,300 ft.), the highest point in 
the island, a noble mountain overlookins- Nuwara 
Eliya. 

Climate. 

The surrounding ocean and the mountains de- 
termine the climate of Ceylon. In all parts the 
temperature is remarkably even ; in the low coun- 
try the variation is only from warm to warmer : in 
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the mountains from cool to cooler. The rainfall 
is liberal, and there are two well-defined rainy 
seasons for monsoons — north-east, October to 
December, and south-west, May to June. The 
former monsoon is the more general in rainfall 
effect over the whole island. The mountains rise 
less abruptly and at a greater distance from the 
sea in the eastern side, and hence the rain clouds 
have a more distributed effect. But, in the south- 
west monsoon, the rains do not reach the eastern 
side of the central mountain range, and the vapours 
are condensed against the abrupt western slopes. 
This process may often be seen strikingly illus- 
trated during the railway journey eastward from 
Pattipola,the summit of the railway, towards Uva. 
The railway passes through a short tunnel_ under 
the crest of a mountain. .Approaching it, the 
train passes through heavy rain and mists. In 
a few minutes it emerges on the other slope of the 
mountain, and the “ rolling plains ” of L'va are 


disclosed to the traveller under a smiling sun and 
blue sktj.^^ From the situation of the mountain 
massif _ and its effect on the rainfall, arises the 
climatic differentiation of “ dry zone ” and “ wet 
zone ” in Ceylon. The former broadly consists of 
the eastern and northern plains, the latter of tlie 
west and south-west low country and the mountain 
region. But it is a difference of small degree when 
compared with the wide divergence prevailing in 
a continent like India. From the driest to^he 


wettest region the range of average rainfall is 
from about 25ins. to about iSoins. per annum. 
The result is that in striking contrast to the vast, 
arid deserts of India, even the “dry zone ’’ regions 
of Ceylon are covered with forest and vegetation 
which presents throughout the year an appearance 
of fresh verdure. 


Flora. 


The opulence of the vegetation is revealed by 
the fact that while Ceylon is smaller than Ireland 
it has 3,000 species of flowering plants and ferns, 
Avhich is three times as many as the British Isles 
can boast, while that number does not include the 
mosses and fungi, etc., not yet fully surveyed, hut 
likely to yield an equal number again. 

The dry northern zone, as determined by the 
position of the mountains, approximate.^ more 
nearly to the character of South India, while the 
flora of the wetter districts is Malaysian. Briefly, 
the coconut yields place to the palmyra palm. In- 
deed, there are not wanting those who find a new 
beauty in the coastal landscapes of Jaffna with its 
tide-fiats and clumps of palm. 

The whole of the wet low country was once 
under forest, but there has been a great waste of 
this capital on the part of the villager, who fells, 
burns off, and then scratches the .surface of the 
ground for a few scanty crops of poor grain. 
Modern forest conservation has been in time to 
prevent excessive denudation of the uplands for 


tea and rubber. .. 

The forests are equatorial and evergreen. iW 
tall trunks of the hard-wood timber trees arc 

smothered in a rank undergrowth, under wliiei 

again a wealth of herbs is found; in the 
forests European buttercups, brambles, mo t » 
and valerians make their appearance. 

The proportion of endemic species (30 perec • 
is very large for a continental island, hut it is n ^ 
these that contribute colour and hcautv 
commonest gardens, so attractive to ' t., 

llamboyant, temple-trcc, shoe-flower, a < ‘ ^ 

croton, lettuce-tree, even the coconut an * 
nut palms, are all aliens. .Some of thc.se, > 
lantana and the sunflower, have 
countrv, la.st of the island’s many 
vaders ! .Acacias, wattle.s, conifers and g 
liave been successfully introduced m 1 
uplands. But one must not fad to 
remarkable plants that are native to th 
namely, the na, the ixora and he mtirn ta.^^^^ ^ 
like the maidenhair and the gold ^ 

hothouse specimens of tempera c - • - > 
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special element of beauty, crowding every cranny. 

The fruits are plentiful and delicious, though 
again mostly of foreign origin. Almost the only 
natives are the plantain, as the banana is called 
locally, and the jambu (Eugenia). Well-known 
favourites like the mango, durian, jak, mangos- 
teen, nam-nam, guava, pine-apple, cashew, 
papaw, tamarind, lime, shaddock, pomegranate, 
sapodilla, lovi-lovi, custard-apple, soursop, and 
avocado-pear, are such as can be obtained any- 
where in the tropics. In fact, the whole of the 
tropical flora can be found here in brief and con- 
venient compass, and scientific men revel in their 
opportunity. 

Fauna. 

Coming to the fauna, the leopard and some cats 
represent the carnivores, while of mammals the 
elephant fills the largest room. Gone are the 
glorious days of Sir Samuel Baker, for elephants 
are now scarcely shot with the gun, unless they 
have been proclaimed as dangerous and destruc- 
tive. The}' share the forests and the grassy plains 
with the bears, buffaloes, monkeys, peacocks, and 
pig; the latter is shot in Ceylon, owing to the 
nature of the country making “ sticking ” 
impossible. 

The monkeys are notable, several peculiar 
species being found. The sambhur and some 
smaller species of deer are threatened with extinc- 
tion, but game sanctuaries (an attraction for the 
animal lover as distinct from the sportsman) have 
been created to preserve these and other wild 
species. 

Cataloguing the rest, there are jackals, hares, 
porcupines, squirrels, bats, flying-foxes, croco- 
diles, cobras, vipers, armadillos, porpoises, sharks, 
and, more rarely, dugongs. 

Myriads of aquatic birds of wide distribution 
are found in the tank country, and in lagoons and 
salt-marshes. Eagles, falcons, owls, trogons, 
bornbills, cuckoos, woodpeckers and parrots pro- 
vide some peculiar species. 

Of songsters there is none of any repute in the 
low. country, though the magpie-robin of the 
ff^^^len has surely missed its public ; the Nuwara 
Eliya robin and thrush emulate their European 
namesakes. The spurred partridge and the jungle 
nock have a characteristic call. Game-birds are 
.undant, and the “ sportsman ” is well pro- 
vided for. Of garden birds, the tailor-bird and 
Oc sun-bird are notable, while in the country- the 
'yeaver-birds liave an interest all their own with 
’cir colonies of retort-shaped nests. The talking 
jnyna must not be forgotten ; but king of mimics 
ys the king-crow, a species of drongo. Thieving 
'^rows and sparrows haunt the bungalows. The 
yuckoo s scream has earned it the soubriquet of 
)r.ain-fevcr bird, while tbe air is vocal with the 
yails of barbet and bulbul and the cooing of doves, 
’otterflies abound, though not of remarkable 
ypecies ; swarms are met with sometimes for mile 
Ton mile. Briefly, Ceylon is the Paradise of the 


naturalist, and he has not to go far out of 
Colombo to prove it. 

Early History. 

Upon Adam’s Peak, the apex of the equilateral 
triangle of the mountains of Ceylon, countless 
mariners and adventurers from the most ancient 
times have gazed, and pious pilgrims of four 
great world religions, Hindus, Buddhists, Maho- 
medans, and Christians, to this day climb its 
slopes to worship before the sacred “ footprint.” 
Hindus call the mountain “ Sivan-adi-padam ” 
(footprints of Siva), Buddhists ” Sira-pada ” (the 
sacred footprint) ; and while Alahomedans travel 
there to view the spot where, they say, our first 
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ancestor, Adam, trod, Christian pilgrims com- 
memorate the visit of St. Thomas, the first Chris- 
tian missionary to the East. .A-nd it is strange to 
record that even the insect world is said to be 
affected by the impulse of a pilgrimage to tliis 
renowned peak ; for in the hot season of tlie year, 
between the N.E. and S.W. monsoons, thousands 
of yellow butterflies can be seen in the central, 
northern, and western portions of the island, wing-- 
ing their southerly flight in the exact direction of 
.Adam's Peak. The .Sinhalese people have, there- 
fore, an alternative name for the mountain. 
“ Samanagala,” which means ‘‘ Bulterflv Rock.” 

This diversity of people making their wav to- 
wards the great religious mountnm is symbolic of 
the history of Ceylon ; far the island," from it< 
position in the midst of ocean currents and winds, 
and its easy access from the great continent of 
India by the 20 mile sea passage, v.lih the rocks 
various!}' known as ” .\<;am*s ” or ’* Rama's ” 
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Bricig'e, has been the goal of foreign invaders and 
adventurers from the beginning of its recorded 
history. It is a history of racial invasions and 
conquests from the Indian continent, the defeated 
inhabitants being gradually driven from the nor- 
thern plains, then splendidly fertile, into the cen- 
tral mountain region, while the conquerors settled 
down to enjoy the produce of those fertile lands. 
Meanwhile adventurers from distant Europe had 
from time to time visited the island and brought 
back glowing stories of its wealth. Indeed, there 
is ample evidence of earl^' knowledge of Ceylon in 
Europe, and of intercourse between the two. 
Ceylon was known to the Greeks and Romans 
under the name of Taprobane ; and there have been 
found in the island Roman coins covering five 
centuries, and bearing the images of twenty-two 
of the Roman Emperors. Thus early was Cejdon 
in some sort of relation to the western world. 

In the middle of the fourteenth century it was a 
country of great wealth and greater potentialities ; 
a countr}' with a long written histor}' kept up in 
poetic form as the famous “ Mahavansa,” the 
chronicle of the Sinhalese race, with kings who 
held despotic power over a population which was 
undoubtedly greater than is the population in the 
twentieth centur}'; with a hierarchy of pious and 
learned priests who had preserved the Buddhist 
religion in its purest form for centuries ; with royal 
and sacred cities of vast extent, and adorned by 
splendid temples and palaces, now in ruins and 
overgrown b}' jungle; with vast irrigation lakes 
which, by a system of canals, fertilised all the 
northern plain. Of all these wonders only the 
Buddhist religion and its traditions have sur- 
vived — its symbol the ancient Bo-tree of -Anurad- 
hapura, which, with a recorded history of more 
than two thousand years, may well be called a 
wonder of the world. The descendants of the 
last Kandyan kings live in obscure exile in India ; 
their stately cities of Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, 
and others of their hom.es in the northern plains, 
lie buried in jungle ; the bunds of their vast irriga- 
tion lakes have crumbled ; and the lands which 
they fertilised, once the home of teeming popula- 
tions, who lived on their produce, are now over- 
grown with forest and peopled by elephant, 
leopard, and deer. The miserable descendants of 
the once prosperous subjects of the Sinhalese 
kings eke out a precarious existence by cultivations 
of small forest clearings of “ dr)- grains,” and 
are gradually dying out, a prey to the dread 
malaria which takes such enormous toll of Eastern 
people. 

But there is another side to this picture. If all 
this decay has occurred in one portion of the 
countrv, and on one side of its activitic.s, there is 
a wonderful record of progress in the hill countr)- 
and the southern and western plains ; and this of 
progress achieved under manifold difficulties and 
in the face of great natural obstacles. This double 
storv is the storv practically of Ceylon’s intimate 
relationship to the v.-cstem world. 


The earliest known inhabitants of Ceylon .ire 
called in the Sinhalese language by the'nanio af 
” Veddahs,” which means ” hunters,” or alte?- 
oately, ” Yakshas ” (devils). Within liyin- 
memory there were still surviving in the remote 
southern and eastern jungles sufficient numbers of 
the races, retaining their primitive habits, to fur- 
nish study for the eminent ethnologists, Max 
iluller and Seligman. The number, however, of 
these pure-blooded Veddahs who still live by hunt- 
ing alone and retain their original characteristics 
IS now very small, and is decreasing rapidly. There 
is strong evidence that through inter-marriage in 
historic times with the Sinhalese invaders,’ this 
aboriginal race has had some influence upon the 
Kandyan Sinhalese (the inhabitants of the moun- 
tains), who in many respects difl'er from the low- 
country, or maritime Sinhalese. 

To a country inh.abited by such people tlie first 
known invasion on a large scale originated from 
Northern India in about the 6th century B.C., and 
these invaders, who arrived under their King 
Vijaya, were the ancestors and founders of the 
Sinhalese race. 


They came from the region now called Behar, 
near the banks of the Ganges River. They were 
of Indo-. 4 ryan stock, speaking Pali, a dialect form 
of the parent Aryan tongue, which was closely 
related to the ” literary,” or written, language 
Sanskrit, and which developed into the modern 
Sinhalese. It was this same dialect which was 
the medium of the preaching of Gautama Buddha. 

Warlike and adventurous, these invaders had 
earned the name ” Sinhala ” (Lion Slayers), and 
thence comes the title of the race, “ Sinhalese. 
Their conquest of the northern region of Ceylon, 
and their partial absorption of the aboriginal 
Veddahs, are illustrated in the legend of Vijaya s 
marriage to a Veddah princess, who, in the story, 
later abandoned and driven forth by her hushaiu 
in favour of a new Indian queen, sought refuge 
amongst those of her own kin who had retreatet 
into the mountains. 

Then followed, about 300 B.C., the greatest 
epoch in Ceylon’s history, the propagation or 
Buddhism through the visit of Mahindm son o 
the great Buddhist Emperor, Asoka. of Northern 
India. There is little doubt that Mahinda l>roiight 
with him the authentic Buddhist canon, and nh", 

him, and later Buddhist missionaries, li e in'tn 

spread through Ceylon. From being 
form of colloquial speech, Pah 
literary language, en.shrining works. < ; 

such as the ” Tripitaka ” or Fmldhist 
and historical like the ‘ Dipav.ms. 

“ Nfahavansa.” , ,1 

Through a time of peaceful deyelopm nt ^ 
Sinhalese kings and their people lived '' h , 
peritv. Vmrriors and conquerors v."e i - 
bv agriculturists and builders, 
built’the royal cities, and more prodiirtn I ^ 
the country with those va-.* arti mi. ^ 
lakes whichlater fell into rums, and are - 
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slowl}" and painfully restored by the Ce3'lon 
Government. 

But it could not be supposed that so fair a land, 
so near, could escape the covetous attention of 
neighbours in Southern India, themselves war- 
like, pressed southward by fierce invaders from 
the Deccan, living in a more inhospitable clime. 
And so the Tamil invasions began : and thencefor- 
ward for manj" centuries the history of Cejdon 
centres round the royal city of Anuradhapura, 
taken by invaders, retaken by heroic Sinhalese 
kings : a history of battles, of palace intrigues, of 
usurpations and murders. The ruined palaces, 
temples, and monuments of Anuradhapura and its 
sisters, Mihintale and Polonnaruwa, bear authen- 
tic testimony to the story of this period, and here 
the arcliEBological student finds ample scope. 

The pressure from India was not to be denied. 
The Sinhalese were driven southward, and the nor- 
thern districts of Jaffna and Anuradhapura were 
more and more peopled by Tamils, or “ Mala- 
bars.” B)r intermarriage with Tamil princes and 
princesses the pure royal Sinhalese line disap- 
peared ; and by the time of the great European 
invasions, the kings of Kandy themselves, whose 
people were considered the Sinhalese 'par excel- 
lence, were more Malabar than Sinhalese. 

European Invasions and Their Effects. 

We may now consider these European invasions 
and their effects. When the first Portuguese ad- 
venturer, Almeida, reached Ceylon in 1505, he 
found no fewer than seven separate kingdoms in 
existence : such was the disintegration and de- 
cadence that had befallen the country. A few )'ears 
later the first Portuguese organised an expedi- 
tion, landed at Colombo, and negotiated a trade 
agreement with the kings of Kotte, who ruled in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the place. But 
the Portuguese aim at that time was not trade, but 
military glory and Roman Catholic propaganda, 
•‘^nd their occupation, lasting nearly 150 years, 
presents a dark picture of wars, religious persecu- 
tions, massacres, broken promises, hostages mur- 
dered, and ambassadors betrayed. In these un- 
happy transactions the Kandyan kings exhibited 
as much subtlety and vindictiveness as their alien 
enemies. Leaving aside these “ political “ events, 
the Portuguese occupation, which extended only 
to the maritime low-countrj' districts, to a distance 
pf a few miles from the coasts, has left its traces 
m forts such as Colombo, Jaffna, Galle, Negombo, 
jn Roman Catholic churches along the coast, and 
p f^niily names of Sinhalese, such as Dias, 

Rodrigo, Fernando, de Soysa, etc. In language, 
jaw, and commerce, the Portuguese influence has 
been very small. It was in the nature of things 
mat the Dutch, the great sea rivals of Spain and 
ortugal in eastern seas, in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, should also endeavour to 
i-sitend their sphere of influence to Ceylon : and it 
'eas in the middle of the seventeenth century that 
^ Dutch expedition arrived at Trincomalec — that 
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harbour of Ceylon’s east coast which faces towards 
the great eastern possessions of Holland. Under 
the guise of a friendly mission to rescue the Kan- 
dyan king from his entanglements wdth the Portu- 
guese, the Dutch established themselves in the 
coastal districts with trade agreements, and in 
165S, by means of superior armaments and their 
alliance with the Sinhalese kings, they were able 
to oust the Portuguese from their footing, but not 
until a siege of Colombo fort had called out all the 
horrors of war — a tragedy illumined by the mili- 
tar)' conduct of the Portuguese garrison. With 
the capture of Jaffna in 1658, the Portuguese rule 
in Ceylon came to an end, and the Dutch became 
practically masters of the whole coastal region, or 
low country. The Dutch era differs very 
materially from the Portuguese : the Hollanders 
who drove out their great rivals were servants of 
the Dutch East India Compan}% and their two 
great objects were trade and sea power. Thus 
the Dutch occupation was a period of great expan- 
sion of the island’s trade, and its people as well as 
commerce was brought more and more into inti- 
mate relationship with the men and ideas of the 
West. 

Trade, industr}^ development of communica- 
tions, and education of the people were substituted 
for military glory and religious propaganda. Thus, 
although the Dutch rule in Cejdon (1658-1796) 
was actually of less duration than that of the Por- 
tuguese, it has had much more substantial and 
lasting effects. The Dutch in Ceylon, as in all 
their overseas possessions, w'ere great colonists : 
they introduced into the country a regular civil 
instead of a militaiy administration, many import- 
ant features of which survive still under British 
rule. Their people, skilful agriculturists as well 
as traders, were content to settle down in tropical 
Ceylon and make it their home. The famous spice 
cinnamon, which was perhaps the chief product of 
Ceylon for the European trade, was extensively 
cultivated by them in the districts round Colombo, 
some of the gardens being of considerable size. 
They built canals between Colombo and Negombo, 
Colombo and Kalutara, etc., which are still in com- 
mercial use. Many of them founded Ceylon 
“ Burgher ” families which have furnished for 
more than a centurv the backbone of the Govern- 
ment and mercantile clerical services, and 
numerous members of these families have risen 
to great eminence in the legal and medical pro- 
fessions. But the principal surviving Dutch 
institution is the Roman Dutch law, which, ns 
in South .Africa, forms prnctic.allv the basis of 
the colony’s civil law to this da\’. 

Successful as the Dutch were in these directions. 
the\' were unable to make diplomatic progress, 
and indeed could hardly maintain ordinarv fricndlv 
relations with the Kandy.an kings, who’ in their 
mountain fortresses, kept up n haughtv isolation, 
harassing the foreigners by intrigues .and bv irk- 
some restrictions on trade in all the districts where 
they could make their influence felt. F’.irther. li;e 
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very aptitude and concentration with which the 
Dutch pursued the prog-ressive and civilising- arts 
of commerce, ag-riculture, and law, rendered 
them inattentive to the less profitablej but equally 
vital, question of military safety. For a hundred 
years after the expulsion of the Portuguese they 
had no European rivals in Ceylon. England’s mari- 
time power and overseas connections were strong 
indeed, but the energies of the British East India 
Company were fully occupied with the expansion of 
their interests in India, and with the long struggle 
which they waged against the French for 
supremacy in that continent. During this period 
the Dutch remained undisturbed in their island 
possession. But the English rulers of Madras — 


‘ Convention ” by which the Kandyan provinces 
acknowledged the sovereignty of England. The 
cruelties of the last king were so intolerable that 
his own chiefs begged for British aid to get rid of 
him. He was captured and exiled to India, and 
from that time the British rule of the Kandyan 
country began. A special charter guaranteeing 
civil and religious liberty, and the protection of 
the Buddhist religion, was drawn up, and for a 
time the administration of the hill country under 
a “ Commissioner ” differed slightly from that of 
the maritime district; but the whole was gradually 
co-ordinated, and at present, with some small ex- 
ceptions of civil law, the administration has one 
system for the whole country. 
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though nominally England and Holland were allies 
at this time — were already, in the middle of the 
1 8th century, exploring avenues towards the acqui- 
sition of the prize. 

British Advent. 

In 1795, when England broke with Holland, a 
force despatched from India captured the Dutch 
possessions, meeting with practically no resist- 
ance. The capitulation to the East Indies Com- 
pany took place in 1796. Six years later the mari- 
time districts of Ceylon became the property of 
the British Crown. It was not long before 
British Governors turned their attention towards 
the hill country ; but it was the conduct of the 
Sinhalese kings, rather than the supremacy of 
British arms, which brought about in 1815 the 


Industrial Development. 

Heirs to the good work of the Dutch, the 
British were able to make great progress towarc s 
the development of the country' and people m t ic 
19th century'. Education has ahvay's been an im 
portant element of their policy. Among ear y 
Governors were some notable road builders, w 10 
opened up splendid communications from t le 
plains to the hills. Railway's and the te egrap > 
quickly' made their appearance; and a grea 1 
petus was given to the development of the conn 
by' the pioneer planters, who pushed . 1 

the hill country, cleared forests and jung es, < 
planted coffee. From 1834, ten 
first introduction, the prosperity ^lus mdus 
was so rapid and so extraordinary tha J 
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came a great field for the investment of European 
capital, and the employment of European planters 
as supervisors of labour. The natives of the 
country participated in this prosperity ; and, as 
the uses in the western world of the products of 
the coconut-palm became more and more extended, 
the 19th century witnessed, in the low country, a 
considerable expansion of coconut cultivation, 
mostly by the indigenous population, often at the 
expense of the ancient cinnamon industry. After 
a period of remarkable prosperity there followed, 
fifty }'ears ago, the disaster of the “ Coffee 
Blight,” which brought the coffee-planting indus- 
try to practical extinction. The stor}' of the 


actual cultivation (omitting 1,000,000 acres of 
pasturage), rubber and tea plantations, together 
comprise in nearly equal proportions 900,000 
acres, and coconut lands more than 800,000 acres. 
Coconut, rubber, and tea are, therefore, the three 
main products of Ceylon which have determined 
its agricultural and commercial development in the 
last hundred years. The Agricultural Depart- 
ment, now well equipped in facilities for experi- 
ment and research, watches carefully for faint in- 
dications of any blight or disease which might 
threaten these industries with a fate similar to that 
of coffee, but at present, so far as it is humanly 
possible to predict, there seems no reason to fear 
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struggles of the coffee planters, many of them ren- 
dered^ penniless, to retrieve their position, of the 
substitution, first of cinchona (the source of 
quinine), and then of tea, for the abandoned cofiee 
cultivation, makes a romantic chapter in Ceylon’s 
history. Tea has proved a product not only of 
"reat profit to Ceylon, but of vast Imperial import- 
^iice ; and this is true to no less degree of rubber, 
die cultivation of which has been vastly extended 
Since the first experimental rubber plants were 
couglit from Brazil in 1S76. .Along with Malaya, 
ejlon, with its present exporting capacity of 
>'Jout 60,000 tons of rubber per year, and with 
niore acreages coming into bearing, is an jmport- 
element in the control which the Imperial 
’n\emment is able to exercise over the rubber 
supply of the world. Out of 3,250.000 acres under 


any such disaster ; nor is it likely, in present con- 
ditions, that there will be any deterioration in the 
world demand for the products in que.stion. 

Coconuts, as has been .'Stated, fiourish chiefly 
round the coast. Rubber is cultivated on the 
slopes of the rainy foothill.s, mostly in the west- 
ern, central, and .'^oulh-western districts, and on 
lands up to a height of about 2,000 feet. 

.At the higher elevations tea is the principal pro- 
duct, and there are old plantations at heights up 
to 7,000 feet or more. But the modern forest 
policy of the Covemment. owing to the neces'-itv 
of regulating rainfall and minimi.-ing soil erosion, 
has dictated a regulation that no land for agrkuU 
tural purposes, at an elevation of 5.000 fe.-t or 
more, is alienated by the Co'iwn. This res'ulation 
and indeed the whole land svstem of Cevlon. del 
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pend on the principle that all “ forest ” lands (in- 
cluding- all lands uncultivated over a certain period 
of years) are the property of the Crown, unless 
an individual claimant produces some recognised 
documentary proof of title, such as grants for 
feudal services by the Kandyan kings, or proof of 
regular and continuous occupation and cultivation 
over a certain period. In this manner. Govern- 
ment has had available for sale vast tracts of land. 
These lands are sold by auction, and the proceeds 
devoted to public works. At the periodical land 
sales, blocks of all sizes, from tiny “ village ” 
holdings to lands of hundreds of acres, are sold, 
and the result is that peasants, native gentlemen, 
and capitalist corporations, are all holders of land. 

The progressive success of the three predomin- 
ant agricultural industries referred to has been 
reinforced from other industries, less in volume, 
but still important. Cocoa, cinchona, cinnamon, 
vanilla, pepper, cardamons, arecanuts, and to- 
bacco, are all flourishing products. 

The island is rich in deposits of plumbago, a 
mineral essential in the construction of crucibles 
for the manufacture of high temperature steels. 
The plumbago market is subject to great fluctua- 
tions, which render the industry irregular or spas- 
modic ; but in times of great demand, specially 
during the Great War, it has been an extremely 
profitable enterprise. 

Here, too, may be noted the periodical pearl 
fisheries carried on under Government control 
from the oyster bank off the north-west coast. 
Ce}don pearls bear a high reputation from pre- 
classic times ; and though the last pearl fishery 
statistics available, viz., those of 1925, indicate no 
great source of revenue to Government, or of 
“ Pearls of Price ” to the buyers of shell, the 
oyster banks in question have been, and will be 
again, a source of great benefit to the country. 

Lastly, mention of the precious stone industry 
must not be omitted. Rubies, sapphires, “ cats’ 
eyes,” moonstones, and amethysts are the most 
important. The operations in connection with 
these are usually carried on by Sinhalese, in and 
■near the beds of certain rivers, on a lease of “ Gem- 
ming Rights ” from the Government. A mar- 
vellous discovery of huge sapphires, one being 
over 700 carats, in a paddy field near Ratnapura, 
a year or two ago, caused a sensation among gem 
merchants, and brought the gemmer a fortune in a 
day. 

Revenue and Public Services. 

It will readily be understood that so striking 
a record of prosperity has resulted in a vast in- 
crease of .the resources at the disposal of the ad- 
ministration for the improvement of the country. 
Without entering into cumbersome statistics, the 
figures of revenue in 1874, just before the coffee 
blight, and at the present time may be quoted. 
The rise is from thirteen million rupees to over a 
hundred million rupees. These increasing re- 
sources have been employed in public works (har- 
bours, roads, railways, irrigation), in education, 
in grants to local Government bodies, and in sani- 


tary and medical services. Free from income tax 
Ceylon is a happy haven for the harassed tax- 
payer of England. The revenue is mainly derived 
fron-i ‘‘ indirect ” taxes on imports and exports (so 
devised that necessities are taxed as lightly as pos- 
sible and luxuries more heavily) , and from services 
such as the railways and harbours. The ancient 
polltax of a rupee and a half per male adult levied 
jn lieu of labour on roads, and manifestly unfair in 
incidence, is now practically in abeyance, and will 
doubtless shortly disappear altogether. 

In the domain of public works, reference may 
here be made to the roads, which are numerous 
and of a quality far superior to most Indian roads. 
They' are furnished, every dozen miles or so, with 
excellent “ rest-houses ” maintained by Govern- 
ment for the accommodation of travellers. The 
road system is continually being extended and im- 
proved. 

As to railways, there is a broad gauge line along- 
the west and south coasts, with Colombo as centre, 
nearly 200 miles in length, and this will be ex- 
tended. The main line up-country runs from 
Colombo to Badulla, about 160 miles, and serves 
the great tea districts. A northern line runs to 
Anuradhapura, and thence in two branches, one 
to Jaffna, and one to Talai-manar, for the 20 mile 
ferry to the South Indian Railway. The length 
of this northern line is over 200 miles, and a 
speedy journey of 24 hours can be made to Madras. 

A short narrow gauge railway runs up the valley 
of the Kelani River to the tea and rubber districts 
below Adam’s Peak. Finally, a steam-tramway, 
to be replaced, when required, by a more substan- 
tial line connecting the Northern Railway with 
Trincomalee on the east coast, has recently been 
completed, its length being over 100 miles. It is 
hoped that the opening of this line, and the branch 
line to Batticoloa, will result in a great agricultural 
development of the district, now practically jungle, 
through which it passes. 


Education. 

Education absorbs yearly^ more and more of the 
available revenue. There is an establishment of 
English and vernacular schools throughout the 
country', and the various religious bodies maintain 
good secondary' schools, -which receive State assis - 
ance. In Colombo there are higher schools _ 0 
training for the legal, medical, and engineering 
professions ; and in the near future Ceydon wi 
possess a State endowed University. 

In the matter of medical and sanitary services, 
Cey'lon may fairly claim to take its place 
the most fortunate countries. There is a ac 
medical service, with trained apothecaries in 
considerable village, and with free ‘ '.j 

staffed by qualified doctors and nurses, co ‘ 
over the island. The General Hospital in o o 
is equipped in an up to-date manner, anc is co 
stantly' being extended, and there is a as 
Institute for bacteriological work. 

The most prevalent and deadliest^ nther 

Ceylon is malaria ; and to cope with it anc 
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tropical diseases a campaigri of education in public 
health has been started. Another scourge of the 
East, Anch3dostomiasis (“ Hookworm ”), is being 
combated jointly by Government and by the 
doctors of the Rockfeller Institute. 

Modern Progress. 

Such progress has been rendered possible, not 
only by the availabilit}' of ample resources, but by 
the co-operation and goodwill of the people them- 
selves. From the outset of the British rule, the 
ancient chiefs and their descendants, and to an 
increasing degree the educated classes, were taken 
into the administration, and local organisations 
were adopted, as far as possible. By the creation 
of municipalities, such as Colombo, Kandy, and 
Galle, and of urban District Councils and Local 
Boards throughout the island, local self-govern- 
ment has been fostered. At the same time, the 
element of popular representation in the Legisla- 
tive Council, Ceylon’s Parliament, has been so ex- 
tended that at present the elected representatives 
of the people have control over the public purse, 
and unofficials are included in a semi-ministerial 
capacity in the Governor’s Cabinet. It is, indeed, 
probable that in a few years Ceylon will acquire 
the status of a self-governing colony. In this 
process Ceylon has happily escaped the political 
storms which have convulsed India. It remained 
untouched by the Mutiny of 1857 ; its only connec- 
tion with those events being furnished by the 
fact that Henry Lawrence, buried far away in 
Lucknow, was born in the little fort of Matara, in 
the extreme South of Ceylon. 

The peaceful and non-aggressive character of 
the Ceylonese people, and the comparative ease of 
climatic and economic conditions, have contributed 
much to the tranquillity of the country under 
British rule. 

Population. 

But it is not to be supposed that all is prosperity 
and that there are no problems for solution. The 
centre of gravity of the agricultural population has 
shifted south, but it is not the Sinhalese who have 
moved. The overwhelming majority of the 
abourers on the large tea and rubber estates are 
aniils South India, and this applies in the 
mdustrial concerns of Colombo, too — of a total 
popul.ntion of about 5,000,000 more than 600,000 
me immigrant Indians. Further, the only popu- 
ous district which supports a totally 'iwfive popu- 
ation, without extraneous capital or alien people, 
's JafTna; and again, the natives of Jaffna are 
nmils. Pett}' traders both in towns and villages 
nearly all Moormen (Mahomedans from 
^ciith India) ; the large importers of foodstuffs are 
cc lans from Bombay and Calcutta ; the local 
^'caneiers are Chettics, a small South-Indian com- 
^minity of mone\’ lenders. Thus the Indian inva- 
still goes on, and the Sinhalese is gradually 
mg pressed out of his position as a peasant pro- 
co'T'-r Ceylon Law of Inheritance, too, has 
■’tributed to this process ; instead of primogcni- 
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ture in the inheritance of land, we find a system of 
equal division among brothers and sisters. Lands 
have been subjected to this parcelling process for 
so many generations that it would be no matter 
for surprise to find a villager making a claim — 
and a genuine one — to some such extent as 
5-367ths of half an acre. 

In the result, a race of agriculturists has be- 
come nearly landless — with the exception of a 
comparatively few wealthy families ; and except 
the learned and clerical professions for those who 
can afford them, there is no other opening for 
Sinhalese young men. It is only in recent years 
that attempts have been made to remedy this state 
of affairs, by the creation of co-operative credit 
societies to give assistance in land purchase and 
cultivation ; and, along with this movement must 
go a bold policyf of irrigation and development of 
the old rich lands now lying waste. This question 
is intimately connected with the problem of the 
general food supply of the island. AVith nearly 

900.000 acres under rice, Ceylon normally imports 
in the neighbourhood of 400,000 tons of rice from 
India; and in 1919 a sharp reminder of the mean- 
ing of this dependence came to the country w’hen, 
owing to a combination of various circumstances, 
largely arising out of the \var, this stream of im- 
ports practically dried up. For months the people 
were in sight of actual starvation, and for nearly 
two years were subjected to a food control and a 
rationing system. At this time an attempt was 
made by Government, along with utilisation of 
private capital, to stimulate local food production : 
and the light railway to Trincomalee w^as sanc- 
tioned, to pass through the chosen district. The 
undertaking was not prosperous, and wdth the re- 
turn of Indian supplies to normal, it has not been 
strongly pressed. But given the necessary irriga- 
tion policy, and bold measures to stamp out 
malaria, the greatest obstacle, the next few years 
may yet witness some interesting developments in 
the direction indicated. 

Of the total population of Ceylon (5,000,000) 
some 9,000 are Europeans, more than 90 per cent, 
being British, mostly English, the majority of 
wdiom are in the plantations. Some 30,000 to 

40.000 others are European in outlook, by birth or 
family tradition, and b_v training (to an increasing 
degree in Europe) ; the latter include all the 
Burghers, some Eurasians, and the educated Sin- 
halese and Tamils. The total “ literate ” popu- 
lation is given as 300,000. 

The two main divisions of the population, as de- 
termined by the countn.-’s history, are Sinhalese 
and Tamils; the former arc more than double the 
latter and number more than two-thirds of the 
population. The Burghers are of unique origin, 
the term “ free Burgher ” being used by the Dutch 
to denote the retired servants of tiieir East India 
Companv. .Amid the confusions of later times. 
Dr. Copleston’s account of them remains tin- 
truest, viz.. “ Few of these are now <if unmivet! 
European descent, but most are t»f unb'emished 
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and some of noble origin.” They retained their 
status under the British occupation, and were of 
inestimable advantage to the new rulers, alike as 
a buffer and as a medium of contact between them- 
selves and the people of the country. The result 
is apparent to-day, both in the striking individual 
examples of culture and in the general level of edu- 
cational and social development to be seen in 
Colombo and other large towns, more especially 
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SILVER JUGGERNAUT CAR IN INDIAN 
FESTIVAL, CEYLON. 

when it is realised that that result has been 
achieved (obviously) without any leaven of Eng- 
lish youth in the schools. 

Scenery. 

Having landed in Colombo, which is described 
elsewhere, it will not be long before the visitor is 
urged up country to see the ‘ show places ’ of the 
island. No previous description can mar b)' anti- 
cipation the view on the railway journey to Kandy, 
which has been described as among the most mag- 
nificent in the world. After some fifty miles of 


rapid travelling through flat land, where a wide 
expanse of nce-fi_elds in their variegated dress S 
g-reen alternates in a regular rhythm with clumps 
of coconut, jak, and other shade (and food) tree^s 
under which nestle the hamlets of happy village? 
the steep and sudden ascent of the pass begins?^ An 
additional locomotive, a diminished rate of speed 
and a new beat in the song of the wheels testify 
to the stiffer gradient. The earth-cuttings that 
close in on the track grow more rugged, and one 
soon realises that they have changed to living 
rock, gaunt and dripping with moisture. Dark 
tunnels, ^ through rock-masses that cannot be 
skirted, increase, and the intervals between them 
grow less. Then there bursts into vision the 
mighty panorama that has made the fame of this 
justl}'^ famous railway. Hung precariously in 
mid-air between a few thousand feet of crag above 
and a thousand feet drop below, the train skirts 
the scarped hills along a hewn-out shelf of rock, 
while cataracts thunder under vibrating viaducts, 
and every rock-born spring empties its gushing 
contents into the conduits that guide them to their 
fall. From our aerial lookout we gaze entranced 
at the glories spread out as far as the eye can see. 
The valley is laid in terraced rice-fields, gleaming 
like mirrors, or in their full gamut of green, the 
w'hole forming an amphitheatre with a tesselated 
floor which borrows a gem-like charm from dis- 
tance. Homesteads, cattle, and men acquire 
miniature proportions, and the motor-road is re- 
vealed as a thin, white ribbon peeping out at in- 
tervals through the opulent vegetation. That js 
one scale, the scale of the infinitely little. We lift 
our eyes and the prodigious scale of the infinitely 
vast alike astounds and exalts the mind. Fold 
upon fold, the hills are massed together in a stu- 
pendous assemblage. The nearer forms v’ear 
familiar aspects, castellated, tabular, or biblioid, 
but as the masses melt into the blue haze, light 
play's upon them with its magic pencil, and a strik- 
ing effect of colour enlivens the total beauty of the 
scene. Such is Kadugann.-lwa, monument of the 
imagination and spirit of the engineers of a hun- 
dred years ago, who planned and wrought on a 
scale that must always be a stimulus to future 
effort, as it is matter "for just pride in past achieve- 


ment. 


Keyed up to this high pitch it is not possible 
long to remain, and the milder charm of the ap 
proach to Kandy comes with a natural cadence; 
but soon further progress through the great cen- 
tral plateau, although it lies through is r ■ 

‘ made ’ by that industry which is the mam pin- 
of Ceylon’s prosperity, and, therefore, J 

less rugged aspects, yet affords a con 
feast for the eye as the train rounds sh®”’"’" 
of the hills, and valley gives place to ^ 

to gorge, and here a view of a waterfa 
a visti of the distant landscape, recurnng^v.fli 
the successive and tortuous windings . , jc- 

ing track, make our 150-mile nbates, 

li|ht. As the riirour of the tropical sun abate., 
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and evening brings refreshment, the mountain 
breezes waft a breath of coolness which renews our 
capacity to receive the impressions of countr}' that 
is a veritable revelation of earth’s fairness. 

Reviewing our impressions, we recall that leav- 
ing behind the coconut groves of the lowland land- 
scapes, we had in an hour or two climbed from 
500 to 1,600 feet, covering no more than 13 miles 
in the climb. We realise what an impregnable 
stronghold Kandy was in former times, when 
fever-haunted jungle barred the trackless approach 
to the pass. It was a true Sinhalese prophecy 
which said that the kingdom would be his who cut 
a road through the rock : the Dawson Pillar at 
Kadugannawa sets the seal to the inheritance. We 
saw Alagalla, the stately peak which towers a few 
thousand feet above the railway, and, across the 
valley, standing out from the mass, the castellated 
rock which was the last refuge of the local Robin 
Hood ; also Bible Rock, with its inspiration to 
pious emotion. We marked the lone beauty of 
the talipot palm that rears once in fifty years a 
multiple plume, twenty feet in height to its hundred 
feet, and flowering dies. After the break at Kandy 
we resumed the tortuous climbing among nobler 
lulls, the aspect of which is altered by cultivation 
or climate. There was found a resemblance to the 
Sussex Downs in these treeless grass-covered 
patanas,’ which now began to fill the picture. 
Aear^Patipola (romantic country!) the ‘ summit 
level ’ at 6,226 ft. was reached, and the knowdedge 
was gained that in the south-west monsoon the 
curious phenomenon of the ‘ rain-shed ’ is to be 
observed there, the train emerging through a 
tunnel from mist and storm into sunshine and a 
drier air in the lee of the range. 

From Bandarawela, the former terminus of this 
railway, 150 miles from Colombo, begins the head- 
long descent to the smiling plains of tJva. On this 
route Ella affords one of the most wonderful sweep- 
'ug views of undulating forest country, stretching 
own to the south-eastern coast. 

B pass through historic ground in beautiful 
adulla, with its fine amphitheatre of mountains 
juid Its grand waterfalls, now the centre of plant- 
.? ^‘^untry. The countr}’- around here is notable 
c iieHy for two things : one is a shrine of the 
greatest antiquity, sole relic of a time two and a 
'■1 f centuries ago when this spot was the most 
W ^ dozen or more sacred localities in the 

>^_and, and kings lavished upon it their pious 
To y opier is a vast restored irrigation tank 
J’.J . '"’liich the ancient Sinhalese engineers 
^ led into requisition, to eke out their own 
aiasonry, two masses of living rock, through 
" ’’ch they clove two channels for their sluices. 

^ t has been convenient to localise this account 
^^cenic beauty of the uplands, confining our 
- ^ag to the railway. But the splendid network 
aoads, though it diffuses the picture, 
then a joyous freedom which the 
>i \\ay traveller might envy, for a cascade of 
'me loveliness, a frescoed cave-temple or the 
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hidden reaches of a river, or again a plantation 
bungalow ideall}- situated on a hill-topj may lure 
one out of the beaten track, while there are several 
notable passes and gaps to be visited from which 
the eye takes in at a single glance the drop to the 
sea, gleaming like a silver ribbon fifty miles awa}'. 

But we are now far afield. Leaving for later 
description Kandy and Nuwara Eliya, and merely 
mentioning Ratnapura, the city of gems, and 
Kurunegala with its stupendous rock-masses, tlie 
nomenclature of which links the surrounding 
country with the fate of the aboriginal queen and 
her people at the hands of the Gangetic Aryans, it 
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is time to return to the coast to view other features 
of the varied scenery, including for convenience 
things of interest which do not belong to that cate- 
gory. Here again the window of the railway 
train shall be our look-out. It is a hotter journey 
than the last, but almost throughout the roo-milc 
ride to Matara, in the south, wc keep in siglit and 
hearing of the open sea, and its breezes fan the 
languorous air. At a fir.st view the endless planta- 
tions of coconut, that would otherwise have a 
fatiguing monotony, present a pleasing attraction 
in their ‘ long-drawn aisles with fretted 
through which the radiant sunlight is sifted on to 
an enamelled carpet of sward or to shining sand. 
Lcaguc-lc.ng rollers curl and dash on tiw -daore in 
a mass of hissing foam. An unbroken expanse of 
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sea, of the deepest blue, stretches to the sky-line, 
where the cloud-alps dazzle in the sun. As we 
proceed the wide strand gradually yields to a 
sterner coast, where fine natural pools are fed 
through the funnels of rock, or beautiful rock- 
bound bays invite the bather. Grand river-estu- 
aries or sea-lagoons suggest romance as one 
catches a glimpse of thickly-wooded or mangrove- 
covered banks with Adam’s Peak and range in the 
blue background. 

There are other varied elements in the picture: 
the gleaming bellied sail of an outrigger canoe 
skimming the crest of the wave shoreward in a 
favouring breeze ; in the offing a coral-fisher’s 
dhow straight from the Middle Ages ; the entire 
male population of a village hauling in with rhyth- 
mic chorus the great seine nets, while seagulls 
dart screaming upon their eas)' prey, and men wade 
into the water with agitated splashings ; the same 
on a Sunday, playing village cricket under the 
coconuts, with a passion worthy of a prize-fight. 
Nor could we miss, as we pass, evidences of the 
manifold activities of the district, which embraces 
one of the principal rubber-planting areas, largely 
owned by the Sinhalese, the basket-making in- 
dustr)', the cabinet industry, tapping coconut trees 
for todd}'- and distilleries for the arrack obtained 
therefrom, fishing for crab, prawn, and oyster. 

With the approach to the port of Galle we may 
close this section, referring the reader to the de- 
scription, under their respective headings, of 
things to see in other parts of the country. 

Kandy. 

Kandy, the approach to which from the plains 
can, as already indicated, be scarcely equalled, is 
reputed to be one of the loveliest cities in the 
world. Set jewel-like in a verdant hollow, it wears 
diverse aspects of beauty that can never pall. A 
charming artificial lake lies at its heart. Bund and 
drive wind about with the contours of the richly- 
verdured hills that sweep down to the water’s 
edge. Stately palms and beautiful shade-trees 
ring the picturesque pool. On the hill-sides com- 
manding the water are pretty bungalows and gar- 
dens, and the carriage-drive is a vantage point 
for a general view of Kandy and its environs 
ov'er the plush carpet of the tree-tops. Park and 
greensward heighten the illusion of a sylvan re- 
treat, obscuring the manifold activities of an ad- 
ministrative capital, the clearing-house of the cen- 
tral planting district. Lanes invite to dalliance, 
while overhead a choir of birds of rainbow plumage 
sustains its day-long symphony. A forested emi- 
nence that flanks the town is roaded as a pleasance 
in which one might saunter at large and experi- 
ence in security something of the mystery of a 
tropical forest, where giant trees hung with giant 
creepers' stand waist-deep in a tangled under- 
growth, impervious to sunlight, cool, restful; or 
recline at ease beside a jungle pool ; or stand at an 
opportune clearing where the eye commands a 
wide view of remote ranges, opalescent in the sun- 
shine, receding into blue distance. 


W andering farther afield, one finds one’s way to 
a broad river (the longest in Ceylon), where ele- 
phants disport in the water or perform variety 
turns for the visitor’s entertainment (and the 
mahout’s profit). 

Driving in another direction, past glades of 
rubber, one traverses a miniature canyon, where 
the same river dashes over a narrow bed of rock to 
broaden out in a wide reach dotted with tree-clad 
islets, while above on either hand virgin forest or 
tea-garden slopes steeply skyward. Near at hand, 
on the opposite bank, classified and set in ornamen- 
tal grouping, interspersed with beautiful sweeps of 
undulating lawn, and traversed in circles, 
crescents, arcades, and long avenues, by a shiningf 
path, is that wonderful collection of tropical flora, 
the hundred-year-old Royal Botanic Gardens, 
famed as the finest of their kind. 

Returning to the city, one has leisure to notice 
the quaint differences in the looks and garb and 
manner of the conservative hillmen from what had 
been observed in the plain-dwellers. Stolid vil- 
lagers troop to market with the fruit of their fields 
or their artistry^. White-robed women wend to 
temple worship on the days of the moon. Men of 
the drummer caste may be spied wearing a ritual 
garb with an effect that obscures their sex. Those 
are some of the types that catch the eye. Two 
features of native life in Kandy are there sug- 
gested, in their different planes : one is the central 
market-place, with its chaffering hum, where a 
wealth of tropical fruits is displayed, and the other 
that lodestar of the entire Buddhist world, the 
Temple of the Tooth Relic. 

Nor can we do more than enumerate here the 
appointments of western civilisation in this last re- 
treat of Sinhalese national tradition and senti- 
ment : the old churches and religious seminaries, 
great schools, palatial hotels, up-to-date clubs, 
well-equipped hospitals, municipal hall an^ 
cinema, fine sporting fields, shops of every class 
and category, handsome residences, a stately vice- 
regal palace in beautiful grounds — the ensemble, m 
short, that constitutes the equipment and ameni- 
ties of an up-to-date city, to which travellers re- 
-sort not merely for a transitory view, but for a 
longer or a shorter sojourn. 


Nuwara EHya. 

lut what of Nuwara Eliya, the unique mountam 
ort and sanatorium, with a climate ^d gen « 
ect that recall nothing less than an Englisli t 
.tch) village magically transported to “ 
lies? Having arrived overnight by tl’o mi g 
„ that groaned and creaked up the thousand 
climb in the four short miles from tlie ]U"otio 
the main line, as it twisted and dou e * 

mg tea-bushes and the back-yards of t c 

way' settlement, we wake up to a wor < 

'. The languor of the lower climes is gonc^ 
a new zest in living is felt. If we 
uty before, what language can des^r^ ‘,j 
re that is now unfolded to our a 

les have fallen from our eyes. M e disc 


CEYLON. 


413 


new mellowness that tones the hard contrasts of 
sunlit landscapes. The vegetation is less exuber- 
ant, and the loveliness of the individual tree finds 
more expression. 


Match me the like of suave Nuwar’ Eliya, 
Hill-fended, nestling ’mid the grassy vales 
Of Lanka’s wooded heights, where never fails 
A gentle spring. Her balmy airs allure 
The alien travellers from far and near. 


A thousand ways reminiscence assails 
The exile when ’neath garish suns he ails 
For greyness, mist, and eager nipping air. 

Of northern homeland. Here bracken, gorse, and 
fir 

Reclothe the landscape. Water-meads are 
starr’d 

With daisies ; moss-cradled violets lurk obscure ; 

Forget-me-nots enamel all the sward. 

Trout idl}" glance, slow cattle browse the leas. 

— A thought of England in far Indian seas. 

(L. A. Arndt, in the Ceylon Chttrcliman, 1921). 


It is a happy cure for nostalgia, and full well is 
it availed of. When the heat of the plains grows 
less endurable at the equinoxes, the Colombo resi- 
dents go to Nuwara Eliya, which strains its re- 
sources of hospitality (first-rate in themselves) to 
entertain the holiday crowd. Shows, races, gymk- 
hanas, tournaments, and other festivities disturb 
Its wonted peace, but they are a necessary adjunct 
alike of the routine of the Colombo workers and 
of the welfare of the settlement, to own house 
property in which is regarded as the ordinary de- 
sideratum of the wealthy of all races. 

Those are not the best times, however, for the 
traveller to enjoy his stay at Nuwara Eliya. Its 
beauty and charm are savoured in quiet rambles 
througli the woodlands or drives to less accessible 
spots, which must not be left unvisited. Fatigue 
IS unknown as we tramp past the smooth-curved 
patanas,” with their pleasi ng alternation of 
grassland and forest, where the leopard lurks and 
the sambhur is hunted in season with hounds and 
'aife. Inexhaustible is the entertainment Nature 
provides in this favoured retreat. Frosty skies 
"ith brilliant nights of stars ; a tonic air ; secluded 
paths in cooler shadow ; wonderful gorges clothed 
" ith tree-fern or other undergrowth ; a silvery 
trickle that takes the imagination a far journey to 
steaming plains where, grown to a mighty river, 
it moves in a majestic sweep to the ocean a hun- 
^'ed miles away; waterfalls sparkling in sunlight 
silted through a roof of foliage; spray-born rain- 
ows spanning the gullies; loftv eyries command- 
r> me gorse-covered commons or the shining 
st"^ golf-courses, about which a wcll- 

„?'"'ed trout stream meanders lazily; many a 
'’antage for panoramic views of undulat- 
I F ^ptiatry declining gently to the seaboard; a 
ih.*^ ^ "'ildcr setting than Kandy’s, haunt of 

.angler for carp, lashed ever and anon to a 
"aic storm ; passes and gaps where the plateau 


falls dizzily away at one’s feet ; a short and easy 
climb through changing belts of vegetation to 
Ceylon’s highest summit, Pedrotalagala, 8,300 
feet above sea-level, -where the map of the island 
is unrolled below; cottages with smoking chim- 
neys (last touch of Home) , smothered in a wealth 
of English flowers; orchards bearing English 
apples, plums, pears, strawberries, gooseberries, 
and peaches ; gardens under cabbages, turnips, 
radishes, rhubarb and lettuce ; clumps of fir and 
pine ; rhododendrons moulded by the wind ; and — 
to round off the interminable list — an English 
churchyard with an English village church ! 


A Royal Sport. 

^ There are two outstanding national customs in 
Ceylon which any visitor may consider himself 
fortunate indeed to make acquaintance with, if 
chance takes him to the island at the opportune 
season or date. One is an annual event timed for 
the August moon ; the other is rarer, occurring at 
longer or shorter intervals as the policy to preserve 
a noble wild species dictates. 

The latter is a royal sport, the capture of wild 
elephants. Weeks, or perhaps months, before the 
date approximately fixed for the final event, the 
villagers, under a form of feudal service, with axe 
and gun and simple rigout, enter the forest upon 
their weary and dangerous task. A solitary pool 
retaining a trickle of moisture while the surround- 
ing country is dry, is selected for enclosure within 
a strong stockade, and towards it in dense forest 
the beaters work in a great cordon, driving the 
unseen herd before them with shouting and fires 
and the beat of many drums. Heroisms are a 
commonplace of the beaters’ days and nights, and 
not seldom the hereditary chiefs share their peril 
one old campaigner recently at the cost of his life’ 
The expectant public is kept posted by the Press '• 
and the Kraal Officer (a senior civil servant) in 
consultation with the native chief of the dist’rict 
commanding the kraal, fixes the date and hour of 
the final drive-in. That is the spectacular climax 
which draws the highest in the land, with manv a 
distinguished visitor, to the town of palm-leaf lind 
bamboo that has sprung up in the jungle. Grand- 
stands are provided for the guests along the 
stockade of living forest giants,^'t mav be, lashed 
together to take the shock of the charging beasts 
that will not tamely yield tiieir native heritage of 
lordlv freedom. 


^ In a crescendo of thrills the dav approaches. 
Closer and closer the cordon is drawn. Tlie sense 
of hearing is still the only witness to the presence 
of the invisible monsters, as the ear detects a 
shriller note in the din, which tells of everv nervi- 
strained to avert a last-minute hreakawav.' Inter- 
vals of rest arc interposed for the timing f,f •!;.> 
finale, the heaters’ handy camp outfit is'^nquis':. 
tinned, great ramp-fire>^ rear their heads jo fliui; 
the sunshine, and a brief pe.-iee scjtii.s, .j,,. 

scene, until silently the order to tidv.'mcr' jT 

commun’cateti t*-) th.e line, h-' h re.''.!r;n'. v. i’i' 
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military precision, and the herd is driven yet nearer 
to the masked stockade gate. Suddenly, in ones 
and twos, followed by the mass of the herd, and 
with unwilling stragglers in the rear, the actors in 
the title r 61 e make their first appearance, and the 
Second Act of this living drama opens. 

The thrill of expectation now gives place to a 
sense of impending climax, as the herd masses 
together within the pool in a last stand for dear 
liberty. The decoy elephants and noosers are let 
in. A grand beast, hero and favourite of past 
kraals and pageants, leads the charge, and the 
jungle comes down in great swathes. The air 



TYPICAL PEARL DIVERS. 


with thrust spear-points. The decoys pursue their 
task unperturbed. Calm in their ascendancy over 
their wilder brethren, they co-operate with their 
masters in intelligent strategy, to impose their 
will upon them, and when the last prisoner for the 
day has been made fast, they march out in orderly 
file, conscious in bearing and dignity of a great 
day’s sport. 

_ The leaping flames of the fires that have been 
lighted round the stockade play upon the gaunt, 
mysterious forms of the captives, still loudly pro- 
testing and straining with all the weight of their 
ponderous carcases at the ropes that secure them. 



KEELAKARAI DIVERS PREPARING TO DIVE. 



PEARL INDUSTRY OF CEYLON. 


becomes tense with the danger and the excite- 
ment. And then pandemonium breaks loose. The 
earth quakes under the tramping and trumpetings 
of the infuriated leviathans. But, wdth more than 
human skill and tact, the decoys detach them one 
by one from the herd. Daring noosers are nimble 
to seize their opportunity; they slip off their 
mounts and the sure lasso tightens round a lifted 
hind-leg to the limit of deterrent pain, and one 
more roy'al captive yields up' his liberty with a roar 
of baffled rage. 

Desperate are the thunderous charges made by 
the rest of the herd upon the unydelding fence; 
madly they retreat from the flaming w'all, prickly 


The drama moves to its quiet close. The fate o 
the several prisoners (numbering from a score to 
a hundred) is determined, and the herd is divided, 
as the chiefs take their quota, and single units are 
sold and led away to profitable servitude under 
various humane and admiring masters, ■" ^ 

others, perhaps, happy' overplus exceeding t le re 
quisite or permitted catch, receive the freewi gi 
of restored liberty'. 

A Royal Pageant. 

Grown docile with kind usage, some of the cap- 
tive elephants will soon make another appeara 
on a different stage, viz., that of the Annual I e . - 
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hera (or Pageant) in Kandy, an historic custom 
with an origin shrouded in legend. However that 
may be, the ceremony, while it is but a pale reflec- 
tion of the ancient pomp and circumstance of Sin- 
halese royal power, offers scope to the entire popu- 
lation of the district for a fortnight’s carnival. 
Villages are deserted by the migrating crowds, who 
bivouac in the open spaces. Booths spring up in 
the vicinity of the Temple of the Tooth, the focal- 
point of all the ritual ; secular carnival is empha- 


beasts move in stately and unhurried progression. 
Tinsel and colour recall the magnificence of the 
past, when the wealth of the city was lavished on 
this central occasion of national festivity, and the 
trappings were of pure gold ; kings then took part 
in it, riding in golden chariots drawn by spirited 
steeds. 

The hereditary chiefs, superhuman in their pro- 
portions from the multiple swathings of their 
gorgeous national dress, attended by their satel- 



THE ROCK OF SIGIRIYA. 
An Ancient Sinhalese Fortress. 



GAL VIHARE. 

Rods Temple with reciimhent figure of ButIsJha, ■IG feet 
in length, cut from the rods. The figure, rcprc.‘:enting 
Buddha at his attainment of Nirvana, is the best c.vecutcd 
specimen in Ceylon, 



MIRISAVETIYA dagoba, anuradhapura. 



RESTORED STATUES AT RUANWELI 
DAGOBA, ANURADHAPURA. 


SOME OF THE ANCIENT RUINS OF CEYLON. 

Although Ceylon is so close to India, and Buddhism originated In India, there arc no Buddhist monuments 
in the peninsula so old as those of Ceylon, which date back to the third century B.C, 


^'sed by numerous side-shows, which enjoy a pay- 
'n.tt popularity. Even the European hotels make 
'-'•'ipital of the occasion to arrange a special Pera- 
bera programme centering round the moment 
" pageant shall pass by. 

be procession is so arranged that from day to 
^ d\ the bounds are wider and the hour altered 
'''ttil from being a middav event it falls at the 
Popular hour of g p.m., when it becomes the 
k^atest draw. With dul V ordered precedence the 
l^'phants and the dignitaries of the different 
|’’'p|es (Hindu among them) take their place in 
ie hue. Three and three the richly-caparisoned 


lites, lead each section of the procession. Torch- 
light and beat of drum and the frenzied dancing to 
shrill pipes stun the mind into a feeling of "un- 
reality, until the stilt-walkers and htdicrous figures 
germane to carnival bring the ncTessarv comic 
relief. Dense throngs are merged into tiie 
pageant, which assumes the aspect of an advanc- 
ing victorious host. Every vantage-point on the 
route, whetlier boundary-vva!! nr mnf or tree, is 
packed with lookers-on of everv degre<- and sta- 
tion. Xor is a dramatic climax wanting, for tin' 
very heart .and core of the pagc.antrv, the 

awaiteii with a gt'-at ral thrill. gun 
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is heard, and the leading actor, the elephant of the 
Temple of the Tooth, descends the temple steps 
after making ceremonial obeisance. It is worthy 
of its place at the centre of the spectacle. With 
the dignity of age and commanding stature, it 
steps out, the cynosure of ever}’ eye, bearing on its 
back a golden howdah containing what is probably 
the source and origin of the ceremonial, the vener- 
ated Relic. It sweeps the crowd along in its 
wake, and upon it the curtain may fall, for it would 
take too long to enumerate the rest of the ritual 
of a ceremony that never fails to attract visitor 
and resident alike, and has even been included in 
special programmes for the entertainment of Royal 
visitors. 


modern writer As if by the waving of a masric 
wand temples, tanks, parks, gardens, public build- 
ings, resting houses for man and beast, hospitals 
also for man and beast — free almonries, schools 
and colleges for monks and nuns (once numbered 
in tens of thousands), gymnasiums and public 
halls were erected throughout the land. There 
was dazzling magnificence within the sacred city, 
which contained nine-storeyed houses; and the 
streets were crowded day and night by throngs of 
pilgrims and also traders from all parts of the then 
known world. The atmosphere was saturated with 
the fragrance of sweet-smelling flowers and deli- 
cate perfumes. Elephants, superbly caparisoned, 
and with gilded howdahs on their backs, and 



PROPOSED PILGRIMS' REST AT ANURADHAPURA. 


Buried Cities. 

Nature has resumed her ancient regime in 
Anuradhapura, where once Ceylon’s kings held 
sway for 1,250 years. Noble forest trees spread 
their shade over green park country, where every 
open space not built upon with the growth of the 
administrative capital of to-day carries some fallen 
relic of their magnificence or their liberal patronage 
of religion. The present population of the town 
is a meagre four thousand, while in the palmy days 
of the great capital it must have been numbered 
in hundreds of thousands. A Sinhalese writer, 
cited by Knighton in his History of Ceylon, has 
thus described the old city as it was about 1000 
A.D., on the eve of its decline, and after it had, in 
fact, ceased to be the capital of the island ; ” This 
magnificent city is refulgent from the numerous 
temples and palaces, whose golden pinnacles glit- 
ter in the sky. Its streets are spanned by arches 
of pliant wood bearing flags of gold and silver, 
whilst vessels of the same metals containing 
flowers are observed on every side. In nichesplaced 
for the purpose are statues holding lamps. Ele- 
phants, horses, carts, and multitudes of people are 
ever to be seen passing and repassing. There are 
dancers, jugglers, and musicians of all kinds and 
of all nations, the latter performing on their chank 
shells ornamented with gold. The city is 16 miles 
in length from north to south, and the same in 
breadth from east to west. The principal streets 
are ... all of which are of immense extent, some 
containing 1 1,000 houses ; to enumerate the smaller 
would be impossible.” 

The outburst of the nation’s vigorous youth, 
after the expulsion of a Dravidian usurper from 
South India in 237 B.C., is thus portrayed by a 


chariots drawn by prancing steeds, paraded the 
wide ways of the city. The glittering spears, bur- 
nished helmets, and coats of iron of the cavalry- 
men, and foot-soldiers armed with bows and 
arrows, were seen in the thoroughfares, and the 
air reverberated with joyous shouts of ” Sadhu! 
Sadhu! ” (Hail, hail). 

These accounts are corroborated by the cele- 
brated Chinese traveller and monk. Fa Hien, who 
spent two years in Ceylon, about 413 A.D., and 
has left an account of the broad, straight streets of 
Anuradhapura, the beautiful public buildings, the 
mountain-like monuments, and the ceremonies at 
the exhibition of the Tooth Relic. 

The archaeological survey of the last fifty years 
has laid bare but the sketchy outline of the splen- 
did capital, and that is the magnet which draws 
curious travellers from all parts of the world, not 
to speak of sociologists and antiquaries of more 
serious purpose. . , 

A brief description of some of the things to )C 
seen in this and other “ buried cities ’ may 
given here, the reader being referred for a_ more 
detailed and scientific account of these historic 
ruins to an extensive bibliography easily obtain 
able. _ , 

Fittingly placed at the centre is the Bo f ree (< 
species of ficus), one of the oldest trees m ' 
world, grown from a slip of the sacred ^ 

Buddhagaya, in India, that was brought to ey 01 
2,200 years ago. It remains an object of , 

tion to many thousands of pilgrims, who crow 
annuallv to the spot, and treasure the very < 
leaves of a sy'mbolic tree that in itself 1 1 

very' striking appearance to the stranger , . 

.scarcely credit its great age, but that is authcnti- 
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cated by the independent witness of Fa Hien, the 
traveller already referred to. 

Nearly as old is the Brazen Palace, the “ Ter- 
restrial Sun,” so called from its roof of brazen 
tiles. It was nine storeys high, and comprised 
1,000 rooms. The vast central hall was lined with 
golden statues of lions and elephants, and at the 
far end stood an ivory throne, behind which were 
emblems of the sun, moon, and stars, in gold and 
silver and brass respectively. What remains to- 
day is only i,6oo gneiss monoliths, bare of orna- 
ment, marking a site 230 feet square. 

Built by the same king, his mac/mun opus, which 
he did not live to complete, being borne out at his 
desire that he might feast his dying eyes on the 
gladdening sight, is the Ruanveli dagoba, or relic- 
house. Its exterior was coated with gold dust. 
Marred by modern restoration, it still has much in- 
terest for the visitor. In its vicinity are many 
Buddhas, a fine statue of the king, larger than life, 
altars, carved stones, inscriptions ten to twenty 
centuries old. Here ma}’^ be seen the typical 
” moonstones ” — half-moon slabs for doorway 
and stairfoot, richly carved in high or low relief — 
the griffin janitors {mal-aras) and the guardian 
ncignradjas — handsome figures of men canopied 
with hoods of many cobras — and, lastly, the 
merry elves (ganas), carved on step and capital. 

Ruins of vast monasteries lie scattered over the 
park country, all built on a uniform plan (a quin- 
cunx), and surrounded by a profusion of ruined 
cisterns and ponds (notably a fine monolith cistern), 
until we come to the Thuparama, now^ restored to 
Its ancient semblance, situated near to the site of 
the former Temple of the Tooth Relic. .A.lmost 
virgin territory to the antiquar)^ succeeds this area 
to northward, marked by one of the most striking 
features of the city, a towering brick spire sur- 
mounting a huge and lofty ruin known as the Jeta- 
vanarama. 


Passing b}' more monasteries in various stages 
of decay and buried in thick jungle, we return to 
the central Bo Tree, to south of which we are 
shown the probable site of the tomb of Ehala, a 
amii usurper, which was the object of the 
ciivalry of the Sinhalese king, who slew him in a 
crrific duel on elephant-back (the monsters shar- 
ff’o fight) and, setting up a rock pillar, in- 
^viibed upon it this decree: ” Let no prince in 
iituie pass this way riding in palanquin or litter or 
I'lth the beating of drums.” Some ten centuries 
0 cr, ill British times, a fugitive Kandyan noble, 
consequences of an unsuccessful 
and passing the same way, but un- 
^cr am of the exact site, alighted, worn out as he 
IIS, and solemnly walked some distance in scrupu- 
c us regard for a noble sentiment, 
ill ' 'Jii’st also be made of the hill of Mihin- 

eight miles away, and once probably the 
ill Thisissacred to Mahinda, 

who first preached Buddhism in the 
llH''tl ' fvet have worn away the surface of 

•'Un more rock steps that le.ad to the 

imu. Tiij, ascent is lined with interesting 
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ruins of sculpture ; the Naga Pokuna (Cobra 
Bath), a large hewn-out cistern with a carving of 
a great five-headed cobra, is the most notable. 

The story of Polonnaruiva, the island’s other 
great capital of former times, is mainly the story 
of Ceylon’s greatest King, Parakrama Bahu the 
Great. The elder Bishop Copleston discerned in 
the epic qualit}”^ of the ancient chronicler’s story of 
his reign the same joyous feeling that prompted 
the ballad of “ King Henry, the Hero of 
Navarre.” In a similar happy comparison he 
says of this remarkable monarch: ” It Avas given 
to him to unite the careers of a Julius and an 
.Augustus. We have followed him to the point at 
which the greater Roman’s career was cut short, 
and leave him prepared to inaugurate the Augus- 
tan Age of Lanka.” That is comparing small 
things to great, but it is none the less a just esti- 
mate of a king who, from being heir to one of the 
many small principalities into which the kingdom 
was divided, not only achieved his ambition to 
unite the whole country' under his sceptre, but 
even carried his victorious arms to Cambodia and 
South India, whose kings he compelled to .pay tri- 
bute. He raised a new .A.nuradhapura in this city' 
of Polonnaruwa, which now lies desolate. 

To describe these ruins would savour of repeti- 
tion, and mention need only be made of the 
palace, built like a mediaeval castle, with thick 
walls, and a huge rock-temple with a sleeping 
Buddha. Prakrama Bahu had a lofty' conception 
of kingship. There is a decree of his extant 
which runs: ‘‘ In such a land as this not even the 
least drop of the water that the rain supplies 
should go to the ocean without bringing help to 
man ; except places where the mines arc, of gems 
and silver and such-like precious things, in every 
spot provision must be made for maintaining 
fields. Not to live for the people’s good but 
merely' to enjoy the good things that have come to 
our hand — such a life is utterly unfit for me!” 
That brings us to the most eloquent witness to a 
great past, namely, the vast irrigation systems of 
Prakrama Bahu and his predecessors. TIic whole 
of the northern plain, tiie ancient granary of 
Ceylon, is doited with these tanks and canals, 
which remain the wonder of modern engineers. To 
describe one would l)e to describe all, so that it 
would suffice to mention the Kalawewa Tank, 
which is believed to be llie Lake Megisba de- 
scribed by Pliny. This mag'-nificent resers-oir receives 
the drainage of 2qo square miles of mountain 
country by three streams, which merge into a wide 
river. The sluices of the tank are qoo ft. above 
sea-level, and all the land as far as the sea was 
irrigated by it. The bund is 5^ miles in length, 
and in places 65 ft. high ; the base width is 230 ft. 
The area of the lank is q.425 acres, and its contour 
35 miles. Among the canals flowing out of it js 
the ^’odi Ela, f>o miles in length. It v.-as the pride 
of .Sir William Gregory, a former Governor, to 
havi' this channel rest<ired. as otiier irrig.-jiion 
works have been since. The twentieth centnrv 
engineers made little alteration in tht- tr.'ire n'f 
nearly fifteen centuries rtgo, “ 'J'his monument of 
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real kings ” is the phrase used by Sir William in 
his gratification at seeing it restored. 

We come now to Sigiriya, which must certainly 
be unique among engineering marvels. Here a 
patricide prince (479 A.D.), fleeing from a 
brother’s vengeance, found this gigantic boulder 
of rock, 400 ft. high, and turned it into an impreg- 
nable citadel, protected by a moat. A spiral gal- 
lery ran round the upper part of the bulging mass, 
literally hung like a swallow’s nest, and emerging 
at the only point, four feet wide, where there is no 
overhang. The aerial retreat towers solitary 
above a sea of forest, but was replete with all the 
appointments of a royal seat. To get from a 
lower platform to the upper citadel one walked 
right into the very jaws of a mighty lion, the 
claws of which alone are visible to-day, each a 


Galle. 

Under its full name of Point de Galle, this port 
was well-known to mariners of previous centuries. 
The present town has grown up on the rocky wes- 
tern arm of a big bay facing south-west, two miles 
wide at the entrance, and enclosing a wide sweep 
of water. The shores of the bay are fringed with 
coconut palms. Opposite to the town is a wooded 
cliff ; and the whole aspect of the place, with hills 
in the distance stretching up to the great mountain 
range, is one of great beauty. 

Galle has been a port from ancient times, and 
has even been (conjecturally) identified by Tennent 
with the Tarshish of Solomon. Its modern his- 
tory begins with the Portuguese, who built a fort 
on the western rock, which was later replaced by 
the Dutch fort. The latter, in -wonderfully good 



man’s height. The lower terraces and approaches 
were protected by a wall of a pink smoothness that 
remains a marvel to the present day. The surface 
of the rock was covered wdth spirited frescoes, 
traces of Avhich remain where the hollows have 
protected them from the weather. 

Other striking ruins are scattered about the 
country, notably in the south, showing how the 
Sinhalese kings were driven from pillar to post by 
the invading Tamils. Much yet remains to be 
explored. In one of these retreats was found, 
more than half-a-century ago, the Sinhalese metri- 
cal chronicle on palm-leaves, from \vhich is de- 
rived most of our knowledge of the island’s his- 
tory, namely, the Mahawansa (Genealogy of the 
Great). The first part of it was the -work of a 
Buddhist monk, rvho wrote back one thousand 
y^ears to the conversion of the country to 
Buddhism. Other hands continued it down to 
1S15 A.D. • 


preservation, exists to-day, and encloses the offi- 
cial business, and residential quarters. A fine 
V.O.C. (Dutch East India (Mmpany) coat of arms, 
dated 1668, is an interesting survival. The en- 
trance to Galle harbour is extremely difficult lor 
large steamers, being a narrow passage between 
sunken rocks. There is no artificial protection 
from the south-west ; and, owing to the existence 
of shallow places, the amount of anchorage 1 
small, considering the great expanse of the 
It is, however, possible, if future trade conditions 
require it, that by blasting operations to 
dangerous rocks, and the building of a s * 
breakwater, the available space may be muc 1 
creased and the harbour used for the relie o 
gestion in Colombo. .'\s it is, Galle exhni 
of a trade revival after years of sleepm 
Steamers of the British India, Clan, an . ‘ 
ines call there regularly, and others ^ ° ^ 
rals. There is a fair and steady import trade 
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rice and other foodstuffs, and the exports are low- 
country products, coconuts and their by-products, 
rubber, citronella-oil, etc. The fort, with its 
many old and perfectly preserved Dutch buildings, 
is quaint and picturesque, if unexciting. In its 
bazaars are to be found the best tortoise-shell and 
the best workmen in that art in Ceylon ; and, as a 
piece of curious information, it ma}' be mentioned 
that for two generations Galle has supplied, and 
stiU supplies, hereditary barbers to the P. and O. 
steamers ; while the few enterprising emigrants 
among the lower classes of Sinhalese almost all 
hail from this town or district. The town is the 
headquarters of the Southern Province ; and the 
Provincial head official called the Government 
Agent is the Chairman of its Municipality. 


view of coral-gardens and the lace-work of the 
waves in a tiny bay at its base. Here are to be 
seen the ruins of a Buddhist-cum-Hindu temple, 
which, tradition says, once shone out to sea with 
its thousand statues and columns, bedecked with 
gold and gems ; but the Portuguese despoiled it in 
the 16th century. Down the coast is lovely Tan- 
galle, and, when we come to Hambantota, with 
its salt-pans, we are at the portals of the mighty 
forest which has many secrets 3'et to reveal, for it 
played its part in stirring events, hiding in its 
depths many a fine rocky citadel for fugitive 
princes and their armies or a retreat for contem- 
plative monks. 

There are interesting village activities to be seen 
in this district, such as the coir, lace, gemming, 



[I'hoiu: riitc, Ltd. 

railway at the horse shoe bend, SCRUBB’S estate, NANA OYA PASS. 


^^'hile Galle has its own scenic and historic in- 
terest, with a fine prospect from Buona Vista, for 
example, and a beautiful riverscape at 'Wakwella, 
and the same social, educational, and sporting 
activities as we have seen in other towns, it is also 
ic starting-point for interesting trips in the neigh- 
ourhood. The pretty town of Matara, the next 
and terminal station on the railway, is another 
eelic, with forts in as good preserv'ation as 
li^t ^ According to Sinhalese tradition, Matara 
a once a great reputation for learning, and the 
of one poet is preserved. Tiien there is 
th°Or Wcad, the most southcrlv point, fronting 
land expanse of ocean, unbroken by any 

A fi South Polar Continent is reached', 

nc lighthouse affords a grand prospect and a 


citronella-oil, arrack, and plumbago industries, 
and most notably the lacquer-work with the dye 
produced b\’ the lac insect. There is much which 
it has been necessary to omit in our general survev 
of Ceylon, more especially that pertaining to un- 
sophisticated village life, so interesting to the wes- 
tern visitor, but there would he leisure on tliese 
trips to look around. In prosperous villages, 
where food is plentiful and th.e struggle for exist- 
ence unknown, the huts of coconut -leaf thatch and 
brick or mud-and-waltle walls have a trim .appenr- 
ancc. though where the,-e is di'-tre^s :• appears in 
the crazv and unkempt a«po:t of even tliese eavii-,-. 
rigged dwellings. In trie s-pmcelv-kept frt.n!- 
yards, swept hone-clctin and r.nnl, uv.di-r tJ'c <;en‘-e 
shade of ruirttp' of plant.'iin (t-.< the banana 
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called in Ceylon), or bread-fruit, jak, or other 
food-tree, for every one of the commoner fruit- 
trees is represented in the poorest gardens, the 
domestic activities of the women may be espied, 
from the bent and tottering crone to the little 
three-year-old set to tend her infant successors or, 
perhaps, to fetch fire from a neighbour’s in the 
form of a blazing torch of coconut leaves or a 
smouldering fragment of coconut shell cradled in 
the husk of the same. There would be the grain 
to dry or the fish or lime-fruit to pickle ; or the 
herbs and tubers to sort for the decoction pre- 
scribed by the “ vederala,” according to the old 
stanzas memorised in oral tradition ; or there 
would be the rhythmic toil of one or two or three 
pairs of arms to pound the rice with long pole-like 
pestles in a tall mortar hollowed out of a log of 


sweetmeat equal to any in delicacy and flavour 
though the stranger is warned off the common 
market product. _ Meanwhile, the menfolk, the 
season of labour in the fields being past, and the 
crops garnered, and no Government or private 
works affording employment, dawdle through the 
day, idle and ripe for mischief, swayed by every 
wind of rumour as is the way of the peasant all the 
world over. 

Trincomalee 

Situated in the middle of the east coast of the 
island, Trincomalee possesses one of the finest 
natural harbours in the whole world. ' It is prac- 
tically land-locked, is of great natural beauty, and 
is said to be capable of accommodating the largest 
naval force ever remotely likely to be concentrated 
there. 



VIEW FROM FLAGSTAFF, FORT FREDERICK, 
LOOKING TOWARDS DUTCH BAY, TRINCOMALEE. 


wood, for the leavened cakes, called “ hoppers,” 
which constitute the universal ‘‘ cereals-and- 
yeast ” of a Ceylon breakfast, and when daintily 
prepared in the home make a toothsome morsel. 
Again, there is the cd fresco bathing in parties 
(mark of modesty) at a well or running stream, 
the water being swilled over the body in cool cas- 
cades from a gurgling earthenware pot. On festal 
days the great tomtom, a yard in diameter, will be 
brought out and heated over a fire of coals for 
greatertautness, andon it a dozen twinkling hands 
of laughing women (aged virtuosos among them) 
will beat out well-remembered melodies with a 
tireless abandon. Then there is the preparation of 
cup-sugar from the toddy of the coconut or Intid 
palm ; the latter yields the sweeter product, the 
best Kandy ” Jaggery,” cleanly prepared by 
known specialists, being a universally popular 


At one time “ Trinco ” was the headquarters of 
the East Indies squadron, and is still an importan 
station, for gunnery practice is regularly carriec 
out there, and the Admiral commanding has • 
local official residence. Its naval importance elates 
from the first landing there of the Dutch . anc < 
militar}' and naval station it has remaine 
with (fittingly) another claim to fame as 
birthplace of the late Lord Fisher. 

Commercially Trincomalee has so far an u n m - 
pressive history. It is situated in t ic , 
zone. ’ ’ The coastal fringe is cultivated co 
nuts, but the hinterland has been forest 
for hundreds of years. V'ith the^ ^nromalee 
the railway connecting Colombo wit i ji^,, 

and the hoped-for development of the su 
districts, as well as the exploitation of 
valuable timber forests, there is som P 
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that Trinootitnlce will assititte real eoitintercial im- 
portatico in the future: aiul it is possible that, as a 
port of transhipinent for South liulian poods it 
may to some extent relieve Colombo. Its naval im- 
portance it can never lose, rherc is. in fact, a 
serious body of opinion which holds that 'I'rinco- 
m.alec is preferable stralepically to the navrd base 
of Singapore. 

\Ve are on nunantic pround, for Trincomalec 
has echoed with the thunders of the bip wars of 
Napoleon's day, and many a fiphtinp frigate re- 
fitted then in her land-lo<'ked w.aters. Here was 
the gateway by which Portuguese, Dutch, and 
British in turn had .access l<r tlie Sinhalese kings 
at Kandy, :md down this hiphw.at' their armies 
marched. 

The romantic interest of the country, with its 
iron const, is clinched by tlie demarcation of llie 
railway now running to Trincomalec (China Bay) 
from Maho on the .Anuradhapura line, and the 
twin-line that branches off to Batticoloa. This 
area once comprised the gr.anary of ancient Cey- 
lon, and the trace runs past the wonderful irriga- 
tion tanks and channels and the interi'sting temples 
and dagobas with stupendous Buddha images, 
melancholy witness, all, to the existence in a by- 
gone day of a vast population of artificers and 
l.abourcrs, and gigantic eidtivation schemes. Near 
Trincomalec, again, is the “ AA'hite Man’s 'rree,” 
with a stone (placed in 1S93) to inform the passer- 
by that here Robert Knox was captured by the 
Sinhalc.se in 1659- He spent twenty years in exile 


in Ceylon (his father sharing the first year till 
death brought him his reprieve), and on his re- 
turn to Eng-land he published his celebrated “ His- 
torical Relation,” which is an interesting and 
valuable account of the Sinhalese generally and 
tile Kandyan Court in particular. 

Thus the gulf is bridged between the old Ceylon 
and the new: for it is in this region more than any- 
where else that a new chapter lies ready to be 
opened. Ceylon is an agricultural country, and 
the cal! is to her sons to throw open again to cul- 
tivation vast tracts that once were smiling rice- 
fields, but are now for the most part (though the 
exceptions arc notable) given over to jungle and 
wild animals, and the homes of men are poor and 
few and far between. Capital is wanted, and en- 
terprise : likewise a determination to employ all 
known means (and discover new ones) to extermi- 
nate the mosquito, which holds up the march of 
progress in this outlying district of an otherwise 
prosperous island. A certain measure of sacrifice 
is inevitable, and a stopping' of the ears to the 
siren-lure of the big towns, where careers are for 
the few and the unsuccessful are a drag and a 
deadweight. The writing of this new chapter, the 
restoration of Ceylon’s ancient granary, which 
would be symbolical of a revival within practical 
limits, of some of the national arts, e.g. , archi- 
tecture, will be watched with real interest by the 
friends of Ceylon, both at home and abroad, and 
they arc many. 


COLOMBO 


The Port. 

If .Anuradhapura is the sacred city of Ceylon, 
and Kandy the home of its ‘‘ national sentiment of 
modern history,” Colombo is the centre of its 
commerce, culture, and wealth, and a principal 
source of its imperial importance. Situated on the 
great ocean routes between England and Austra- 
lia, Farther India, and China, and at convenient 
coaling distance from .Aden, Durban, Calcutta, 
Singapore, and Fremantle, its rise to greatness 
was inevitable once Galle, at the south-west corner 
of the island, and with a slight advantage over 
Colombo in actual position, was abandoned by the 
P- and O. Company as the port of call for its 
steamers. The reasons for the change were two- 
md : Colombo could more easily and cheaply be 
converted to a first-class harbour suitable for great 
steamers, and it was the natural coast terminus for 
. ^ mountain railway which carries Ceylon’s lead- 
mg products to the sea. Galle is far more distant 
'om Kandy, and the nature of the country vetoed 
^ay idea of a railway from Kand}^ to Galle. As a 
modern harbour Colombo is only about forty years 
) though the Portuguese, Dutch, and English, 
‘ "'^ 7 ^ made it their capital. If was originally a 
s*^ti! formed by a curve of the coast 

tn n Kelani River, Avith slight protection 

ae west afforded by a short line of rock jutting 


out northwards. Here were two or three small 
jetties at Avhich people and goods Avere landed by 
small boats, often in heaA'y and dangerous seas. 
A comparison of this primitive affair AAUth Colombo 
harbour to-day shoAVs the amazing progress made 
in a short time. Three breakAvaters — one to the 
south-Avest, one ‘‘island brealwater” on the north, 
and one jutting out from the north-eastern shore — 
noAv enclose an area of OAmr a sqpare mile, form- 
ing one of the largest artificial harbours in the 
AA'orld, and affording accommodation for nearlv 
forty large steamers, besides small sailing craft.^ 
An extra arm Avas recently throAvn out seaAvards 
from the south-Avest brealvAvater to mitigate the 
Aoolence of the monsoon seas. Even noAv, at the 
height of the tAAm monsoons, the sea Avithin the 
harbour is choppy, though not dangerous, and on 
rare occasions of heavy storm, Avhen ships are 
knoAvn to break adrift from their moorings, vessels 
have to lie outside until the Aveather abates. The 
harbour is kept continually dredged to such a 
depth as to provide AAmter for any ship passing 
through the Suez Canal ; and the stately post-Avar 
Amssels of the P. and O. and Orient lines, big 
Cunarders, and Canadian Pacific liners, Dutch and 
French mail steamers, and battle cruisers, are 
familiar sights. AA^ith the exception of the jetty 
proAuded for oiling purposes, there are no along- 
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side berths in Colombo ; ships are moored stem 
and stern to anchored buoys, and the mode of 
loading and discharging is by lighters brought 
alongside. 

Passengers are carried to and from the shore in 
steam and motor launches, of which there is a 
cheap and efficient service ; and small rowing boats 
are available day and night. 

In pre-war days every large passenger steamer 
was surrounded on arrival by a fleet of these small 
boats, bringing jewellers, trick divers, fruit- 
sellers, dhobies, and a host of others to amuse — 
and fleece — the passengers. In the interests of 
health, order, and the safety of passengers’ be- 
longings, this traffic is now stopped; and, while 
passengers may miss an amusement which tided 


A notable occasion was the arrival, late in 1914, 
of the first great contingent of Australians, on 
their way to Egypt and the Dardanelles, with 
their attendant escorts. On that occasion ever}' 
berth was occupied, and more than twenty vessels 
rode at anchor outside waiting their turn to enter 
for coal and provisions. Viewed from the com- 
manding height of the Grand Oriental Hotel roof 
garden, this Armada of huge liners, with warships 
of four allied nations, presented a noble and thrill- 
ing spectacle. The names Melbourne and Sydney, 
given to two of the landing jetties, recall the fact 
that here were landed the wounded British and 
Germans from the sea fight in which the Emden 
was destroyed. Other instances of congestion oc- 
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over the period of waiting for landing or sailing, 
the new regulation is undoubtedly in the best in- 
terests of everybody concerned, except of those 
deprived of a valuable source of revenue. 

The absence of wet docks or of alongside berths 
would appear at first sight to be a serious disad- 
vantage, both as to time and cost. But, of course, 
lighters can be worked on both sides of the ship, 
and vessels are coaled at Colombo as rapidly as 
anywhere else in the East. From time to time the 
possibilities of providing alongside facilities have 
been seriously examined by' the Port Authority. 
There is no doubt that this, and the connected 
question of increasing the actual ship accommo- 
dation of the port, are matters which will engage 
more and more attention. Accommodation is at 
present sufficient to cope with normal traffic, 
given no undue congestion from extraneous 
causes, such as strikes. But there have been such 
periods of congestion. 


urred when, from reports of enemy raiders in the 
ndian ocean, or the discovery (through the 
inking of two large steamers within sight of the 
lort) of a German minefield in the immediate 
Icinity, shipping was held up by Admiralty 
rders. 

An emergency amounting to crisis arose quite 
ecently when, by a strike of harbour la our, 
fleeting nearly 15,000 men, the trade of the por 
ms temporarily brought to a standstill. In sue 

case vessels can be diverted to Galle and e sc 
ffiere; but in war-time this course is scarcely 
racticable, Galle being undefended. . 

Leaving aside such abnormal occurrence.s, 
eems clear that in the future this problem ot ac- 
ommodation will become pressing. o 
lust be regarded in this connection, not ro 
oint of view of the import and export 
eylon, or of the transhipment of South-Indi. 
irgoes, though these aspects are important, 
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as a fuelling- and provisioning poii of world-Avidc 
siqnificnncc" In lyii in the lignrcs of tonnage of 
steamers entered and cleared, it stood third in the 
British Empire, and eighth in the world. 

Ocean trallie through these waters i.s increas- 
ing ; Colombo has not sulTercil from the opening 
of the Panama Canal, and it will hceome more, 
and not less, important as time goes on. Its jios- 
sibililics of expansion are limited. .Any attempt 
on the western or seaward siiie would simply mean 
an entirely new artificial harbour, without any 
natural rocks to start from. 'I'he huge mass of 
sand discharged by the Kelani River, and the ex- 
istence of the sandy bar at its mouth, render 
highly uncertain the utility of any effort t(» make 
use either of the river itself, or of the shallow 


eney. In these eireumslances attention to-d.'iy is 
mo.stlv concentrated on (jiiick handling and <le- 
spatch. Creatlv increased provision of ware- 
houses and jetliiLs, more and larger cargn) lighters, 
adetjuate tmd regular labour, wharfside cranes, 
ample and (]uickly moved coal supplies, railway 
facilities, including, besides sidings, <a track all 
round the harbour with a through connection from 
each end t<i the main line, and, finally, ;i large and 
modern oil installation at Kolonn.'iwa, in h.ast Col- 
ftmbo, are among the means adopted to the end 
mentioned. 

.Situated at some distance from the harbour, 
and screened from the sea by low hills, the oil 
installation, under the control of the Port .Autho- 
rity, has large stora_g:e for petrol, kerosine, and 
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water space between its mouth and the north- 
eastern breakwater. 

There is a large swampy area eastward of the 
arbour which has been suggested as a possible 
^ Put, besides the excavation 

V me area itself, a long passage would have to be 
cost*^ u low rocky hill, at a very heavy 

Finally, south of the harbour and near to it, in 
e centre of Colombo, is a lake or “ lagoon,” 
®^P^''^ted from the harbour area by a 
tion cargo lighters. The utilisa- 

urea would again be a very costly 
chan^*^! P''^sent, by constant dredging, a few 
ahri»t^ ^ lighters to a depth of 

the between this lake and 

laro-pij^ “u*-, comprising much of old Colombo, is 
"t^turally subject to,a tend- 
u shin r 1 and the construction of 

P anal would greatly accentuate this tend- 


liquid fuel. Pipe-lines are provided direct to har- 
l>our to pump oil to and froni steamers, and 
there is a rail connection. 

An interesting feature of the warehousing- 
facilities of the port is found in the two large sets 
of grain stores, used at present cxciusivelv for 
rice, known as the Chalmers Granaries and the 
Manning Market, fjuilt originally on ratproof 
lines m connection with a successful campaio-n for 
the control of plague in Colombo, these stores 
proved of the utmost value during the food scar- 
city in 1919. AA^ithin them were stored the re- 
serves of rice, and from them were issued the 
weekly allotments for all districts of the island 
They have a total storage capacity of upwards of 
6o,oc^ tons, and are held to be the best grain 
warehouses an the East. ^ 

As to further means of dealing with ocean 
traffic, recent indications seem to point to 
the development of Galle and Trincomalee to 
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which reference has already been made. The con- 
trol of Colombo harbour is vested in a body called 
the Port Commission, a Government department 
composed partly of officials connected with the 
port, and partty of unofficial business men. The 
Chief Collector of Customs is ex-officio Chairman, 
and the two executive officers are the Harbour En- 



[Photo : Plate, Ltd. 

HINDU TEMPLE, COLOMBO. 


gineer and the Master Attendant, or Harbour 
Master. The latter official is responsible for the 
safe berthing and despatch of vessels, and for the 
control of harbour traffic, and is head of the Port 
Commission and pilot service. He has also 
magisterial jurisdiction over the harbour area. 

The Harbour Engineer, besides the superintend- 
ing of all these works, controls the dry dock 
(situated at the north-east corner, and capable of 
taking the largest vessels normally using the port) 
and the oil installation. Pilotage is compulsory: 
and pilotage fees, entering dues, mooring rents, 
cargo dues, and fees for various services, consti- 
tute the port revenue. The expenditure, after 



Secretariat Building, containing the 
Legislative Council Chambers, Colombo. 


examination by the Port Commission, is incorpor- 
ated in the annual colonial Budget, and requires 
the sanction of the legislature. Big capital ex- 
penditure has been met by means of loans under 
Government guarantee, and the excess of revenue 
over expenditure is applied in interest and debt 

reduction. _ _ 

The visitor’s contact with all this officialdom 
will be limited to his dealings with the policeman 


who sees his passport, the Port Surgeon who 
occasionally glances at him, and the Customs ofli- 
cials who pass his baggage on arrival ashore. And, 
in general, he will be impressed by the courtesy 
and speed with which they do their business. His 
launch journey from the ship will not take more 
than ten minutes, and wdthin an hour of his vessel 
coming to its moorings he should be walking from 
the passenger jetty to the G.O.H. for his cocktail. 

The Fort. 

^ Although the page of Colombo’s more recent 
history^ is crowded with events, no external 
memorials have survived the successive tides of 
change that have swept over the city. Named for 
its good roadstead by the Moors in the i3tli cen- 
tury, Colombo has changed, and still changes, 
with every decade. Once a circumvallated fort, 
and part still bearing that appellation, it carries no 
traces of the former fortifications, except perhaps 
the sketch}' remains of an old Dutch wall. Where 
once the principal ship canal flowed past ware- 
houses on the water’s edge, runs now the fine 
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broad thoroughfare into which one steps from tlie 
landing-pier; the residence of the Dutch Gover- 
nors, fronting the harbour, is now St. Peter s 
Church ; the old Dutch cemetery is tlie Gordon 
Gardens, commemorating a distinguished Gover- 
nor, to which has recently been transferred froni 
another site a Jubilee Statue of Queen Victoria 
enthroned, and at the top end of which, teeming 
with memories but soon to be replaced by a more 
modern edifice in the best residential quarter, 
stands Queen’s House, the residence of the 
Governor. 

Far from carrying' traces of its diverse histor) , 
the Fort wears quite an English air, with its great 
blocks of handsome or even imposing btiilchngs, 
whether hotels or banks, shops or business omces. 
The wide streets are flanked by pavements^ oc 
arcades, which carry a foot traffic not specia } 
tvpical of Cevlon, but approximating to the gene- 
ral type of the cosmopolitan emponum.s ot tnc 
East, and a visitor in search of local colour ma\ 
experience a feeling of disappointment, i is o < 
colour mav on occasions be limited to ^ , 

gaping country-folk on holiday, looking ios a 
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the bc\vil(kMii\ir .'^trans^oncss of t!ic big’ oily, liven 
the apparel of llic Moorish pedlar of curiosities 
:iiul precious stones {or coloured plass) is western 
as to jacket, pince-nez, watch-chain, and brorfues, 
and be can converse with equal lluency in linq- 
lish and French. Nor do the smaller tobacconists’ 
and curio shops fall short of the standard of their 
English (and, it may he, Ceylonese) neighbours, 
while the high-class Moorish jewellei s i>r the Bom- 
bay silk merchants make a brave and even allur- 
ing show. 

Cool tea-rooms and the .arcades referred to are a 
boon to the voyager ashore for only a few hours of 
the sunniest part of the day, afioialing a retreat 
from the hustle of .a city busied about a more than 
empire-wide commerce. 

But not commerce alone, for the city is only one 
part commercial, and political, academic, and 
social Colombo may meet the stroller's eye as he 
loafs and culls impressions. A compendious op- 
portunity to realise the comity of races that is 
Colombo's boast would he a glimpse (if chance .so 
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favour) of the ceremonial opening of the Legisla- 
tive Council, when the representatives of the dif- 
ferent provincial and communal electorates in 
their varying garb of ceremony create an effect of 
pomp and colour not e.asily to he matched in a 
W'orking day. 

We have had in mind, so far, the voyager w'ho 
saunters along the pavements with an eye on his 
'vatch, alert not to miss his boat. Not thus is 
Colombo to he savoured. It is incomplete impres- 
sions derived in such fashion that find their way 
through an undiscriminating publisher to an un- 
travelled public. Nor are licensed native guide 
sod astute gharry-driver, nor even the ricksha- 
puller, nimble-minded as he is nimble-footed, to be 
trusted to leave the visitor as fully stocked wdth 
the most correct and pleasurable impressions of 
one of the healthiest and happiest towms in the 
'ust, as they are likely themselves to be wdth the 
rupees of their guests of a da}' ! A hurried run 

irough a residential quarter, a progress through 
^oise and smells to a Hindu temple or two, _an- 
ler to a Buddhist temple, pursued at various 
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poinl.s by piratical urchins, clamouring for the 
price of dcsistance (and of a posy of wdlcl How'crs), 
it may be even a run to Mount Lavinia (w'hich is 
no urounlain) through the dustiest and most 
“ 'bus-ridden ” of the arterial roads — that is wdiat 
falls to the lot of most callers at Colombo to the 
detriment of tlic city’s good name. 
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We hope to present in these pages a truer pic- 
ture of Colombo, suggesting an itinerary that wdll 
afi'ord the maximum of delight. The north gate 
of Queen's House shall be our stand for a first 
comprehensive view of the central part of the 
Fort. We take up our position, under the eyes of 
the Sikh sentries, at the foot of a bronze statue of 
.Sir Edward Barnes, Governor, road-maker, and 
coffee pioneer (1S20-1831). At its erection 
.seventeen years aher the close of his regime, this 
memorial received touching marks of reverence 
from the common people, and it had to be railed off 
when homage developed into worship, and offer- 
ings began to be placed at its base. 
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Looking to the left, we see the block of Govern- 
ment buildings occupied by the Secretariat, in- 
cluding the Council Hall, but this, too, is shortly 
to be transferred to a grander habitation on a site 
among the best outside the Fort. Before us, to the 
right, is the General Post Office, an imposing pile 
of ambitious architecture. Colombo’s “ sky- 
scrapers ” draw the eye, dwarfing the lighthouse- 
cum-clock tow'er “ standing wdiere it ought not,” 
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in the centre of the vortex of motor traffic, a 
palpable obstruction. Our coign of vantage affords 
glimpses of several large English shops and bank 
buildings, while looking southward is seen in a 
vanishing perspective the road that will soon take 
us down the celebrated Galle Face esplanade. We 
shall pass on the way the Echelon Barracks, where 
the remarkably efficient Ceylonese volunteer gar- 
rison, successor to former regimental garrisons, 
is worthily housed, together with a company each 
of Royal Garrison Artillery and Royal Engineers. 

Galle Face. 

First place in any list of things to see in Col- 
ombo will always belong to the local Plymouth 
Hoe, as beautiful Galle Face has been called. A 


mile of undulating turf stretches away to vanish- 
ing point, bounded on the right by ocean and sky 
and on the left (partly) by a lake, the beauty of 
which, after many vicissitudes, has at last been 
worthily retrieved by canalisation. An upper road 
carries the motor traffic southward, while below 
a marine drive and promenade, swept by the salt 
spray, constitute the principal attraction. At the 
hottest noontide hour at which it may be the visi- 
tor’s lot to pass by, when the shimmering heat 
creates an effect of mirage, and the ricksha-pullers 
in the distance appear to splash through the heat- 
haze, little imagination is needed to conjure up the 
glamour of the scene by moonlight, or its soft 
charm at sunset or dawn. 

It may be of interest to note that when Sir 
Patrick Geddes was invited some years ago to 
report on the replanning of Colombo (which is ex- 


ercising the minds of an ambitious Municipality) 
he regretted that the hope of any extension of this 
fine marine drive had been rendered vain by the 
prior mistake of those who had constructed the 
south-coast railway on the very edge of the shore; 
to-day one of the earliest acts of the representative 
Legislative Council, which has fledged out with 
enlarged powers, is to prognosticate a vote of 30 
million rupees for the diversion of the railway 
farther inland ! 

With a glance in salute for the Victory Column 
and its Roll of Honour, and an ear for the informa- 
tion that near here, on the crest of the undulating 
ground, is the site of the projected New Cathedral, 
we move on past the Colombo Club, once the only 


social club, and, therefore, rich in memories of the 
“ old days ” when the race-course was located 
here, and here were held all the tamashas ^ 
more leisurely time. Here, too, came world- 
famous singers and other entertainers for the de- 
lectation of the earlier exiles. _ 

We catch an early glimpse of a cricket-neld, 
first of many more that constitute a gladdening 
feature of Colombo landscapes, and contribute not 
a little to their charm, likewise a church spire, and 
so we come at last to the Galle Face Hotel, fron 
ing the esplanade with a wing on the seashore. 

Mount Lavinia, 

We need not follow the route right up 
Lavinia. The wide Colpetty Road, with its line 
bungalows, fronting or bordering the sea, carric 
on adequately for some miles, few par s o 
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lieini;- Inckini;' in cliann, as \vc pass by larq-c inan- 
sions or lowlier coHaj^cs, or even some quaint and 
tvpieal native boutiques, eaob standing in its own 
tiensely-sbaded grounds; but it fails to fulfil its 
early promise, and, when we reaeb tbc limit of the 
Municipality at W’ellawatte, six miles from the 
Fort, “ wild ” 'buses and lumbering' cjirts begin 
to make our going' a discomfort. It may be true 
in a sense that Colombo actually extends as far as 
Mount Lavinia, but we have no need to anticipate 
the natural growth of Municipal activities, and, 
wiser than most guides, we recommend that this 
Mecca of the passenger be visited by railway in- 
stead. The suburban service is a liberal one, and 
a quick and comfortable run there and back (so it 
be between the times wlu-n the city offices fill up 
with or empty again their workers) can be included 
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all combining- to convey an impression of good 
status and seemly affluence ; but there is one point 
to be preferred above all others for the symbolism 
of tbc entry. That is Turret Road, giving access 
to b'lowcr Road where, a flaming canopy of gold 
mohurs, or flamboyants, sifts the sunlight into 
rays of emerald and verniilion,. and we make our 
further progress through a blaze of glory into the 
famous Cinnamon Gardens. Here we find our- 
selves in a labyrinth of red lanes with a continuous 
wall of foliage, pranked with gorgeous flowers, 
over which peep the red tiles and the gleaming 
stucco of the mansions where the plutocratic 
Ifurghcrs, .Sinhalese, or Tamils lord it in style. 

But Nature triumphs over gilded pomp, and the 
salient impression of the Cinnamon Gardens is 
what part of the name implies. The cinnamon 
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ju the briefest itinerary. Fish-tiffins, sca-bath- 
>ng, tennis, and tea on the seaward lawn amid the 
antics of thieving crows, constitute the ordinary 
programme, sometimes drawn out into evening 
dances and nights in the surf of the lovely bay. 
. sympathies may dictate the inclusion of a 
\'sit to the big S.P.G. College of St. Thomas, 
Situated within sight, an old foundation harking 
ack to the first Bishop of Colombo, whose legiti- 
aiate boast was the transplanting under an Eastern 
s 7 of the institutions and traditions of the Eng- 
"sk public school. 

Cinnamon Gardens. 

Returning to the Colpetty Road, there are many 
°wer down its extension to southward at 
might profitably strike inland into the 
ces area, where is seen an endless suc- 

i sunny bungalows and smiling gardens 

'Contrasting shade, flanking well laid-out roads, 


rows of the Dutch have disappeared, but the 
gardens-in-a-garden remain. That is best realised 
by imagining the scale reduced, as in a bird’s eye- 
view or air photograph, though then the vast 
canopy of shade-trees would obscure the whole, 
merging into one woolly mass interspersed with 
shorn patches of greensward. 

A garden without birds is a dead garden, and we 
shall not look in vain for the mango-birds, “ boats 
of gold,” in the still green foliage, or a strange 
hiss may give us just warning enough to look up 
and catch a vision of flying flames, as the paradise 
fly-catcher flashes in and out of the bushes ; a whir- 
ring teetotum of burnished purple would betray the 
sunbird foraging for honey in the flower-beds ; 
while the needle-craft of the tailor-bird may be the 
reward of search. The dapper magpie-robin is 
ubiquitous, and, at the right hour, may entertain 
us with its sweet note. Fly-catchers and swallows 
wheel overhead, and a species of lark would run 
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from us in the grass of the parks or duck their 
heads under the menacing shadow of hovering 
kestrel or kite. Indeed, the birds of Colombo de- 
serve (and have had) a monograph to themselves ! 

The Museum. 

Before we pass out of the centre of our leafy 
maze, within which we could be content to roam 
and dream of eternal summer (so it be that we have 
avoided the hours of vertical sun), we must spend 
some time in the excellent Museum, housed in a 
handsome edifice on beautiful grounds. A fine 
statue of the founder. Sir William Gregory, 
Governor from 1872 to 1877, commemorates alike 
the benefits of his rule and the capacity of the 
people for a proper appreciation of good govern- 
ment. Here may be noted the attractive speci- 
mens of ancient handicrafts, holding: out against 
the mass production of a mechanical age, such as 
the je\yellery, ivory, and tortoise-shell Avork, 
damascene, lacquer, pottery, etc., the manifold 
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uses of the coconut and palmyra palms, the natu- 
ral history collections, the gems, the beautiful hard 
timbers, the astounding historical remains, key to 
an understanding of the buried cities already de- 
scribed, the marvellous Sigiriya frescoes, the palm- 
leaf stylographed books, and the ancient rock in- 
scriptions, etc. A museum is the place of dead 
bones, as the Sinhalese word has it, but a spirit of 
research, or CA'en a sentiment of real sympathy, 
will have power to make these dead bones live, so 
that here, if anywhere, the visitor will be able to 
reconstruct in imagination the island’s great past, 
as his study of present-day life and customs Avill 
be brought into sharp focus by what he sees dis- 
played here before him in brief and handy compass. 

The Museum is set on the edge of the lOO-acre 
Victoria Park, which is one of Colombo’s assets. 
We shall refer again to the beautiful cricket 
o'rounds of the Sinhalese Sports Club, and can 
pass on to where two high-class tennis clubs, Eng- 
lish and Ceylonese respectively, offer some spec- 
tacular plav ; or inspect the magnificent new Town 


Hall, tardy recognition of the good work of the 
representative Municipal Council, or look in at the 
Orient Club, which, like the Dutch Burgher Union 
Club elsewhere, is but another instance to show- 
how readily English institutions thrive in this air, 
or pass out in the direction of the General Hospi- 
tal, taking on our way three examples of local 
philanthropy, one a fountain conmiemorating 
George Wall, pioneer, politician, and philanthro"! 
pist; another a statue of a great Sinhalese, Sir 
Charles de Soyza, prince of philanthropists, who 
had the distinction of entertaining royalty on his 
fine estate now decayed, and the third a composite 
memorial of the Avliole country, the Victoria 
Mernorial Eye Hospital, itself enshrining the small 
original nucleus which was the memorial to an- 
other son of Ceylon, Sir Samuel Grenier, the 
Burgher Attorney-General (1886). As Ave pass up 
this street Ave shall see displayed on the boundary 
Avail of a great store, the hy'pnotic name of Lipton, 
Avhich has had the power to send people’s minds to 
sleep, for there must still be many in the British 
Isles Avho have not yet AA'aked up to the fact that 
Ceylon is something more than a tea garden be- 
longing to Sir Thomas Lipton ! 


Outer Circle. 

We might, alternatively, emerge towards the 
outer circle of the labyrinth, in the direction of 
Slave Island (which, tradition says, Avas in Dutch 
times all that the name implies), passing a fair 
specimen of a banyan-tree that teaches us to look 
for its betters elsewhere, catching now a fine vista 
of cool turf-fringed AA'ater. We shall have left be- 
hind us the splendid Church of St. Michael and 
the theatre of the noble actmties of the .Anglican 
Sisterhood, Avhich latter maintains good girls 
schools and has inspired the foundation of a local 
Order; and shall be reminded of another high- 
class girls’ school Ave had seen on entering the 
Cinnamon Gardens. LeftAvise from the old Public 
Hall Ave pass into a hybrid area, Avhere commercial 
factors are beginning to be dominant, and where a 
croAA^ded and slummy quarter has to be avoided on 
the return, through one of the finest open stretches, 
to the P'ort, Avhich lies spread out before us across 


an ornamental piece of Avater. 

Or, again, Ave might pass out southwards into 
the academic quarter, AAdiere a brand-ncAV Unner- 
sity College, starting under the Amry best auspices 
Avith the cream of local scholarship, English ana 
Ceylonese, on its lecturing staff, is initiating tra- 
ditions against the day, not far distant, AA’Iicn i 
shall fledge out into the UniA^ersity of Coloiii lo. 
MeanAvhile, the lamp of culture has long been ^cp 
burning by Amrious learned societies, brandies 0 
copies of their English originals, e.y/., the oya 
Asiatic, the English Association, 

Arts, etc. Farther on Ave shall aucav the Ciai - 
vice bungaloAVS, the pride of the Irical es <1 ) i- 
ment, and the envy of the Indian. It i.s a pr 
sion thoroughly Avortby of a handful of me 
loftA' purpose, Avho have brought the coun ry - 
present pitch of progress, and aviI! noAA P*’ , 
through the difficult initial stages of a new epocn. 
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Sport. 

Horc wo fim! oui>olvos ;unung' sp:icious i^roon 
sportini;' i^rounds, whioh roniind us (h.il, with 
tlicso wiiul-swopl lawns, tho oliinatc ('f Coluinho 
could not l>o as intidorablo as wo had oxpoclod to 
find it, and that life lioro must have its alleviations. 
That would not ho far olT tho tuarlc, for it is only 
durinij a short spoil of ovoriioad sun, or when a 
droui;ht has lasted more than a few wooks, or in .a 
sunspot maximum, that one sij^hs for tho hills, for 
rain quickly works a transformation scone, and in 
a sinplo nij;ht tho parched qrass is i^rcon ap;ain. 

More are dolii^htful ijolf links: a mapTifi- 
cent race-course, with good traditions and a long 
record among tho most fashion.ahle of local ameni- 
ties; the Colombo Cricket Club, to which the same 
qualification applies; Havelock Park, successor to 
the old 1>urgber traditions of another quarter yet 
to be seen, with cricket fields and golf-course; and 
many another open bit of sward whore youthful 
Hobbscs wield the willow with a gusto equal to 
any that lingland all'ords. 

Cricket is a game so well acclimatised in Ceylon 
for well nigh three generations that some of its 
players have caught the public eye on Hritish 
fields, one at least pl.aying for All Scotland and 
others for College and County ; while, since the 
d.ays of Lord Hawke (iSqe) Tost teams passing 
through liave delighted to meet the local teams, 
British and Ceylonese together, or an eleven of 
each. One name at least must be recorded here, 
and who knows but these lines may meet the eye of 
some doughty veteran who will recall his feelings 
when his wicket was disturbed in disconcerting 
fashion by Tommy Kelaart, the famous Burgher 
left-hander, who maintained for more than sixteen 
years the average of five runs a wicket. 

Each of the five communities has its club and 
grounds, and not cricket only, but all games, and 
other branches of athletics (with the noteworthy 
jnclusion of scouting) have their keen exponents, 
^le grounds of the Sinhalese in \’ictoria Park rival 
>n beauty and excellence the old-established Col- 
ombo (English) Club. Each of these clubs has at 
some period put into the field a team of English 
county class. 

Schools. 

Eor that noteworthy result it is the larger public 
schools that have to be thanked. Two of them, 
le missionar}' College of St. Thomas and the 
O'ernment’s Royal College, have a tradition 
niore than half-a-century old for the intensive cul- 
'^ation of sport, more notably the former as a 
1 school. Their classic annual contest, the 

^<^al Eton V. Harrow, has for nearlj' all that time 
cen one of the most popular social events of the 
riTV T have a vigorous young 

fi 1H ’ College, whose buildings and playing 

ornament even to that lovely town.) 
of sport alone, though that is the cement 

between East and West. For 
thr Government has been more than 

Sc parts done for it by the many different reli- 


gious bodies, dating back, in fact, to Francis 
Xavier, tliat have been engaged in educational 
work, botli in Colombo and in other large towms, 
for fhe !)cst part of a century, reaching and main- 
taining a high standard for a colony and the East. 
One humble^ institution, which has recently cele- 
brated its centenary, deserves mention here from 
its location in a notable district. Cotta, which saw 
the Indian summer of Sinhalese Royal power 
under a celebrated Prime Minister in the 15th cen- 
tury. 

Loyalty to the old school permeates the whole 
f.nbric of life in Ceylon, and the names of former 
heads and assistant masters arc kept green in the 
loving remembrance of thousands. The annual 
banquets of Old Boys and the Speech' Days are dis- 
tinguished public functions usually graced by the 
presence of the Governor or other high ollicial, and 
marked at times by some monientous statement of 
policy or like weight}’ announcement. 

.\t the risk of being fuksome it should be added 
that the measure of the success of the schools is 
the crown set upon it by continued academic tri- 
umphs at the older English Universities and at the 
Civil Service Examination, not to speak of other 
professional honours. Ceylon has a long roll of 
names of her sons who have made remarkable 
careers in this and other parts of the Empire, one 
at least having administered the government of a 
West Indian Colony. 

North Colombo. 

Such is the fruit of the labours of the pioneers, 
including the Dutch, and they embrace missionary 
and layman alike. The earlier officials and mer- 
chants were active in sowing the seed, and the 
strong'hold of the traditions of these men, who, 
not content with a rootless existence, cultivated a 
friendly fellowship with the people, is Mutwal, the 
northern suburb of Colombo, to Avhich we now 
pass, after crossing a busy area mostl}- railway ter- 
ritory. Old St. Thomas’s College (with the Cathe- 
dral Church), Summer Hill, Uplands, Elie House, 
Hill House, Rock House, Whist Bungalow — these 
are names to conjure with; and, although the en- 
tire district has been commercialised and the Port 
Commission employees inherit the scene of the 
former camaraderie, the wit, and the “ flow of 
soul,” not to speak of the “ beauty and the 
chivalry ” of old Colombo, there are survdvors of 
a former generation who cherish the memory of 
those larger and more liberal days with wistful 
regret. 

The interest of this suburb is now mainly com- 
mercial, and the visitor would mark the spreading 
tentacles of the port, to which reference has been 
made ; but the aesthetic would not be wholly with- 
out witness if, for instance, he could stand on the 
old College hill in a misty dawn and, looking back 
upon the harbour, cast his astonished eyes on what 
is nothing less than a Turner battle-piece, or watch 
from the water-stairs of Whist Bungalow the eter- 
nal battle between the sea and the Kelani River, 
when the long sandspit is hourly devoured by the 
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hungry waters ; or view the fishing fleet come in on 
the top of the wave with sails bladder-taut in the 
breeze; or espy, across the strong-flowing river, 
where the woods come down to the water’s edge, 
the old Dutch canal to pretty Negombo (home of 
cinnamon) running straight and true under an 
archway of palms. 

And it is here at last that he will find the homes 
of the common people, scattered among the cot- 
tages of the “ classes,” whom the ebb of migra- 
tion has left high and dry in a quarter that can 
only be described as passe. From here, as from 
other suburbs near and far (notably Kotahena, 
with its grand Roman Catholic Cathedral, visible 
from the harbour), an arm)^ of workers, filling 
more or less humble positions in the Fort and 
Pettah and in the Government railway and other 
engineering establishments, sallies out daily, 
coated and sandalled for the most part, and nearly 
all carrying the indispensable umbrella, which 
surely is the one peculiar feature of Ceylon 
streets. The homing throngs in the afternoon and 


that use the verandahs as pavements, skirting the 
outdoor stands of the apple-men and the sellers of 
oily Indian sweetmeats; the importunity of the 
men at the shop-doors ; the constantly shifting yet 
never-changing scene ; the shining, nude backs of 
coolies at one end of the scale, which runs up 
through various gradations of undress and over- 
dress till it terminates in the sleek, half-draped 
paunch of the Chetty millionaire ; and, recapitulat- 
ing the whole effect, the public market behind the 
(old) Town Hall, where the entire gamut of sound 
and the whole spectrum of colour assail eye and 
ear. 

Such is the Pettah ; and when the stranger has 
recovered from the assault to his senses and has 
begun to think that he has seen the real Colombo, 
it would be time to inform him that what he has 
seen is really an Indian settlement entirely alien to 
the country ! The Sinhalese do not take kindly to 
retail trade (though they are at home in big busi- 
ness), and various Indian communities have taken 
root here for generations, while the whole fabric 
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evening hours give the lie to the statement fre- 
quently made in books about Ceylon that the 
Pettah is ‘‘ where the natives live.” 

The Pettah. 

This is the quarter that has always exercised a 
fascination for the traveller who is a stranger to 
the East. Its din and bustle, its colour and its 
diverse smells ; the heterogeneous mob that is 
never off its streets ; the publicity of all its activi- 
ties with al fresco chaffering and trade and eating 
and drinking; the artless, casual way in which the 
y'oung fruit-seller from the country, lips carmine 
with betel-quid, dumps her baskets of poly'chroma- 
tic treasures by"^ the roadside and cuts a side of 
pine-apple or jak, or opens a y'Oung coconut for a 
passing customer, who will pause to relish it on the 
spot, innocent of sinks and bins; the scraps of 
shouted commentary' across the narrow street, 
seeming to merge and mingle into incessant 
chatter ; the block in the traffic when two motor- 
cars and a tramcar come together and the pedes- 
trian leaps for safety on to a verandah (if he does 
not come a cropper on a banana peel) ; the crowds 


of their trade is shot with the financial acumen of 
the Chettyq whose strong'hold in Sea Street should 
not be missed for its strange combination of liter- 
ally' sunless treasuries, the simple life, and strict 


-lindu observance. 

These shops in the Pettah understudy' the Euro- 
lean establishments in the Fort, and complete for 
in overlapping custom, 'though humbler pockets are 
ilso catered for. Drapery', hosiery', books, 
rare, groceries, plate and lamp shops, are huddicc 
ogether in street and cross-street, each with a 
ingle narrow frontage, until variety' is defcatc , 
ind the only marked difference is made by the rare 
iresence of a Sinhalese merchant .striking out m 
nore original and ambitious directions. ^ ,1 _ 

Nor does the surprise end there, hor the 
act remains to be disclosed that this area, v uc 
las been allowed in the course of genera 
I'ithoutanv heed to town planning, to acquire 
nto itself the most crazy and squalid excrescences, 
intil it has become to-day a blot and a j 

I'ith vested interests holding up an cnhgh 
nunicipality', was once a respectable^ ,?^'^n,itrh 
[uarter. .All that remains to prove it is the Ui 
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cciiiclery, tlic melancholy appeal of which is being- 
sinolherecl more anti more muler the ramifications 
of traile, and the curfew hell and belfry, together 
with the old Dutch name of Cayman's Gate. But 
wc have, besides, iu addition to the traditions of 
the okl i)utch families, the evidence of Walsh’s 
MUifai-tf 7 iVmf«iVr»(Y.s where it is stated that 
" the I'ettah had also several gootl houses, 
churches, etc., ami in the place, :dtogether, were 
many respectable iidiabitants. " Of the churches, 
the newer (St. Paul’s) has just bowed to the inevit- 
able .and has a quieter home in Campbell Park, 
which limits of space prevent describing here, but 
it is equal to the best in charm : and the other, the 
Dutch Reformed Church, a real Dutch relic, typi- 
c.al of the architecture of the l.ow Countries, built 
in 1749, in Wolvendaal (W'olves’ Dale), where for- 
mer Dutch Governors and mynheers with their 
pomp-loving vrouws sat to hear long discourses, 
and where such of their successors to-day as cling 
to the old Protestantism do the same amid the 
memorial tablets of the illustrious dead. 


scope for its legitimate aspirations and a field for 
the displaj' of g-ood qualities of trustworthiness and 
eflicicncy. In fact, there is not .a single high judi- 
cial or administrative post, even up to those of 
Chief Justice and Colonial Secretary, but a son of 
the soil has at some period been found worthy to 
fill it, though policy dictate that it shall be but tem- 
porarily. To-day the elective office of Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Council, the Supreme Judicature, the 
highest l.aw offices, the posts of Chief Government 
.Surgeons and Physicians (and practically the 
whole Medical .Service), leading Police, Post, and 
Telegraph, Volunteer Force, Engineering, and 
.Survey appointments arc filled, permanently in 
some instances, by excellent precedent, though 
temporarily in others, by Ceylonese, to praise 
whom would be an impertinence. The cry for 
more scope for talent and ambition cannot but be 
heard, and the answer will be in the same generous 
spirit that moved the early pioneers to give their 
lives in the spade-work of yesterday, which alone 
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Later Burgher traditions have centered round 
the “ Racquet Court,” wliich is now given over to 
the excellent ratproof rice stores already referred 
to. This was the cradle of Ceylonese cricket, and 
though it has vanished from the view its memories 
•■emain. 

Hulftsdorp. 

^ Let us pass from the fine eminence of Wolven- 
oaal, overlooking the sea, to its twin, Hulftsdorp, 
named after the Dutch General Hulft, which is 
sacred to the law and the theatre par excellence of 
purely Ceylonese achievement. We shall learn of 
respected Ceylonese judges and lawyers, remem- 
ering that the term includes Burghers, Sinhalese, 
. ^^'Is, and a few others. We shall note the 
jealous guarding of great traditions and shall find 
'^he training-ground for larger political and 
auministrative responsibilities. 

Conclusion. 

th 't to close this sketch of Colombo on 

^la note, for the legal profession is typical though 
nr > the medical, engineering, and other 

e essions, likewise, offer young Ceylon bare 


has made possible the foundations of the edifice of 
the morrow. 

Our account of Ceylon’s principal city must now 
end, although it is necessarily incomplete. We 
have not said much, for instance, of the British 
colonists specifically, but have preferred to treat 
the island as a composite unit of the .Empire, 
where all are working together for the good of the 
whole. There are those who have gone out to 
Ceylon purely for trade or business or to the big 
plantations, all undeniably conducive to the wel- 
fare of the island and world-commerce. While 
some of them, however, pull their weight as mem- 
bers of the ‘‘ Commonwealth,” others, it must be 
granted, prefer in an alien spirit to regard the 
island as but the temporary scene of their unavoid- 
able exile, failing to understand how their 
brothers and sisters, cast in a more generous 
mould, joy to think of it as a second home, which 
tugs at their heart-strings with a pull strong 
enough to make them waver in a divided allegi- 
ance, while ” not once or twice ” the election has 
been in favour of the tinier Isle of Enchantment! 
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CARGILLS, LTD., Universal Providers, York Street. 


Cargills ! What a name that is throug'hout 
Ceylon, and how vast is the range of supplies 
which it connotes ! All over the island, in the 
homes of the rich and the poor, the name is a 
household one that is lisped by little children, who 
hear it so frequentlj^ mentioned in connection with 
everything pertaining to life’s daily routine. Even 
amongst the people who do not speak English, 
Cargills is a familiar synonym for merchandise as 
varied as human necessity itself. Every person 


struction of the edifice, and it was completed in 
1905. 

In the spacious Cargills arcade the artistic dis- 
plays in the handsome plate-glass windows can 
be inspected in comfortable shelter from the 
tropical sun or rain ; but better far to pass through 
one of the many entrances and make a tour of the 
spacious and well-ventilated interior, where every- 
thing is arranged on a scale of utility and com- 
pleteness harmonising in eyery way with the 
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“ CARGILLS.” 


PREMISES OF CARGILLS, LTD., COLOMBO. 


who can see or hear, visiting- Colombo, must carry 
away some memory of Cargills, Ltd. The only 
way for a steamer passenger to escape receiving 
actual visual impressions of the celebrated firm 
is to refrain from going ashore ; but even then 
there will be talk about the business when the 
visitors return with their purchases. 

The Cargills establishment looms large and im- 
pressive in the immediate perspective of Colombo’s 
chief shopping district, and was the forerunner of 
many of the fine buildings there. Its colour is the 
red of life’s vitality, and cornucopia; are appro- 
priatelj" embodied in the stone ornamentation of 
the great house of plenty that calls to the stranger 
as well as to the permanent resident with many 
allurements. Four years were spent in the con- 


rominence of the firm in local trade. I he per.son 
jle to differentiate between mediocrity and 
jperiorit}' in general merchandise, but more e.spc- 
ally in the infinity of things pertaining to the 
jtfitting of both sexes, will find a visit to Messrs, 
argills’ premises prolific of much more extcnsi'c 
jrchases than may be intended there. Tenipta 
on in that connection is exceptionally power u 
the departments for ladies’ clothing, 
veh'^ dresses of the filmiest materials ant ic 
test fashions, in exquisite shades, vie w'jt 1 c.'p 
rating millinery creations, each of ' 

dividualitv, and all in so great a vane y < 
icommon 'indeed must the requirements he vine 

innot be met there. . . , 

The tailoring departments arc charactcrrscd oj 
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all those details of careful selection and operative 
skill inseparable from every sartorial establish- 
ment where output is made subservient to perfec- 
tion of fit and fashion. 

The workrooms for the dressmakers, milliners, 
and tailors, including bbiropean cutlers, and the 
busy activities there, indicate very ehujuenlly how 
greatly the firm’s facilities and resources in that 
connection are taken advantage of. 

But it is impossible within the limits of this 
restricted sketch to even attempt a deseri|Jtit)n of 
the many other departments (thirty in all) or to 
note the claims of each for special recognition in 
connection with the wealth of its stock or the care 
with which its organisation has been evolved for 
the maximum of service and minimum of waste 
or inconvenience to everyone concerned — groceries 
and provisions, wines and spirits, jewellery, 
watches and clocks, electro-plate and silverware, 
glassware and crockery, gramophones, stationery, 
fancy goods, pedal and motor cycles, hardware 
and household utensils, etc. .V separate volume 
could easily be produced for a delineation in detail 
of the many dilTcrent departments, each operated 
like a separate business, but forming one great 
whole on which is ever concentrated expert know- 
ledge and experience that takes cognizance of all 
the innumerable idiosyncrasies of local require- 
ment as well as universal demand. 

The elegant department for drugs and 
chemieals, for instance, giving employment to six 
qualified dispensers, is replete with everything 
that can be suggested for the relief of pain and 
illness and the enlianccmcnt of physictil welfare. 

The firm transact wholesale as well as rct.ail 
trade, and arc manufacturers of many of their 
own preparations, including the well-known and 
very successful " Cargilineum ” mixture for 
rubber trees, of which mixture they produce about 
ten tons monthly. Contiguous to the pharmaceu- 
tical department is the optical department where 
sight defects are tested and remedied under the 


supervision of the only Fellow of the British 
Optical .Association practising in Ceylon. 

Extensive as the premises are, the business has 
outgrown them, and at the time of writing 
arrangements are being made for additions that 
will increase the floor space by fifty per cent. 

The history of the business dates back to 1S44, 
when it was started at Kandy under the name of 
.Milne, Cargill and Co. When Colombo became 
a port of call, the firm followed the trend of busi- 
ness there and steadily grew in importance in the 
city, retaining-, however, the Kandy establishment. 
Later the designation became Cargill and Co., 
and the firm continued to prosper through the 
halcyon days of the coffee industry. When that 
failed, however, the business, like practically 
cverj- other Ceylon concern, underwent severe 
vicissitudes, and was one of the few which sur- 
vived the collapse of the, then staple industry of 
the island. The phenomenal progress of the tea 
industry of Ceylon led to corresponding develop- 
ment of Messrs. Cargill and Co.’s activities. In 
1S96 the present limited .liability company was 
formed. The business gives employment to about 
five bundred persons, including about sixty Euro- 
peans, and there are brandies of it at Cinnamon 
Gardens, Galle Face, and Nuwara Eliya, as well 
as at Kandy, with forage mills in Staples Street, 
Colombo. The general department store under 
the designation of SIME and CO., contiguous to 
Messrs. Cargills’ establishment in Colombo, also 
belongs to the company, but is operated separately 
under its own name. 

The directors of Messrs. Cargills, Ltd., are 
Sir J. T. Cargill, Bart., Messrs. B. Connell, J. 
Matiiieson, .A. J. Martin, and T. R. Mitchell. 
The general manager is Mr. G. R. Brown. The 
company’s cable address is “ Cargills,” Colombo, 
and they use the .ABC code. 

The London office is at Balfour House, Fins- 
bur}' Pavement, E.C., and the registered ' office 
is at 163, Hope Street, Glasgow. 


LIPTON. LTD., Tea Blenders and Exporters, etc., Union Place, Slave Island. 


Throughout the world no name is more popularly 
associated with the tea industry of Ceylon than 
that of Lipton, Ltd. In cottage and mansion, in 
village and city, in inaccesiblc places far remote 
from civilisation, and in fashionable tea-shops and 
restaurants in the world’s leading centres of wealth 
and activit}', Lipton’s tea is in high esteem, and 
has given to Ceylon an advertisement beyond 
comparison. When passengers from the steamers 
land at Colombo for a brief tour of inspection of 
die city and its environs, there is always at the 
ack of their minds the memories and impressions 
of the fragrant Lipton tea ; and these memories 
and impressions are recalled vividly and pleasantly 
} the sight of the premises of Messrs. Lipton, 
kfd., in the beautiful district of the Cinnamon 
Bardens, at the end of Union Place, one of the 
■ P'’'ocipal thoroughfares of Colombo. It is so 
'■eminiscent of home in Great Britain, .Australia, 


United States, Canada and elsewhere to see the 
name of Lipton, Ltd. ; but to see it in a tropical 
setting in the lovely island it has made so famous, 
explains the ejaculations of thousands of visitors 
to Colombo, when the local premises of the great 
firm in question suddenly come into the range of 
their vision. 

Much has always been made of the celebrated 
Lipton tea estates in Ceylon, and their names may 
be read from afar painted in white letters on the 
dark curving walls enclosing the Maddema Mills, 
as the premises in question are designated. 

The compan3'’s estates, totalling about 8,000 
acres, are magnificent!}' situated at a high eleva- 
tion in dr}' and invigorating air, peculiarly favour- 
able for the cultivation of tea of the highest 
quality. The bulk of the company’s tea land in 
Dambatenne is on the slopes of lofty hills, upon 
which there is no room for buildings as on the 
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other estates ; so that the difficulty of preparing 
the tea there has been overcome by the provision 
of a system of aerial tramways which transmit the 
produce as gathered from the gardens to the 
factory in the valley below. Thousands of Tamil 
coolies are employed on the Lipton estates, and 
the utmost attention is paid to the comfort of their 
homes and their medical and other requirements. 


out evenly on _ perforated trays and fired in a 
specially contrived drying machine by means of 
heated air at about 200“^ F. It is then allowed to 
cool and is afterwards graded and packed for ship- 
ment to all parts of the world. 

A bulky and interesting volume could be written 
about the huge business built up by Sir Thomas 
Lipton, and the great influence exerted in its 
development and success by his lucky acquisition 



DAMBATENE FACTORY. DESPATCHING TEA FROM DAMBATENE 


FACTORY. 



DAMBATENE BUNGALOW. PICKING TEA, BANDIA ELIYA. 



MONERKANDE FACTORY. ROAD IN THE MONERKANDE PLANTATIONS, 


SCENES IN THE TEA PLANTATIONS OF LIPTON, LTD., CEYLON. 


So fine is the method of plucking on the Lipton 
tea gardens that many pounds of green leaf are 
necessary to make one pound of manufactured tea. 
After the green leaf is gathered it is exposed for 
some time in the factories in a light, dry' atmo- 
sphere to wither. It is then rolled by powerful 
machinery in order that the sap may be crushed 
out, and is afterwards separated and allowed to 
ferment, great care being necessary during the 
latter process. The green leaf is thereafter spread 


long ago of the magnificent estates whence tht. 
celebrated Lipton tea of Ceylon is derived. Sufiico 
it to say', however, that the record price 01 
;^36 15s. od. per lb. has been obtained in the 
Mincing Lane sales room for a parcel of Golden 
Tipped Flowery Orange Pekoe from Lipton s 
Dambatenne estate. _ .. 

The company’s manager in Cey'Ion is .Mr. H- 
Sutherland, who has been connected with the Urm 
since igir. 
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DAULKY, nUTLEU and CO., LTD., 

General Mercliants and Commission Agents, G9, Queen Street, Fort. 


Tin; large ami hamlsomc ollke buildings erected 
in Colombo during recent years have greatly 
changed the appearance of the city from what it 
was when the writer first knew it in 1900. Con- 
sequently the busy, sunny, island capital provides 
great contrasts between the old and the new, more 
especially in and around the Fort district, where 
the former Dutch colonists centred their alTairs 
before Ceylon became British in 179b. Mere and 
there arc some old structures which arc delight- 
fully reminiscent of the long forgotten past ; but 
none used for commercial purposes is more worthy 
of notice, than the premises in which the business 
of Messrs. Darley, Butler and Co., Ltd., has been 
carried on for many decades. These premises arc 
much more extensive than might he inferred from 
their outward appearance. .A fire in 19-4 
destroyed the top floor of the office building and 
all the interesting records of this famous old con- 
cern, hut it did not injure the thick and strong 
walls ; so that the aspect of the establishment as 
it stands to-day, with its square turreted top, is 
probably exactly the same as it was in the eight- 
eenth century. The date of its erection cannot he 
ascertained, hut in one of its ancient sections there 
is a remarkable strong-room where, it is asserted, 
the last King of Kandy, the notorious Sri Vikrama 
Rajasinha, was imprisoned before he was sent in 
1816 to the fortress of Vellore, in the Madras 
Pre’sidency, where he died in 1S32. The cell, or 
dungeon, in question has a convex roof, and is 
so strong that it would undoubtedly remain intact 
if the whole of the structure into which it is built 
collapsed about it. The great thickness of its 
walls is discerned by the two narrow air vents on 
each side of tlie old steel entrance door. When the 
writer inspected it for the purpose of this sketch, its 
contents included some fine old wines — and what 
could be more highly prized in these days of fan- 
tastic legislation and spurious imitations of the 
liquors of long ago ! 

Behind the main building is a curious old court- 
y^^^ysurely the oldest and quaintest in Colombo. 
Sloping down towards it are the red-tiled roofs of 
extremely old warehouses, where the impressions 
of the past are very vivid. What a place it could 
e, and probably is, for ghosts of long dead 
persons who had to do with merchandise of every 

description ! 

On one side of the courtyard is a building called 
^le King’s Warehouse devoted entirely to the 
I'm s bonded stock, access to which can only be 
^>ned in the presence of a Customs official. 

* essrs. Darley, Butler and Co., Ltd., are one of 
e^ ew firms in Colombo with such a facility on 
‘•leir premises. 

buildings opening into the courtyard are 
'Tient unsuited to modern storage require- 

s that thet' are utilised only for the accommo- 
2 E 2 


dation of boxes and things of general utility. The 
floors of these old warehouses are a succession 
of ups and downs, and some of them have been 
so frequently repaired that in some places not 
much of the original timber remains. 

The sections in which the trade activities of 
Messrs. Darley, Butler and Co., Ltd., are con- 
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ducted are very different, and provide ample 
indications of the care there exercised for the 
perfection of everydiing relating thereto. The 
firm are amongst the largest exporters of Ceylon 
tea, and were amongst the first to engage in that 
industry after the failure of Ceylon coffee in 1876. 
Rubber and all the productions of the island are 
handled by them. They may be regarded as 
pioneers in the piece-goods trade of Ceylon, and 
in that connection still transact an extensive trade. 
.As general commission agents they have connec- 
tions throughout the world. 

The business is probably the oldest in Colombo, 
and was founded in 1847 by Mr. E. J. Darley and 
i\'Ir. (later Sir) Samuel Butler, who had previously 
been partner in the firm of Ackland, Boyd and 
Co. Mr. Darley, who died in 1870, is commemo- 
rated by Darley Road, one of the important busi- 
ness thoroughfares of Colombo.' In i860 Sir 
Samuel Butler retired to London and supendsed 
the firm’s interests at the office which was then 
opened for that purpose there. In 1863 the late 
Sir William Mitchell became partner and pro- 
ceeded to Colombo, Avhere he lived for fift3^-two 
years. Sir William Mitchell was the representa- 
tive of the mercantile community in the Legis- 
lative Council for about twenty years, and was 
the first elected Chairman of the Chamber of 
Commerce in 1869, ser\'ing as a Committee mem- 
ber for thirty-five j'ears. 

During the administration of Sir Arthur Have- 
lock, Governor of Ceylon, Sir William (then Mr.) 



SEAPORTS or INDIA AND CEYLON. 


Mitchell was created a C.M.G. in recognition of 
his public service to the colony. He was Chair- 
man of the Wharf and ^Varehouse Co. for many 
years. He was also connected with the Colombo 
Hotels Co., Ltd., The Colombo Apothecaries Co., 
Ltd., The New Colombo Ice Co., Ltd., Spinning 
and Weaving Mills, and many other concerns. 
He was a member of the Colombo Harbour Board 
from its inception, and manifested a lively interest 
in all matters pertaining to the development of 
the port. In the agitation for the establishment 
of a Port Trust, which occupied the attention of 
the mercantile community for a number of years, 
he took a prominent and leading part. 

Sir William represented the mercantile commu- 
nit)' at the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 
1897, and had the honour of presenting the 
address of the Chamber to Her Majesty in person. 
He represented the Chamber at the Paris Exposi- 
tion in 1900. While he was there, news reached 
Ceylon that amongst the birthday honours was a 
Knighthood for him in recognition of the services 
he had rendered to the colony during his long and 
distinguished career. 

Meanwhile Sir Samuel Butler had retired from 
the business in 1S84, and it was thereafter carried 
on by Sir William, who was joined in partnership 
in 1896 by Mr. J. F. Headrick and Sir William’s 
son, Mr. W. E. Mitchell — the latter having been 
connected with it since 1886. In 1911 Mr. Head- 
rick retired, and after Sir William’s death in 1915, 
the business was conducted by Messrs. W. E. and 
F. S. Mitchell as sole partners until July, 1920, 


when the present limited liability company was 
formed with an authorised capital of Rs.5, 000,000. 

The Board of Directors now comprises Messrs. 
F. S. Mitchell (Chairman) ; W. E. Mitchell; 
W. A. Cole; O. F. Rust; J. M. Souter, and 
S. C. A. Julius. 

The company’s telegraphic address is 
“ Darley,” Colombo, and the codes used are 
Bentley’s and the ABC 5th edition. 

Messrs. Darley, Butler and Co., Ltd., are 
agents for the following : 

Darley, Butler & Drew, Ltd., London. 

A. Provant & Co., Manchester. 

George Woolley & Co., Ltd., Manchester. 
Sternberg Bros., Manchester. 

Mellon & Co., Manchester. 

East Asiatic Co., Ltd., Bangkok and Singapore. 

S. H. Ewing & Co., Montreal. 

Scottish Union & National Insurance Co. 

American Trading Co., Ltd., New York. 

S. L. Jones & Co., San Francisco. 

Gollan rt Go., Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydnej’, and 
Wellington. 

Chargeurs Reunis Line of Steamers. 

Maritime Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Northern Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ltd. 

Queens Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The Home Insurance Co. 

Western Assurance Co. 

Underwriters at Lloyd’s. 

The Gangwarily Estates Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Ceylon Land & Produce Co., Ltd. (S.A.). 

The Gartrnore (Ceylon) Tea Co., Ltd.’ (S.A.). 

The Piccadilly Rubber' & Terr Estates, Ltd. 

The Lugaloya Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 


BROOKE BOND CEYLON, LTD., Assambrook Mills, Slave Island. 


The name of Brooke Bond is famous to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. Anyone not versed in 
what it stands for is uneducated in modern com- 
mercial enterprise, which must always have 
examples of comparison and achievement. Even 
the lowliest of people, whose range of knowledge 
is of the most circumscribed character, have an 
appreciative familiarity with the name of Brooke 
Bond, and would uphold it against all competitors. 
Brooke Bond is almost in the dictionary as a 
synonym for tea ; and it may be regarded as 
amongst the dozen best-known commodities of 
modern trade. The eminent firm which it desig- 
nates have huge warehouses in London, Man- 
chester, Leeds, and elsewhere; and in grocery 
shops throughout Creat Britain the Brooke Bond 
packages are demanded with an emphasis that will 
not be" put off with other brands. 

The great Brooke Bond business, like other cele- 
brated undertakings, has certainly been built up 
largelv by advertising, but not altogether. Mil- 
lions of pounds may be spent in booming anything, 
but if the commodity is not worth}- of its publicity, 
the money will surely be wasted. No people m 
the world are better judges of tea than the 


British. We cannot do without it, :md its abso- 
lute indispensability has raised the standard of 
necessary quality very high indeed, which explains 
Brooke Bond. 

In the south of India the Brooke Bond Company 


have about 50,000 acres of tea estates, and very 
large premises at Calcutta and Bombay. In Cey- 
lon, where they have been operating since i 9|9 
Linder the name of Brooke Bond Ceylon, Ltd., 
dieir tea lands, Allakolla, Ratnatennc, anc 
Udaveria, aggregate 3,185 acres, and arc amongst 
;he best in the island. 

The company’s Assambrook Mills, in 
Island, Colombo, are amongst the largest incus 
rial establishments devoted to tea and produce in 
:eylon. These mills have recently been coni- 
iletely remodelled, and considerable additions 
nade to them. They occupy about 3 ^ 

Ifive employment to about 800 per.sons. 1 ic i sj 
icenes there afford exceedingly interesting » 
nstructive object lessons in the ^ 

laring tea and other products for .sup 
ibroad. Certain hand operation.^— and ”’C} «■ 
nany— -cannot be enliancecl by any mec - 
irocess, and will continue as long as ca 
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sinned, wlncii will diuihtless be for ever; never- 
llieless, there arc many remarkable contrivances 
in the Assambrook Mills which reduce labour to a 
minimum, and ensure beyond peradventure the 
accuracy of qualities and measurements in leadfoil 
packages, in standard chests, in marks and labels, 
etc. All the work is executed in a chain of 
specialised activities, each de|)endent upon and in- 
fluencing- the other; and throughout it all is mani- 
fested undeviatiiyg regard for the exemplification 
of the superlative in every detail ; hence the con- 
tinual expansion of the Brooke l?nnd business. 

In .addition to tea, great quantities of other 
Ceylon products, sueli as desiccated coconut, 
cocoa, rubber, etc., pass through the Assambrook 
Mills, and are shipped to all parts of the world. 


The mills have their own printing department for 
labels, etc., and the company also import estate 
supplies on a large scale. 

The managing director of Brooke Bond Ceylon, 
Ltd., Mr. R. E, Southwood, is a tea expert of 
long and extensive experience; so also is the 
other director, Mr. W. Trevellick Hicks. The 
company’s cable address is “ Assambrook,” 
Colombo, and the code used is the ABC 6th 
edition. 

Messrs. Brooke Bond Ceylon, Ltd., are agents 
and secretaries for Brampton Tea Co., Ltd.; 
Koralle Tea Estates, Ltd., consisting of Glenloch 
Estates, W'cwesse Estates, Riverside Estates; 
'I'he Downside Estate Co., Ltd. 


COLOMBO APOTHECAUIES CO., LTD. (SMITH CAMPBELL and CO.), 

Chemists and Dnigjtisls, General Merchants, Outfitters, Furniture Manufacturers, Printers, 

Booksellers, Stationery Manufacturers, etc.. Fort. 


Coi.oMito .\i‘OTm;c.\im;s Co. That well-known 
name is suggestive of the days of long ago 
when the alchemists sought the elixir of life, and 
the establishments of the apothecaries had not 
evolved from the crude limitations of the remedial 
agents then in vogue into the pharmacies of the 
modern highly-trained chemists and druggists; 
but even the latter are now, in most centres of 
population, being merged to a considerable extent 
into departments of the huge general stores that 
are playing so prominent a part in the consolida- 
tion of modern retail trade. So it is at Colombo, 
where the large business of the Colombo .Apothe- 
caries Co., Ltd., is quite at variance with the 
'^^strictions which might be suggested to the 
uninitiated by its title. Throughout all the rami- 
fications of the undertaking in question, the 
novelties of last year or last month are replaced 
by substitutes of improved utility and attraction. 
The great assortments of merchandise quickly 
come and go ; department after department is 
added; indeed, other concerns are merged into the 
U' er-expanding business, but the name remains 
unaltered as it was when it was the designation 
of the little chemists’ shop opened in 1SS3 in the 
de Soysa Buildings, Slave Island. Why should 
that humble little venture have been followed by 
such remarkable results? Thousands of little 
0 emists’ shops, or, should we say, chemists’ little 
s \ops, have been established in thousands of pro- 
mising places, but in those that continue to exist 
le passing 5'ears show no change in the dimen- 
sions of their trade or character. The district of 
a\m Island was not particularly good for a 
Chemists’ shop — at least not in the latter part of 
^st century, and the proprietors, Mr. W. M. 

until and Mr. James Smith Findlay, being men 
° umbition, removed their little business into 
unother establishment at the corner of York and 
cince Street, Fort. Their new' pharmaej' was 


also small, but it had the advantage of being close 
to the jetty, where the people from the steamers 
landed, and was thus prominent in the line of 
attraction of the great tide of passenger traffic 
that ever flows through Colombo. Such tvas the 
commencement of the extensive business that to- 
day gives employment to about 500 persons and 
ca{ers to that traffic, as well as to the requirements 
of the inhabitants of Ceylon, xvith a thoroughness 
that includes everything pertaining to life’s daily 
routine on land and sea. 



PREMISES OF 

COLOMBO APOTHECARIES CO., LTD. 


The story of its rise and progress. in detail would 
occupy many pages and must be curtailed. In 
1904 the gentlemen’s tailoring and outfitting busi- 
ness of Smith, Campbell and Co., and also the 
one that had been carried on by Mann and Co., 
manufacturers of saddlery and harness, importers 
of footw'ear, etc., were acquired by the Colombo 
Apothecaries Co., Ltd. These were followed in 
1917 by the absorption of The .Anglo-Oriental 
Furnishing Co. 

The building housing the many departments of 
the Colombo Apothecaries Co., Ltd., was com- 
pleted in 1915, and covers an area of 15,000 
square feet. It has four floors, each connected by 
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an electric elevator, as well as by broad stair- 
cases, and each of these numerous departments is 
operated as a separate business. Those for 
ladies’ outfitting’ are ever a source of great attrac- 
tion to the fair sex, for in them are to be found 
the latest styles from Paris and London, Avith 
particular regard to specialities of fabric and fancy 
for use in the tropics as well as in more temperate 
zones. 

The gentlemen’s tailoring and outfitting sections 
are still carried on under the name of Smith 
Campbell and Co., and as all the Avorkshops are 
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COLOMBO APOTHECARIES CO., LTD. 


on the premises, customers haAm the satisfaction 
of knoAving that their orders are fulfilled under 
the most commendable and sanitar}'- conditions — a 
point of great importance in the Orient regarding 
the execution of tailoring Avork. The folloAAung 
is from the firm’s handsomely got-up catalogue 
entitled Gifts — Suggestions for Men. 

“ Fine kerchiefs for g.Av gallants. So runs the legend. 
And as the gallants of the ‘ periods ’ trip past the shop 
which displays the gay silk squares, each in his turn 
pauses. For the many-coloured handkerchief is a thing 
of beauty and its purchase a delight. The Early Stuart, 
elegant with A'oluminous cloak ; the Restoration beau, 
verv straight ; the much bewigged gallant of 1700, our 
fine" fellows from the ‘Beggar’s Opera’; the snuffy fop 


orners right up to 

St Jarge-trousered young man we know so well. Iki 
What part has he with these highly-coloured Eentlen,™' 
of the past? Just this, that his finishing touch of per- 
sonal distinction is still the brilliant handkerchief-nWe 

history ^ its long and glorious 


On the following pages are just a few selections from 
the colossal handkerchief assortment of Smith, Campbell 
and Co., enlivened ivitli coloured illustrations of the 
actual silk handkerchiefs W’e have in stock.” 


That extract is eloquently suggestive of the 
skill and good taste pervading the company’s 
alluring sartorial service and supplies. 

The Avhole of the second floor is devoted to 
household requisites and suites of every descrip- 
tion, office equipment Avell calculated to please the 
most fastidious demands, and all the odds and 
ends of things comprised under the term furniture 
in an exceedingly interesting diA^ersity of design. 
They are made of Ceylon and other Eastern 
Avoods at the company’s factory^ in SlaA'e Island, 
previously carried on by The Anglo-Oriental 
Furniture Co. already mentioned. 

On the ground floor is the pharmaceutical 
department, AAffiich amply justifies the retention of 
the company’s title, and Avould be a very notable 
business by itself. Four qualified Europeans are 
employed in its dispensing department, contiguous 
to Avhich is the section for Kodak goods and 
photographic materials of all kinds, Avherc a 
special organisation has been evolved for the 
rapid as Avell as perfect development and printing 
of customers’ films and plates in vieAV of the com- 
paratively short period during AA+iich passengers 
remain in Colombo. 

But it is impossible in this brief review to do 
more than merely indicate the other departments, 
such as books and stationery, silver and plated 
goods, Avatches, clocks and jeAvcllery, genera 
fancy goods, travelling requisites, glass, crockery, 
hardAAmre, AAunes and spirits, groceries, provisions 
and confectionery, etc. 

Probably the most impressive of all the many 
sections of the business is the company s arge 
printing Avorks, occupying about half an acre m 
SlaA-e Island, Avhere everything pertaining to 
printing and its allied activities, such as ic 
manufacture of stationery' and account joo 'S, 
machine-ruling, bookbinding, block-making, e c., 
is carried on Avith skill and enterprise. ^ T he prm 
ing plant Avas originally established in ipo* or 
the company’s own requirements, and the dev e op 
ment it has attained is in keeping with the 
sion and progress characteristic of the cn ir 
business since its commencement. 

The genera! manager is Mr. F. Trollope, vv m 
has been connected Avith the concern since i 9^- 
The cable address is “ Apothecary,” and tlic 
codes used are the A B C qth and 5 th editions. 
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H. L. DH MI-L and CO., Hxporlcr.s and Importers, InsiiranceAgcnts, Owners of Estates, Graphite 
Mines, Mills, Rrnsli and llrooni Factory, etc., etc., I)e Mel Building, Chatham Street, Fort. 


No family in Ceylon has hecn longer nor more in- 
fluentially connected with the development of the 
commerce and industry of the island than the “ De 
Mels,” who can trace their lineage bach to 153^. 
One of the modern ollice buildings in the Fort of 
Colombo is called the Dc Mcl Huilding, and on 
its third floor are the ofllces of the proprietors of 
that structure, Messrs. M. 1.. De Mel and Co., 
whose extensive combination of commercial, in- 
dustri.al and agricultural undertakings, employing 
upwards of 3,000 people, contributes to the im- 
portance of Ceylon as one of the richest exporting 
colonics of the British Empire. The great in- 
terests of Messrs. H. L. dc Mcl and Co. repre- 
sent the accumulated knowledge and experience 
of generations of De Mcl business men, each 
handing down to his succeeding son continually 
increasing assets in land and buildings, industrial 
achievements, and commercial connections en- 
circling the globe. 


The present head of the ’* De Mel ” firm is Mr. 
H. L. De Mcl, C.B.E., J.P., whose father, the 
late Mr. J.acob Dc Mel, did probably more than 
any of his ancestors in making the ‘‘ De Mel ” 
name prominent and influential in Ceylon’s 
economic development. Owning and managing 
coconut, cinnamon, and tea estates, of an aggre- 
gate area of about 5,000 acres, large fibre mills 
at Madampe, in the Chilaw district, and flourish- 
ing commercial undertakings in Colombo, the 
activities of the late Mr. Jacob De Mel were many 
and varied. Nevertheless, in iSyo he turned his 
attention to the great potenti.nlities that lay in the 
development of Ceylon plumbago, and became 
the pioneer of that industrv. It was he who dis- 
covered the rich Ragedera mine at Kuruncgala, 
which was photographed by a representative of 
Nobel’s Explosives, and was the first mine in the 
East where explosives in mining for plumbago 


were used. That was the surest foundation of 
the De Mel plumbago industry, and for the pur- 
pose of learning something about the business, 
the present writer was courteously received and 
shown over the firm’s remarkable factories and 
other premises, occupving more than thirteen 
acres of land on the ” Model Farm Estate,” at 
Colombo, where, amongst manj' other operations, 
the plumbago, as received from the mines, is pre- 
pared for shipment to all parts of the world. 

The plumbago, or true vein graphite, of Ceylon 
j'lll be familiar to the ordinary reader as black 
ead, which, in its chemical relation, is totally 
dilferent from all other forms of carbon. The 
Ceylon plumbago is the purest and best in the 
^orld, and is exceedingly' refractory'. A piece of 
Ceylon plumbago with sharp needlelike projecting 
angles can be subjected to a heat which melts 
^^el and yet not have any' of its finest points 
^ ected in any' way. Plumbago with gg per cent, 
p graphitic carbon, or only i per cent, ash, can 
supplied by Ceylon only. It is used chiefly in 


the manufacture of crucibles, stove lead, pencils, 
greases, paints, and electrodes. Its invaluable 
character in the manufacture of explosives and the 
great modern steel guns, armour plates, and 



The world renowned plumbago mine in Ragedera 
Kurunegala, Ceylon, opened by the late Mr. Jacob 
De Mel in 1S70, now the property of Mr. H. L. 

Dc Mel, C.B.E., J.P. Chairman of the Ceylon 
Merchants’ Chamber. 

The photograph, taken in 18SI, shows the pit head gear and 
hauling tackle, also workmen descending by ladders. The 
mine, which stopped working a few years ago, was 1,000 
feet deep. 

armaments led to Cey'lon being called upon by 
Great Britain and her Allies during the War to 
double the amount of plumbago Avhich she had 
been exporting prior to the outbreak of hostilities. 
Thus, in contrast to the 15,000 tons exported from 
Ceylon in igi3, the amount during the years igi6 
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and 1917 rose to not less than 59,607 tons, of a 
value of 24I millions of rupees. Mr. De Mel’s 
mines are in different parts of Ceylon, and his 
plumbago has been awarded gold medals and 
diplomas at the Paris, Chicago, St. Louis, Lon- 
don, Colonial, Wembley, and other Exhibitions. 

After the Armistice Mr. H. L. De Mel studied 
in America, Germany, and other countries, the 
modern requirements in connection with Ceylon 
plumbago, with the result that now at his factory 
in Colombo there are in operation methods and 
machinery embodying ever3dhing that can be sug- 
gested for the perfection of the work done there 
to meet up to date economic conditions. In the 
well-equipped chemical laborator}' the plumbago 
is tested and guaranteed according to its various 
specified grades and characteristic constituents. 

The great De Mel establishment in Colombo has 
been evolved into a self-contained little world of 
its own, where the welfare of the many hundreds 
of people emplo3'ed is studied with affectionate 
care, and the old patriarchal system is made to fit 
in with modern conditions. The houses of the 
Avorkers are very comfortable, and the spacious 
garden and grounds are tastefully laid out, full 
provision being made for all kinds of games and 
athletics. One of the buildings is used as a 
creche for the babies of working mothers, who 
follow their various occupations in the happy 
knowledge that their little ones are well taken care 
of during their absence. As the children grow 
up, they are educated in another building utilised 
as a school, which has in front a pleasant garden 
containing a tree planted by Sir Hugh Clifford 
when His Excellency paid a visit of inspection to 
the place in January, 1926. The children as they 
groAV up are also trained to become experts in the 
particular branches of Avork for Avhich the3' are 
selected according to their capacity and inclina- 
tion. Properl3' equipped pla3'-grounds for the 
juveniles, parallel bars and a Amlley ball court 
for the men, demonstrate the interest taken in the 
ph3rsical dcA'^elopment of the labourers. 

The head of this noteAAmrthy business, Mr. H. 
L. De Mel, had been connected Avith it since 
1900, Avhen he joined his father and took OA^er a 
share in its management, prior to AA’hich he had 
been practising as a laAAyer. In igoS he Avas 
elected member of the Municipal Council for the 
Shwe Island Ward, and in 1909 he Avas elected 
member of the Board of Agriculture and the 
Ce3'lon Chamber of Commerce. In igi6 he Avas 
elected Chairman of the Loav Country Products 
Association, haA’ing been its founder and Secre- 
tar3’ for eight 3’ears preAdousl3'. In recognition of 
the services he rendered during the War, he aa'US 
made a Commander of the Most Excellent Order 
of the British Empire by his Majesty the King, 
being the first in Ce3-lon to receive that honour, 
and was also created a Chevallier de I’Ordre de la 
Couronne de Belgique by His Majesty the 
of the Belgians, "in 1920 Mr. De Mel Avas elected 
Member of the Reformed LegislatiA'e Council, re- 


presenting the Low Country Products Association 
ot Ceylon, and m 1921 he was Chairman of the 
Reception Committee of the Ceylon National Con- 
gress. 

In conferring on him the highest local hirlhclav 
honour— a Commission of the Peace for the Island 
of Ceylon— on June 3rd, 1917, His Excellency Sir 
John Anderson, then Governor of the island, said: 

“ On man3f occasions GoA'ernment had to 
apply to you for advice and assistance, Avliich 
Avere freely and promptly given, and never more 
so than at the present critical time.” 

His public philanthrop3f and priAmte generosity 
are Avell knoAAm, and he has done ver3' much for 
local education. In 1925 he organised the Avork 
of a neAvly-constituted Committee on ‘‘ Free 
Education ” of the City’s children, and has been 
elected its Chairman. In addition to the schools 
Avhich he has on his estates and factories, there 
are six others managed b3^ him, in Avhich more 
than 3,000 children are educated free; and two 
other schools have recently been built in order to 
proAude for some 10,000 children in the Avhole city. 

When H.R.H. the Prince of Wales visited 
Ceydon in March, 1922, Mr. H. L. De Mel Avas 
the only' Ceydonese Chairman of Committee, and 
successfully organised a pageant of iS,ooo school 
children, Avho AA'ere draAvn up on a length of a mile 
and a half right through the Cinnamon Gardens 
Avith only 500 Boy Scouts instead of the Police to 


maintain order. 

Although Mr. De Mel has been a Member of the 
Chamber of Commerce for more than tAventy 
y'ears, he Avas the founder of the Ceylon Mer- 
chants’ Chamber inaugurated in August, 1926. 
Thus a large number of local merchants Avere 
enabled to form themselves into a Chamber to 
safeguard and advance their OAvn interests, Avhicli 
are not ahvays identical Avith the interests .serA-cd 
by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. Mr. He 
Mel Avas elected President for three years, and Uie 
offices of the neAV Chamber are also on the tliird 
floor of the De Mel Building. 

There is no space here, hoAvever, to recount a 
the Avorthy things performed by thi.s hiqh 
esteemed gentleman, but sufficient has 
been said to indicate the prominent and 
position Avhich he occupies. He is assisted ii 
management of his business by his son, . r- . 

S. De Mel, and the firms 

Avell maintained by their numerous man,if,c . 

assistants Avho have groAvn 

Messrs. H. L. De Mel Co.’s tel g^P - 

address is ” Elsmere,” Co ombo, 

used by them are the A B C otl'and 6 th edition 
Bentleys, Western Union, and private i D 
are agents for the New India Assumnee 
of Bombay, and Mr. George F. P ' 
Philadelphia (U.S.A.). They J 

at Antwerp, Hamburg, Bremen ''On , 

New York, Melbourne, Sydney, Calcutta^, 
bay! Maclra... Rnnsonn, Durban, an.l m I.ab. 
Japan, and Java. 
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MILLER and CO., LTD., Wholesale and Retail 
Tin: number of department stores bearing the 
name of Miller tlironghout the British Empire is 
truly remarkable. The present writer has de- 
scribed dozens of them, including one giving 
employment to 5,000 persons. There must be 
sometliing that makes for expansiveness in the 
Miller psychology, something that finds its best 
expression in large business undertakings, in sup- 
plies of the most necessitous materials, and in that 
highest of .all ideals, service, which is the import 
of all the creeds. W hat could be more indis- 
pensable, for instance, than food, clothes, and 
medicines, to say nothing of the infinity of other 
things necessitated by the ever-growing corn- 
extensive department store in Colombo’s chief 
shopping thoroughfare. General department 
stores are, as a rule, very much alike in organisa- 
tion and goods. The one under notice differs by 
reason of the fact that, although displaying the 
most comprehensive stock, there is a specialisa- 
tion in certain departments that raises them above 
plexity of modern life! The business of Messrs. 
Miller and Co., Ltd., has been highly appreciated 
for its service and supplies in that connection for 
upwards of seventy years ; so that there arc very 
good reasons for the continual ingress and egress 
of customers through the many doors of their 
the level of ordinary achievement, and has earned 
for the firm a reputation peculiarly their own 
throughout Ceylon. In no direction, for instance, 
is this more in evidence than in the one for things 
eatable .and drink.able, that so well upholds the 
name of Messrs. Miller and Co., Ltd., in homes 
all over the island. .An inspection of its interest- 
ing assortments provides an object lesson in the 
enormous range of modern preserved foods. By 
means of these numerous choice comestibles it is 
easy to impart to the daily fare of the ordinary 
home that piquancy and variety which whet jaded 
appetites and create delightful surprises and un- 
certainty' as to what is to be served. The 
groceries and provisions obtainable from Messrs. 
Aliller and Co., Ltd., enable their many customers 
to solve most pleasingly and economically the 
domestic problems regarding meals which con- 
front every home where good and varied food is a 
matter of primary importance. Fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and confectionery put up in new and 
alluring ways, are included in tbe comprehensive 
supplies. The facilities thus provided by Messrs. 
J'liller and Co., Ltd., are greatly appreciated when 
occasions arise for special additions to the daily 
bill of fare; and many a dinner that would other- 
V'ise be in the category of mediocrity, is raised to 
the superlative by tbe choice dainties in question. 

Similar encomiums are applicable to the firm’s 
exhaustive selections of wines and spirits, which 
embrace a large proportion of the best-known 
brands on tbe market. The firm import much of 
their liquor in bull^, and consequently their 
bottling department in Dawson Street is a busy' 
^nd important place. 


Merchants and General Outfitters, York Street. 

Another department in which Messrs. Miller and 
Co., Ltd., excel is the one for drugs, medicines, 
and toilet articles, where the best pharmaceutical 
traditions arc exemplified in all those details that 
are inseparably associated with high-class 
pharmacies in Great Britain. 

As exponents of the latest styles in ladies’ and 
gentlemen’s outfitting, Messrs. Miller and Co., 


PREMISES OF MILLER and CO., LTD., COLOMBO. 



KANDY BRANCH OF MILLER and CO., LTD. 


Ltd., are similarly' popular and influental, and in 
the tailoring, dressmaking, and millinery depart- 
ments^ are employ'ed experts whose clever inter- 
pretation of fashion and fit takes cognizance of 
the ever-varying idiosyncrasies of individual re- 
quirements in all that relates to accuracy' of mea- 
surement, suitability of material, chromatic har- 
mony, and good taste. 

Much could be written regarding the depart- 
ments for tobacconists’ supplies, glassware, 
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crockery, and household requisites of every de- 
scription, watches, clocks and jewellery, gramo- 
phones, photographic materials, sports goods, etc. 
But to describe these even briefly would entail 
more inches than there are pages at our disposal. 

The history of the concern goes back to the 
early fifties of last centur}', when Mr. Cramond 
Miller started at Kandy a small business in general 
merchandise, which later became known as Bell, 
Miller, and Co. In 185S that name was changed 
to Findlay, Miller and Co., and in 1862 it became 
Miller and Co., which continued until 1921, when 
the firm was incorporated as a private limited lia- 


bility company. The business now gives employ- 
ment to about 600 persons ; and to its ven- 
successful development no one has contributed 
more than Mr. W. Philps, the former managing 
director, who retired in 1926 after 36 years’ ser- 
vice. Messrs. Miller and Co., Ltd., have other 
large stores at Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, and Ban- 
darawella, also forage mills and warehouses in 
Dawson Street, Colombo. The company’s cable 
address is “Millers,” Colombo, and the codes 
used by them are Western Union (five letter), 
ABC 5th edition, and Bentley’s. 


HEATH and CO., Exporters of Tea, 9, Park Street. 


The famous tea of Ceydon is tested, blended, 
graded, and packed for shipment abroad in the 
premises of Messrs. Heath and Co. at 9, Park 
Street by methods representing all the knowledge 
and experience that have evolved for the perfec- 
tion of process and result in that connection. 
Ceylon tea varies considerably in flavour, accord- 
ing to the elevation and district in which the 
estate is situated. Teas from the estates in the 
low country have practically no distinctive 
flavour; while a choice flavour is produced by 
estates of medium elevation ; and a very choice 
lemon flavour is characteristic of tea grown in 
certain areas and in districts over 6,000 feet 
above sea level. 

After the tea has been graded each grade is 
packed separately in wooden boxes lined with 
sheet lead and carefully soldered, for it is of the 
utmost importance that the package should be as 
air-tight as possible, since tea is exceedingly 
quick in absorbing moisture from the air, and 
then becomes rapidl}'^ mouldy and useless. Be- 
fore packing, each grade of tea is always fired 
at a temperature round about 180 deg. Fahr. The 
tea is then graded and packed. 


Messrs. Heath and Co. are one of the best- 
known firms in the tea trade, and are shippers of 
tea to Australia, Canada, United States, Great 
Britain, and other parts of the world. Their 
business was started in January, 1862, by Mr. 
Rodewald, who was subsequently joined by Mr. 
A. H. Heath, and the firm then became known as 
Rodewald and Heath. With the expansion of 
the tea trade in India and Ceylon, the firm 
opened branches there, the Colombo branch being 
established in 1896 and the one at Calcutta in 
1904; while an office was also established at 
Batavia, Java, in 1920. In 1900 Mr. Bodewald 
retired. The business was then transferred to 
Messrs. A. H. Heath and A. R. A. Heath, and 
has since been carried on under the name of 
Heath and Co, The partners now are Messrs. 
A. R. A. Heath, G. L. Lyon, and C. H. Griggs. 
Messrs. Heath and Co. are agents for the China 
Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., incorporated in Hong- 
kong. Their telegraphic addresses are “Heather," 
Colombo; “ Heathbird,” Calcutta; and 
“ Heather,” Batavia. The codes used arc the 
ABC 4th, 5th, and 6th editions, Lieber’s, and 
private. 


LEE, HEDGES and CO., LTD., Import and Export Merchants, 
Estate, Shipping, Insurance and General Commission Agents, Colpetty. 


UxLiKE many other seaports in the East where 
firms come and go with astonishing rapidity, 
Colombo’s commercial community comprises 
quite a number of fine old houses that have been 
established for many decades. Amongst these 
are Messrs. Lee, Hedges and Co., Ltd., whose 
name is honourable and prominent in local com- 
mercial records since 1858, when the firm was 
founded, and when merchandise to and from 
Ceylon was carried in sailing ships round the Cape 
of Good Hope. Messrs. Lee, Hedges and Co., 
Ltd., used to be amongst the largest exporters of 
Cevlon coffee, and after the failure of that industry 
in 1S76 turned their attention to its successor, 
tea, in which they were one of the pioneer firms 
and helped considerably in making that fragrant 
product of the island’ famous throughout the 
world. Their trade in tea is very extensive, as 
is well evidenced by the interesting sights in that 


connection to be witnessed at their new premises 
in Colpetty, Avhere every existent condition is t ic 
result of careful study and long experience of the 
cest ways and means for the reception, prepara- 
:ion and shipment of the commodity. 

Messrs. Lee, Hedges and Co., Ltd., have 
ilways had their stores at Colpetty, but it was 
jnly recently that they removed their offices 0 
hat admirable district from 55-5/; ’ 

ivhere they had been for many yeans. Inc pre- 
nises in Colpetty are about five acres in area, <mf 
)n the top floor of one of the new buildings, cove 
ng 36,000 square feet, are the clerical diP'*^ 
nents, where much valuable time is now 
hat was formerly wasted through the sep.ir.i 
)f offices and works so far distant cac 

)ther. Besides tea, Messrs. Lee, Hedges . 
:o., Ltd., are also amongst the largest exporte . 
)f cinnamon, rubber and coconut products, eic. 
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They transact likewise an extensive trade as 
general importers, more especially of teak and 
other foreign timber, momi chests, building- mate- 
rials, estates’ requisites, explosives, cartridges, 
etc. The directors are Messrs. A. S. Berwick, 
A. P. M'aldock, C. S. Burns, J. M. Pittendrigh 
and J. W. Oldfield. The firm’s Iclegraphic 
address is “ Hedges,” Colombo, and they use all 
the standard codes. They arc agents for the fol- 
lowing : — 

Gr.tco Bros. ,1- Co., Ltd.. I^ondon. Liverpool, M.nii- 
clic.ster. Gcno.T. etc. 

W. B. Gr.'.ce Co.. New York, f'.nii Fr.nncisco, 
CIiic.Tgo, Sc.-ittlc. I’.'UKiin.i. V.Tljjar.iiso, Linm, ole. 

Gr.ico and Co., Ltd., Montreal, King.ston, Jamaica, 
etc. 

Fon Sniri'ixo ; 

Dollar Ste.nmsliip Line.';, Ltd. 

Now York and P.acifie S.S. Co., Ltd. 

Atlantic and Pacific S.S. Co.. Ltd. 

Grace Steam.diip Co., Ltd. 

Societa Nar.ionale di Navigar.ione. 

Thu Standard S.S. Owners’ Protection and Indemnity 
Association, Ltd. 

WALKER and GREIG, LTD., 

Altuocoii the premises of Messrs. Walker and 
Grcig, Ltd., occupy an area of about five acres in 
the centre of Colombo, they are hidden in a seclu- 
ded district beside the lake, and, therefore, are not 
likely to be noticed by the stranger making a brief 
and unaided tour of inspection of the city and its 
environs. In that important establishment hun- 
dreds of skilled workmen, supervised by European 
experts, are engaged in the wide range of general 
engineering for wliich Messrs. Walker and Greig, 
Ltd,, are famous, especially in those phases of it 
pertaining to the manufacture, installation, and 
repair of machiner}* for the various agricultural 
industries of the island. Owing to the continual 
development of the business, the firm’s Slave 
Island premises, to which allusion has just been 
made, have become inadequate for the demands 
made upon them, and accordingly Messrs. Walker 
and Greig, Ltd., are building larger and better 
premises on the other side of the lake. Their 
wood-working plant has already, at the time of 
writing, been transferred into the ne\v works ; and 
when the entire transference will be completed, it 
Will inaugurate a new era of progress and expan- 
sion for the firm, and enable them, b}"^ their greatlv 
increased facilities and resources, to demonstrate 
even more impressively than before their capacity 
for the fulfilment of big contracts for the remodel- 
ling of all kinds of plants and the erection of all 
kinds of buildings. 

i^Iessrs. Walker and Greig, Ltd., specialise in 
the manufacture and installation of machinery for 
tea and rubber factories. 

The business is one of the oldest industrial 
undertakings in Ce3don, and was founded bj' Mr. 
John Walker, who arrived in the island in 1836 
or the purpose of erecting sugar machinery for 
ifessrs. James Finlay and Co. Thereafter he 
® urted operations as a general engineer on his 
U'Un account at Kand}-, and was very successful. 


For Ixsoraxce: 

The Coiniiicrci.'il Union Assurance Co., Ltd., Fire, 
Life, Marine and Accident Cuarantee and Motor 
Car Insurances. 

Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ltd. 

Underwriters at Lloyds. 

Imperial Live Stock and General Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The Gripoly Belting Co. 

The Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd. 

Curtis’.s and Harvey, Ltd., London. 

Tlic State Saw Mills, Government of Western 
Australia. 

The Atlas Preservatives Co., Ltd. 

Bells United Asbestos (India), Ltd. 

Sumner's Ty-phoo Tea, Ltd. 

Agexts & Skceetaries for: 

Tlio Kanapediwattie Tea Co., Ltd 

The Yogan Tea Co. of Cej-lon, Ltd. 

Tlie Lanka Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Tlie Pelmadiilla Valley Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Iloniton Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Tlie Mirishena (Kulufiira) Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Kandy Rubber and Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Hatton Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Alpitakardo Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 

General Engineers, Slave Island 

At that time the cultivation of coffee was the prin- 
cipal agricultural industr)-, and Mr. John Walker’s 
coffee pulping machine w-as one of the most popu- 
lar and best known contrivances of the kind then 
in use. Mr. John Walker was essentially an 
engineer. In order that he might have an abso- 
lutely reliable person to look after the commercial 
side of his business, he sent for his brother Wil- 
liam, and together the_v carried on the concern 
from 1854 as John Walker and Co. Advancing 
with the times, and to meet the requirements of 
the coffee planters of Uva, Mr. John Walker 
opened at Badulla and Haldummulla branches 
under the style of Walker and Wilson, which w'as 
changed in 1874 to Walker and Greig. With the 
growing importance of Haputale, the old work- 
shop at Haldummulla was closed, and a new one 
opened at the top of the pass, where the business 
was carried on, the firm eventually removing into 
their present premises at Haputale. Badulla 
workshop likewise underwent reconstruction, and 
is now an imposing establishment. 

About the year 1873 the head office (John 
Walker and Co.) at Kandy started a branch in 
the Dikoya district in a small store close to the 
firm’s present well-stocked premises at Glencairn, 
also a branch at Craiglea, Dimbula, which they 
took over from Messrs. Lee, Hedges and Co. 
About the same time they started building a store 
at Tillicoultry, Lindula, and in 1876 took over the 
business of Gordon, Massie and Co., at Devon. 
Dimbula, and Agrakande, Lindula, transferring 
the Craiglea store to and incorporating it with that 
at Devon. In the earh- eighties Mr. John Walker 
retired from the firm of John Walker and Co., 
taking over the various up-country businesses, and 
— ^leaving Kand}- to his brother William — carried 
them on under the style of Walker and Greig. 
With the death of Mr. John Walker in 1S90, the 
concern passed into the care of trustees, and was 
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eventually managed and bought from the trustees 
by Mr. John Walker, son of the founder of the 
firm. 

In 1910 the firm was incorporated with a capital 
of Rs. 1,500,000, and the new company, still retain- 
ing the up-country establishments, opened the 
works in Slave Island, Colombo, already referred 
to. 

The telegraphic address of Messrs. Walker and 
Ltd., is Reklaw, ” Colombo, and the 
codes used are Bentley’s, ABC 5th and 6th edi- 
tions, Marconi’s, etc. Messrs. Walker and Greig, 
Ltd., are agents for the following; — 

Gandy’s Belting Co., Lid. 

J. M. Henderson & Co., Aerial Ropeways. 


Allan, Whyte & Co., Wire Ropes and Shoots. 

John Yates, Estates Tools. 

Carron Iron Works. 

Strathcjdde Paint Co., Ltd. 

Adolphe Crosbie, Ltd. 

W. Gunther & Sons. 

Martin Earle & Co., Ltd., Cement. 

Dennis Lorries. 

Planters Engineering Co., Ltd. ; Rubber Mills and 
Gass’s Back Washers. 

Darlaston Galvanizing Co., Ltd. 

Norris Henty & Gardners, Ltd., Gardner Engines. 
Ruston & Hornsby, Lincoln, Gas Engines. 

Hans Renoid, Chain Transmission. 

Hele-Shaw Oil-Hydraulic Transmission. 

Flux Pump Co. 


THE CEYLON WHARFAGE COMPANY, LTD. 


The Ce3'lon Wharfage Co., Ltd., was formed in 
1899 for the purpose of taking over and extend- 
ing the old-established business of the Wharf 
and Warehouse Co., Ltd., founded in 1875. The. 
companj^ at its inception leased from Government 
a large part of the Customs premises, to which 
it has since made man}' improvements, both 
as regards facilities for landing and delivering 
cargo and in increased warehouse accommoda- 
tion. In 1899 all rice and bag cargo was landed 
at an extensive sandy beach by coolies wading 
into the water and bringing the bags to shore on 
their heads. All that has now been changed, and 
quay walls having been built, the former sandy 
beach has been transformed into a miniature 
wet-dock, well supplied with travelling steam- 
cranes and all appliances for the rapid handling 
of cargo. Large additions have also been made 
to the company’s fleet of cargo, coal, and water 
lighters. The total tonnage of the fleet of 
lighters is already close on 20,000 tons. For 
the rapid movement of this fleet the company 
owns nine tugs of the latest design. The tonnage 
of the water fleet amounts to an aggregate of 
2,100 tons, with ten steam pumps and boilers. 
For the upkeep of this fleet there are two yards, 
one — the building yard — on the Kelani River, 
and the other — the repairing yard — on the north- 


east side of the harbour. At the latter point 
the company has several patent slips for con- 
venience in the repair of its tugs and barges. 

The company lands and ships all coal for the 
P. and O. Co., British India Steam Navigation 
Co., and the Messageries Maritimes Cie., and 
handles annually on an average three quarters of 
the trade of the port. 

The company is also the cargo-landing and 
boating contractor for the P. and O., British 
India, Orient Royal Mail, Bibby Line, Harri.son 
Line, Messageries INIaritimes, Asiatic S. N. Co., 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, Clan Line, City Line, 
Holt Line, Anchor Line, and others ; and it ships 
cargo to every steamer line entering Colombo. 
This large undertaking necessitates, of course, a 
big labour force, and it is estimated that the com- 
pany controls a staff of about 5)000 men. 

The manager at Colombo is Mr. W.^ V. 
Fleming. The head office of the company is at 
9, Throgmorton Avenue, London, E.C. The 
chairman is the Right Hon. the discount Inch- 
cape; the managing director is Mr. James A. 
Ridge. The other directors arc Mr. Edu^ 
Darlington. C.I.E., Commander August B. T. 
Cayzer, R.N., Mr. Alfred Geoffrey Turner, and 
Sir Kenneth Anderson, Bart., G.C.M.G. 


BOIS BROS, and CO., LTD., Estate Agents, Merchants, and Financial Agents, Queen Street. 


The business of Messrs. Bois Bros, and Co., 
Ltd., was established in 1S91 by Mr. (later Sir) 
Stanley Bois and his brother Percy, botli of whom 
had been engaged with the now defunct firm of 
Alston, Scott, and Co. for many years. Amongst 
the first agencies held by Messrs. Bois Bros, and 
Co. was that of the British India Steam Naviga- 
tion Co., which developed very greatly witli the 
growth of the port of Colombo ; so much so that 
at last that company opened its own office there. 

Sir Stanley Bois was very influential' in the 
public life of Ceylon, and was knighted for his 
services in that connection. He was a member 
of the Legislative Council, Colombo Municipal 
Council, Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, 


and Commissioner of tlic Ceylon Exliibition at 
the St. Louis Exhibition. He and his brother 
Percy are now resident near London ; but • ir 
Stanley is still intimately connected wMi b'C 
Colombo firm bearing their name, whieii was 
formed in 1920 into a limited liability company, 
of which the present directors arc Messrs. G. t-.. 
Slater, Neill G. Campbell, and L. G. Byatt. 

Messrs. Bois Bros, and Co., Ltd., have at 
Colombo very large warehouses, where teii, 
rubber, cocoa, and the other products “ - 

island are prepared for shipment to a par s > 
the world. The firm’s telegraphic address . 
“ Boisdale,” Colombo, and the codes iisetl ar 
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Marconi, Bentley's, A B C 6tli edition, and 
private. Tiiey are ai^ents for llic following; — 

Till! Anglo-Ccyion A- Gcnprnl Estates Co., IjIcI., 20, 
Eastclicaii. i.onnon, 15. C. 

Eolicrtson, Bois .t Co., 12, FcTicliurch Street, TJondon, 

E.C. 

M. B. Evans A- Co., 50. Mineiiig Lane, Ijondon. E.C. 

TxseuANci; : 

The Standard Life Assarnnee Co. (Life). 

The Alliance Assurance Co. (Fire, Marine, Motor 
Car, and Burglary). 

The Royal E.xchange Assurance Corporation (Marine). 

Smmxo : 

Strutliers A- Barry. 

^Managing Agents, U.S. Shijipiug Board E.F. Corp. 

SriauaNO Comi'.iniks ; 

The Anglo-Ceylon A General Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Ceylon Upconntry Tea Estates, Ltd. 

The Ceylon Tiniher A Rubber Syndicate, Ltd. 

The Craighead Ten Co., Ltd. 

The East India A Ceylon Tea Co., Ltd., London, E.C. 

The llntiwella Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

The Lindoola Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Tysiianc Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Ycllikellie Tea Co., Ltd. 

NEW COLOMBO ICE COMPANY, 

Thk word new in the name of a business under- 
taking-, like the one indicated above, suggests 
improvement upon wliat that concern had 
formerly been or had attained. The records of 
the preceding Colombo Ice Co., Ltd., include 
nothing out of the ordinary. It had been estab- 
lished for many years and went into liquidation. 
Such is its brief, bald history. But from it arose. 
Phoenix-like, a totally difl'erent company ; and in 
order that its greatly improved character should 
be proclaimed, the word New was added to the 
former ititle. Thus in 1920 the New Colombo 
Ice Co., Ltd., began to serve the people of 
Colombo and elsewhere in new ways of efficiency 
that made them “ sit up and take notice.” 

In Colombo the famous foreign aerated waters 
are expensive; and so residents in Ceylon’s 
capital and visitors to it were agreeably surprised 
when they found that the Elephant brand of non- 
alcoholic beverages of the New Colombo Ice Co., 
Ltd., compared favourably with the foreign 
waters and were procurable at much less cost. 
The New Colombo Ice Co., Ltd., has proved the 
fallacy of ginger beer in stone bottles, which has 
always been regarded as the slogan of correct 
preferment in that connection. Fearful things 
creep into stone bottles, and remain there 
undetected in death, however great care may be 
exercised in prevention. Clear glass bottles are 
aot suitable for ginger beer, as the sunlig^ht 
deteriorates the contents considerably. The 
ginger beer of the Ncav Colombo Ice Co., Ltd., 

>s always in amber glass bottles ; and the insides 
of all the bottles are subjected to minute scrutiny 
before and after being filled. 

The new methods of washing the bottles are 
amongst the most outstanding characteristics of 
the work done in the busy Elephant Brand factory. 

( Iter the bottles receive their preliminarj' wash- 
'og they pass through the new Da-wson Patent 


Ar.vjjT.s A^'D Sr.cnETAKins (Rupee Companies) : 

Tlio A))thoi'j)o Estritc.s, Ijtil. 

Tlio Coylon A Ivistorn Inve.slincnls, Ltd. 

The Eastern River Tanneries Co., Ltd. 

Tlic Janibnlande Tea A Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

The Kaluganga Valley Tea A Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Katiapola Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The “ L. L. r.” Estates, Ltd. 

The Macaldoniya Tea A Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Morakello Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Mulhalkellc Tea Co., Ltd. 

The New Colombo Ice Co., Ltd. 

The Oaklands Tea A Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Palmerston Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Rooberry Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Rubber Plantations of ICalutara, Ltd. 

The S. Ilclier’s Tea Co., Ltd. 

CORUESPONDHNTS FOR : 

Charles Lane A Sons, 7-8, Idol Lane, London, E.C. 

Drexel A Co. 

Hasler A Jaeger, 21, Alinciiig Lane, London, E.C. 

Morgan, Glenfell A Co. 

Alorgan, Ilarjes A Co. 

Rownson, Drew A Clydesdale, Ltd., 225, Upper 
Thames Street, London, E.C.4. 

Scott A Co., JIauritius. 

LTD,, Glennie Street, Slave Island. 

Washer, where the insides are scoured with great 
force by jets of alternating caustic soda and hot 
and cold water, this being an improvement upon 
the method of revolving spiral brushes which has 
hitherto been regarded as the most effective 
system. 

The department for the mixing of the sugar 
and flavouring essences affords, with its fly-proof 
and dust-proof arrangements, impressive demon- 
strations of the care exercised by the company in 
regard to safeguarding the absolute purity of 
the materials from any possible contamination, as 
well as in ensuring absolute accuracy and uni- 
formity in the quality of the finished products. 
The boiling of sugar, as is frequently adopted in 
other aerated water factories, is, through crystal- 
lization tendencies, apt to lead to injurious effects 
in the manufactures. Accordingly in the factory 
in question the pure cane sugar used is made 
soluble by what is known as ‘‘ the cold process,” 
and is filtered through paper pulp, when its purity 
is attested by the fact that it is almost without 
colour, like water. The flavouring fruit syrups 
and essences are then added by ingenious con- 
trivances that operate with automatic precision in 
determining the amount necesary for each parti- 
cular beverage; and the mixtures are conveyed 
through pure tin pipes to a remarkable aluminium 
filler which inserts the mixtures and their speci- 
fied quantities into the bottles. The latter are 
thereafter conveyed by machinery to the bottling 
apparatus, which adds' to their contents the twice- 
filtered water and carbonic acid gas. The bottles 
are then crown corked and labelled, and pass 
on to the storage departments, whence the}' go 
in thousands of dozens dailv to gladden thirsty 
people throughout Ceylon. 'The factory is per- 
meated by an ingenious transit system of gravity 
tramways, on which are conveyed in continuous 
succession the bottles as they pass through the 
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evolution that commences with their cleansing 
and ends with their completed contents ready 
for the market. 

As its name indicates, the New Colombo Ice 
Co., Ltd., is primarily engaged in the manufacture 
of ice, of which it turns out about thirty tons 
daily, and supplies almost all the shipping visit- 
ing Colombo. The ground occupied by the 
company is about 2 acres, and it gives employ- 
ment to about 200 persons. For its deliveries 
it has 14 motor lorries and 40 bullock carts. 


Arrangementa-are now being made for rebuildino- 
the factory on a much larger scale and for the 
addition to it of large cold-storage chambers 
The managing director is Mr. G. C. Slater, who 
Js also general manager of Bois Bros, and Co., 
described in the preceding article. The other 
directors are Messrs. A. R. Quarme, D. Julius, 
and E. W. KeitJi. The general manager is 
Mr. C. McMillan Mathieson. The company’s 
telegraphic address is “ Zero,” and Bentley’s 
code is used. 


HENDERSON and CO., Export Merchants and 

IjS^ no country in the world is more tea consumed 
in proportion to its inhabitants than Australia, 
and Messrs. Henderson and Co. were amongst 
the earliest and most influential pioneers in intro- 
ducing and popularising Ceylon tea throughout 
that country. Their name is well known in tea 
circles all over the world ; and while exporting 
Ceylon tea very extensively they are even still 
larger shippers of India and Java tea. Nowhere 



TEA TASTING DEPARTMENT. 



PACKING DEPARTMENT. 



despatching the tea. 


SCENES AT HENDERSON and CO.’S, NILWATTE 
SCEiNiis COLOMBO. 


General Commission Agents, 19, Queen Street. 

is tea more carefully and scientifically prepared 
for export than in Messrs. Henderson and Co.’s 
factories in Foster Lane and Colpetty, Colombo, 
where several hundreds of people are employed. 
The equipment of these establishments represents 
everything that experience can suggest for the 
enhancement of the work done there. The 
manner in which the packets of tea of different 
sizes are put up with labels of variegated designs 
is an object lesson in the efficiency’^ which has been 
attained in connection with that class of opera- 
tion. Messrs. Henderson and Co. have also done 
very’ much in the development of the rubber and 
coconut industries of Ceylon, and are large 
exporters of all the agricultural products of the 
island. 

The history of the concern dates back to the 
early eighties of last century, when Mr. J. A. 
Henderson and Mr. H. Tarrant, both previously 
engaged in the wholesale tea trade in London, 
commenced business in partnership under the 
name of Tarrant, Henderson and Co. ; but in 
1S96 the partnership was dissolved, and Mr. 
Henderson continued business on his own account 
under the name of Henderson and Co., every year 
showing a development in his trade. Mr. Hen- 
derson attends to the firm’s interests at the 
London buying' office in " Ocean House,” 24/5, 
Great Tower Street, E.C.3. The other partners 
are Messrs. H. J. Hanscomb and G. K. Logan, 
who reside at Colombo. 

Messrs. Henderson and Co.’s telegraphic 
address is ‘‘ Quality,” and they use all the 
standard codes. They are agents for the 
following : 

Tho Dalkeith (Ceylon) Eubber Est.itcs, 

Pindenioya Enbber & Tea Estates, Ltd. 

.Allerton Estates (Ceylon), Ltd. 

Kudagaiiga Enbber Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Walagama Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Balahela Eubber Co. 

TralTord Hill Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

ITangranoya Tea Estates, Ltd. 

Richlands Covlon Tea Estates, Ltd 

The Kiriv.aula Coconut Plantation Co., ntu. 

Tilton (Ceylon) Tea Estates, Ltd. 

Danzil Estates Co,, Ltd. 

The Union Marine Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The State Assurance Co., Ltd. 

The Western Assurance Co. 

The Queensland Insurance C-o., Ltd. 

Tlie Phceni.v Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Lloyd's Underwriters. Vvlor,-. 

The Xihvaftc Tea Packciing and Pacfnng I actor.,, 


Ltd. 
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WlilTTALL and CO., 

General Merchants, Shipping, Insurance, and Estates Agents, 14, Queen Street. 


Tin: prominence of Messrs. WhiUall and Co. in 
local trade is well demonstrated by their mills and 
warehouses, occupying' about four acres at Mort- 
lake, Slave Island, and giving- employment to 
some hundreds of persons. From these premises 
are shipped large quantities of the products of 
Ceylon, especially tea and rubber. 

The tea departments are particularly interesting. 
The firm’s tea tasters, like tho.se in the other 
similar establishments in Colombo, have to taste 
from 1,000 to 2,000 teas every week. In the 
tasting of the tea a weight of tea equal to a six- 
penny piece is dropped into a small pot, and about 
an eiglith of a pint of boiling water is poured 
thereon. The lid is then placed on the top of 
the pot, and after standing from five to six 
minutes all the liquid is poured into a small 
china bowl of suitable size. The infused leaves 
are tapped from the pot on to the lid, which is 
inverted for that purpose. The taster then starts 
his examination, testing the tea first by the 
liquor, next by the scent or brightness of the 
infused leaf, and finally by the appearance of the 
dry leaf of the sample, forming his opinion by 
the combination of the points noticed. Ceylon 
tea varies considerably in llavour according to the 
elevation and district in which the estate is 
situated. Teas from the estates in the low coun- 
try have practically no distinctive flavour ; while a 
choice flavour is produced by estates of medium 
elevation, and a very choice lemon flavour is 
characteristic of tea grown in certain areas and 
in districts more than 6,000 feet above sea level. 

The tea, after being graded is packed in the 
familiar lead-foil packages and loose in wooden 
boxes lined with sheet lead hermetically soldered ; 
for it is of the utmost importance that each 
package should be as air tight as possible, as tea 
is exceedingl)' quick in absorbing moisture from 
the air (up to 16 to 17 per cent.) and then becomes 
rapidl}' mouldy and useless. 

Messrs. Whittall and Co.’s premises include 
their own printing plant for labels, stationery, 
etc. 

The firm not only sell the products of the 
various tea and rubber companies for whom they 
nre agents, as detailed at the end of this sketch, 
but they also buy for them the comprehensive 
range of articles comprised by the term of 

estates supplies,” including large quantities of 
rice and other foodstuffs. 

The business of Messrs. Whittall and Co. was 
established in 1859 at Kandy under the name of 
^eir, Dundas and Co., which was continued until 
^ 73 when the firm moved to Colombo and became 
’nown as Duncan Anderson and Co. In 1880 

le present title was assumed. 

It is worthj- of note that Mr. G. W. Carl3mn, 
®iie of the former partners in the firm, introduced 


aliout i8go the first ricksha into Ceylon. Mr. 
Ckirlyon retired in igo6, but the puller of the his- 
toric little vehicle remained a pensioner of the 
firm until his death in 1924. 

The present partners are Mr. C. H. Figg, Sir 
James T. Broom, Mr. A. S. Collett, and Mr. P. H. 
Fraser. Messrs. Whittall and Co.’s telegraphic 
address is ‘‘ Whittall,” Colombo, and they use 
all the standard codes. They arc Agents and 
Secretaries for (Rupee Companies) 

The Agra Ouv.ah Est.atcs Co., Ltd. 

The Climes Est.ntes Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Coconut Estates of Perak, Ltd. 

The Colombo Fort Land and Building Co., Ltd. 

The Dorset Rubber Estato Co., Ltd. 

The Drayton (Ceylon) Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Estates Co. of Uva, Ltd. 

The Fernlands Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Glasgow Estate Co., Ltd. 

The Colinda Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Hatbawo Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The High Forests Estate Co., Ltd. 

The K.alutara Co., Ltd. 

The Kanana Rubber Estate Co., Ltd. 

The Lady Havelock Gardens Co., Ltd. 

The Maha Uva Estate Co., Ltd. 

The Niriwatte Co., Ltd. 

The Oonooguloya Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Pinibura Rubber Co., Ltd. . 

The Ruanwella Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Sunderland (Ceylon) Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Tile Telok Bliaru Coconut Co., Ltd. 

The Torrington Tea Estates, Ltd. 

The Uplands Tea Estates of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Upper Maskeliya Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Vincit Tea and Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Aoexts pob (Steeling Companies) : 

The Alliance Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Balmoral (Ceylon) Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Bar.darapola Ceylon Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Bibile Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Deinodera Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Ganapalla Estate Co., Ltd. 

The Haydella Tea & Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

The Imperial Cejdon Tea Estates, Ltd. • 

The Kobonella Estates Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Maza watte Tea Co., Ltd. Densham & Sons, Ltd.). 
The Seremban Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

Managing Agents eob (Steeling Companies) : 

The Panawatte Tea & Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

The Yatiyantota Ceylon Tea Co., Ltd. 

Agents foe: 

The Yorkshire Insurance Co., Ltd. (Fire and Marine). 
The Northern Assurance Co., Ltd; (Fire & Burglary). 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

London Guarant-ee & Accident Co., Ltd. (Fidelity 
Guarantee, Motor Car, Motor Cycle, and Vehicle 
Insurance). 

Canton -Insurance Office, Ltd. (Marine) . 

Northern China Insurance Co., Ltd. (Fire and Marine). 
Triton Insurance Co., Ltd. (Fire). 

Eagle, Star & British Dominions Insurance Co.. (Fire, 
Loss of Profit, Marine and Baggage). 

The Orient Line. 

The Glen Line. 

The Dollar Line. 

The Admiral Oriental Line. 
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JAMES FINLAY and CO., LTD., 

General Merchants and Commission Agents, 63, Queen Street. 


The fine old block of office building-s on the left 
side of Queen Street, looking from the lighthouse 
towards Galle Face, is practically as it was many 
decades ago, and has housed some of the princi- 
pal firms in Colombo for generations. But no 
concern there is comparable in history and achieve- 
ments with that of Messrs. James Finlay and Co., 
Ltd., whose business, founded about 1750 in Glas- 
gow, has contributed very considerably to the 
development of British trade, especially in the 
East. An account of it will be found on pages 60 
and 61, in the section on Calcutta, in which city 
the firm have their headquarters for the Indian 
Empire. 

At Colombo Messrs. James Finlay and Co., 
Ltd., are large exporters of all the products of 
Ceylon. Their Ambawatte Mills, in Vauxhall 
Street, occupy 5^ acres, and are excellently 
equipped for their purpose. In that interesting 
establishment ma}' be seen the famous tea of Cey- 
lon undergoing the various operations prepara- 
tory to its being packed in the well-known 
“ Acme ” lead-lined tea chests for shipment to 
all parts of the world; also rubber, cinnamon, 
cocoa, desiccated coconut, etc. The firm are like- 


Avise extensive importers of piece-goods, sugar, 
rice, etc. Their telegraphic address at Colombo 
is “ Mercator,” and they are agents there for the 
followinof : 

South British Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Royal Insurance Co., Ltd. 

National Insurance Co. of Great Britain, Ltd 
Glasgow. ■’ 

United Insurance Co., Ltd., Sydne\*. 

Ulster Marine Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Morrison Pollexfen & Blair, Ltd. 

The Osaka Marine & Tire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The Automobile Insurance Co. of Hartford, Conn. 
The Insurance Co. of North America. 

TJie Samarang Sea & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The Consolidated Tea & Lands Co., Ltd. 

The Amalgamated Tea Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Anglo-American Direct Tea Trading Co., Ltd. 
The Kanan Devan Hills Produce Co., Ltd. 

The Mahawale Rubber & Tea Co., Ltd. 

The PelmadulJa Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Wellandura Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Ceylon Land Dovelopment Co., Ltd. 

Clan Line Steamers, Ltd. 

Osaka Shoen Kaislia Line. 

Houston Line of Steamers. 

Wilson Line of Steamers. 

Scottish Shire Line of Steamers. 

C. & S. Popoff Freres, Moscow and London. 


GRAND ORIENTAL HOTEL (COLOMBO HOTELS COMPANY, LTD.). 


At no port in the East do more passengers land 
than at Colombo, and the many thousands who 
pass through there must carry away memories 
and impressions of the Grand Oriental Hotel, 
situated opposite to the landing jetty. It is a 
meeting place of the East and the West, a famous 
resort of passengers between Europe, Australia, 



GRAND ORIENTAL HOTEL. 


and the diverse countries of the Orient. The 
many signatures in its guest book present as 
varied caligraphy and nomenclature as ma)' be 
found anvwhere, and include the names of cele- 
brities in'all walks of life. The extensive lounge 
hall is equipped, as are all the other public sec- 
tions, Avith overhead electric fans and comfortable 
chairs, settees, tables, etc., for dolce far nienie. 
In that spacious place the people en route from 
home to the ports farther on get their first impres- 
sions of Oriental hotel service and the various 
much aporeciated ice-cold bcA'crages of tropical 


custom and necessity ; Avhile those on vacation 
from the lands of the East or South meet there 
in the happy abandon of rest from business and 
in full enjoyment of the holidays upon Avhich they 
have entered. 

The adjoining dining-room, Avith seating accom- 
modation for 300 persons, is very ornate in its 
AA'hite and gold decorations, and is overlooked on 
three sides by balconies. One of these is plea- 
santly and attractiA'el}' furnished as a reading 
and Avri ting-room, and ahvays contains the latest 
illustrated papers, etc., from Great Britain and 
elseAA'here. The dining-room opens on the left- 
hand side into a charming old Avorld garden Avith 
a AA'ell-kept laAvn, tropical trees, plants, fountain, 
benches, etc. At one end of the garden is St. 
Peter’s Church, Avhich used to be the residence of 
the Governor of Ceylon before the island passed 
from the possession of the Dutch in 179^; 
the old garden AA'as then part of the Residcnc) 
grounds. 

Many of the hotel bedrooms look into thus 
delightful garden, and those on the upper floors 
command a beautiful au’cw of the sea and the 
shipping entering and leaving Colombo harbour. 
The hotel has 220 bedrooms, and they arc a 
nicely and suitably furnished. Isach lias 'G 
large OA’erhead electric fan and Avashbasin with 10 
and cold running Avater. Many of the apartrricn s 
haA’c their oA\’n bathrooms attached, and me m 
also suites fulfilling all requirements. 

The G. O. H., as it is popularly called, ba 
recently undergone A-ery extensive additions .m 
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improvements witli special regard lo llie maxi- 
mum of comfort, convenience, and adaptability 
to tropical conditions. Tlie new entrance ball is 
exceptionally handsome, and over it on the first 
floor is the beautiful new ballroom equipped with 
projecting' coloured lighting arrangements. Over- 
looking the entrance hall is a round gallery on 
each floor, and the great unobstructed space thus 
created, extending from the ground floor to tlie 
distant roof with its artistic coloured glass, con- 
tributes very much to the coolness and airiness as 
well as impressive appearance of the internal 
ensemble. 

No feature of the fi.O.H. is more noteworthy 
than its splendid roof garden, whence a memor- 
able view is obtained of the city and the sea. In 
that cool and lofty rendezvous cinema displays 
are given on Wednesday and Sunday nights. 


The G. O. H. has its own ice factory and- all 
modern conveniences, such as billiard room, 
electric elevators, hair-dressing saloon, and tele- 
phones on each floor with unrestricted connection 
throughout Ceylon. 

The hotel was started in 1870 on a small scale, 
and has evolved to its present extent with the 
great development of Colombo as one of the chief 
ports of call in the world. The e.stablishnient is 
owned and operated by the Colombo Hotels Co., 
Ltd. The managing director is Mr. Thomas 
Walker, and the other directors are Messrs. 
S. P. Hayley, F. H. Layard, F. T. Wright, and 
Col. T. Y. Wright. The secretary is Mr. T. S. 
Rowe, and the manager Mr Frank Winfield. The 
telegraphic address is “ Grand,” Colombo, and 
the ABC code is used. 


A ✓ 

PLATE, LTD., Photographers, Publishers, Booksellers, Art House Decorators, etc., Colpetty. 


By no firm in the East is the art of photography 
in all its branches more ellicicntly demonstrated 
than by Messrs. Plate, Ltd., whose Colpetty pre- 
mises, originally a private residence, have been 
gradually enlarged and adapted to the require- 


in depicting the best expression of their sitters 
in positions and poses best adapted to each indi- 
vidual seems to have behind them much psycho- 
logical intuition, as well as very great experience 
of studio routine. 



■nents of the business, which now presents a very 
noteworth}' combination of art and utility that has 
e\olyed as the natural outcome of the firm’s 
continuous endeavour to exemplify the superlative 
>n all their operations. The evolution through 
uch photography has gone during recent years 
's amongst the wonders of modern science. The 
'vork of Messrs. Pldte, Ltd., in that connection 
^j'n only be adequately realised by actual inspec- 
'on of their processes and results. Their por- 
caits, including those of Royalty and many cele- 
nties throughout the world, are characterised by 
^ details inseparable from the highest phases 
° art. The numerous examples of their ability 

2 F 


Specially noteworthy are the firm’s beautiful 
enlargements and hand-coloured photographs, 
showing Nature’s wealth of chromatic loveliness 
on land and sea. They have the largest selection 
in existence of photographs of all parts of Ceylon, 
and transact an important trade in commercial 
photographs of every kind. The supplies of Messrs. 
Platd, Ltd., include everything for photography, 
and they are sole agents in Ceylon for Kodak, 
Ltd. They are also agents for the Autotype Fine 
Art Co., Ltd., London; The Platinotype Co.; 
Ross, Ltd., London; Ilford, Ltd., London; The 
Adhesive Dry Mounting Co. ; The Autotype Co., 
London ; Wi W.- Curtis, Ltd. ; and Fine Art 
Printers, Coventry, England. 
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Messrs. Plate, Ltd., recently turned their atten- 
tion to the manufacture of motion pictures, and 
are now busily engaged in developing that 
branch of trade, which will include the production 
of films dealing with local histor}^, folk-lore, 
customs and current events, etc. 

The firm are likewise booksellers and publishers, 
and amongst their productions are the well-known 
Plate's Colombo Directory and the popular book 
Ceylon, which deals in a very interesting and com- 
prehensive manner with the island. At their 
Colpetty premises they have a circulating library 
containing more than 4,000 volumes. 

Another very highly appreciated department of 
their business is the one devoted to all kinds of 
artistic house decorations. They are also manu- 
facturers of furniture, and hold themselves in 
readiness at all times to submit designs for 
special requirements, or to carry out customers’ 
own specifications in any class of wood work or 
upholstery. In that connection they are agents 
in Ceylon for Hall’s Sanitary Washable Distem- 
per and the “ Keystone ” oil paints. Their 
versatility in the manufacture of picture frames 


of every description is the natural outcome of their 
photographic activities, and their stock of mould- 
ings is well calculated to meet the most diverse 
needs. They have a department for printing, and 
are manufacturers of all kinds of illusrration 
blocks. 

The business was started in iSgo in a small 
studio at the Bristol Hotel by Mr. A. W. A. Platd, 
who was joined in partnership soon afterwards by 
Mr. H. H. Heinemann. After the advent of the 
latter gentleman, it developed very rapidlv, and 
when picture post-cards came into vogue, the firm 
began turning these out in enormous numbers as 
they still do. After the retirement of Mr. Plati 
the firm was incorporated in 1900 with Mr. Heine- 
mann as managing director, the other directors 
now being Mrs. Clara Plate, E. J. Hayward, 
and C. W. Thompson. Branches of the business 
are established at Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, 
and at Kandy and Nuwara Eliya. 

The company’s telegraphic address is “ Plate- 
Avalk, ” and the codes used are the ABC 5th 
edition and Bentley’s. 


LEWIS BROWN and CO., LTD., 

General Merchants and Estate Agents, Prince Building, Prince Street. 


A VERT great deal of the business activity in 
Colombo is carried on by firms operating as agents 
for the numerous tea, rubber, coconut, and other 
companies, whose properties are scattered 
throughout the island. One of the most promi- 
nent of these firms is that of Messrs. Lewis Brown 
and Co., Ltd., which was founded in the late 
seventies of last century by Mr. Robert Lewis 
Maitland Brown, who died in i8g8. The firm was 
incorporated in igi6, and the directors are 
Messrs. Robert Davidson, David Scott, A. F. 
Patterson, and G. K. Stewart. Their telegraphic 
address is “ Lewis,” Colombo, and the codes 
used by them are The International Mercantile, 
Lieber’s, A i, A B C 5th and 6th editions, Wes- 
tern Union, Bentley’s, and Broomhall's (Rubber 
edition). 

Messrs. Lewis Brown and Co., Ltd., are agents 
and secretaries for the following : 

Tlie Ceylon Ice & Cold Storage Co., Ltd. 

The Wanarajah Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Tile Eibu Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Tlie Langat River (Selangor) Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Ankande Estate Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 


The Uva Rubber Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

TJie Monte Cristo (Ceylon) Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 
The Cocoawatte (Ceylon) Rubber k Tea Estates, Ltd. 
The Arcadia Coconut Estates, Ltd. 

Sir Harry Dias Coconut Estate, Ltd. 

The Hillwood Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Ragama 'I'ea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Martin Coconut Estates of Chilaw, Ltd. 

The Nyanza Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Burnside (Ceylon) Tea Estates, Ltd, 

Parkside (Neilgherry Hills) Estate Co., Ltd. 

The Ambalawa Estate Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Walakande Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Horrekelly Estate Co., Ltd. 

The Woodside Estates, Ltd. 

Agents tor : , 

The Woodend (K.V. Ceylon) Rubber k Tea Co., Ltd. 
The Lochnagar (Ceylon) Produce Co., Ltd. 

The Neboda (Ceylon) Rubber k Tea Estates, Ltd. 
The Parambo Rubber & Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 
The Tisnioda Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Galphcle Tea k Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

The Ukinvcla Estates Co., Ltd. , 

The Abojme Clyde Rubber Estates of Ceylon, Ltd. 
The Motor Union Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The Royal Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The Queensland Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Parry & Co., liladras. 


FREUDENBERG and CO., . , c* 

Importers, Exporters and General Commission Agents, De Mel Building, Chat lam r 


The business of Messrs. Freuclenbcrg and Co. 
was established in 1S73 by Mr. Phillip Freuden- 
berg, who went to Ceylon to buy coflee and to 
develop direct trade between the island and the 
continent of Europe as the result of the new era 
of opportunitv ushered in by the opening of the 
Suez Canal in i86g. Wiien the coffee industry 
of Ceylon failed in 1876 Messrs. Freudenbere 


Co. turned their attention to its sticcc.s.sor 
and the various other native products. •’ '' 
; passed their operations increa.sed 
rablv, and they became owners of ‘/'.c llu 
1 Oil Mills and Manuring Work.s, which f 
oldest industrial e.stabli.slirnent m the islan . 
ing been founded in 1S35 in „ 

;c’s Patent Candle Co., London. In i8g 
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old oil mills were burnt down, and wore replaced 
by a much larger and more up-to-date plant, 
occupying an area of 13 acres, and giving employ- 
ment to nearly 1,000 persons. lilarly in the 
nineties of last century experiments with Messrs. 
Freudenberg and Co.'s artificial manures for tea 
growing were first made on a scientific basis, with 
kich satisfactory results that the demand for them 
underwent great development. 

Messrs. Freudenberg and Co. also became 
bankers and had world-wide connections as 
general, shipping, and insurance agents, their 
agencies including the North German Lloyd and 
East .Asiatic lines and the leading German insur- 
ance companies and banks. 

The outbreak of the Great War led to the liquida- 
tion of the business; but it was resumed in ig^q, 
and is now being operated with the enterprise and 
ability that characterised it in former decades. 
Messrs. Freudenberg and Co. are exporters of tea. 


rubber, desiccated coconut, cocoa, fibre, and all 
products of Ceylon ; while as general importers 
they handle all kinds of building materials, estate 
supplies, motor cars and accessories. They are 
agents for the Mercedes, Benz, Adler, Opel, Bean, 
jowett Paige cars and the Moreland and White 
trucks. The}' are also agents for the Bosch 
sparking plugs, Carl Zeiss optical goods, the 
North German Lloyd and the Deutsch-Austra- 
lische-Damfschiff-Gessellschaft (Cosmos line), etc. 
The partners are Messrs. W. Freudenberg, S. 
Freudenberg', E. Wild and H. Gauger. The head 
office is at Bremen under the,name of Freudenberg, 
Bochringer and Co. The firm’s telegraphic 
addresses at Colombo are “ Frudenberg,” 
“ Bochringer,” ” Nordlloyd ” and '* Austral,” 
and the codes used by them are ABC 5th and 
6th editions, A i, Lieber’s, Bentley’s, Mosse, and 
private. 


GEORGE PAYNE and CO., LTD., 

Tea, Coffee, and Cocoa Merchants, Ambewatte Mills, Slave Island. 


.As might be expected, some of the best known 
tea firms in the world Iiave branches at Colombo. 
Amongst them are Messrs. George Payne and Co., 
Ltd., in whose premises at Ambewatte Mills, 
Slave Island, the choice teas of Ceylon are dealt 
with in a system of operation that well substan- 
tiates the firm’s fame for the excellence of their 
teas throughout the world. Messrs. George 
Payne and Co., Ltd., specialise in blended tea, and 
in that connection are second to none. At the 
Ambewatte Mills, as well as in their great pre- 
mises in London, the firm’s experts accurately 
blend the different growths together and produce 
just that fragrant, invigorating and delicious 
flavour for which their blends are so celebrated. 
AAHien it is realised that the tea from practically 
every estate in Ceylon and India has its separate 
characteristics and varies considerably, it will be 
seen how necessary and important is the tea 
blender’s art. Certain growing districts produce 
tea of light flavoury character, others of full, rich, 
and strong liquor, while others are known for 
their pungency. All these different virtues have 
to be so arranged as to form a blend suitable 


for the particular locality for which it is required. 
The long experience and study of Messrs. George 
Payne and Co., Ltd., enable them to produce 
blends to suit also the water of each district. For 
that purpose they store on their London premises 
samples of water from all parts of Great Britain 
and abroad, and these supplies are constantly 
replenished. 

The head office of Messrs. George Payne and 
Co., Ltd., is at Tower Bridge, London, E.C., 
and besides their great warehouses in Queen Eliza- 
beth Street, Boss Street, Goat Street, Three Oak 
Lane, and their export blending establishment in 
Lafone Street, in the metropolis, they have also 
extensive premises at AA^addon, Surrey, Man- 
chester, Liverpool, Glasgow, Cape Town, Durban, 
AA^innebah and Saltpond, Gold Coast, and 
Calcutta. 

They have been established at Colombo since 
1904, and their manager there is Mr. AA^. F. AA^ood, 
who is assisted by Mr. AA^. R. A. McLellan. The 
firm’s telegraphic address is “ Pouring,” and the 
codes used by them are the ABC 5th and 6th 
editions, Bentley’s, and private. 


EASTERN GARAGE, LTD., Galle Face; 

Proprietors of THE COLOMBO TAXICAB CO. and LOVER BROS. 


The works of this well-known company, not far 
from the Galle Face Hotel, occupy about 5A acres, 
und employ about 300 persons. Upwards of 1,000 
gallons of petrol is sold daily at the two pumps at 
the entrance. In these works there is in operation 
an organisation of men and machinery representa- 
tive of all that knowledge and skill have produced 
or the perfection of process and result in every- 
I'og pertaining to motor engineering. Body 
uilding, painting, upholstering, electro-plating, 
0 c., are performed there by the latest methods, 
^ad m a system of specialisation whereby each 


worker acquires a proficiency that would otherwise 
be impossible. 

If a car meets with mishap anywhere in Ceylon 
and cannot run on its own wheels. Eastern 
Garage, Ltd., will, on notification, have it con- 
veyed to its works on a special contrivance fitted 
with a powerful crane, which is always kept in 
readiness for such contingencies. 

. The stock of spare parts and general motor 
accessories kept by the company averages in value 
about ;^6,ooo. AA'hatever may be the require- 
ments in such things the company is sure to be 
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able to meet it — if not in exact desig-n or pattern 
asked for, something better doubtless will be 
forthcoming. 

Eastern Garage, Ltd., is sole agent for 
the Standard, Armstrong-Siddeley, Hupmobile, 
Chrysler, and Salmson cars and the Commerce, 
Victor, and Federal trucks, and disposes of hun- 
dreds of these famous vehicles annually. The 
company is also sole agent for the Valspar Veedol 
oils and the Stephenson jacks, which latter have 


relegated the ordinary jack to the limbo of the 
obsolete. 

The business was originated in 1903 in a very 
small way, and gradually expanded in keeping 
with the development of the local motor trade. 
It went into liquidation in 1919 and was pur- 
chased by Mr. G. F. Clayden, of extensive busi- 
ness experience in Great Britain, India, Indo- 
China, etc. Under his direction the concern was 
completel}' metamorphosed and has become one of 
the most noteworthy undertakings of the kind in 
the East. In 1925 Mr. Clayden formed the pre- 
sent company, of which he is managing director, 
and since then the development which has taken 


place in all its affairs has been very considerable 
including ownership of The Colombo Taxicab Co.’ 
which is the largest of its kind in Ceylon, where 
it was the pioneer in the introduction of taxicabs. 
It has a fine fleet of vehicles, in charge of careful 
and skilful drivers, for tours all over Ceylon at 
moderate rates. In that connection it may be 
mentioned that Eastern Garage, Ltd., issues 
an extremely interesting booklet entitled 2 Iotor 
Tours through Ceylon, which should be seen by 


everyone desirous of viewing the beauty spots of 
the island. The Eastern Garage, Ltd., also owns 
the business of Lover Bros., and in July, 1926, 
it purchased the Grand Motor Depot in Nuwara 
Eliya. It has also a branch at Haputale, where it 
has a fleet of powerful motor lorries, engaged in 
the transportation of tea and other produce from 
28 estates, including those of Lipton, Ltd. 'I be 
company has also a lock-up garage opposite to the 
Galle Face Hotel. The telegraphic addre.ss of 
Eastern Garage, Ltd., is “ Hustle,” Colombo, 
and the codes used are the ABC 5th edition. 
Motor Trade, and Bentley’s. 



DISPLAY OF EASTERN GARAGE, LTD., AT THE ALL CEYLON MOTOR AND GENERAL 
ENGINEERING EXHIBITION, COLOMBO, IN 1927. 


THE CEYLON ICE AND COLD STORAGE COMPANY, LTD., Galle Face. 


Life in Colombo to-day- is certainly^ very different 
from what it must have been when there were no 
service and supplies like those of The Ceylon Ice 
and Cold Storage Co., Ltd., which contribute 
very' considerably' to the preservation of the health 
and happiness of the community. Its importance 
mav be gauged by the fact that it is the only 
cold storage undertaking at present in Colombo, 
and from its well-stocked refrigerating rooms, 
having a storage capacity of about 50,000 cubic 
feet, are issued daily beef, mutton, fowl, fish, 
fruits, vegetables, dairy produce, and other 
perishable commodities of every description, 
which are delivered in the company's motor vans 
to the homes and hotels throughout the city and 
its environs. 


The company' manufactures ice at the rate of 
25 tons daily, and has also one of the best estab- 
lishments in Ceylon for the production of all kinds 
of aerated waters, of which it turns out about 
500 dozen bottles daily. Ceylon water is said to 
be the best in the Orient, but at the factory in 
question it is filtered twice before being converted 
into the company’s delicious beverages. 

The business originated as a small ice and 
aerated w'ater concern during tiie last decade of 
the 19th century'. In 1899 it came under the 
management of Mr. H. S. Mackenzie, ''nd 1 
present company' was formed in 1901. _ Since 
then the business has developed pro rata witli 'be 
growing requirements of the city, fbe premisfs 
cover an area of about two acres, and .goe 
employment to about 120 persons. 


THE LIGHTFOOT REFRIGERATION COMPANY, LTD. 

This company have a branch at Colombo, and are reviewed on pages 197 and 19b. 
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E. U. CREASY and CO., General Merchants and Commission Agents, 
Shipping, Clearing, Customs, and Express Agents. Head Office: 12, Baillie Street. 


Monr.HX science is revealing many wonders, but 
probably none more so tlian the sensitiveness of 
material things to receive and retain the impres- 
sions continually impinging upon them, .and the 
life forces and inlluences to which they arc ex- 
posed. Consequently the psychometrist would 
doubtless find very much to read from the estab- 
lishment of Messrs. E. B. Creasy and Co., for it 
is one of tlie oldest of the loc.al buildings, and, 
situated as it is in the midst of the bustle of loc.al 
trade, has been for many decades associated with 
the reception and despatch of goods of every 
de.scription. Its appearance is exactly as it was 
when the writer first saw it more than a quarter 
of a century ago. Then, as now, it had a sign 
indicating that it was the London and Colombo 
Forwarding .Agency — forwarding goods to all 
parts of the world. Then, as now, the Royal 
Coat of .Arms of Norway indicated that it was the 
Norwegian Consulate ; and on its flag pole the 
crowning and passing of monarclis, occasions of 
national rejoicing, and other events, have been 
recognised Iry “ banners lluttering in the breeze.” 

Ali over the world the name of E. B. Creas}' 
and Co. is known in connection with local and 
mercantile transactions, for the firm have cor- 
respondents at every port, and there is no limit to 


the size or weight of shipments which they are 
prepared to undertake as clearing, forwarding, 
and general commission agents. 

Messrs. E. B. Creasy and Co. have long been 
prominently associated with the supply of momi 
tea boxes, veneer tea chests, hoop iron, nails, 
solder, hessians, acetic acid, galvanized corru- 
gated roofing, cement, sanitary fittings, Jeyes’ 
disinfectants, coal tar, paint, oils, varnish, and 
.Solex carburettors. 

Tliey are the agents for AA^akefield’s ‘‘Castrol ” 
and lubricating oils. 

Besides their establishment in Baillie Street, 
they have very much larger premises in Skinner’s 
Road South. 

The business was founded in iSSi by Mr. E. B. 
Creasy, who died in England in 1921. On his 
retirement in 1S99 he was succeeded in the con- 
trol of the concern by his son and namesake, the 
present proprietor, who is Consul for Norway. 
He, too, has a son bearing the same name as 
himself. 

Messrs. E. B. Creasy and Co.’s telegraphic 
address is ‘‘ Cresco, Colombo,” and the codes 
used by them are Bentle3'’s, Western Union, 
ABC 5th and 6th editions, and Broomhall’s 
Rubber edition. 


TARRANT and CO., Import and Export Merchants and General Commission Agents, Union Place. 


FiiOM the premises of Mesrs. Tarrant and Co. 
a considerable quantity of the famous tea of 
Ceylon, as well as rubber, coconut, papain, spices, 
and other products of the island, is shipped to 
all parts of the world. That firm are also large 
importers of general merchandise, and operate as 
insurance and general commission agents. Their 
business was started in 18S6 by Mr. Herbert 
Tarrant, who had been for some ) ears previously 
in the tea trade in Mincing Lane. It was carried 
on at first under his own name, but after a short 
time was changed to Tarrant, Henderson and 
Co., and in 1S96 it assumed its present designa- 
tion. Its highly esteemed principal, Mr. H. Tar- 
rant, is one of the oldest residents in Colombo. 
In partnership with him are Messrs. T. AV. Jones 
and N. AA^alsgrove. The firm have an office in 
Baillie Street, Fort, and their London correspon- 
dents are Tarrant, Winn and Leighton, of 20 and 
ai, St. Dunstan’s Hill, E.C.3. Messrs. Tarrant 
and Co.’s cable address is ‘‘ Figites,” Colombo, 
and the codes used b}" them are ABC 4th and 
5th editions, Lieber’s, Premier, AVestern Union 
(5 letter), Bentley’s, and Imperial. They are 
ag-ents for 

Western Assurance Co. of Toronto. 

North British & Mercantile Insurance Go., Ltd. 

the Eagle, Star & British Dominions Insurance Co., 
Ltd. 

N^ational Pro\nncial Plate Glass Insurance Co., Ltd. 

^ T . I^ational Guarantee & Suretyship Association, 
Ltd. 

The Eaihvay Passengers Assurance Co., Ltd. 


Tarrant AAfinn nnd Leighton, London. 

The Central Agency, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Keckit & Sons, Ltd., Hull. 

Chibwidr Polish Co., Ltd. 

National Boofiug Co , New York. 

The British Portland and Cement Manufacturers, Ltd., 
London. 

Chr. Thomas & Bros., Ltd. 

“ Gla.vo.” 

Bovril, Ltd. 

AV. Angliss & Co. (Aust.) Pty., Ltd., Melbourne. 

T. Brunton & Co., Melbourne. 

Macphail and Co., Ltd., Singapore. 

Maegregor and Co., Ltd., Piangoon. 

Henry Gardner & Co., Ltd., London. 

Caledonian Insurance Co., London. 

Bismag, Ltd. 

.1. & E. Waters, Ltd. 

Burgoyne, Bnrbridges & Co., Ltd. 

Siamese Steamship Co. 

Zee Kol hlanufacturing Co., Ltd. 

International Chemical Co., Ltd. 

R. M. Roberts & Co., Ltd. (Y’emcolid Disinfectant! 
W. R. Da%des. 

Hazelhurst & Sons, Ltd. 

Price’s Soap Co., Ltd. 

Crown Cork Co., Ltd. 

International Icilma Trading Co., Ltd. 

Wm. Crau-ford & Sons, Ltd. 

Studley Preserving Co., Ptj'., Ltd. 

Finsburj’- Distillery Co,, Ltd. 

H. Hanna & Co., Pty., Ltd. 

Maclaine, AYatson & Co., Ltd. 

Steel Products, Ltd. 

F. Chivers & Co., Ltd. 

E. Cook & Co., Ltd. 

Juan Sanjannme Sen. C. 

iSIichaelis, Halleustein & Co., Pty., Ltd. 
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CLARK, YOUNG and CO. 


Importers, Exporters and General Commission 

Lauhiston Stores, as the premises of Messrs. 
Clark, Young' and Co. are called, employ many 
persons in connection with the principal commo- 
dities sustaining the export and import trade of 



LAURISTON STORES OF 
CLARK, YOUNG and CO. 


Ceylon. Plumbago, tea, rubber, desiccated coco- 
nut, oils, and the other products of the island are 
there handled with the discrimination that in- 
stantly detects superiority and inferiority ; and is 
equally swift in effecting anything that may con- 
tribute to the maximum of satisfaction in service 
and supplies. 

Messrs. Clark, Young and Co. are also very 
large importers of all classes of goods, but chiefly 
teak, rice, flour, Java and China sugar, piece- 
goods, etc. 


Agents, Lauriston Stores. Offices : Prince Street. 

The business was started in 1894 by Messrs. 
T. S. and E. S. Clark and the late S. D. Youn^j 
and has grown into one of the most noteworthy 
mercantile undertakings in the island. The 
firm’s telegraphic address is “ Centrum,” and 
they use all the standard codes. Thev are agents 
and correspondents for the following; 

MacKinlay & Ck)., 121, Chiswell Street, London, E C 
Bengal Coal Go., Ltd. 

CaiT & Co., Ltd., Carlisle. 

General Accident, Fire and Life Assurance Corpora- 
tion, Ltd. 

Eagle, Star & Britisb Dominions Insurance Co., Ltd. 
Yorkshire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Scottisli Metropolitan Assurance Co., Ltd. 

G. Vr. Goodwin & Son, Manchester. 

Slater, Rodger & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

John Jefferies & Co., Edinburgh. 

J. T. Benkers, Schiedam. 

Societe AnonjTiie des Usine Destree, Belgium. 
Abdulla if Co., Ltd., !New Bond Street, London, W. 
China Underwriters, Ltd. 

Steel Bros. & Co., Ltd., Rangoon. 

North British Rubber Co., Ltd., Edinburgh and 
London. 

East Asiatique Eranqais, Paris and Saigon. 
Gillespie & Co., New York. 

Thos. G. Hill & Co., Ltd., Manchester. 

Barton & Catlow, Manchester. 

Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd., Hongkong. 
Wellestein, Kr.ause & Co., Batavia. 

Anglo-Burma Rice Co., Ltd., Rangoon. 

Ellerman Arracan Rice & Trading Co. 

The Commonwealth Trust, Calicut. 

James Taylor & Co., ManchesTer. 

Geldard, Griffiths & Co., Bradford. 


H. W. CAVE and CO., Printers, Booksellers, Stationers, General Importers, 
Builders of Pianos and Organs, etc. Head Office: Gaffoor’s Building. 


Most of the large shopping emporiums in Colombo 
are general department stores. The establish- 
ment of Messrs. H. W. Cave and Co. differs from 
them in that it is not concerned with fashions in 
ladies’ and gentlemen’s apparel, nor with 
groceries and liquors, medicines, hardware, furni- 
ture, nor general domestic utensils ; but its lack 
of these is more than made up by the exceptional 
completeness of the departments of trade in which 
the firm operate. An inspection of these reveals 
ample evidence that the discriminating policy of 
specialisation by which the business is conducted 
is thoroughly well justified. 

Civilisation has developed nothing of greater 
importance and influence than the multiplicity of 
its literature, and the stock of books and other 
reading matter kept by Messrs. H. W. Cave and 
Co. is an interesting and accurate index to public 
tastes and requirements in that connection. The 
books obtainable from them range through every 
class of the publishing trade — grave and gay, 
educational and amusing, fact and fiction, philo- 
sophy and romance, in a great variety of bindings, 
from* the cheapest editions to handsomely bound 
volumes with gilt-edged leaves. _ _ . 

Their large assortment of stationery is likewise 


comprehensive, and, indeed, in that respect, 
has a greater diversity than is necessary in similar 
undertakings in Great Britain, for, in addition to 
the requirements of the vast number of people 
passing continually through Colombo, must be 
considered the minute necessities of the commer- 
cial and industrial interests of the island in rela- 
tion to all manner of documentary specifications 


ind account books, etc. 

Messrs. H. W, Cave and Co. ’s department for 
iflice equipments, such as filing cabinets, cash 
egisters, adding machines, typewriters, 
irovides object lessons in what has been achic%cci 
or the minimum of labour and the maximum ol 
iccuracy and efficiency in all clerical work.^ Man) 
lever inventions and uncommon .specialitie.s ma) 
le noticed amongst their supplies of 
foods and gymnastic apparatus, fishing tacK e, 
iiiliard tables, surveyors’ requisites, silver ware, 
catches, pictures, artists’ materials, tobaccoms .s 
undries, etc. As importers of musical mer- 
handise and builders of pianos and organs, n > 

irm has attained greater prominence throug ioui 

:evlon than Messrs. H. W._ Cave and Co. J t v 
re agents for all the leading makes o f”_'' . 
nd in their piano and organ workshops very - • 
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fill work is done in tlie repair of worn-out instru- 
ments, and in the building of new ones to with- 
stand the ravages of climate and insects. 

Visitors to Messrs. H. \V. Cave and Co.’s estab- 
lishment will appreciate its large and attractive 
tea-room, where all kinds of light refreshments 
are procurable. The delicious cakes and confec- 
tionery for which that place is noted, arc made 
of the finest ingredients in its own conterminous 
bakery anil under conditions of scrupulous clean- 
liness. 

There is, however, no branch of trade in which 
Messrs. H. W. Cave and Co. are more notc- 
worthv than in printing and its allied activities. 
The firm’s printing works, in Slave Island, occu- 
pies an area of 25,000 square feet, and gives 
employment to about 300 people. It was built 
specially for them in igiS, and from time to time 
its equipment has been added to and improved. 
In 1926 about _^4,ooo was spent on new 
machinery, which now includes no fewer than 41 
printing machines of various sizes. In the com- 
positors’ rooms are linotypes and one of the Lud- 
low typographs that has revolutionised type- 
setting. The speed and economy of the latter 
invention can only be appreciated by actual in- 
spection of it in operation. 

The infinity of interests necessitating the use of 
printed matter is impressively shown by the work 
performed by Messrs. H. W. Cave and Co. They 
turn out, for instance, many millions of tea labels, 
and their beautiful photographic reproductions in 
natural colours arc masterpieces of artistic 
achievement. The firm are contractors to 
Government, and undertake printing in all the 
leading languages in Ceylon. _ . 

In the manufacture of all kinds of printing 


blocks, and as machine rulers and manufacturing 
stationers, Messrs. H. W. Cave and Co.’s versa- 
tility is in keeping with their typographical 
efficiency. 



The founder of the concern was Mr. H. W. 
Cave, M.A., F.R.G.S., who went to Ce3don from 
England as Secretary to the Anglican Bishop, and 
started work there by editing the Ceylon Diocesan 
Gazette, the first Church paper in the island. In 
1S76 he began importing religious books, and 
from that modest beginning has developed the 
business of H. W. Cave and Co., which now 
gives employment to upwards of 400 persons. In 
literary circles Mr. H. W. Cave, who died in 
1913, is known in connection with his ver}' inter- 
esting writings on Ceylon. His famous volumes 
“ Golden Tips ” and “ Book of Ceylon ” passed 
through many editions, and received high en- 
comiums from the leading journals of England. 

The partners in the firm now are Messrs. E. 

Bartlett, C. S. Brown, F. A. Dawkins, and 
C. H. Wratten. The telegraphic address is 
“ Cave,” and the codes used are Bentley’s and 
the ABC 5th edition. 


RT?n\VN nnil CO I TD . Wholesale and Retail Hardware Merchants, Chatham Street. 
^^"Engineering Works: Darley Road, and Lanka Garage, Union Place. 


A Scottish firm ! That description of a commer- 
cial house in the Orient seems to carry _ more 
weight than accrues from even domicile in the 
Home countr}'. In the lands beyond the seas, 
especially in the East, the Scottish character, 
silhouetted against foreign conditions and 
elemental necessities, stands out with sharper 
delineation than it does when viewed in the aggre- 
gate of national idiosyncrasy and procedure in the 
Northern Kingdom. For that_ there must be 
cogent reasons, not associated with the accredite 
orthodox standards of monetarj' considerations— 
reason's that go down into the heart of things and 
rnake for confidence and esteem, for developmen 
and progress in all branches of comnierce an 
industry. The name of Brown and Co., Ltd., 
does not sound exclusively Scottish, but ’tityr- 
course with the principals of the busin^s^ w ic 1 
it designates leaves no doubt regarding m^r race. 

An inspection of the showrooms of •!> essrs. 
Brown and Co., Ltd., reveals to the discerning 
eye very much regarding the improvements _ta 
are ever being made in the vast range of materials 


embraced by the terms ironmongery and hard- 
ware, including the comprehensive assortment of 
such things pertaining to household requirements. 
Utility is there exemplified by many contrivances 
for the reduction of labour and the maximum of 
comfort and convenience — electrical and engineer- 
ing accessories, tools, paints, distempers and 
varnishes, push and motor bicj'cles, agricultural 
implements, typewriters and office appliances, fire- 
arms, electro-plated and silver goods, etc., etc. 

But the various departments in the firm’s stores 
in Chatham Street are only of minor impression 
in comparison with their Lanka Engineering 
Works in Darley Road. That important under- 
taking occupies an area of about four acres, and 
gives employment to hundreds of workmen who 
are engaged under highlj' skilled Scottish en- 
gineers and supendsors in all branches of general 
engineering, but more especiall}’- in work relating 
to the manufacture, installation, and repair of tea, 
rubber, and coconut machinery, in which Messrs. 
Brown and Co., Ltd., specialise with marked 
success. One of the Avarehouses at the works. 
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completed in 191S, and occupying- an area of 
12,870 square feet, is an excellent example of the 
compan3'’s skill as general structural engineers. 

In Union Place, not far from the Lanka En- 
gineering Works, is the company’s Lanka 
Garage, which is devoted entirely to the produc- 
tions of the Ford Motor Co. It covers about an 
acre of ground, and gives emplo3'ment to about 
So workmen, who are engaged entirely in the 
work pertaining to the famous Ford vehicles. 
Consequentl3', b3' specialising in his respective 
job, each workman attains a proficiency therein 
that would otherwise be impossible. A note- 
worthy example of this proficiency is seen 
in the rapid dexterity and accuracy Avith 
which the Ford cars are assembled from 
the compact masses of separate parts as they 
arrive from the factories of the Ford Co. 


INDIA AND CE/LON. 

is at 270, Mansion House Chambers, Queen Vic- 
toria Street, E.C. ^ The telegraphic 'address is 
Metal, and the codes used are the A B C jth 
and 5th editions. Western Union, Bentley’s, JUr- 
coni International, and private. 

Messrs. Brown and Co., Ltd., are agents in 
Ce3don for the following ; — 

Riiston & Hornsby, Ltd. 

Joseph Robinson & Co. 

T. A. W. Clarke, Ltd. 

George Scott & Co., Ltd. 

Smith & Grace, Ltd. 

Quirk, Barton & Co. 

Electrical & Ordnance Accessories Co., Ltd. 

John Tullis & Sons, Ltd. 

W. N. Brunton & Son. 

Tlie British Mathews, Ltd. 

Wm. Manples & Sons, Ltd. 

The Black Diamond File Co. 

Dobbie, Forbes & Co. 

Alexander Shanks & Sons, Ltd. 



PREMISES OF BROWN and CO., LTD,, CHATHAM STREET. 


The owner of a Ford car has the great advantage 
of being able to obtain spare parts without any 
delay — indeed, no company in the Avorld offers 
better service in that connection than the Ford 
Co., and in the Lanka Garage the comprehensive 
stock of spare parts and accessories of every 
description is in keeping with the noted thorough- 
ness of the Ford organisation at all its service 
and suppl3’ depots throughout the world. 

The business of Messrs. Brown and Co., Ltd., 
was started in 1S75 ^ 3 ' Brown at 

Hatton, Ceylon, under the designation of Brown, 
Key and Co., and branches Avere opened .at 
Dickova and Maskeliya. In 1S92 the firm aa-us 
formed into a limited liability company under its 
present name. The capital, originally Rs. 500,000, 
Is noAA^ Rs. 3,333>ooo. In 1S97 the companx' 
began business at Colombo, and IiaA-e branches at 
Hatton, NaAA-alapitiya, and Kand3'. The manag- 
ing director is I^Ir. \Y, Boak. The London office 


The Paraffin Paint Co. 

TIio West Kent Portland Cement Co. 

The Yale and Towne Alanufacturing Co. 
Colthurst and Harding. 

The Standard Vamish Co. 

The HoA’t Metal Co. 

S. L. .‘illon & Co. 

MasseA'-Hairis Co. 

Kowton, Chambers & Co. 

The “ Empire ” T3'pewriter Co. 

RoA’al Typewriter Co., Ltd. 

The Midland Gun Co. 

Tlie Triumph Cycle Co. 

Kj’noch, Ltd. 

Hendee Ylanufacturing Co. 

Plielon and Moore, Ltd. 

Ford Motor Co., Toronto, Canada. 

Albion Motor Co., Ltd. 

The Machine Gas. Ltd. 

Kec Lox Yfanuf.-ictunng Co. 

Andor.soii’s Oil E.xpellcrs, etc. 

Tlios. A. Edison. 


Coleman L.amp Co. ... 

lloA-al In.surance Co., Ltd. {Fire, Motor, .Marine, 


f'r. 
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MACKWOODS, LIMITED, Importers, Exporters, Estate, Insurance and General Commission 

Agents, Gaffoor’s Building. 


Tuk aspect of Colombo is very deceptive, so far as 
its commercial and industrial development is con- 
cerned, for the reason that the city has several 
distinct business districts, and the large mercan- 
tile firms have their mills and warehouses scat- 
tered about in places not readily noticeable by 
visitors making only a brief tour of inspection of 
the busy island capital. 

One of the largest and oldest of the mercantile 
concerns is that of Messrs. Mackwoods, Limited, 
whose stores and mills in Maradana occupy an 
area of le acres, and give employment to many 
people. Through these extensive premises passes 
a considerable amount of Colombo’s inward and 
outward mercliandise. 

The firm’s importations arc very comprehen- 
sive, and include piece-goods, hardware, corru- 
gated roofings, barbed wire, nails, iron and steel 
bars, metal sheets, agricultural implements, 
cement, crockery, cutlery, enamelled ware, per- 
fumery, biscuits, toys, etc., also rice, sugar, flour, 
etc. Many of the traders in Pettah, the busiest 
of Colombo’s business centres, get their supplies 
from all parts of the world through Messrs. 
Mackwoods, Limited. 

The firm are also amongst the large exporters 
of Ceylon produce, as is well demonstrated by the 
scenes in their tea, rubber, and desiccated coconut 
stores. Copra, coconut oil, cinnamon oil, fibres, 
cocoa, etc., are likewise shipped by Messrs. 
Mackwoods, Limited, throughout the world. 

The records of this notable business date back 
to 1839, 'vhen it was founded by Mr. William 


Mackwood, and carried on in his name until 1844, 
when it became known as Mackwood and Co. 
The present company was formed in 1919, and 
the directors are Messrs. F. M., F. E., F. O., 
and E. O, Mackwood, H. F. Parlitt, J. C. Kelly, 
and J. F. Sibbald. The concern was one of the 
few old houses that survived the collapse of the 
coffee industry of Ce3don, and has played an im- 
portant part in the rise and development of the 
island’s great tea trade. 

The cable address of Messrs. Mackwoods, 
Limited, is “ Mackwoods,” and the codes used 
are the ABC 5th and 6th editions, Bentley’s, and 
private. The firm operate as follows : 

Agents fob, Sterling Companies: 

The Central Province Ceylon Tea Co., Ltd. 

Howagam Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Be.iu Sejour (Ceylon) Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Agents and Secset.aries eor; 

The Ra34gain Co., Ltd. 

The Pine Hill Estates Co., Ltd. 

The St. James Uva Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Uva Highlands Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Uva Ketaweila Tea Co., Ltd. 

Tlie Gallebodde Estates Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Girindi Ella Tea Co., Ltd. 

Damblagolla Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Seceetaeies for : 

Eastern Garage, Ltd. 

Agents fob (Insurance) ; 

Roj'al Exchange Assurance (Fire, Man'ne, Life and 
Motor Car). 

Law Union & Rock Insurance Co., Ltd. (Fire ana 
Life). 

Northern Assurance Co., Ltd. (Motor Car, Burglary 
and Theft). 


MOUNT LAVINIA HOTEL. 


The most popular trip for visitors to Colombo is a 
motor run to the celebrated Mount Lavinia Hotel, 
only seven miles away from the city. The run 
to Kandy, seventy miles distant, is not alwaj's 
possible, as many steamers do not stay long 
enough for that purpose; but there is always 
ample time for the cheap and exceedingly pleasant 
little tour along the interesting highway to Mount 
Lavinia Hotel, where a very delightful time may 
be spent under conditions such as do not obtain 
at any of the other notable hotels in the island. 

former times the handsome and palatial 
building now forming the Mount Lavinia Hotel 
was a^ residence of the Governor of Cejdon ; and 
since it was taken over in 1924, from the former 
proprietary company, by its present owner, Mr. 
Arthur Ephraums, considerable improvements 
have been effected in its equipment and adminis- 
tration; so that visitors Avill be pleased with the 
facilities and resources in vogue there for their 
comfort, convenience, and pleasure. 

The position of the hotel is very attractive. It 
stands on a lofty knoll at the extremity of a pro- 
lecting point of the sea beach on the beautiful 
palm-fringed west coast. The area occupied bi' 


the hotel is 2A acres. The grounds are charm- 
ingly laid out, and on the well-kept lawns are 
chairs and tables where refreshments of all kinds 
are nicely and promptly served. The spaciou.": 



SEA-FRONT OF MOUNT LAVINIA HOTEL. 


public reception rooms have been planned and 
furnished in a system that makes for the maxi- 
mum of coolness and utiliti-, and the long 
verandahs facing the ocean receive the full benefit 
of the prevailing inshore breezes. 

In the principal dining-room 150 guests can be 
accommodated with ease at one time, and the 
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meals served there are noted for their excellence 
and variety. The hotel has 50 bedrooms, all fur- 
nished on a scale of amplitude conformable to the 
standards of first-class requirements. It is 
lighted throughout by electricity generated on the 
premises, and has also a billiard room, with two 
tables, and tennis courts. Probably the most 
attractive feature of the establishment is its 
unsurpassed facilities for sea bathing in perfectly 
safe conditions. Close to the sandy beach is its 
large and well-built pavilion with dressing rooms, 
where the fullest provision is made for all require- 
ments in bathing costumes, towels, etc. Not far 
•'’from the hotel is Mount Lavinia Railway Station, 
providing a frequent service of trains to and from, 
the city, the journey occupying about twenty 
minutes. 


Mr. Ephraums" is also owner of the Bristol 
Hotel, Globe Hotel, and the White Horse Hotel, 
Colombo, the Anuradhapura Hotel, Anuraclha- 
pura, and St. Andrew’s Hotel, Niiwara Eliya, all 
of which provide comfortable accomodation, good 
food, and service at very moderate rates. The 
most famous of them is the Bristol Hotel, situated 
in the midst of Colombo’s great shopping em- 
poria. He is also lessee of the railway refresh- 
ment cars and rooms. 

Mr. Ephraums is the principal of E. 
Ephraums and Co., who are agents and secre- 
taries for The Colombo Pharmacy, Ltd., which 
has its registered ofiices at 27, Upper Chatham 
Street, Colombo ; and owns also the two estab- 
lishments knowm as “ The City Dispensary,” in 
Norris Road and Union Place, Colombo, and the 
I. C. Drug Store, .Bambalapit)m, Colombo. 


DELMEGE, FORSYTH and CO., LTD. 

General Merchants and Commission Agents, Victoria Arcade Building. 


Throughout Ceylon the Asiatic Petroleum Co. 
(Ceylon), Ltd., is providing facilities and re- 
sources that are contributing very considerably to 
the country’s economic progress, especially in 
relation to road transport by motor vehicles. 
That influential concern has in Ceylon no fewer 
than 75 installations for bulk petroleum and 21 



DISTRIBUTING VEHICLES OF ASIATIC 
PETROLEUM CO. (CEYLON), LTD., COLOMBO. 


installations for liquid fuel, which practically 
means that the motorist will find at every town 
and village a depot for the famous “Shell” 
motor spirit and motor oils. 

The agents for the Asiatic Petroleum Co. 
(Ceylon), "Ltd., are Messrs. Delmege,^ Forsyth 
and Co., Ltd., who are one of the principal firms 
in Ceylon, where they have been established for 
about eighty' y'ears. Their business, started at 
Galle, and transferred in due course to Colombo, 
when the latter became tlie chief port of the 
island, has developed pro rata with the growth of 
Colombo, especially' in connecton w’ith its coaling 
and shipping interests. In that association 
Messrs. Delmege", Forsyth and Co., Ltd., operate 
on an extensive scale, as is indicated by the busy- 
bunkering scenes at their large coaling yards at 
the harbour. 


The directors of the company are Messrs. T. 
W. Hockley (Consul for Portugal and Vice-Consul 
for Spain), O. L. Beresford-Hope, T. H. Tatliani, 
and A. R. Quarme. 

Messrs. Delmege, Forsyth and Co., Ltd., arc 
Admiralty contractors and agents for: — 

The Asiatic Petroleum Co. (Ceylon), Ltd. 

The Anglo-Saxon ' Petroleum Co., Ltd. 

The Burrakur' Coal Co., Ltd., Cnlciitfa. 

St. George’.? & Natal Navigation Coal Companies, 

F. W. Heilgers & Co., Calcutta. 

Marine Insurance Co., Ltd., London. 

Guardia.-i Assurance Co., Ltd., London. 

Board of Underwriters of New York. 

The National Board of Marine Underwriters, New 
York. 

The London & Lancashire Insurance Co., Ltd., Ijondon. 
The Magadi Soda Co., Ltd. 

Ledward & Taylor, Manchester. 

The Ocean Steamship Co., Ltd. 

Anchor, Brooklebank and Well Lino of Steamers. 
Natal Direct Line of Steamers (Bullard, King & Co.). 
Prince Line (James Knott). 

The Canard Steamship Co., Ltd., Liverpool. 

Bed Sl«r Lino, Antwerp. 

Shell Lino of Steamers. 

Suzuki & Co., Kobe and London. 

Carreras, Ltd., London. 

Macfarlane, Lang & Co., Ltd. 

Brj'ant & May, Ltd. 

John Robertson i Co., Ltd., Dundee. 

The British Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The Prudential Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Bureau Veritas, Paris. 

Shell 'Transport & 'J’rading Co., Ltd. 

The firm’s brokers are: 

Delmege, Allen & Co., ]»ndon. 

James Burncss i .Sons, I.ondon. 

Wm. Corv i- Son, London. 
iMann, George * Co., Ltd.. Vandon. 

:M. Samuel &: Co., Ixindon. 

Sinclair, lUmilton Co.. Tx*ridon. 

Carleton A Moffat, New York. 
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RUBBER AND PRODUCE TRADERS 
The story of the development of rubber is one of 
the romances of modern commerce and industry, 
and the uses to which tiiat indispensable material 
is now put have a range altogether beyond that 
which was thought possible a few decades ago 
before tlie introduction of modern inventions and 
their corresponding multiplicity of requirements. 
The cultivation of rubber in Ceylon has developed 
very greatly, and amongst the noteworthy firms 
engaged in its exportation is the Rubber and 
Produce Traders (Ceylon), Ltd., formed in ige6 


(CEYLON), LTD., Gaffoor’s Building. 

as successors to Wilson Holgate and Co. 
(Ce3-lon), Ltd., established in 191S. As its title 
indicates, the company is also engaged in general 
produce, such as copra, desiccated coconut; cin- 
namon oil and leaf, citronella oil, etc. It has an 
office in London at 21, Mincing Lane, E.C. The 
manager is Mr. L. P. Hayward. The telegraphic 
address is “ Colrub,” Colombo, and the codes 
used are the A B C 5th and 6th editions, Lieber’s, 
Bentley’s, and private. 


ROWLANDS GARAGE, Turret Road. 


No phase of the business activity of Colombo is 
more noteworthy than the extent to which the 
automobile trade has been developed there. The 
city in that connection can hold its own with any 
in the Orient; indeed, in some respects, the facili- 
ties and resources which Colombo provides in 


even extremeh' experienced motor experts ; and it 
is in difficulties of that kind, as well as in repairs 
of every description, that Rowlands Garage sub- 
stantiates its fame. Its machiner}' equipment is 
of the most comprehensive kind, including acety- 
lene welding, electro-plating, and vulcanising ; and 



DISPLAY OF ROWLANDS GARAGE AT THE ALL CEYLON MOTOR AND 
GENERAL ENGINEERING EXHIBITION, COLOMBO, IN 1927. 


everj’thing associated with motor vehicles are pro- 
bably unsurpassed anj-where east of Suez. Row- 
lands Garage, for instance, must be referred to 
when the motor trade of Colombo is under con- 
sideration, and cannot fail to impress the stranger 
who may visit it with erroneous ideas of what has 
been accomplished locally in motor engineering. 
It occupies an area of about seven acres, and 
gives employment to more than 400 persons. 
That alone might be sufficient to indicate its pro- 
minence and importance ; but only by actual 
inspection of its numerous departments can the 
perfection of its service and supplies be properly 
appreciated. The work done there covers a 
range of operation that includes everything relat- 
ing to motor vehicles in all conditions in which 
they can be considered. A motor vehicle can be 
built there in harmon}^ with the most acceptable 
ideals of orthodox design, or embodying any 
uncommon feature in capacitv or appearance that 
may be desired. 

It has become a comparatively simple matter 
now in all up-to-date garages to effect with skill 
und rapidity the ordinary kind of repairs conse- 
quent on accident, neglect, or ignorance; but the 
ust makes of cars sometimes develop extraordi- 
idiosjTicrasies of imperfection that baffle 


any part of the mechanism of any car, including 
gear wheels, can be produced at Rowlands Garage 
with a celerity truly astonishing. 

Rowlands Garage is agent for the Rolls Royce, 
Sunbeam, Crossley, Hillman, Chevrolet, Oak- 
land, Pontiac, and Chandler cars, which are dis- 
pla^'ed in its large and handsome showroom. An 
interesting department of the business is one for 
second-hand cars, which are taken in part-pa}*- 
ment of new ones; and many an excellent bargain 
is there procurable by the discerning. 

Rowlands Garage is an evolution of the former 
motor department of the business of H. W. Cave 
and Co., and has developed enormously since it 
was taken over in 1923 under its present name by 
Mr. F. C. Gibbs (previously partner in that firrri) 
and Mr. A. P. Rowlands. It is interesting to 
note that Mr. Gibbs earl}’ in his career was em- 
ployed in the “ City Press ” works of Messrs. 
W. H. and L. Collingridge, printers and pub- 
lishers of this volume. 

The telegraphic address of Rowlands Garage is 
“ Prowlands,” Colombo, and the codes used are 
Bentley’s and private. The London agents are 
Robertson and Malcolm, 5, Bishopsgate, E.C., 
and the New York agents Robertson and 
Malcolm, Singer Building. 
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NESTLE and ANGLO=SWISS CONDENSED 

When the business of the Nestle and Anglo-Swiss 
Condensed Milk Co. was founded in 1866 it 
marked the commencement of a great era in food 
preservation, and inaugurated a vast improve- 
ment in the commissariat of all peoples, but espe- 
cially those in the tropics, where life during the 
preceding centuries had been, for natives of the 
temperate zone, much more trying than in these 
days of remarkable inventions for the enhance- 
ment of health and comfort. Nothing is more 
necessitous for the young and sick than milk, 
and many lives were lost that would otherwise 
have been saved had there been at hand the cele- 
brated product of the Nestle Co., whose huge 
interests now encircle the globe, and whose goods 
are to be found wherever civilisation has pene- 
trated, and in many places where it has not. The 
Nestle business is the largest of its bind in the 


LK COMPANY, “ Nestle House,” Union Place, 
world, and has condensaries not only in Switzer- 
land, but also in France, Holland, Norway, Eno-- 
land, United States, Canada, and Australia. For 
many years the company transacted their trade in 
Ceylon through local agents, but in 1912 opened 
at Colombo a branch which has since developed 
very considerably. As in all other parts of the 
world, the company’s sweetened and unsweetened 
condensed milk, sterilised natural milk, (whipped) 
cream, malted milk, milk food, “ Lactogen,” as 
well as their Peter’s, Cailler’s, Kohler’s, and 
Nestle’s cocoa, chocolate, and bonbons, are very 
popular in Ceylon, and in great demand. 

The company’s manager at Colombo is Mr. T. 
A. Ryde. The telegraphic address is “ Nest- 
anglo, ” and the codes used are the ABC 5th 
edition, Western Union, Bentley’s, and private. 


LEECHMAN and CO., Exporters of Ceylon Produce, Estates and General Commission Aj^ents, 

National Mutual Building, Chatham Street. 


The business of Messrs. Leechman and Co. was 
established in 1864, when coffee was the principal 
product of Ceylon. On the failure of that in- 
dustry, through leaf disease, about ten years later, 
Messrs. Leechman and Co. were among the 
pioneers who introduced into the island the culti- 
vation of cinchona and tea. Later, too, they 
were similarly distinguished in connection with 
rubber, both in Ceylon and the Federated Malay 
States. 

The founder of the business was Mr. G. B. 
Leechman. He also established in 1866 the firm 
of G. and W. Leechman, who leased and operated 
for about twenty years the Hultsdorf Coconut Oil 
Mills, and thereafter the Colombo Oil Mills, until 
the end of 191 i. 

The present partners in Leechman and Co. are 
Messrs. J. J. Wall, D. T. Richards, and J. S. 
McIntyre. The firm are exporters of tea, rubber, 
and all the products of Ceylon, and have connec- 
tions throughout the world. Their telegraphic 


address is ‘‘ Leechman,” Colombo, and their 
codes are the ABC 4th and 5th editions, Bent- 
ley’s, and Broomhall’s (Rubber). They arc 
agents for the following: 

Carolina Tea Go. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Nuwara EHva Tea Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Choisy Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Beverlac (Selangor) Rubber Co., Ltd. 
Panagula Rubber Go., Ltd. 

Ederapolla Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Tile Highland Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Westward Ho Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Kongsi Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Yokohama Fire, JMarine, Transit it Fidelity 
Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society. 

New Zealand Insurance Co. 

London & Scottish ilssurance Corporation, Ltd. 
Norwich & London Accident Insurance Association. 
Norwich Union Life Office. 

Underwriters at Lloyds. 

Lyall, Anderson & Co., London. 

Shand, Haldane it Co., London. 

Grindlay Co., Ltd., London, Calcutta, and Bonil)ay. 


THOMSON, TETLEY and CO., Importers of Piece-goods, etc.. Prince Building. 


The one great outstanding class of British mer- 
chandise in the Orient is that of piece-goods ; and 
while these materials are regarded by the un- 
initiated as primarily of little, if any, individual 
or collective interest, it is, nevertheless, true tliat 
no productions are more regulated by custom and 
idiosyncrasy, by tradition and climate than the 
enormous variety of modern textiles. Tiie pat- 
terns and designs in vogue in one district are not 
alwavs popular in other parts of the same coun- 
try ; 'so that throughout the great territory of the 
Orient are to be found many contradictions in pre- 
ference for chromatic effects and quality of tex- 
ture. Ceylon provides many striking examples of 
the vast difference existing there in regard to 
demand and supply in the connection indicated ; 
but, as the Sinhalese, who form the bulk of the 
population, prefer more expensive materials than 


the other Eastern peoples, Colombo is, in tlie 
piece-goods trade, regarded as a “ fancy ” ni.'ir- 
ket, to which Messrs. Thomson, Tetley and Co, 
contribute considerably, being, as they arc, tlic 
leading piece-goods firm devoted exclusively to 
that trade in the island. They do a great flea! of 
indenting for native traders, and have been csttib- 
lished at Colombo since 1910; but tran.-incten 
trade with Ceylon for many years previouslv 
tlirough local agents. The director at Colombo 1“^ 
Mr. E. D. Molyneux. The firm’s telegraphic 
address is ” Shipment,” Colombo, and their 
are Parker’s, Premier, A B C 5th and >t 1 
editions, Bentley’s, and private. At ^^anchf■stf•r 
and Madras the’firm arc established as Tetley arid 
Whitley, Ltd., and well known in piece-goods 
circles througlrout India. 
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GORDON FRAZER and CO., LTD., Estate and Insurance Agents, Gaffoor’s Building. 


Tin; business of Messrs. Gordon Frazer and Co., 
Ltd., chielly estate aijency, was established in 
1S90, and is one of the principal concerns of its 
kind in Colombo. The firm have recently opened 
new warehouses and mills at ^^’ckande, where tea, 
rubber, and other products of Ceylon arc carefully 
prepared by the most accredited methods for 
export to all parts of the world. The directors 
arc Messrs. G. K. Woodman, F. J. Hawkes, F. 
H. Lavard, and F, F. Roe. Tlie telegraphic 
address is “ Frnzcrco,” Colombo, and the codes 
used arc the A B C 5th edition, Broomhall’s 
(Rubber), and Bentley’s. 

Messrs. Gordon Frazer and Co., Ltd., are 
agents for: 

Scottish Union it Xation.al Insurance Co. 

South British Insurance Co. 

Royal Excliance Assurance Co. 

The Relugas Tea Estates. Ltd. 

Augusta Tea Estates Co., Ltd. 

Rajawella Produce Co.. Ltd. 

Tea Corporation (1921). Ltd. 

The Alluta Rubber .t Produce Co., Ltd. 

Tile Lavant Rubber it Tea Co., Ltd. 

Kadienlcna Tea Estnte.s. Ltd. 

Kenilworth Tea Co., Ltd. 

Lethenty Tea Estates Association, Ltd. 

Taldna Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Bowlana Tea Estates, Ltd. 

Kiminegalla Rubber Co.. Ltd. 

Glenfaffc Tea Estates, Ltd. 


Agexts and Secretaeies fob; 
Arratcnnc (Ceylon) Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 
Aviswella Tea it Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Clifton Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Dartonfield Estate, Ltd. 

Gallawatte (Ceylon) Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Kalutara Rubber Co. of Cejdon, Ltd. 

The Kallande Rubber Co.j Ltd. 

The Kelani Valley Rubber Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 
The Lower Perak Coconut Co., Ltd. 

The Mentenne Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The ^loneragallu Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The !Muppane Valley (Ceylon) Rubber Co., Ltd. 
Pembioke Estate, Ltd. 

The Perak Kongsi Coconut Co., Ltd. 

The Pettiagalla Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Sittagama Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Tuan Mee (Selangor) Rubber Co., Ltd. 
The Udapolla Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Yatapola Estate, Ltd. 

Panakura Estates, Ltd. 

The Craiglands Tea it Rubber Co., Ltd. 

II. Bastian Fernando Estates, Ltd. 

The Labugama Rubber Estate, Ltd. 

^lidford (Ceylon) Tea Estates, Ltd. 

The Ceylon Financial Investments, Ltd. 

The Murraj’thwaite Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Ivegalla Rubber it Tea Co. of Ceylon. Ltd 
The Biddescar Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Darlon Development Co., Ltd. 

The Ganiinikande Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

The Perak River Coconut Co., Ltd. 

The Nakkala Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Heenpannawa Coconut Co., Ltd. 

The Theberton (Ceylon) Tea EstaFes, Ltd. 


HOLLAND^CEYLON COMMERCIAL COMPANY, Gaffoor’s Building. 


The commercial community of Colombo is not so 
cosmopolitan as that of tlie great ports of the Far 
East, and most of the local firms are English, 
Indian, or Sinhalese. A noteworthy exception is 
afforded b}’ the Holland-Ceylon Commercial Co., 
which has a title reminiscent of the time when the 
island was a Dutch possession. That company, 
which well upholds the best traditions of Dutch 
commercial enterprise, was established in igiG 
■"ith a capital of one million guilders, and is 
^y&^gfcd in the exportation of all kinds of 
e\lon produce, especially copra, desiccated 
cinnamon, and oils, which it ships 
ciiel1\' to Holland, Great Britain, and the 
nited States. The import trade of the 
vompan}' is principallv in piece-goods. The 
compan}- has at Colombo large warehouses well 
s apted for the storage of their merchandise, the 
section for copra having a capacity of about 12,000 
i??®' "Ehe directors at .Amsterdam comprise Mr. 

• Ruys, Alanaging Director of the Rotterdam- 
Lloyds Steamship Co., Mr. W. H. J. Oderwald, 
- anaging Director of the “ Nederland ” Steam- 
^nd Messrs. M. Burv, W. Stork, and 
Yerster. The manager at Colombo is 
I, van der Spoel. The telegraphic address is 
ollandco,” Colombo. The following are the 
‘ held by the company ; — 

4 Geldevman it Zonen, Oldenzaal van Gelder 
^onen, Amsterdam. 


P. F. van Vli.ssingen & Co., Helmond. 

Koniiiklijke Weefgoederenfabriek v/li C. T. Stork 
it Co., Hengelo. 

Nederlandsclie Plantenboter Fabriek, Amsterdam. 
Batavia Sea & Fire Insurance Co., Batavia. 



Packing Copra for Shipment in the Stores of the 
Holland-Ceylon Commercial Co. 


Tlie Netherlands Insurance Co. (Est. 1845), The Hague 

Tire Phoenix Assui-ance Co., Ltd., Liverpool, ilarine 
Department. 

Jurgens iMargarine Works, Nymegen, London. 

The Anglo-Dutch Milk & Food Co., “ Hollandia," 
Vlaardingen. ’ 

Claim and Settling Agents for Nord-Deutsche Ver- 
sicherungs Gessellschaf (and affiliated companies), 
Hamburg. 

Claim Agents for ^Mannheim and Continental Insur- 
ance Co., Mannheim. 
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COLOMBO COMMERCIAL COMPANY, LTD., Fort and Union Place. 


The Colombo Commercial Co., Ltd., was founded 
in 1876 for the purpose of acquiring' estates in 
Ceylon for the production and export of coffee. A 
few 3'ears later, however, the coffee industry 
declined owing to the spread of the coffee-leaf 
disease, and, like the other planting firms in the 
island, the company mentioned turned its attention 
to the cultivation of tea. 

In addition to the production of tea on its own 
estates, the company acts as agent for a number of 
sterling and rupee companies, and purchases 
largely for its export trade from the teas offered 
on the local market. In its premises at Colombo, 
occupying twenty acres, large quantities of tea 
are blended and repacked into lead packets, fanc)' 
tins and boxes, for shipment to all parts- of the 
world. 

Apart from the activities pertaining to the tea 
and estate agency departments, the major portion 
of the works is devoted to the manufacture of all 
kinds of tea and rubber machinery, not only for 
the planters of Ceylon, but also for those of South 
India and Java. The machine shops and wood- 
working mills are on a very comprehensive scale 
and fitted with up-to-date plants. 

In general constructional engineering the 
Colombo Commercial Co., Ltd., operates Avith 
similar completeness, and many buildings at 
Colombo and elsewhere in Ceylon bear Avitness to 
its capacity in that connection. 

The Colombo Commercial Co., Ltd., has greatly 
benefited Ceylon by the attention it has paid to 
suitable fertilisers for the island’s agricultural 
products and the very extensive business it has 
dcA’^eloped in their manufacture. It has large 
fertilising mills beside the main railway line at 
Hunupitiya, and has recently erected other big 
mills along the Kelani Valley railway line, about 
nine miles from Colombo. 

The company has also engineering AA'orkshops 
at Badulla and Kandapola specially devoted to the 
requirements of estates. Contiguous to the 
Colombo premises is the factory of the Colombo 
Lead Mills, Ltd., for Avhich it is agent. In that 
establishment is produced the linings of the chests 
in Avhich the tea of the Colombo Commercial Co., 


Ltd., and that of nian}' of the other exporlinir 
houses is shipped from the island. 

The two-storeyed building containing the com- 
pany’s administration offices in Colombo is known 
as Acland House, and Avas originally the mess 
quarters of the Ceylon Rifle Regiment. It stands 
in extensive grounds, and the upper portion forms 
the residence of the manager. 

The company’s London office is in Thames 
House, Queen Street Place, E.C. The codes used 
are Bentlej^’s, Kendall’s, and Lieber’s. 


Among the agencies held by the company are 
the folloAving : — 

Sole Agexts foe; 


Bii'km5we Bros., Calcutta; hessians and gunnies. 
C.C.C. tea rollers, roll-breakers, desiccators and scrap 
washers. 


David Bridge and Oo.’s rubber machinery. 

“ Day Elder ” lorries. 

Gillingham “ Bed Hand ” cement. 

I XL pruning knives. 

Leyland Motors, Ltd. 

Penman’s auto-e.xpressors. 

Savage’s tea cutters. 

Solignum wood preservative. 

Southwark cotton belting. 

'Tangyes, Ltd., oil and suction gas engines and tea 
rollers. 

Venesta, Ltd. 

“ Vulcan ” disinfectant. 

W. Gunther and Sons’ turbines and Pclton wheels. 

Agents fob Sterling Companies: 
Colombo Lend Mills, Ltd. 

Ellawatte Ceylon Tea Estates, Ltd. 

Hunasgeria Tea Co., Ltd. 

IMaylleld (Dimbula) Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Mooloya Estates, Ltd. 

Ouvah Ceylon Estates, Ltd. 

Eani Travancore Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Spring Valley Ceylon Estates, Ltd. 

Telbedde Ceylon Estates, Ltd. 

Agents and Secretaries for Ilt;pr.E Companies: 
Agra Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Baddogama Estate Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Bank of Uva, Ltd. 


Cullen Estates, Ltd. 

Kalkudah Coconut Estate Co., Ltd. 

Pitaknnde Tea Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

Rve Estate Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. , t 1 a,i 

London and Lancashire Insurance Co., Ltd., l^oncon 
and Liverpool. ,,, 

T'LArnnc nnrl AIaI-QOV M.'irinR IllSUranCC CO. , 


London. 


A. F. JONES and CO., General Exporters, Stratford Stores, Slave Island, 


Stratford Stores, the name of Messrs. A. F. Jones 
and Co.’s premises, is arresting, especially to 
people interested in the commerce and industry of 
Colombo. It might be regarded as indicating a 
general department store, such as obtains in Strat- 
ford, catering to uniA'crsal demand. Stratford 
Stores, Slave Island, are utterly different from 
that, and are devoted to the preparation and 
export of many of Ceylon’s products. Tea, for 
instance, is there tasted, blended, and packed for 
shipment to many parts of the Avorld. Cocoa, 


!siccated coconut, coconut-oil, citron(.!ia'|Ai!, 
anamon-oil, etc., are al.so handled by I'l 
, F. [ones and Co., whose business Avas stnrte 
191S. The partners are .Mr. A. F. Jones and 
r. H. ^V. Dainty. 

The firm operate likewise as general 
^ents, and are agents for the I.O..A. (/nsurance 
Australia). Their cable addrc.ss is 
olombo, and the codes used by them 
v’s, Lieber’s, A B C 5th edition, and prnatc. 
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FENTONS, LTD., Electrical Engineers and Contractors, 46, Union Place. 


Ix tiie wide rang^e of electrical engineering- and 
supplies, Messrs. Fentons, Ltd., operate with the 
specialised knowledge and skill that solve every 
problem by the most economical as well as the 
most efTective and speedy methods. In electrical 
work it is the little things that count, the little 
errors avoided, the anticipation of the little weak- 
nesses and flaws which, if neglected, lead to exten- 
sive and costly damages and repairs. Messrs. 
Fentons, Ltd., are particular .about these little 
things, and nothing is too great for them to under- 
take. Their supplies of electrical httings and 
accessories of all kinds provide object lessons in 
the multiplicity of things which electric science 
has evolved for the perfection of illumination and 
motive power. The exterior of their premises 
proclaims in arresting letters that they supply 
“ Switchboards, telephones, turbines, lamps, 
radio apparatus, dynamos, motors, repair 
mechanics available night and day, transformers, 
voltmeters, switches and electric fans for hire from 
Rs.2.50 per month. Fentons for everything elec- 
trical,” etc. 

The business was established in 1919 by Mr. H. 
Fenton, A.M.I.E.E., the managing director of the 
present limited liability company, which took it 
over in 1921. 

The telegraphic address of Messrs. Fentons, 


Ltd., is ” Electric,” and the codes used are the 
ABC 3th edition. Western Union, and Bentley’s. 



PREMISES OF FENTONS, LTD. 


They are agents for: — 

Philips’ Glowlampwoi-ks, Ltd. 

British Insulated Cables, Ltd. 

The Century Electric Co. 

Pritchett & Gold & Electrical Power Storage Co., Ltd. 
Peto ifc Radford. 

“ Higgs Motors,” Birmingham. 

McDowell & Co., Ltd., Madras. 

Marconi Wireless Telegraphy Co., Ltd. 

F. W. Berk & Co., Ltd. 

Burndept Wireless, Ltd. 

Sir W. G. Armstrong-Whitworth & Co., Ltd. 
Hydro-Electric Dept. 


GALLE FACE HOTEL COMPANY, LTD. 


The nucleus of the Galle Face Hotel was formed 
about 1SS5 Ly the construction of a building that 
had accommodation for about twenty persons, and 
was used chiefly as a resthouse b}' coffee planters. 
But the growth of Colombo led to a corresponding 


effected in the hotel has been great indeed. The 
establishment, built in the Renaissance style, occu- 
pies about five acres of land, gives employment to 
about 350 persons, and has accommodation for 
400 guests. The situation of the Galle Face Hotel 



GALLE FACE HOTEL. 


demand for first-class hotel accommodation, and 
accordingly the Galle Face Hotel was rebuilt on a 
arge scale — sufficient, it was thought, to meet all 
future requirements. That was in 1S94, 
and the metamorphosis which has since been 


is magnificent, and the warm, blue tropic sea 
comes up almost to its walls. The hotel is a little 
over a mile from the landing stage and about equi- 
distant from the main raifway station. In the 
lounge, or central hall, are to be seen, especially 
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during the tourist season, from November to April, 
people from every part of the world. For their 
comfort and convenience, there are long and com- 
fortably furnished verandahs, arranged so that 
they get the benefit of the breezes from the sea 
and land. The dining-room has seating capacity 
for 400 persons, and the kitchen and kindred 
sections are under the supervision of an experi- 
enced European chef. 

The bedrooms of the hotel are comfortably and 
tastefully furnished, and range from single rooms 
to luxurious suites commanding views that will 
remain in the memory. A large number of the 
apartments have their own bathrooms, and all of 
them are fitted with electric lights and fans. 

The spacious ballroom of the hotel presents a 
very gay and animated scene on the frequent dance 
evenings. The grounds and terraces of the hotel 

BRODIE and CO., LTD., Wholesale Wine and 

Most of the commerce of Colombo is transacted by 
firms very much alike in the scope of their activi- 
ties as general merchants and commission agents. 
Messrs. Brodie and Co., Ltd., however, have 
specialised exclusively in the wholesale wine and 
spirit trade since 1846, when their business was 
established. Their premises are admirably 
adapted for the purpose to which they are devoted ; 
and the portion fronting Chatham Street is an 
interesting example of how the Dutch built when 
the island belonged to Holland. Behind that 
section, with its thick walls and welcome shade, 
are the commodious stores which were erected for 
the firm between thirty and forty years ago. The 
object aimed at in their construction, evenness of 
temperature, has been fully realised, which is an 
important and valuable asset in a climate like that 
of Colombo, where it is very difficult to keep wines 
in good condition without the facilities possessed 
by Messrs. Brodie and Co. In their cool recesses 
are the bottled reminiscences of long past days in 


are exceeding!}’ pleasant, especially in the even- 
ings when Colombo’s famous sunsets transform 
sea and coast with a chromatic glory that is never 
duplicated and never can be. 

Not the least of the many attractions of the 
Galle Face is its sea-water swimming bath with 
dressing-rooms and fresh-water shower. The 
hotel has its own steam laundry, ladies’ and 
gentlemen’s hair-dressing saloons, tailors' sliop, 
pharmacy, post-office, etc. It has also a fleet of 
80 motor-cars, and experts are at the disposal of 
visitors for the purpose of mapping out compre- 
hensive tours in Ceylon at moderate rates. The 
wireless address of the Galle Face Hotel is “ Gall- 
facio,” Colombo, and the codes used are the .AllC 
5th edition and Bentle3'’s. Rooms at the hotel 
may be booked and deposit paid at any of tlic 
offices of Thomas Cook and Son. 

Spirit Merchants, 19, Upper Chatham Street. 

sunny lands, sunbeams appropriated by grapes 
in famous vine3’ards, usquebaugh that restores 
the accent of the glens and moors of the Celts, 
malt brews for thin and feeble folk, liqueurs for 
fastidious connoisseurs, and all kinds of beverages 
for all kinds of people. They import a good deal 
of wine in bulk, and their bottling department is 
equipped with modern machinery. 

The firm was formed in 1924 into the prc.scnt 
limited liability company, and the managing 
director is l\Ir. W. C. Brodie, son of the founder 
of the business. The other directors are Messrs. 
R. Robinson, S. M. M. Mac, L. C. Queen, M. ]• 
Carvalho, and L. F. Arnolda. Messrs. Brodie 
and Co., Ltd., are agents for Ainslic’s Royal 
Edinburgh whisk}’; J. and F. Martell’s brandies, 
Cognac; W. and A. Gilbey, Ltd., ports, gin, and 
whisk}', London ; Barclay Perkins, Ltd., London 
lager, London ; and J. Wix and Sons, “ Kensitas 
cigarettes, London. 


BROUGHAMS, LTD., Complete House Furnishers and Outfitters, York Arcade, Fort, 

and Front and Main Streets, Pettah. 


StJiT.A.BiLiTT is one of the most important consider- 
ations for a business catering to public require- 
ments. Consequently the new premises of Messrs. 
Broughams, Ltd., in York .Arcade, are admirably 
located, and very convenient for passengers land- 
ing from the steamers for shopping purposes. 
Gentlemen will find there an excellent assortment 
of outfitting materials well calculated to meet 
every requirement ; and special attention is devoted 
by the firm to the tailoring trade in all its branches. 
A very attractive selection is afforded in tropical 
suitings as well as in those for colder climes. Sar- 
toriar efficiency is primarily dependent upon 
accuraev of measurements and cut. and in that 
respect 'the facilities and resources of Messrs. 
Broughams. Ltd., are all that the most fastidious 
could desire. .All orders are fulfilled on the 


remises, and a feature is made of rapidity as well 
s efficiency of execution ; so that orders may h^-’ 
ompleted while the passenger remains in port. 

Messrs. Broughams, Ltd., arc importers of all 
inds of general household goods, curtains, tapes 
ries, upholstery materials, glassware,_crockcr}, 
tc. ; and at the corner of Front and Main Streets, 
'ettah, have an establishment devoted c-xclu.sne v 
) furniture, which they manufacture in all tle.sign- 1 
3 suit all exchequers. , 

The business was established m 1923., ' 

resent companv was incorporated on i ’ , 

St, 192G, the 'directors being .Messrs. J. ■ - 

onald, H. H. Brougham, AV. G. Beauchamp, and 
I. J. Adkins. The telegraphic 
' Smart,” Colombo, and the cocic used is 


s. 
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CUMBERBATCH and CO., General Merchants and Commission Agents, Ambawatte House, 

Vauxliall Street, Slave Island. 


TiiK premises of Messrs. Cumberbatch and Co., 
occupying- about three acres, have an appearance 
reminiscent of former times, when there were no 
great modern oilice buildings in Colombo, and the 
merchants arrived at and departed from their busi- 
ness places in horse-drawn vehicles, many with 
coachmen and footmen in gorgeous and dis- 



OFFICES OF CUMBERBATCH and CO. 


linctive liveries. If anyone connected with the 
business in its early years could visit the old 
premises now, much would be found as it used to 
be and very much that has altered considerably. 
The records of the concern go back to the 70’s of 
last century, when it was founded under the name 
of Sabonadiere and Co., and carried on as such 
until 1SS4, when the present designation was 
assumed. Coffee figured at first very largely 
amongst the firm’s exports, and after the failure 
of that industry Messrs. Cumberbatch and Co. 
turned their attention to tea, with ver}' gratif3-ing 
results, for they became one of the leading houses 


in Ceylon in that connection. Accordingly to-day 
the testing and blending of tea for shipment abroad 
are carried out b)' Messrs. Cumberbatch and Co. 
with the minute understanding that comes from 
long experience of that work. 

The firm are also exporters of rubber, and for 
that branch of trade they have an office at Kuala 
Lumpur, in the Federated Malay States. They 
are likewise importers of general estates’ supplies. 
The partners are Messrs. R. S, Templer, A. J. 
Denison, H.-V. Hill, C. C. Durrant, R. Whittow, 
and J. A. Loram. Messrs. Cumberbatch and 
Co.’s telegraphic address is “ Cumberbatch,” 
Colombo, and the codes used by them are the 
A B C 5th and 6th editions, Lieber’s, Bentley’s, 
and Broomhall’s rubber edition. The}”^ are agents 
for the following : — 

Inglis, Ltd., Melbourne, Sydney, and Brisbane. 

Cmbbe & Co. ; Dickson, Anderson & Co., Ltd., London 
.agents for the Scottish Trust ct Loan Co. of Ceylon. 

Deltenne Ceylon Tea Estates, Ltd. 

The St. George Rubber Estate, Ltd. 

The Glendon Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Rubber Estates of Bentota, Ltd. 

The Avon & Golconda.Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Lounnont Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Elmhurst (Ceylon) Tea & Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

The Palatine Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Strntheden Estate & Gautier de Ste Croi.-c & Sons. 

Agexts axd Seceetahies toe: 

Shalimar (Malay) Estate Co., Ltd. . 

The Ceylon Planters’ Rubber Syndicate, Ltd. 

The Rubber Growers Co., Ltd. 

Indo Mahay Estates, Ltd. 

The Bukit Darah (Selanger) Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Good Hope (Selanger) Rubber Co., Ltd, 

The Gonagama Rubber Co. (Ceylon), Ltd. 


CEYLON MOTOR TRANSIT COMPANY, Motor and General Engineers, 

Kanatte Road, Borella. 


Humax progress has always been indicated by its 
methods of transit, and probably the most momen- 
tous occurrence in that wonderful story was the 
advent of the first wheel, away back in the dim 
unrecorded past. Progress of every description 
generally meets at first with opposition. When 
Mr. T. W. Collette, founder of the Ceylon Motor 
transit Co., began hrs enterprising activities as 
pioneer of motor traction in Cejdon with a 
Thorne^'croft bus, the Government was against 
the scheme because of the damage it was feared 
vould be done to the roads. Mr. Collette, how- 
mer, overcame that opposition by importing the 
Commer ” vehicles made with wheels speciailjf 
constructed to prevent nny possibility of damage 
® tbe island’s highwa5-s ; and when he eventualty 
■"on the Government’s sanction, his efforts for the 
^pnomic development of Ceylon proceeded apace. 
_>s business, in Avhich he had been in partnership 
his brother, Mr. H. H. Collette, now 
- ecianical Engineer of the Colombo Municipal 
ouncil, was in 1921 formed into the Ce^don 
o or Transit Company, of which Jilr. T. W. 

2 G 


Collette is managing director ; and it contri- 
butes an important part to the motor transit 
facilities in Ceylon. For that purpose it has a 
fleet of thirty powerful vehicles, including the cele- 
brated “ Brockway ” motor lorries, for which it 
is agent, as well as the ‘‘ Commer ” and “ Benz ” 
omnibuses, which maintain the longest motor ser- 
vice in the island, extending from Borella to 
Batticola, on the eastern side of Ceylon. 

The premises of the Ceylon Motor Transit Co. 
have an area of about 3J- acres, and give employ- 
ment to about eighty workmen, who are engaged 
in everj-thing associated with repairs to motor 
vehicles and engineering. The company devotes 
special attention to the building of all kinds of 
motor bodies, and its stock of spare parts and 
accessories is of the most comprehensive charac- 
ter. The company has branch offices at Bandara- 
wela and Badulla. The telegraphic addresses are 
“ Bonanza,” Colombo; ” Tranzor,” Bandara- 
wela; and “ Omnibus,” Badulla. The code used 
is the 5th edition of the A B C. 




SEAPORTS OP liNDIA AND CEVLON. 


JOHN and CO., Photo Artists and Importers of 

No materials are more dependent on accuracy and 
suitability than those pertaining- to photography, 
which has now developed a range of operation far 
exceeding its pristine demarcations. Very much 
has been contributed to that development by the 
Agfa and Ilford manufactures, which are in such 


Photographic Materials. Head Office : Maradana. 

Messrs. John and Co., who are also dealers in and 
general importers of photographic materials o{ 
every description, which they obtain from firm's of 
world-wide fame in London. They also operate in 
all branches of photography, and devote special 
attention to portraiture, for which they have a 



NUWARA ELIYA BRANCH. 


KANDY BRANCH. 


PREMISES OF JOHN and CO. 


popular use throughout the world. Year after 
year these celebrated goods have seemed to reach 
their maximum in general merit and adaptability; 
but every now and then they exemplify some new 
improvement, some clever enhancement of stan- 
dard perfection : and now it appears impossible 
that anything further can be achieved which can 
add to the wonderful simplicity of modern photo- 
graphy and the results possible to even unskilled 
operators equipped with Agfa or Ilford outfits. 

The agents in Ceylon for these goods are 


large variety of backgroiiiuls and accessories. 
Their studio at Maradana has a floor space of ^50 
square feet, and is admirably equipped with every- 
thing for the production of the highest class o* 
work. Messrs. John and Co. know by long stud} 
and experience the exact psychological rnonu.it 
when and how to secure the expressions and atti- 
tudes best suited to their customers, and the mam- 
charming- examples of their ability in iliat eonn ' - 
(ion on view in their premises testify much m ore 
eloquently to the firm’s skill than couimn- o. 
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printed eulogy. Particular!}' noteworthy are their 
enlargements in black and white, sepia, and in 
colours, by clever artists. 

Messrs. John and Co. are also manufacturers of 
all kinds of printing' blocks. They have been 
established since 1919, and have branches at 
Kandy and Nuwara Eliya. They have also in the 
Fort, Colombo, another establishment devoted to 
the sale of photographic materials, book and 


general literature, stationery, curios and fancy 
goods, also view books and picture postcards of 
Ceylon reproduced from the firm’s own photos, of 
which they have a very large selection. Messrs. 
John and Co. are engaged in wholesale as well as 
retail trade. Their telegraphic address is 
“ Platino,” and their codes are the ABC 5th 
edition and Bentley’s. 


G. ROBERT DE ZOYSA and CO., Successors to A. H. MARSHALL and CO., 
Merchants, Exporters and Importers, Balers, Brush Manufacturers, Owners of Estates, Fibre 
and Desiccating Coconut Mills, and the CEYLON BRUSH MANUFACTURING CO., 

Fairfield House, Union Place. 


Messks. G. Robert De Zoysa and Co. are amongst 
the largest employers of labour in Ceylon, and 
have between 3,000 and 4,000 persons on their 
pay rolls. At Madampe they have what are said 
to be the largest fibre mills in the island. They 
are also the proprietors of the Nagoda fibre mills 
and the desiccating factory at Kandana. Their 
estates throughout the island aggregate about 
4,000 acres and are as follows; 

Dronioland Tea Estates. 

Maharappolla Rubber Estates. 

Anganaketiya Rubber Estates. 

Munnetva Rubber Estates. 

Galclinva Coconut Estates. 

Ganewatto Coconut Estates. 

Pannalla Group Estates. 

Kiniyania Group Estates. 

Madanipe Group Estates. 

Siri Sumana Groxip Estates. 

Pehebiakanda Cinnamon Estates. 

Dickduwa Cinnamon Estates. 

Messrs. G. Robert De Zoysa and Co. are also 
brush manufacturers, and operate in that con- 
nection under the name of the Ceylox Brush 
Maxupacturixg Co., which was established in 
1918. They manufacture brushes of every descrip- 
tion, and as the requisite materials are all obtained 
in Ceylon, it naturally follows that the firm are 


able to sell their excellent brushes much cheaper 
than similar imported articles. The Ceylon Brush 
Manufacturing Co. are contractors and suppliers 
to the Colombo Municipality, Kandy Municipality, 
Colonial Stores, Harbour Engineer, Walker Sons 
and Co., Ltd., Hunter and Co., Colombo Hotels 
Co., Ltd., etc. 

Messrs. G. Robert De Zoysa and Co. are like- 
wise exporters of Ceylon produce, and have 
agencies throughout the world. The chief com- 
modities dealt in by them are rubber, copra, coco- 
nuts, desiccated coconut, fibre of all grades, coir, 
yarn, cinnamon and other spices, etc. The pro- 
prietor of the concern, Mr. G. Robert De Zoysa, 
is the present Chairman of the Ceylon Low 
Country Products Association, and the firm are 
in a position to transact a very competitive trade. 

The business of Messrs. G. Robert De Zoysa 
and Co. was established in 1905, and carried on 
under the name of A. H. Marshall and Co. until 
1920, when the partnership was dissolved, and the 
concern was continued under its present name by 
Mr. G. Robert De Zoysa, who had been one of 
the principals of the former firm. The telegraphic 
address is “ Wick,” Colombo, and the codes used 
are the ABC 5th and 6th editions, Lieber’s, 
Bentley’s, Kendall’s, and private. 


PARAKRAMA ENGINEERING 

There is always room at the top for ability, always 
plenty of scope for the effort directed towards per- 
fection in ways and means. That fact is proved 
everywhere in all branches of business activity by 
the attaining of success in the face of powerful and 
long established competition. An excellent 
example of it is manifested by the development 
which has taken place in the Parakrama Engineer- 
ing Works. That undertaking was started in 
^925 with one engineer, a clerk, and two work- 
men, and the monthly turnover amounted to 
Rs. 400. Sixteen months later its staff comprised 
Upwards of 100 workmen, super\dsed by highly 
skilled European engineers, and the turnover had 
risen to more than Rs. 60,000 a month. By the 
time this volume is published these figures will 
probably be doubled, for when the writer inspected 
2 0 2 


WORKS, Skinner’s Road (South). 

the works the firm were making arrangements for 
transforming their premises into a very' large 



PARAKRAMA ENGINEERING WORKS. 


general engineering establishment, equipped with 
a powerful plant of up-to-date machinery' that 
would be able to meet every demand likel}' to be 
made upon it. As was stated in the local press, 
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The success of the Parakrama Eng'ineering' 
A\'orks is due to accurate workmanship, expert 
design, low rates and straightforward dealing. 
Repeated orders are its testimony.” 

The Parakrama Engineering Works undertake 
complete installations of all kinds of industrial 
buildings, factories, mills, aerial ropeways, hydro- 
electric plants, etc. They have attained particular 
fame for the supply and erection of bungalows of 
every description, in which they specialise with 
marked ability, and have erected these and other 
structures on very many estates tliroughout Cey- 
lon. ^ Besides their engineering activities they are 
also importers of hardware, "building materials, 
and bungalow fittings, galvanised corrugated and 
ceiling sheets, iron joists and steel sections, bolts. 


nuts and rivets, steam, gas, and water pipincr, 
English and Continental cement, paints and oils 
motor accessories, electrical bulbs and fittini^s! 
The firm are sole agents for Tip-top tiles. Dominion 
case hardening powder, Himalaya roller composi- 
tion, Heenen and Froude, Ltd., Manchester; 
Boulton and Paul, Ltd., Norwich; Armstrong and 
Co., Ltd., Vancouver; Condor Lamp Man^ufac- 
turmg Co., Venlo; and Anderson Gibb and Wil- 
son, Edinburgh. 

The founder and proprietor of the business is 
Mr. J. S. Parakrama, M.I.M.E., A.M.L, Min. E., 
who gained his engineering qualifications in Eng- 
land, where he had very extensive experience, 
including seven years with .'\rmstrong, Whitworth 
and Co., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


A. P. CASIE CHITTY, General Import and Export Merchant and Commission Agent, 

3a and 4 , Fourth Cross Street. Pettah. 


There is probably no Tamil famil)' in Ceylon 
better known nor longer established in the island 
than that of Casie Chitty, who, hailing originally 
from Benares, India, are particularly noted for 
their mercantile ability. A well-known member of 
that family is Mr. A. P. Casie Chitt)', who traces 
his ancestors in Ceylon back for fifteen genera- 
tions, and is one of the most successful business 
men there. Established since 1906, he is a large 
importer of groceries and provisions, wine and 
spirits, and his name in that connection is highly 
appreciated amongst manufacturers of such things 
in Great Britain, Germany, France, Belgium, 
Italy, etc. 

His imports of rice from India and Burma sup- 
ply the requirements of estates throughout the 
island. From Java reach him big quantities of 
sugar, and in the Jampettah suburb of Colombo 
he has an excellently equipped factory where he 
manufactures all kinds of boiled sweets from the 
finest cane-sugar. Contiguous to that factory, 
Mr. Casie Chitty owns a series of warehouses 
known as Mer\'yn’s Stores, built in 1924 on the 


latest scientific principles for the storage of mer- 
chandise, and let out to various prominent Euro- 
pean firms. The land occupied by him there covcr.s 
an area of ten acres and is of an estimated value 
of ten lakhs of rupees, 

Mr. Casie Chitty controls very much of tlie local 
liquor trade. He imports in bulk and his total 
operations are naturally on an extensive scale, 
including all the bottling of arrack for the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Casie Chitty is the financial partner in the 
Central Medical Stores described in the following 
article, and is also a partner in the firm of Sand 
and Co., exporters of rubber and other produce. 
In the Kotchena suburb of Colombo Mr. Ca.sic 
Chitty owns a large area of land which he i-s 
developing into a model settlement. At the time 
of writing he has built 40 houses there for the 
accommodation of some of the many people 
employed by him. Mr. Casie Chitty’s cal)lc 
address is ‘‘ Gemini,” Colombo, and the codes 
used bv him arc the A R C 5th editions, Lieher’s, 
Bentley’s, and private. 


C. GOMEZ and CO., Central Medical Stores, Main Street. 


Ix all English-speaking countries the name most 
frequently given to the principal thoroughfare in 
town and village is Main Street. Such is the 
designation of" the chief shopping thoroughfare 
in the busy Pettah district of Colombo, and pro- 
minent amongst the names there is that of Gomez. 
Prior to 1014 Messrs. Gomez and Co. operated as 
general importer.? and had their connections near 
and far. In that year, however, the concern was 
dissolved and onc'of the former partners, r^Ir. C. 
Gomez, continued business by opening the well- 
known estaiilishmcnt entitled the Central Medical 
Stores, where arc obtainable, as mighty be inferred 
from its name, pharmaceutical requirements of 
even- description. .-V considerable wholesale trade 
is transacted at the Central Medical .Stores, and 
through the firm’s connections at Kandy and 
Negombo retail chemists and druggists m Ceylon 


arc provided with the means of keeping their 
stocks fresh and pure. The establishment^ is a 
reliable place for the compounding of doctors’ pre- 
scriptions, and for that important work qualifu-' 
assistants arc employed. In partnership with Mr. 
Gomez is Mr. A. P. Casie Chitty, referred to m 
the preceding article. The business h.'is undergonc 
very successful development, anti now gives 
emplovment to upwards of 3^ persons, hrom tin,- 
firm’s'cxcellentiy got up catalogue is the following 
quotation which is significant of tlw policy by 
which the concern is conducted The man wJm 
stands behind the counter at tiie Centra! Medirai 
Stores is willing to stand behind the reputation 
of the groceries he sells. He knows th.it 
article measure- up to the bighes: st.m' an 
quality at low prices.” 
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NORMAN BLANDE and CO., Brokers and Advertising Contractors to the Ceylon Government 

Railway, 3d, Baillie Street. 


Mn. Nol^MA^' BiiAj:nK is a gcnUenmn of many 
activities, for which he is well qualified by his long 
residence at Colombo and his extensive experience 
of local trade. He was Tor nearly nineteen years 
connected with the firm of Tarrant and Co., in 
which he eventually became a partner and was 
manager of its import department. In 1926 he 
severed his connection with that concern and, 
starting in business on his own account, has made 
excellent progress. 

i\Ir. Blande operates as a share, exchange, 
freight and general produce broker, and is adver- 


tising contractor to the Ceylon Government Rail- 
waj’, controlling all the advertising space at 170 
stations throughout the island. His service and 
supplies in the latter connection include permanent 
enamelled iron plates of all sizes and styles; and 
inquiries regarding the rates for these excellent 
publicity mediums should be addressed to him. 

Mr. Blande is furthermore Member for the Fort 
district in the Colombo Municipal Council. His 
telegraphic address is “ Norbla, ” and the codes 
used by him are Bentlej^’s and Western Union. 


WALKER, SONS and CO., LTD., Engineers, Prince Street, Fort. 


CoiiOiino is noteworthy for its excellent engineer- 
ing establishments. 7 'he works of Messrs. 
Walker, Sons and Co., Ltd., for instance, cover 
an area of eleven acres and, under normal condi- 
tions, employ about two thousand men, who are 
engaged in the production of tea, rubber, coflee 
and water-power machinery, factory Ironwork, 
roof trusses, girder bridges, steel barges, tanks, 
etc. The works are in direct railway communi- 
cation with all parts of Ceylon, and have their 
own jetty to facilitate imports and exports of 
materials. 

The business was founded at Kandy in 1S54 
under the name of John Walker and Co., and 
during the next twenty years the firm specialised 
in the manufacture of coffee machinery for 
Ceylon, Java, Southern India, and Brazil. In 
1S70 the coffee industry of Ceylon reached its 
greatest development with the exportation of 
more than 1,000,000 cwts. of coffee; but from 
that date there was a rapid decline until leaf 
disease finally extinguished all the coffee planta- 
tions on the island. 

Whilst the planters were occupied with fresh 
products Messrs. John Walker and Co. were busy 
preparing for the removal of their workshops to 
Colombo, for it was recognised that with the 


completion of the southern arm of the break- 
water, the harbour was bound to increase rapidly 
in importance. It was also realised that the 
increasing tonnage entering it would mean corre- 
sponding increase of work in connection with 
steamer repairs, docking, etc., and hopes in these 
directions were ainpty justified. In this way the 
marine engineering side of , their business helped 
to compensate the firm for the loss of work up 
country through the failure of coffee. The trans- 
fer of the workshops from Kandy to Colombo 
took place in 1S80, and the new premises in 
Prince Street, Fort, were opened in 1881. 

In 1890 the firm was formed into a limited 
liability company. 

Owing to the continuous expansion of the busi- 
ness, the company was forced to consider the 
question of removing the workshops out of the 
Fort altogether and ultimately obtained from 
Government a lease of a suitable site adjoining the 
Graving Dock. On this site, in extent about 
nine acres, entirely new workshops were erected. 
They were formally opened on March 22, 1912. 

Messrs. Walker, Sons and Co., Ltd., have 
branches at Kandy, Talawakelle, Galle, Ratna- 
pura, and Bandarawela. 


F. X. PEREIRA and SONS, General Importers, Indent Agents, Manufacturers’ Representatives, 
Steamship and Insurance Agents, Ridgeway Building, Pettah. 


Veut many of the great number of people who 
pass through Colombo are only familiar with the 
shopping emporiums of the Fort, and are unaware 
of the attractions and advantages that await the 
discerning in the busy Pettah district that is only 
a short distance away by the first road to the left 
from the landing jetty. That district is full of 
stores, meeting requirements of every description, 
but none of them is more worthy of notice than 
Messrs. F. X. Pereira and Sons’, who have been 
established since i88g and are very well known 
among the permanent residents of Colombo and 
throughout the island. Their attractive establish- 
ment, -which gives employment to about sixty per- 
sons, is an excellent place for the supply of every- 
thing associated with a general department store, 
hut more especially for ladies’ and gentlemen’s 


outfitting, in which the firm have always specialised 
with marked success. Indeed, in that connection 
it is difficult to say to which sex they cater best. 
In their tailoring departments, giving employment 
to a large staff of expert workmen, the sartorial 
trade is administered with ability equal to that 
associated with the most noteworthy centres of 
fashionable decree. 

In the old records of the business is found the 
interesting fact that iMessrs. F. X. Pereira and 
Sons were specially appointed drapers to Sir West 
and Lady Ridgeway, when the former was Gover- 
nor of the island. Lad}' Ridgeway was a regular 
customer of theirs during her husband’s six years 
term of Governorship, and on leaving Ceylon she 
gave a testimonial to them, expressing her entire 
satisfaction with her dealings at their establish- 
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ment. The title of the latter, Ridgeway Building, 
commemorates that pleasant association. 

At Tuticorin Messrs. F. X. Pereira and Sons 
are manufacturers of iron safes and cash chests, 
and also are general motor engineers handling the 
Dodge and Overland cars, spare parts and acces- 
sories, etc. They are likewise at that place 
exporters of coconut fibre, senna and other pro- 
ducts, and importers of cement and building 
materials. During recent years they have 
developed their activities ver)"^ considerably as 
indent merchants for all classes of merchandise, 
manufacturers’ representatives, and general com- 
mission agents, and are agents for the following: 

The Scindia Steam Navigation Co.. Ltd. 

Sissons Brothers and Co., Ltd., Hull. 


^'hTmpfoi"' * (Wolveihampton), Ltd., Wolvcr- 

Goodwin & Co., Birmingham. 

British Manufacturers’ Agency. Ltd.. Manchester 
Lewis Banks & Co., Ltd., London. ' ' 

Deutsche Einkaufsgesellschaft. m.b. H. Hannover 
Plate and Van Heusde, A. sterda. 

Ltd., Takashimaya, Yokoliania. 

H. E. Travis & Co.. IManchestef. 

Evans and Weak, Ltd., London. 

Franz Gahlert & Sohne, Barensfein. 

The Universal Fire and General Insurance Co., Ltd. 
The Burma Fire and Slarine Insurance Co.. Ltd. 


The founder of the business, Mr. Francis X. 
Pereira, died in 1906, and since that date it has 
been carried on by his sons, the present partners 
being the Hon. I. X. Pereira, M.L.C. ; R. G. 
Pereira; J. E. .A. Pereira; J. L. Pereira; and 
J. R. T. Pereira. 


GEORGE STEUART and CO., Private Attorneys, Estate, Commission and Banking Agents, 

14, Queen Street. 


If it were possible for any of the Dutch colonists 
who lived at Colombo before its capitulation to the 
British in 1796 to return to it now, the name of 
Steuart would be familiar to them, for that was 
the name of the gallant Colonel who commanded 
the victorious British force to which the island Avas 
surrendered and became part of the British 
Empire. 

The name of Steuart has long been and is pro- 
minent and influential in local commerce. The 
firm so designated — George Steuart and Co. — 
dates its history back to 1837, and was founded by 
Mr. James Steuart, formerly Port Attendant at 
Colombo. The book written by that gentleman, 
Notes on Ceylon {and its affairs during a 'period 
of 38 years ending in 1855), was printed in 1862 
for private circulation, and contains very interest- 
ing and instructive information regarding the 
colony as it was in Mr. Steuart’s lifetime. 

The offices of Messrs. George Steuart and Co. 
form part of a block of buildings erected during 
the Dutch occupation of Colombo, and are 
among tlie few business structures that still remain 
as mementoes of the past. 

The firm are agents for the following : — 

Avbuthiiot, Latham & Co., Ltd., London. 

Colombo Commercial Co., Ltd., London. 

Did:son, Anderson & Co., Ltd., I.iOndon. 

M. P. Evans Co., London. 

George Williamson A: Co., London. 

J.Tjnes A. Hadden A: Co., London. 

Shand, Haldane A: Co., London. 

Taylor, Noble A: Co., Ltd., London. 

Willi.am Nevett k Co., London. 

Rowe, White A: Go., Ltd., London.' 

Gillanders, Arbutbnot A: Co., Calcutta and Rangoon. 

Fon IsscnANCi;: 

The Alliance A.ssurancc Co., Ltd. 

Tlie North British A- Mercantile Insurance Co. 

For. B.vskxrs; 

Coutts k Co. 

Bank o: LivciTXol k Martins, Ltd. 

The Westminster Bank, Ltd. 

Chas. Iloare A Co. 

Ulster B.iTik. Ltd. 

Bank of Montreal. 

National Provnneial Bank, Ltd. 


For Sterling Comi'.vkies ; 

The Consolidated Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Ceylon (Para) Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Duff Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Deviturai Rubber and Tea Estates Co., Ltd. 
Tlie Doranakande Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

The Elston Estate Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Gibson Estates, Ltd. 

The Glen Rubber and Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Hanipha (Ceylon) Tea & Rubber Co., Ltd. 
The Hard ford Estate, Ltd. 

The Hattangalla Tea k Rubber Estates Co., Ltd. 
The Kurugama Tea Estate, Ltd. 

The Kintyre Tea Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Nayabedde Estate Co., Ltd. 

The Standard Tea Co., Ltd. 

The .Sumtravalle Estates, Ltd. 

The Sunnygama Co., Ltd. 

The Talawakclle Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Tea Estates Control Co., Ltd. 


Agents .and Secretaries for Ritree CoMrANirs; 
The Albion Tea Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Arawaknmbra Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Ceylon Provincial Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Ceylon Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Dickapitiya Tea A: Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Dickoya Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Doono Vale (Ceylon) Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Easter Seaton Cocoannt Estates Co., Ltd. 

The Gangawatta Estates Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 

The Glenanorc Tea Co., Ltd, 

The Govinna Rubber Co., Ltd. 

The Hantane and BolIngalJa Estates Co., Ltd. 

Tho Holbrook Co., Ltd. 

The Karandagania Tea Co., Ltd. 

The Katabooln Co., Ltd. 

The Kirkkes Estate Co., Ltd. 

The Knavesmiro Estates Co., Ltd. 


rhe Lucky Land Te.a Co., Ltd. 
rho Mahanilu Tea Co., Ltd. 
riic Moolgania Estate Co., Ltd. 
riio Nahavilla Estates Co., Ltd. 
riic Narangotha Rubber Co., Lid. 
riic Raliatnngoda Tc.a Co,, Ltd. 
riio Ratwatta Cocoa Co., Ltd. 

Phe Remuria Rubber Co,, Ltd, 

Die Ryans Estates (of Ceylon), Ltd, 
rhe Shawl.snds Tea Co., Ltd. 
ha Stratnspev Ten Co., Ltd. 

Gie Svsfon Estates Co. of Ceylon, Ltd. 
rhe Ternjx. Tea k Itufd.er Co,, Ltd. 
['be Troon Tea Co,, Ltd. 
rbe Udawla Tea k RtsW.er bo., L‘d. 
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ARISTON GARAGE, 240a, Steiiart Place, Colpetty.’ 


The owner of a motor-car in Colombo is, in many 
respects, better off regarding- service and supplies 
than people who live in many of the provincial 
towns in Great Britain and other countries. As 
Colombo is so far away from the chief centres of 
industrial production, the Ariston Garage, like its 
competitors, is obliged to meet the most diverse 
requirements, many of which, in the smaller towns 
in the British Isles, for instance, would be referred 
to the manufacturers of the cars. That necessity 
is the mother of invention is demonstrated in the 
Ariston Garage, where a plant of machinery is in 
operation that covers every phase of skilled work- 
manship in connection with automobile repairs. 
It is, of course, impossible here to describe the 
work in the various departments, and the appli- 
ances with which that work is skilfull}' accom- 
plished. To do so would necessitate much space 
devoted to various machine tools, electric utilities, 
and manipulative adaptability only possible through 
long specialisation in distinctive operations, which 
in less up-to-date garages are often bungled over 


by workmen with limited knowledge and experi- 
ence of their trade. 

Although the business has been only estab- 
lished since 1923, the proprietors, Messrs. A. J. 
van der Poorten and F. Guillain, are motor engin- 
eering and electrical experts of extensive experi- 
ence. Mr. Guillain, for instance, is a specialist in 
the supply and erection of distillery plants, and at 
the time of writing the firm are making arrange- 
ments for launching out very largely in that con- 
nection. Their telegraphic address is “Selec- 
motor,” and the codes used by them are the 
ABC 5th edition and private. They are agents 
for Hotchkiss, Peugeot, Sizaire Freres, Amilcar, 
and Unic motor-cars ; Unic lorries ; Ariel, Monet 
and Goyen motor-cycles ; Marchal and Ducelliers 
electric equipments; L’Aster lighting sets; Tudor 
batteries ; Marvel mascots ; Wanguier electric 
motor pumps; Universal wood machine, “ Balley- 
dier ” and crude oil engines. The Ariston Garage 
is also service station for the Jowett, Paige, Bean, 
Adler, Opel, Benz, Swift, Maccar, Fafnir, and 
Lalicorne cars. 


CARGO BOAT DESPATCH COMPANY. 


The business of the Cargo Boat Despatch Co. was 
established in 1S66, and was taken over in 1915 
by the late Mr. P. Cosmas, who amalgamated 
with it the undertakings of the Colombo Water 
Boat Co. and Passe and Co. The Cargo Boat 
Despatch Co. has a fleet of 150 boats of all ton- 
nages, the average capacity being 40 tons each, 
also 3 steam tugs and a large fleet of motor lorries 
for transport work. It has its own boat-building 
yard at Peliyagoda, near the mouth of the Kelani 
River, and repairing yards at Kochchikade. 

The company operates as water suppliers, coal 


contractors, and stevedores, and lands cargo for 
various steamship lines. It also ships cargo to 
every line of steamers calling at the port of 
Colombo. There is also a forwarding branch 
attached to the business. The office premises of 
the company are leased from the Government. 
The partners in the company are Messrs. H. P. 
Cosmas, A. Zarephe, and John Cosmas. The 
manager is Mr. P. Muller. The telegraphic 
address is “Despatchco,” Colombo, and the code 
used is the ABC 5th edition. 


JOHN COSMAS, Importer, Exporter, and General Commission Agent, 17, Baillie Street. 


The name of Cosmas has long been associated 
with business activity in Colombo. The gentle- 
man indicated at the head of this brief refer- 
ence, Mr. John Cosmas, is a co-proprietor 
of the Cargo Boat Despatch Co. referred 
to in the preceding article. In 1918 he 
established a general merchandising business 
which is making excellent progress. Mr. 
Cosmas is an importer of piece-goods, sugar, 
hardware, and the infinity of things that come 
under the term of general sundries. As an 


exporter of Ceylon produce Mr. Cosmas handles 
chiefly rubber, copra, desiccated coconut, and cin- 
namon. He is agent for Cussons and Sons, manu- 
facturers of soap and perfumery, London, and 
Bontwevirij Insulinde, manufacturers of sarongs 
and comboys, Hengelo, Holland. The joint 
managers are Messrs. Chr. Christodoulis and S. 
Tiverios. His telegraphic address is “ johneos,” 
and the codes used by him are the ABC 5th and 
6th editions and Bentley’s. 


H. P. COSMAS and CO., General Merchants and Commission Agents, 2, Canal Row. 


Hesshs. H. P. Cosmas axd Co. are exporters of all 
kinds of Ceylon produce, but chiefly cinnamon, 
Copra, desiccated coconut, coconut oil, and cocoa, 
vhile as importers their principal lines are hard- 
vare, tools, and motor accessories. The founder 


and proprietor of the business is Mr. H. P. Cos- 
mas, who is one of the directors of the Cargo Boat 
Despatch Co. The firm’s cable address is 
“ Apollo,” and the codes used by them are Bent- 
ley’s and the ABC 5th and 6th editions. 
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E. G. NEGRIS and CO., Ship=chandlers, Import and Export Merchants, York Street 


One of the most recent of the commercial buildino-s 
in Colombo is that of Messrs. E. G. Negris and 
Co., which was completed in July, 1927. That 
firm are amongst the most notable of the local 
ship-chandlers, and supply fresh meat, vegetables, 
and everything pertaining to the commissariat of 
a steamer. They are also importers of piece- 
goods from England, Germany, Switzerland, and 

W. E. BASTIAN and CO., Paper Merchants, 

The great range in the qualities of paper supplied 
by Messrs. W. E. Bastian and Co. gives an idea 
of the remarkable development which has been 
attained in the paper-making industry, especially 
since 1862. Prior to that date paper was made 
from rags. Thereafter experiments began to 



PREMISES OF W. E. BASTIAN and CO- 


develop the use of fibrous materials in the form of 
chemical pulp. To-day raw materials of that char- 
acter are prepared in enormous quantities, and the 
evolution of the paper-making industry has been 
accompanied bv the invention of ingenious machi- 
nen.' that contributes very greatly to the many 
different qualities and varieties of paper now in 

THE COLOMBO SHIP SUPPLY CO., Ship 

It is but natural that at a great port like Colombo 
the trade of the ship-chandler should be well 
represented. Amongst the firms there engaged in 
that connection is The Colombo Ship Supply Co., 
whose services embrace everything associated 
with their vocation — provisions, water, etc. Their 
business was established in 1912 under the name 
of F. E. Porritt and Co., and carried on as such 


France, and also of the French “ Lalicorne " 
motor cars. The business was founded about a 
quarter of a century ago by its present proprietor, 
Mr. E. G. Negris, who is ably assisted in its 
management by Mr. A. C. Jordanidis. Messrs. 
E. G. Negris and Co.’s telegraphic address is 
“ Negrisco,” Colombo, and the codes used by 
them are the A B C 5th edition and Bentley’s. 

Stationers, Printers, etc., 13, Norris Road, Pettah. 

use, as exemplified by the supplies of Messrs. 
W. E. Bastian and Co. That firm’s assortments 
of general stationery and writing materials of 
every description are equally impressive, and are 
imported by them from the leading manufacturers 
in Europe and .America. Messrs. W. E. Basti.nn 
and Co. are also dealers in all kinds of fancy 
goods, gramophones, perfumery, etc. 

They operate very commendably as printers, and 
in their works in Fourth Cross Street is executed 
printing of every kind in Sinhalese and Tamil as 
well as in English, including beautiful colour work. 
An excellent example of their ability in that direc- 
tion is afforded by the Buddhist Annual of Cnjioit, 
which is always printed and published by Messrs. 
W. E. Bastian and Co. The firm are likewise 
noteworthy for their operations as manufacturing 
stationers, bookbinders, and machine rulers. 

The business was started in 1904 in a very .small 
way by Mr. W. E. Bastian, who had been for 
some years previously manager of a similar con- 
cern in Colombo. As time passed his undertaking 
clev^eloped very’ successfully, and now gives 
employment to about 150 persons. The two- 
storey building, in Norris Road, forming his retail 
store and offices, is his own property. It was 
erected for him in 1924, and is larger than might 
be inferred by its external appearance in the 
accompanying photographic reproduction. 

Messrs. W. E. Bastian and Co.’s telegraphic 
address is “ Paper,” Colombo, and they are sole 
agents in Cey'lon for the celebrated Carter’s ink’s 
and adhesives, and the ” M'^ebco ” gramophones 
Thev are sole importers into the island of the well- 
known ” Three Star ” notarial paper, Charles 
Walter and " Lion ” ledger account hook papers 
.and ” Sri,” ” L.anka,” and “ Wcbco ” writing 
and printing papers.” 

chandlers. Provision Dealers, 41, Baillic Slrcct, 

until 1925, when it assumed its present designa- 
tion. The proprietor is Mr. h. h- Porritt, wiio 
is the only European operating exclusively a s.np- 
supplv concern at Colombo. The telegrap. i' 
address is ” Colsupco,” and the codes used :inr 
Scott’s loth edition, .\ B C 5th edition, Bcnth^. 
and Stand.ard. The company are agents for tie. 
Imperial .Merchant .Service Guild. 
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HILLMAN, BECK and CO,, Importers of Musical Merchandise ; Tuners, etc.. Union Place, 


The handsome building in wliich Messrs. Hillman, 
Bcclc and Co. are located was formerly a private 
residence, and when they removed, there from 
their original quarters in the Consistory Buildings, 
Front Street, the}- converted it into an admirable 
place for the activities of a business devoted in 
a very special manner to the attraction and 
enhancement of home life. A home without 
music, for instance, falls short of the ideal ; and 
as music is the most spiritual of all the arts, its 
cfl'eets on the character and happiness of people 
are not to be measured in terms of material 
things. In that connection it would be very 
interesting, were it possible, to know the things 
that have resulted through their pianos, organs, 
and other instruments in homes throughout 
Colombo and, indeed, in all parts of the island. 
Messrs. Hillman, Beck and Co. are importers of 
musical merchandise of every description, and 
their supplies include, therefore, the most com- 
prehensive selection of all the means for the crea- 
tion of sweet sounds by the breath or the fingers, 
the two ways by which the intangible infinity of 


music is rendered discernible to the physical sense. 
They are as ready to equip a complete orchestra 
as to meet any specialised requirements in pianos 
and organs, and are agents for the “ Rogers,” 
“ Hopkinson,” and “ Brasted ” pianos, all of 
English manufacture. 

They are the only firm in Ceylon operating in 
connection with church organs, and devote special 
attention to the skilful execution of repairs of all 
kinds and also to tuning. 

Each of the partners is a Member of the Piano- 
forte Tuners’ Association of London. They com- 
prise Messrs. H. L. Hillman and R. C. P. Beck, 
who learned their trade with Chappell, of London, 
and P. Silverman, who was trained with Collard 
and Collard, London. They all went to Ceylon 
in the employ of Messrs. H. W. Cave and Co., 
and left that firm in 1922 in order to start in 
business for themselves. 

It may be mentioned that the firm’s premises 
are very frequently used for musical recitals and 
concerts, which are much appreciated by the local 
musical community. 


H. DON CAROLIS and SONS, Furniture Manufacturers and Complete House Furnishers 
General Importers and Commission Agents, 52=55, First Cross Street, Pettah. 


The business of Messrs. H. Don Carolis and Sons 
has the distinction of being the largest of its kind 
in Ceylon, if not in the entire Orient, and their 
enterprising specialisation in the manufacture of 
furniture and the supply of household equipments 
has gained for them the term of the “ Maple ” 
of the East. In the firm’s showrooms in First 
Cross Street and Keyzer Street, Pettah, covering 
an area of about an acre, with a window display 
on the ground floor of about 300 feet, are furni- 
ture and general household requirements of the 
most comprehensive description, from the 
cheapest equipment for the humblest homes to the 
rich and exquisite woodwork, upholstery, and 
objects of art for the largest of mansions. 
Besides the firm’s own manufactures, chiefly in 
native woods like nadun (Ceylon walnut), satin, 
ebony, calamander, and jak — the latter assuming 
With age a rich mahogany colour — Messrs. H. 
Don Carolis and Sons are large importers of rose- 
wood and bentwood furniture, lamps, crockery, 
bedsteads, spring mattresses, clocks, hardware, 
carpets, plated ware, pianos, gramophones, etc., 
being in fact universal providers in all that relates 
to domestic and office equipment. Their produc- 
tions are made at their excellent steam furniture 
Works in Slave Island, which are equipped with 
the latest Western machinery. 

■I tie manufacture and sale of furniture formed 
the initial activities of Messrs. H. Don Carolis 
und Sons ; and while they are still so largely 
engaged therein, their business has at the same 
time developed very considerably in other direc- 


tions. Thus, they are extensive importers of 
cycles, tools, agricultural implements, cement, 
galvanised iron, general hardware and building 
materials. They have also in Pettah a motor 
garage, where repairs of all kinds to cars are 
promptly and skilfully executed, and are agents 
for the American “ Gardner ’’ and “ Elcar ’’.cars. 
The motor department is being developed con- 
siderably, and is in charge of one of the founder’s 
grandsons, hir. Rajasinghe Hewavitarne, who 
followed his long college career in England by 
a course of study in the -celebrated Humber 
works, Coventry. 

Messrs. H. Don Carolis and sons are agents 
and secretaries for the Ceylon Safety Matches 
hlanufacturing Co., whose works in Bambalapi- 
tiya, giving employment to about 200 persons, 
produce on an average about 15,000 gross boxes 
of matches per month. They are also agents and 
secretaries for the Low Country Food Products, 
Ltd., and agents for the famous Rudge-Whit- 
worth cycles. 

The business of Messrs. H. Don Carolis and 
Sons gives employment altogether to upwards of 
750 persons, and was started in i860 by 
Mudali5-ar Don Carolis Hewavitarne, who died 
in 1906 at the age of 73. He was a gentleman 
of pure Sinhalese and Buddhist origin and cul- 
ture, having received his education at the 
Buddhist Monaster}- of Raja Maha Vihare, near 
Matara, in the south of the island. He was an 
expert in astrological mathematics, and was the 
first to print the Sinhalese Astronomical Tear 
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Boole. A student of Brahminical and Buddhist 
spiritual literature, he was one of the founders of 
tlie Vidyodaya College — an institution for training 
Buddhist monks — ^which he supported throughout 
his life. He was also a large-hearted, open- 
handed man, and his munificence to the poor, the 
sick, and the needy eventually came to the notice 
of the Ceylon Government, which honoured him 
with the rank of Aludaliyar. The last act of his 
life was the setting apart of Rs. 30,000 for the 
spread of industrial education in Ceylon among 
Buddhists by sending suitable Buddhist young 
men to Japan to learn Japanese industrial methods, 
from which resulted the establishment of the 
Ceylon Safety Matches Manufacturing Co., 
already referred to, the Hewavitarne Weaving 
School at Rajagiriya, where weaving and kindred 
subjects are taught, and the Hewavitarne Dyeing 
School at Peliyagoda. Both the latter institu- 


tions are managed by past scholars of the scholar- 
ship founded by the Aludaliyar, who thus revived 
in the island the arts of weaving and dyeing that 
had been in decadence for many years. 

After the Aludaliyar’s death the business was 
carried on by his two sons, the late Edmund and 
Simon Hewavitarne. The latter. Air. Simon 
Hewavitarne, left a bequest for the printing and 
free distribution abroad of a series of Buddhist 
literature, and that series has, in the opinion of 
AVestern scholars, contributed ver}' largely to the 
satisfactor}" state of orthodox Buddhism. The 
business is now managed by the last surviving 
son, Dr. C. A. Hewavitarne (ably assisted by his 
brother-in-law, Air. J. Aloonesinghe) in partner- 
ship with Alessrs. Neil Hewavitarne, R. Hewavi- 
tarne, Sanath Aloonesinghe, Kumaradasa Aloonc- 
singhe, Piyadasa Aloonesinghe, and Daya 
Hewavitarne. 


P. C. FERNANDO and CO., Contractors, Stevedores, Ship=chandlers, 24, Upper Chatham Street. 


Whex the business of Alessrs. P. C. Fernando 
and Co. was started under the name of H. P. 
Fernando and Co., about half a centur}' ago, the 
sailing ship still retained the romance and glamour 
of the sea, and the premises of the firms who 
then specialised in meeting ships’ requirements 
were certainly very interesting, for their stocks 
were much more individualistic and suggestive of 
the ocean than those which pertain to the ship- 
chandler}^ trade in these greatly changed times. 
Some of the old establishments in question, which 
the Avriter remembers, included in their wonderful 
assortments articles that were always associated 
Avith life on the ocean Avave — shapely figureheads, 
guns, cutlasses, masts, cordage, sails, com- 
passes, canned goods, fruits, etc. Alany changes 
have, therefore, taken place in Alessrs. P. C. 
Fernando and Co.’s A'oeation since the ” AA^iite 
Wings of the Sea ” still carried much of the 
Avorld’s merchandise, and had not been ousted by 


the prosaic but more utilitarian steamers. Their 
business, hoAvever, has always kept in line with 
changing conditions, and they are ever ready, as 
they haA'e ahAmys been, to supply at the shortest 
notice, canA'as, rope, deek and engine stores, 
Avater, fresh meat, provisions, etc. Tlic firm are 
contractors to the Orient Line, Glen Line, Clan 
Line, Dollar Steamship Co., Osaka Shosen 
Kaisha, Furness, Withy and Co., etc., and refer- 
ence may be made to Alessrs. Whittall and Co, 
and James Finlay and Co., Ltd., Colombo, in 
respect of the firm’s steamship connections. The 
partners are Messrs. P. Charles Fernando and 
A. R. Fernando. Their telegraphic address is 
“ Stebash,” and their codes Scott’s loth edition 
and the ABC 5th edition. Alessrs. P- C. 
Fernando and Co.’s agents in England arc Ross, 
Schoefield and Co., Ltd., 15, BrunsAvick Square, 
LiA’erpool. 


THE COLONIAL MOTOR AND ENGINEERING CO., LTD., 91 and 93, Union Place. 


Ix 1909 the motor A-ehicle Avas only in its infancy 
in comparison Avith its present condition and A-ast 
trade, and the motor cars of that period in 
Ceylon, amusing in their crude capacity and 
appearance Avhen contrasted Avith those of the pre- 
sent d.ay, gaA-e little indication of the great 
dcA’elopment Avhich aa’Us to be effected in their 
manufacture. In the year mentioned the nucleus 
of The Colonial Alotor and Engineering Co.’s 
business Avas formed as a small concern devoted 
more especially to tlie repair of cycles, Avhich at 
that time Avere still triumphant on the roads of 
the Avorld. Soon after it aa-.us established, the 
company imported one of the Fiat motor cars, 
and Avith the advent of that 40 h.p. vehicle, tlie 
character of the undertaking Avas altered into har- 


mony Avith the groAving demands of the new trans- 
portation that Avas doing and has done so much 
For the development of the industries of Ceylon. 

The story of the phenomenal expansion of tin- 
motor industry has no more interesting and 
impressiA’c example of tlie universal recognition of 
Fine Avorkmanship in that connection than the story 
if the Fiat factory at Turin. That great e-,lah- 
iishment aams started in 1900, and the cars pro- 
juced there soon AA’on such remarkable succes'-e > 
n mcing competitions, and proved so eminently 
jfficient under tests of every description, that they 
jecame in great <Iemand in all parts of the .'.oi' < . 
5o much indeed has their popularity grown that 
he Fiat factorv has the distinction of pov.esMng 
he largest building in the wo.dd devoted exclu- 
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sivel_v to tlie manufacture of motor cars. TJiat 
establishment, one of the series comprising' the 
Fiat works, gives employment to close on ao,ooo 
workmen, and has on its roof a testing track three- 
quarters of a mile long. The Fiat cars are to be 
found wherever there exists the desire for 
superiority in all the details that contribute to 
comfort, speed, durability and appearance in the 
construction of motor vehicles. In Ceylon, as in 
all other countries, the Fiat cars have demon- 
strated their wonderful adaptability to every road 
and climatic condition. The exclusive agents for 
them in the island have ahvavs been and are The 
Colonial Motor and Engineering Co., Ltd., whose 
works in Union Place, employing about loo 
persons, are popular for the skilful manner in 
which all the work there is performed, including 
repairs and the building of motor bodies of every 
description. At the time of writing, arrangements 
arc being made for the transformation of the 
entire premises into motor works on a scale of 


very considerable magnitude. This will include 
a two-storeyed workshop which will be one of the 
largest of its kind in Ceylon. Besides the works 
in Union Place, the company has in Cotta, on the 
outskirts of the city, another establishment devoted 
chiell)’’ to the supply of petrol and service to the 
’bus traffic of that district. 

The Colonial Motor and Engineering Co., Ltd., 
is the special service depot for the Essex and 
Singer cars, the sales of which are handled by 
the Essex and Singer Agency, and for these, as 
well as for the Fiat cars, it keeps a very com- 
prehensive stock of spare parts and accessories. 
The managing director of the company is Mr. 
F. J. de Saram, who has been associated with 
it since 1919, and to whose able control is due 
the successful development which the concern has 
since attained. 

The company’s telegraphic address is 
“ Menco,” Colombo, and the code used is 
Bentley’s. 


KENNEDY and CO., Importers of Boots and Shoes, “ Times ” Building. 


The name of Kennedy in Colombo is a popular 
association of footwear, and it has become so 
because of the exclusive specialisation devoted in 
the Kennedy store to boots and shoes and hosiery 
to match. In that respect the establishment 
differs from all other stores in Ceylon, and is one 
of the most noteworthy concerns of the kind in 
the Orient. Specialisation makes for increased 
knowledge and skill in any direction, and in 
Messrs. Kennedy and Co.’s establishment it is 
■v'ery apparent to people able to appreciate the 
difference between merchandise collected without 
discrimination for sale at the greatest profit and 


that which is the result of continual attention 
directed to everything pertaining to comfortable 
fit, elegant appearance, and durability in foot- 
wear. It is that knowledge which is at the back 
of Messrs. Kennedy and Co.’s importations from 
the leading sources of supply in England, France, 
Switzerland, America, etc., for the firm know 
footwear better than anything else, and 
Mr. Alexander Kennedy, the principal, has spent 
his career in all branches of the trade. Mr. 
Kennedy opened his present store in 1920, and 
its trade has developed considerably. 


C. S. ANTONY and CO., Exporters and 

The influence of Messrs. C. S. Antony and Co. 
m local trade is far reaching, and their ware- 
houses and mills, occupying an area of about 
seven acres and giving employment to about 500 
persons, are amongst the largest establishments 
of the kind in Colombo. At these impressive 
premises are handled all the products of Ceylon ; 
but special attention is paid by the firm to tea, 
which they bulk and packet and ship on an exten- 
scale under their own labels registered in 
Europe and elsewhere. Each of the large tea 
exporting houses has some characteristic in its 
activities peculiarl}' its own. Thus while Messrs. 

C. S. Antony and Co. supply many markets, they 
are exceptional!}' prominent in the tea trade of 
ffypf, and to that country as well as to the 
evant and South America they ship most of their 

Messrs. C. S. Antony and Co. are likewise large 
^^P°’'fars.of coconut oil, copra, plumbago, etc. ; 
w ule as importers their chief commodities are 


Importers, Chartered Bank Building. 

liquor, piece-goods, momi tea chests, hardware, 
and building materials. 

The business is an eloquent testimony to the 
enterprise and ability of its founder and proprietor, 
Mr. C. S. Antony, J.P., who started it in 1886 in 
a small way. To-day the firm are known through- 
out the world and have agencies in London, 
Marseilles, Hamburg, Barcelona, Bilbao, Genoa, 
Cyprus, Port Said, Suez, Alexandria, Cairo, 
Malta, Suakim, Abyssinia, Zanzibar, Mombassa, 
Lama, Djibouti, Aden, Bombay, Karachi, Penang, 
Singapore, Shanghai, Tokyo, Osaka, Yokohama, 
Sechelles, Madagascar, Persian Gulf, Honolulu, 
San Francisco, Chicago, New York, Boston, 
Seattle, St. John’s, Buenos Ayres, Wellington, 
Melbourne, Valparaiso, and other parts of the 
world. Their telegraphic address is “ Elephant,” 
Colombo, and the codes used by them are the 
ABC 4th and 5th editions, Lieber’s, and 
Bentley’s. 
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ARMSTRONG’S TOURIST AGENCY, Church Street and York Arcade Fort, 


No country offers g-reater diversity of beautiful 
scenery than Ceylon, and for the many thousands 
of people who visit Colombo every year, but only 
make a brief stay at the port, Armstrong’s Tourist 
Agency provides a service worthy of the highest 
commendation. Established in 1920, this excel- 
lent business, under the personal direction of its 
founder and proprietor, Mr. C. D. Armstrong, is 
utilised by Government House when occasions 
arise for guests of that establishment to tour the 
island. Accordingly Armstrong’s Minerva Ser- 
vice has conveyed many celebrities about Ceylon, 
including the King and Queen of the Belgians, the 
Crown Prince and Princess of Sweden, Prince 
George, etc. 

It is very important that visitors to Colombo 
should avoid the unreliable cars and drivers with 
whom they may be pestered on landing. The 
roads throughout Ceylon are uniforml)' good, but 
the enjoyment of travelling over them in the Arm- 
strong Tourist Agency’s cars is greatly enhanced 
by the comfort of the vehicles and the absolute 
reliability of the chauffeurs. Moreover, the latter 
all speak English, and are by years of service 
competent to act as guides to the island. The 
fleet consists of 80 modern cars — five and seven 
seaters — and is utilised by most of the shipping 
lines, as it is recognised by the passenger agents 
that only thoroughly reliable service must be pro- 
vided for local excursions and day trips to Kandy. 

If the steamer remains at Colombo for nine 
hours or more, the opportunity should not be 
missed of visiting Kandy. Situated 1,600 feet 
above sea level, amid scenery of indescribable 
beaut}', the capital of the last of the Kandyan 
kings offers attractions to the tourist elsewhere 
unequalled. The motor drive of 3-3 hours, at small 
expense, begins with the low country, where the 
scenes of Ceylon village life are very interesting 
and in many respects unique. Entering the moun- 


tains from the fiftieth mile, the air becomes cooler 
while the scenery during the last part of the jour- 
ne} IS beyond description. Other longer or shorter 
tours can be arranged, notably the one to Mount 
Eavinia for the delightful bathing at that popular 
place. ^ 

The cable address of Armstrong’s Touri.st 
Agency is “ Awake,” and the codes used are 
Bentley s and private. The firm is agent and 
correspondent in Ceylon for the following: 

Raymond & Whitcomb Co., U.S.A., tours and 
Cruises. 

Frank Clark, U.S.A., Tours and Cruises. 

Edward Grey’s World Tours. 

Hudson !Motor Car Co. 

Burns, Philp & C-o., Ltd., Australia, I’ours. 



PART OF FLEET OF So MOTOR CARS OWNED 
BY ARMSTRONG’S TOURIST AGENCY. 


Slacdonald, Hamilton i Co., India-Ceylon Tours. 
H. Jliddlebrook, Ltd., U.S.A. 

John Hamilton it: Co., Tours. 

William Allison & Co., Tours. 

Australia Travel Service. 

Frame’s Tours. 

Intel national Tours. 

Gillespie, Kini>orts it Beard's World Tours. 
Northern Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Dean & Dawson, Ltd. 

Goo. Lunn’s Tours. 


T. S. SABAR and CO., Import and Export Merchants and Commission Agents, d5, Keyzer Street. 


Like many other important things tersely 
expressed in popular phraseology and conception, 
the term ‘‘ piece-goods ” covers one of the 
greatest departments of commerce and industry. 
Textiles, or woven materials ! Consideration of 
the vast range of goods embraced therein, and 
also of the overwhelming variety of designs in 
which they arc made, the infinite variety of their 
chromatic effects, the endless difference in quality 
and texture, and the continual multiplicity of 
standard pattern and idiosyncra.sy throughout all 
the wide field presented by such neces.sitous 
materials, gives appreciation of the knowledge 
.and experience necessary lor the successful man- 
ngernent of a business like that of Messrs. F. S. 
Sabar and Co., who are among.sl tlic leading 
importers of piece-goods in Ceylon, and through 
them manv retail merchants throughout the island 
obtain their supplies. 


Messrs. T. S. Sabar and Co. are also importers 
of hardware, fancy goods, and general .sundries. 
•Another important section of their husine.ss E 
represented by their fibre mill.s, St. Joseph s 
Stores, Grand Pass, Colombo, where they employ 
a large number of persons. They are exporters 
of fibre, desiccated coconut, copra, coconut-oil, 
tea, cocoa, cinnamon, papainc, citronclla-oil, etc., 
and are agents for Atkinson’s celebrated p* r- 
fumery, the Bata slioes of Zeclio Slovakia, and 
•Muller, McLean, and Co., shippers of American 

good.s, New York. ^ • c t - 

The proprietor of the business, Mr. 1 . .S. - a m< , 
established it in 1917, but hat! been, dining ■ a 
precetling quarter of a century, eng.tgfd e o- 
various other lorn! firm'-, .‘■o that he h.i'' h.to a 
long and varied experi-nc-e of cornme.'cial ren- 
ditions and potentialities in Colombo. 
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THE CEYLON MOTOR COMPANY, No. 23, Colpetty. 


Tm: company in Bcltrinm manufacluring llic cele- 
brated Minerva motor cars beg:an their operations 
at the commencement of the automobile industry 
in iS9“, and tiieir various models have always been 
an epitome of the latest advances in scientific 
invention and quality of workmanship. That is 
why every Minerva owner is proud of his posses- 
sion. He appreciates its easy handling'; he likes 
the smooth and silent power output of the engine ; 
and he delights in its safe docility and robustness. 
If some competition should be held amongst motor 
experts as to the car most nearly approaching per- 
fection, it is certain that the Minerva would be well 
to the forefront amongst the choice of such 
experts. Eloquent testimony as to the high esteem 
in which the Minerva cars are held may be indi- 
cated by the fact that several sovereigns, high 
Government officials and other persons of excep- 
tional status utilise them year after year. In 
Ceylon they are sold by The Ceylon Motor Co., 


who have also happily combined with them the 
sale of the British Vulcan lorries, busses, and 
other heavy transport vehicles. 

The business of the Ceylon Motor Co. was 
established in 1907 under its present name, which 
was subsequently changed to Ceylon Motor Co. 
(Lover Bros.), chiefl}' in connection with the let- 
ting out of cars on hire; but Avitli the develop- 
ment of its sales and other departments, the hiring 
section was sold and is now operated by another 
firm. Thereafter the original designation was 
resumed. 

The company’s present handsome premises in 
Colpetty were built in 1925, and are admirably 
adapted for their purpose, which includes repairs 
of all kinds to all makes of cars. The partners 
are Messrs. R. R. B., A. E. B., and F. B. B. 
Lover, and the telegraphic address is “ Lover,” 
Colombo. 


A. SANKAR lY'^ER, IMamifacturers’ Representative and Agent, 5, Main Street. 


Thk ramifications of modern commerce have 
developed enormously, and all the markets of the 
world are intimately related and upheld very influ- 
entially by manufacturers’ representatives and 
agents, such as Mr. A. Sankar Iyer, through 
whose sersdees merchants in Ceylon obtain their 
supplies of goods famous everywhere, as, for 
instance, Peak, Frean and Co.’s biscuits, Pears’ 
soap, and C. and E. Morton’s groceries and pre- 
served foods, for which he is agent. Mr. A. 
Sankar Iyer is very well known and esteemed in 
business circles in Colombo, where he has been 


engaged in commerce for a quarter of a century. 
From 1908 to 1927 he was manager of the business 
of A. \L R. A. Adycappa Chetty, referred to on 
page 4S6. He is, therefore, thoroughly well 
versed in local mercantile conditions and poten- 
tialities and excellently qualified to look after the 
interests of the firms whose affairs in the island 
are entrusted to him. Mr. Sankar Iyer’s tele- 
graphic address is “ Watch,” Colombo, and the 
codes used by him are the ABC 5th and 6th 
editions, Bentley’s, and private. 


CEYLON AUTO CARRIERS COMPANY, Hyde Park Corner. 


At Hyde Park Corner, opposite to the magnifi- 
cent old banyan tree which is one of the sights of 
Colombo, are the premises of the Ceylon Auto 
Carriers Co., covering an area of about an acre 
and a half, and giving emplo3'ment to about 230 
persons. That important establishment is an 
excellent illustration of the great development 
which has taken place in the local motor car 
trade, and the facilities and resources which have 
been evolved to meet its requirements. 

Garages in the United Kingdom are usually of 
small dimensions, with simple equipment and 
minimum stock, because of their comparative 
proximit}' to the great centres of actual production. 
In Great Britain, therefore, similar necessity does 
not exist as in Ceylon for establishments so com- 
prehensive in their serrdee and supplies as that 
of the Ceylon Auto Carriers Co., where work is 
done that embraces the whole range of motor 
engineering. The thorough manner in which 
repairs of ever)' description are performed there 
testifies eloquently to the efficiency witli which the 
business is conducted. 

The premises have recently undergone complete 
remodelling and transformation, and the many 


visitors who go to Hyde Park Corner to see the 
famous tree there are, after their inspection of it, 
provided with a very interesting motor exhibition 
in the company’s large and handsome new show- 
room, which has a frontage of 210 feet. The 
magnificent plate-glass windows and other 
appointments were imported from England. The 
cars displayed in their glory of shining enamel and 
electro-plate provide interesting comparisons in 
appearance and capacity, and include the Rugby, 
Flint, Locomobile Junior 8, Reo, Darracq, Clement 
Talbot, Panhard, and Swift vehicles and the 
Stewart motor trucks, for which the firm are 
agents. 

The Ceylon Auto Carriers Co. operate also as 
transporters of goods of every description, and are 
Government mail carriers. Although only estab- 
lished in 1924 the business has grown very con- 
siderably, thanks to the ability brought to bear on 
all the details of its administrative and executive 
departments. There are branches of it at Hapu- 
tale and Hatton. The company’s cable address is 
‘‘ Dandico,” and the codes used are Bentley’s and 
the ABC 6th edition. 
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A. Y. DANIEL and SON, Auctioneers, Brokers, Appraisers, and Commission 

19, Bailiie Street. 


The large and handsome office buildings which 
have been erected during recent years in Colombo, 
especially in the principal European business 
district called the Fort, have entirely changed the 
appearance of that place from what it was when 
the business of Messrs. A. Y. Daniel and Son 
was founded in 1880. At that time the local 
thoroughfares still retained the quaint and pic- 
turesque aspects of the past, and life in the then 
little capital of Ceylon was more leisurely and 
enjoyable than it is in these days of vast develop- 
ment and competition in every department of 
human activity. Nevertheless, Bailiie Street, 
where Messrs. A. Y. Daniel and Son have been 
located since the commencement of their business, 
is still reminiscent of Colombo as it was, and 
through the doors of that firm’s premises, for- 
merly the local branch of the National Bank of 
India, Ltd., come and go goods and chattels of 
the most varied description, ranging from the 
latest productions of the world’s chief sources of 
supply to rare and interesting articles that were 
prized possessions when the flag of Holland 
fluttered on the ramparts of the Fort in the eigh- 
teenth century. An establishment like that of 
Messrs. A. Y. Daniel and Son is always interest- 
ing to the discerning eye and understanding mind, 
and many excellent bargains may be obtained at 
their auction sales, when are disposed of, to the 
advantage of everyone concerned, anything that 
can be regarded as collateral for cash. 


Messrs. A. Y. Daniel and Son 
of landed estates, etc., for appi 
take all kinds of inventories, a 
other moveables are purchase 
valuation. They negotiate loans 
on goods entrusted to them fo 
and also act as general house an 
A noteworthy department of thei 
is their importation of milch a 
and elsewhere. 

Mr. A. Y. Daniel, the founder 
is a Fellow of the Auctioneer 
Agents’ Institute of the United 
well known amongst all classes 
nity. His eldest son, formerly 
with him, Capt. A. R. Daniel, 
through the effects of the wounds 
potamia in the Great War. E 
Lieut. R. Y. Daniel, served in the 
Oxford University, was wounded 
is now Police Magistrate at Ka 
His youngest son, Mr. E. M. Dan 
in the Public School Battalion, lo; 
Kut, and is at present employed 
Office, London. 

In partnership with Mr. Daniel 
Vandersmaght, of the Ceylon Riflt 
in England and France. 

The firm’s telegraphic address 
Colombo. 


M. E. OTHMAN and SONS, Wholesale and Betail Grocers and Provision Merck 

Adjoining Belfr>’, Pettab. 


The grocery and provision trade differs from many 
other departments of service and supply by reason 
of the fact that the goods by which it is sustained 
are prime necessities of life, and must, therefore, 
be provided despite all commercial depressions, 



PREMISES OF M. E. OTHMAN umI SONS. 

strikes, wars, and other happenings. That fact is 
eloquently demonstrated by the business activities 
of the firm operating under the name of M. E. 
Othtnan and Sons, the well-known wlwlesale and 
retail provision merchants, whose premises, adjoin- 


ing the Belfry, in Pettah, are the ! 
are obtained the supplies for innun 
throughout Colombo and Ceylon. 1 
reach out to the world’s l>est sources 
and place before their numerous ci 
many dainties that a few year 
unknown, or had not evolved 
present character and get-up. 
names and trade-marks are to 
the bf)xes and canisters of pre* 
with which the Othman stores are ; 
and amongst them are those of Rowr 
late, Gray, Dunn and Co.’s biscu 
commodities of J. H. Newbaur a 
Francisco, for w'honj, as well as for N 
Messrs. Othman are agents. 

The firm are also importers <jf all ki 
medicines, toilet articles, etc. ; and ! 
premises at the Belfry they have otl 
4th ( 'ross Street. 

The business was started in iqo8 k 
man whose name it bears, and in part, 
him is his srm, Mr. M. A. Othman. 1 
is Mr. .S. .M. Pillay, who has been rot 
the concern for many years. The 
ss is “.Adii 


graphic address 


luam,” and the 


are Bentley’s, ABC 5*h edition, and | 
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C. JINASENA and CO., Wiiaya Eng 

Messrs. C.^ JI^-ASE^’A axd Co. are concerned with 
making- things new, which covers a very great 
range of sins of omission and commission by 
people who forget, or are negligent, or are given 
to lines of least resistance or the postponement of 
necessities indefinitely until breakdowns occur 
that result in much inconvenience and loss of time 
and money and opportunity. The mechanical 
repairs which Messrs. C. Jinasena and Co. are 
called upon to execute are exceedingly varied ; but 
by long experience they are well qualified to carry 
through everything in that connection committed 
to their trust. They know with minute under- 
standing what it is that makes, or does not make, 
the wheels go round, and hold themselves in 
readiness at all times to undertake contracts per- 
taining to the production and erection of factory 

J. LAZARUS ROCHE and BROS., “ 

Main Street, Pettah, is one of the busiest 
thoroughfares in the Orient, and one of its most 
noteworthy establishments is the “ Silk Palace ” 
nf Messrs. Lazarus Roche and Bros., which is 
ever a source of attraction to people desirous of 
goods that are not likely to be found duplicated 
anywhere else. While operating as general 
drapers and milliners, Messrs. J. Lazarus Roche 
and Bros, have become famous for their specialisa- 
tion in silk, and the stock of that material to be 
found in their premises is well calculated to meet 
the most fastidious requirements — silk in every 
shade and texture for purposes innumerable. 
There it is, waiting the discerning — those who 
know exactly what they Avant, and Avill not be 
put off with inferior substitutes. The verj' large 
range of silk kept by Messrs. J. Lazarus Roche 


Bering Works, 4U45, Huniipitiya Road. 

plants of all kinds. The firm are spcciali.sts in 
mining machinery, and are noteworthy also in the 
manufacture of e\-cryfhing associated’ with Avatcr- 
Avorks and accommodation requirements for coolies 
on estates, etc. Their premises, entitled tiie 
Wqaya Engineering Works, arc exccllentlv 
equipped for the rapid as aa’cII as accurate manipula- 
tion of metals ; and the articles produced in their 
iron and brass foundr}’ are A'ery coinprehcnsiA'c. 

The business Avas established in 1905 bv it.s sole 
proprietor, Mr. C. Jinasena, A.M.I.Mccli.E., and 
has dcA'eloped Avell. There is a motor department 
of it at 2, Park Street and Huniipitiya Road, and 
a London office at 194-200, Bislio'psgatc, K.C. 
The firm’s telegraphic address is “ Sinha.” Cin- 
Gardens, and their codes are the ABC 5tli edition, 
Bentley's, and private. 


Silk Palace,” 104, Main Street, Pettah. 

and Bros. proAu’des an interesting and instructive 
demonstration of the many A’arieties of that 
material noAV on the market. 

The firm hai'c been established since 1*894, and 
the partners are Messrs. M. Roche and llonjean 
Roche. At Kandy they have a branch wliicli 
should be inspected by A'isitors to that town, who 
Avill doubtless find something .specially attractive 
and appealing amongst the allurements of itsstock. 
The firm’s telegraphic address is ‘‘ Lazaru,” and 
they use the 5th edition of the ABC code. 

Mr. Bonjean Roche operates also a.s an importer 
of cotton and silk goods and sundries as well as 
an exporter. He is desirous of representing first- 
class firms, and inquirie.s in that connection 
should, therefore, be addressed to him. 


THE NATIONAL MOTOR ENGINEERING WORKS, 107, Union Place. 


There are so very many excellent cars noAV on the 
market that it is very difficult to select one Avith 
the absolute assurance that it is the best outlay 
for the mone)’ expended. Amongst the most 
famous are the Bianchi and Citroen cars, for 
Avhich the sole agents in Ceylon are The Kffitional 
Motor Engineering Works. The Bianchi factory 
AA'as estabfished in 1SS5, and since 1S90 has been 
engaged in the production of motor A'chicles of 
only the highest grade, Avhich is substantiated by 
the character of the cars bearing that celebrated 
name. The fact that His Holiness Pope Pius XI 
selected one of them for his personal use, after 
careful consideration of the merits of the many 
other makes of cars, is a lead that others can 
folIoAV A-ery adA'antageously. 

The Citroen cars are rapidly increasing in popu- 
laritA’ throughout the AA’orld, AA-hich is not surpris- 
incr 'in vicAV of their brilliant record under the 


scA’crest tests. To the Citroen car belongs (be 
distinction of being- the first motor vehicle to cros^ 
the Sahara Desert. Models of tlie.se two celebr.oted 
makes may be .seen in the prcmi.scs of 'I la- 
National Motor Engineering Work.s, Avhere every 
facility exists in men and madiincrv for the mpid 
execution of repairs, as well as a full assortiii'-nt 
of Bianchi and Citroen spare parts. ^ ^ 

The National .Motor Engineering Worcs was 
started in 1911 by .Mr. V. Tradip, the pn-.-nt 
proprietor, under whose able directioii it 
gone verv succes.sful development. Mr. Irrvligo 
rs an It.alian motor engineer, of great abibt). arm 
has been engaged throughout he. career m m- 

motor trade. , 

The firm’s telegraphic addre-- e; ' ’ 

Colomlx), and the code-; need are .. * ^ 
idition, Bentley’s, and p.nA.ite, 
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AIARTINUS C. PERERA and SON, 

Scientific Instrument Repairers, Electro=platers, Vulcanisers, etc., 20, Union Place. 


Nownr.nE in Colombo is more wonderful and intri- 
cate work performed than in tlie premises of 
Messrs. Martinus C. Percra and Son, who repair 
all kinds of scientific instruments, such as baro- 
meters, aneroids, chronometers, surveyors’ appa- 
ratus, etc. Mucli could be written of the minute 
precision witli which their highly skilled opera- 
tions are conducted, and the extraordinary variety 
over which they extend ; indeed, the entire gamut 
of modern achievement in delicate and compli- 
cated mechanisms of every description is covered 
by them. The ordinary person inspecting the 
astonishing things done by this enterprising firm 
feels how great the gulf is between the keen 
specialisation that is intimately acquainted with 
cause and effect in microscopic appliances and 
adjustments in wlieels and springs, etc., and the 
ignorance of the lay mind in the same connection. 

Messrs. Martinus C. Perera and Son have also 
attained well-deserved recognition as platers in 
gold, silver, nickel, brass, and copper, and for 
their enamel, bronze, and lacquer work. The 
articles brought to them for attention are exceed- 
ingly varied — jewellery, domestic utensils, swords 
and military accoutrements, cycle and motor-car 
fittings, etc. These reach the firm in every degree 
of dilapidation, some apparently quite beyond 
redemption ; but after they undergo the magic 
Perera process, they are returned to the owners 
as bright and attractive as they were when netv, 
if not, in some instances, very much better. 


Messrs. Martinus C. Perera and Son are holders 
of the Harv'ey P'rost certificate of proficiency in 
motor-tyre vulcanising, and devote special atten- 
tion to that class of work. 

The business was established in 1884 by the 
senior partner, Mr. Martinus C. Perera, who has 
been engaged for upwards of fifty years in all kinds 
of work relating to delicate mechanisms. He was 
born in Ceylon and was trained in various colleges 
there, winning prizes in optics, physics, acoustics, 
electricity, etc. After serving for many years in 
the Survey Office, he started business for himself, 
as already indicated, in 18S4, and soon built up a 
very appreciative clientele amongst whom he won 
high praise for the quality of his workmanship. 
Mr. Perera was the first to introduce electro- 
plating and its kindred processes into Ceylon. He 
it was also who introduced there the Underwood 
typewriters, and acted as agents for them for 
many years. Cycling in Ceylon owes much to Mr. 
Perera, who has taken a prominent part in con- 
nection with the various cycling clubs of the island, 
and has had no fewer than 36 cycles. 

Mr. Perera has long been a district visitor of the 
Social Service League and Friend-in-Need Society 
and has done much good work in that connection, 
as well as a member of the Discharged Prisoners’ 
Aid Association of Ceylon. He is Vice-President 
of the Ceylon Workers’ Federation. His eldest 
son, Cecil, has been in partnership with him since 

1915- 


JOSEPH COSTA and BROS., General Merchants, Main Street, Pettah. 


The stock of things eatable in the premises of 
Messrs. Joseph Costa and Bros, embraces 
innumerable hon mots well adapted for the solu- 
tion of culinar}^ problems for special occasions 
when a departure is required from the stereotyped 
menus that arouse no gastronomic enthusiasm. 

Equal attention is paid by the firm to their 
importations of wines and spirits, which include 
many of the best brands on the market. They 
have branches at Kand}', Nuw'ara Eliya, Matale, 
and Maskeliya, supplying, in addition to groceries 


and provisions, all kinds of drapery and ladies’ 
and gentlemen’s outfitting goods. The firm have 
an extensive connection throughout Ceylon with 
planters and hotels, and own 500 acres of rubber 
plantations. 

The business was started in 1881 at Matale, 
whence it developed to its present proportions. 
The partners are Messrs. P. Peries and S., M. F., 
and J. Costa. The firm’s telegraphic address is 
“ Costas,” Colombo, and the codes used by them 
are the ABC 6th edition and Bentle3’’s. 


0. L. M. MACAN MARKAR, Jewellers, Pearl and Gem Merchants, G. O. H. Building, 


Adiurablt situated in the G. O. H. Building, and 
opening into the entrance hall of that establish- 
ment, is the emporium of the well-known firm of 
jewellers, pearl and gem merchants, Messrs. 
O. L. M-. Macan Markar, who have done, and are 
doing, verj' much in sustaining the fame of Ceylon 
for its precious stones. The first acquaintance 
of the compiler of this volume with the store in 
question was made some j'ears ago, when he suc- 
cumbed to its wonderful display of jewels, and 
invested in some of them to an extent which, after 
fue initial glamour was over, seemed more than 
me state of his exchequer at that time warranted. 
Gn reaching London, how'ever, the gems pur- 
2 H 


chased from Messrs. O. L. M. Macan Markar 
were sold by him at a very handsome profit to the 
best known jewellery firm there, if not in the 
world. So on returning to Colombo for the pur- 
poses of “ Seaports of India and Ceylon,” Messrs. 
O. L. M. Macan Markar’s establishment was 
regarded with the appreciation of a friend that had 
been tried and found w-orth}- of the utmost con- 
fidence and encomiums. 

When precious stones are about to be pur- 
chased, the most important essential to be con- 
sidered is the probity of the seller. In that con- 
nection the reputation of Messrs. O. L. I\I. Macan 
:\Iarkar, who have branches at Shepheard’s Hotel 
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and the Continental-Savoy Hotel, Cairo, is -ivorld 
%vide, and as a firm who are honoured and appre- 
ciated by Royalties, including- H.M. King George 
and H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, they maj"^ well 
be regarded as in the category of those standards 
of rectitude that are accepted" as beyond all con- 
troversy or refutation. The stock of gems and 
jewellery of all kinds kept by Messrs. O. L. M. 
Macan iMarkar is exceedingly varied and includes 
exquisite designs in platinum and diamond, sap- 
phire, and emerald bracelets and necklaces of Cey- 
lon pearls running into thousands of pounds each. 
Amongst their wonderful collection of precious 
stones is what is said to be the largest sapphire in 
the world. It is valued at ;^5o,ooo, was discovered 
in 1926 at Pelmadula, Ratnapura (“City of 
Gems ”), Ceylon, and weighs over 400 carats 
after having laeen cut and polished. Another of 
their treasures is the largest cat’s eye extant, 
which they do not Avish to sell ; and it was exhibited 
to King Edward Avhen, as Prince of Wales, he 


■visited Ceylon in 1S70. H.M. King George .anti 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales also inspected that 
remarkable cat’s e3'e when thev passed through 
Colombo. 

The most unique sight in the island, so far as 
gold and jewels are concerned, is the magnificent 
and unique private collection of antique heirloom 
jewellery of ancient Ceylon, wliich is exhibited free 
in the firm’s attractive c.stablishment, and should 
be seen by every visitor to Colombo able to appre- 
ciate the wonderful beauty and wealth of the 
displaj-. 

The business was established in i860 by the 
gentleman whose name it bears, and who died in 
1901. It is now directed by his sons, who are as 
follovv's : The Hon. Mr. H. M. I^Iacan Markar, 
M.L.C. ; and Itlessrs. S. D., A. V., and M. S. 
Macan Markar. The firm’s cable address is 
“ Macan,’’ Colombo, and their codes are the 
ABC 5th edition and Bentley’s. 


D. C. JAYESINGHE and CO., Exporters, Importers, and Commission Agents, 39, Keyzer Street. 


Nox£ of the many avocations sustained by the com- 
plexity of modern commerce is more useful and 
ubiquitous than that of the commission agent, 
who acts as medium between buyers and sellers, 
and negotiates between them on terms favourable 
to both, bringing to merchants and others in 
places remote from the sources of production the 
best that the world can offer for their particular 
requirements. Such is the character of the busi- 
ness of Messrs. D. C. Jayesinghe and Co., who 
may be said to be resident commercial travellers 
in Colombo, where, as well as throughout Ceylon, 
they have an extensive connection, and are repre- 
sentatives of many famous concerns in Europe and 
America, including the following' ; — 

Muller & Phipps (Asia), Ltd.; Dayton, Price & Co., 
Ltd., New York. 

Twentsche Overseas Trading Co., Ltd., Holland. 


A. W. Price Bros, k Ck>., Birminglinin. 

Wirtli & Co., London and Biililer. 

E. Mercier A Co., France, 

Creighton & Lynnm, London. 

A. Frisof Cie., Belgium. 

Hans W. hi. hleyer, ilamburg. 

Fniibanks Co. (Europe), Ltd., London. 

The goods handled by Messrs. D. C. Jav-esinglie 
and Co. embrace merchandise of every de.scriptjon, 
butchieflv' piece-goods, liardwarc, provisions, wines 
andspirits, pharmaceutical articles, etc. They have 
been established since 1907, and the growth of 
their business has necessitated various change.-? of 
premises, the last being recently into the present 
quarters at 39, Keyzer .Street. The partners an- 
Me.ssrs. D. T. jayesinglie and P. V. Gunesekara. 
The firm’s cable address is “Singjayc,” (.olombo, 
and their codes are tTic A B C 5th edition, Bent- 
ley’s, Voller’s, and private. 


WILLIAM PEDRIS and CO., 

Manufacturing Opticians and General fflerchants, Kayman’s Gate, Petfnii, 


WnEX it is remembered that 85 per cent, of all 
knowledge comes through the eyes, and when it 
is borne in mind also how easily the sight can be 
irremediably impaired through inattention or 
defective glasses, there is no refutation of the 
importance of the business of Messrs. William 
Pedris and Co., who are the only manufacturing 
opticians in Ceylon. Since the commencement of 
their optical activities in 1912 Messrs. W'illiam 
Pedris and Co. have been missionaries in Cev’lon 
in everything pertaining to the welfare of the 
eves, and thousands of persons ail over the j.sland 
owe to them the preservation of tliat priceless 
posse.ssion, the sight, and, therefore, all that is 
entailed thereby. The machinery and other equip- 
ment in Messrs. W’illiam Pedris and Co.’s pre- 
mises embrace the most modern inventions for 
sight testing, the remedying of imperfect vision. 


and the preservation of the siglit. 1 ii<- grinditig 
of lenses and all the manufacturing operations 
range from the raw materials up to the gold 
finished articles. Every individti.'il c.n-se i*? tre.-iU r! 
with minute understanding, and every pre.smptioe. 
is fulfilled with scientific exactitude. 

It ma\' be mentioned that at tlie .MI 
Industries Exhibition a gold medal was av..'ir(,-'f. 
to the firm for the bigb quality of their lensr.. 

Messrs. W’illiam Pedris and Co. are aK-/ gem r.u 
merchants and importers 0/ barciware, / ro-.v.-er;., 
glassware, bousciioid utensiK, biuklirig ( 

estates supplies, etc. 1 be_v have been i-'t.? o.-.- 
.since 1S9S. and trie proprietor of 'fi*' J’'”-''* ' ■ 
its founder, Mr. D. WiUi.am Pedr.- lb-- --Tr-';-;- 
man,ager is Mr. K. D. Pedris. foe • 

add.'-ess is “ Pedrico,” Colombo. 
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THE IMPERIAL MOTOR WORKS, 

IMotok garages, like tiic vehicles which support 
them, differ very greatly in character and scope. 
Most of them arc agencies of famous cars, and 
eacli has thereby an individuality entirely its own. 

The Imperial Motor Works, for instance, have 
been since 1925 .sole agents in Colombo for the 
French Donnet-Zcdel and De Dion Bouton cars, 
which are growing in popularit}* for their many 
high-class qualities and eminent suitability to the 
climate and road conditions of Ceylon. 

The Imperial Motor Works are noted for the 
excellence of their work in connection with repairs 

COLOMBO CRYSTAL 

The Colombo Crystal Palace is a name that imme- 
diately arrests the attention and is not readily 
forgotten. The business so designated was started 
in 1SS9, and has become well known throughout 



Ceylon. The origin of the title lay in the firm’s 
initial specialisation in glassware and crockery. 

As the business developed other departments 
were added from time to time, and now tlie con- 


Braybrooke Place, Slave Island. 

of every description, and for the building of bodies 
of trucks. Indeed, in the latter direction, they are 
specialists equal to the swift and skilful solution 
of every problem that may arise for uncommon 
requirements in vehicles for road transportation. 
About 65 workmen are employed. 

The "business has been established since 
190S, and is under the personal supervision of its 
proprietor, Mr. P. V, J. Weerappah, who is a 
practical expert in all that relates to motor 
engineering. The firm’s telegraphic address is 
“ Imperial.” 

PALACE, Keyzer Street, 

cern, giving emplo3'ment to about 125 persons, is 
devoted to merchandise of the most comprehen- 
sive description, including cutlery, electro-plated 
lamps, picture frames, drapery and millinery, 
gentlemen’s outfitting, etc. 

The exterior of the Colombo Crj'stal Palace is 
misleading so far as its size is concerned. From 
the street it looks a negligible sort of place, with 
little indication of its popularity and the reasons 
thereof. But an inspection of its ramifications and 
also of the firm’s other establishment for general 
hardware, estate supplies, and building materials 
in Prince Street, facing Third Cross Street, 
reveals an extensive business. The Colombo 
Crystal Palace firm have recentlv been devoting 
special attention to indenting on behalf of others, 
and while their retail trade is considerable, they 
are, however, chiefly general wholesale merchants. 
Mr. W. iti. Mohamado Usooff, who founded the 
business in 1S89, is still actively engaged in its 
control, and in partnership with him are his 
brothers, Messrs. W. M. H. M. Haniffa and 
W. M. Abdul Jabbar. The general manager is 
Mr. M. I. L. Mohamed Nuhman, F.C.I., Bir- 
mingham. 

The firm’s telegraphic address is ‘‘ Cr3’StaI,” 
Colombo, and the codes used b3- them are ABC 
5th and 6th editions, Bentle3'’s, Western Union, 
Lieber’s, and private. 


ABDULHUSSAN DAVOODBHOY, Merchants and E.xporters, 130, Dam Street, Pettah. 


The premises of Messrs. Abdulhussan Davood- 
bhoy at 130, Dam Street, Pettah, are not much 
to look at, and the uninitiated reviewer of local 
commerce and industr}^ searching for facts, 
figures, and impressions, would be quite justified 
in passing them 63'. But the aspect of a business 
place is not alwa3’s an accurate index to its status 
and resources. Ever3-one acquainted witli the 
ramifications of Colombo’s trade must know 
Messrs. Abdulhussan Davoodbho3', whose opera- 
tions as merchants and exporters are on an exten- 
sive scale, and quite at variance with the erroneous 
conceptions which might be deduced from the 
somewhat negligible appearance of their establish- 
ment. In the Pettah district especiaU3' tlie name 
of Abdulhussan Davoodbhov is familiar to the 


man in the street, and commands the respect of 
all classes of the communit}-. The firm are 
importers of general hardware, enamelled ware, 
domestic utensils, paints and oils, building mate- 
rials, and estate supplies of ever}- description, 
explosives, etc., etc. They have branches at 
Bomba}- and Calicut, and connections in England, 
.America, China, Germany, and Japan. 

The business was established in 1906 bv the 
gentleman whose name it bears, and who died in 
1909. The present proprietors are his sons, 
Messrs. Ackberally, Caderbhoy, Mohmedally, 
Alibhoy and .Abbasbhoy Abdulhussan Davoodbhov! 
The firm’s telegraphic address is ” Alorbiwala,’” 
Colombo. 
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THE TOGO COAIPANY, Importers, Exporters, and Commission Agents, 57, Kevzer Street. 


There are not many Japanese in Colombo, and 
the leading firm of that nationality there is The 



MARKET GARDENS OF 
THE TOGO CO. AT NUWARA ELIYA. 


Togo Co., which was cst.ablished in iqui. 
Through it the people of Ceylon are provided 
with porcelain, glassware, enamelled ware, cotton 
goods, and the great variety of articles embraced 
by the term sundries, manufactured in Japan, 
together with the celebrated Sapporo Beer of tli.at 
country for which The Togo Co. are agents. Tlic 
firm are also exporters, and tlieir principal com- 
modity in that connection is tea. 

No people are more enterprising and resource- 
ful than the Japanese in market gardening, and 
accordingly it is not surprising to find that Tlie 
Togo Co. have attained very noteworthy acliieve- 
ments in relation thereto. In 1925 they began at 
Nuwara Eliya the cultivation of fruit and vege- 
tables, and so well have they developed tiiat 
undertaking that they now transact a flourishing 
business as contractors for the supply of fresh 
fruit and vegetables to the Japanese lines of 
steamers visiting Colombo. The firm’s cable 
address is “ Togo,” Colombo. 


M. D. and A. D. SILVA, Stationers and General Merchants, 2(5, Norri.s Road. 


It is not very often that one comes across in the 
Orient a business like the one indicated above, 
and its specialisation in paper, general stationer}', 
and educational books is more akin to the pro- 
cedure of Western exponents of those branches 
of trade, who, because of their proximity to the 
actual sources of production, are in possession of 
advantages which their less fortunate Eastern 
contemporaries lack. However, there is no gain- 
saying the fact that Messrs. M. D. and A. D. 
Siiva’s business, operated with enterprise and 
ability, is well calculated to meet the most diverse 


requirements in all that relates to its supplic.s. 
An in.spection of their stock of general stationery 
and educational literature affords an object Ics.son 
in the comprehensive character of modern neces- 
sities in such things. 

The business was established in jSqo, anti was 
taken over in 1919 by Mr. J. D. S. Rupasingh 
(general manager) in partnership with Mr. A. D. 
Silva and Mr. C. E. D. S. Rupasingh. The firm .s 
telegraphic address is ‘‘ ^iartinus,” and the 
codes used by them .are the ABC .jfh and 5!^' 
editions and Bentley’s. 


P. F. GOONESEKERE and CO., „ . c, ♦ 

Importers of Sewing Machines and General Merchandise. Head Office ; .'1(5, Mam Stree . 


One of the most useful inventions of modern times 
is undoubtedly the sewing machine, and_ it js 
difficult now to realise the restrictions and limita- 
tions that must have obtained before the introduc- 
tion of that invaluable contrivance, which has 
revolutionised all the operations associated with 
the production of clothes and many other things. 

Reference to sewing machines in Ceylon calls 
for reference to Messrs. P. F. Goonesekere and 
Co whose influence in that connection extend.s 
throughout the island. They arc importers of 
manv^ kinds of sewing machines, .and arc spic 
agents in Cevlon for The PfaflF Sewing ^I^^ch.nc 
Co . of Kaiserslautern and The Gntzner Sewi g 
Machine Co., of Durlach, Germany. They are 
also representatives of The Jones Staving ^I^aclllne 
Co. of England and The New Hove Scum,, 

Machine Co. of New York 

While sewing machines bulk .so l.irj,th 
firm’s activities, they form, however, onlv one 
deoartment of the business, for .Messr.s i . 1 - 
SSne^-kere and Co. are also importers of china- 


ware, enamel and aluminium wares, glassware, 
travs, vases, docks, tableware, fancy goods, etc, 

.Messrs. P. 1 ' •. Goone.sekere and Co. h.i\i iiin 
established since 1917- Their initial establCbm' nt 
was at No. ii, Kevzer Street, which is .std! main- 
tained, but which' .soon hccame inadequate lor 
their trade. In April, 1925, they opened a branch 
.at K.andv, and in the following .September anotlu r 
in Chin.a' Street, Pettali, Colombo. In July, i <}2 >. 
they moved into their present cnmmorlious Inri'i- 

quarters at 36, Main Street, Pett.ih. ^ ^ 

The sole proprietor of the business is ,\ir. i . • 

Goonesekere, to whose ability and J ’ 

due the notcivorthy expanpon it has attained 1. ■ 
comparatively short a period. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The firm’s telegraphic addn-s-. is Up-'. ' 

they use Bentley’s code. The.r agents m f.''.. ; 
are'Messrs. J. K- Martin and Co.. Url , , ^ 
R,„v, Cnn™ h.C.j 

Me.ssr.s. .Mather, Iken, and C<. 

Buildings, 9, Lange .Mubr. ri. f L.rnouru,, 
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A. F. RAYiNIOND and CO., Undertakers, “ Raymond House,” Kanatta. 


Messrs. A. F. Raymond axii Co., members of the 
Britisli Undertakers’ Association and Undertakers 
to His Majesty’s .Army and Navy, have been estab- 
lished since 1SS5, and their business is the prin- 
cipal one of its kind in Ceylon. The firm’s 
premises are conveniently situated close to 
Kanatta Cemetery, and are equipped with evei-y- 
thing conducive to the speedy and perfect execu- 
tion of orders. A business such as this is different 
from any others, and requires discretion and tact 
in the sad necessity that brings it customers. 
Itlessrs. .A. F. Raymond and Co.’s long experience 
of their trade and the efficient and synipathetic 
way in which tliey carry out everything committed 
to their trust has won for them the highest repu- 
tation amongst all classes of people. They do 
embalming and exhumations for shipment abroad 
and supply coffins and caskets of every descrip- 
tion, from the cheapest up to productions of the 
richest and costliest materials. Messrs. .A. F. 
Raymond and Co. are the only undertaking firm 
in Ceylon who have motor as well as horse 
hearses, and these are appointed in keeping with 
their solemn and dignified purpose. The firm 
also undertake cremations and make arrangements 
for that work to be performed at any of the local 
cemeteries. 

The completeness of Messrs. .A. F. Raymond 
and Co.’s activities is further demonstrated by 
their operations in the production of all kinds of 
marble monuments of choice designs. They 


obtain tlieir marble from the world’s chief source 
of supply, Carara, Italy, and the lettering they 
do on the grave stones is of imperishable black 
lead, hammered into the excavations in the 



IN MEMORY OF CEYLONESE FALLEN IN 
THE WAR 1914-191S. 

(Memorial supplied and erected by A. F, Raymond and Co.) 


marble. The founder of the business, Mr. A. F. 
Raymond, died in 1910, and the partners in it now 
are his sons, Messrs. Arthur Arion, S. R., L. L., 
C. E., H. L., and M. F. Raymond, each of whom 
takes an active part in its management. 


P. N. KAPADIA, 

General Merchant, Fourth Cross Street, Pettah, and ” Pettah Commercial Stores,” Dam Street. 


Fourth Cross Street is an exceedingly busy 
thoroughfare and typical of the man}- other similar 
streets in the Pettah district, where so many of 
the native merchants have their premises. 
Amongst the largest of these merchandising con- 
cerns is the business founded in 1SS7 by the late 
I'lr. P. N. Kapadia, and now managed for his 
famil)' by Air. C. N. Lakdawalla, who has been 
connected with it for many years. Through the 
firm’s establishment in the thoroughfare men- 
tioned are received and despatched large quantities 
of provisions, especially flour, in which the firm’s 


trade runs into about 6,000 bags of 196 lbs. each 
per month. The front section is in the form of 
a general store, and at the back is excellent ware- 
house accommodation for the materials in which 
the firm deal. 

There is a branch of the business, entitled 
“ Pettah Commercial Stores,” in Dam Street, 
where all kinds of groceries, provisions, oilmen’s 
stores, and general household requirements are 
kept in extensive variety. The firm’s telegraphic 
address is ‘‘ Anchor,” Colombo. 


THE CEYLON BAKERY, Chatham Street. 


It is certainly very remarkable that amongst all 
peoples bread, the staff of life, never becomes a 
surfeit to the palate like most other foods. 
Nevertheless, there are manv kinds of bread — 
ffood, bad, or indifferent, and good bread is pro- 
babh- the most commendable of all human 
productions. The Cevlon Bakeia^ apparently 
think so judging by the care the}" take in .the 
qualit}- of their output — flight, wholesome, palat- 
able and beautifully browned loaves perfectly 
^ked, of which they turn out about 1,500 lbs. 

besides all manner of delicious cakes and 
pastries. They also make to order rich and ornate 


cakes_ for birthdays, weddings, and other festive 
occasions, in a large variety of verv charming 
designs. The firm are army contractors and 
suppliers to naval contractors. 

The business, established since 18S5, is the 
largest of its kind in Colombo, and gives emplov- 
ment to about 70 persons. In Chatham Street 
the firm have popular tea rooms where their cakes 
and imported chocolates are obtainable. Their 
bakery premises are situated in Pettah and Slave 
Island. The present company was formed in 1025, 
and the general manager is Air. C. AI. Nilgirim 
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and Dispensing Chemists, 30 Chatham Street. 


J. B. PINTO and SONS, Druggists 

All business undertakings represent varj'ing 
degrees of utility and importance. None, how^ 
ever, is more necessary than that of the druggist 
and dispensing chemist, on whose service and 
supplies hang frequently the issues of life and 
death. Amongst Colombo’s representative firms 
in that connection mention must be made of 
Messrs. J. B. Pinto and Sons, who endeavour 
to exemplify the care and efficiency so indispens- 
able in the pharmaceutical trade, especially in the 
making up of doctors’ prescriptions, when the 
slightest inattention or forgetfulness may lead to 
irremediable and lamentable consequences. In a 
climate like that of Colombo it is imperative that 


pharmaceutical goods should be as fresh .ard 
pure as possible. Accordinglv, Messrs J !> 
Pinto and Sons regulate their stock .^o that, \vhilo 
sufficient to meet the demands of their trade, it is 
not too bulky but just of the right quantity to en- 
sure its perfection. They obtain their importa- 
tions direct from the leading sources of manufac- 
ture in England, where the firm arc held in diu' 
regard. 

Messrs. J. P. Pinto and Sons commenced busi- 
ness in 1S96 at 43, Chatham Street, and removed 
in 1914 into their present more commodious and 
attractive establi.shment. The firm’s telegrapliic 
address is “ Pintosons,” Colombo. 


BRITISH=CEYLON TRADING CO., 

Merchants and Manufacturers’ Representatives, 17, Baillie Street. 


The Bkitish-Cetloh Tradixg Co. was established 
in 1922, and was reconstructed in 1924. The com- 
pany operate as general merchants and importers 
of hardware, cement, cutler}', oilmen’s stores, 
flour, glassware, enamelware, electro-plated 
goods, rugs, carpets, etc. As exporters they 
handle all classes of Ceylon produce, but espe- 
cially ebony, satin, and teak woods. There are 
branches of the business at Kandy, Galle, and 
Jaffna. The partners are Messrs. M. Benjamin 
and C. P. Chelladurai. The company’s cable 
address is “ Bensdor, ” and the codes used are 


Bentley’s and the ABC 5tli edition. They nrc 
sole agents in Ceylon for the following : 

A. Boakc Roberts & Co., Ltd., Ixiiidoii. 

F. A. C. V.nn der Linden & Co., IL-iinbiirg. 

Mcsm.aekers Freres, Belgium. 

Rotterdam Cheese Co., Holland. 

George Bernhardt, Leipzig. 

Gustav Engel, Berlin. 

D. R. Simpson & Co., Bombay. 

The Noble Dairy, Bombay. 

The British-Ceylon Trading Co. own and 
operate THE COLOMBO SHIP-CHANDLERY 
CO., Stevedores and Dtibashes, whicli wa.s estab- 
lished in 1924. 


A. V. R, A. ADYCAPPA CHETTY, General Alerchant, 15-22, Seat Street, Pettah 


OxE of the most prominent and influential names 
in the busy and interesting Pettah district of 
Colombo is that of A. V. R. A. Adycappa Clietty, 
whose business, established by him in 1SS7, is 
familiarly referred to as the “ A. V. R. A.,” and 
is concerned chiefly with wholesale trade in per- 
fumes, oilmen’s stores, haberdashery, condiments, 
preserved foods, etc. He is agent for Dr. George 
Dralle’s soaps and perfumes. The Indo-Petroleum 
Co.’s candles, etc., and sub-agent for Lever Bros.’ 

WIJAYARATNA and CO., Newsagents and 

Booksellixg is usually only a department of the 
concerns by which it is carried on in the Orient; 
but Messrs. Wijayaratna and Co. are devoted to 
it entirely, and are the only firm in Ceylon with 
that distinction. It may, therefore, be assumed, 
and rightly, that their stock is tborougbly com- 
prehensive and representative of modern literature 
in its most popular phases. Tiieir establishment 
in Manning Mansions has a glass frontage of 
about 50 feet, and in its commodious interior may 
be found reading matter to suit all tastes grave 
and gav — books to be treasured after perusal, and 
others.' cheap editions, not meant to endure but 
to while awav hours of recreation and rest. 


“ Sunlight ” soap, etc. In the title of the busi- 
ness the A. indicates grandfatlier, tlie letters 
V. R. his son, and A. tlie son of the latter. Ihe 
son of Mr. A. V. K. A. Adycappa Chetty, Mr. A- 
Yeerappa Chetty, has travelled extensively 
throughout Europe for the piirpo.se of_ stiidyins,' 
business methods and conditions, and is- now in 
charge of the concern. The firm’s telegraphic 
addre.ss is “ Avra,” and the codes used are llii- 
.A B C 5th and 6th editions, Bentley’s, and private. 

Booksellers, Manning Mansions, Slave Island. 
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PERERA and SON 


Bakers and Confectioners, Steuart Place, 

Thkrk is notliing" more common than a loaf ol 
bread ; there are few things cheaper ; but there is 
nothing- more intrinsically valuable; nothing: more 
eontinually used and 3-et less considered. Behind 
the golden crust is a more precious equivalent 
than can be extracted from the gold mine ; and 
behind the silken texture of the snowy crumb is 
something- more beautiful than the hangings of 
kings’ palaces. People doubtless do not have 
such thoughts about the bread made by Messrs. 
Perera and Son, but that is the fault of the 
people, not of the bread. Light delicious bread 
made by them, when regarded as emblematic of 
the stair of the Commonwealth, is of more impor- 
tance than the gold standards of nations. 

Messrs. Perera and Son supply much of the 
bread consumed in the homes of the principal 
European and other local residents. The}' are 


Colpetty, and Bristol Hotel Building, Fort. 

also popular for their many varieties of confec- 
tionery and cakes, including- beautiful and artistic 
examples of all kinds for weddings, birthdays, and 
festive occasions. 

The firm’s bakery at Colpetty gives employ- 
ment to 50 persons, and at the time of writing 
arrangements are being made for its complete 
remodelling and equipment with the latest 
machinery pertaining to the trade, as the result 
of the visit of its proprietor, Mr. K. A. Albert 
Perera, to Great Britain and Germany for the. 
purpose of studying the best baking plants in that 
connection there. 

The business was started in 1907 by Mr. 
Charles Perera, who retired in 1921, leaving it 
under the sole control of his son, Mr. K. A. A. 
Perera already referred to. The firm’s telegraphic 
address is “ Pastry,” Colombo. 


NEW CENTRAL BOOT WORKS, 16, Baillie Street. 


All the operations in the production of boots and 
shoes are performed by machinery in the great 
factories in America and Europe devoted to that 
branch of industry, and to-day it is seldom that 
one comes across a firm maintaining the ideals 
and traditions of the shoe-makers’ craft as it used 
to be conducted entirely by hand. Such a firm, 
however, is found in the one carrying on business 
under the name of the New Central Boot Works. 
That undertaking is an interesting contrast to 
the ordinary stores where footwear is obtainable 
eii masse, and not according- to order. Shoes 
made to fit the exact measurements of one’s feet 
are naturally much more likely to prove comfort- 
able than those made on standard scale. Fur- 
thermore, the hand-made article has always been 
regarded as much better and more reliable in every 
way than the product of mass production by 
machinery. 


But, be that as it may, the New Central Boot 
Works of Colombo is serving an excellent role, 
and is deserving of every encouragement. Boots 
and shoes are made there to suit every require- 
ment, and the materials in which they can be 
produced offer a wide selection to customers, who 
may, if they so desire, provide their own. Many 
factory-made boots and shoes are of very inferior 
substance, which is not detected until they are 
subjected to wet and hard wear. The high 
quality leather supplied by the New Central Boot 
Works is well calculated to withstand the roughest 
usage. The firm are also leather merchants and 
importers of everything associated with gentle- 
men’s outfitting, haberdashery, etc. 

The business has been established since 1912, 
and the managing partner is Mr. W. S. Silva. 


H. M. GUNASEKARA, 

Broker, Auctioneer, Valuer and Commission Agent, Mariborough House, Union Place, Slave Island. 


Marlborough House, Union Place, Slave Island, 
is an address historically suggestive and remi- 
niscent, but it is much more interesting than 
anything that can be inferred from its nomen- 
clature, for is it not the place where Colombo’s 
regular weekly auction sales are held — auction 
sales that solve many an economic problem and 
bring profit and pleasure to many persons. The 
goods assembled there week after week are as 
varied as human necessity, and eloquent of the 
mutabilit}' of human affairs — things of beauty and 
utility for ordinary circumstances or uncommon 
purposes, articles of every material, cloth and 
leather, wood and steel, silver and gold, glass 
and china, books and pictures, articles common 
and unique, familiar and m3'Sterious. Nowhere 
in Colombo is a better resort for the seeker of 
^rios and valuable objects of art, for Mr. H. M. 
Gunasekara, proprietor of the business, was for 


thirteen years an official of the Colombo Museum 
and Library, and is a greatly experienced con- 
noisseur in odds and ends of old china, jewellery, 
and the infinity of articles for the curio cabinet 
and the places of distinctive display. Mr. 
Gunasekara’s auctioneering services are highly 
appreciated when houses have to be given up and 
tlieir contents disposed of. He has very many 
testimonials in that connection, including a large 
number from prominent people thanking him for 
the able and satisfactory manner in which their 
goods and chattels had been sold, and the unex- 
pectedly high prices which he had obtained for 
them. 

Mr. Gunasekara is the only person in Colombo 
who sells stamps by auction. He has been estab- 
lished since 1912, and operates also as a broker 
valuer, and commission agent. ’ 
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i\I. B. UDUMAN, Proprietor of Travellers’ Mart Pharmacy, Travellers’ Mart, Travellers’ Motor 

Touring Co., York House, York Street. 


At the head of York Street is the Travellers’ 
Mart Pharmacy, which is well named in view of 
the comprehensive assortment of necessary things 
provided there for the traveller by sea or land. 
No goods are more imperative than those .per- 



YORK. HOUSE AND TRAVELLERS’ 
MART PHARMACY. 


taining to the prevention and remedying of pain 
and illness and the enhancement of physical wel- 
fare, and it is in such things that the Travellers 
Mart Pharmacy caters with thorough understand- 
ing of the pharmaceutical trade. The great 


development which has taken place in patent 
medicines, for instance, is exemplified in the 
establishment in question by the many famous 
specifics included in its stock, together with all 
kinds of toilet articles, perfumery, etc. The 
making up of doctors’ prescriptions is an impor- 
tant department of the business, and is in charge 
of a qualified expert. 

The business was founded many years ago 
under the name of Fort Cash Chemists, and used 
to be located at No. ib, Chatham Street, In 
1926 it was taken over by Mr. M. B. Uduman, 
who is a very successful merchant, and has many 
interests in Colombo, including a good deal of 
land and house property. 

Mr. Uduman is owner of the business carried 
on under the name of the Travellers’ .Mart, also 
at the head of York Street, where a very compre- 
hensive assortment of tobacco, cigars, and cigar- 
ettes meets all requirements in that connection 
and justifies the popularity of the concern amongst 
smokers. The Travellers’ Mart is also note- 
worthy as printer and publisher of Ceylon picture 
postcards, of which it has one of the largest ;md 
best selections in the island. 

Mr. Uduman likewise owns and operates the 
Travellers’ Motor Touring Co., which has an ex- 
cellent fleet of the latest sevcn-scater cars m 
charge of experienced and careful drivers. 

Mr. Uduman’s telegraphic address is “ Enver, 
and the codes used by him are the -tth and 5th 
editions of Bentley’s,' and private. 
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At the beginning of the present century the horse 
still retained its indispensabdity to human require- 
ments, and was the chief medium for 
nnee of ^oods and people on country road and 
citv street. Although the coming of the motor 
vehicle has relegated it to the limbo of the obso- 
lete the noble animal that has served luimani > 
throughout the ages in peace and war is still n 
evidence in Colombo, as in other centres of popu- 
lation, and the principal concern there m assoc . - 
tion xCith horses is that of Messrs. S M M aUcs 
onrl Co which, established m 187S, is rcmi 

Wles and Co.’s operations in the 

Horses were on -^-"^Vc^Or^e. v'^rv much 
in that connection is now, ot cour. . 

smaller, although in 

horses and estate hack., The firm 


and despatch of horses to any P‘";' 1 

In former days, too, Messrs. .S. W. \\a ies .md 
Co. were the principal coach and carriage huilder.s 
and saddle and harness makers m Colomim. 1 H' v 
also still continue these brandies of trade, am! 
cxcrci.se great care in endeavouring to exempli > 
the skilled, workmanship with which ‘ 
alwavs been as.sociatcd. I ins ^ ,,f 

strat'ed bv their actnutie.s as nianuf. U ir 
boots and shoes, all of which ^ 

on the old-fasiiinned principles '’•hrn ' ‘ 
maker’s craft and its tradition- Imd not 
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A C SUAIPS and SON, Manufacturers of Rattan, Bamboo, Coir and Khus=Khus Goods, 

24, Union Place. 


A VISIT to the premises of Messrs. A. C. Sumps 
and Son affords an interesting insight into the 
manufacture of cane furniture, especially of the 
best quality. This firm have been established 
since 1S59, and the great variety of their artistic 
designs in chairs and settees, cradles, baskets, 
and everything that can be made of the materials 
handled,’ is well worth inspection by visitors to 
the port. Behind the office and showroom is the 
factory, where the higlily-skilled workers are en- 
gaged in tiieir respective occupations, each of 
them specialising in various branches of the trade. 
Particular!}' noteworthy is the firm’s cane mat- 
ting', which is practically indestructible, and is 
made to order in any measurements. It is excel- 
lently adapted for covering the floors of dining- 


rooms, drawing-rooms, bedrooms, bathrooms, 
etc. It requires no tacks nor nails to hold it in 
position, for its own weight does that, and it can 
be folded up instantly for cleaning or storage. 
The cane used by Messrs. A. C. Sumps and Son 
is the best quality of Singapore cane, which is 
very much better for manufacture into furniture 
than the cane grown in Ceylon. 

At the Wembley Exhibition Messrs. A. C. 
Sumps and Son were awarded a gold medal for 
the high-class character of their productions, a 
fact that speaks more eloquently than columns 
of printed eulogy. As already mentioned, their 
business was established in 1859, and was taken 
over in 1921 by the present proprietor, Mr. Edwin 
Pate. 


P. D. SIEBEL, Horticulturist, Turret Road and Flower Road, Cinnamon Gardens. 


Ix the beautiful district of the Cinnamon Gardens 
are situated the extensive gardens which, founded 
by the late Mr. P. D. Siebel, render to the people 
of Colombo a service that is very highly appre- 
ciated. That service places before them prac- 
tically the entire floral resources for which the 
island is famous. The horticulturist’s trade in 
Great Britain is greatly hampered by seasonal 
limitations and the long winter when floral 
decorations are restricted to evergreens and hot- 
house productions. In Ceylon it is summer all 
the year round ; and so in the delightful Siebel 
gardens is concentrated everything that can be 
utilised in plant, tree, and flower for the expres- 
sion of joy or sorrow or the pleasure of daily 
routine in home decoration. The Siebel gardens 
are in two sections of several acres each. One 
is exactly opposite Victoria Park, and the other 
not far away in Flower Road. The flora of Cey- 
lon is very rich, comprising upwards of 3,000 


flowering plants and ferns, or three times as many 
as in the British Isles. It can, therefore, be well 
understood how great are the Siebel resources in 
the supply of everything pertaining to horticul- 
ture. An example of this rvas afforded at the 
Colombo Motor Exhibition of 1927, to which the 
Siebel gardens supplied more than 1,500 plants 
for decorative purposes. From these gardens 
are obtainable all kinds of plants and trees on 
hire at very moderate rates. Particularly note- 
worthy is the versatility manifested there in the 
supply of funeral wreaths, which are made up in 
exquisite designs to suit every requirement. 

It is interesting to note that at the Colombo 
Agri-Horticulturist Exhibition in 1899 Mr. Siebel 
received a gold medal for his plants and flowers, 
the only one ever given in that connection in the 
island. A branch of the business is established 
at Kandy. 
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PREMISES OF THE Citg 
148/9, ALDERSGATE STREET. 
LONDON, E.C., WHERE ALLISTER 
MACMILLAN'S BOOKS ARE 
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, 
fl) Exterior View. 

(2) Corner of the Bindinftand Folding- 

Room, showing Wire Sewing 
Machines. 

(3) Eastern portion of the Linotype 

Composing Room. 

(4) Portion of Machine Room showing 

types of the leading class of 
machines used. viz. : Perfecting 
Machine, Two- Revolution. Art 
Cylinder, and Drum Cylinder 
Machines. 

(5) Section of one of the rooms devoted 

to setting type by hand. 
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The busines*; of Mfssrs. W. II. 
& L. CoLLiXGRinGE, Printers and 
Publtshers of ** Seaports of India 
and CeWon ” U'.as founded in tS-i6 
by the bate Mr* W, H. Collinjrndg^e, 
and gives employment to upwards of 
300 hands (male and female). The 
present partners are Mr. Leonard 
Thomas Collingridge and 2\Ir. Uiig)i 
Collingridgc, both of whom take an 
active interest in the work. Thefimt 
possess the most modern plant 
of type and machincrj% inc/udtng 
an art rotary macljino, for high- 
class work, and arc second to none 
for the quality of their productions. 
In addition to the main structure in 
Aldersgnte Street, the premises Jtavo 
grown in nil directions, other huild- 
ings in Newburv Street. Partholo* 
mew Place, and Half Moon Passage 
having been added from time to time. 
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PRORADiiT no other country offers more varied 
attractions to the traveller than India, and much 
that is of historical, geographical, and arclijeo- 
logical interest is situated along' the route of the 
East Indian Railway, which passes in a north- 
westerly direction from the port of Calcutta 
through the provinces of Bengal, Bihar, and 
Orissa, and tlie United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh, serving the entire Gangetic Valley of India, 
and the country lying between the Jumna and 
Ganges Rivers. Through its junctions with the 
North-Western Railway, the Great Indian Penin- 
sula Railway, the Bombay, Baroda, and Central 
India Railway, the Rohilkand and Kumaon Rail- 
way, the Bengal and North-Western Railway, the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway, and the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, the East Indian Railway also affords 
direct access to all parts of India. 

About 700 railway stations lie along its route, 
and all of them are connected by telegraph and 
telephone. The stations are largely provided 
with raised platforms, reaching to the floor level 
of the carriages, waiting rooms or sheds for pas- 
sengers, and sites suitable for the display' of 
advertisements. At the more important stations 
refreshment rooms, fruit stalls, bookstalls, and 
stalls for the sale of the miscellaneous indigenous 
products of the local craftsmen and artisans, serve 
to satisfy more completely the needs of the 
traveller or the acquisitive visitor to India. The 
peripatetic vendor of the cheaper brands of cigar- 
ettes, of Indian comestibles, of tea, aerated 
waters, ice, and the fruits of the season, is also 
to be encountered at most stations. 

The passenger coaches are of the most modern 
type, and every advantage has been taken of the 
generous scope afforded by the 5ft. 6in. gauge to 
provide ample accommodation with well-fitted in- 
teriors, including electric lights and fans, and 
separate lavatories to each compartment. 

Restaurant cars are run on all the principal 
trains, and are full}' equipped on up-to-date lines. 
Tourists’ saloons, luxuriously appointed, are avail- 
able at all times for touring and other purposes. 
Another example of the up-to-date stock of the 
East Indian Railway is a touring cinema car, with 
a complete cinema plant, films, a cinema operator 
and mechanic, which traverses the entire system, 
giving free open-air displays at most of the 
stations, where the visits of the car form the only 
break in the monotony of the lives of the inhabi- 
tants. Railway propaganda is also worked into 
these displays. 

The East Indian Railway maintains fast 
daily through mail train services between Calcutta 
(Howrah) and Bombay, in conjunction with the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway, and between 
Howrah and Simla and Peshawar, in conjunction 
with the North-Western Railway. For the con- 
veyance of the home mails and of first-class over- 
seas passengers by the Royal Mail boats, a special 
boat train, known as the “ Imperial Indian Mail,” 
is run weekly between Calcutta and Bombay, 
directly from and to the Mole at the latter port. 


This train, the most luxurious in the East, repro- 
duces the chief features of the European Con- 
tinental boat trains in comfort and conveniences. 

Although the natural terminus of the East 
Indian Railway is at Howrah, Calcutta, on the 
west bank of the Hooghly River, through the 
exercise of running powers it has direct access to 
the Calcutta docks on the East Bank, and to 
Budge Budge, the centre of the kerosene oil trade. 
This direct access is obtained by crossing the 
Hooghly at Bandel, over the Jubilee Bridge, 
opened in 1887, and thence, via Naihati, over the 
Eastern Bengal Railway system. To-day this 
important transportation system, extending over 
3,928 route miles, serves an area comprising some 
of the most important industrial enterprises of the 
country, and with an estimated population of 32 
millions. 

The property owned by the old East Indian 
Guaranteed Railway Company, which had been 
purchased by the State in 1879, was taken over by 
a reconstituted company to the end of 1924, when 
all the contracts then subsisting between the Secre- 
tar}' of State and the Company were determined 
and the line was brought under direct State man- 
agement, with effect from January i, 1925. The 
arrangements previously made for the transfer of 
the staff to the Government service enabled that 
transfer to be effected smoothly and without any 
chang-e in the services rendered to the public. 

An important administrative change, sanctioned 
in 1924, was the amalgamation of the East Indian 
and Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways, which was 
effected from July i, 1925. From every point of 
view this was a desirable measure. The economy 
which must follow the abolition of a separate cen^ 
tral administration requires no special proof, and 
in respect of efficiency the advantages of the 
unified control of the alternative routes traversing 
the Gangetic Valley are almost equally obvious. 
Apart from this, the pooling of rolling-stock and 
repair facilities and stocks of reserve material 
will provide means both for actual economy and 
for more efficient working. 

The East Indian and Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railways have lately been reorganised and the 
divisional system of administration introduced, 
with effect from February 20, 1925, the East 

Indian Section being divided into four divisions 
with headquarters at Howrah, Asansol, Dina- 
pore and Allahabad, and the Oudh and Rohil- 
khand Section into two divisions with head- 
quarters at Lucknow and Moradabad. 

As a sequel to the acquisition of the East Indian 
Railway b}' the State and its reorganisation, and 
\yith a view to securing the operative, administra- 
tive and economic advantages which accrue from 
assigning clearly defined zones to different railway 
administrations, it was decided that after -April i, 
1925, the Delhi-Ghaziabad Section and the work- 
ing agency of the Delhi Umballa Kalka Railwav 
should be transferred to the North-Western Raif- 
way, the Naini-Jubbulpore Section being handed 
over to the Great Indian Peninsula Railwav as 
from October i, 1925. 
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